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By Andrew Pierce, political correspondent 
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TTffi organisers of the Countryside 
March are under investigation for 

_ selling' a: "fist of 30,000 members’ 

J V' nfflHar-and addresses to the Canser- 

/ . . ;rL r: vafive Party. 

•f; the people an the list promptly 

__ J repejyed a personal tetter from Wil- 

> 1 .. : L tiffln-Hague seeking dentations for a 
figtatingfund “to provide a voice for 
^ tte' countryside". But While some 
1 > v - M ' : ■■ responded with donations of up to 

. •' £1,000, others were angry that their 

.• me mb ership was being “exploited". 

... .'-.j. TbeCountrysideAlliance, avowed- 
'" 7 -. - -fyj a ...nonrpolitical organisation 
formedfo fight for rural Britain, 
. cpuM tiow sell a further 50.000 
• !«' . .. names to Tory Central Office, which 

■ , fedetected to pay a total of £10.000. 


. ... 


—.-j.- 
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- ~T& Alliance’s membership form 
state? “From time tr time you may be 
s^inJbrmatf..'n fr n.rdated organ¬ 
isations about related goods and 
services. If you do not wish to receive 
these; tide the box." 

But last night the Data Protection 
Registrar, winch controls the transfer 
of personal details from one organis¬ 
ation^ to another, announced an 
inquiry. David Smith, the assistant 
registrar, said: “We would not regard 
a political party as a related good or 
service. We do not accept that 
somedne who chooses to join the 
Countryside Alliance would expect 
that details to be passed on to 
political parties unless the member¬ 
ship literature clearly stares so. Small 
print is not sufficient either. We will 
conduct an immediate inquiry." 

.,-In his tetter to alliance members, 
Mr Hague depicts the Tories as the 
guardian of the countryside and 
.attacks Labour for its opposition to 
with hounds, Green Belt 
the beef-on-th e-bon e 
~ ^H&iind the proposed “right to roam 
'rfc&iTH- - • 

?&&& writes: "If we are to speak for 
rfiiitae. ivbo — Kke you — care 

„__ about countryside is- 

SQttr'we nod your support I would 
g rateful if you would be kind 
up complete the enclosed 
tibd return it with a donation in 
l^-^rT&epost envelope provided, 
.you." 

ffiot- Mortey, the Countryside 
’ who angered Labour Party 

“ ^" , ‘*by refusing to attend the 



march saying it had been hijacked by 
the Tories, welcomed the investiga¬ 
tion. He said: "I always thought that 
the Countryside Alliance had a right- 
wing agenda. The move to sell the 
names and addresses of many 
people, who may have joined for 
genuine and sensible reasons, bears 
mis out People are entitled to 
protection under data protection 
laws.” 

David Coulthread, head of public 
affairs at the league Against Cruel 
Sports, said: “This exposes that the 
Countryside Alliance is little more 
than a mouthpiece for pro-hunting 
Tories. They have sold out on 
genuine rural interests and cannot 
daim to represent the countryside." 

One supporter of the Countryside 
Alliance, who declined to'be named, 
said: "I was furious to get a letter 
from William Hague. 1 support the 
countryside but not the Tories. 1 
would objected equally if tile letter 
came from Tony Blair. It is a cheek." 

But a spokesman for the Country¬ 
side Alliance said: "We will not kick 
the Conservatives in tire teeth. They 
object to the ban on hunting while 
Labour do not We will send our 
mafling list to any reputable organis¬ 
ation. Labour can have it if they want 
it, but so far they have not sought il 
A ny members who object can have 
their names removed from the list" 

Conservative Central Office said: 
“We often buy in membership lists. 
The countryside is a very good area 
for us." 

The Countryside Alliance brought 
together 250,000 protesters for a rally 
against Labour's rural policies in 
March. It is an umbrella organis¬ 
ation for the former Countryside 
Movement. British Reid Sports Soci¬ 
ety and Countryside Business Group, 
and has long been suspected of being 
a faction of the Tory party — its 
chairman, Charles Goodson-Wickes, 
was until last year a Conservative 
MP. 

Mr Hague exploited the rally to 
parade tire Tories countryside cre¬ 
dentials. By contrast Government 
ministers were in disarray over 
whether to attend amid charge and 
counter charge that Tory landown¬ 
ers, or even the gun lobby, had 
funded the demonstration. 



The model Vanessa Haydon, who has caught the eye of the actor Leonardo DiCaprio. below 

Titanic star falls for model intellect 



By Tunku Vajraoarajan 

LEONARDO DICAPRIO, the ac¬ 
tor whose name has been linked to a 
squadron of beauties, has found 
“true love"—but he ha9 had to work 
hard for it. 

The 23-year-old star of ntoiuchas 
reportedly fallen for Vanessa 
Haydon, 20. the daughter of a 
prominent Manhattan lawyer who 
is tipped by many fashion pundits to 
be “the snpermodel of the new 
millennium". 

A source dose to DiCaprio said: 
“Vanessa is very intelligent. She has 


a high IQ and she is studying for a 
college degree. She wasn't just 
bowled over by the ‘Hi. I’m Leonar¬ 
do DiCaprio’ tine. Leo had to pull 
out all the stops." 

Miss Ha)don is tight-lipped 
about (he affair, and has retreated 
into the bosom of her supportive 
family. Her 81-year-old father, 
Charles Haydon is said to be very 
protective of his young daughter. 

Her agent Judy Linton said 
yesterday: “She’s just starting out in 
modelling. She and her famSjy 
aren't reaiBy ready to talk." She said 
be was a "friend of the family". 
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Policeman 
convicted of 
sex attacks 

By Paul Wilkinson 

A POLICE officer was yester¬ 
day convicted of raping two 
women and indecently as¬ 
saulting a third after taking 
than out on dates. 

■ John Blott, 33. a uniformed 
constable with the Cleveland 
Constabulary for ten years, is 
to be sentenced in a fortnight 
after a report has been pre¬ 
pared. But Mr Justice Hooper 
told him that a “substantial" 
jail term was inevitable. 

Blott. a former professional 
footballer, had used his status 
as a policeman to gain the 
women’s confidence before 
asking them out Once with 
them, he used a ruse to take 
them to his home where they 
were sexually assaulted, often 
violently. Afterwards he 
would drive them home as it 
nothing had happened-. 

The policeman stood impas¬ 
sively as the jury returned 
their verdicts at Lads Crown 
Court He was found not 
euilty of two assaults and was 
cleared at the judge's direction 
of a third._ 

PCs boasts, page 3 


Bank dispute overshadows 
launch of single currency 

From Philip Webster and Charles Bremner in Brussels 


THE euro will today become a 
reality for ii countries as the 
European Union takes the 
biggest leap for integration 
since the Common Market 
was founded in 1957. 

Gordon Brown, the Chan¬ 
cellor, spoke of his confidence 
that the single currency would 
succeed as finance ministers 
in Brussels last night 
annointed France. Germany. 
Portugal, The Netherlands. 
Belgium, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Finland. Ireland and Spain as 
members of the first wave to 
be launched on January 1. 

Jacques Santer, President of 
the European Commission, 
said ii was inevitable that 
Britain would follow. It was 
not a question of if but when. 

But as the Brussels meeting 
was proceeding, Tony Blair 
was leading last-minute 
efforts to prevent today’s his¬ 
toric launch being overshad¬ 
owed by ihe dispute over who 
will be in overall charge of 
managing the single currency. 

The Prime Minister, who as 
President of the EU wifi chair 
today’s celebrations in Brus¬ 



sels. flew to Amsterdam last 
night for a last attempt to 
persuade Wim Kok. the Dutch 
Prime Minister, to make con¬ 
cessions that would allow an 
agreement between heads of 
government today on the pres¬ 
idency of the European Cen¬ 
tral Bank. Mr Blair spoke 
during to the day to Mr Kok. 
President Chirac of France 
and Helmut Kohl, the Ger¬ 
man Chancellor. Herr Kohl, 
Mr Kok and most other lead¬ 


ers favour an eight-year term 
for Wim Duisenberg, the 
Dutch central banker. 

But as late as yesterday 
morning the French made a 
renewed appeal for a split 
term that vrouid allow their 
candidate. Jean-Claude 
Trichet, to take over when 
euro notes and coins start 
circulating in 2002. 

Amid growing tension, 
Jean-Claude Juncker, the Lux¬ 
embourg Prime Minister, said 
last night that he would veto 
any attempt to split the 
presidency. 

Mr Blair’s spokesman said 
the Prime Minister believed 
he could broker an agreement 
and ruled out the possibility of 
a third candidate emerging. 

Halving the term would 
breach the Maastricht treaty 
and attempts have been made 
to reach a gentleman's agree¬ 
ment that would allow M 
Trichet to take over in four 
years without a formal an¬ 
nouncement at this stage. 

Euro questions, pages 1Z13 
Leading artide, page 21 


Soggy April 
gives way to 
holiday sun 

By Adam Fresco 


THE weather for the bank 
holiday weekend is set to 
improve on recent days, and 
on the wettest April since 1818, 
with temperatures reaching 
61F(16Q in Wales. The west of 
England is also forecast to be 
surety with the south and east 
seeing some showers coupled 
with brighter spells that noli 
cover the rest of the country. 

The warmer, drier weather 
could tempt more people to 
leave home for the bank 
holiday and the AA has 
warned drivers that all major 
roads are going to be busy. A 
spokeswoman said: "The 
whole of the M25 is going to be 
heavy going, the M6 has 
roadworks on junctions 39 to 
40 in Cumbna leading to 
closure of one lane in both 
directions and it is going to be 
busy around all the larger 
towns like Birmingham and 
Manchester whichever way 
you are heading." 

□ The April rains have 
caused the cancellation of the 
Wallingford Regatta in Ox¬ 
fordshire for the first time in 
its 46-year history. 


£ 35,000 
bonus for 
RAC’s top 
members 

By Jason Nisse 


TWELVE THOUSAND and 
sixty five members of the 
Royal Automobile Club — 
who pay between £454 and 
£623 a year for lull member¬ 
ship — are to be asked 
whether they want to accept a 
windfall of up to £35,000 each 
after a US corporation yester¬ 
day offered to buy RAC Mo¬ 
toring Services for £450 
million. 

The bid comes less than a 
month after the RAC fired its 
chairman, Jeffrey Rose, for 
daring to write to members 
suggesting they might de¬ 
merge tiie motoring arm from 
the Pali Mall chib and float it 
off, so reaping a windfall 
which he estimated to be just 
£ 20 , 000 . 

At that time Neil Johnson, 
the RAC’s chief executive, was 
already in talks with Cendant 
Corporation, a New Jersey 
based company which this 
week also completed the £780 
million purchase of National 
Parking Corporation which 
owns NCP Car Parks and 
Green Flag,.one of the RAC's 
main competitors. 

Yesterday Cendant unveiled 
its £450 mil lion offer — which 
beat off seven other serious 
bidders including Lex Service, 
the motor dealer, and General 
Accident, the insurer. Mr 
Johnson said it was the high¬ 
est offer,on the table and 
would give the combined RAC 
and Green Flag a total of 9.1 
million customers — just 
500,000 less than the market 
leader, the Automobile Associ¬ 
ation. 

The sale will leave the Pall 
Mall dub, its house in Surrey 
and its two golf courses un¬ 
touched. “This really is a 
stunning deal for our mem¬ 
bers.” said Mr Johnson. 

Commentary page 27 


Maiy Bell 
partner 
gagged 
by court 

By Richard Ford 


MARY BELL'S partner was 
yesterday barred by the High 
Court from speaking about 
her teenage daughter as the 
Official Solicitor acted to keep 
the media away from her 
family, friends and teachers. 

Bat lawyers and politicans 
criticised the Official Sol id tor 
for falling to act earlier to 
protect the girt. 14, whose 
interests it is his duty to 
protect Ann Widdecombe, the 
former Home Office minister, 
commented: "Better late than 
never", and a senior QC said: 
“He waited a very, very long 
time. A lot of people seem to 
have been dragging their feet 
over this." 

Gitta Sereny, author of 
Cries Unhead, the book that 
prompted the renewed interest 
in Bell, who killed two young 
boys when she was herself a 
child, said that the family had 
been “marooned and ruined". 
In an interview with The 
Times, she said that Bell's 
partner had had to watch 
“while a rabble of tabloid 
journalists invaded his work¬ 
place ... irs barbaric." 

As Peter Harris, the Official 
Solicitor. won4wo new injunc¬ 
tions against the media and 
Bell's partner, the Prime Min¬ 
ister joined the condemnation 
of the harassment which 
forced Bell and her daughter 
to flee their home. 

Tony Blair added that he 
still thought it wrong for 
people to make money from 
their crimes, but John Morris. 
QC, the Attorney-General, 
said that he had concluded 
there was no legal course he 
could take to force Bell to 
surrender the cash. 


Magnus Linklater, page 20 
Letters, page 21 
Gitta Sereny, Weekend 
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Under the skin of sport 


Police shoot terror suspect dead 


MONDAY 


Football: have Arsenal 
clinched the 
Premiership? 

Who goes up and 
who goes down? 
Snooker: the 
final frames 
of the World 
Championship 


Fashion: street chic for kids 



Plus 


Collect tokens to win 

World Cup tickets 


TUESDAY 

Jason Cowley meets Nobel 
prize-winning author Toni Morrison 


WEDNESDAY 


Intery/face: can computers 
deliver holidays on the moon? 


Hot tickets: The Times critics 
select the summer’s best shows 
Plus: Creme - best for jobs 


THURSDAY 

Films: will Martha 
meets Frank , Daniel 
& Laurence be the 
new Four Weddings ? 

Plus: the verdict 
on Lolita. Bel Mooney on pom 


Rock and pop 


SATURDAY 


In the Magazine: 

Ginny Dougary: 

at the court of 
imelda Marcos 


By Audrey Magee 
Martin Fletcher 
and Nicholas Watt 

A REPUBLICAN terrorist was shot 
dead yesterday during an attempted 
raid on a security van in Ireland. The 
man. understood to be a dissident 
republican linked to the breakaway 
Continuity IRA. was killed while 
preparing a roadblock outside 
Ashford. Co Wicklow. 

The dead man was aged in his 20s 
and from Dublin. He and five other 
Republicans intended halting a 
Securicor van on the main Dublin to 
Wicklow road. They were intercept¬ 
ed by members of die Garda Emer¬ 
gency Response Unit that had been 


tracking the gang. The two sides 
opened fire and the man was hit in 
the crossfire. The remaining five 
men. who were armed with an AJK47, 
two handguns and an RPG rocket 
launcher, were arrested. 

The shooting came after Bertie 
Ahem, the Irish Prime Minister, told 
the British Army yesterday to give up 
its “territorial mindset" and disman¬ 
tle security installations in South 
Armagh. 

Mr Ahem said the watch towers, 
that were reminiscent of the former 
Iron Curtain, should be tom down. 
“While conscious of the need for 
continuing security to counter threats 
posed by those paramilitary organ¬ 
isations that remain active, it is 


unfortunate that the people of South 
Armagh, nearly 12 months into a 
ceasefire, should be still treated as if 
they were living in occupied 
temoritory." said Mr Ahem. 

“We for our pan have showed 
ourselves prepared to modify a 
territorial mindset that has contribut¬ 
ed to conflict. It is reasonable to 
expect that the British Army also give 
up its territorial mindset-" 

Mr Ahem was launching his 
Fianna Fail party’s campaign in 
Dublin for a “yes" vote in the May 22 
referendum on the Belfast peace 
agreement. He told the 
paramilitaries to accept that the war 
was over with the implementation of 
the Belfast agreement, and added: 


“There has to be a clear signal given 
by the armed groups that with a 
settlement in place they are going to 
wind up their activities. Otherwise, 
they will make life very difficult for 
the political parties that represent 
them." said Mr Ahem, who met 
Gerry Adams, the Sinn Fein leader, 
in Dublin yesterday. 

Tony Blair is expected make his 
first “yes”campaign tour of Northern 
Ireland on Wednesday. He has 
invited John Major to accompany 
him because he feels that the huge 
respect for Mr Major in the Province 
would strengthen the campaign. 

In Ulster yesterday, the public split 
within the Ulster Unionist Party over 
the peace agreement deepened when 


80% of Irish 
police go sick 
in pay dispute 

By Audrey Mageje. Ireland correspondent 



POUR out of five Irish police 
officers rang in sick yesterday 
as part of a protest to demand 
better wages. 

More than 5,000 police 
joined the 24-hour “blue flu" 
campaign, leaving stations 
around the country in the care 
of sergeants and trainee offi¬ 
cers. Stations in rural areas 
reported 100 per cent walk¬ 
outs. compared with about 90 
per cent in Dublin and Cork. 

Trainees were transported 
in 40 coaches from the police 
headquarters in Dublin to 
stations around the country. 
They were quickly sent onto 
the streets to instil confidence 
into the public, some of whom 
were worried about property 
and personal safety. The 
Army was on stand-by- to 
protect cash deliveries to and 
from banks. 

Police headquarters said it 
was believed that crime had 
not soared. But one guard 
said: “It may all be happening 
out there but as there is no one 
to see and no one for people to 
report to. we can’t be sure." 

The protest started at 6am 
yesterday as people prepared 
for the Bank Holiday week¬ 
end. The Garda Representa¬ 
tive Association, which speaks 
for &500 officers of Garda 
rank, said a second day of 
protest was likely unless the 
Government agreed to its pay 
demands. 

PJ. Stone, a spokesman for 


die association, said that the 7 
per cent pay rise offered by the 
Government was unaccept¬ 
able. The association is push¬ 
ing for a 15 per cent rise. 
Garda salaries start at 
lr£12,040 and peak at 
lr£19.l59 after 12 years’ 
service. 

Public reaction to the protest 
was mixed. Many supported 
the officers’ campaign for bet¬ 
ter pay and accepted that, as 
Ganiai are banned from strik¬ 
ing. the sick day was the only 
form of protest available. Oth¬ 
ers felt that they were acting 
immorally. “It’s rather sick to 
have the guardians of the law 
lying en masse,” said one 
shopkeeper. 

John O'Donoghue. the Jus¬ 
tice Minister, said that he 
would not breach the pay 
guidelines set out in the public 
agreement drawn up between 
unions, employers and the 
Government. 

The successive agreements 
have been responsible for 
much of Ireland’s economic 
success. 

□The republican paramili¬ 
taries who kneecapped a 79- 
year-old man in North Belfast 
last week injured the wrong 
person, it emerged yesterday. 
The man. theLeldest to suffer 
such a ^punishment, was “a 
victim of; mistaken identity^ 
Ronnie Fl^nafean. Chief Con¬ 
stable of the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary, said. 
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Henry McLeish, a Scottish Office minister, and Julie Fulton married yesterday at a chapel in St Andrews 

Wedding bells on Labour’s big day 


By Shirley English 

HENRY McLEISH, a Scottish Office 
minister, celebrated Labour's first year in 
office yesterday by manying Julie Fulton. 

More than 200 relatives and friends, 
including Donald Dewar, the Scottish 
Secretary, attended the reception after 
the ceremony at the 14th-century St Leo¬ 
nard's Chapel in St Andrews. Today Mr 


McLeish. 49, MP for Fife Central, and his 
bride were honeymooning in Rome. 

They met through Mrs McLeish's 
work as a soda! worker at Fife council. 
Both already had two children. 

Mr McLeish’s first wife. Margaret 
died of cancer in 1995. Julie. 44, had 
moved to St Andrews when her marriage 
broke down nine years ago. 

Before the wedding, she said of the 


MP*s children, who are in their twenties: 
“They know I make their dad happy. But 
I would never try to replace their mother. 
No one could. We like each other a lot 
Henry does not try to be father to my 
children but they like him and are happy 
about our wedding." Her daughter 
Cariy. 13. was a bridesmaid. 

Mr McLeish is to resign as an MP to 
contest a seat m the Scottish parliament 


MI6 man 
jailed for 
book is 
released 

By Michael Evans 

DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT 

A FORMER M16 officer who 
has been released on licence 
after serving less than five 
months of a 12-month prison 
sentence for breaching the 
Official Secrets Act faces fur¬ 
ther legal action if he tries to 
make a second attempt at 
writing his memoirs, govern¬ 
ment officials said last night. 

Richard Tomlinson. 34. who 
worked for M16 for four years 
and served as a field intelli¬ 
gence officer in Moscow and 
Bosnia, has been freed from 
Belmarsh prison in South 
London. He was sentenced at 
an Old Bailey trial in Decem¬ 
ber after admitting that he had 
tried to sell his story to an 
Australian publisher in 
Sydney. 

Tomlinson is already pre¬ 
vented by a High Court in¬ 
junction from publishing a 
book in this country. Newspa¬ 
pers are also covered by the 
injunction from printing any 
detail about his career that is 
not already in the public 
domain. 

Aware that Tomlinson 
might consider going abroad 
to write about his MI6 experi¬ 
ences after leaving prison, an 
official at the Anomey-Gcner- 
al’s office said yestenIay:"The 
Attorney-General will take 
whatever steps are open to 
him to enforce the injunction 
worldwide." 


Small turnout 
could scratch 
TV’s Big Ticket 


By A Correspondent 


THE controversial National 
Lottery Big Ticket TV 
games how is facing a new 
problem, it emerged yesterday 
— there are not enough people 
to play it 

So far. only 68 winners have 
come forward to take part It 
means Camelot has enough 
contestants for only three 
more programmes in the se¬ 
ries. which still has 11 weeks to 
run. Members of the public 
qualify to take pan in the 
game, which has a £100,000 
top prize, by matching three 
symbols on a E2 TV Dreams 
scratchcard. 

Organisers had expected 
enough scratchcard winners 
lo come forward to provide up 
to 40 contestants on each 
show. But poor sales and 
apparently camera-shy win¬ 
ners mean they are struggling 
to find eight contestants for 
each programme. 

The problem is the latest to 
hit the show, which has failed 
to deliver a hoped-for expected 
20 per cent surge in 
scratchcard sales. The BBC 
came under fire for screening 
what some MPs condemned 
as a blatant advert for Came¬ 
lot and is understood to be 
planning to drop the show at 
the end of its 16-week run. 

A few weeks ago half the 
studio audience of the TV 
programme walked out half¬ 
way-through filming, appar¬ 


ently because they were bored 
A huge number of prizes from 
the scratchcard game linked to 
the show have also gone 
unclaimed. Although £7.5 mil¬ 
lion worth of prizes have been 
handed ouL a further £4 mil¬ 
lion is waiting to be claimed. 
The total value of prizes which 
could be won by the end of the 
gameshow run is 
£100 million. 

Camelot said it believed 
around 20 people were still 
holding winning. A spokes¬ 
woman said the company was 
confident it could encourage 
the reluctant winners to take 
part and said there were 
contingency plans to keep the 
show going if the worst came 
to the worst. 

“It could be that people are 
bashful about appearing on 
television or they might not be 
sure how the gameshow 
works. They might not realise 
that they can nominate some¬ 
one else to appear on their 
behalf. Everyone who takes 
part gels £1.000 and they 
could end up winning 
£100,000." she said. 

“You don’t go into a project 
like this without making con¬ 
tingency plans. It does depend 
on people coming forward. 
Bui we’re working several 
weeks in advance and we’re 
doing everything we can to 
encourage people to come 
forward." 


Diary, page 20 


Minister fraud claim ‘groundless’ 


By Polly Newton 

POLITICAL REPORTER 

LABOUR officials said yester¬ 
day that allegations of elec¬ 
tion fraud against Helen 
Lidded, the Treasury Minis¬ 
ter. were "groundless". 

A senior Labour figure said 
the complaint had been made 
by a disgruntled former party 
worker in Mrs Liddell’s con¬ 
stituency. Airdrie and Shotts. 
He is believed to have 
churned that Mrs Liddell and 
her agent. Karen Turnbull 
failed to declare a £400 dona¬ 
tion towards her election ex¬ 


penses from the shopworkers’ 
union. Usdaw. 

The complaint was made to 
police in Strathclyde 48 hours 
before the expiry of the one- 
year time limit for instigating 
investigations into election 
expenses. 

A police spokeswoman 
said: “Inquiries are at an early 
stage and we are not in a 
position to confirm any 
criminality." 

There is no prospect of 
disdplinazy action against 
Mrs Lidded by the Labour 
Party. However, the timing is 
unfortunate for Mrs Liddell. 


who has been tipped for a 
Cabinet post in the next 
reshuffle. It also creates fur¬ 
ther embarrassment for Tony 
Blair, coming just a week 
after the Labour M P for 
Newark. Fiona Jones, was 
charged with election baud. 

A Labour source said: “This 
is somebody with a grievance. 
If he is that worried, why did 
he wait this long?." He added 
that Mrs Liddell was under¬ 
stood lo be “totally relaxed” 
about the matter. 

Another official said: “The 
party is in no doubt that the 
allegations are groundless." 



Liddell: no prospect of 
disciplinary action 




the leading dissident MP was at¬ 
tacked by his own constituency 
chairman. William Ross, the East 
Londonderry MP and the UUP*s 
chief whip, was “out of touch" and 
had “no support", claimed Tom 
Fleming, the chairman. Mr Ross said 
it was the parly that had violated 
party policy by accepting the 
agreement 

□ Sean O'Callaghan, a self-pro¬ 
claimed IRA informer arrested white 
giving evidence during a libel trial, 
was released without charge from 
police custody in Dublin yesterday. 

OCallaghan was questioned for 
two days in connection with the 1985 
murder of IRA informer of John 
Corcoran. 




STUART CONWAY 


Marr quits 
as Indie 
editor for 
second tune * 


By Raymond Snoddy 

ANDREW MARR. editor-in- 
chief of The Independent. 
resigned from the paper yes¬ 
terday for the second time in 
four months. 

Mr Marr decided to leave 
after it was confirmed that 
Simon Kelner. current editor 
of Night and Day. the Mail on 
Sunday magazine is the new 
editor of The Independent 
His deputy will be Ian Birrell. 
former news editor of The 
Sunday Times and a Daily ■ 
Mail " executive. Associated 
Newspapers, publishers of g. 
77ie Mail on Sunday and the 
Daily Mail, tried unsuccess¬ 
fully' to persuade both journal¬ 
ists to stay. 

Mr Marr. one of the found¬ 
ing journalists of The Inde¬ 
pendent. first resigned in 
January and was replaced as 
editor by Rosie Boycott, editor 
of The Independent on Sun¬ 
day. In March, when Tony 
O’Reilly, the Irish business¬ 
man. took control of The 
Independent. Mr Marr came 
back as editor-in-chief with 
responsibility for comment 
and features. She has now 
moved on to edit the Daily 
Express and Sunday Express. 

The “dual editor" role is 
believed to have been a factor t 
in Ms Boycott’s derision last 
week to accept the editorship 
of The Express. 
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Rape PC boasted: I look 
good and that’s no crime 


JOHN BLOTT claimed that 
he had slept with more than 
300 women during his time 
on the beat on Teesside. 

The tall, darkly handsome 
policeman, a former profes¬ 
sional footballer, believed 
that he looked like Richard 
Gere and could charm any 
woman he wanted into bed. 
He spent much of his rime 
working towards that end. 
Even on duty he was on the 
lookout for potential con¬ 
quests, hoping that the combi¬ 
nation of his lodes, a smart 
uniform and his Armani 
aftershave would impress 
women. 

He was so convinced of his 
abilities that shortly before 
his trial, he boasted: “The 
allegations aren't true be¬ 
cause I can get plenty of 
women without forcing my¬ 
self on them. Women are 
attracted to me because I'm fit 
and I look good and that's not 
a crime." 

Yesterday Mr Justice 
Hooper warned him to expect 
a substantia] jail term after he 
was convicted of raping two 
women and indecently as¬ 
saulting a third. 

The jury at Leeds Crown 
Court was told his victims 
had been reassured they 
would be safe because he was 
a policeman. Aidan Marion. 
QC. for the prosecution, said: 
"But he was working to a 
hidden agenda. He was 
practising something of a 
system, inviting the victims 
out on a date. Once back at 
the house, the sexual over¬ 
tures began, devoid of fore¬ 
play. 

“When there was resis¬ 
tance, violence crept in. de¬ 
spite their protestations, 
followed by indifference. 
They were dnven home either 
in silence or as if nothing was 
untoward. 

“Significantly, there was no 
attempt to make further con¬ 
tact Mr Blott says the ind- 


Victims were reassured by his uniform and beguiled 
by a smooth line in chat, reports Paul Wilkinson 


dents were fully consensual 
and enjoyable tty both parties, 
yet not one of them suc¬ 
cumbed to the temptation to 
make further contact with 
him." 

Each victim believed h was 
an isolated incident and that, 
as he was a police officer, she 
would not be believed. It was 
only last year that an investi¬ 
gation began when one of the 
women confided in a col¬ 
league. who informed a friend 
who was a special constable. 
When reports appeared in 
local papers about the inqui¬ 
ry, more women came for- 


told her he had to “pop in” to 
his terrace home in the village 
of New Marske, near Redcar, 
to collect something. He 
pushed her into the bedroom, 
ripped off her clothes and 
raped her. Then he told her he 
wanted to watch himself and 
forced her against a wall 
mirror. 

In November 1994. Blott 
fixed a date with a 22-year-old 
tax-office worker, after speak¬ 
ing fo her while on patrol in 
Middlesbrough. Again he 
found a pretext to go home, 
where he kept her for almost 
three hours, assaulting and 


ward, detectives followed up 
entries in Blotrs diaries going 
back ten years. 

Blott told poloice that all the 
woman had initiated sex with 
him or agreed to it He 
claimed that one had been 
told by friends that she was 
lucky to be going out with him 
and another said she wanted 
sex to get even with her 
boyfriend who was causing 
her “difficulties". 

Blott said he did not bother 
with long-term relationships, 
preferring the excitement of 
chatting a girl up for a one- 
night stand. “It's more fun 



Blott in uniform— 


6 Good looks, 
athletic ability 
and a 
successful 
career. And 
now that is 
all over 9 



-and out: “I look good" 


ward to build up a dossier on 
a man who regarded them as 
objects for his pleasure. 

The first rape in August 
1993 involved a 16-year-old 
college student riding with ‘a 
friend near Middlesbrough. 
Blott had chatted to them and 
tokl the court he was aware 
the girl was interested in him. 

Shortly afterwards, she let 
him use her horse to chase a 
stolen car. Later he took her 
name and address as a poten¬ 
tial witness and asked her for 
a date. “She was young, 
flattered, and accepted.” Mr 
Matron said. On the dale he 


threatening to rape her. 

In March 1995. he took an 
18-year-old garage reception¬ 
ist out for a drink after talking 
to her on the phone. After only 
30 minutes he tried to kiss 
her. She rejected him and 
asked to be taken home. 
Instead he drove 20 miles to 
his house and took her in for 
coffee. He raped her twice, 
boasting that there was no 
one belter than him and she 
would like it 

He was first questioned a 
year ago after a woman 
complained about an assault. 
As other victims came for¬ 


that way," he claimed. But his 
reputation as a ladies' man 
among fellow officers in Mid¬ 
dlesbrough soured after he 
had turned his attention on 
women colleagues. He dated 
several policewomen but the 
relationships never lasted 
long and there were frequent 
rumours about his aggressive 
behaviour. 

The judge ordered that 
other charges, including the 
rape of a 25-year-old special 
constable and indecent 
assaults on a trainee WPC 
and two nurses, should be left 
on file. The assault on the 20- 


year-old WPC in 1989 was the 
subject of an internal investi¬ 
gation blit no action was 
taken. 

A 22-year-old policewoman 
who partnered Blott on the 
beat said that he would 
"undress me with his eyes” 
and filled his conversation 

with smutty comments. She 
said: “He was good looking 
but he made my skin creep." 

Born in the depressed 
working class district of 
South Bank on Teesside, Blott 
showed a talent as a school¬ 
boy sportsman, keeping goal 
for the county schools and 
youth soccer teams and win¬ 
ning selection for the national 
schoolboy squad. In 1982, 
aged 17. he signed profession¬ 
al forms for Manchester City 
but failed to make the first 
ream and transferred to Car¬ 
lisle United in November 
19S4. 

A broken wrist that went 
undiagnosed for a year led to 
fitness problems and he un¬ 
derwent a series of opera¬ 
tions. He played only twice 
for Carlisle before his con¬ 
tract was cancelled. He 
played briefly for Mansfield 
Town and Newport County 
but finally realiski his sport¬ 
ing career was over. 

After a brief spell as a PE 
instructor at a Teesside hospi¬ 
tal he joined the police force in 
his home town. In his final 
examinations at training coll¬ 
ege he topped the class with 
93 per cent 

The jury found Blott not 
guilty of two assaults and he 
was d eared at die judge’s 
direction of a third. Simon 
Caterill. his solicitor, said 
after the verdict: “Nature and 
fate have conspired to give 
this man everything — good 
looks, charm, athletic ability 
and a successful career—and 
now that is all over. He 
doesn't believe he has done 
anything wrong. He will take 
his denials to his grave.” 
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Ex-footballer is 
accused of sex 
assault on boy 


- { 


By Stephen Farrell 

THE. former footballer Justin 
Fashami is wanted for an 
alleged sexual assault on a boy 
aged 17. US police confirmed 
last night. 

Mr Fashanu. 35, was 
.charged: with the offence but 
police ifgund that he was 
^missing.'along with his per- 
' spinal effects, when they went 
to search his flat in Ellicott 
' Maiytand: 

; Sergeant Morris Carroll, of 
the . Howard County police, 
said the alleged vititim was 
one of six youths who spent an 
evening drinking beer at the 
flat on March 25. The boy 
claimed that he went to bed on 
the sofa around midnight but 
woke' in Mr Fashanu’s bed 
agtfth^tirsTater. 

“He grabbed his clothes and 
left faeapartment and contact¬ 
ed foe police after telling his 
paienis-what had happened," 
- SergeantCarroll said. 

. Mr Eashanu voluntarily re- 
. imported for questioning and 

denied the charges, for which 
he could face 20 years in jail, 
ftj&e said that IF he left the 
country extradition proceed¬ 
ings would be taken. 

Mr Fashanu, brother of 
John Fashanu. who was a 
striker’ for Wimbledon and 
AstanVilla, said publicly that 

he was gay in 1990. He moved 

to.jaicott this year to be a 
coach, vvith the newly formed 
Maryland Mania football 



Fashanu: US police 
say he is missing 

team. Last night John 
Fashanu said he had not 
spoken to his brother for more 
than seven years. “I haven’t 
got a clue where he is. It 
doesn’t interest me one iota." 

Justin Fashanu’s life has 
been clouded by controversy 
since 1981 when, aged 20, he 
moved from Norwich City to 
Nottingham Forest for £1 mil¬ 
lion. After failing to impress 
Brian Clough, the manager, 
he played for a series of clubs 
in England. Scotland and 
overseas before a knee iry'ury 
ended his playing career. 

He later claimed to have 
had an affair with the actress 
Julie Goodyear, who played 
Bet Lynch in Coronation 
Street. In 1994 was sacked by 
the Edinburgh club Hearts 
after he admitted lying about 
his role in a sex scandal. 


Earl says Althorp 
will never be a 
British Graceland 

From Rachel Bridge in Sydney 


EARL SPENCER insisted yes¬ 
terday that he would never 
allow his ancestral home to 
become “Britain’s answer to 
Graceland” after he was ac¬ 
cused of profiting from his 
sister's death. 

His critics claim that he is 
Turning Althorp into a tourist 
trap similar to Elvis Presley's 
home in Memphis. They also 
allege that he is using the 
memory of Diana. Princess of 
Wales to underwrite the refur¬ 
bishment of the loss-making 
Althorp estate. 

The earl said that, for the 
past three years, he had made 
a “modest profit" from the 
10,000 visitors and renting out 
Althorp, and would lose that 
money now that all profits 
were to go to the memorial 
fund set up in his sister's 
memory. 

“Nobody will believe him 
but he has been losing money 
since Diana's deatii. The 
house will not be open for any 
more commercial ventures. 
The bank loan of several 
millions was not to renovate 
the estate but to create a 
museum and a fitting setting 
for his sister’s memory." an 
aide said yesterday. 

The earl told guests at a 
lunch to raise funds for the 
Royal Women’s Hospital in 
Brisbane: "I would like to 
assure you and the wider 
Australian public that we. her 


family, are doing all we can to 
preserve Diana’s memory in 
fitting and respectful ways. I 
aim primarily to honour what 
Diana achieved, secondly to 
make the exhibition a mean¬ 
ingful experience for those 
who come and then — only 
then—to try and make money 
for charity. 

“This is not a moneymaking 
venture, however good the 
cause might seem, it is meet¬ 
ing an obligation to those who 
wish to pay their final re¬ 
spects. whilst, preserving the 
dignity of Althorp. 

“It must never become Brit¬ 
ain’s answer to Graceland, 
and whilst I live, it will never 
do so." He added that he dick 
not want anything “portray¬ 
ing Diana as some sort of 
Monroe-style icon”. 

After years of sustaining 
“colossal losses" Althorp had 
in the past three years made a 
“modest profir in both the 
house and the 82500-acre farm. 
Tours cost £6.50 a head and 
would rise this summer to 
£9.50. That was because the 
152.000 ticket-holders would 
see “improved gardens and a 
newly created museum." 

The memorial fund is un¬ 
likely to receive much from 
this summer’s tourists be¬ 
cause the earl has had to 
borrow “several millions" to 
renovate the estate and open a 
museum to his sister. 


Mausoleum is a nice little umer 


BTRa£hel Kelly and Aian Hamilton 

CITIZENS of Stoke-on-Trent are to be 
gtven ftte rare chance to lie with dukes. 
Sol they will have to be cremated first 
t The city council in the heart of the 
Pwfeies'B throwing open the former 
mausoleum of the Dukes of Sutherland 
; -to help.to raise the £ 100.000 needed to 
testore tile 18 th-century building. For a 
ten-year lease of between £200 and L5W, 

, customers: will get a niche in a wall for 
their aSbe£ a plaque, book of remem- 
brance. and dosed-dreuit security carrt- 
, era$to pretect4heir remains. 

1 Itis thought to be the first time that the 
common herd has been allowed to lie m 

an- aristocratic mausoleum. Fifty nicnes 
r . provided in a newty bum 

rohfipbarium, a wall of resting 

favoured on the Continent The 
“HW site houses six dukes and other 
" haaS&js of.fte Sutherland femuy- 

the city’s remetenes 
^ crematorium manager, said 

Intention is to bnngthe 
folding hack into use. It is cur T? 1fl ^ 
vandtffeed and abandoned, with a 
broketstained-glass window and a 



The 18th-century mausoleum 


broken bell. It would provide a bunal 
place for those who live in nearby 
suburbs, who currently have no choice 
but to visit their loved ones in central 
Stoke-on-TrenL The fact that it was once 
the burial place of dukes could work both 
ways, but we expect that some people 
would be quite pleased to be buned 

alongside them.” .... 

The Sutherlands gave up burying their 


dead in the mausoleum, in a Greek 
Revivalist style by the architect Charles 
Tatham, when their vast Italianate 
stately home at nearby Trentham was 
demolished at the turn of the century. 

Mausoleums were all the rage in 
Victorian times, as great families aban¬ 
doned burials in die family chapel in 
favour of more obvious monuments 
upon which their tenants and other lesser 
mortals could brood in reverence. There 
are an estimated 225 remaining in the 
country, a third of them in poor 
condition. 

Christopher Woodward, of the 
London-based conservation charity The 
Mausolea and Monuments Trust said 
“Nothing is more fitting for this mausole¬ 
um: we believe it is wonderfully 
democratic.” 

The news was equally welcomed by the 
present Countess of Sutherland at her 
Scottish family seat at Dunrobin Castle, 
Sutherland. “We are very happy that the 
building will now be used and kept up. 
After my grandfather died, for years we 
thought we owned it. We are delighted to 
learn that we don't any more, and can 
stop paying out money for it" 



If you're a Jack Daniefs drinker we'd Eke to hear from you How abort dropping us a fine at the Jack Daniel DstiBery, Lynchburg, Tennessee 37352 USA. 

IT’S IMPOSSIBLE TO PHOTOGRAPH our charcoal 
mellowing process. But this is a charcoal mellowing vat. 

Into this vat we pack finely ground charcoal. Then 
we seep our just-distilled whiskey slowly through 
the charcoal to mellow its taste before aging. 

Once the whiskey drips into the vat, there’s 
no way to photograph what’s happening. 

But when you compare Jack Daniel’s to any 
other whiskey, you’ll begin to get the picture. 

JACK DANIEL’S TENNESSEE WHISKEY 
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Riven by 
ancient quarrels, 
menaced by 
ancient enemies: 
50 years on, the 
state of Israel 

Special report by 
Bryan AppleyanL 
The Sunday Times 
Magazine, tomorrow 


Record 
number of 
women 
take silk 

TEN women — the highest 
I number of female QCs to take 
I silk at one time—were sworn 
1 in at a ceremony at the House 
of Lords yesterday. 

Congratulating them and 
the 53 other new Queen’s 
Counsel, the Lord Chancellor, 
Lord Irvine of Lairg, spoke of 
what he looks for in a success¬ 
ful silk candidate: “The quali¬ 
ties l seek indude legal, intel¬ 
lectual and advocacy ability: 
professional integrity and 
standing; maturity; and a high 
quality practice." 

Noting the issues that 
played no part in the process, 
he said: There is no mention 
of universities or chambers, 
sex or ethnic origin. Each one 
of you is here on your individ¬ 
ual merits alone.” 

He added: “The consulta¬ 
tion at the root of the silk exer¬ 
cise is entirely fair. It does not 
discriminate against those 
from particular backgrounds. 
Many women and members 
of the ethnic minorities have 
this year been able to win 
through and demonstrate that 
they are worthy of silk. The 
improvement has been slow, 
but seems to be well in place.” 
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Julia Macur, Patricia Lynch, Elizabeth Blackburn, Linda Dobbs, Joan Butler, J ennife r Kershaw, Frances Patterson. Margaret De Haas, Wendy Joseph and Jane Crowley took s3k yesterday 





The Thomson Travel Group 
Share Offer. Register now. 
i, Don't miss the float. 


Lawyers are 
urged to do 
more work 
for no pay 

By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 
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There is still just enough time to 
apply. To do so, you must obtain an 
application form by registering with 
one of the Share Shops below by 
5pm on Sunday 2 May 1998 or with 
your own stockbroker. You must then 
complete and submit your applica¬ 
tion form to your chosen Share Shop 
or stockbroker, to be received by 
12 noon, Thursday 7 May 1998. 


BARCLAYS STOCKBROKERS 

0800 400 401 

HARGREAVES LANSDOWN 

0500 404 055 

NATWEST STOCKBROKERS 

0800 210 217 

SKIPT0N BUILDING SOCIETY 

0800 138 0800 

THE SHARE CENTRE 

0500 441144 


THE Lord Chief Justice is 
backing a campaign to en¬ 
courage solicitors to do 
more unpaid work for the 
“less affluent members of 
society". 

Lord Bingham of Comhill 
says that solicitors should see 
such work as a universal 
ethical obligation. It would 
also help their public image. 

In a leaflet to all solicitors’ 
firms in England and Wales 
this week, he says: “No prac¬ 
tising lawyer is unaware of the 
centuries-old taunt that the 
only professional concern of 
lawyers is their professional 
remuneration. There can be 
no more effective riposte than 
a willingness to work, part of 
the time, for nothing." 

The leaflet has been sent out 
by the Solicitors’ Pro Bono 
Group, set up last September 
by eleven of the largest law 
firms in the country to boost 
pro bono work by the solici¬ 
tors. The initiative coincides 
with the row this week over 
publication by the Lord Chan¬ 
cellors Department of a 
league table purporting to be 
the top 40 barristers' and 
solicitors’ Arms earning most 
from the legal aid fund. 

The Bar denounced the fig¬ 
ures as inaccurate and mis¬ 
leading. while the Law Society 
said that firms on the Ust 
should be proud of their 
inclusion because it reflected 
the volume of work they did 
and help that they gave. The 
Pro Bono Group now wants 
the rest of the profession to 
sign up to an organised 


scheme and provide die fund- 
ing needed to coordinate -' 
pro bono work throughout the 
country. 

Feta Sweet, the group’s di¬ 
rector, said that firms that 
took part would “demonstrate 
a tangible commitment to the 
provision of pro bono services 
as a means of meeting unmet 
need”. This would snow die 
wider public dial the profes¬ 
sion did care about access to 
justice. 

In die leaflet. Lord Bing¬ 
ham. the most senior judge in 
England and Wales, says that 
Britain is lagging behind 
countries such as me United 
States, and parts of the Com¬ 
monwealth such as New 
South Wales, where unpaid 
work had come to be accepted 
as a professional obligation. 

“There always have been, 
and always will be. those who ^ 
lack the means to obtain the * 
legal advice or help which they 
need and who cannot for 
whatever reason obtain public 
support” he says. “Solicitors 
up and down the country have 
always recognised that need 
by acting for nothing or for 
much reduced fees in deserv¬ 
ing cases." 

But Lord Bingham says, 
much of the work has ban 
done piecemeal and ad hoc. 
Solicitors have also been slow 
to publicise the work. Instead, 
solicitors should build their 
existing pro bono activity into 
a “more professional, better 
directed, better co-ordinated, 
more universal ethical — 
obligation". “ 


Inventor’s patent 
claim causes stink 
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By Michael Horsnell 

A MALODOROUS dispute 
has broken out at the Patent 
Office over the competing 
claims of two inventors to 
have overcome the smell of 
sweaty feet 

Peter Chown. a former RAF 
engineer, unveiled his design 
last month and said it had 
been prompted by his wife’s 
complaints about their grand¬ 
sons’ trainers. 

His Eare Feet invention, 
featured in the BBCl Tomor¬ 
rows World programme, in¬ 
volves a valve system which 
releases deodorant through 
microscopic holes into the 
shoes from a reservoir in the 
heel, activated by movement 
_ Mr Chown, 55, a profes¬ 
sional inventor from King’s 
Lynn. Norfolk, filed his patent 
application, entitled An Arti¬ 
cle of Footwear, at die Patent 
Office on November 121997. 

The television exposure did 
not enthrall the physicist Kurt 
Sugden, however. His patent 
(GB 2291334). entitled Aerated 
Footwear, was granted on 
March 26 last year after being 
filed on October 21 1993. Dr 
Sugden’s scheme utilises foot 
pressure to disperse deodor¬ 
ant as well as fresh air. 



Two men are daiming 
smelly trainer success 

Dr Sugden. who developed 
the system through his re¬ 
search and development con¬ 
sultancy. Thesis, in Penrith. 
Cumbria, said: “I am not 
saying he stole the idea, but 
he doesn’t realise he could be 
infringing someone else’s pat¬ 
ent." His lawyers have fired 
off a warning letter. 

The Patent Office con¬ 
firmed Dr Sugden’s patent 
had been granted and said 
Mr Chown’s application was 
at an eariy stage. 

Mr Chown said last night 
“We want to try and see if it 
might be possible to merge 
our ideas.” 
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‘Two strikes’ man 
gets life sentence 
for violent assault 
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gCricket 
I board 
|ays sorry 
'to sacked 
secretary 

f ' L g By A Correspondent 

-^THERESA HARRILD. 

who won a sexual dis- 

- crimination case against 
the England and Wales 
Gicket Board, has re¬ 
ceived an apology and 
“substantial sum”, her so- 
: Gators said yesterday. 

- ' The former Lord's re¬ 
ceptionist won an indns- 
trnal tribunal in March 
darning she had been 

-sicked after being forced 
to terminate her pregnan- 
-,cy. A day after the case. 

- Thn Lamb, chief executive 
of the ECB, accused Miss 
Hamid, 32, of making 
^hurtful allegations'’ 
which he claimed were 
untrue. 

A joint statement last 
night issued by Miss 
Hamid'S solicitors, said 
Lord MacLaurin, the 
■ board chairman, had “ex¬ 
pressed sincere regret for 
; any distress which the 
recent industrial tribunal 
proceedings, and subse¬ 
quent press statements 
have caused Miss 
Hamid". 

. It continued: The ECB 
will be paying a substan¬ 
tial sum to Theresa 

• Hamid and the legal costs 
which she had to incur. 
Theresa Harrild is 
pleased that this matter 
has now been brought to a 
conclusion." 

Miss Harrild. who has a 
"14-year-old son. upset the 
England cricket hierarchy 
when _she brought her 
-case.: She- was dismissed 
from her £14*000-ayear 
ii job -last June and, at the 
hearing, claimed Mr 
lamb. 44. was a sexist and 

• a bully who had once 
described some women 

- players as “dykes". 

Miss HarrOd. from 
/. BlackJbeath. southeast 
London, said she was giv- 
~;en £400 to pay for an 
: abortion because bosses 
: feared a baby would 
wreck the career of its 
father. Nick Marrincr. 
head of youth cricket 


A FORMER armed robber 
was jailed for life yesterday 
under the “two strikes and 
our law for criminals convict¬ 
ed of a repeat violent or 
serious sexual offence. 

Edward Kelly. 39. was given 
an automatic life term for a 
violent attack on a man 17 
years after he was jailed for a 
series of armed robberies. 
Kefly. from Kentish Town. 
North London, is the second 
pereon to be given an automat¬ 
ic life sentence since the Crime 
(Sentences) Act became law 
last year. 

Judge Fabyan Evans said 
Kelly should serve a mini¬ 
mum of four years for “retri¬ 
bution and deterrence" for 
what he called a vicious, 
unprovoked and prolonged 
attack on a man at a North 
London railway station. 

At the end of the four years it 
will be for the Parole Board to 
decide whether he remains a 
risk to the public and should 
be kept in jail until he is 
considered safe for release. 

In February James Hall. 24, 
became the first person to be 
given an automatic life sen¬ 
tence under the Act He was 
convicted of stabbing a fellow 
resident at a hostel in Lincoln. 
The judge said he should serve 
a minimum of six years before 
bong eligible for parole. 

Kelly was jailed at Middle¬ 
sex Crown Court yesterday 
one month after being found 
guilty of causing grievous 


Former armed 
robber is jailed 
17 years after 
his previous 
conviction, writes 
Richard Ford 

bodily harm with intent on a 
man who intervened during a 
row between youths and a girl. 
He attacked Alex Humphreys, 
25. as he stood on a platform at 
Caledonian Rd and Bams- 
bury station last October. 

Kelly crossed the railway 
tracks and punched Mr Hum¬ 
phreys, a warehouse employ¬ 
ee, to the ground. He kicked 
him in the head causing a 
broken cheekbone and a tem¬ 
porary lade of vision. At one 
stage Kelly sat aside Mr 
Humphreys and punched him 
on the head 

Judge Evans said that al¬ 
though Kellys original convic¬ 
tion for armed robbery had 
been when he was 19. there 
were no “exceptional circum¬ 
stances" in the latest case that 
would allow him to pass a 
sentence of less than life. “In 
the circumstances the law 
requires me to pass a life 
sentence in accordance with 
the Act." he said The judge 


When the spiritual 
turn to the spirit 

By Ruth Gledhiul religion correspondent 


A VICAR is attempting to 
boost falling congregations by 
installing a bar in the back of 
his church. 

The Rev Robert Johnson. 
Rector of Burslem in Stafford¬ 
shire. has been awarded a 
licence for two days for his 
church during the Burslem 
Arts Festival this weekend 

But if the bar packs in the 
crowds during a jazz concert 
and old-time musical at the 
church,, he may .consider 
asking local magistrates to 
make it a more regular fixture. 

Ironically. Mr Johnson’s 
church is named after one of 
the most renowned teetotallers 
of all time, St John the Baptist 
But Mr Johnson insisted that 
there was no conflict of ideals. 
“It is so people can feel more 
comfortable with the idea of 
coming into a church build¬ 
ing." he said 

The bar will be ran by a 
local landlord Mr Johnson 
said: “We are inviting people 


in to have a drink — the bar 
will be at the back of the 
church. Many look at the 
church with some sort of awe 
or mystique. 

“It’s a change from the 
spiritual to foe spirit We want 
to do something that interests 
people in the community who 
have a problem with going 
intoadiureh. 

“There are bars in church 
halls all the time, but no one 
can remember it happening in 
a church before. The bar Is 
well away from the worship 
area and will be dosed during 
services. Some people have 
images of lager louts coming 
in and lying all over the pews 
with cans everywhere, and 
others are simply bemused” 

Although some churches 
meet in converted pubs, and 
some redundant churches 
have been converted into wine 
bars, it is considered unprece¬ 
dented for a bar to be licensed 
inside an active church. 
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said Kelly would be eligible 
for parole after serving four 
years. In 1979 Kelly was jailed 
hy an Old Bailey judge for 14 
years for a series of armed 
robberies cm banks in North 
London. 

During one of the raids 
Kelly, wearing a rubber mask 
and carrying a sawn-off shot¬ 
gun, shot a customer in the leg 
before he and an accomplice 
made off empty handed. Their 
raids netted £33.000. 

Jim Stuiman, for the de¬ 
fence, tried to persuade Judge 
Evans to pass a determinate 
sentence, saying the attack 
bore no similarities to the 
previous conviction. He said 
Kelly was not a dangerous 
man and there was no need for 
the public to be protected from 
him. 

Penal reformers criticised 
the Act that forred the judge to 
impose a life sentence. Paul 
Cavadino. of the National 
Association for the Care and 
Resettlement of Offenders, 
said: “No one would dispute 
that Mr Kelly's offence de¬ 
served a stiff sentence but 
requiring courts to pass life 
sentences on repeat offenders 
regardless of the individual 
circumstances is both unjust 
and absurd. 

“Judges can already pass 
life sentences for serious vio- 
lentcrimes when the gravity of 
the offence or the dangerous- 
ness of the offender justify 
this." 



Penelope Chinn, a first-year student is escorted home yesterday morning 
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No leap 
year for 
May Day 
students 

By A Correspondent 

MAY DAY celebrations in 
Oxford passed off quietly 
yesterday morning after 
Magdalen Bridge was dosed 
for safety reasons. 

Thousands of revellers 
congregated at either end of 
the bridge to hear choristers 
singing madrigals from the 
top of Magdalen's Great 
Tower, but there were not the 
usual riotous scenes of 
drunken students leaping 
from the bridge into the 
Cherwefl. 

Police and the student 
union safety committee had 
dedded to dose the bridge 
because of the recent heavy 
rainfalls. The water was 
flowing ten times faster than 
last year and there were fears 
that anyone leaping into the 
river would not resurface. 

After the singing had fin¬ 
ished. the majority of the 
crowd, many in ballgowns 
and dinner jackets, wan¬ 
dered quietly home. David 
Tudor-M organ, an engineer¬ 
ing student at Oxford 
Brookes University, said: 
“They are spoiling our fun. 
This event has a 200-year 
tradition and we should be 
allowed to jump if we wanL 
We should be able to take the 
risk. It is our choice." 

Emily Waller, also from 
Oxford Brookes, added: 
“This is the one day of the 
year when we can all get 
.together and have some fun. 
They are ruining it” 
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Open season on seals 
threatens tourist trade 


Gillian Harris reports on fears 
raised in the Shetland Islands 
by the lifting of a shooting ban 

come back again and again. 
Nothing can frighten them.* 
His farm has 685,000 fish in 


THE lifting this week of a 
long-standing ban on the 
shooting of common seals 
around Shetland has raised 
fears of a slaughter that could 
repel tourists, damaging what 
is an increasingly important 
industry for the islands. 

Since the ban was imposed 
in 1973 salmon fanners have 
struggled in secret to protect 
their stock from the seals that 
break into their cages to feed. 
Shooting the seals has been a 
furtive business, carried out at 
isolated spots on the 13 sparse¬ 
ly populated islands. 

One salmon farmer who 
admitted ignoring the ban 
said: “Seals are a menace. 
Tourists might see them as 
cuddly, but if 1 see one at my 
fish I'll shoot it" 

Now that the killing is no 
longer illegal there is growing 
concern fruit huge numbers of 
seals will be shot John Uttley. 
area manager for Scottish 
Natural Heritage in Lerwick, 
said: “in Orkney seals have 
been killed in cold blood and 
we wouldn’t want to see that 
happening in Shetland.* 

The prospect of seal carcass¬ 
es being found on the white 


sands is alarming for the those 
who make their living From 
tourism. The abundance of 
wildlife is being used to attract 
tourists to Shetland and many 
come especially to see the seal 
pups. 

Maurice Mullay, executive 
director of the Shetland Tour¬ 
ist Board, doubts that thou¬ 
sands will be killed, as 
predicted by the Seal Preser¬ 
vation Society. But he said the 
seals were an important at¬ 
traction and any threat was of 
concern, adding that the num¬ 
bers shot would be monitored. 

For their part the salmon 
farmers are not sentimental. 
Robert Johnson, who man¬ 
ages Mill bum Farm near 
Vidlin. said that “rogue seals* 
were the problem. They are 
persistent predators. I can 
recognise them from the red 
paint which has rubbed off on 
their faces from the nets. They 


cages. The seals lunge at the 
nets, snatching chunks of 
salmon. Machines that trans¬ 
mit a high-frequency screech, 
and even inflatable killer 
whales, are used as deterrents, 
but with varied effect 
Mr Johnson said that he 
seals were killed only as a last 
resort. “Everybody who works 
in the industry has at one time 
or another shot a seal. If you 
have a predatory animal you 
have to get rid of iL" 

During the ban many salm¬ 
on formers were reluctant to 
break die law. The common 
seal population, a fifth of 
which is in Shetland, rose 
from 1,750 to what the Govern¬ 
ment described as a sustain¬ 
able minimum of 6,000. 

During the past 25 years 
public opinion has come out 


strongly against killing seals. 
The environmental lobby, 
which did not exist in the 
1960s when seals were last 
hunted openly in Shetland, 
has forced farmers to be 
secretive. 

John Goodlad. secretary of 
the Shetland Fishermen’s As¬ 
sociation, said: “Seals, for 
some reason, especially pups, 
stir people's emotions. But we 
cant have die economy of 
Shetland and how we live and 
work dictacted to us by people 
who live in towns and have no 
idea what they are talking 
about There will always be 
instances when seals need to 
Ik shot It’s a fact of life.* 

□ Tests carried out to deter¬ 
mine what killed up to 1,000 
adult sea lions and 1.400 pups 
this year in the Auckland 
Islands. 200 miles south of 
New Zealand, have proved 
inconclusive. The Conserva¬ 
tion Department in Welling¬ 
ton said that blood and tissue 
from the carcasses had been 
examined for an infectious 
agent or toxic residue without 
a dear result The US Agricul¬ 
ture Department was carrying 
out final tests for viruses. 



A common seal off Lerwick: numbers are now at a sustainable minimum of 6,000 
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11 charged 
over soccer 
violence 

Eleven people have been 
charged with public order 
offences after police arrested a 
number of suspected football 
hooligans in Kent London 
and Surrey. Three of the 11 
were also charged with throw¬ 
ing raissOes on to a playing 
area. The arrests followed 
violence at the Second Divi¬ 
sion match between Gflling- 
ham and Fulham last month, 
during which one fan, died. 
Eurostar tickets to France 
during the World Cup were 
also seized in die operation. 

Death charges 

Wendy Dodd, 40. of Leeds, 
was bailed by Pudsey magis¬ 
trates, accused of manslaugh¬ 
ter and wilful Degleci after the 
drowning of Charlea Fox and 
Jasmine Neville, both 8. last 
July in die River Wharfe at 
Odey. West Yorkshire. 

Children’s deaths 

Two' children found dead at 
their home in Grimsby on 
Wednesday, had been smoth¬ 
ered, police said. Their moth¬ 
er. Sally Bond. 33. had been 
strangled. The children's 
father, Alexander Lumsdea 
46. was found dead in a car. 
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Happy day 
when dog 
was man’s 
best man 

By A Correspondent 

WHEN Simon Rickman took 
his wedding vows, his best 
man was Muttley. his border 
collie. 

Mr Rickman, a graphic 
designer from Richmond. 
Surrey, said yesterday: “It 
was a choice between my 
brother and my best friend. I 
chose Muttley so neither of 
them would get upseL* 

The dog wore matching bow 
and cuffs for the occasion at St 
Mary Magdalene Church. 
Richmond, and when it came 
to exchanging rings with Deb¬ 
orah. his bride. Mr Rickman 
undipped them from seven- 
year-old Muttley •$ collar. 

The Rev Julian Reindorp, 
the rector, said: The dog 
meant a lot to them. He came 
to the wedding preparations 
and was always well behaved. 
He also sat remarkably still 
throughout the service. 

“He has been very much 
part of Simons life for some 
time and they ail took the 
wedding very seriously* He 
added: “I have never done a 
wedding like this before but 
this is England and we do love 
our pets* 

Mr Reindorp said the dog. 
which regularly attended ser¬ 
vices at the church, even 
“signed" the witness book with 
a paw print 


Quick on draw 

A Premium Bond holder from 
Kent who bought E 13,000 
worth of bonds less than four 
months ago, has made a rapid 
return on the investment by 
beoming the 50th millionaire 
selected by Ernie, the draw 
computer. 

Love-struck nurse 

A prison nurse was struck off 
the nurses' register after help¬ 
ing a killer with whom she 
was halting an affair to ab¬ 
scond. Sylvana Osborne later 
married Andrew Os home, 
who is now back in Littlehey 
Prison. Cambridgeshire. 

Detective sacked 

A detective constable convict¬ 
ed of drink-driving has been 
sacked from South Yorkshire 
Police. Joan Thorpe. 32. was 
banned from driving for 30 
months this week after bring 
convicted of driving while 
three times over the limit. 

Street wise 

Callie Comiskey. 17. of 
Faraworth. near Manchester, 
saw a Corondtion Street epi¬ 
sode about a baby dying of 
meningitis and recognised the 
symptoms in her eight- 
month-old daughter. Doctors 
were able to save her. 

Amber riches 

A 25 million-year-old lizard 
encased in amber, believed to 
be the largest complete crea¬ 
ture to be found preserved in 
resin, is expected to fetch up to 
£150.000 when it goes for 
auction at Phillips, New York, 
on May 17. 
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The bappie: 
young, free 
and trendy 

Gone are the days when parenthood meant poverty 
and social deprivation, reports Alexandra Frean 
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HE DINES at Quaglino's 
wears P&uJ Smith, meets girls 
at The Fifth-Floor Restaurant 
at Harvey Nichols and flies to 
New York to feed the ducks in 
Central Park. 

He is a bappie (Baby of 
Affluent Parents), indulged by 
his family and f&ted by the 

marketing men who are thrilled i 

to. find a fresh generation to ! 
flaunt their designer labels. 

A true bappie dribbles his 
organic yoghurt on nothing 
less than a French Connection 
romper suit. Before putting 
his foot in his mouth, it must 
be shod in a Timberland boot 

His hero is Sulaiman Khan, 
the ultimate bappie son of 
Jemima Goldsmith and i 
Imran Khan. Sulaiman was 
invited to pose on the cover of ! 
Taller when he was only a few j 
weeks old. Of course, he wore i 
BabyGap. i 

. .Bappies are the children of < 
affluent professionals in their , 
late twenties or thirties who 
have a stylish wardrobe, love j 
to travel and are determined 
not to compromise their com- ! 

fortable lifestyle just because i 

they are parents. Their spend- i 

big power is demonstrated by I 

the mushrooming supply of I 

upmarket baby products. 1 

firm designer clothes to or- t 

ganic baby foods and all- t 

terrain pushchairs. 

Two glossy magazines have t 

just been launched to serve i 

this growing market Junior. ( 

now in its second issue, is 
Taller for tots. This season's ( 

"chic-est" fashion item for i 

children, says an article in < 

issue one, is an embroidered 1 


bappie (ba-pi) n. edict}. (wig. 
U.S.). Also Bappie. |(. the | 
initial letters of |Baby of ■ 

1 Affluent (Professional) 
Parents]. A jocular term for 

a member of a socio¬ 
economic group comprising 
die children of middle-class 
and well-to-do parents, 
working in cities. 

\ Also aarib. 1W8 77te Times 
* May 2 “A true bappie 
\ dribbles his organic 
{ yoghurt on nothing less 
7 than a French Connection 
l romper suit-" 


kaftan from Paul Smith, price 
£55. There is also a review of 
child-friendly restaurants in 
London. Traditional haunts 
such as Harvester and Happy 
Eater are not recommended 
Chris Taggart, Editor of Ju¬ 
nior. previously worked on the 
style magazines The Face and 
Arena. 

Rachel Shattack. Editor of 
M. described her magazine as 
“a kind of Cosmo for kids". 
She said: “The average age for 
women to have their first baby 
is now 28. Because they have a 
longer period of independence 
before their children arrive, 
they have higher expectations 
of lots of things, from how they 
travel to where they eat out." 
The first issue of M. which 
goes on sale Monday, includes 
articles on family therapy and 
complementary medicine. 

Roy Petry. a director of the 
Chartered Institute of Market¬ 
ing who specialises in chil¬ 
drens' goods, said: “No one 
has really tried to market to 
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.^Bappies like 
'^Chicken korma babyfbod.. 
Paul Smith kaftans and 
"•BabyGap jeans 
Aromatherapy and baby 
""massage 
'“HbBdays at Club Med 
Dinner at Quaglino's 
Pore cotton and cashmere 
. ATPs (all-terrain 
■''* pushchairs) 


Bappies hate 
Packets of dried macaroni 
cheese 

Clothes from Mother care 
Calpol and NHS waiting 
rooms 
Butlm's 

Outings to McDonald’s 
restaurants 
Anything synthetic 
Collapsible buggies 


this group before, but the 
potential is huge. 

"It is not just rich people 
this group also includes the 
aspiring rich. There is an 
element of snobbery: they 
want to have things that 
establish them as an 'if family 
in other people's eyes." 

Evidence of the bappie 
boom is emerging on the high 
street Last month French 
Connection opened its first 
“Junior" store on King's Road. 
Chelsea. A shift dress costs 
about £25, boy’s jeans are £24 
and puffed jackets £80. 

Lilli Anderson, a spokes¬ 
woman for the company, said: 
“These dothes are aimed at 
French Connection customers 
who want their children to 
look trendy and dress similar¬ 
ly to them. They would be a 
young couple with the type of 
father who wants the children 
to be fashionable but wear 
something interesting." she 
said. 

Upmarket hotels, bars and 
restaurants are becoming in¬ 
creasingly tolerant of bappie 
customers, tailoring their 
menus and furniture to the 
needs of the diminutive new 
clientele. Sir Terence Conran's 
London restaurants all have 
high chairs. Quaglino's. in St 
James's, provides the a la carte 
menu at half price for five to 12 
year olds. 

The travel industry is also 
responding to a boom in 
bappie holidaymakers. Virgin 
Atlantic said that demand for 
lone-haul seats for toddlers 
had grown from 6 to 10 per 
cent between 1993 and 1998. 
Junior demands led the com¬ 
pany to revamp its children's 
inflight packs in January. The 
pint-sized traveller can now 
pose in a pair of wraparound 
sunglasses while chewing a 
guide to training shoes and 
tearing up a story book. 

Grocers are welcoming 
bappies, too. At Planet Organ¬ 
ic, in Westboume Grove, chil¬ 
dren’s food products are the 
fastest-growing product lines. 
“Our customers tend to be 
well-educated people who are 
aware of the dangers of pesti¬ 
cides. They do tend to be 
people with money,” a spokes¬ 
woman said. 

Haute cuisine for babies is 
appearing on the shelves of 
Safeway and Waitrose. The 
Original Fresh Babyfood 
Company has delicacies such 
as sweet potato and carrot 
with cinnamon or baked fish 
with fennel and potato. Even 
mainstream manufacturers 
are providing gourmet recipes 
such as turkey pot au feu. 

The only flung that can’t be 
bought by bappie families is 
time. Mr Perry gave warning 
that many tots will grow out of 
bappiehood well before their 
parents would wish, with dire 
results for street cred. “You 
can impose your own taste in 
clothes, food and toys on 
children when they are very 
small bui by the time they 
reach three of four it becomes 
impossible. 

“They just want things that 
other kids have and what they 
see on television and a lot of 
that may not be very 
upmarket," he said. 

Leading article, page 21 



Nappies and 
the Pill set 
women free 

By Philip Delves Broughton 


Model family: David Green and Jane Campbell with daughter Ellie yesterday 




WOMEN have named dis¬ 
posable nappies, contracep¬ 
tives and the mobile 
telephone as among the 
most valuable inventions of 
the late 20th century. 

At the Female Millenni¬ 
um conference, organised 
by the International Wom¬ 
en’s Forum, prominent 
women from around the 
world were asked to contrib¬ 
ute an item to an imaginary 
time capsule. Baby grows, 
flashy cars to make men 
envious and the Education 
Act which raised the school 
leaving age to 16. were also 
included. 

Hillary Clinton offered 
an inscribed copy of four of 
her international speeches 
on women’s issues. Rabbi 
Julia Neuberger chose the 
babygrow. as it “symbolised 
containing children and giv¬ 
ing them their freedom”. 

Dame Stella Rimington. 
known to most people only 
from her time as the steely- 
rimmed Spook-in-Chief. 
chose disposable nappies, 
arguing that they “revo¬ 
lutionised the amount of 
effort involved in raising 
children”. She explained 
that she employed reusable 
nappies for her elder daugh¬ 
ter and disposables for her 
second, a striking difference 
that left her pondering 
whether, if men did more 
nappy duty, they would be 
so concerned about the 




used-nappy mountain said 
to be threatening the 
environment 

Striking a blow for the 
maturer woman was Sally 
Green gross, the Director- 
General of Age Concern 
England. She wanted to pop 
in the capsule a packet of 
HRT tablets and a week out 
of her diary. 

Baroness Denton of 
Wakefield suggested the 
mobile phone and car for 
independence, security amt 
one in the eye for men. 
Rosalind Miles, the writer 
and broadcaster, called 
contraceptives “the sine qua 
non of healthy, fulfilled 
womanhood", while Sheila 
Needham, the managing di¬ 
rector of a design company, 
offered a wedding ring. 
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She’s all dressed up and 
knows just where to go 

„ i-—-1 her parents hired the Coun 


By Alexandra Frean 

UE CAMPBELL GREEN, 
pd 2 * 2 , is a regular at the 
et Bar. an exclusive club on 
indon’s Old Park lane, 
in gout of celebrities such as 
ue Moss. Winona Ryder 
id Liam Neeson. 

An archetypal bappie. Elbe 
es there with her parents, 
ne Campbell, 27, ana David 
reen. 26, both models- She 
es m Primrose Hill, north- 
st London, and dresses at 
eneh Connection. BabyGap 
id Agnes B. Her toys come 
mi the upmarket children’s 
>re Daisy and Tom on the 
rig’s Road. London, and the 
trty Learning Centre. 

She has recently returned 
mi a weekend break at a 
■e-star hotel in Chester and 
planning a Christmas hoh- 
y in the Caribbean wnh her 
rents. Ms Campbell be- 
ves it is healthy for her 
Tiph tgr io share their life- 
rte. “When I was pregnant, i 
ought 1 would never 1« the 

by change my life- 
IgoJTcakrEUiewith medI 
q. 1 sometimes lake her 1 
stings with me. i tend not to 
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EUie: it 
out at 


llariy hangs 
ie Met Bar 


take her to work, but she has 
been on trips abroad with 

me,” she said. 

She buys most of Elbe s foo? 
at Planet Organic, an organic 
supermarket- and is always 
scouring fashion catalogues 
for clothes for her daughter. 
For Elite's second birthday. 


her parents hired the Court¬ 
yard Cafe, a fashionable res¬ 
taurant on the Portobello 
Road, and invited 40 guests as 
a treat. 

Ms Campbell does not think 
EUie is spoilt "I dont buy her 
lots. 1 only buy her toys on her 
birthdays and at Christmas. 1 
just want her to have nice stuff 
— 1 think a lot of parents do." 
she said. 

At two weeks old. Jack 
Staines is scarcely aware of 
the delights of bappiehood 
that await him. His sister 
Chloe. two, has already dined 
at most of the trendy restau¬ 
rants along Bellevue Road, 
overlooking Wandsworth 
Common, southwest London. 
In September the two Staines 
bappies are going on holiday 
to Barbados with their par¬ 
ents. Amelia and Simon, both 
graphic designers. 

Like most parents of 
bappies. Ms Staines. 33. did 
not want children to affect her 
social life. “We tend to take 
Chloe along with us wherever 
we go. We don’t want w put 
our lives on hold just because 
we have children. I think it is 
quite a healthy approach." 


It's not just a bear that can rest at ease with this 

great otter. American Express have made it . 

even simpler for you and your family to enjoy 

the fun when you visit Disneyland* Paris. Book 

a stay between 19 April and 5 July 1998 and 

you'll receive a free hotel upgrade along with ■ 

extra free Service Magique benefits. All 

calculated to make your visit just thatlittle bit . - • % 

more enjoyable. 

Free upgrade to first class 
accommodation. 

With the American Express 'Wonderful World' 

offer you’ll get 6rst-daas treatment throughout 

your stay. Cardmembers will receive a free ‘ 

upgrade to the four star luxury of the Hold New 

York or the binHrf-the-centiny Victorian 

elegance of the Disneyland HoteL AD for the price ;r. - 

of stays at Disneyland Paris' midrrange hotels. 

Service Magique. 

In addition to your free hotel upgrade, the 

exclusive Service Magique benefits are available .^9 

to all American Express Cardmernbecs whenever 

you visit. These indude discounts on merchandise, 

free lunches for your diildrsi, free drinks at . ■■ 

your hotel, complimentary souvenirs of your 

stay and special privileges at the Planet 

Hollywood restaurant at the Disney Village. 9 

1998: The Year of Disney Classics. 

There simply isn't a better time to visit. 1998 is a *: 

special year at Disneyland Paris as they will be ■. 
celebrating Disney's animation legacy of 35 full ."® 

feature classics- Special new entertainment ^ v>9 

featuring the Disney Classic stars from Snow - 'afCAa v.- V jfe f 
White to Hercules will complement your usual > ; 1 ^Hwjj 

Disneyland Pads favourites 
from over 50 attractions in 

'' 1 dtefivemagtcallands.Hie ; 

X new WcmderW World of 

'5r os Disney parade actually allows 
children to play a rale in the most memorable ^ ^ 

scenes from Disney's greatest classics. Your child 

might dance mth Cinderella, party to the jungle ? .i .?].: - : /. 
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beat wifli Bak» and King Louie or leap on the 
rooftops of London with Mary Popping. And the 
new Winnie the Pooh show will transport you 
to Christopher Robin's childhood days with toe 
'silly old bear’ and his delightful friends. 

If you visit during May and June you can marvel 
at the majestic Festival of Flowers, Celebrating 
Disney's films featuring the animal kingdom, 
you'll see Bambi. the Lion King and many more 
come alive in flowers. 

The magic continues even 
when you get home. 

And with this offer, the magic and benefits don't 
end when you leave. That's because included 
in your Service 
Magique coupons, 
you'll find a special 
~ offer giving you three 

tickets for the price of two 
when you visit Disney's Beauty and 
||flr toe Beast musical now playing at 
HrnLondon's Dominion Theatre to rave reviews. 

To book simply call Disneyland Paris direedy at 
the number below, quoting the American 
Express 'Wonderful World' offer, and pay with 
your American Express Card. Alternatively see 
your American tfBmmBM 
Expresstravel - • , f .. 

agenL A free hotel ’ OoT^ 

upgrade. Service 7T "■ 

Magique benefits 

and discount to Disney's Beauty and the Beast 
theatrical- As Baloo might say: 

"Man, that's really livin'.” 

Hurry while there is still availability. 
Call Disneyland Paris on 

0990 03 03 09 

If you don’t already tome the Card, just call 
0800700222 to apply. 






Ttw upgrade m a illwnflBrti rtinm, daitv earrtfairma] b^aklagt >nd CtltTOfKC to thgThcroe Partfc for 

jmur «ay>. Bool ifaeHiMclNew V«k far the price erf ttwSequaj Lodge ra tbe ESawytand Hotel for ttwpricuot (be Newport Buy Ooh. Prtasctf padap* vuy aomdinjjtDdayriflritvd. VdidteBiiivditet«^10Apcil^ SMylWtnduabe. 
The ofierBnotoimulfltinwah other ^eckdottiss aid k sriqect to avaiUxlityM time onwoUig. Standard ttum and conduinu apply. Foil tenm end ccnditiwv «re upon request- 
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29” Dolby Pro-Logic Surround 
Sound TV with Fastext 

■ 68cm visible screen size. 

■ On-screen display. 

Model 29SX2EKR- 
Was £699.99. 

In-store Price £649.99. 
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£59999 
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CAMCORDERS 

SAVE v /lOO 


HITACHI bho 


8mm Camcorder with 3” Colour LCD 


Screen and Speaker 


■ 16X20001. 


7 - 


£80 


WORLD CUP SPECIAL 


EEkm wUe oreen size. 
Uodri 2 aora, 9 NoeiHs 


FREE 



LAUNDRY 

o *100 
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SONY Z9* Dairy Pro-Logic Sunound 
Sound TV MMWWfi umi im 

68cm vhftjle screen O/UI 

sae. Model 29F3. Rullr/MHlU 
Was £819-99. yv gn aaiy 

12 RCOInHS MTERESt FKE 0PI10N* 


SONY V wndaiaten TV with 
Dolby Pio-togfc 
Surround Sound 
66cm vfefljle screen 
size. 

Model 28WS2. 


artanmetamrai 
IH uumD i uuJ 


In-store Price £499.99. 


VOUCHER PRICE 


- u & 


SAVE AN 
EXTRA £30 

OFF IN-STORE PRICE OF 

CLEARANCE 

CAMCORDERS 

Ask ln-s;cre lor ciPtails. 

HURRY! 


WHILE 

STOCKS LAST 
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PC AND PRINTER PACKAGES 

FROM ONLY *998 


MATSUl BBBH 2T tanm Cnmnl 

ryuhtTUnext VPMcwinna 

49cmviablescreen IJjbUs J«M J 

fceiawiT. 

•Model TVS21BA. Ark for death 

MSMTPW MS I OBCQUHfl 

SANYO g-|V uMiftHiBtt59aa«faaieW 

xreensfee.mxMS9 66.M 

wmsumhi w-sweB 

Price £29959. tHURNd 


toffer not toaOebta whan bought as Apart of TVMdao Package 

PANASONIC 


BANK HOLIDAY 

wsm 



GRADE A'FOR TOP WASH PERFORMANCE 


EffiS 


BANK HOLIDAY j) ~.AL' 'll I 

a-60 


DISHWASHERS 

SAVE TOTAL OF £90 


LOWEST EVER PRICE 
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21* MCAM Stereo TV 
with Fastext 

■ Sion visible screen size. 

■ On-screen display for 
ease of use. 

Model 21MD3. 

Was £369.99. 

In-store Price £32939. 

6 MONTHS INIERE5T 
FRHE OPTION* 
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SAVE £50 

EXCLUSIVE 


on SONY 


Separates 

When you purcfiasa 
any compatible 
MWMf-H System 
Models 

MDSJE5KVMOSS38. 
Aik far details 



f CD HI-FI SYSTEMS 

150 


UP TO A 
TOTAL OF £ 


INCLUDES 
£1000 

(SOFTWARE! 

! Atk fer derails 
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GRUNDIG CDMnTian 

Model M8C m-nore 
Price £299.99. 


LX. 


Lki. 


PANASONIC co mm i 

Mohlplay - jjlay* 
up to S CDs 
Model SCAK25. 





SONY CD Hi-Fi with Turntable 

■ Muftiplay - plays up to 5 CDs, 

■ DJ mix functions, a 120 watts (RMS) per channel. 

Model XB6. Was Was £«ft99r 

Was £429.99. In-store Price £399.99. 

9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 
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SAVE 

t50 


DISCOUNT 




COOKERS 

7250 


BELLING 

60cm Slot-in Electric Cooker 
■ Double oven. ■ Main fan oven, 
a Available in Green. Brown or white, 
a Dual rone grid. Model 626. 

Irvstore Pnce £749.99. 

6 MO NTHS INTEREST 

ma option* 


REFRIGERATION' 

770 


SAVE 


DISCOUNT 1 


VOUCHER PRICE 


£679.99 


HOLIDAY 


DISCOUNT 


I FREE i*RINTErt I 

msis 



PORTABLE CD HI-FI 

UP TO A 
TOTAL OF £ 
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AMSTRAD BHB 

voucHBt price HITACHI 

^ 40.. SMS**- 


Model MCD3S. 
In-Store Price £79 J9. 


f4999 


was £ 1 19^9. 

In-store Wca £99.99. 
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FREE OmON* 

- Model DIAMOND SUPRA 33 ML 
with Itoudier. Asfc for details 


^EE 0IGIIAI CAMERA 


40 


ON THE SPOT 


Find a lower price for the same product 
and offec complete, new. boxed and in 
stock in a local shop within 7 days of 
purchase and we*D match it 

WE’LL NEVER BE BEATEN 



H ANK HOLIDAY PT- 

~s 





CANDY 

10 7 eu.lt Fridge Fi 

■ Adjustable (hem ... 

a Full width salad ois 
Moriel CM3 D/12 P 
Was 049.99. 

in-store Pnce £299.99. 

6 MONTHS 
INTEREST 
FB® OPTION* 


VOUCTEK PW 

< 279.9 


NEW WORLD SOem Cy-Us*wS 

Gas Cooker ■moijSnrS 

Model CHORUS IL VfNB 
was D4KS H(|| f/hMu 
Was Q79J9. i 

S MONTHS wmesi FREE OPTION* 
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frUMC ^Interestfreeffrepakfinluflbrfow 

II HvnlU (orwidb)6th, 9th. 10th or T2tfc mootMy repayment 
«9 «o the period slated with the product See wHowaWorb* 
W bKtM hr drtafc. Example based on Cash Price of £49199. 
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wri^ 5 ; tsszsr 
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British play host 
to stars at best 

hotel in world 


L r*. <C 


THE best hotel in the world, 
according to a new survey, is a 
tow-rise Los Angeles retreat 
mat never advertises, claims 
to be impervious to paparaoi 
and is run almost exclusively 
.by British managers. 

The Hotel Bel-Air, which 
the Prince of Wales has lik¬ 
ened to “a rich friend's house", 
is.more beloved by this year's 
readers of Gourmet magazine 
than any other hotel on the 
planet, including the Peninsu¬ 
la in Hong Kong and the 
Oriental in Bangkok. 

Its general manager at¬ 
tributes the accolade to 
"American friendliness and 
British attention to detail". 
Frank Bowling was bom in 
Leeds and trained at the Savoy 
before spending 17 years in 
New York. His deputy manag¬ 
er, head chef, chief engineer 
and florist are also British. So 
are his front office manager 
and front desk manager. 

Overhung by subtropical 
foliage, the Bel-Air is the 
legacy of an eccentric oil 
billionaire who bought the 
lush slopes of Stone Canyon in 
. .die 1920s and divided them 
into large ranches "to keep out 
the Hollywood riff-raff", as 
Mr Bowling puts it The riff¬ 
raff may still be daunted by 
. room rates of up to $2300 
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Bowling: first job was 
in North Yorkshire 


i lies Golden Slate ‘ 

=■ * 

BEVERLY c = - - 


T ,_ Sana Monica 

Freeway 

.5^*' LOS 


ANGELES 


Pacific 

Ocean 


(£1360) a night for the presi¬ 
dential suite, but the elite 
(heck in in droves. Dodi Fayed 
was a guest shortly before he 
died: Tom Cruise and his wife. 
Nicole Kidman, are liable to 
take over a third of the hotel on 
Oscar weekends; and King 
Hussein of Jordan shares the 
Prince of Wales’s fondness for 
a courtyard overlooked by 
strangely stunted trees in 
Leonard ("Mr Spock") Mi- 
may's neighbouring garden. 
Baroness Thatcher prefers a 
suite at the other end. 

This week, as Mr Bowling 
savoured his victory over doz¬ 
ens of grander hotels. Julie 
Andrews. Julia Roberts and 
Robin Williams were among 
his guests. Nancy Reagan 
came for lunch as usual fThe 
Reagans live just up the 
street") and Arnold Schwarze¬ 
negger dined on the terrace, 
which boasts a heated floor. 

In a town that homes in on 
celebrities, the Bel-Air claims 
to offer them a degree of 
privacy they cannot find else¬ 
where. It is certainly a hard 
target for photographers. 
Giant Ficus trees make the 
main mission-style building 
invisible from its own car 
park, where attendants guard 
the footbridge that leads to the 
reception in a modest living 
room. 

“We don't get paparazzi 
here.” said Mr Bowling, 
whose first job was at the Buck 
Inn on the North York Moors. 
“They know they won’t gel 
past the door." 

Anecdotal evidence suggests 
he may be wrong. One photog¬ 
rapher recalled smuggling a 
camera into the dining room 
to take pictures of Mike Tyson. 
But reporters get little help at 
the front desk. The standard 
response to questions about 
guests is “Who?". Mr Bowling 
explained, adding that the 
bewilderment is sometimes 
genuine since most famous 
visitors use codenames. 

The Bel-Air — owned by 
Prince Jefri of Brunei, the 
Sultan’s brother — has no 
views, beach, tennis courts or 
golf course. It recently joined 
the global fitness craze by 
installing exercise machines in 
a cottage where Marilyn Mon¬ 
roe once lived, but its chief 
selling point is personal ser- 


s re 


Giles Whittell 

reports on an 
exclusive 
retreat that 
offers privacy 
for celebrities 


vice elevated to a form of 
religion. With up to three staff 
per guest, unusual requests 
raise few eyebrows. For one 
elderly actress, eight pages of 
special typewritten instruc¬ 
tions are kept on file with the 
final note: “Could change at 
anytime." 

The hotel's only permanent 
residents are a pair of Polish 
swans. Like many guests, they 
have a special diet and 
strangely familiar names — 
Hermes and Aphrodite. 
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The hotel’s quiet courtyard, whose admirers include the Prince of Wales and King Hussein of Jordan. The Reagans live "just up the street" 
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£4 OFF 


Contemporary stendl uplighters, available in 
cream, lime and orange 
Was £ 14-99 

Now £10.99 


20% OFF 

Do It All Design Collection Ranges - up to 
16 co-ordinating styles to choose from. 
Collections include bed linen, wallcoverings, lamp 
shades and curtains. e.g. Georgetown collection, 
available in lime/orange or Wue/yellow 
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£3 OFF 

Do It All Woodwash 
750ml, various shades 

Was £9.99 

Now £6.99 


20% OFF 

Do It All coloured emulsions, 2.5L 
including new season colours 
Was £10.49 

Now £8.39 
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£1.50 OFF 

Duiux Naturals emulsion, 
2.5L in various colours 
Was £ 12.49 

Now £10.99 
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15% OFF 


All ceramic wall and floor tiles 


IT ALL 

Lotte' where, you* live, 

9 DO IT ALL HELPLINE FREE HELP AND ADVICE 7 DAYS A WEEK 0800 436 436 

OFFERS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. 
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0 NEWS 


Drink-driver jailed for 
New Year’s Eve death 




( Family criticises sentence as man 
• without proper licence or insurance 
gets three years and nine months 


DRUNK driver who killed a 
)ung woman as she returned 
ome from celebrating New 
ear’s Eve with her fiancfe was 
jsterday jailed for three years 
rtd nine months. 

Josef Heame. 20. from 
/hitchurch. Oxfordshire, had 
Emitted causing the death of 
isa Wes broom, 21, by care¬ 
ss driving after consuming 
(Cess alcoboL 

He also admitted driving 
ith no insurance and without 
proper licence. Oxford 
rown Court was told that he 
ad had only three driving 
ssons but had saved up and 
ought his own car. 
Sentencing Heame, Judge 
nthony King told him: “You 
rove in a way which was 
toroughly reprehensible, tho- 
jughly irresponsible, incom- 
etent and too fast" 

The judge told Heame that 
e doubted that “those who 
ave lost a dear relation will 
ver feel any sentence will 
roperly reflect the gravity of 
/hat you have done". 

The court had been told that 
leame had been out drinking 
efore returning home where 
e had a row with his father, 
natched a set of keys to his 
ar and drove off. He swerved 
round his mother’s car 
arked in the driveway, 
mashed through a hedge and 


sped off down a country lane. 
Hitting another car and forc¬ 
ing a pedestrian to dive into a 
hedge. 

Heame lost control of his 
car after smashing into 
another vehicle on a bend 
outside a pub in Woodcote. 
Oxfordshire, as Miss Was¬ 
hroom was leaving with 
Darren Stevens, 23, her fianefi. 
Heame’s car spun out of 
control and hit both of them, 
killing Miss Wesbroom and 
pinning Mr Stevens under¬ 
neath. 

Heame tried to reverse but 
was unable to stan the car and 
he ran off chased by pub 
customers. He escaped but 
was arrested four hours later 
at a nearby railway station 
after his father spoke to police. 

James Cartwright, for 
Heame, said in mitigation: “It 
always remains the saddest 
aspect of these sorts of cases 
that one is always dealing 
with stupid behaviour which 
chance and fortune turns into 
a tragedy. 

“Although there is evidence 
he had been driving quite 
irresponsibly and stupidly be¬ 
fore the actual accident occ¬ 
urred, it was in the proper 
sense of the word an accident. 

"He had not intended to 
smash his car in any way and 
the accident happened not just 



Lisa Wesbroom: struck 
by car as she left pub 

through recklessness but obvi¬ 
ously through incompetence 
based on inexperience." 

Judge King told Heame that 
he had drunk too much, 
adding: “No sentence 1 can 
pass will ever put right what 
you have done." 

However, the judge said 
that Heame had received 
credit for pleading guilty at the 
earliest possible opportunity. 

Speaking outside court, Mr 
Stevens said: “1 would liked to 
have seen him get life for a life. 
I am not happy with what he 
has got. 1 still have not got 
over what happened and l still 
wear my engagement ring on 
my finger to remind me of 
Lisa." 

Miss Wesbroom's father 
John. S3, called for stiffer 
sentences. “The message to 
learn is just don't drink and 
drive. Don't let any family go 
through what we have gone 
through or what Josef 
Heame’s family has gone 


through. Don’t drink and 
drive because the hardship it 
causes is unbelievable. 

“There should be stiffer 
penalties. Let's try and stop it 
before it goes any further. Let’s 
not lose any more young lives. 
Justice has not been done 
today." 

Mr Wesbroom said that his 
daughter had always been 
very strongly against drinking 
and driving .and that the 
family would now have to try 
to rebuild their lives. “We 
were always very proud of 
Lisa. She was such a wonder¬ 
ful person,'’ he said. Heame 
would have to “get on with his 
life as well and accept what he 
has done". 

Mr Wesbroon said: “He has 
got a second chance but my 
daughter has not He can get 
on with his life. 2 feel sorry for 
his family. It is not their fault 
and they have to live with his 
guilt." 

The Campaign Against 
Drinking and Driving criti¬ 
cised the sentence as “abso¬ 
lutely disgusting". 

Maria Cape, the campaign 
secretary, said: “The maxi¬ 
mum sentence is ten years. He 
did everything wrong, he 
didn’t have a licence, he ran 
away — what have you got to 
do to get ten years? Just three 
years and nine months is 
disgraceful, he mil probably 
be out in two." 

Ms Cape, who lost her 16- 
year-old daughter to a drink- 
driver. said she hoped Miss 
Wesbroom’s family would ap- , 
peal, which they can do in the 
next 28 days. 
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Womens 
clash led 
to City 
bar brawl 




Sarah Small yesterday: “not the usual type of ‘glassing’ case," said the judge 


By a Correspondent 

A FRACAS between two 
career women in a City of 
London bar Fed to one of them 
tipping her lager over the 
other's head. But the glass 
being emptied by Sarah 
Small, a personal assistant at 
an accountancy firm, shat¬ 
tered. Claire Hawkins, a pub¬ 
lishing assistant suffered cuts 
to the forehead and bruises. 

Small. 30. fled to the lavato¬ 
ries and locked herself in. She 
was found in tears by staff 
and said she feared “being 
beaten up”, adding: “I didnt 
intend any injury.” 

At the Old Bailey yesterday. 
Small, the mother of an eight- 
year-old daughter, admitted 
assault causing actual bodily 
harm. She was ordered to pay 
Miss Hawkins £500 compen¬ 
sation and to complete 100 
hours’ community service. 

Bernard Phelvin. for the 
prosecution, said that too 
much drink had triggered “an 
exchange of looks” between 
the women. There was push¬ 
ing and shoving, and Small, 
of Buckhurst Hill, Essex, was 
assaulted and her mouth cut 
“Both ladies became very 
aggressive," he said 

Mr Phelvin said the prose¬ 
cution accepted that the glass 
shattered by accident Frag¬ 
ments had to be removed 
from the victim’s forehead 
and hair but the injuries were 
not severe. Judge Giles 
Forrester said: “It is a very 
different scenario to the usual 
type of deliberate ‘glassing’ 
case." 
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Cydist murdered vagrant 


By Michael Horsnell 

A CYCLIST who was pushed 
off his bicycle one night by a 
drunken vagrant was jailed 
for life at the Old Bailey 
yesterday for murdering his 
assailant in a fit of rage. 

Paul Erreira. 25. was said to 
have reacted to the assault by 
Albert Newman. 51 by pick¬ 
ing himself up and punching 
Mr Newman. Minutes later 
he returned and was seen 
jumping on him. 

Mr Newman, who had pre¬ 
viously suffered several men¬ 
tal breakdowns, died born 
multiple injuries on July 7. 


The Common Serjeant of 
London. Judge Neil Denison, 
told Erreira. who admitted 
murder “You acted impul¬ 
sively in the grip of over¬ 
whelming rage." 

But he said that, in recom¬ 
mending to the Home Secre¬ 
tary the length of time he 
should serve, he would take 
account of Erreira’s youth and 
remorse. Orlando Pbwnall, 
for the prosecution, said: “Al¬ 
though the initial confronta¬ 
tion was unpremeditated, this 
defendant returned to resume 
die attack at a time when the 
deceased was unconscious." 

Erreira, a cleaner, had 


drunk seven pints of lager 
and. upon returning to his flat 
in Walthamstow, East Lon¬ 
don. discovered that he had 
run out of cigarettes: On the 
way to buy some he came 
across Mr Newman, who was 
“ waving his arms about and 
caused the defendant to fall off 
his bike", Mr Pownall said. 

The noise made a resident. 
Robert Nelson, look out of his 
window. “Mr Nelson saw the 
defendant standing over what 
looked like a pile of rags.” said 
Mr Pownall. “The defendant 
was punching out with both 
fists, and jumping on and off 
the body." 


Introducing an amazing electronic road map 
of Great Britain at a new, breakthrough price 
of only £49 .95 + p&p 

Precise junction-by-junction directions to any UK destination 
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At the breakthrough price of just £49.95 + p&p, this incredible route-planner offers you a highly 
advanced electronic navigation system at a fraction of the normal price. 

Stored in the vast memory of the compact, pocket-sized unit is an electronic road map of Great 
Britain, featuring over 30,000 places in the UK, and from this computer atlas you can plan any journey 
in the British Isles with precision accuracy. Simply enter a starting point and a destination, and the 
unit will give you detailed, junction-by-junction journey instructions, providing the distance, time and 
estimated time of arrival to each destination, as well as instantly calculating journey costs and fuel 
consumption. If you encounter traffic 

jams, It will provide alternative routes 2X’£E2S;SttStt&gSSfcS& 
whilst you are travelling and multiple V***»“* '■ 

destinations can be organised for ----- 

optimum time planning and fuel ! rfttiKSSS'’'**" i 
efficiency. It even tells you which e»ts 1 Product a* pum Tatar i 

tO take at roundabouts! ! |C90W62S8ectrankr<«lpUriw | | £49J5 I 

Exceptionally easy to use it requires j ptass remember taaddttMpSp esT 1 

no programming and features user ! grand total { 
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it simpler than ever to get around. ! ' 

The unit features a QWERTY keypad j I 1 I I 1 I I I I I I I ill I | | _ H. .(_□ 1 

and a screen backlight for dark viewing j .. . . rTrr n ' 

conditions and requires 4 x AA batteries j “* - I 

(not supplied). Order this incredible [ MrfMrsflKss into*_ surname_« i 

road planner today and make travelling ! §; 

easier than ever. J ' “ ~-§« 
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World Cup’s 
ticket artistry 
fools forgers 

Ben MacIntyre reports on a dever cocktail of design 
_ technology that will control entiy to the contest 
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IT MAY be difficult to obtain a 
genuine ticket for the World 
Cup, but illegally manufactur¬ 
ing your own is impossible, 
according to the tournament 
organisers, who have unveiled 
what they say is one of the 
most forgery-resistant pieces 
of paper ever made. 

Scientists at the specialist 
.paper company. Aijo Wiggins, 
have spent two years design¬ 
ing the tickets, and the result is 
described as a “brilliant cock¬ 
tail" of high technology and 
high art, with more anti- 
counterfeit features than any 
banknote; 

_ Each of the 25 million 
tickets is unique, and they are 
designed in such a way that 
the purchaser should be able 


to tell at a glance whether he 
has been presented with a 
fake, the French Organising 
Committee for the World Cup 
(CFO) said. 

“The buyer will be the first 
judge of the ticket's authentic¬ 
ity, and should be able to 
detect any attempted counter¬ 
feit," Michel Platini and 
Fernand Sastre, joint CFO 
presidents, said this week. 

The most obvious anti-forg¬ 
ery device is a watermark, like 
those used on currency, repre¬ 
senting Footix. the tourna¬ 
ment's cockerel mascot The 
watermark, visible on both 
sides, cannot be reproduced 
by printing or photocopying. 

A second line of defence is 
an iridescent strip merged into 



Michel Platini and a giant copy of one of the tickets 

How to pacify that 
maniac on the sofa 

Lynne Trass tells grass widows 
how to stay sane this summer 


RELATE this week issued 
World Cup guidelines for the 
partners of football addicts. 
Rightly foreseeing that many 
men will spend a full month 
this summer (June 10 to July 
12 ) transfixed by television in a 
darkened room while their 
peeved partners, increasingly 
exasperated, lob tins of catfood 
at their heads to gain atten¬ 
tion, Relate suggests sorting a 
few things out in advance of 
the tournament 

Don't stand in front of the 
television, they advise the 
peeved. Don’t start arguments 
in the middle of matches. 
Instead. lower your expecta¬ 
tions. don't compete, try to 
have discussions in advance 
about the “un- 
missable” games . jM 

and. if all else -rTr. 

fails, watch the 
football. It's 
tough not liking 
football when the ^ 

World Cup is on- 
No wonder wo- "'?{■(£ * 

men traditionally ■Yj-Wfej 

resent it they are 
suddenly requir¬ 
ed to live with a bug-eyed 
stranger who occupies the sofa 
day and night, chews the 

cushions and cares whether 
Chile beats Austria or the 
other way around. 

Obviously, some football- 
supporting males are proven- 
ly rabid already. At England's 


World J 4uaiiijFiii6 ■■■-—- 

against Italy in Rome last 
October, for example, passion 
ran so high that a shaven¬ 
headed man in front of me nan 
to clench his teeth around a 
rolled-up flannel and pace up 
and down, biting hard. Any¬ 
one cohabiting with such a 
man should take note of me 
telltale froth on his three-lions 
shirt and leave at once for a 
new life m Canada. 

But the difficulty that Relate 
rightly anticipates is the 
shocking, sudden transforma¬ 
tion of easygoing chap to 
monomaniac — a transform 

tion that leaves many pwwj 
feeling hurt, unloved, ig™"* 
and above all. hating fwj"" 

HereisthekeytoiUtfunk 

Whether you arc * grass 
widow, a grass widower or 
just a person who resist 
global razzmatazz on princi- 
pfeTbrealhe deeply now and 
ksk yourself whether youreaF 
ly hate football itself. 1 knm*- 

But couldnl go*£ 
just a little interest? Ewnjnj 
the links between denial and 
jealousy. Isn't any toumamen 


inherently exciting? Isn't it a 
privilege to watch an event 
unfold — moreover, an un¬ 
scripted, live event involving 
the world's most popular sport 
played at its highest level? 

If the proposed give-and- 
take is a bit one-sided here, 
that's just realistic. There is no 
point making guidelines for 
the football maniac to observe. 
Don't get carried away, don’t 
be so selfish, keep a sense of 
perspective, put your head in a 
bucket of water, remember the 
party for your wedding anni¬ 
versary is the same day as 
England v Tunisia, so you'll 
have to switch off at half-time. 

No. it doesn't work. The 
compulsion to witness the 
World Cup may 
EP~ look like lazy in- 

©Sb diligence but ac- 

tually it's beyond 
selfishness. What 
outsiders don't 
; jJK understand is 

that watching the 
World Cup is not 
optional. A high- 
^ er duty calls. So. 
back with tactics 
for avoiding manta! break¬ 
down during that stressful 
month of the Coupe du monde 
and the stranger on the sofa: 
□ I. Try imagining football as 
a newfangled world religion 
with strict observances which, 
as an agnostic yourself, you 
nevertheless respect 
n i imaoinp fnnthall has iust 


been invented and has not all 
your life, been the means of 
excluding you from conversa¬ 
tions on Mondays and Thurs¬ 
days. Notice that football is in 
fact rather good to watch, and 
is played by attractive men at 
their physical peak. At ran¬ 
dom, choose a team to sup¬ 
port. preferably England or 
Scotland. 

□ 3. Er. what else? Imagine 
that the sofa is an unbroken 
horse that might rear up and 
kilJ someone if not firmly 
pressed by the full weight or 
your heroic partner. 

□ 4. Investigate ways of start¬ 
ing a new life in Canada. 

And K none of this works, 
don’t throw tins of catfood 
because you'll regret h later. 
Instead, be subtle. Pretend to 
drool over David Ginola on 
the BBCs Match of the Day 
coverage. Grateful Spurs fans 
aside, many men would love 
to dismiss the gorgeous 
Ginola as an ineffectual, twirv- 
kle-toed French girlie, but (ha! 
ha!) because he’s so brilliant, 
they can'll 


the paper itself, again repre¬ 
senting the ubiquitous Footix, 
which changes colour depend¬ 
ing on the angle of vision. 
“The advantages of this irides¬ 
cent system are that it allows 
immediate visual checking at 
the gates and makes the 
document impossible to photo¬ 
copy." tile makers said. 

Then there is a hologram, or 
three-dimensional image 
known as a Gyrogram. in a 
box on the right-hand side of 
the ticket, representing the 
World Cup trophy within a 
stylised map of France. The 
hologram is attached to the 
ticket with a special adhesive 
using what the designers 
called “a sophisticated indus¬ 
trial tool 
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The ticket is made from non- 
fluoresccnt currency paper 
that does not glow under 
ultra-violet light and can be 
easily checked by passing it 
under a special tamp, similar 
to those used to check bank¬ 
notes. About 16 tonnes of 
paper will be needed to make 
the World Cup tickets. 

Each ticket will be 
personalised, with the name of 
the purchaser primed on it, 
whether an individual or org¬ 


anisation. The CFO has said 
that on-the-spot identity 
checks may be carried out 
although (here will not be an 
attempt to check the identity of 
every ticket-holder, since this 
would cause bottlenecks and 
pose a security risk. 

The tickets will also show 
the match number, the date, 
the stand, row. seat, price and 
a number for each purchaser. 
A system of coloured boxes on 
the ticket will direct spectators 


to the sections of each stadi¬ 
um. On the reverse of the 
ticket are pictograms of ob¬ 
jects banned inside the stadi¬ 
ums. including weapons, 
drugs and alcohol, and the 
legal and security roles 
aplying within the grounds. 
The tickets will be sent out m 
unidentifiable packages via a 
secure delivery system in mid- 
May, just two weeks before the 
start of the toumamenL 
In typical French style, the 


makers of the ticket declared it 
to be artistic as well as an 
efficient creation, despite the 
multiple security devices. “The 
World Cup ticket cannot be 
thought of simply as a printed 
bit of paper. !t is the witness to 
a happening ... with its 
dominant tints of yellow and 
blue, its images of footballs 
against a starry sky. this ticket 
is a symbol of universal val¬ 
ues.” the CFO said. “This 
precious ‘Open Sesame!' rep- 


1 Front leader 
vers: “Let us 


--: let us mobilise 

resents the confluence of fou'iP]? European 
themes: security, beauty, legi, _ , „ 

bilily and quality." J~^° m feader 

The picture above is thi V™? run ra n S 
closest most of us will ever ge^ iecnons .. 3 
to a World Cup ticket. But any 1 . 
potential forger, when facec 1 * 10 ® 0, 
with the artistic, technologies 
and practical hurdles of creat 
ing a fake (not to mention tin. 
inconvenience of getting 
caught) should take the easiei 
option of watching the Work 
Cup on television. 
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In the special edition Renault Megane Liberte, you 
can head off into the sunset armed with the reassurance 
of ABS brakes (now standard on all Meganes). The 
comforr of air conditioning. And change from 
£10,5001 And given the Liberty’s slick handling, sure 
grip, power steering and advanced 75-bhp engine, 
who’ll blame you? 

You’ll be well protected, of course. With a driver’s 
airbag, Side Impact Protection Bars and front seat 
belt pretensioners, the Liberte’s safety package is 
unmatched by any of its rivals. 

You’ll even enjoy one year’s free comprehensive 


insurance**. And when you’ve done roaming, a 
computer padlock engine immobiliser and anti-drill 
door locks will be there to deter anyone intent on 
taking a Liberty. 

But despite all this, with Renault Freeways you can 

ABS BRAKES 
AIR CONDITIONING 
BODY COLOURED BUMPERS 
STEREO WITH FINGERTIP CONTROL 
TINTED WINDOWS 


pay just £129 (14.7% APR*) per month* for the 
hatchback Libert£. And that’s not all. If you just test 
drive a Liberte — or any M6gane hatchback or Classic — 
before May 22nd, you could find yourself winning a 
fabulous holiday for four in the South of France. 

So if you’ve ever fancied slotting your favourite tape 
into a superb fingertip control hi-fi and just seeing where 
the road takes you, fed free. 

for more information on the /^\\ 

Liberte and the Megane test drive yMm 

prize draw, plus your nearest 
Renault Dealer, call 0800 52 515a RENAUL T 



WIN A LUXURY HOLIDAY IN THE SOUTH OF FRANCE** 
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Sceptics find no place 

to hide from the euro 


JflSPEB JLfltgM / epa 


.THIS weekend. European fi¬ 
nance ministers take the final 
jsteps towards the creation of 
economic and monetary union 
(EMU) and a single currency, 
the euro, in January 1999. 
Britain may not have opted to 
join EMU in wave one. But the 
.euro will impinge on the lives 
•of even the most Eurosceptic of 
Britons, whether at home or in 
Euroland, a territory that will 
• stretch from Helsinki to Ma- 
'dricL Boost your euro aware- 
•ness with our guide. 

W hat is actually happen¬ 
ing this weekend? 

The summit has three items on 
its agenda: the final decision 
-on which countries will partic¬ 
ipate in EMU in January 1999, 
the rates at which their curren¬ 
cies will be fixed against each 
other and the nominations to 
■the European Central Bank 
(ECB) which will be in charge 
of the euro and interest rates. 

W hat differences will I 
see when I take a 
holiday on the Continent? 

When the euro is introduced 
on January 1.1999, you will see 
prices displayed in both the 
local currency and euros in 
shops and restaurants in 
EMU member countries. 

Euro notes and coins will 
not be available until January 
1.2002, the date on which they 
become legal tender. So you 
will still be able to use pesetas, 
lire and francs until they are 



Anne Ashworth 

looks at the impact 
of the single 
currency on Britons 


finally withdrawn on July l. 
2002. Citibank explains that a 
“no compulsion, no prohibi¬ 
tion" rule means that you have 
the right to pay in either local 
currency or euros. 

If you are itching to show 
your commitment to the Euro¬ 
pean ideal and make a euro 
purchase, you can use your 
credit or debit cards. The bill 
for purchases will be translat¬ 
ed back into sterling, appear¬ 
ing on your statement in the 
same way as any other foreign 
currency transaction. Thomas 
Cook (owned by the German 
Westdeutsches Landes bank) 
will also offer euro travellers 
cheques from next year. 

The euro should make it 
easier to compare prices 
throughout Europe. Prices 
should not rise as a result of its 
introduction, but there may 
still be a detiutilisation effect 
When the decimal currency 
was introduced to Britain, 
many prices were increased in 
the conversion from the old 
imperial system of shillings 
and pence to the decimal 
coinage. 

Do not presume that the 


euro will be accepted beyond 
the boundaries of Euroland. 
The euro is years away from 
achieving the international ac¬ 
ceptability of tiie dollar, which 
does as nicely in Asia as in 
Arkansas. 

W 011 be able to take out 
a euro mortgage? 
Abbey National is considering 
offering euro loans to the UK 
employees of international 
businesses who may be paid in 
euros. As some large com¬ 
panies, such as Siemens, the 
electronics giant, will invoice 
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in euros, they may also wish to 
pay workers in the single 
currency after 1999. 

Margaret Schwartz, Abbey 
National economist, explains 
that these workers may wish 
to have their mortgage denom¬ 
inated in euros. The rate on 
the Abbey euroloan will be 
based on the interest rate set 
by the ECB. 

Other borrowers may well 
be attracted by the lower rate 
of interest likely to be ruling in 
the rest of Europe. But a euro 
mortgage would be subject to 
exchange rate fluctuations, as 
the sterling euro exchange rate 
will not be fixed. A sudden 
drop in sterling would in¬ 
crease the size of their mort¬ 
gage overnight 

Theoretically you could 
approach a bank in an EMU 
member state for a euro loan 
next year. However. Beatrice 
Price of the EMU team at 
Citibank explains that a home 
buyer would encounter prob¬ 
lems. As the bank would not 
have ready access to your 
credit history, it might in¬ 
crease your interest rate to 
reflect the extra risk. 

H ow much wQl the euro 
be worth? What win the 
coins look like? 

The theoretical value of the 
euro has been estimated at 
about 57p. The design on one 
side of the com will be identi¬ 
cal in all EMU countries. But 
EMU members can display 


their national identity with 
their own design on the other 
side. 

There win be a common 
design for both sides of the 
notes, inspired by the ages and 
styles of Europe and including 
bridges, gateways and 
windows. 

But the Bank of England 
has requested that, should we 
ever issue our own euro 
banknotes, that there would be 
some British symbol. 

Eurolanders will be able to 
fill their wallets with the 
following: 500,200.100,5a 20. 
10 and 5 euro notes, one, two 
euro coins and 50,20,10,5 and 
two and one cent coins. A cent 
is a hundredth of a euro. 

W ifi anything change in 
Britain? 

The Government has, for the 
time being, ruled Britain out of 
EMU membership- But after 
the Introduction of the euro in 
January 1. 1999. prices will 
begin to be shown in sterling 
and euros not oily in shops at 
airports but also in tourist 
areas. Harrods and Selfridges 
will be accepting the single 
currency. 

By October 1999, new tills 
will be installed at Marks & 
Spencer's British and conti¬ 
nental stores which will be 
able to take foreign currencies, 
including the euro and the 
dollar. 

Additional research Jacqui 
Spray 



WIm Duisenberg, the Dutch economist set to head the European Central Bank 
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Emotion and irony 
mark ‘historic’ day 


From Charles Bremner 


A LONG line of television 
reporters snaked around the 
courtyard of the EU Council 
building in Brussels yester¬ 
day and hammered the same 
message to their viewers 
across Europe: “historique 
hist&rico ... historisch .. 

There was. however, a great 
difference in their emphasis 
of the buzzword for the grand 
summit to proclaim Europe's 
monetary marriage. For the 
Italians, Spanish and others 
of the sunshine belt enthusi¬ 
asm shone through emotional 
reports, irony and a little 
sarcasm tinged the version 
from Dutch and Germans. 

Nearly seven years after its 
conception at Maastricht the 
birth of the euro is stirring 
diverse feeling among the 
peoples of the II states whose 
currencies are to be pro¬ 
claimed obsolete today. 

The southerners can scarce¬ 
ly believe their fuck on win¬ 
ning entry for their shaky 
currencies to the elite club. 
The Italians are cheering the 
lira's demise and their na¬ 
tion’s embrace by the “sen- 


REACTION 


ous“ economies of the north. 
Old feelings of inferiority in 
France are fuelling solid sup¬ 
port for the euro. Memories of 
postwar devaluations of the 
franc and fear of a resurgent 
Germany have helped con¬ 
vince more than 60 per cent 
that scrapping the franc is 
right 

Also savouring their pro¬ 
motion are the Irish and the 
Finns, not least because it 
highlights their separation 
from, respectively. Britain 
and the former Soviet Union. 
Their Nordic neighbours. 
Denmark and Sweden, share 
none of this enthusiasm and 
have chosen to stay outside. 

Half of Germans are hostile 
to dropping the mark, and in 
The Netherlands 70 per cent 
want a referendum. 

The Belgians and Luxem- 
bourgers, who have had their 
own monetary union for de¬ 
cades, are wondering what ail 
the fuss is about Belgians, 
suffering from a collapsing 
central authority, even hope 
the euro will help to stop their 
country falling apart 


EX-BYTE STOCK 
NOW AT 

CLEARANCE PRICES 
AT PC WORLD 

Byte Computer stores have closed 
& PC World have taken over their 
stock. Clearance and ex-display 
models are now available at 
huge discounts. 


SAVE 

UPTD 

Vwia 






Independence 
is not 
® just 
for the 


A young. 


CHECK YOUR LOCAL 
STORE FOR AVAILABILITY 
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0990 464 464 
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Rukba helps elderly people preserve their predous 
independence by providing them with extra Income 
so they can afford to stay in their own homes. 

We also have over 900 volunteer visitors who offer 
them something even more valuable than money - 
Friendship. 

^ ur,:,ier information, telephone 
0345 58 56 80 (Local Call Rate) or return the 
coupon below. 


-Postcode_ 

Plrase send to William Rath bone, Rukba. FREEPOST, 
bAvonmore Road, London W14 8BR_ 

Ree cSiii n M ed ^^2 m Beneficent Association. 
Keg. Charity No. 210729. 
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Police caught in 
middle as Left 


defies neo-Nazis 


SWINGING truncheons and 
Shooting powerful bursts from 
their water cannon, the Ger- 
police yesterday beat 
teat an attempt to launch a 
full-scale battle between left- 
wing demonstrators and a 
newly confident neo-Nazi 
movement 

Thousands of supporters of 
the National Party for 
Germany (NPD) gathered at a 
huge statue that marks the 
1813 Battle of Lei png, one of 
Napoleon’s most difficult bat¬ 
tles. Yesterday’s battle of Leip¬ 
zig was less bloody, but it too 
yvas fast-moving and even 
involved some cavalry — 
police units using nervous- 
looking mounts. 

The neo-Nazis feel they are 
on a roll in eastern Germany. 
Ifss than a week ago one far- 
right party, the German Peo¬ 
ple's Union, won 13 per cent of 
the vote in Saxony-Anhalt 
Nearby Leipzig is NPD terri¬ 
tory. Support for the move¬ 
ment is snowballing, 
according to Jfirgen Schon. 
regional organiser for the 
NPD in the east “Our symbol¬ 
ic aim is to make Leipzig the 
capital of the new movement” 
he said. 

The strategic aim emerged 
in conversations with some of 
his more intelligent support¬ 
ers. They are planning 


From Roger Bo yes in Leipzig 


GERMANY 


to 


create a right-wing extra-par¬ 


liamentary opposition to Bonn 
if. as seems quite possible, the 
Social Democrats and Chris¬ 
tian Democrats form a gov¬ 
ernment together. 

The NPD and other far- 
right parties want to soak up 
the country’s protesters — 
those who oppose the euro and 
those who claim that foreign¬ 
ers are taking away their jobs. 
That ambition explains why 
the neo-Nazis were unusually 
disciplined yesterday. “Put 
that beer away!" snapped one 
orderly to a follower, who 
immediately complied. 

The far Right wants to 
broaden its support from the 
slightly crazed, ageing gang of 
Holocaust-deniers and net the 
young and politically uncom¬ 
mitted. The speakers yester¬ 
day were xenophobic and 
nasty but within the bounds of 
the Constitution: there were 
no swastikas on display. If 
anybody shouted “Heil Hit¬ 
ler". they were told to behave. 
Their self-discipline was, if 
anything, more sinister than 
their usual drunken bawling. 

The Left struck first, before 
dawn. The NPD rally had 
been declared legal by the 
courts — it is difficult to ban 
demonstrations during an 
election campaign — but the 


left-wing counter-demonstra¬ 
tion was not. The police. 6.000 
to control perhaps 8.000 neo- 
Nazis and a similar number of 
opponents, were thus pushed 
into the uncomfortable pos¬ 
ition of defending neo-Nazis. 

On the previous night, be¬ 
fore the police set up their 
checkpoints, the leftists nailed 
a banner reading "Fascism 
Never Again!" on the Leipzig 
battle monument and later set 
police vans on fire and hurled 
stones and bottles at the 
police. 

The police cordons held 
firm. There was. however, a 
dreadful cacophony. A neo- 
Nazi organiser shouted “the 
national resistance is on the 
march" and played martial 
music On the left-wing side of 
the barricades, the mega¬ 
phones were blaring “Nazis 
out!" and in the middle the 
police were using their speak¬ 
ers to warn demonstrators 
that those with masked faces 
would be liable for arrest. 

The battle ended, as in the 
Napoleonic era. around 
campfires. The leftwingers — 
those who had not been 
drenched by water canon — 
grilled sausages and counted 
casualties. The rightwingers 
boarded buses and returned to 
their home pubs to drink beer 
away from the admonishing 
gaze of the stewards. 


New symbol set to gain 
rapidly in currency 


By Phiup Howard 


THE crescent-shaped “e" 
crossed by twin bars is about 
to become as familiar to 
shoppers and global bankers 
as the$and £ signs. 

The symbol for the euro, 
which is bom today, com¬ 
bines several features of cur¬ 
rency symbolism. Most 
continental currencies have 
logical alphabetical symbols; 
DM for die nnurk, FFr for 
French franc, SFr for Swiss 
franc. The twin crossed lines 
are old accountants’ signs to 
signal money, and to distin¬ 
guish a symbolic letter from 
its other notvcurrency mean¬ 
ings. For this reason continen¬ 
tals cross their 7s to 
distinguish them from their Is 
with long upper serifs, and 0s 
(noughts) on a computer key¬ 
board carry a transverse slash 
in order to distinguish them 
from Os. 

The symbol for the pound is 
predictably antiquarian and 
romantic. It is an L standing 
for libra, the Roman pound. 



During the Carlovingian per¬ 
iod (a previous attempt at a 
federal Europe), the Roman 
pound (12 ounces) of pure 
silver was coined into 240 
silver pennies. The little cross¬ 
bar signals that this capital L 
stands for money. 

The American dollar is 
appropriately mongrel and 
politically correct The word is 
a variant of thaler (Low 
German Dahler: Danish 
dalei) and means a valley. At 
the dose of the 15th century 
the Counts of Schlick coined 
ounce-pieces from the mines 
of Joachim’s Tal (Joachim’s 
valley). These pieces, called 
Joachim's Talers or 
Schlickentalers, gained such 
repute that they became stan¬ 
dard coin- Other coins came 
to be called thalers, crossed 
the Atlantic and changed to 
dollars. 

Several explanations have 


been put forward for the 
dollar sign. A likely explana¬ 
tion is that it is a modification 
of the figure 8 as it appeared 
on the old Spanish “pieces of 
eight", which were of the 
same value as the dollar. 

So the euro combines these 
elements. The E is the initial 
letter of the coinage. The 
crossed lines signal cash. And 
the elongated C crossed by 
two little parallel lines harks 
back to Charlemagne and 
Caesar, the previous occa¬ 
sions when Europe had a 
common currency. 

O Paris: As Europe awaits the 
birth of the euro, one element 
of uncertainty has been re¬ 
moved by formally establish¬ 
ing what sex the single 
currency will be: ifs a boy. at 
least in French (Ben 
Marin tyre writes). After sev¬ 
eral months of debate, a 
French government language 
panel has formally ruled that 
the new word is masculine in 
French. Thus the correct term 
In French will be Tewo" or 
“un euro". 
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Le Pen rallies his^s 
forces to defend. 
the sacred franc IS 


From Ben Macintvre in parjs 


davh 


A National Party for Germany supporter at the Leipzig May Day rally yesterday 


THE National Front leader, 
Jean-Marie Le Pen, yesterday 
launched a scalding tirade 
against Eurocrats, the Ameri¬ 
can media and. above all. the 
European single currency, as 
the extreme-right party held 
its traditional May Day Paris 
rally in honour of Joan of Arc. 

Against a background of 
blaring triumphalist music 
and a banner reading “Long 
live the franc! Long live 
France! Long live the French!". 
M Le Pen declared that 
globalisation and the euro 
would spell doom for France. 

"International finance is de¬ 
stroying nations, and its 
prophets are CNN. The Wash¬ 
ington Post and the Eurocrats 
in Brussels.” he said before a 
crowd estimated at 40,000 by 
the National Front organisers 
and at about 11.000 by the 
police. 

The rally was the largest to 
be staged by the National 
Front after the party's recent 
success in provincial elections, 
but organisers' claims that the 
demonstration would be dou¬ 
ble the size of last year's were 
not fulfilled. Police said that 
numbers were up by only 
about 2,000. 

National Front supporters, 
presumably in an effort to 
reinforce rather than ridicule 
M Le Pen's speech, erected 
vast plaster sculptures of a 
euro coin with teeth, a gagged 
bust of Marianne, the French 
national symbol, and a lemon 
squeezer, to illustrate his re¬ 
peated warnings that France 
will be “squeezed dry” by a 


FRANCE 



single currency and al 
globalised Europe that is thej 
“new slavery" 

M Le Pen's speech, coming 
three days before a by-election 
in Toulon that the National 
Front is expected to win, 
offered a eulogy to the franc, 
which he described as “a 
visible part of our national 
sovereignty, which is being 
tom from us". 

The National Front leader 
told his followers: “Let us 
strike against the euro. let us 
remain faithful to the franc 
and, this year, let us mobilise 
in force for the European 
elections of 1999." 

The National Front leader 
will be banned from running 
in European elections if a 
recent assault conviction 
against him is upheld. 
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Blair clones vie for power on Continent 



Social Democrats, after years of 


feuding, see Britain’s leader as a 


role model, writes Roger Boyes 




' Kolc drinking from elixir of youth before Dutch polls 


IN The Boys from. Brazil, a 
popular suspense novel of the 
1960s. an evil mastermind 
clones little Hitlers who 
spread around the globe, cold¬ 
ly murdering anyone foolish 
enough to stand in their way. 

Now. it seems, we have the 
Boys from Britannia: Wim 
Blair. Gerhard Biair. Oskar 
Blair. Slobodan Blair, even, in 
Paris. Lionel Blair who does 
not even tap-dance. No mur¬ 
ders have been committed by 
these Tony clones, but there is 
something ruthless about 
their drive for power. 

Ail that connects Wim Kok. 
the silver-haired Dutch Prime 
Minister, with the British 
Prime Minister is the commit¬ 
ment to soda! democracy and 
to sprucing up the message. 
Out go the paunchy, chain¬ 
smoking, crimson-faced, hard 
union men, the backroom 
power brokers; in come the fit 
and fashionable. German 
schoolchildren this week, in¬ 
vited to portray Cool Britannia 
and win a cup of tea with 
Robin Cook, the Foreign Sec¬ 


retary, showed the Prime Min¬ 
ister in sneakers and Pepe 
jeans. All around Europe 
there are Social Democrats 
trying to squeeze into jeans. 

Mr Kok is 59. Only the 
imminent arrival of a difficult 
general election next Wednes¬ 
day is encouraging him to sip 
from the elixir of British 
youth. 

Gerhard SchrSder, recently 
proclaimed as the Soria! Dem¬ 
ocrats rival to Helmut Kohl, 
the German Chancellor, is 
happy to ride along on Mr 
Blair's coat-tails. 

Herr SchrOder is careful not 
to identify completely with Mr 
Blair. “TTiere are very many 
people in Germany who detect 
a missionary stare in Mr 
Blairs eyes." says Bela An da, 
who has written a biography 
of Herr SchrOder. “SchrOder 
does not want to be seen as a 
missionary.'" On his fourth 
wife and with an undimmed 
love of cigars and strong beer, 
it is the hard centre rather 
than the soft edges of Mr Blair 
that his German counterparts 



Jospin, left, envies Tony Blair’s skills, while Schroder, centre, and Lafontaine admire his modem socialism 


most admire. There is a fasci¬ 
nation for Peter Mandelson. 
who has shown that it is 
possible to professionalise 
campaigning, to simulate par¬ 
ty unity and out of the appear¬ 
ance of unity, to produce the 
real thing. For European 
Social Democrats, accus¬ 
tomed to decades of wrangling 
that is little short of voodoo. 

Herr Schroder claims his 


admiration for new Labour is 
based on “the successful at¬ 
tempt to combine modernity 
with social responsibility"; in 
fact it is about winning and 
having wot, how to remain 
popular. 

Oskar Lafontaine, the party 
chairman, has been conduct¬ 
ing a close study of Mr Blair. 
He has understood from the 
new Labour campaign, that 


Going on a long 

journey? 
Take a short trip 
to Halfords. 


iiiaiiii 


• .4 





■ - - 1 



' ' hi ; 

m: 


^ > J 


V’ j 




IPfSI.. 






r Erde 121 Trailer. 
eufhrr £229.99 Save £40 
Erde 101 Trailer. 
£24*9? £189.99 Save £30 


Stoplock Original LED 

£33^7£2ft9r£23.99 
Save £10 
While stocks last. 

Free rear mats worth 
£12.9? when you buy Velour 
Plus front mats £26.99 
Special packs only. 





r - ~ V ;; .L - 

. _ Jr ■ r.T.T a g,,, ;*>_ 










I. .. •• . 


Halfords 450L Roof Box 
jeh*9t £129.99 Save £20 
Roof Boxes from £79.99 








HALFORDS 


Halfords High Mount 

Cycle Carrier. Carries up to 3 cycles.^ 

£ 6*97 £59.99 Save £10 

Rear Mount Cycle earners from £29.99 


CALL 03*5 *26 *25 FOR TOUR NEAREST SUPERSTORE. SUPERSTORES OPEN YAM-8PM WEEKDAYS. 9AM-6PM WEEKENDS. CHECK HIGH STREET STORE TIMES LOCALLY PnircTr^^Sr? 
TIME OF GOINS TO PRESS. OFFERS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. HF.YOU COULD HAVE BOUGHT THE SAME PRODUCT CHEAPER LOCALLY, CALL BACK WITHIN 7 DAYS OF PURCHASE 

AND WE WILL WILLINGLY REFUND THE DIFFERENCE. COMPETITOR'S PRICE MUST BE AVAILABLE TO ANY CUSTOMER. 




the pantomine of unity has to 
be carefully plotted if it is to 
convince; the Leipzig party 
conference last month saw 
Oskar and Gerhard Blair 
milling through happy faces to 
the background of a music 
and light show. 

Mr Blairs ability to speak 
in tongues is envied through¬ 
out the socialist community in 
Europe. To the National As¬ 
sembly in Paris he spoke 
French, but he also spoke 
Gaullist — free markets — and 
Communist — social justice. 
Lionel Jospin, the French 
Prime Minister, may be the 
Gallic equivalent of old Lab¬ 
our. but he. too. envies Mr 
Blair's positional skills. Like 
Marks & Spencer in Paris. Mr 
Blair is a necessary evil; he 
cannot be wished away. 

The Blair export model has 
been taken up by some odd 
characters. Yugoslav Presi¬ 
dent Milosevic complained a 
while ago that he was misun¬ 
derstood by the West: he was. 



in fact the Blair of the Bal¬ 
kans. tugging Serbian social¬ 
ism into the 21st century. 

Old style Social Democrats 
believe in a social redistribu¬ 
tion of resources in times of 
prosperity and flounder in bad 
times. Blairite soda] democra¬ 
cy shifts the focus from redis¬ 
tribution to social mobility 
and the responsibility of the 
individual; ir therefore gets 
less battered politically during 
economic downturns. 

The crumbling of Christian 
Democracy as a force in 
Europe has made it easier to 
occupy the middie ground. For 
East Europeans there never 
was any choice but to embrace 
Blairite policies. The old Com¬ 
munist parties have to remod¬ 
el themselves into Soda! 
Democrats. Most of the new 
managerial class were former 
Communists. So. in Poland. 
Hungary and elsewhere, for¬ 
mer leftwingers became zeal¬ 
ous supporters of the free 
market. 



Bald honesty; Tony Blair comes dean about his hair 

Time to admit it’s 
tough on the top 

By Andrew Pierce, political correspondent 


TONY BLAIR finally conced¬ 
ed yesterday that he has lost 
one increasingly public battle 
since he entered Downing 
Street He is going bald and 
grey at the same time. 

The Prime Minister blamed 
his rapidly diminishing follic¬ 
ular assets on the tremendous 
pressure of work. 

Downing Street spin-doc- 
tors resolutely refused to dis¬ 
cuss whether the Prime 
Minister had tried to stop the 
decline by tinting his hair or 
using a volumising shampoo 
to give the increasingly sparse 
wisps some added bounce. 
But Mr Blair was put on the 
spot yesterday, on GMTV. 
about where he stood on his 
fluctuating hairstyle. "We 
stand in whatever suits me 
when I wake up." he said. 

“If you, like me. perhaps 
don't pay as much as attention 
to these things as you should 
... it is certainly getting 
greyer and less. ! think that 
comes with the job." Mr Blair 


was urged by some of his 
women colleagues to aban¬ 
don his frizz-prone cut which 
wavered between bouffant 
and windswept in place of a 
no-nonsense style which no 
longer bothered to conceal the 
bits which show up under the 
television lights. He took their 
advice. 

The changeover was mas¬ 
terminded by Mr Blair's long¬ 
standing crimper Maurice 
Miller. 47, who has a salon in 
London's West End. and one 
in Ruislip, Middlesex. He 
charges £32 for a shampoo 
and cut but refuass to discuss 
his most famous client “We 
are not allowed to talk about 
it" said one member of staff 
yesterday. 

Mr Blair also confessed 
yesterday to another draw¬ 
back of running the Govern¬ 
ment He will miss seeing his 
favourite football team. 
Newcastle United, play 
Arsenal in the FA Cup Final 
at Wembley later this month. 
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^KGWis 
big hit at 
box office 

CHINA CHOW is cutting a 
swath through cafe-society 
with her first film. The Big 
Hit- The British-born 
daughter of Michael Chow, 
the celebrity restaurateur, 
and the tragic modeL Tina 
Chow, is upstaging her fam¬ 
ous parents as a movie star, 
cover girl and style-setter. 

She is dating Mark 
Wahlberg, one of America's 
most desired pin-ups, app¬ 
eals in fashion spreads for 
DKNY, and recently made 
Eleanor Lambert’s list of the 
world’s 12 best-dressed 
women, alongside Anna 
Wintour and Nicole Kid¬ 
man. What is more. The Big 
HU this week hit the top of 
die US box office charts with 
$11 million (£7 million) In 
receipts. In short she's 
America’s latest It Girl 
Bom in London in 1974. 

Ms Chow seldom frequent¬ 
ed her father's Mr Chow 
restaurants in South Ken¬ 
sington. New York and Los 
Angeles when growing up 
because she was too busy 
helping her mother through 
an unsuccessful battle with 
Aids. She has inherited that 
insouciant style that once 
enabled Tina to make a 
white T-shirt and jeans look 
like haute couture. 

Ms Chow, 24, has recently 
been rubbing shoulders 
with the “fashionistas” In 
the company of her father as 
he stages parties to celebrate 
the 30th anniversary of the 
opening of his original 
London restaurant 
She is reading scripts for 
another film part, but 
refuses to go to castings and 
modelling “cattle calls’* 
because she is. she says, not 
just a pretty face. Last year 
she completed a psychology 
degree at Scripps College in 
California and she talks of 
pursuing a painting career. 

1998 is the Chinese Year of 
tbe Tiger, and that suits her 
just fine. China Chow has inhe 
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China Chow has inherited her mother’s style 


Ivana’s trump 


“I MAY be blonde, but I’m not 
stupid,” Ivana Thimp an¬ 
nounced 1 melodramatically 
when 1 brought up the subject 
of die London lawswt brought 
by Lady Elizabeth Anson, a 
party planner and cousin of 
the Queen. The row revolves 
around Lady Anson’s £36.000 
bill for a 1993 party she 
organised for Mrs Trump at 
Le Manoir Aux Quat* Saisons. 

At Mrs Trump’S request, the 
Appeals Court recently over¬ 
turned a default judgment in 
Lady Anson’s favour and re¬ 
ferred the matter to the Crown 
Court The “Bouncing Czech", 
former wife of properly mag¬ 
nate Donald Trump, consid¬ 
ers the dispute “ridiculous" 
and says she has spent more 
money on legal fees to fight the 
case than she would have if 
she had just paid up. “It’s over 



Trump: refusing to 
pay restaurant bill 

unless she starts from scratch, 
which I doubt" Mrs Trump 
says. "She cannot afford it but 
I can. I hate to waste money, 
but when it’s a question of 
principle you have to." 


□ New Yorkers unable to 
obtain a prescription 
for the new male wonder-drug 
Viagra can pick up a new 
product known as the “ erec¬ 
tion-penIt looks tike an 
innocuous plastic pen. but 
when the top is removed U 
exudes a rich aroma that is 
supposed to set men’s blood 
rushing. The scent is actualfy 
a sickly-sweet mixture of cin¬ 
namon and pumpkin. (Avail¬ 
able for women: The "pre¬ 
menstrual syndrome pen " in 
“deep chocolate cherry'). 

□ Bryan Hull has had his 
record-breaking ran in 
an off-Broadway musical 
broken by a broken leg. The 
60yearold actor fell outside 
the Sullivan Street Theatre in 
Greenwich Village where 
The Fantasticks has become 
the world’s longest-nraning 
show in its original theatre. 
He hopes to be back by 
summer. 
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Wrist gets better of Crisj 

_ wW* 1 


JAMES BONE’S 

NEWYORK 
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THE Naked Civil Servant is 
afflicted by more than a limp 
wrisL Holding up his mal¬ 
functioning hand in his fa¬ 
vourite East Village coffee 
shop, Quentin Crisp, the octo¬ 
genarian British homosexual 
who is revered by American 
gays, complains that he is 
suffering from "carpal tunnel 
something". 

The condition prevents him 
typing, and he has had to give 
up his writing career. His 
drag queen friends are frying 
to raise money foT an opera¬ 
tion on his wrist. But he says 
with characteristic aplomb: "I 
told them when I cut my wrists 
1 will do it myself and it will be 
forever." 

When his wrist started play¬ 
ing up, his agenr died and His 
column in a local gay news¬ 
paper ended all in a single 
month. Crisp took it as a sign 
and gave up writing for con¬ 
versation. He now spends 
most of his days in his self- 
imposed exile sitting in the 
window of his favourite coffee 
shop, button-holing innocent 
passers-by with his witty 
tales. Despite his years, he 
finds himself increasingly in 
demand. 

When we met. he had just 
recorded a television adver¬ 
tisement for Honda, and had 
only recently returned from 
performing a one-man show 
on the West Coast telling 


Californians how to be happy. 
Confirming his celebrity, he 
has been measured for a 
waxwork for the new Ma¬ 
dame Tussaud’s in Times 
Square. "Why I have become a 
national hero I cannot imag¬ 
ine, because 1 thought I was a 
hopeless case." he said. “Every 
closet door 1 opened, people 
said. ‘Don’t come here', so 1 
couldn't be in the closet 
“In England. I am frowned 
on by the real people and 
accepted by the gay people. 
H ere 1 am accepted by the real 
people and frowned on by the 
gay people because l cannot 
deal with the shrillness with 
which the gay people cope 
with their fate. You don't 
disrupt services in cathedrals. 
You are only integrated when 
you say, ‘hm gay' and people 
say. ‘And then ... T But the 
gay people here do not want to 
be ignored. They want to be 
there, infinitely there." 


Quentin Crisp holds court at his favourite coffee shop in New York’s East 1 


□ Stressed executives here 
are paying $130 (£75) to 
gel stoned. Stone Spa uses hot 
rocks and warm oil to mas¬ 
sage customers for 80 minutes 
with a mix of native American 
tradition and New Age heal¬ 
ing techniques. 


□ Dame Diana Rigg's policy of not talking to female 
journalists apparently only extends to the sirens of 
the British press. The former Avengers girl told a female 
gossip columnist in New York that Britain’s press queens 
are "an ordeal". She says: "There are no rules of decency 
with English women jounalists. and no manners — unlike 
Americans." Dame Diana is still remembered here for her 
tour de force on stage in Medea several years ago. but 
celebrity is threatening to catch up with her when Uma 
Thurman reprises her original role as Emma Peel in the 
forthcoming film version of The Avengers. 


Isle gains 
place on 
crime map 

SHELTER ISLAND, the for¬ 
mer smugglers' haven in Gar¬ 
diner's Bay, off Long Island, 
which is a favourite summer 
retreat of British expatriates 
in New York, has just suffered 
its first murder. A short ferry 
ride from the rest of civilisa¬ 
tion, this tranquil outpost 
with a winter population of 
just 3,000 has been insulated 
for centuries from die vio¬ 
lence that has become com¬ 
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A: 


lutu leader pleads 
Iguilty to genocide 

wBy Sam Kilby ■> fence aeainst Tutsi rebels. But state, the military, the ueouL 


rfiy Sam Kilby 

I* CORRESPONDENT 


I fjipA’S former Prime 
pa yesterday pleaded 
:41six counts of genocide 
■7#es against humanity. 
&#ve will shatter the 
of 23 other Hutu 
accused of invotve- 
Hhe slaughter of Tutsis 
9u moderates in 1994. 
Big a dark suit and 
Hmed spectacles, Jean 
Hda, 42, loudly pro- 
Hhis guilt (Hi charges 
He likely to earn him a 
Hnce later this year. 
Hs at his trial before 
H_i national Criminal 
B for Rwanda in 
■Tanzania, said yesler- 
Bt they expected the 
Hiutu extremist leader. 
Bs closely involved in 
Bring and execution of 
Bs, would testify 
Bbther Hutus on trial. 

—-—hat time to admit that 

J er of a million Tutsis 
moderates had even 

He had been kept 



Kambanda: summoned 
Hutus to “final war” 

apart from his follow prison¬ 
ers for his own protection 
while awaiting trial since he 
confessed last year. 

Lawyers acting for notori¬ 
ous killers have insisted that 
the slaughter was not premed¬ 
itated. and occurred only in 
the course of a military de¬ 


fence against Tutsi rebels. But 
sources in Arusha said 
Kambanda's testimony, and 
his written confession, will 
show that the genodde was 
well organised and carried out 
with horrifying enthusiasm. 

Kambanda has been ac¬ 
cused by survivors of exhort¬ 
ing Hutu extremists to 
slaughter Tutsis in Rwanda's 
second largest city, Butane, in 
April 1994. Up to 300,000 
people were shot, dubbed to 
death, slashed with machetes 
or thrown into pits filled with 
burning tyres alter he spoke at 
the city's stadium. 

On April 19, Kambanda 
visited Butane, where many 
Tutsis had fled killings in the 
capital, Kigali, in the hope of 
shelter from the local prefect, 
also a Tutsi. Disappointed 
with the slow pace of extermi¬ 
nation, Kambanda and Presi¬ 
dent Sindikbwabo called a 
rally on April 20 at which they 
railed against the Tutsi minor¬ 
ity. Kambanda told a packed 
football stadium drat what 
was happening in Rwanda 
was a “final war”. 

“It must be finished ... the 


state, the military, the people 
have decided to wage this war, 
and to win it," he yelled. 

Afterwards members of the 
Iteerahamwe, the extremist 
Hutu militia, mad with blood 
from the slaughter in Kigali, 
were flown to Butare to lead 
other Hutus into the killing 
fields. Put up by the Govern¬ 
ment in a hotel, the 
Intemhamwe dragged Tutsi 
university students from their 
rooms and shot them. Tutsis 
and moderate Hutu doctors 
and nurses in the hospital 
were butchered at the start of 
an orgy of bloodletting which 
went on for 70 days. 

Colonel Theonestre Baga- 
sora, the former pennament 
secretary in die Defence Min¬ 
istry who served under 
Kambanda after the mysteri¬ 
ous assassination of President 
Habyarimana, has insisted 
that no genocide took place. 
He is one of those awaiting 
trial in Arusha. 

Michael lngliss. Kam¬ 
banda's lawyer, said that he 
had shown “courage and even 
wisdom" in entering a guilty 
plea. 
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Sabotage 
threat to 
Japanese 
‘Bullet’ 


Staff inspect high-speed track at Seki gahar a, where 25 bolts had been removed 


From Robert Whymant 
IN TOKYO 

JAPANESE police and rail¬ 
way officials were on nation¬ 
wide alert yesterday after they 
received threats to derail 
highspeed Shinkansen "Bul¬ 
let” trains and kfll thousands 
of passengers. The threats 
were made in anonymous 
letters after an apparent sabo¬ 
tage attempt in which 25 bolts 
were removed from a rafl 
track. 

Station masters across Ja¬ 
pan received letters warning 
them of a wave of derailments 
with the aim of killing more 
than 10.000 people during 
"Golden Week", the holiday 
during which trains are 
packed to capacity. 

The alert came after a 
railway worker discovered 
the 25 bolts missing from a 15- 
yard stretch of track in Gifu 
Prefecture, central Japan, 
where Bullet trains would 
have travelled at 158 mph. The 
discovery was made in the 
morning before trains started 
running. Police said they did 
not know the motive for the 
action. 
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Nigerians killed in 
anti-junta protest 

Three civilians were killed and five wounded when pro¬ 
democracy activists clashed with police during May Day 
protests against the Nigerian military junta in the southwestern 
city of Ibadan yesterday (Sam Kiley writes). Eyewitnesses said 
ftie police opened fire in attempts to crush nationwide protests 
planned by banned opposition parties. 

The violence happened as protesters tried to set fire to a 
building owned by a businessman backing the military regime. 
The Government claimed that opposition groups planned a 
wave of bombings to upset the "transition to democracy”, in 
which the military leader. General Sani Abacha, is the only 
presidential candidate. Ibadan, in the Yoruba tribal heartland, is 
a focus of opposition to the junta. Leading article, page 21 

Croat camp commander held 

A Croatian fascist who commanded a Second World War 
concentration camp known as the "Balkan Auschwitz" has been 
arrested in Argentina (Tom Walker writes). If extradited to 
Zagreb, as seems likely, the trial of Dinko Sakic. 76. will reopen 
some of tiie ugliest chapters m Croatian history. His lawyer was 
quoted in Buenos Aires yesterday as saying that he would not 
appeal against extradition. At least 30,000 Serbs died in the 
notorious Jasenovac camp. 

Blasphemy death sentence 

Karachi: A prison court in Punjab province, Pakistan, has 
sentenced Ayub Massih, a Christian peasant, to death for 
blasphemy (Zahid Hussain writes). Massih. 25. was charged 
with making blasphemous remarks against the Prophet 
Muhammad. The Independent Human Rights Commission of 
Pakistan says Massih was falsely implicated after a feud with a 
Muslim landlord who occupied his land. The trial was held in 
jail after Massih escaped an assassination attempt last year. 

Rats’ demise puzzles Nasa 


Washington: Nasa is investi¬ 
gating the sudden death of at 
least 51 baby rats on board the 
space shuttle Columbia as six 
scientists struggle to use the 
remaining liners for their 
research (Tom Rhodes writes). 

A batch of 110 rodents was 
blasted into space less than 
two weeks ago, including 96 
that were a week old at 
launch. More than half have 
died, apparently abandoned 
by their mothers. Officials at 
Nasa have been mystified by 
the deaths which come two 
years after a successful mis¬ 
sion in which rats or a similar 
age were used. 

Veterinarians at the Kenne¬ 
dy Space Centre will investi¬ 
gate whether some of the 
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mother rats are not behaving 
as they would on the ground. 
Scientists believe the difficul¬ 
ties of suckling in space may 
be a factor in the deaths. 


China ‘aims warheads at US’ 

ffi™r has , 13 , nu , c lear warheads aimed at the 

{SSSrr’ S2 n ? u ? B f0 u a ,eaked CIA re P° n that contradicts 

America is no longer a target for 

!SZ?».S?r- fn,m Rh0dCS Wnt 5 ) - ^ report, leakedto The 
77m«. was sent to officials in advance of a visit to 

?,5S? e fright, the Secretary of State. It says that 
13 CSS4 missiles, the majority of China's 18 long-range strategic 
weapons, are aimed at the United States. rrange strategic 
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^Police kept 


a secret that 


threatened 


de Gaulle, 


jteports Ben 


-up of ’68 death unveiled 


BRUNO BAftfi&r / MAGNUM 




THE night of May 24, 
it the height of the Paris 
sit riots, a young man 
d WhUippe Matherion 
found crumpled beside 
'barricades ' near the 
snne, mortally wounded 
police stun grenade, 
w hours later he died in 
ptaL and an extraordinary 
pup was set in train that 
(only now come to light 
; the opening of secret 
je archives, revealing an 
Kte that 30 years later has 
jjr helped to change 
ice's perspective on those 
tftuous events, 
he. Philippe Mathfcrion 
been just another face in 
rebellious crowd that 
teed the streets; dean, he 
the power to bring down 
idem de Gaulle, 
e dty authorities were 
ly xr aware that, if 
jmRi emerged as a vic- 
jf police brutality and a 
yr, the effect would be 
stve. De Gaulle's Gov¬ 
ern was teetering, with 10 
hi workers on strike and 
iting violence in the 
is. The very night of 
tenon’s death, die Presi- 
addressed (he nation, 
m greeted with derision. 
Gaulle appeared to be 
idering resignation; 
ler public outburst might 
left him no choice. 

; Government would lal- 
aintain, as a matter of 
.that not a single protest- 
d died in street fighting, 
lgh a new book by 
es JFbocart, de Gaulle’s 
j^sbows that with 
igiK. the President be- 














Students on Paris’s Left Bank confronting riot police near the Sorbonne student quarter during the demonstrations of May 1968 


greater force should 
been used against the 
rtfs. regardless of the 
hie loss of life, 
ost-raortem examination 
ished that Math&rion. 
ad died from internal 
mg after being struck by 
nel from an exploding 
grenade, but with the 
al stability of France in 
alance die authorities. 

die agreement of 
irion’s bourgeois and 


staunchly Gaul list parents, 
opted to hide the truth. 

“This death could have pro¬ 
voked a very violent reaction," 
Maurice Grimaud, then Paris 
Prefect of Police, said in a 
recent interview with 
L’Express. “His father said 
that he did not want the 
students to exploit the memory 
of his son. So the family kept 
silent If it had gone the other 
way, the repercussions could 
have been very different" 

The press was informed that 
Matfterion’s death was simply 
an isolated street stabbing, a 
“settling of scores” implying 
criminal activity and slyly 
suggesting that Mathfoion 
was partly to blame. 

“That was complete rub¬ 
bish. put out to cover up the 
incident but it allowed the 
authorities to divert attention 
the next day from what had 
been a pretty agitated night,” 
Christian Gaudin, a dose 
friend of Matiterion’S since 
childhood, said. 

Three decades later, M 


Grimaud, who had two stu¬ 
dent sons manning the barri¬ 
cades against his police force 
at the time, appeared to sug¬ 
gest that Maiherion, “a stu¬ 
dent", may have been taking 
an active pan in the violence. 
“We donl know whether he 
was hit by the grenade or 
whether he was trying to 
throw it back." he said. In fact. 


Mathdrion would have matte 
a most unlikely martyr for the 
radical Left, since he was quite 
unconnected with the student 
movement and. by all ac¬ 
counts, the last person who 
would have taken part in any 
violence. 

“He was sympathetic to the 
Right politically, but he was 
no extremist," insists M 



Maurice Grimaud. then Prefect of the Paris police; 
being decorated by General de Gaulle in 1969 


Gaudin. “He was not a stu¬ 
dent He worked installing hi- 
fi systems, and in his father's 
properly business." 

In perhaps the most poi¬ 
gnant chapter of the story, 
Mathfcrion’s son, now aged 36, 
has come forward to give his 
own interpretation of events, 
in a letter describing how his 
father had been left bleeding 
on the pavement “for three or 
four hours”, because the am¬ 
bulance service was busy deal¬ 
ing with other injuries. 

“That was a time when 
everyone was forced to choose 
an ideology, and the fact that 
my father has been linked to 
various political movements is 
surely a reflection of that 
troubled time," wrote Gilles 
Math&ion, who is now an air 
steward. “Rather, my father 
sought to take part in the 
movement of life, a movement 
that had already deprived him 
of his wife three years earlier, 
and left him alone with a 
small son." 

For years it was claimed 


that the riots had caused no 
civilian fatalities. Matherion’s 
death proves otherwise, but 
perhaps more importantly it 
has al«) helped to disprove the 
myth that everyone connected 
to May *68 was either a 
revolutionary firebrand or a 
committed reactionary. Many 
young Parisians, like 
Mathlrion. were simply in¬ 
quisitive bystanders, although 
even now the mere mention of 
May *68 provokes political 
posturing like no other event 
in modem French history. 

“Rather than argue about 
the ins and outs of this death.” 
wrote Gilles Matfterion, “1 
would just like to say that my 
fathers presence at that place 
and time sprang from his 
desire to understand what was 
happening. In that, he was 
like thousands of others who 
also took to the streets but 
who, unlike him. had the 
opportunity to recount those 
events to their children." 


Kale Muir, Magazine, page 7 


Railwayman questioned on Riviera killings 


: A railwayman was being quesn 
t by police in connection with a 
of murders of women on the 
i Riviera (Richard Owen writes), 
hi women have been shot in the 
w.rifc a 38-calibre pistol after being 
to kneel down. Six were prostitutes 
while picking up customers. But 
ere women shot in the lavatories of 
travelling along the Ligurian 
ine. All the victims were killed on 


public holidays or at weekends. Police 
last week arrested a man at La Spezia 
who bad robbed a prostitute, but later 
said be was not involved in the murders. 

This week they issued a series of 
photofit pictures of the presumed serial 
killer, based on evidence from women 
who said they had been assaulted by a 
taJD man with grey hair “dressed in 
railwayman's uniform”. 

Police said the detained suspect, who 


was not named, was being questioned in 
connection with the murder of Elisabetta 
Zoppetti. a married nurse who was killed 
on April 16 while returning to Milan by 
train after a brief holiday with her family 
at ChiavarL 

They said the man had been identified 
by passengers and railway staff from the 
photofit picture, and “might also be 
linked” to the other murders which all 
followed the same pattern. 
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US Senate ratifies 
Nato expansion to 
Russia’s borders 
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IN WASHINGTON 
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AFTER years of talk but little 
debate, the US Senate has 
overwhelmingly ratified Nato 
enlargement and set the stage 
yesterday for an historic treaty 
that will embrace three former 
Cold War enemies in the 
alliance. 

Senators passed the Bill by 
80-19. a margin which easily 
provided the two-thirds ma¬ 
jority needed for Nato to 
expand for the first time into 
Poland. Hungary and the 
Czech Republic, teniroiy once 
dominated by the former 
Soviet Union. President Clin¬ 
ton said the accord would 
reduce the prospect of Ameri¬ 
cans ever being called again to 
fight in the battlefields of 
Europe. 

“The message this vote 
sends is dear American sup¬ 
port for Nato is firm, our 
leadership for security on both 
sides of the Atlantic is strong, 
and there is a solid, bipartisan 
foundation for an active US 
role in the world.” America 
will be the fifth country to 
support Nato expansion, join¬ 
ing Germany. Canada, Den¬ 
mark and Norway. 

Enlarging foe alliance will 
redraw Europe's former Cold 
War boundaries, pushing 
Nato to the borders of Russia 
and committing British, 
American and other allied 
forces to the defence of the 
three former Warsaw Pact 
countries. Senate opposition 
from ten Democrats and nine 
Republicans had included 
some of the chamber's most 
liberal and conservative ele¬ 
ments. inducting Daniel Pat¬ 
rick Moynihan. a New York 
Democrat, and John Warner, 









Helms; supported the 
White House view 


a Virginia Republican. This 
minority claimed the treaty 
would reverse the post-Cold- 
War democratic process in 
Russia, stretch the alliance to 
breaking point cost billions to 
the American taxpayer and 
push US soldiers into unwel¬ 
come peacekeeping missions. 

Susan Eisenhower, chair of 
the Centre for Political and 
Strategic Studies in Washing¬ 
ton and a granddaughter of 
Dwight Eisenhower, said foe 
decision was the greatest error 
in US foreign policy since the 
fall of foe Berlin Wall. 

However, months of be¬ 
hind-the-scenes talks by both 
the Administration and Con¬ 
gress — a rare coalition that 
saw Mr Clinton and Made¬ 
leine Albright, the Secretary of 
State, fighting the same cause 
as Senaior Jesse Helms, the 
powerful Republican chair¬ 
man of foreign relations, and 
Senaior Trent Lott, the Repub¬ 
lican Majority Leader — gave 
opponents an impossible task. 
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Giddy logic in 
Viennese whirl 
of debauchery 



THEATRE 

Mea 

sure for Measure 

Ro; 

Th 

yal Shakespeare 
leatre, Stratford 


W here The Mer¬ 
chant of Venice, 
though an obnox¬ 
ious play, adequately func¬ 
tions within its own 

offensive terms. Measure 
for Measure ends by of¬ 
fending both humane sym¬ 
pathy and the rules of 
dramatic coherence 
Isabella’s "More than our 
brother is our chastity" is 
not a sentiment likely to 
find modem favour, but her 
chilling attachment to vir¬ 
ginity is not what makes the 
play repugnant. The skulk¬ 
ing Duke is the character 
who sticks in the gullet, his 
cruelty and deceits present¬ 
ed as a legitimate, even 
Christ-like, testing of his 
subjects. He is 
the play’s prob¬ 
lem. and a di¬ 
rector’s only 
headache is 
what to do 
about him. 

Michael Boyd 
brings the Vi¬ 
ennese setting 
forward to 
about 1900 - 
not the city of 
Freud, though Michai 

there may be a bold al 

Freudian ele¬ 
ment in Tom Piper's stair¬ 
case curving up what looks 
like a lighthouse. Boldly 
altering Shakespeare’s 
opening scene. Boyd shows 
the Duke (Robert Glenistei) 
alone; drunk and terrified. 
He flees just before his 
courtiers break down the 
door, and his speech ap¬ 
pointing Angelo his deputy 
is delivered from a phono¬ 
graph cylinder. 

Al his next appearance; 
Glenister is still stuttering 
with shame or grief that be 
has allowed his subjects to 
aijoy debauchery unpun¬ 
ished. For a moment this 
raises the possibility that 
actor arid director wfll find 
a way to shine light on this 
“duke of dark comers". 


Glenister's sour speech of 
comfort to Stephen Kenne¬ 
dy's Claudio sounds like a 
sensualist's distaste that 
men are not angels, but the 
remainder of that prison 
scene and all that follows 
take the familiar course. 
The Duke is presented at 
his own valuation as a 
saintly, scholarly states¬ 
man, and even Isabella's 
silence when he proposes 
marriage looks unlikely to 
delay wedding feasts along 
the Danube. 


R evivals of the play 
make some sense 
because actors of the 
quality of Stephen Boxer 
deserve their chance at the 
role of Angela 
even if the sec¬ 
ond half gjves 
him just one 
significant 
speech. Boxer’s 
delivery of 
these lines of 
remorse is so 
heartfelt that 
the blood app¬ 
ears to have 
drained from 
Boyd: his face. Earii- 

ration er, his vocal 

darby and the 
musical life be gives the 
lines credibly create a man 
who is selfeonsdous but 
not yet self-aware. Immacu¬ 
lately dressed in a white Dr 
No suit at tiie words. “Sir. 
he must die”, he remains 
poised with an arm elegant¬ 
ly outstretched, already see¬ 
ing himself as his own 
marble statue. 

Clare Holman makes oc¬ 
casional coherence of Isa¬ 
bella, and admiration of her 
silence before forgiving An¬ 
gelo is not a backhanded 
compliment We sense her 
mind altering, providing a 
decent moment in an other¬ 
wise indecent conclusion. 



Michael Boyd: 
bold alteration 


Jeremy Kingston 
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Be somewhere else this Sunday. 


At the Halifax, for instance, talking to us about buying a home. For your nearest 
branch that’s open this Sunday, call us on 0345 47 57 67 any time between 
8am and 8pm, seven days a week. Your Yorkshire puds may have to wait. 



Get a little extra help seven days a week. 

Halifax pic, Trinity Road, Halifax, West Yorkshire HX1 2RG. www.halifaxxo.uk 
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THE WINDRUSH IMMIGRANTS: BLACK BRITONS 50 YEA RS ON 

w 


Troopship that changed 


the face of the nation 


Nicholas Wood 


on the impact of 


492 Jamaicans 


who set sail for 


a new life in 


Britain in 1948 




* S 


JOHN RICHARDS has 
helped to change the face of 
Britain. Fifty years ago this 
month, Mr Richards, in his 
snazzy frit hat and pinstriped 
suit, was among 492 Jamai¬ 
cans who set sail for Til bury in 
the former troopship Empire 
Windrush. Today, aged 72 and 
after long years on the rail¬ 
ways, he lives in retirement in 
North London, indulging his 
passion for cricket by hopping 
on the 46 bus for Lord's. 

With Mr Richards’s arrival 
at Tilbury in June 1948. large- 
scale immigration from the 
West Indies had begun and 
was to rise from a couple of 
thousand a year in the early 
1950s to 60,000 a decade later. 

Postwar Britain seemed a 
land of opportunity. Jobs were 
plentiful and politicians such 
as the late Enoch Powell were 
pressing Caribbeans to come 
over to rebuild the mother 
country and run its trains, 
buses, post offices and health 
services. But 20 years later, as 
the postwar boom faded and 
immigration laws were tight¬ 
ened, Powell and his ilk were 
singing a different tune. 

Today there are about 
500.000 black Caribbeans in 
this country — roughly the 
same number as 25 years ago. 
when West Indian immigra¬ 
tion here virtually ceased. 

But Mr Richards and his 
shipmates have made their 
mark on British society. From 
the patronising official wel¬ 
come of 1948 to the Netting 
Hill riots ten years later, 
Powell'S apocalyptic warning 
a decade on and the Brixton 
riots of 1981. race relations 
have never been for from the 
headlines. Racial discrimina¬ 
tion has explicitly been made 
illegal and multicufturalism 
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John Richards with his wife, Maudlyn. In retirement, he foDows English cricket—but still supports the West Indies 




has become the new ortho¬ 
doxy, conspicuously endorsed 
by the new Conservative lead¬ 
er. William Hague, when he 
showed his espousal of a more 
inclusive Toryism by attend¬ 
ing the Notting Hill carnival. 

Many M atas and whites 
agree that race relations have 
improved since the 1970s, 
when the rise of the National 
Front provoked anti-racist 
marches, and the early 1980s. 
with their savage street dash¬ 
es. One measure is the growth 
in mixed-race relationships — 
in marked contrast to the 
United States. Among British- 
bom Caribbeans. half the men 
and a third of the women now 
live with a white spouse or 
partner. Nor does Britain 
have Aroerican-style ghettos. 

The sociologist Stuart Hall, 
a Jamaican, says that, for die 
first time, the white main¬ 
stream is admitting blacks. In 
the 1960s and 1970s black 
people had to choose between 
assimilation and permanent 
exclusion. But today ethnic 


minorities are finding ways to 
be both British and black. 

But it is not easy. Many 
white people still believe it is 
impossible to be both, says die 
radical black journalist 
Darcus Howe. He is gloomier 
about a multicultural future 
after Channel 4’s modi trial of 
Powell, in which the studio 
audience acquitted him of 
being a racist Things are 
different not better," he says. 
The moral dimate makes it 
difficult for people to bark and 
scream what they think. 
People get embarrassed to be 
called racist. Bui there was a 
cobra-like hiss in the studio 
audience with whites from the 
Midlands when Powell was 
attacked." 

Multiculturalism still comes 
under fire from the Right 
Lord Tebbit the former Cabi¬ 
net minister, embarrassed Mr 
Hague at the last Tory confer¬ 
ence when he called it “divi¬ 
sive". Lord TebbifS last telling 
intervention in the race debate 
was his so-called “cricket test" 










Mr Richards, right on the Empire Windrush. He found work on the railways 


Mr Richards’s passport photograph in 1948 


of 1990. “Which side do they 
cheer for?" he asked. 

Mt Richards, who arrived 
in Britain just in time to see 
Bradman bow out of Test 
cricket with a duck at the Oval 
in his last game for the 1948 
Australians, supports Eng¬ 


land when they are playing 
the likes of Australia. But he 
looks at you with something 
approaching scorn when you 
suggest that he might desert 
his beloved West Indies. 

He typifies the resilient and 
uncomplaining first genera¬ 


tion of West Indian immi 
grams, who got their heads 
down, got a job and ignored 
the racial slights they suffered 
from bigoted landladies and 
prejudiced employers. He pre¬ 
fers to speak of the kindness of 
his fellow workers at the 
Orpington rail depot on the 
Southern Region. 

"The people I worked with 
were very nice right through 
the years. You always find 
some funny people, but you 
don't let them worry you. 
Because there are so many 


nice people around, you don't 
let a couple of silly people 
upset you." 

But as our interviews opp¬ 
osite show, the second genera 
tion of immigrants, those who 
came of age at the time of the 
Paris 6vinements of 1968 and 
the assassination of Martin 
Luther King, were less in¬ 
clined to rum the other cheek. 
They forced a change in the 
law, they marched, they 
fought the National Front In 
Brixton. they took on the 
police. Black veterans of those 


m 


p 


battles say the polidlte 
of the day were appalh 
with all non-whites regar 
as criminals. After Lord S 
man endorsed community 
firing, tensions have eased. 

The third generation 
Mack immigrants, the gn „ 
children of men like P 
Richards, seems to have mfj 
in common with the grn 
beards. Hard-hit by the tjf 
recent recessions, they 
more worried about find 
work than storming 
barricades. 
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What’s more, from Dover our ships depart every 45 minutes between 7am 
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"So there i was. with virgin blonde hair down to my waist and I'd n %-‘- 

been touched by anybody . . T . 

From bimbo, to bankrupt, to Best Supporting Actress 
A revealing interview with Kim Basinger — The Sunday Times tomorrow 
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THE WINDRUSH IMMIGRANTS: BLACK BRITONS 50 YEARS ON 
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THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY 


B''-*; Euton Christian 

Rv! bJ.923 
Ky •“] Jamaica 
^ •} Post Office 
manager 

0m First black JP 
a* in Manchester 


m.1949 Louise Ashbourne 

b.1924 

Jamaica 

Hairdresser 



to Hobos Hi 


&^ON' CHRISTIAN has 
•fciijwne a long way over the past 
a century. As a boy he 
•'5^5ved in abject poverty in a 
wooden hut in 
^^Hngston, Jamaica. Today, 
^^aher retiring from his job as a 
e A£&iddIe manager for the Post 
^rjvSjffice, he is the proud owner 
a-665.000 Edwardian semi 
Manchester. 

[-? ’.v^-Mr, Christian. 74. veiy much 
‘piSdae traditional West Indian 
- patriarch, was one of the 492 
^ijamajcans who spearheaded 
fe|iack‘immigration to Britain 
^vVpri the Tittle Mayflower" — 
L&t&e Empire Wind rush. 

he proudly surveys the 
j^Jamily he raised with his 
f J^dBood sweetheart. Louise, 
->•^74 today, and a career that 
pyv'e&liminated in becoming the 
rooty's ffrstblack JP, Mr Chris- 
00 *^8^ about 
^^apping die sunshine of the 

fc~ ~ ~- 


r:V: /-.Thaaepebple have ' 

- : >J Bri6?h passports and they 
must be allowed to laid. 
^.TherBEsjiothirig to worry • 
- aboutbecause they. 

• • -• •'won'ttastone winter Irt 

CofanialSecretaty, 

-iMMft: V . . 

Aal lookahead, lam 
- . fifiedwifri foreboding. Like. 
; the Roman, I seem to 
r see‘.‘the River Tiber 
Tbamihg wfth.much 
btood^- : 

■ IV —EnbchPoweU.-oea 

s, ThaBrttfsh people 
v-.«/ feared Immigration 
: ; i Taid being “swamped 
•v: n- by^peoplewfth 


O Black Ca rib beans num¬ 
ber 500,000, compared 
with 840,000 people of 
-Indian origin. The. total 
...black population in Britain, 
-ifncfacfing Africans arid 
mixed-race people, v ’ Is 
900,000. 

“□Among blacks, 48 per 
cent own their homes, com- 
'pared with 67 per cent' 
among whites. The per- 
^ carnage of black house- 
vfiokls; without a car is 55- 
r\ per cent; among whites 33 
^percent 

□ Over 40 per cent of bteck 
‘'Caribbean " families are 
^hcisdidtw a single parent, 
^ compared with 13 per cent 
r amof^h Tvhltes. Married 
couples make up 79 per 
cent of white famines and 
* 47-per cent of black Carfb- 
iJeanfamffles. 

K D.Unemployment among 
f Week Caribbeans Is twice 
that for whites and affects 
oearfy40 per cent of mates 


By Nicholas Wood 

Caribbean for the damp 
Manchester winters. 

“My life in this country has 
been fulfilled by the achieve¬ 
ments I have been able to 
make by remaining here,” he 
says. “1 am very proud of my 
girls.! was at first dishearten¬ 
ed that I didn't have a son. But 
the way the girls have behaved 
towards us makes me very 
proud of them." 

His three daughters, bom in 
the 1950s, have all built satisfy¬ 
ing careers and say they are 
well integrated into British 
society. Despite their mixed 
marriages, they say they have 
encountered little racial preju¬ 
dice and that they have learnt 
to brush aside the bigots. 

Angela, the oldest at 47, 
says: “We have just worked 
twice as hard to tty to be twice 
as good. We just don't have a 
defeatist attitude about it." 


a different culture” 

— Margaret Thatcher, 

1978 

I was stopped four times 
te 1986 aftv coUectirig a car a 
sponsor bought "What’s 
a niggerlike you doing in an 
England tracksuit?" the 
policemen asked 

— Unford Christie, 

1995 

ff we areprepared to sit 
back and leave our best 
players to face racist 
language on the pitch, what 
hope is there for the 
Sunday League footballer 
from pub teams on 
. Hackney-Marshes? 

— Ian Wright, 1998 


. aged 15-24. But the propor¬ 
tions with a job or seeking 
work are roughly the same 
for blacks and whites. 

DAbout 30 per cent of 
blade Caribbeans belong to 
the more affluent and bet¬ 
ter educated-ABC1 social 
group. The figure for whites 
Is 47 percent 

P The percentage of 
blacks wfth A levels is 9.2 
per. cent- compared with 
13-4 per cent among 
whites. • 

□ Black Caribbean people 
live mainly In Greater 
London and the West Mid¬ 
lands conurbation. Smaller 
proporttons live in Greater 
: Manchester, the cities of 
the Bast Midlands and 
parts of the outer South 


Yvonne was head girl at her 
comprehensive school and 
Elaine was a model before 
becoming a sales manager in 
the rag trade. 

But Aaron. 25. Angela's son 
from her first marriage, has 
not had a proper job since 
leaving school and complains 
that he feels alienated from the 
world around him. Mr Chris¬ 
tian worries about Aaron's 
generation of black young¬ 
sters. "Things have not 
worked out well for them. In 
our dme. you could get a job 
whenever you wanted. Now 
they tend to involve them¬ 
selves with drug-running and 
crime." 

Nonetheless, Angela has not 
given up hope for Aaron. "I 
think it wj|] son itself out as 
things pick up economically. 
And Aaron comes from a 
family of survivors." 


Angela 

b.1951 

Manchester 


1. m.1971 Alexander 
Crawford 

Social 

worker 

^ marriage 
dissolved 
1983 


2. m.1987 John 

Wardle 

Shop 

keeper 


Aaron 

b.1972 

Manchester 

Unemployed 


Yvonne 
b.1952 
Manchester 
Lecturer in 
French 
and History 


Sophia 

bJ.988 

Tunbridge 

Wells 

School 

pupil 


mJL987 Clive 

Maxwell- 

Yates 


Computer Sales 
engineer manager 


OIMa 

b.1991 

Tunbridge 

Welts 

School 

pupil 


Elaine = m.l987John 
b.1953 Hough 

Manchester Runs 

Sales computer 

manager firm 

for London 
fashion 
house 


Three generations’ struggle for acceptance 


□ Long-term Illness rates 
are higher for Macks than 
whites, especially among 
women. 


SAM KING. 72. typifies the 
sturdy independence of the 
first wave of immigrants. The 
wartime RAF veteran bought 
his first house in Camberwell. 
South London, in 1950 and set 
up the “pardner” scheme of 
pooled loans to help other 
West Indians to clamber on to 
the property ladder. 

But Mr King, who rose to 
middle-manager level in the 
Post Office and in 1983 became 
the first black Mayor of South¬ 
wark. has spent his life turn¬ 
ing a blind eye to racist slurs. 
“It dfdnT worry me. because I 
had to survive. I came here to 
seek a living because condi¬ 
tions in Jamaica were not good 
after the war and I got a living. 

I have never drawn national 
assistance." 

He has three children by his 
first wife. May. who died in 
1983. He believes that the 
second generation of immi¬ 
grants have rather lost their 
way. “Their outlook is com¬ 
pletely different from duis. 
They have the opportunities 
but they seem to want only the 
easy ones half the time and it 
does not work." 

He is investing his hopes in 
his four grandchildren. “1 am 
just hoping that they will have 
a different view and. so far. I 
am pleased that two have had 
a university education. But 
having an education and us¬ 
ing it Is a different thing. 

“My children are on a 
different wavelength from me. 
We were hard-working, self- 
disciplined and totally dedicat¬ 
ed to the family. For them. 







Sam King served in the RAF in Britain during the war 

quality of life is important [the second generation] co- 
They think we are backward.” operate bur they are not disri- 


He laughs, but h is clear this 
pillar of the Pentecostal 
Church is deeply disturbed by 
the fissures in black society. 
“Ln my time, to work ten hours 
a day was a privilege. Our 
family had to be disciplined 
and cooperate. 1 think they 


plined. Marriages break up 
far more readily." 

His book. Climbing Up the 
Rough Side of the Mountain, 
to be published by Minerva 
next month, sets out his 
personal struggle for accep¬ 
tance in Britain. 


MICHAEL KING says he 
was the victim of blatant 
racism at the fee-paying 
Alleyn’s School in Dulwich, 
South London, more than 20 
years ago. And he believes 
that the Brixton riots, which 
he witnessed, were the bitter 
fruit of police brutality to¬ 
wards blacks. 

A battle-scarred yuppie, 
struggling to rebuild his life 
after going bust in the late 
1980s, M r King. 41, sees pluses 
and minuses in British soci¬ 
ety. “I was privileged to have 
gone to Alleyn’s." he says. "I 
think my dad was very clever 
as an immigrant with a back¬ 
ground as a peasant farmer to 
recognise that education was 
one of the keys. The teachers 
that we had were the top in 
their field ... the gowns and 
mortarboard brigade. 

“Some of the teachers were 
excellent, very supportive and 
kind, very helpful and 
learned. And some were 
downright evil They were 
people who would be locked 
up today. Some of them were 
blatantly racist and told you 
to your face and were happy 
to do so in front of a dass full 
of kids. It couldn’t go on in the 
90s. In the late 60s and early 
70s it was the norm." 

Mr King, who had won a 
scholarship to the school, 
remembers being told by a 
master that he should not be 
at AJIeyn’s but at the compre¬ 
hensive down the road, where 
50 per cent of the pupils were 
black. He was also bullied, 
until he reached 6fi 2in in his 





Michael King 

mid teens. He left school with 
six O levels and two A levels, 
but his plans for university 
were edipsed by the rapid 
growth of his business 
interests. 

His next defining experi¬ 
ence was the Brixton riots of 
1981. when he was running a 
chain of fashion shops and 
dabbling in properly. He says 
that the heavy-handed polic¬ 
ing of that era was disgusting 
and that the police provoked 
the riot by treating every 
black person as a criminal. 

Yet Mr King, who joined 
the anti-racist marches of the 
1970s, is optimistic about the 
future for black people. He 
says the police have made 
great efforts to build links 
with the black community in 
Brixton. 


DIONE KING is the apple of 
her father's eye — and her 
grandfather's. Dione, 21. 
passed three A levels at Hab¬ 
erdashers' Aske*s Hatch am 
College in New Cross, south¬ 
east London, and is studying 
for her psychology finals at 
Luton University. 

Her grandfather, a commit¬ 
ted Christian, is delighted that 
Dione has rediscovered her 
faith. She started going to 
church at 16 and is a born- 
again Christian. 

Her father says she is bright 
and bubbly and no stranger to 
London nightlife. “As a child 
it was important there was 
party time, but that had to be 
balanced with study time." 






Dione King 
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Don’t tell me 

what to read, 


Mr Straw 


Magnus Linklater trusts the writer 
who got to the heart of Mary Bell 


I am proud to declare an 
interest in the Mary Bell 
case. I have known and 
worked with Gitta Sereny 
many times and consider her 
one of the finest journalists of 
my generation. It is about all l 
can find to be proud of at the 
end of a disgraceful week for 
press and politicians alike, one 
that has seen full licence given 
to the morality of the lynch 
mob. backed by a layer of 
hypocrisy as breathtaking as it 
has been sickening. 

In the course of it a mother 
and an innocent daughter 
have been exposed to the kind 
of harassment which, at the 
time of the death of Diana. 
Princess of Wales, we naively 
believed had been forsworn. 
And some ministers have ap¬ 
peared to give the media carte 
blanche to carry on. 

Jack Straw, the Home Secre¬ 
tary, whose artide in The Sun 
gave tacit encouragement to 
the tabloid press, now seems 
to be suggesting that books 
which explore the criminal 
mind should not be written at 
ail. For a minister presiding 
over a penal system which 
presumably is still under¬ 
pinned by principles of re¬ 
demption and rehabilitation, 
this is a remarkable attitude. 
But it is no more extreme titan 

the argument put _ 

forward by A.N. 

Wilson in the 
London Evening 
Standard: that the 
process of delving 
into the pathology 
of such crimes is 
inherently evil. Oth¬ 
er reactions have 
been depressing be¬ 
cause of tiie sources 


Even to 
contemplate 
such a book 
was playing 
with fire 


from which they emanate. 77ie 
Independent, which once ran 
Ms Sereny’s investigation of 
the Bulger case at great length, 
says The Times should not 
have serialised the Mary Bell 
story because the bode, which 

E resumably journalists there 
ave not read, has nothing 
new to add. How can they 
know? And David Banks, a 
senior Mirror Group editor, 
who might easily have stuffed 
cheques through Maty Bell’s 
door given half a chance, 
accuses her of invading our 
privacy. 

Watching Ms Sereny on 
Channel Four News, I was 
struck by one of the qualities 
that distinguishes her from 
most of her colleagues, and 
particularly from those minis¬ 
ters who have been playing so 
glibly to the gallery. She was, 
at the end of what must have 
been a horrendous week, not 
only composed, but concerned 
to explore the issues raised by 
Jon Snow as honestly as she 
could. Nothing was deflected. 
She has, of course, a case to 
answer. In deciding to pursue 
the Mary Bell story she knew 
there was a risk that it would 
end in precisely the exposure 
she wanted to avoid, wrecking 
Bell’s carefully reconstructed 
lire and that of her teenage 
daughter. The payment of 
money made h more likely 
that this would happen. Mere¬ 
ly contemplating the book at 
all was playing with fire. She 
was, perhaps, naive in think¬ 


ing that tiie press would 
continue to observe the injunc¬ 
tion that protected Bell. She 
trusted too much that a tele¬ 
vision producer to whom she 
had to confide would under¬ 
stand the need for secrecy. She 
placed too much reliance on 
the Probation Service and the 
Official Solicitor. Above all. 
the failure to talk to tiie 
victims' families before they 
learnt the news about the book 
from the media was an appall¬ 
ing lapse. 

To understand why she felt 
the need to pursue the story, 
one has to know something of 
her relentless exploration of 
the darkest and most difficult 
secrets of human nature. From 
her early work with children 
scarred by the Holocaust in 
postwar Europe, to her pur¬ 
suit of Franz Stangl. comman¬ 
dant of Treblinka extermina¬ 
tion camp, to her deep analysis 
of the mentality of Albert 
Speer, she has found it almost 
impossible to leave unan¬ 
swered die questions that oth¬ 
ers simply pose. The word 
“why” litters tabloid headlines 
whenever there is a case as 
shocking as Mary Bell’s. In¬ 
stead of their cheap pop psy¬ 
chology, Ms Sereny actually 
tries to find an answer. It is 
usually a gruelling process, 
not just for those to 
whom she talks but 
those who are 
sucked into the 
process. 

I worked doseiy 
with her on a kid¬ 
napping case in Sic¬ 
ily where a teen¬ 
ager. Annabel 
Schiki, and her 
mother, Daphne, 


had been held for more than a 
year. Ms Sereny was not 
content merely to follow the 
stoty. She arranged, through 
contacts, for the (tope to appeal 
for their release from the 
balcony of St Peter's — an 
appeal that worked. When tiie 
Schilds were freed, she not 
only interviewed them for 
many hours, she persuaded 
the chief of police in Cagliari, 
to take them back to the 


mountain village where their 
captors lived, so that Annabel 
could talk to the bandit fam¬ 
ilies — an act of reconciliation 
that had never been contem¬ 
plated before. 


I 


am quite certain that 
Mary Bell wanted to talk 
to her, not for the money, 
but because she too wanted 
answers, and perhaps a form 
of reconciliation too. It must 
have been a long and agonis¬ 
ing business. But to suggest 
that it should not happen at aD 
is to block off erne of the most 
fundamental of all lines of 
inquiry: that which seeks to 
understand why. from time to 
time, we break the barriers of 
civilised behaviour. I would 
rather have Gitta Sereny ex¬ 
plore this than The Sun. I 
would rather read her on 
Mary Bell than A. N. Wilson. 
But. most important of ail. I 
would rather have the right to 
read her than be told by a 
Cabinet minister that there are 
some things that I am not 
allowed to read at all. 



The culture and the biz 


T he past year has been a 
parched desert for critics of 
the Government But in re¬ 
cent weeks a drop of cod 
water fell on their lips. A group of 
“luwies" turned on the hand that was 
feeding them champagne and bit it 
hard. For reasons not immediately 
dear. leaders of Blur and Pulp 
savaged Tony Blair in the music 
press. John Prescott, sent dubbing by 
his image-makers, was attacked by a 
punk. Then Ben Elton, prince among 
luwies. used his television show to 
denounce “Cool Britannia" as “vacu¬ 
ous crap” 

Now the Government's new Arts 
Council diairman has been sent to 
sort this lot out. He is Gerry 
Robinson, head of Granada, and a 
member of tiie Government’s “other 
luwies". the business community. 
He has allegedly been given two 
remits. The first is executive, to 
resolve the shambles into which arts 
finance has degenerated. The second 
is political, to blow apart the old 
definition of subsidisable arts, and 
spread the boon of central govern¬ 
ment into new and exciting areas. 

The first job is easy, provided Mr 
Robinson is resistant to arts terror¬ 
ism. I was once a member of a board 
that fell victim to an Arts Council cut, 
the Prospect Company at the Old Vic 
The deed was done by the then 
chairman. Kenneth Robinson (no 
relation), with ail the panache of 
Macbeth on the first night at Cawdor. 
He and his officials were damned 
from every stage in London. When 
they saw the bloodstained corpse, 
they gasped and vowed never to do 
such a thing again. Killing an aits 
company in those days was like 
dubbing baby seals. 

The Arts Council budget is at 
present being cut each year, and Mr 
Robinson wOI have to dub a seal a 
weds. This will be exceptionally 
painfuL, since tiie budget is composed 
of myriad tiny grants, each heavy 
with “friends” and political correct¬ 
ness. The Arts Council has become a 
sprawling bureaucracy that meets, 
eats, writes, travels and never takes 
derisions. It is also deft at drumming 
up bleeding stumps to wave at those 
who would mutilate its dients. 

Mr Robinson will suddenly find 
that everyone is against him. Each 
cut will be fought by his staff, by 
ministers up to and doubtless induc¬ 
ing the Prime Minister, by the press, 
by his wife's best friend and by his 
children's parents’ best friend. Arts 
organisations are the new glue of the 


Has Gerry Robinson taken over the 
Arts Council in order to nationalise 


Britain’s creative service industries? 


bourgeoisie. Everybody turns out to 
be president of an appeal dinner or 
chairman of a development trust or a 
closet balletomane. All believe in art 
All will “fight the cuts”. Mr Robinson 
should go about society in disguise. 
He is not Lord Bountiful but tiie chief 
executioner. 

Worse, he must now preside over 
the indefensible. He has to find a way 
of taking money from his booming 
National Lottery fond (£260 million) 
and giving it to his starved revenue 
dients (£180 million and falling). This 
is specifically not what the lottery was 
for. which was for oneoff grants to 
buildings. But as Treasury support 
has dwindled, so the distortion away 
from art and to¬ 
wards buildings 
has become absurd. 

Millions have been 
splurged on con¬ 
struction, with no 
thought to paying 
for what happens 
inside. The most 
glaring instance of 
this is rising on the 
South Bank in 


London, a £20 million frnax cinema 
that may never be used, while tiie 
concrete wastes of the Festival Hall 
remain untouched. Why London 
needs athirdlraaxdneinais beyond 
comprehension. 

The second task allotted to Mr 
Robinson will be less susceptible to 
macho management The Govern¬ 
ment has realised that tiie arts of 
opera, ballet music and live theatre, 
like the Pope, “have no divisions”. 
They are indeed minor sports. In 
their place must descend the hordes 
of Oasis. Prodigy and Massive At¬ 
tack, of movie moguls and television 
executives, of designers and Britpop 
artists. This week this New Model 
Army poured over the drawbridge of 
Windsor Castle itself and entered the 
Privy Chambers of the monarch. 
They march under the slogan of Tony 
Banks, ti« Culture Minister, that “art 
goes hand in hand with politics". 
When you are spending tiie people's 
money an art you spend it on the 
people's art You do rot spend it on 
the prancing pastimes of toffeedom. 


Is the Government really serious 
about this undeniably exhilarating 
revolution? Yes I think it is. And the 
conventional arts lobby has yet to get 
tiie message. It should send a shiver 
down the spine of every theatre, 
orchestra and chorus in the land. On 
the surface tiie outcome may simply 
spread money more thinly across a 
widening group of dients. This 
h app e n ed in the Nineties when the 
Arts Council also widened its scope 
from the performing arts into fields 
such as literature and architecture 
and more recently film. Last year 
Virginia Bottomky took £30 million 
of public money into the film busi¬ 
ness- Talk on tiie Rialto is that Mr 
Robinson is being 
tokl to go further, to 
support popular 
music, Britpop art¬ 
ists and fashion de¬ 
signers. Ministers 
want to be seen 
“backing winners” 
and winners be¬ 
loved of the young. 
So out goes Rattle 
and Kennedy and 
in conies McQueen and Galliano, 
i and Prodii 


knew what the Arts Council was 
about, to keep in being that which 
would otherwise disappear. 

Move from the traditional arts into 
“British culture” in the round, and 
how do you judge? Mr Robinson can 
obviously be left to subsidise any¬ 
thing he likes. As the Dadaists said: 
“If I say it is art. then it must be art." 
There’s long been much that is 
Dadaist about the Arts Council. But 
public money must be spent on 
declared criteria, and these are now 
obscure. The forthcoming film Land 
GUIs had a grant but not the Full 
Monty. Both are meritorious. But if 
die Government intends that the Arts 
Council should support an almost 
random selection of Britain's creative 
service industries, it much surely 
explain which ernes and why. And rf 
films , why not novels? If brass bands 
why not karaoke? 


Simon 
Jenkins \ 


Jamfroquri and Prodigy. 

The thesis that government should 
not be subsidising the poverty-strick¬ 
en culture of the mostly rich (music 
and balled but the wealthy culture of 
the mostly poor (rock music and 
punk fashion) is stunning. It is tiie 
arts equivalent of naming and sham¬ 
ing schools. When Keynes founded 
tiie Arts Council after the war. he 
declared “Death to Hollywood” as its 
motto- This was widely and not 
unfairly seen by critics such as 
Raymond Williams as code for 
subsidising the leisure of the London 
elite. But even Williams could hardly 
have foreseen the latest consequence 
of his criticism. 

The Government's second name at 
present is unpredictable. Until now. 
Arts Council subsidies were granted 
by fairly open criteria. They went to 
those art forms that could not survive 
at a certain level of quality without 
help. This subsidy might be abused, 
and help might beoome entrenched in 
croneyism. But, for the most part, we 


W hat we are witnessing is 
the tentative but pro¬ 
gressive nationalisation 
of British culture. Subsi¬ 
dy intended to keep an institution 
alive is now subsidy to erect a 
complete cultural framework. Inside 
it every activity will be guided by the 
subtle or not so subtle hand of grants. 
The old pluralism is dying. Local 
councils, once leading patrons of the 
arts in Britain, have had this patron¬ 
age neutered by ratecapptng. By far 
tiie biggest single patron of tiie arts, 
with a subsidy five times that of the 
Arts Council, is the BBC It spends 
more than £100 million annually on 
performers alone and must be rated 
far more accessible in its patronage 
than tiie Arts Council. But it is 
immersed in a ratings war with 
commercial television. The lottery 
has brought huge sums into the arts 
and related activities such as sport 
tourism and the heritage. But the 
lottery's independence of government 
has been shortlived- Within a decade 
it will have gone die way of the road 
fund and national insurance, straight 
into the Treasury. Thus is the way 
with nationalisation. 

Where this leaves Mr Robinson’s 
Council is hard to see. its sister arm’s- 
length body, the University Grants 
Committee, succumbed to the 
Thatcherite centralism in the Eight¬ 
ies. As the new chairman hacks his 
way through the jungle, his axe will 
be continually blunted on the con¬ 
crete bunker of politics. But he is a 
radical. Perhaps he will know when 
the game is up. Perhaps he will be the 
last in a long and distinguished line. 


Why is 

Wodehouse* 

so funny? 

Anthony Quinton 


breaks the code. 


of theWoosters 


A nthony Burgess once observed : 
that the humour of Wode-' 
house’s books does not ask for; 
dose analysis. It may. nevertheless.- 
be of some interest to look inio the 
manner of working of WodehouseSv 
humour. There is a distinctive and 
consistent moral outlook behind bis 
writing, not merely “delightftti- 
nonsense” . ,w„ 

A number of the best of his jokes 
are metaphorical connections of men 
and animals. Fbr instance, a girl says 
to Wooster. “You’re a pig. Bertie/' 
and receives the reply. “A pig maybe 
— but a shrewd, level-headed pig." At • 
one level this is enjoyable because of 
the absurdity of ascribing level¬ 
headedness. which implies that his' 
condition has been achieved despite 
the temptations of flightiness, to a 
creature as sedate, predictable and 
unenterprising as a pig. 

But there is a further aspect: The 
comparison invites us to feel rather 
more fellowship with the pig than is ■ 
customary. Something that is ordi¬ 
narily seen as compensating for its 
unpleasant appearance and manner 
of life by supplying us with ham. 
sausages and the better son of 
suitcase is suddenly represented U 
having its own point of view. “ 
The same latent moral content is 
also present in an example which 
might seem at first to be a sheer flight 
of fancy. George Mulliner reports 
that when he was running from a 
crowd of rustics led by a man with a 
pitchfork, “he distinctly saw a rabbit 
shoot an envious glance at him as he 
passed and shrug its shoulders 
hopelessly". This serves as an im¬ 
plied reproof to die philosopher 
Descartes and his followers, who' 
suppose animals to be automata and 
their cries of pain to be no more than 
the squeaking of an unoiled door. . 

This duality of point is not univer¬ 
sal. There are pure jokes, as remotely 
abstracted from the general human 
condition as anything in Mallamte. 
For example: “A certain liveliness 
was beginning to manifest itself u pm 
that gallery. The raspberry was not 
actually present, but he seemed to 
hear the beating of its wings." 

But some gentle moral point is 
conveyed by many of Wodehouse*s 
comparisons within the human do-' 
main. This example I have not been, 
able to track down in his works. It. 
may not even be his, but is unques¬ 
tionably in his manner. Itroncems a 
stockbroker. “His conduct in the Cily 
was calculated to cause raised eye-'* 
brows on the fofsle of a pirate' 
sloop.” As well as the pleasure we fed 
at the vertiginous breadth of the 
comparison, there is the thought that 
pirates, for all their faults, are 
members of the human race. 

It could be argued that in practice 
Wodehouse was too trusting arid 
uncritically forgiving. If he had been 
less genial and indulgent he would. 
never have been involved in the 
broadcasts from Germany that 
caused him so much trouble. But bu- 
general message is always apposrtft 
even if, like other good things, it can 
be carried to excess. 

In his Notes on the Comic W.H. 
Auden says, “Among those whom I 
like or admire. I can find no common 
denominator, but among those 
whom I love. I can*, all of them make 
me laugh." Much humour depends 
on making men look like fools. A 
special excellence of Wodehouse is 
that, over and above his purely 
literary excellence, he makes fools 
and knaves look like men. 


This is an edited extract from Lord 
Quinton's new book. From Wode- 
house to Wittgenstein (Carcanct). 


Going it alone 


•ALEX FERGUSON, the Man¬ 
chester United manager, leaves 
more than broken dreams in the 
stadiums of vtyiquished oppo¬ 
nents: “7 don't stick my gum under 
the bench," says the notorious 
chewer. “/ throw it on the pitch ." 


WINSTON CHURCHILL, the former Tory MP thrown into the political 
wilderness by William Hague, is to stand as an Independent in next year's 
European elections. He is considering running under the banner of the ■ — 

Churchill Party after receiving a terse letter yesterday from Conservative 

Central Office confirming that he has not been chosen as a prospective HpaW TAllPT 
MEP. Churchill's exclusion marks j’ M 


ihe end of his 30-year career with 
the party and invites parallels with 
his grandest ancestor. Sir Winston 
stood as an independent anti¬ 
sod alls l candidate in the 1924 
general election. 

“I am left with little option but to 
stand under my own name," he 
says. "I will use whatever avenue is 
open to represent a British constitu¬ 
ency." Alan Clark. MP, feels the 
party’s treatment of Churchill (pic¬ 
tured) shows that its obsession with 
modernising has exceeded its judg¬ 
ment: “It is absolutely disgraceful 
that the faceless apparatchiks in 
Central Office refused to put him 
on the list By blocking little 
Winston, the party has its final 



revenge: they twice tried to throw 
his grandfather out of the party." 
Let's hope Churchill has more 
success than Randolph, his father, 
who stood as an Independent 
Conservative in Liverpool Wav- 
ertree in 1935: he split the Tory vote 
in half, allowing the Labour candi¬ 
date to win. 


BEN HOLLIOAKE has received a 
“serious reprimand" from cricket¬ 
ing authorities for suggesting in a 
magazine article that he was stoned 
during a tour of Sri Lanka. The 
young cricketer, tipped as a future 
England captain, ran into trouble 
after giving an interview to GQ 
while sitting around a table 
“strewn with Rizlas" and talking 
through a “thick fog” of smoke. 
“I'm babooned,” Holtioake was 
quoted as saying. “Look at my 
eyes." Lords is not amused: “We 
have talked to the players and re¬ 
minded them of their obligations as 
members of the national side.” Per¬ 
haps HoHioake is bidding for Ian 
Bothams mantle. 



with a goodwill message and Den¬ 
nis Skinner sent a CD containing 
the history of the Levellers, the so¬ 
cialist movement. The Home Secre¬ 
tary sent a measly PR photograph: 
“There wasn’t even a ’best wishes' 
added What would Janet have got 
if she hadn’t been his best friend?" 


EDWARD WELSH 


among a number of politicos asked 
to donate a personal item to raise 

funds for the constituency party of 

Janet Anderson, a Labour whip 
and the Home Secretary's former 
PA. Straw’s colleagues offered 
some imaginative gifts: Mo Mow¬ 
lam sent a jigsaw puzzle of herself 


&ow*Y 
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•NO WONDER he won. Simon 
Kelner used the services of Jon 
Holmes, a top sports agent, to help 
to get transferred to the Editor's 
seat at The Independent With cli¬ 
ents such as Gary Lineker and Will 
Carling. Holmes is more used to 
making lucrative deals with crisp 
companies: The boy done good 


Final Straw 


JACK STRAW is gaining a reput¬ 
ation as the meanest MP- He was 



>DON WALES-CAMPBELL. the 
indson of Sir Malcolm Camp- 
7, is turning out to be an unwor¬ 
thy inheritor of the speedster's 
mantle. His grandfather won 
world repute by setting nine world 
land-speed records in his filmed 
Bluebird cars, and his dashing un¬ 
de died on Coniston Water while 
attempting similar feats on water 
in 1967. Young Don, on the other 
hand, is today trying to set a land 
speed for an “electric vehicle". The 
wannabe speed merchant mil be 
gracing Elnngton airfield in York 
where he hopes to reach 215 mph. 
How families decline: Sir Malcolm 
topped300mph in 1935. 



Grate party 


HER Majesty threw caution to the 
wind at her “Cool Britannia" party 
in St George's Hafl at Windsor 
: the other nis 


Fitzgerald: royal guest 


Castle the other night. Not only did 
she invite 650 strangers, including 
Joanna Lumley. Zoe Wanamaker 
and Tara Fitzgerald, into her trea¬ 
sured home, but she let them light 
up in the vast room that burnt 
down during her annus horribilis. 
"There were ashtrays strategically 
placed all around the hall," recalled 
one party-goer. How brave after 
spending £37 million to restore the 
charred building. 


NIGEL MANSELL is to provide tips to the two parliamentary 
trams competing for the checkered flag at Donington Park on 
Monday. The erstwhile Formula One world champion will be 
advi sing the six lords and six MPs about achieving pole position 
and cornering without mishaps. Both teams will be leaving the 
grid to speed round ten laps in souped-up Vauxhail Vectras capable 
of speeds of up to 140mph. Gary Lineker is expected to be on 
hand in the pit slop to help change the odd tyre. Despite the 
contestants* honourable pedigree, the race will provide an 

opportunity to settle old scores. Peter Hain. the Welsh Office 

a u COr ?5? 1 ’ tor ( P iaiir ^ says: “U justice is to 
prevail, MPs should beat those who are only in the race because 
their grandfather's grandfather was the mistress of Charles II." 

I ran disdose, however, that the Lords have a secret weapon: Lord 
Asww. a spectator, is bringing Camilla, his deiightfiil fanphier 

Stralhc tfTOn. the 74-year-old 

t^nfeadeir from the Lordsc dismissed the lower chamber’s 

b ^°J c a faiL “ “One 15 fajpeful of 

victoiy. Let s hope the race does not become too rough. 
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the great gamble 

"It- Europe defies the Iaws of economics for political ends 


“On' May 2, 1998, in an atmosphere of 
euphoria, in Brussels, European Union 
goverpDJfflits formally declared that the euro 
would: be launched the following January 
with H founder members,” In the next 
generation’s history books, assuming that 
©jporrow’s children still learn dates at all, 
wjuti voir, that date signify? One thing is 
certain: wm or Jose, it will not be a footnote. 
„TJie single currency is above all a political 
gamble, intended to bring about the irrever¬ 
sible political integration of the Union, 
which is why the economic goalposts erected 
t ^Maastricht have been moved when they 
Mgked HMy to get in the way. That is the 
argument that the German establishment 
uses to persuade reluctant Germans to part 
with their beloved mark. And that is why it 
is-profoundly misleading for any British 
politician to suggest that the translation into 
action of this Government’s commitment “in 
principle" to joining is a maner of no more 
than a nice calculation of the balance of 
economic.interest Its launch will transform 
European politics to an extent far exceeding 
its purely economic impact 
; If the euro succeeds—leaving aside for the 
. 'moment what success would mean — it will 
entail a historically decisive shift away from 
the national capitals of the euro states of the 
power to make decisions that intimately 
affect their citizens’ lives and job prospects, 
andthe way their societies function. 

At the most basic level, treasuries and 
* a$ral banks will no longer be able to 
change either interest rates or exchange 
rates as shock absorbers to smooth out the 
tamps in the economic cycle. On the large 
assumptionthat the EU is ready for a one- 
size-fits-all single policy, interest rates will 
be set by a European Central Bank which is 
legally obliged to disregard pressures from 
individual euro states. Since the “stability 
and growth pact” on which Germany has 
' successfully insisted will also rule out 
running up budget deficits to avert reces¬ 
sion. the burden of adjustment will fall on 
taxes. Even that option could be severely 
limited; there is already political pressure to 
outlaw “unfair" tax competition. The 
Bundesbank’s Hans Tietmeyer is probably 


right that governments cannot expect to 
retain their independence in fiscal matters. 

The euro will thus create political tensions 
even if the economies of its member stales 
prove durably convergent. If. as seems 
Ukely. they do not move in step, the central 
fixing of interest rates will suit some 
countries and not others, creating bitter 
resentments. Countries in economic trouble 
would have only two escape routes. People 
would not be able to vote for different 
policies but they could, in theory, migrate to 
more prosperous parts of the Union in 
search of jobs. In practice, that course will be 
open only to the skilled or to those prepared 
to take on the sorts of menial jobs reserved 
for immigrants. Governments could also 
appeal to Brussels for pump-priming sub¬ 
sidies: but for that to be workable, the EU 
would need to command a far bigger slice of 
national revenues than it does today. The 
dollar operates in the context of a federal 
government; that would be the best guar¬ 
antee of a successful single currency in 
Europe, too. 

The euro’s launch coincides with a return 
to growth in most EU countries. But this has 
had almost no impact on dole queues, which 
in Italy, France, Germany and Spain are the 
highest in living memory. People are tired of 
sacrifice in the name of a single currency: if 
the launch of the euro does not bring relief, 
there could be a terrible backlash. 

To succeed, the euro needs to be stable, 
strong and backed by a greater consensus 
about its management than the Franco- 
German row over the head of the European 
Central Bank suggests. The awkward fact is 
that these two key countries want totally dif¬ 
ferent things out of the single currency. If it 
foils — and political failure cannot be ruled 
out even if the currency is a “technical” suc¬ 
cess — today could be remembered as the 
date when politicians made the fatal leap 
that turned Italians, French and Germans 
against “Europe”, gave xenophobes their op¬ 
ening and derailed the strategy for healing 
the rift that communism wrought by wel¬ 
coming Central and Eastern Europeans into 
the EU. The answer, pace Gordon Brown, 
will not be known until well after 2002. 


' * FRONT PAGE AND FRONT LINE 


Where war can reach right to the journalist’s desk 


The deatii sentence passed on six Nigerians, 
convicted after a dosed trial of plotting a 
coup last November against the military 
Government of General Sani Abacha, has 
been greeted with worldwide protests and 
appeals. Another sentence, to life imprison¬ 
ment, has been less widely condemned. 
Niran Malaolu is the editor of The Diet, a 
. Nigerian newspaper which, like others, 
repented the alleged coup last November. 
For-this “crime" he has been convicted of 
being “an accessory after the fact of treason". 

Nigeria’s dubious “law of accessory" has 
been used before to silence its courageous, 
brutally intimidated press. This year’s 
Unesoo-Guillernio Cano world press free¬ 
dom prize was won this week by the 
seriously ill Christiana Anyanwu, one of 
A'-ffc Nigerian editors serving 15 years’ 
solitary confinement in punitive conditions 
for reporting. the wave of arrests that 
followed another alleged coup in 1985. The 
Nigerian authorities are blunt about their 

propose: journalists have been told to “write 
only what you know and which is confirmed 
by the authorities". To prinf anything other 
than hand-outs courts arrest for treason. 

Tcrraost people, reporting from the front 
line means war reporting. But some of the 
roost dangerous places for journalists to 
work are countries technically at peace. As 
Latin Americans found during the 1980s, 
" hklden wars, where military and police 

• power arbitrarily crushes the saving rule of 
law, can be the dirtiest of alL 

^ince General Abacha seized power in 

• 1W3. the “front line" in Nigeria has moved 


right into newspaper offices, to journalists* 
desks, and even to their homes where police 
searching for them have even detained wives 
and children as hostages. In the past five 
years, hundreds of Nigerian journalists 
have been arrested and detained incommu¬ 
nicado. some of them repeatedly, either as 
warning or punishment for “sensitive" news 
reports. There are more ways of waging war 
today than Clausewitz dreamt of; and where 
repression reaches right through a society, 
the press is everywhere on the front line. 

Newspapers in democracies fight different 
kinds of battles—and in the past year, have 
appeared to be losing one that matters 
greatly, that for understanding of what they 
do from readers who would readily assent to 
the remark by a character in an old Tom 
Stoppard play who said. “I’m all for the 
freedom of the press; it’s just newspapers I 
can’t stand."This can make editors reluctant 
to speak out for colleagues in trouble, for 
fear of appearing to plead for a special 
interest. Such scruples are misjudged. 
Whether or not the media always conduct 
themselves as the public would like, they are 
indispensable links in the constraints that 
an informed public opinion, free to debate, 
can lay on the abuse of power. 

Tomorrow. World Press Freedom Day. is 
a time to acknowledge that when journalists 
are persecuted or silenced, the whole of 
society is at risk. In the perseverance of 
Nigeria's independent journalists under 
intolerably dangerous conditions is etched 
the writing on the wall of its harsh and 
seemingly impervious military regime. 


BRINGING UP BAPPIE 


The disposable nappies meet the disposable incomes 


en cannot be beat. But if the little 
it the next table are throwing things, 
ms or up, the urge to take a gnssino 
hack them around the ears may be 
. It must be resisted, however. Not just 
ielftat would be unkind and politically 
set But because bappies (Babies ot 

it Parents) are the latest focus group. 

re report, such babies are becoming a 
conomic sector. Society magazines for 
at advise on which resmwanB admit 
and allow breast-feeding at table; and 
ne not talking Happy Eater. Instead^ 
knitwear, bappies wear nnruammed 
rbockers. They go “> h ?“' 

And instead of being force l^ n “ f 
lg, they can pick junior f»rtons or 
c vegetable korma, emulsified steak 
liseartd other items on their parents 

these are the babies of 
com. Their parents were 
! urban professionals) *“5*“? 

: upwardly mobile persons). These 
d. kuer than their own par™^- 
e dinkfes (double motme no ^M. 
* used to enjoying eahng 0U '' f ° ri S 
ys and designer clothes. N 
ave babies of theirown,. they 

arastfr 1 * 


they were brought downstairs from the nur¬ 
sery by old nanny to visit their parents for 
half an hour before bed. But today’s younger 
nannies look after their charges all day, and 
take their own time off when the parents 
come home from work. So the only “quality 
time" that such modem parents have with 
their children is when they are accustomed 
to relaxing after the hard day’s work. And 
they are not prepared to give that up. 

Hence the bappie has beat bom. Parents 
want to take their babies with them on their 
social excursions and time off- So res¬ 
taurants and other places of public ren¬ 
dezvous are having to become baby- 
friendlier. as such places in France, Italy and 

America always have been. 

The bappie has a far more sophisticated 
life in diet, clothes and entertainment than 
earlier infants. He or she is in danger of 
being displayed as a fashion accessory or 
token baity. The bappie can be trained in 
consideration for others from an earlier age 
than before. If he creates a disturbance that 
annoys others in a public place, the good 
parent removes him until he behaves. 
Bappies can be a great comfort to your old 
age And they can help you reach it fester. 
But there are customers without children to 
be pleased too. Public places may soon need 
to introduce bappie-free zones, segregating 
parents and non-parents as fiercely as they 
do those who love and hate cigarettes. 
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Mending rift over breaking of bread 


Society revealed in 
Mary Bell furore 

From Rabbi Dr Sidney Brichto 

Sir. I am appalled by the. dare 1 say, 
un-Christian response io the financial 
involvement of Mary Bell in the publi¬ 
cation of Cries Unheard. She is nor 
making a profit out of her crime, for 
the Mary Bell who lives today is not 
the Mary Bell who. at the age of 11. 
killed two children. 

According to Jewish law, a woman 
does not reach moral responsibility 
until the age of 12. According to the 
Christian faith, a person can die and 
be bom again through the belief in the 
resurrection of Christ. According to 
both traditions, redemption is pos¬ 
sible and, in the case of Mary Bell, 
may have been achieved. 

She is now a loving mother of a 
child of 14 and by all the evidence is 
still suffering anguish for the crimes 
she committed. She herself was a vic¬ 
tim of her situation. 

The fact that the overriding public 
concern seems to be the question of 
the morality of financial payment to 
her is a sad indication of how materi¬ 
alistic our society has become. Has 
money become our only standard of 
value? 

If this is the case, it is no wonder 
that the unthinking masses should 
allow this consideration to blind them 
to the tragedy of Mary Beil’s life and 
her attempt to overcome it 

Faithfully yours. 

SIDNEY BRICHTO, 

The Athenaeum. 

Pall Mall. SWIY5ER. 

May l. 

From His Honour Derek Clarkson. 
QC 

Sir. The headlines in your later edi¬ 
tions yesterday, “Daughter, 14, finds 
out who Mary Bell is" and “Mother 
and child moved to safety 1 *, move me 
to ask, in all seriousness, what good is 
expected to come from the publishing 
and serialisation of this book that will 
outweigh the catastrophic effect on the 
lives of Mary Bell and her daughter, 
the revival after 30 years of the grief 
and pain of the bereaved families, and 
the arousal of public anger at the idea 
of Mary Bell’s profiting from her 
wrongdoing? 

These are all consequences that 
must have been foreseen by the au¬ 
thor when she first approached Mary 
Bell and as they worked together on 
the project. If and when Mary Bell is 
— rightly — made to hand over to 
charity any financial benefit she has 
received, then, in my view. Gitta Ser- 
eny, as the begetter of this misguided 
venture, and her publishers should 
also be invited, in due course, to reveal 
publicly what profits they have made 
therefrom and to do the same. 

Yours faithfully, 

DEREK CLARKSON. 

72a Cornwall Road. Harrogate, 

North Yorkshire HGI2NE. 

May 1. 

From Mr Jim Kelly 

Sir, 1 would like to echo Mr P. J. How¬ 
ard (letter, April 30} by praising your 
decision to serialise Cries Unheard . 
Should the book prove to be a half as 
insightful as Ms Sereny’s other work, 
we will all benefit. 

Ms Bell, we now find, gave up em¬ 
ployment in order to co-operate in the 
writing of this book. This is not profit¬ 
eering at the expense of the victims’ 
families. She, as anyone else, is entit¬ 
led to compensation for her time and 
her work. 

When people who have committed 
crimes have fulfilled their obligations 
to society they must be left in peace. If 
a majority of people find the release of 
Mary Bell, her work on this book, the 
release of convicted paedophiles, etc, 
so repugnant, their democratic rights 
should be exercised and the (in my 
opinion both foolish and dangerous) 
derision be made to send certain 
offenders to prison for ever. 

The present situation with regard to 
Ms Bell and other released prisoners 
represents a breakdown in the rule of 
law. which must not continue. 

Yours sincerely. 

J. C. KELLY. 

7 Rushout Avenue, 

Kenton, Middlesex HA3 OAS. 
jacorkel @aol. com 
April 30. 


Status of South Downs 

From Mr Roger Bush 

Sir, Sir Chris Bonington and others 
(letter, April 22), writing in advance of 
last week’s derision ty the Country¬ 
side Commission to reject National 
Park status for the South Downs (re¬ 
port. April 24). show a fine disregard 
for the history of our National Park 
system. 

The fact that the South Downs, one 
of 12 areas recommended by the Hob- 
house Committee in 1947 to become 
National Parks, did not do so was be¬ 
cause it did not contain sufficient 
“open country" to put it on the same 
level as the ten parks that were so de¬ 
signated. Wartime ploughing had 
seen to that. 

What has changed since? If any¬ 
thing there has been still moreconver- 
sion to arable, and the old Downs 
landscape has receded everywhere. 
To designate the area today would in¬ 
volve rewriting the definition of a Na¬ 
tional park, as well as marginalising 
areas of outstanding natural beauty. 

To argue that it is only by designat¬ 
ing the area a National Park that 
funding can be secured and develop¬ 
ment kept in check is to underwrite 
the failures of the local authorities and 


From the Bishop of Rochester 

Sir. Ruth Gledhill, in her report today. 
“Break bread with us. Carey tells 
Catholics”, does not mention the 
Church of England's understanding 
that it is both catholic and reformed. 
At the time of the Reformation, and 
afterwards, great care was taken to 
maintain the continuity of the Church, 
as well as to open it to new insights 
and developments. 

This is. perhaps, why the Anglican 
and Roman Catholic Churches have 
reached agreement on the doctrine of 
the Eucharist Both the last Lambeth 
Conference and the Vatican acknowl¬ 
edge the extent and significance of the 
agreement reached. 

At the same time. Anglicans prac¬ 
tise eucharistic hospitality, welcoming 
people of other churches to their cele¬ 
bration of the Lord’s Supper and to 
the Lord’s table. In this way, they try 
to hold together a catholic doctrine of 
the Eucharist with the Reformation 
principle of an open table. 

Yours faithfully. 
tMICHAEL ROFFEN:. 

Bishopscourt. 

Rochester, Kent ME1 ITS. 

April 27. 

From Mr Brian Morgan 

Sir. It is surely somewhat naive of any 
Anglican churchman to envisage a 
widespread sharing of the Commu¬ 
nion service with the Church of Rome. 

To the former, the bread and wine 
of Communion remain bread and 
wine after the prescribed wording of 
the Prayer Book has been read out. 
How can there be a sharing of that 
bread and wine with folk who claim 
that it has somehow become the literal 
body and the literal blood of Jesus? 
The established Church of England 


From Mr Stephen Levinson 

Sir. As solicitor to Dr and Mrs Neary 
f write in response to the letter from 
Canon Harvey and others, published 
on April 28. 

It is regrettable that those who, on 
their own admission, participated in 
the decision to dismiss, should seek to 
justify their actions in the press. It is 
well known that Dr and Mrs Neary 
have appealed against their dismiss¬ 
als. That process will now take its 
course and it will be for the Visitor to 
determine whether it is true that, as 
the Canons suggested yesterday, the 
dismissals were “unavoidable". 

Dr and Mrs Neary will not conduct 
their appeals in the press. No one 
should assume, however, that this be¬ 
tokens anything other than respect for 
those who have to decide the issues. 

Yours faithfully, 

STEPHEN LEVINSON. 

Paisner & Co (solicitors). 

Bouverie House, 

154 Fleet Street, EC4A2DQ. 

April 29. 

From the Chairman of the 
Campaign for the Defence of the 
Traditional Cathedral Choir 

Sir. Behind the dispute between Dr 
Neary and the Abbey authorities lie 
deeper concerns for the future of cath¬ 
edral music. As Richard Morrison 


Marathon winners 

From Mr Jim Moves 
and Mr lain Smith 

Sir. Having completed the London 
marathon last weekend we hailed a 
taxi back to our hotel. Chatting to the 
cabbie we told him that we had run to 
raise funds for Whizz Kidz, the charity 
that provides mobility for non-mobile 
children. 

Arriving at our destination he 
refused to take our fare and told us to 
put the money into our fund — as the 
notice in his cab states: “the best taxis 
in the world!” Thanks, London. 

Yours etc. 

JIM MOYES 
IAIN SMITH. 

4 Dupplin Road, 

Perth PH2 7EN. 

April 29. 


the Sussex Downs Conservation 
Board to encourage a return to tradi¬ 
tional farming, control development 
and seek out new ways of funding re¬ 
creational management. 

If, whenever there is threat to an 
area of countryside, we have calls for 
new National Park designations from 
an irrational but noisy minority, it is 
only a matter of time before our exist¬ 
ing National Parks will have lost their 
distinction. Those who should know 
better will be found supporting Na¬ 
tional Park status for North Hertford¬ 
shire in order to protect the landscape 
against urban development and for 
Stratford-upon-Avon to protect the 
town from tourism. 

Yours faithfully. 

ROGER BUSH 

(Author. National Parks of England 
and Wales, Dent, 1973), 

54 Farley Road, 

South Croydon. Surrey CR2 7ND. 
April 26. 
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should cling tightly to its symbolic 
Eucharist; that is almost all it has left 
of ist-cemuiy Christianity. 

Yours sincerely, 

BRIAN MORGAN, 

Manna, Rectory Lane, 

Great Rissingtcm, Cheltenham. 
Gloucestershire GL54 2LH. 
brian@whatisit.demon.co. uk 

From the Reverend J. W. Hunwicke 

Sir. It is in character that Dr Carey 
should call, apparently in the name of 
the Lord, on the Roman Catholic 
Church to submit, as far as Eucharis¬ 
tic sharing is concerned, to the prac¬ 
tice of the Church of England. 

I would be interested to know whe¬ 
ther he has made the same imperious 
request of the Orthodox Churches... 
and if not, why not 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN HUNWICKE 
(Head of Theology). 

Lancing College, Sussex BN15 0RW. 
April 27. 

From MrD. T. Johnson 

Sir, As a practising Anglican. 1 sym¬ 
pathise with Archbishop Carey's frus¬ 
tration at the refusal of ihe Roman 
Catholic Church to open Communion 
to members of other Christian Chur¬ 
ches. But not even the passage of over 
400years can alter historical fact. You 
cannot resign from your club and ex¬ 
pea to continue to benefit from its 
services. 

Yours faithfully, 

DAVID JOHNSON 
(Senior Lecturer in History), 
University of Leicester, 

Leicester LEI 7RH. 
dtj@leicester.ac.uk 
April 27. 


says (“An eternal turf war in the clois¬ 
ters”. April 24): “A centuries-old tradi¬ 
tion of sublime excellence could crum¬ 
ble in the twinkling of an eye." 

Traditional cathedral choirs are 
under attack from all sides — often 
from those who mean well. Liturgies 
are tampered with in the name of“ac¬ 
cessibility”. and equal opportunities 
are demanded, no matter what the 
consequences. Elitism is denounced, 
as though offering the best possible 
were an insult to the Almighty. 

Dr Bernarr Rainbow, the historian 
of the choral revival in the last cen¬ 
tury, showed that there were once 
thousands of traditional parish 
church choirs. Today, our own re¬ 
search suggests, there are probably 
fewer than 200. What has happened 
in the parishes is a grim portent of 
what might easily happen to our cath¬ 
edral choirs. 

We have a unique and universally 
admired tradition of cathedral music 
in this country. If we take it for grant¬ 
ed, or allow it to fall under the spell of 
political correct:tude, it won’t be with 
us much longer. 

Yours faithfully, 

PETER GILES, 

Chairman, 

Campaign for the Defence of the 
Traditional Cathedral Choir. 

17 Wigmore Street, W1H 9LA. 

April 27. 


From Professor Paul Badham 

Sir. Your publication this week of the 
times of all the runners in the London 
Marathon highlights the immense 
improvements in physical fitness 
which have taken place this century. 
The winner of the Marathon in the 
Olympic Gaines of 1904 would have 
come 4.666th in the London Mara¬ 
thon. 

Less dramatically, even Emil Zato- 
pek, whose Marathon performance 
was the highlight of the 1952 Olym¬ 
pics, would only have been fortieth 
last Sunday. 

Yours. 

PAUL BADHAM, 

University of Wales. 

Lampeter, 

Ceredigion SA48 7ED. 
badham@lamp.ac.uk 
April 30. 


From Dr Desmond Turner. MPfor 
Brighton Kemptown [Labour) and 
Mr David Upper. MPfor Brighton 
Pavilion [Labour and Cooperative ) 

Sir, Disappointing, but not entirely 
unpredictable that an unelected quan¬ 
go, the Countryside Commission, 
should ignore public opinion and fail 
to recommend that the South Downs 
become a National Park. 

Brighton and Hove Council, unlike 
other local councils, went to a great 
deal of trouble and expense to consult 
its residents on the future of the 
Downs. Our constituents emphatical¬ 
ly expressed their support for Nation¬ 
al Park status, yet the Countryside 
Commission chose instead to listen to 
councils which had not consulted in 
any meaningful way. 

The South Downs need protection 
from development pressures and in¬ 
tensive farming. Only National Park 
status can do that We are urging 
Michael Meacher to overturn the 
commission's advice in deference to 
the opinions of the people who cherish 
and enjoy our countryside. 

Yours sincerely, 

DES TURNER. 

DAVID LEPPER. 

House of Commons. 

April 26. 


Homework but no 
play questioned 

From MrD. L B. Hanley 

Sir. Mr David Blunkett [report. April 
22: letter, April 27} said that he did not 
want to spread misery among the na¬ 
tion's children with his homework 
guidelines. But he probably has. 

Already most of them regard home¬ 
work as a kind of punishment For 
consider they leave home soon after 
eight o'clock and, after a day sum¬ 
moned by bells, return sometime be¬ 
fore five. Then, after tea, trying to ig¬ 
nore the distractions of family life in a 
small house of the kind most of us live 
in. they must turn to sehoolwork 
again (for up to 2*2 hours if you are 14. 
suggests Mr Blunkett). 

Adults who want to get the feel of it 
should imagine having to write three 
long and rather complicated leners 
every evening on the living-room table 
before going to bed early. 

Much homework is done with the 
television on, even on the bus, to avoid 
punishment. What are the education¬ 
al implications of that? Homework 
can make the pursuit of individual in¬ 
terests. even reading and music, diffi¬ 
cult or impossible. 

Let us accept that you think the 
school day is not long enough. Why 
five as in a state of emergency when 
you have time to plan? I have a 
suggestion. Even the “homework 
elute” are not necessary. Many 
schools have three periods in the 
afternoon. Cut down to two. then after 
a break, “forms to form-rooms” for an 
hour of private study (homework). 

The school day would be a bit long¬ 
er but the evenings would be glorious¬ 
ly free. The pupil could still read, re¬ 
vise, inquire at home, with his teach¬ 
er's guidance if he wanted. 

Yours truly, 

DESMOND HARTLEY. 

Ghyll Bank. 

Brook Road. 

Windermere. Cumbria LA23 2BU. 
April 27. 

From Mrs Christiane Hildrew 

Sir, Twenty minutes' homework for 
four-year-olds! When are children go¬ 
ing to be allowed to be children? At 
this age play and soda) interaction are 
surely the most important forms of 
education. 

1 am myself a teacher and lived on 
the Continent, where both my child¬ 
ren attended school. It was interesting 
to observe that parents could choose 
whether their child was ready for 
school — either at the earliest age of 
sue. or at seven if the parents felt that 
the child would benefit from another 
year at home. 

By the age of ten all children were 
able to read, write and do arithmetic 
to the required academic standard. 

Yours faithfully, 

CHRISTIANE HILDREW, 

14c Nelson Road. 

Southsea, Hampshire P05 2AS. 

April 27. 

From Mr S. B. Tress 

Sir, Might not the conditions for child¬ 
ren to do their homework be improv¬ 
ed were the Government to introduce 
a complete TV blackout from about 
6.30 until 8 o’clock, each weekday 
evening? 

Yours sincerely, 

S. B. TRESS. 

10 Castle Street. 

Haverfordwest, 

Pembrokeshire SA612EE. 

April 27. 


Waste of time 

From Mr Tim Burden 

Sir. Mr J. W. Geddes of Dundonald 
(letter, April 29) is puzzled by his local 
authority’s questionnaire on his use of 
a wheelie-bin. 

My family of four recycles plastic 
and glass bottles, cans, cardboard 
boxes, jam jars, foil milk-caps, egg 
cartons, stamps and, of course. The 
Times. 

We manage this simply by taking 
five minutes once a week on the way to 
work to the recycling centre. Any food 
waste is given to our chickens or 
rabbits, or is put on to the compost 
heap. Our stale bread goes to the 
ducks on the pond at the end of the 
village. As a result, we have veiy little 
waste and do not need a wheelie bin. 

Are there no recycling banks in 
Ayrshire? 

Yours sincerely, 

TIM BURDEN. 

6 Milbome Wood, 

Dewlish, Dorchester DT2 7NQ. 

May 1. 


Paper dips 

From Mrs Nicholas Bankes 

Sir. And now, what does one call a 
person whose letter generates lots 
more letters to The Times? 

Yours faithfully, 

SHERI BANKES, 

T£ UchaT Uan. 

Cilcain, 

Mold, Flintshire CH7 SPA 
April 30. 

From Mr Peter Sergeant 

Sir, Please cut out this correspondence 
(letters, April 17,21,25,29). 

Sincerely. 

PETER SERGEANT. 

14 Old Way. 

Hathem, Loughborough. 
Leicestershire LE12 5HN. 

May I. 


Neary dispute and cathedral music 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


ST JAMES'S PALACE 
May 1: The Prince of Wales. 
Cotond-in-Chief, The Parachute 
Regiment, this morning received 
Lieutenant Cotond Julian James 
upon relinquishing his appoint¬ 
ment as Commanding Officer of 
the 1st Battalion and Lieutenant 
Colonel Raul Gibson upon assum¬ 
ing the appointment. 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
April 3ft The Princess Royal 
Cokmd-m-Chief, Royal logistirs 
Corps, this morning visited the 21 
Logistic Support Regiment and 
opened their Barracks. Kmnegar, 
Belfast 

Her Rpyal Highness this after¬ 
noon visited ToweU House 


Birthdays 


Memorial service 


TODAY: Dr Robert Anderson, 
director, British Museum. 54; Air 
Chief Marshal Sir John 
Barradough. 8ft. Pro fe ssor NIL 
Buxton. Vice-Chancellor. Univer¬ 
sity of Hertfordshire, 58; the Right 
Rev Bruce Cameron. Bishop of 
Aberdeen and Orkney, 57: Mr 
Andrew Cbben. former chairman, 
Betterware, 45: Sir Hugh Cortazzi. 
former diplomat, 73; Dr LP. Ev¬ 
ans, Head Master. Bedford 
School 5ft Mr AJastair (forties, 
writer. 80: Mr Ifoter Foster, Emer¬ 
itus Surveyor of the Fabric, West¬ 
minster Abbey, 79: Mr Jon Fbulds. 
chairman. Halifax Building Soci¬ 
ety, 66; Sir Campbell Eraser, 
former chairman. Scottish Tele¬ 
vision. 7& Sir James Hamilton, 
aviation expert. 75: Dr Patrick 
HBiery, former President of the 
Republic of Ireland. 75: Professor 
Sir Robert Hanqraimbe; FRS. 
metallurgist. 77; Mr Clive Jenkins, 
trade unionist, 72: Professor Mich¬ 
ael Kaser, former director. In¬ 
stitute of Russian. Soviet and East 
European Studies. Oxford. 72: Mr 
Brian Lara, cricketer. 29; Dr 
Malcolm Upkin. compos er. 66: 
Miss Elaine McDonald, ballerina. 
55; Dr Chris Masters, former chief 
executive. Christian Saivesen. 51; 
Mr John Neville; actor, 73; Air 
Marshal Sir Ian Fodder, 72: Lord 
Silsoe. QC. 68: Dame Nancy 
Snagge. former director, WRAF. 
92: Mr David Sudiet actor, S2; Mr 
Alan Titchmarah. horticulturist 
and broadcaster. 49: Mr Jimmy 
White, snooker player, 36; Lord 
Woolf. 65. 


TOMORROW: Mr James Brown, 
soul singer. 65c Miss Pat Chap¬ 
man. former Editor, News of the 
World. 5ft Mrs Kathy Cook, 
athlete, 38; Mr Henry Cooper, 
boxer. 64; Sir Graham Day. for¬ 
mer chairman. British Aerospace, 
65: Mr Ben Elton, author and 
comedian. 39; Sir Russell 
Fairgrieve, former MP. 74; Sir 
William Clock, musk: lecturer and 
critic. 90: Lieutenant-General Sir 
Michael Gray. 66: Sir William 
Gray, former Lend Provost of 
Glasgow. 7ft Dr Sir David Harri¬ 
son. Master of Sdwyn College, 
Cambridge, 68: Mr MA Jones, 
former chief executive. Association 
of British Insurers, 54; Professor 
Ruth Lister, former director. Child 
Poverty Action Group. 49; Colonel 
Sir Michael McCorkriL Lord- 
Lieutenant of County London¬ 
derry. 73c Miss Sheila McKedmie. 
chief executive. Consumers’ 
Association. 5ft Sir Christopher 
MacRae, former diplomat 61: Mr 
Randle Manwaring. poet, 86; Vis¬ 
count St Vincent 93; Baroness 
Seccombe, 68: Dr Norben Singer, 
former Vice-Chancellor. Green¬ 
wich University. 67; Mr Nonman 
ThdweH illustrator and cartoon¬ 
ist. 75: Miss Sandi Toksvig, com¬ 
edian and writer, 40: Mr Allan 
Wells, athlete. 46; Sir William 
Wells, regional chairman. South 
Thames NHS Executive. 58. 


I His Honour Peter Rudks 
A memorial service for His 
Honour Peter Faulks was held on 
Thursday at the Temple Church. 
London EC4. Canon Joseph 
Robinson. Master of the Ttemple. 
officiated His Honour Judge 
Esmond Faulks, nephew, read the 
lesson and Mr Edward Faulks. 
QC- son. also gave a reading. Mr 
Sebastian Faulks, son. gave an 
address. Among others presen t 
were: 

Mrs Faulks (widow). Mrs Gerald 
Lee (sister). Mrs Sebastian Faulks 
and Mis Edward FhuJks (daugh- 
teis-in-taw). Holly. William mid 
Leo Faulks (grandchildren), Mrs 
Esmond Faulks. Miss Nicola 
Faulks, Mr Sam Faulks. Mr Nigel 
Faulks. Mr Ambrose Fhulks. Mis 
Caroline Faulks. 

Mr Justice Kirkwood. His Hon¬ 
our George Worthington. His 
Honour Christopho - Oddie, Judge 
Richard Cole. His Honour Ian and 
Mrs McLean, Judge Durrani His 
Honour Kerry Quarren Evans. 
Mr Edward Gamier. QC, MP, Mr 
Crawford Lindsay. QC, Mr Nicho¬ 
las Browne; QC Mr Adrian Red¬ 
grave. QC Mr Nigel WQkuison. 
QC Mr Jonathan Harvic, QC Mr 
Timothy Sakanan. QC Mr Roger 
Davies. 

Major-General Donald Ides. 
Brigadier Dick MundeU. Mr Red 
Husldsson, Mr Michael Good- 
man-Smith, Mr Alistair Paterson. 
Mr and Mrs Trevor Liddell. Mis 
G illian Jones-Parry. Mr Charles 
Nevin. Mr and Mrs Richard Carr. 
Mr Hany Boggis-RoUe. 

Mr D H Barton ( re prese nrin g 
West Berkshire Bench). Judge Lait 
(represent in g the Judges of Read¬ 
ing Crown Court), His Honour 
John A Baker (representing Kings¬ 
ton Crown Court). representatives 
of No 1 Serjeants Inn and 
No 4 King's Bench Walk, and 
many other members of the 
family, friends and former 
colleag ues 


Service dinner 


7th Parachute Regiment RHA 
The annual reunion dinner of the 
7th Parachute Regiment Royal 
Horse ArtiHezy and Airborne 
Gunners was held last night 
at Larkhill. Major-General 
CG. Comock. Honorary Regi¬ 
mental CokxieL was the principal 
guest 


The Middlesex 
Regiment (DCO) 


The Middlesex Regiment (DCO) 
mil hold its Annual Remembrance 
Service in the Regimental Chapel 
St Paul's Cathedral at 3pm on 
Saturday, May 9. to remember all 
Die Hards who have made the 
supreme sa crifice 


Latest wills 


Gladys Maud Plant of Rusting- 
ton, West Sussex, left estate valued 
at El.741,447 net. 

Josephine Rickard, of Clifton, 
Bristol. left estate valued at 
£281,955 neL 

Ronald Stuart Rowlands, erf East 
Saltdean. East Sussex, left estate 
valued at E1.Q12J62 net. 

Michael John Sanigar, of Slade 
Hooron. Laughton-en-Ie- 
Monhern, Sheffield, left estate 
valued at El.22X681 neL 
Edwin GtedhilL of Holmfirth. 


Huddersfield. left estate valued at 
£7.681384 net 

Thomas Stockdale. of FVostrow. 
Cumbria, left estate valued at 
EL3&202 net. 

Peter Dickinson, of Fourstones. 
Northumberland, left estate val¬ 
ued at £1668.768. 

Mary Hoasley. of Retford. Not¬ 
tinghamshire, left estate valued at 
E3.777.954. 

Jeffery Milton Paterson, of Poole, 
left estate valued at El .03(1313 neL 
He left £50,000 to St Joseph's Hos¬ 
pice, London E8, and to the Motor 
Neurone Disease Association. 
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PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 
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Residential Horae, Kings Road. 
Belfast, and was received by her 
Majesty's Lard lieutenant of the 
County Borough of Belfast (Colo¬ 
nel Elliott Wilson). 

The Princess Royal later visted 
the Blind Centre, Coleraine and 
was received by Her Majesty* 
Lord Lieutenant of County 
Londonderry {Coland Sir Michael 
McCorkefl, KCVOL 
KENSINGTON PALACE 
May I: The Duke of Gloucester. 
Patron. Peterborough Cathedral 
Trust this evening attended a 
Great Monastic Feast in the Cathe¬ 
dral and was received by Her 
Majesty's Lord lieutenant of 
Cambridgeshire (Mr James 
Crowden). 



Weekend I Forthcoming 


anniversaries 


Today 

BIRTHS: W illiam r~amA-n anti¬ 
quary and historian. London. L5S1; 
Alessandro Scarlatti, composer. 
Palermo, 166ft Catherine 1L the 
Great Empress of Russia 1762-96, 
S craecm . Poland, 1729; Robert 
Hafl. Baptist minister, Amsby, 
Leicestershire, 1764; Jerome K. 
Jerome, novelist and dramatist 
Walsall 1859: Manfred von 
Richthofen (the Red Baron). Ger¬ 
man air Oghto-. Scbweidniiz, 1892; 
Henry HaD. band-leader. London. 
1898; Bing Crosby, singer, Wash¬ 
ington. 1904; Faisal 0. King of Iraq 
1939-58, Baghdad. 1935. 

DEATHS: Leonardo da Vinci, 
painter, sculptor, architect and 
engineer. Oas-Luce, France. 1519; 
Hester Piozzi. writer, friend of Dr 
Johnson. Bath. 1821 William Beck- 
ford, writer and eccentric, Bath. 
1844; Alfred de Musset poet. Paris, 
1857; Giacomo Meyerbeer, com¬ 
poser. Paris, 1864; lidy Astor. the 
first woman to take her seat as an 
MP. Grimsthorpe Castle, Lincoln¬ 
shire. 1964: J. Edgar Hoover. 
Director of the FBI 1924-72. Wash¬ 
ington. 1972. 

The British Navy mutinied at the 
Note. 1797. 

Berlin surrendered to Russian 
troops. 1945. 

The first jet aircraft passenger 
service began between London and 
Johannesburg on a BQAC de 
HaviDand Garnet. 1952. 


marriages 


Mr S. Barnes-Morphy 

and Miss SJ. Mosley . 

The engagement is announced 

Mrs MA Bames-Murp^. J 

Dordogne. Ftnnc^ and Sarah. 

daughter of Mr and Mrs W.T. 
Mosley, of Harrow. Middlesex. 

Mr CE. Brown 

and Miss R.E. Hffl _ 

The engagement is announced^ne- 
tween Christopher.»■ 

Mrs Midiad Brown, of HeadlML 

Co Durham, and Retoxa. daugh¬ 
ter of Mr and Mrs Rodney Hill, of 
WestMersea. Essex. 


MrJ.CS. Hawthorne •' 

and Miss EJ. Odow 

The engagement is announced 
between Joseph, seal of the Rev 
and Mrs John Hawthorne, of 
Tetbury. Gloucestershire, and 
Emma, daughter of the late Ron¬ 
ald callow and of Mrs Elizabeth 
Cheffins. of Werrington. 
Cambridgeshire. 


Jonathan Cumming, of Dunfermline, Fife, and Aranzam Penn Rada, of Madrid, 
who have recently announced their engagement, seen in their flat in London 


Meissen collection of refugee 
from Nazis may fetch £500,000 


By John Shaw 


A MEISSEN porcelain codecs 
tiod that belonged to a man 
who arrived in Britain with 
only £50 in his pocket may be 
sold for more than E50GQ00. 

Herbert Wolfe; a refugee 
from Nazi Germany, became 
a successful businessman in 
Newton Aydiffe, Co Durham, 
and helped to create the Dar¬ 
lington Railway Museum. 

Mr Wolfe, who died in 1979. 
was bom Helmut Wolfe in 
Berlin in 1913. He was 19 
when Hitler came to power 
and after reading Mein 
Aamgfrealised that there was 
Bale future for a Jew in 
Germany. He fled ft) England 
with only £50 in Deutsch¬ 
marks and obtained a job 
paying 10s (50p) a week. But 
within four years he became 
office manager and was able 
to bring his toother, father 
and fianrre Ruth, out of 
Germany. 

When war broke out Mr 
Wolfe was interned as an 
enemy alien but later served 
in die Pioneer Corps. He 
anglicised Us name to Her¬ 


bert and after the war set up 
Chemical Compounds, a com¬ 
pany which moved to Newton 
Aydiffe and eventually em¬ 
ployed about 100 people. 

After the business heram«» 
successful and was sold he 
devoted Hinurif m die Mas- 
sen collection, specialising in 
early production from the 
Dresden factory. The most 
expensive piece in his collec¬ 
tion is a white Bottger vase 
with its original cover from 
1715, now estimated at £60400 
to £80,000. 

The collection will be sold 
by Bonham’s at Kxrights- 
bridge. London, on June 17. 
The sale has been timed to 
coincide with the porcelain 
and antiques fairs being 
staged that month in London. 

Other pieces include diinot- 
serie wares painted by 
Johann Horoldt and his fol¬ 
lowers and items decorated 
with European landscapes 
from the 1720s. But one item 
will not be in die sale, a piece 
of porcelain decorated with a 
railway scene. It was present¬ 
ed by Mr Wolfe to the 
museum, opened by the Duke 


of Edinburgh in 1975. 

Steven Dyke, curator since 
1980. said: “It is part of a small 
memorial to Mr Wolfe. It was 
a massive task at that time to 
establish a museum like tins 
and the community owes him 
a lot He was one of those who 
saw the potential of the muse¬ 
um. He was a real man of 


BIRTHS: Nfecok) Maduaveffi. 
diplomat and writer, Florence. 
1469; Eramanud-Joseph Sieyes. 
statesman, Frtjus, 1748; Richard 
Dpyly Carte impresario, founder 
of the Savoy Theatre, London, ami 
the Royal Opera House (now the 
Palace Theatre). London. 1844; 
Bernhard, Prince von Bukw. Ger¬ 
man Imperial ChaiKsflar WOO-09, 
Klein-Floabeck. 1849; Francois 
Coty. perfume manufacturer. Ajac¬ 
cio. Corsica. 1874; Golda Meir. 
Pr im e Minister of Israel 1969-74, 
Kiev. 1898; Sugar Ray Robinson, 
boxer. Detroit. 1921. 

DEATHS: Thomas Hood. poet. 
London. 1845; Barry Sullivan, ac¬ 
tor. Brighton. 1891. 

Columbus discovered Jamaica. 
1494. 

The Star and Evening Advertiser. 
die first daily evening newspaper, 
was published. London, 1788. 

King George VI and Queen Eliza¬ 
beth opened the Festival of Britain 
on London's South Bank. 1951. 


MrA_p. Bachman 
and Miss LM- Dvbock 
The engagement is swiou«a» be¬ 
tween Andrew, son of Mr and Mrs 
Christopher Buckman, of 
Amersham, Buckinghamshire, 
and Lindsay, daughter of Mrand 
Mis Graham Dubock, of Stonely. 
Cambridgeshire. 

Mr J.W. Galloway 

and Miss S.C Mams 
The engagement is announced 
between Joseph William, son of 
Mr and Mrs Airirie Galloway, of 
Putney, and Suannah Ceilidh, 
daughter of Mr Rrillip Manns, of 
Bordeaux, France, and Mrs An- 
gefa Woods, of Trura Cbrnwali 
Mr DJ. GreemreD 
and Mbs R.L. Vangon 
The engagement is amuxmeed 
between Douglas, son of Mr and 
Mrs Peter Greenwefl, of Easton on 
the H3L Northa mp tons hire , and 
Rebecca, daughter of Mrs Jan 
Vaugon and the late Mr Peter 
Vaugan. of Harston. Cambridge. 
Mr F. GaMetri 
and Miss VJM. Grantham 
The engagement is announced 
between Fabto. son of Mr and Mrs 
William Guidetti. of Bologna, 
Italy, and Victoria, youngest 
dau ghter of Michael and Pam 
Grantham, of Limpsfiekl Chart, 
Surrey. The marriage wifi take 
(dace in Tuscany in May. next 
year. 

Mr J.D. 

and Miss HM. Freeman 
The engagement is announced 

between John, elder son of Mrand 

Mrs J.K Laundon. of Northamp¬ 
ton. and Helen, younger daughter 
of Mr and Mrs AG Freeman, of 
Hindbead. Surrey. 


lieutenant M. Moore. 

Royal Navy. 

and Mbs ACL. Dowson 
The engagement is announced 
between Martin, sot of Mrs 
Moore and the late Mr Graeme 
Moore, of Crowhurst, East Sussex, 
and Alexandra, d au g h ter of Mr 
Patrick Dawson and the late Mrs 
Dowson. of Ceres Estates. 
Subulda. Kenya. 


Mr GA Wickham 
and Miss S.T. Shalhoub 
The engagement is announced 
between Edward, third son (sfifhe 

Rev Dr L.R. and die Hon TOrs 
Helen Wickham, of West 
W aitin g, Cambridgeshire, and 
Samantha, third daughter of Mrs 
Patri cia Shalhoub and the late 
Joseph Shalhoub. of Baines. 
London. 


Marriage 


Mr AR.B. Shepard 
aad Miss GAB. Shriek _ 

The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday. April 25.1998, in St James’s, 
Madison Avenue, of Mr Alexander 
Shepard, son of Mr and Mrs Giles 
Shepard, of Nether Wallop, 
Hampshire, to Miss Catherine 
Sitrick. daughter of Mr and Mrs 
James Baker Shriek, of New York 
city. The Rev Michael Clark 
officiated. 

The bride, who was given in 
marriage by her father, warval- 
tended by Miss Vanessa B racier. 
Miss Entily ETocken. Miss Vanessa 
FI eve. Miss Kathleen Intravia. 
Miss Heather Johnson. Miss Nat¬ 
alie L eeds and Miss Eugenie 
Niven. Mr Hugo Carey was best 
man. 

A reception was held at the 
Racquet and Tennis Club, Park 
Avenue and the honeymoon wilJ be 
spent in Europe. 


Church news 


Luncheon 


vision.” 

□ Fred Archer's shotgun, giv¬ 
en to die legendary jockey as a 
wedding present in 1884, is to 
go on sale today for between 
£6400 and £8.000 at VosTs of 
Newmarket 

The gun was ordered by his 
great friend, the trainer Cap¬ 
tain James MacbeU, and its 
stock is inscribed to the jock¬ 
ey. The gun was made by 
Ptntfey and after the rider 
died it went back to the firm in 
London. Tom Purdey later 
gave it to Sir Gordon Rich¬ 
ards in 1933 after he made 
racing history by riding 259 
winners in a season, surpass¬ 
ing Archer's record of 246. 

Archer shot himself aged 29 
after being dogged by illness 
and the death of his wife 
Nellie in childbirth. 


Inter natio nal Womens Forma 
Ms Harriet Harman. Secretary of 
State for Social Security and Min¬ 
ister for Women, was the guest 
speaker at a luncheon at the Park 
Lane Hotel yesterday for the 
Global Spring conference of die In¬ 
ternational Women's Forum. Ms 
Jan Sbawe welcomed the guests. 


TilH Edelman 


A memorial mowing and celebra¬ 
tion for the life of Tflli Eddman 
will take place an Wednesday, 
May 20. at 7pm in the Small HaU. 
Kensington Tbwn Hall. Hamton 
Street. London. W8. Ail welcome. 


Appointments 

Hie Rev Michael Bever, Priest-in- 
Charge, Odiham (Winchester), to 
be also Chaplain. Mothers’ Union 
(same dicoese). 

The Rev Piers Bkkeisteth. Admin¬ 
istrator. Proclamation Trust to be 
ftiest-in-Charoe. Arborfidd with 
Baikham (Oxford). 

The Rev ftter Bradley. Team 
Vicar. Abingdon, with special 
responribfiity for St Michael (Ox¬ 
ford). to be Team Vfcar. High 
Wycombe, with special respon¬ 
sibility for All Saints (same 
diocese). 


Kirkmichael. Straloch and 
Gienshee with Rattray. 

The Rev Robert Anderson, to 
Blackburn. 


Premium Bond 


The H million prize in the Pre¬ 
mium Bond draw for May was 
won with bond number 90EP 
929215. The winner lives in Kent 
and has a bond holding of EI3JKXL 


Church of Scotland 

Or din ation 

The Rev Kenneth Baird, to Stepps. 
The Rev John Stevenson, to St 
Andrews. Cambustang. 

Induction 

The Rev David Hamilton, to Braes 
of Rarmodi with Foss and 
RannodL 

The Rev Hugh Omuston. to 


Translation 

The Rev James Lawson, from 
Prestonkirk with Stenton with 
WhiOhanghame. to South Ulst 
The Rev Moira Hakes, Associate 
at Dunblane Cathedral, tn, St 
Andrews, Erskine. Dunfennjf )t 
The Rev Alexander Strachan. from 
Inveresk. Musselburgh, to St An¬ 
drews. Guernsey. 

The Rev Alison Ross, from 
Shettleston Old. Glasgow, to 
Kflchom an with Ponnahaven. 

The Rev Douglas Irving, from 
Auld Kirk. Kilbirnie. to 
Kirkcudbright. 

The Rev taer MacDonald, from 
Tbrtnm. Kirkcaldy, to St George's 
West Edinburgh. 

Ordination and fatrodnetion 
The Rev John Urquhan. as Asso¬ 
ciate at Onystan. 

Retirement 

The Rev P Hamilton Cashman. 
from Dirieton with Abbey. North 
Berwick 


BILLIE JEAN KING ADMITS 
TO PAST LESBIAN AFFAIR 


ON THIS DAY 


Los Angeles. May 1. - Billie Jean King, the 
tennis player, admitted at a press conference 
that she had a lesbian affair with a woman who 
is now suing her for lifetime support 
“I did have an affair with Marilyn Barnett It's 
been over for some time." 

Mrs King, whose husband Larry joined her at 
the conference together with her parents, said 
she derided to make die announcement because; 
“I’ve always been honest... ive decided to talk 
with you as I’Ve always talked—from my heart 
I’m very disappointed and shocked that Marilyn 
has done this, not only to herself — a very self- 
destructive thing—but to other people who care 
for her." 

She said of her affair with Miss Barnett “l 
made a mistake. I will assume that responsi¬ 
bility. I discussed it with Larry. In some ways, I 
think we’re much closer today than we’ve ever 
been, and our marriage is stronger ~ 

Mrs King. 37, said she made her derision 
against the advice of many people, including her 
legal adviser, Mr Dennis Wasser, who sat be¬ 
side her and said he had advised Mrs King not 


May 2,1981 


The tennis champion's revelation vras greeted 
with sympathy in Britain, where she was a 
favourite of the crowds for many years 


to answer any questions of a personal nature. 

Miss BametL who is 33 and paraplegic, filed 
her suit under the California Supnone Court's 
Marvin case decision, which allowed payment 
of support in unmarried relationships. But there 
has never been a case which reached trial 
involving a homosexual or lesbian relationship. 

Mrs King denied emphatically that she had 
promised Miss Bameti lifetime support, a house 
or any other permanent financial arrangement 
She declined to comment on reports that Miss 
Barnett became a paraplegic in a suicide attempt 
late last year in which she allegedly threw 
herself off a building. Miss Barnett has said she 
suffered the injuries in a falL — AP. 



Billie Jean King, who won her firet tide at 15 and first Wimbledon in 1966 
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V*n Burgess, writer and BBC 
% : «5*° *£}«* died on April 

. 10 aged 83. He was bom on 

, FebruaryL 1915 . 

ladys Aylward was an 
_ English missionary 
^T' - l w ™ tod a hundred Chi- 
il * 1 ' ~ nes e children ona 27 - 

^ day tre3t to safety in the province of 

;Sia^ supported by little more than 
; her devotion to God The extraordi- 
%*.- naiy story of the parlourmaid who 
had.caught a train at Liverpool 
Street for Yangchen in 1932 to share 
.. • tfie Gospel with the Chinese capti¬ 
vated Alan Burgess, and his book 
' j r ^ TheSmnll Woman won an intema- 
tional public It was made into a 
^ popular film. The Inn 0 /the Sixth 
jV' Happiness . starring Ingrid 
- , Bergman. in 1958. 

;J* •. Alan Burgess was bom in Biim- 
.inghara and educated at King 
Edward’s SchooL His father want¬ 
ed him to be an engineer, so he 
went to technical college, but his 
heart was not in it He edited the 
.. . college magazine, joined a ladies’ 
writing circle and published his 
. . first stories as Doris Coburn for 
^! women's magazines. 

' He .then answered an advertise- 
mentin The Times asking for crew 
. members with £100 to spare for a 
rcundthe^world sailing voyage. 
He. and foe other amateursaiJors 
;set .off .in a four-masted barquen- 
•V-‘ V tine, the Pilar, from St Mala with 
! Adrian Seligman as skipper. Be- 
"7^tween~1936 and 1938 the Pilar did 
>/;i!JFindeed circumnavigate the world, 

. but Burgess hopped off in New 
V ..'Zealand, where he spent a year as 
•' ap Alpine guide on foe high ranges 
of'"-South Island. Returning to 
Britain; he served in the Merchant 
. Navy unto 1941, and then joined the 
;RAF until 1946. 

After the war he joined the dose- 
k nit team in the BBC features 
; department, writing and producing 
" programmes with and by Louis 
MacNeice, Douglas Cleverdon and 
Pyfan Thomas. He also worked for 
-foci’.Light Programme on series 
. such as It Happened to Me. 

In 1950, he wrote the Warwick- 
hf ■ shite volume for Robert Hale’s 
' series of county books, but his 


ALAN BURGESS 



■rue ( a ^° ve ) won intern ational a edaim for his tale of an English missionary in China, 

The Small woman. It was filmed as The Inn of the Sixth Hnnniruxx with Inoriti Rmman triohi 


literary breakthrough came with 
The Small Woman in 1957. 
Ayjward’s story was a gift to _ 
writer of Burgess's story-telling 
bent. Her independence, resource¬ 
fulness and compassion had car¬ 
ried her through a series of dangers 
and diseases unscathed. After trav¬ 
elling through a war zone, she 
learnt Chinese and adopted the 
country as her home in 1936. In the 
course of caring for wounded 
soldiers she began to take in 
unwanted children, and when the 
Japanese began bombing Yang¬ 
chen she was looking after 100 of 
them. After she had led the children 
to safety over the mountains she 
was found to be suffering from 
typhus, pneumonia, malnutrition 
and exhaustion. It was a story both 


touching and gripping, and Bur¬ 
gess made the most of it The film, 
too. was hugely successful at the 
box office. 

A similar subject for Burgess 
gave rise to The Lovely Sergeant 
(1963). It was the true story of Flora 
Sandes, a Suffolk parson's daugh¬ 
ter who went on the outbreak of 
war in 1914 to Serbia where she had 
intended to work as a nurse. But 
she joined the Serbian Army, 
instead and fought for the rest of 
the war in the infantry on the 
Bulgarian front En route she fell in 
love with a young Serbian officer, 
in whose platoon she was serving. 
Their love affair endured until he 
was mortally wounded in an attack 
on a Bulgarian machinegun pos¬ 
ition. The Lovely Sergeant was 


regularly among the top five 
bestselling non-fiction books in 
Britain in 1963, rubbing shoulders 
among the front-runners with titles 
like The Kamasutra ofVatsyayana, 
Raymond Postgate's The Good 
Food Guide and Bishop John 
Robinson’s Honest to God. 

In 1966 Burgess published Seven 
Men at Daybreak. This was an 
account of'the plot by Czech 
partisans, in 1942. to assassinate 
one of the most ruthless of Hitler's 
henchmen, the Reich Protector of 
Bohemia and Moravia Reinhard 
Heydrich, who had been put in 
charge of planning die “Final 
Solution" — Hitler'S plan to exter¬ 
minate European Jewry. This was 
also turned into a film — though 
neither book nor film had the 


success of The Small Woman or 
The Inn of the Sixth Happiness. 

In 1975 he returned to the small 
woman in adversity formula with 
Daylight Must Come, die story of 
Helen Roseveare. a missionary in 
the Congo. 

Feeling that he wrote especially 
well about women. Ingrid 
Bergman, who had become a friend 
on the set of The Inn of the Sixth 
Happiness, asked him to ghost her 


autobiography. This appeared as 
Ingrid: My Story in 1980. Burgess 
was later commissioned to write 
Ava Gardner's life, but during die 
two years' research she died, and 
he felt he was insufficiently credited 
for what was published. 

In the meantime Burgess had 
become a senior radio features 
producer at the BBC. working on 
documentary stories such as the 
Hanratty case, the trial of Patlie 


Hearst and the hanging of Ruth 
Ellis. He loved the BBC, and was 
especially active in its golf society, 
which he captained. He was a 
regular on the -society's lours, 
which included every champion¬ 
ship course in the country. He also 
put up a trophy, on which his name 
is twice engraved. 

In 1971 he and some other 
members began a more select dub. 
named, with his permission, after 
Lord Reith. Burgess acted as presi¬ 
dent of “the Reithians". which is 
limited to 25 members. He enjoyed 
playing at the RAC’s golf and 
country club at Epsom, where 
again he became captain, in 1978. 

After his retirement from the 
BBC. he continued to write, and the 
research for one book took him to 
America, where he met his second 
wife, whom he married in 19S2. 
They spent their summers in 
Britain and their winters in Texas 
and Florida, where he could still 
play golf (though he used to call 
British friends regularly to find out 
how Birmingham City were doing 
in the league). 

In 1990, Burgess published the 
PoW story The Longest Tunnel. 
This was an account of the escape 
in March 1944 of 76 Allied airmen 
from Stalag Luft III, the summary 
executions of 50 of them by the 
Gestapo on the direct order of 
Hitler, and the bringing or the 
guilty to justice by the Allies after 
the war. But the first part of the 
story, as far as the Gestapo 
murders, had already been told in 
Paul Brickhill's The Great Escape. 
as long ago as 1951. and filmed in 
1963 with a star-studded cast, 
which included Steve McQueen 
and Charles Bronson, so although 
a long extract from Burgess's book 
was run in The Sunday Times 
Magazine, his effort was, overall, 
put somewhat in the shade, al¬ 
though it had a good deal to add to 
the tale, about the tracking down of 
the surviving Gestapo killers by the 
indefatigable investigating officers 
of the RAF. 

Burgess’s first marriage ended in 
divorce. He is survived by his 
second wife Katie, and by a son and 
a daughter from his first marriage. 
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i' • Frank Lloyd, 

. 'international art dealer 
and founder of 
Marlborough Fine Ait 
i -‘— • died on April 7 aged 86 . 
He was born in Vienna 
; on July 13,1911. 

FRANK LLOYD was lauded 
-.by some and revikd by others 
' as the inventor of a new kind 
‘ of big-business international 
art dealing. Previous notable 
art-dealing families, such as 
foe Wildensteins. tended to 
split up as they spread, so that 
brothers might head their own 
. ' businesses in different capi- 
co-operating or not as the 
* ££fase might be. But Lloyd 
'• Sjw&ked a different way. 
having created for himself an 
& enormously successful gallery 
jp in Londfafc he set about dupli- 
eating the operation, with 
>'local variations, in several 
other titles, but all ultimately 
funder the sam e central control 
p{emt .those where there was a 
-■^iqpflpEUtner involved). 

Obviously a dealer operat¬ 
ing. fois way could become 
immensely powerful in foe 
marina,, m foe making or 
breaking of artistic reputa¬ 
tions and thus in the forma- 
>7 don of taste. Some people 
^ mistrusted this, and raistrust- 
Uoyd, because they felt it 
^ wrong, for so much power to 
' be nr foe hands of one man. 
f’Others felt that it was high 
iT'.time art dealing threw away 
V-its pretensions to gentility ana 
» 2 - .- admitted that the grandest 
' dealer's gallery was ultimately 
” .jjust a shop. Frank Lloyd did 
? T just-ihat, and made no bones 
? - u' about being involved in busi- 


•p 


ness for the sake of business, 
rather than in art for art’s 
sake. 

Selling art especially con¬ 
temporary ait, and doing it 
with extraordinary acumen, 
was foe foundation of Lloyd’s 
success, and also, later on. of 
his fall from grace after a 
series of notorious trials con¬ 
nected with the gallery's han¬ 
dling of the Mark Rothko 
estate. The basis of the legal 
action, as it began in 1971, was 
a dacm cm behalf of Rothko’s 
under-age daughter and son 
that Marlborough Fine Art 
had colluded with the execu¬ 
tors to obtain control of the 
estate (nearly 800 paintings) at 
a ridiculously low figure, and 
then manipulated the market 
to sell them high and conceal 
foe fact from foe le g a tees . 
When Lloyd appeared ar foe 
trial, he claimed to know 
nothing about most of the 
deals, and deployed all of his 
elfin charm. 

Nevertheless, Marlborough 
was required by the court to 
return to foe estate all the 
Rothkos not already sold and 
to pay more than $9 million in 
damages and fines. Lloyd 
himself was then tried on 
further counts of having con¬ 
cealed and falsified evidence 
in foe first trial, was found 
guilty, and required, in lieu of 
a prison sentence, to set up an 
art scholarship fund and fi¬ 
nance various educational ini¬ 
tiatives in the stale of New 
York. This solution he later 
characterised, with typical re¬ 
alism, as being much more 
socially constructive than 
sending him to prison. 



This legal conclusion, 
reached in 1983, after the 
matter had been at issue in 
foe courts for more than 11 
years, marked the beginning 
of Lloyd's withdrawal from 
the business, as he handed 


over to his son Gilbert and 
daughter Barbara in London, 
and to his nephew Pierre Levai 
in New York. He continued to 
make lightning visits — at 
least until he suffered a stroke 
in 1992 — to strike fear into his 
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employees, but otherwise he 
lived quietly with his second 
family >n foe Bahamas. 

His earlier life had been far 
more eventful. Fhinz Kurt 
Levai was bom in Vienna, 
where his family were in¬ 
volved in antique dealing. He 
went first into the oil business, 
amassing his first fortune in 
his early twenties. He be^an 
collecting art, concentrating 
upon controversial modem 
work. At the time of the 
Anschluss in Austria he, like 
many prosperous Jews, left 
precipitately for Paris, to join 
his brother Pierre, who was 
dealing in antiques there. 
Soon his parents, his partner 
Herta Menzel and their son 
Gilbert joined him. 

With the German invasion 
of France, Lkryd, his brother 
and other members of his 
family were interned. He was 
able to escape to London after 
a few months; Herta (who was 
not Jewish) and Gilbert went 
back to Vienna for the dura¬ 
tion, and his parents, with 
several other family members 
were taken to Auschwitz and 
killed. 

In London, Lloyd immed¬ 
iately joined a volunteer force 
for foreign refugees, then en¬ 
listed in foe British Army, 
anglicising his name to Fran¬ 
cis Kenneth Lloyd. He took 
part in the Normandy inva¬ 
sion, and in the Army he met 
another Viennese refugee, 
Harry Fischer, who in civilian 
life was a dealer in antiquari¬ 
an books. • 

Once demobbed, Uoyd and 
Fischer determined to go into 
art dealing together. Uoyd 
established himself in Lon¬ 
don, marrying Herta in 1947. 
In the early days, the gallery 
dealt primarily in Impression¬ 
ists (and even earlier French 
artists, such as Constantin 
Guys). German Expression¬ 
ists and miscellaneous mod¬ 
em classics, including some 
from Uoyd's own collection 
that he had retrieved from 
Vienna after the war. The 
business started modestly, 
neither partner having much 
capital, but Uoyd's business 
skill and Fischer'S artistic 
knowledge rapidly made it 
into something imposing. 

Uoyd had a long-term 
strategy. He saw the impor¬ 
tance of building a reputation 
for quality, dealing not in the 
cheapest but in the best pie 
two partners took on a third, 
David Somerset, subsequently 
Duke of Beaufort, for foe 
entire he provided to high and 
traditionally moneyed English 
society, whose members were 
duly persuaded to follow in 
their ancestors’ footsteps by 
collecting arL 

As the focus moved away 
from modem classics towards 
the contemporary, a spectacu¬ 
lar stable of contract artists 
and artists’ estates was built 
At one stage this included 
three English artistic OMs 
— Moore. Sutherland and 
Nicholson — as well as Fran¬ 
c's Bacon. Lucian Freud, John 
Piper, Barbara Hepworth, 


Oskar Kokoschka and foe 
estate of Kurt Schwitters. 

It was sometimes claimed— 
especially by aggrieved rivals 

— that Marlborough never 
built up artists from nothing, 
but poached them once they 
had been established by oth¬ 
ers. Uoyd himself would 
admit thus — after ail, it was 
only common sense — but 
could point out that the 
gallery had also stuck by 
artists such as Frank Auer¬ 
bach and Bill Jacklin until 
they achieved major public 
acclaim, and had taken 
chances with foreign artists 
like Botero. who became 
known in Britain largely 
through foe gallery’s efforts. 

In America, Marlborough 
Fine Art worked in much the 
same way. The Manhattan 
gaDery was opened in 1963. 
and immediately set about ac¬ 
quiring the biggest names on 
foe scene, including major 
living Abstract Expressionists 
such as Rothko. Motherwell 
and Gottlieb, as well as the 
estates of Jackson Pollock, 
Franz Kline and the abstract 
mete! sculpture of David 
Smith. There were also, at 
various times. Marl! 
galleries in Rome. 

Toronto and Montreal, as well 
as a worldwide network of 
offices and associates. 

When an artist was taken 
up by Marlborough, he could 
feel that fame and fortune 
were guaranteed. 

Of course, that was part of 
foe image, and it is salutary 
now to look through lists of 
contract artists in old Marl¬ 
borough catalogues to see how 
many have actually vanished 
from view. 

The catalogues were an¬ 
other part of Lloyd's sales 
strategy: he realised very early 
that a lavish, scholarly-look¬ 
ing catalogue served several 
functions. It validated the 
artist It was good publicity, 
and reassuring to tentative 
buyers, who would be particu¬ 
larly happy if the work they 
bought was reproduced in hill 
colour. And eventually, as 
confidence rose in the gallery 
as a counsellor — and arbiter 

— on artistic merit and artistic 
investment, sales could be 
secured on foe strength of a 
catalogue atone, sent out in 
advance to people who might 
never see the show. 

As a dealer Uoyd was 
ruthless, but the marketing of 
contemporary art probably 
needed his shrewdness to 
bring it up to date. If it was 
necessary sometimes to create 
foe demand in order to be able 
to supply it. he did not pretend 
otherwise. “There is only one 
measure of success in running 
a gallery.” he said; “making 
money.” 

Frank Uoyd was married 
twice; the first marriage was 
dissolved in 1968, and in 1969 
he married his second wife, 
Susan. He is survived by the 
son and daughter of his first 
marriage, and by his second 
wife and their son and 
daughter. 


MILESTONES 



Jean-Francois Lyotard. 
French philosopher, died 
on April 21 aged 73. He 
was boro on 
August 10,1924. 

Jean-Francois Lyotard’s 
most famous book. La Con¬ 
dition post-modeme (1979) 
argues that the old certain¬ 
ties are outdated. Belief in 
fixed meanings and histori¬ 
cal truths has been replaced 
by a kind of intellectual 
drifting, and there is no 
longer any obligation to 
stand by any idea except 
that of continual subver¬ 
sion. For Lyotard as for his 
friends Derrida and Fou¬ 
cault, foe important thing 
was the struggle against foe 
system. But what may have 
seemed a liberation in the 
Paris of 1968 soon became a 
stifling orthodoxy in its own 
right. 

Obituary published on 
April 29. ' 

Godfrey Kenton, actor, 
died on April 27 aged 96. 
He was born on 
April 13.1902. 

Godfrey Kenton's last radio 
performance, after a career 
of 60 years, was as God in 
Paradise Lost and Paradise 
Regained: “a natural piece 
of casting, if you don’t mind 
my saying so". Verse-speak¬ 
ing of the old school was his 
great love, and in 1944 he 
had played Edmund to foe 
Lear of Donald WolfiL But 
he also played opposite 
Marlene Dietrich, and took 
on parts such as Pttao in 
Waiting for Godot. Strik¬ 
ingly handsome and well 
turned out he was an ac-tor 
in foe grand maimer. He 
could be crotchety and 
fierce, but also expansive, 
witty and moving. 

Obituary published on 
April 29. 


Nguyen Van Link. 

General Secretary of foe 
Vietnamese Commu¬ 
nist Party, 1986-91. died on 
April 27 aged 82. He 
was born on July L1915. 

Nguyen Van Linh was a 
lifelong Communist who, 
during his time at as foe 
head of the Vietnamese 
communist regime, began 
to overcome his country's 
international isolation, and 
embarked (against conser¬ 
vative opposition) on a poli¬ 
cy of doi moi — renovation. 
This coincided with similar 
developments in foe Soviet 
Union — Linh was some¬ 
times known as the Viet¬ 
namese Gorbachev — but 
such reforms as he intro¬ 
duced were confined to foe 
economic sphere and not 
accompanied by political 
liberalisation. A man of 
frugal habits, and an out¬ 
spoken critic of corruption 
and waste even after his fall 




from favour in 1991. Linh 
came to feel that his 
modernising measures had 
helped to bring about a 
regrettable decline in public 
morals in Vietnam. 

Obituary published on 
April 30. 

Major-General John 
Mottraro. CB, LVO. OBE. 
Royal Marines officer 
who became Chief 
Executive; General 
Council of foe Bar, 1987- 
94. died of cancer on 
April 27 aged 67. 

He was born on 
Jnne 9,1930. 

After operations with the 
Royal Marines in Perak 
and foe Gulf, John 
Mottram helped with foe 
British withdrawal from 
Aden in 1967 — when the 
Royal Marines were the last 
troops to leave — and then 
took charge of 40 Comman¬ 
do. leading two tours in 
Northern Ireland. He was 
later head of Royal Marine 
Training and Reserve 
Forces, and his fostering of 
a robust, self-reliant ap¬ 
proach was rewarded by 
the Marines’ successes in 
foe Falk!ands War. Subse¬ 
quently he was foe first 
chief executive of the Gener¬ 
al Council of the Bar. 

Obituary published on 
April 30. 
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Equities race ahead again 


TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day's close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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Charm offensive 
of tank commander 
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warns 
against 
attack 
on euro 

By Janet Bush 

ECONOMICS EDITOR 

CURRENCY speculators 
wiflget nothing more than 
a. bloody nose if they 
attempt to attack the euro 
conversion rates that will 
be set today. Tbeo Waiget 
Germany* Finance Minis¬ 
ter, has warned 
I - " His comments came as 
stertmg fefl sharply to its 
lowest, level for two 
months against the Ger¬ 
man mark as the Euro 
summit got under way. It 
dbsedat DM2.9644. down 
3.72 pfennigs. It was also 
weaker against the dollar. 

1 European leaders meet 
today in Brussels and win 
decide on the e xchang e 
rates that will be used to 
convert rational currencies 
to .the : euro when it is 
fonned-by an expected U 
European countries on Jan- 
uaiy-t Herr Waigel said: 
“Everyone who speculates 
against it win get a bloody 
nose. Every speculator win 
experience just rate thing— 
enormous losses.” 

■ Lastyear, European fi- 
- nance ministers decided to 
name trilateral conversion 
rates fo ward off specula¬ 
tion in the run-up to the 
start of the single currency. 
Central banks made it 
plain-that they would de¬ 
fend the trilateral parities 
m what amounts to a de 
facto economic and mone¬ 
tary union eight months 
before the actual start 
_..As of December, the cen- 
r iral hanks of the 11 coun¬ 
tries expected to form the 
euro had foreign exchange 
reserves between diem of 
some £180 trillion, a consid¬ 
erable war chest to employ 
against speculative attacks. 

Despite Herr Waigel's 
warning shot there is little 
anticipation of an assault 
on the conversion rates 
which are expected to be set 
at current central parities 
within the exchange rate 
mechanism. Apart from die 
Republic of Ireland, all the 
prospective member cur¬ 
rencies are trading within 
05\per cent of these 
-parities. 

.Commentary, page 27 


Music publisher buys key shareholder for £33m 

Boosey arranges deal 
to keep independence 


By Jon Ashworth 


BOOSEY & HAWKES. Brit¬ 
ain’s oldest music publisher, 
has won its fight to remain 
independent The company is 
buying its American majority 
shareholder for $55 million 
f£33 million) in cash and the 
issue of new shares, ending 
months of uncertainty. 

Discord has been ringing 
out at Boosey & Hawkes since 
April 1997, when Carl Fischer, 
the New York music publisher 
which has a 38.4 per cent stake 
in the company, put itself up 
for sale. The move raised the 
prospect of a hostile bid for 
Boosey. prompting music lov¬ 
ers to give warning of “irreme¬ 
diable damage" to Britain's 
musical heritage. 

Boosey & Hawkes is the 
world* leading publisher of 
20th-century classical music, 
with copyrights on composers 
such as Rachmaninov. Rich¬ 
ard Strauss and Stravinsky. 
Its instrument-making arm is 
third behind Yamaha of Japan 
and Steanway-Selmer of 
America. The company was 
founded in the 1760s as a 
London sheet-music library. 

Potential bidders were said 
to include EMI. the music 
group which is itself under 
siege. In an ingenious sol¬ 
ution. Boosey has itself raised 
the money to buy Carl Fischer, 
and with it, the troublesome 
stake. A number of unnamed 
institutions are funding the 
deal, and will hold shares in 
the enlarged Boosey. This will 
spell an end to the lack of 
liquidity that has plagued the 
company, and given rise to 
wild swings in the share price. 

The outcome is a coup for 
Richard Holland the Boosey 
chief executive and deputy 
chairman, who has struggled 
to maintain the independence 
of the 230-year-old company. 
He said he was delighted by 
the outcome, which not only 
ensured Boosey* indepen¬ 
dence. but achieved his long¬ 
term ambition of widening the 
shareholder base. Mr Holland 
said: “It* been arduous, but 
very worthwhile. We have had 
the support of a very wide 
constituency.” 

Representatives of the es¬ 
tates of leading British oompo- 


Capital Radio 
acquires Xfm 

1 By Raymond Snoddy, Media Editor 


CAPITAL RADIO, thwarted 
in it?, attempt to take over 
Virpn; Radio, yesterday an¬ 
nounced. the acquisition of 
Xfin, -the London alternative 
rodk station. 

Tonis of the agreement 
value Xfm, which only began 
broadcasting to London about 
'right^ months ago. at £15.9 
rmHira, Capital is acquiring a 
90 per cent interest and as¬ 
suming debts of £1.9 million. 

Chris Parry, founder of 
Xfm. retains a 9.9 per cent 
interest that Capital has the 
right to buy before March 

2001 at a price no greater than 

£209 million. Mr Parry said: 
“This’is an opportunity to 
really ptd Xfm in the strongest 
possible position'’. 

Xfm was founded five years 


ago and was turned down 
twice for a London licence but 
kept itself alive with broad¬ 
casting special events until it 
finally won an FM license. 

It was a fierce opponent of 
Capital* proposed takeover of 
Virgin last year. The Monopo¬ 
lies & Mergers Commission 
ruled against the deal just 
after Richard Branson sold 
out to Chris Evans.and his 
Ginger Productions. 

Capital is still trying to get 
the MMC report overturned 
because it fears it could limit 
its future expansion. 

Xfm targets 15 to 34-year- 
olds. The plan is for Xfm to 
move into the Capital head¬ 
quarters in Leicester Square 
and for Mr Parry to remain a 
director of the station. 


sens, including Britten. Elgar. 
Holst and Delius, expressed 
collective support for Boosey 
in a letter to The Times in July 
last year. The loss of the 
company’s independence, they 
said, threatened far-reaching 
consequences for those in¬ 
volved in serious and educa¬ 
tional music, affecting genera¬ 
tions of British composers, 
performers and audiences. 

Supporters include Andrew 
Dismore. MP for Hendon, 
North London, who last year 
tabled an early day motion 
expressing his concern at the 
possibility of a Boosey take¬ 
over. He said the deal would 
remove job uncertainties, and 
ensure that the works of 
established and developing 
British composers remain in 
UK ownership. 

Mr Dismore said: “Thou¬ 
sands of young musicians in 
schools and orchestras from 
all over the country rely on 
Boosey & Hawkes for instru¬ 
ments and their introduction 
to the world of music. They, 
too. should be pleased that the 
future of this great British 
company is now guaranteed.” 

The deal was announced 
after close of trade in London 
yesterday. Shares in Boosey 
dosed unchanged on the day 
at 775p. Under the deal, share¬ 
holders will be offered a one- 
for-one share exchange in a 
new holding company. Boosey 
& Hawkes Group. There is a 
cash alternative of 500p per 
Boosey share, and I03p for 
each Boosey cumulative pref¬ 
erence share. 

Boosey shareholders will be 
invited to subscribe for up to 
981,022 new ordinary shares 
at 500p per share. This repre¬ 
sents 5 per cent of the issued 
share capital. A prospectus is 
due to be published on May 18. 
Pending court approval for a 
scheme of arrangement, the 
restructuring should take ef¬ 
fect from June 16. 

Boosey made a pre-tax prof¬ 
it of E7.1 million (£7.7 million) 
in the year to December 31. 
Costs relating to the Carl 
Fischer sale came to nearly £1 
million. Boosey is advised by 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 
and Slaughter & May. 


Virgin plans 
course for 
Caribbean 

By Jason Nissfc 

VIRGIN ATLANTIC Rich¬ 
ard Branson's airline, is 
planning to open new routes 
to the Caribbean later this 
year, according to senior 
sources in the region. 

The airline could switch 
some Boeing 747 jets off its 
Far East routes to run a 
service initially to Barbados, 
Trinidad and St Lucia and. 
next year, to Antigua. 

A Virgin spokesman said: 
“We have not got anything 
in place yet." But indications 
from the Caribbean, though, 
are that this may be a 
formality. “We operate an 
open-skies policy,” said Les¬ 
ter Bint Prime Minister of 
Antigua and Barbuda. 

Antigua uproar, page 28 



Richard Holland orchestrated the support of many people to widen the shareholder base 


Demon 
founder 
nets 
£34m 
from sale 

By Chris Ayres 


CUFF STANFORD, the en¬ 
trepreneur who founded De¬ 
mon Internet in 1992 with 
£20,000 start-up capital, yes¬ 
terday received a £34 million 
windfall by selling his 51 per 
cent stake in the company to 
Scottish Telecom. 

The Scottish Power division 
paid a total of £66 million for 
Demon, which is the UK* 
largest Internet service provid¬ 
er. Mr Stanford, a former 
accountant whose motto is 
“greed is good" originally 
launched Demon from the 
boiler room of a cinema in 
Finchley. North London. 

Yesterday* deal came in 
spite of Demon receiving a 
higher offer from another com¬ 
pany — whose identity has not 
been revealed. Demon said 
that no firm offer had been 
made by British Telecom, al¬ 
though talks had been held. 

Mr Stanford, 44, said: “1 
wanted to keep it British, and 1 
knew Scottish Telecom would 
look after the staff.” Many of 
Demon* 520 staff wQl receive 
windfalls from share options. 
He added that he would leave 
the business entirely, and 
would announce a new venture 
in London next week. 

Apart from Mr Stanford. 
Demon* other shareholders 
included Giles Todd, the com¬ 
pany* co-founder, who held a 
13 per cent stake. 

The rest was owned by 
venture capitalists, including 
Apax Parters. Lastyear Demon 
had a turnover of £19 million 
and incurred a loss of £2 mil¬ 
lion, mainly because of a £5 
million investment pro¬ 
gramme. This year the com¬ 
pany is expected to make £1 
million profit on £31 million 
sales. 

Rod Matthews, chief execu¬ 
tive of Scottish Telecom, said 
he would put about £14 million 
into the business over the 
coming year. 

The acquisition of Demon by 
Scottish Telecom takes its in¬ 
vestment since it was launched 
in 1994 to £150 million plus £90 
million an acquisitions. Mr 
Matthews added that he did 
not expect any jobs to be lost. 
He went on to say that there 
was “some logic" to a demerger 
from ScottishPower, but that 
there were no immediate plans. 
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/ STOCK MARKET 
INDICES . 

FTSG100- 6010.3 (+82.0) 

Yield_ 2.72% 

FTSE Alt Share .. 2822.77 (+33.78) 
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Industrial firms 
face recession 

Manufacturing is beginning 
to slide into recession, 
according to a new survey 
published yesterday. Export 
orders slumped and domestic 
output faltered in the face of a 
rising tide of imports, 
according to the purchasing 
managers’ index. The data 
will provide further 
ammunition for the inflation 
doves who believe that the 
Bank of England should 
signal that interest rates have 
peaked. Page 26 

Unilever up 

Shares of Unilever rose 
sharply after the ice cream to 
detergent company said it had 
overcome problems in both 
the US and the Far East to 
return record first-quarter 
results. Its shares shot from 
637p to touch 682p—the 
sharpest rise in 14 months — 
as the company returned a 56 
per cent rise in underlying 
profits to £754 million. 

Page 27. Temp us. page 29. 


Flextech chief 
on sick leave 


By Chris Ayres 


ROGER LUARD. chief execu¬ 
tive of Flextech, is on sick leave 
and may be absent for several 
months, it was announced 
yesterday. 

Mr Luard, who is afflicted 
by a serious eye illness, has 
been offered a financial pack¬ 
age valued at £3.5 million if he 
is unable to return to work by 
the end of December. 

However. Flextech said it 
hoped Mr Luard. 49. would 
return to work by the end of 
the year. However, it added 
that he would leave if he had 
not recovered by December 31 
and had “no reasonable pros¬ 
pect of doing so". 

Shares in Flextech fell totp 
to 47bp yesterday, compared 
with a high of SCCte p last year. 

Adam Singer, chairman of 


Flextech, said: "If activated, 
the payment would replace all 
entitlement to payment under 
Roger* existing share options 
and long-term incentive plan.” 

Mr Singer said that no one 
else would replace him while 
he was away from work. 
“There is absolutely no need 
to. that is an issue for a few 
months down the line." 

Mr Luard was paid 
£370,000 last year. 

Mr Luard is credited with 
transforming Flextech from 
an oil services business to a 
television company since the 
1980s. 

However, in spite of 
Flextech* capitalisation of 
about £770 million, the com¬ 
pany has yet to make a profit 
from continuing activities. 
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B attles raged across the 

City this week. EMI 
the music group, 
v -itself under siege. 
^ jSMW and Voikwagen 
continued to slug it out over 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars. 
Markets wobbled, and the 
row. over British Biotech 
fizzed on. More promisingly. 
Marjorie Scardino. chief ex¬ 
ecutive ’ of Pearson, was 
named Veuve Clicquot Bust¬ 
ness Woman of the Year. 

; Energy Group, theelectnc- 
- ity anH fftfwMwy owned 
by Eastern Ekdndty. looked 

fall to a £45 billion but 

fom Texas Utilities when 
PacifiCorp withdrew after a 

year of protracted negoua- 

^flosLlhe move followed the 
intervention of the Takeover 
Panel, which gave the rivals 


until 4pm yesterday to sub* 
mit their final offers. 

The bid approach for EM i 
sent the shares soaring and 
left fingers pointing at 
Seagram, the Canadian 
drinks and entertainmrat 

conglomerate. Seagram held 

uns uccessful talks with EMI 
last year on a possible merg¬ 
er involving its Universal 
Music subsidiary. Other pro¬ 
spective bidders are thought 
tJindude Wait Disney, me 
US entertainment group, 
and Kirk Kerkorian. the US 
corporate raider who con¬ 
trols the MGM/UA. 

Hambros. which recently 
sold its merchant bankmg 
operations to Soc jJ*J 
Gernfrale. accepted a £428 
nuDion bid approach from 
Investec, die fast-growing 


Sooth African financial ser¬ 
vices group. Investec recently 
paid £95 million for 
Guinness Mahon, another 
UK merchant bank. British 
Aerospace said it was paying 
£269 million for a 35 per cent 
stake in Saab, the Swedish 
military aircraft maker. 

General Accident and Roy¬ 
al Bank of Scotland were 
fined £800.000 over their role 
as trustees to two funds linked 
to Peter Young, the former 
Morgan Grenfell fund man¬ 
ager. Morgan Grenfell, 
owned by Deutsche Bank, 
was last year fined £2 million 
in connection with the affair. 

Starbucks, the American 
coffee bar chain, acquired 
Seattle Coffee Company for 
£50 million. The deal nets 
about £13 million for Ally and 


Scott Svenson. the co- 
founders. Martin Sorrell, 
chief executive of WPP, the 
world's largest marketing 
services group, looked set to 
collect shares worth £4.5 
million under a long-term 
incentive plan. 

Sir Geoffrey Mulcahy, 
chief executive of Kingfisher, 
received remuneration of 
more than £1.5 million last 
year, making him one of the 
UK* top earners. Christo¬ 
pher Davidge. chief execu¬ 
tive of Christie’s Inter¬ 
national. collected £716,000. 

David Norman, ousted in 
February as chairman of 
BNB Resources, which owns 
Norman Broadbent Interna¬ 
tional. the headhunter, is 
suing BNB for £21 million. 

Liam Strong might have 


gone, but there is no end to 
the gloom at Sears, the 
retailer. Sales since January 
31 have fallen 25 per cent 
Elsewhere, institutional in¬ 
vestors in British Biotech 
hinted that h eads migh t have 
to roll amid the continuing 
row following last week’s 
dismissal of Andy Millar, 
director of clinical research. 

The FTSE 100 lost 1415 
points on Monday, on fears 
over US interest rates, but 
recovered as tire week went 
on. Vickers, owner of Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars, said it was 
selling the luxuiy car maker 
to BMW for E340 million. VW 
said it was considering bid¬ 
ding up to £500 million. This 
one will run and run. 

Jon Ashworth 
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Call Viglen and we can arrange to audit your 
systems to be sure that your computers won’t 
crash your company. Dorft wait until 1999. 
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Industrial 
firms slide 
towards 


recession 


By Alasdaer Murray, economics correspondent 


BRITISH manufacturing is 
beginning to slide into reces¬ 
sion, a new survey published 
yesterday shows. 

Overall manufacturing ac¬ 
tivity declined for the first time 
in more than two years as 
export orders slumped and 
domestic output faltered in the 
face of a rising tide of imports, 
according to the purchasing 
managers' index. 

The figures come after sepa¬ 
rate data earlier this week 
revealed that the global trade 
deficit in February had bal¬ 
looned to its widest level in 
seven years and export confi¬ 
dence had touched an 18-year 
low. The latest data will pro¬ 
vide further ammunition for 
the inflation doves who believe 
that the Bank of England 
should signal interest that 
rates have peaked at its next 


C&W nets 
£400m by 
sell-off 


By Martin Barrow 


CABLE & Wireless, the 
UK tdtecommanications 
company, said h win net a 
£400 million profit on the 
sale of a 20 per cent 
interest in Bouyges Tele¬ 
com to Telecom Italia, 
which was agreed yest¬ 
erday. 

The sale, for a consider¬ 
ation of £456 million, is 
conditional upon the two 
companies also reaching 
agreement on die sale of 
up to 20 per cent of Cable & 
Wireless West Indies. 

Bouyges Telecom, Fia¬ 
nce’s third digital cellular 
operator, was launched in 
1996 and not yet in profit 
C&W wfll use the proceeds 
to reduce debts and to 
fUnd the business develop¬ 
ments. Its shares rose 
M'ap to TBBhp. 


Monetary Policy Committee 
meeting next week. 

However, separate consum¬ 
er credit figures also pub¬ 
lished yesterday showed net 
borrowing rising £1.43 billion 
in March — the largest in¬ 
crease since records began in 
1993. Analysts said the credit 
figures left open the possibility 
that consumer spending could 
still climb higher and main¬ 
tained some uncertainty about 
the outlook for rates. 

The purchasing managers’ 
composite index fell from 52 to 
49.5 in April, indicating a 
contraction in activity, and its 
lowest reading since May 
1996. The main cause of the 
foil was another decline in 
export demand, as manufac¬ 
turers struggle to deal with the 
strong pound, with just 13 per 
cent of companies reporting 
an increase in order books. 
However, evidence that cheap¬ 
er imports are also starting to 
hurt domestic activity came 
from the manufacturing out¬ 
put index which pointed to 
negligible growth while there 
was also a fall in new order 
books. 

The weak level of activity 
has, however, helped to check 
inflationary pressures. Deliv¬ 
ery lead times showed only a 
marginal increase while the 
prices index slipped and em¬ 
ployment levels declined for a 
second successive month. 

Peter Thomson, director- 
general of the Chartered Insti¬ 
tute of Purchasing and 
Supply, said; The slowing 
trend has now continued into 
a contraction. The portents for 
the future are not good.” 

Credit card spending provid¬ 
ed the main boost to the consu- I 
mer spending figures, reaching I 
£388 million, compared with 
£224 million in February. 
Mortgage lending, however, 
was weaker, with net lending 
falling from £1.96 billion to £1.8 
billion. Analysts said the 1 
strength in the gross lending 
figures, which increased 8 per 
cent to £6.56 billion, was large¬ 
ly because of remortgaging j 
rather than new business. j 
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directors 
to share 
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Microsoft defended 
by PC manufacturers 


By Adam Jones 



TWO directors of Streamline, 
the road services and building 
products group formed in a 
buyout from Shell in 1993. are 
to share about £10 million 
under a £ISS million recom¬ 
mended offer from Jarvis, the 
facilities management and 
construction company. 

The offer, a mix of cash and 
Jarvis shares, will mean a 
paper gain of np to £6.7 million 
for Terry Simpson, the Stream¬ 
line chief executive, and up to 
£3.2 million for Ernest Burton, 
the finance director, at current 
market levels. 

Jarvis shares have almost 
trebled in value since last Aug¬ 
ust They rose a further 21 h p to 
6S5p yesterday after the bid 
was announced, adding about 
£3.4 million to the original 
offer of £184.5 million. 

Jarvis has major contracts to 
maintain rail lines for Rail- 
track, particularly in the North 
of England and Scotland. 

The Streamline deal will 
enable it to expand into road 
servicing, while giving it an in¬ 
ternational presence to use in 
bunding up the rail business 
overseas, said Paris Moayedi, 
the Jarvis chief executive. 

Jarvis has undertakings to 
accept the offer representing 
50.4 per cent of Streamline’s 
share capital- Shareholders 
can opt for a 285p a share cash 
alternative. Streamline shares 
rose 27*2p to 297bp yesterday. 


Insolvencies edge ahead 


THE number of company insolvencies edged up m the first 
quarter of 1998 but was still down against the same period a 
year ago. There were 3,142 company insolvencies m England 
and Wales in the first quarter on a seasonally adjusted basis, 
said the Department of Trade and industry. This was a 03 per 
cent rise on the previous quarter, and a fall ofl-Z per oent qn the 
same period a year ago. There were also 5,731 individual insol¬ 
vencies in England and Wales in the same period, down 1.7 per 
cent on the previous quarter and JL3 per cent on a year ago. 


ICI achieves target 


Paris Moayedi, front, with Tory Simpson, who will make a paper gain of £6.7 million 


Tempus, page 29 


ICI, which has implemented a radical restructuring of its 
businesses, said it had achieved its E3 billion disposal target 
two years ahead of schedule with the completion of the sale of 
its explosives activities in the Americas and Europe to Orica, 
of Australia, for about £221 million. ICI said there is almost £1 
billion of disposals still in the pipeline, and sales of non-core 
assets expected by (999. The latest sale is of ds international 
explosives operations in Canada. Latin America, Europe and 
a distribution business in the US. 


Securities Institute 
seeks SETS reform 


Cliveden attracts bid 
from US suitor 


Dalgety £50m sale 


By Marten Waller 


By Domenic Walsh 


THE Securities Institute, the 
examining body for the securi¬ 
ties and derivatives industry, 
has added its voice to tile calls 
for changes to SETS, the 
Stock Exchange’s new order- 
driven share trading system. 

Although the institute has 
drawn bade from die criti cism 
that has been hurled at SETS 
by unhappy fund managers 
and other City firms, its 
submission to the Stock Ex¬ 
change says that traders are 
proving unwilling to commit 
large trades to the system 


when they do not know the 
identity of the other party in 
any transaction because of the 
risk of default 
The institute is calling for 
the establishment of a central 
counterparty, a body such as 
the Stock Exchange itself or 
some other clearing house, 
through which all deals 
should be channelled and by 
which they would be guaran¬ 
teed. This option had previ¬ 
ously been raised by die Stock 
Exchange, but then dismissed 
as being too expensive. ‘ 


CLIVEDEN, the stately pile at 
the centre of die notorious 
Profumo affair, is the latest 
luxury hotel name to attract 
die attention of the growing 
band of American investment 
groups targeting die UK. 

Hard on the heels of Black- 
stone Group’s £520 million 
acquisition of the Savoy 
Group. The Times under¬ 
stands that the directors of 
Cliveden are in advanced ne¬ 
gotiations over a sale after 
receiving an unsolicited ap¬ 
proach. Sources believe that 


an announcement could be 
made early next week. 

Cliveden, which came to the 
stock market two years ago, 
has grown from die epony¬ 
mous country house hotel in 
Buckinghamshire to indude 
the Cliveden Town House in 
London and die Royal Cres¬ 
cent in Bath. It also recently 
announced plans to develop a 
five-star hotel in Edinburgh. 

Persistent takeover rumours 
have helped to lift Cliveden 
shares from a low of 48^ in 
December to 79*ap yesterday. 


DALGETY is to sell its agricultural supply business to a 
management buy-out team for £50 million. In the year to 
June 30,1997, Dalgety Agriculture incurred an operating loss 
before exceptional items of £200.000. The buyout team is led 
by Paul Kirk and Tony Taylor, chairman and managing 
director of of Dalgety Agriculture, backed by NatWest 
Acquisition Finance and KPMG Corporate Finance. 
Dalgety’s remaining business is PIC International, die 
leading pig-breeding and genetic improvement business. 


Meggitt appointment 


MEGGITT. the engineering group, has appointed Sir 
Donald Spiers, the former head of aerospace procurement for 
the UK Armed Forces, as its non-executive chairman, filling 
the vacancy left by the death of Ken Coates earlier this year. 
Sir Donald joined the Meggitt board in 1995 and is the 
engineers longest-serving non-executive director. He was 
Controller Aircraft at the Ministry of Defence from 1989 to 
1994 and is also a former president of die Royal Aeronautical 
Society. The appointment is with immediate effect 


How hard 


BA ‘in talks 
to open its 
own bank’ 


Northern 
Rock could 
lose licence 


Tarmac to build campus 


By Marianne Curphey 


By Susan Emmett 


is your money 


working for 


you? 


(a) it doesn't do a stroke. 

(b) it Just about breaks sweat, 
(e) It never has a day off. 


BRITISH AIRWAYS is be¬ 
lieved to be in talks with a 
number of financial services 
companies with a view to 
setting up an international 
banking operation. 

The airline already offers 
credit and charge cards and is 
understood to be interested in 
exploiting its global brand to 
attract high net worth custom¬ 
ers. BA yesterday refused to 
comment on reports that the 
service could be launched this 
year. However, observers 
believe it has been encouraged 
by the success of Virgin Direct 
Sainsbuxy. Tesco and British 
Gas in the field of financial 
services. 

BA set up its consumer 
financial services division two 
years ago, which prompted 
speculation that it was plan¬ 
ning to sell personal equity 
plans, life insurance, and pen¬ 
sions. None of these have so 
far been launched. 

Selling deposit accounts and 
investment products on the 
back of a trusted brand has 
been one of the great market¬ 
ing successes of recent years. 
Standard Life has taken E410 
million in cash since opening 
its own bank in January. It 
now has 53,000 customers. 


NORTHERN ROCK could 
have its lending licence re¬ 
voked as a result of the savings 
fiasco that last week left hun¬ 
dreds of savers worse off. 

Professor Roy Goode QC 
who headed the Pension Law 
Review Committee, said the 
former building society could 
be forced to stop lending 
under the Consumer Credit 
Act if the Office of Fair 
Trading finds the bank’s con¬ 
duct has been “deceitful or 
oppressive or improper". 

In restructuring its account 
range. Northern Rock moved 
about 200,000 savers to ac¬ 
counts paying lower rates. 
Many were not notified. 

Professor Goode, a saver 
with Northern Rock, said: 
"The Director-General of the 
Office of Fair Trading has 
tremendous power to deal 
with abuses of this fond." 

The OFT agreed that North¬ 
ern Rock’s conduct could he 
challenged under section 25 of 
the Act and said they were 
looking into the issue. 

Adam Applcgarth, execu¬ 
tive director of the Northern 
Rock, said: "Given our move 
to transparent operating pro¬ 
cedures. such allegations seem 
illogical." 


TARMAC, the construction company, is to build a campus 
for the University of East London in Docklands, costing £32 
million. It will cater for 3JJ00 students, with academic 
departments in a four-storey building, in the Dockland 
Business Park. The design-and-bulld contract brings the 
amount of work won by the London region of Tarmac 
Building to more than £80 million this year, including a £13.4 
million contract for 92 flats at Butler’s Wharf,overlooking the 
River Thames near Tower Bridge. 


Expro in £14.8m deal 


EXPRO INTERNATIONAL GROUP, the oil services compa¬ 
ny. is buying Tronic, a supplier of instrumentation and power 
systems connectors used in subsea wellhead and downhole ap¬ 
plications in the oil and gas industry, for £14.8 million. The 
deal will be funded by a £15 million share placing, with new 
shares offered at 495p each. Existing shares rose 31 * 2 p to 535p 
yesterday. Expro said financial results for die year to March 31, 
due to be published next month, would be in line with City ex¬ 
pectations, and it expects to recommend a 6.lp final dividend. 


CRH buys MA Segale 


CRH. the building materials company based in the Republic 
of Ireland, has acquired MA Segale Inc, of America, for $60 
million (E36 million). The transaction took place through 
Oldcastle. CRH’s American subsidiary. Segale, a family 
business based in Tukila, near Seattle, Washington, is 
involved in integrated aggregates, asphalt, paving and 
construction businesses serving the southern Seattle market 
CRH said. The acquisition strengthens OIdcastle’5 position 
as a leading materials supplier in the Pacific northwest 


Goode Durrant splits 


If feu like thesatmd strand haveepafeabeattebuyaiiemewriha message 
ef ai least f§ft,ftftft, then give us a §aH ea ft*45ft 09 8ft ftl te fM out if we're 
fight fer yeui The Virgin 9ne absent it* ne small ehange. 


Weekend Money, page 60 ] Weekend Money, page 60 


GOODE DURRANT, the commercial vehicle hire 
company, is selling its specialist-equipment hire company 
to a management buy-out team for £25.8 million. The buy¬ 
out is led by Dudley Thomas, a former finance director of 
the company, and supported by Barclays Private Equity. 
Proceeds of the safe include £9.3 million of borrowings to 
be assumed by the purchaser. In the year to the end of 
April the business earned pre-tax profits of £2.07 million 
on sales of £13 million. 


PizzaExpress to test 
out the taste of pasta 
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Representative only of Virgin Direct Personal Financial Service LRL which Is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority for life insurance, 
pensions and unit trust business and represents only the Virgin Direct Marketing Croup. Your Virgin One account must be repaid by the time you 
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and randomly monitored. Virgin Direct Personal Finance Ltd. Discovery House. Whiting Rd, Norwich. NR4 EEL 


PIZZAEXPRESS. the fast¬ 
growing chain of restaurants, 
is to launch a second restau¬ 
rant concept called Pasta di 
Milano. 

The group is developing two 
sites, in Soho and Crouch 
End, North London, where it 
wfll pDot the idea before 
embarking on a national roll¬ 
out. The combined cost of the 
two sites is £900,000. 

David Page, the chairman 
of Pizza Express, said that the 
company would give the res¬ 
taurants six months before 
deriding upon further expan¬ 
sion. “We are going to tiy a 
couple of branches and we will 
see now they go." he said. 


Although it is the company’s 
first venture into pasta restau¬ 
rants, the Milano name is 
already used in the Republic of 
Ireland, for its two pizza 
restaurants. Also, in France, 
the company uses Pizza Mila¬ 
no in preference to 
PizzaExpress. 

Given Pizza Express’s rapid 
expansion of the past few 
years — it recently opened its 
163rd outlet in the British Isles 
—developing a second concept 
makes perfect sense. It puts 
bade the prospect of market 
saturation and allows the 
company to take up sites h 
would otherwise have to turn 
down. 
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THE SUNDAY TIMES 

BIOTECH 

BUST-UP 

^Most weekends 
Keith McCulIagh. 
the founder and 
chief executive of 
British Biotech, can be 
found off Cowes 
sailing his yacht. 
Blue Jeans. 

His shareholders 
probably now think 
it should be renamed 
the Titanic.. - ^ 

Business, The Sunday 
Tones, tomorrow 
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a AFRICA’S maior computer manufacturers have mounted 
^ ^fo^nfMicrosoft against Government threats 

£5 i m££SsSs 

computers and a delay of new software could stall growth m 

"Ita “SljJuS slates announced thqy vrere p reparin g 
theftowlrtawsbits against Microsoft w,th the aim of stopping 
the release of Windows 98. Analysts have lengseen the 
Windows 98 release as Microsoft's Achilles’ heal because the 
software house needs the new stream ofrwoiues. Computers 
fitted with Windows 98 are expected tobein djeshops m late 
SSe. Hie Justice Department has been mvohtedma^t 
battle with Microsoft over concerns smre Derero- 

ber. The computer makers said m their letter “Whilewe do 
not express an opinion on the merits of any we 

urge you not to take any action that might block the release. 


*■ . ■ V 


v'- 




^"" - 


1 - ■■ 


1 J . * 


i ■£ ■ - 


inilever f 
soars as P 

litsreeor 

first qua i 


"i-v: • 


■23 -- "■ 


n 

tfc---. .• 

2S 

xs? ri; 

B ILi . _\l .. 
i E.V: r :--. 
E-• 

fa* Vi- . • 

ClErr? L- 
ai I v 
Cr ■' 
- 




Bid talks 
firmed 
HIS 


(ii 
ret 
to f 


hr*. 






■ St**’ V - : 




• >r.-: 

■s : 

: 'u?* is. 


PtTiV.p-'r 


N> 


Sh, .hJ^ oir 


kktZP :r 


‘■t 

























jPMES SATURDAY MAY 21998 




xjj» i 


BUSINESS NEWS 27 


jk eforettie champagne corks 
'r ^l a ^ P°PP e ^ anti the tax 
jLMafrnsers called Up by the 
'Automobile Gub’s 12.065 
{dcmbeES. it must be pointed out 
Jtst Gendanrs purchase of RaC 
Motoring Services is far from a 
(fore deal. 

Having just coughed up £780 
failfimlqr NPC — owners of the 
jlACs rivals Green Flag — 
Cendant clearly sees the chance 
to create an operation that can 

compete with the AA on equal 
terms (the Fifth emergency ser¬ 
vice. perhaps). And suggestions 
-that -the rollercoaster ride 

Cendan t shares have enjoyed, 
snipe it _ admitted accounting 
v irregularities last month, might 
nxan the group did not have the 
7 - resources to buy both NFC and 
-ItAC h^e now been shown to be 
fitter rubbish. Coming up with 
V$450 million of cash is small beer 
3arja. £13 billion corporation. Also 

dirfVnHam qnnann. L_ 


RAC deal may not get Green Flag 


-seven senous bidders who were 
in talks with the RAC would be 
lik ely to top the offer—especially 
. as three of them were venture 
capitalists and the other four 
were either motor insurers, a 
famously stingy group, or car 


dealers, few of whom have the 
pockets for a bid battle. 

Yet there is a rather big 
problem in the shape of John 
Bndgeman — the Director-Gen¬ 
eral of Fair Trading. As the deal 
involves assets of more than £30 
million and creates a business 
with a market share of more than 
25 per cent—however you care to 

measure it — this falls within his 
ambit And Mr Bndgeman does 
like to interfere. 

There are 20 million people 
using roadside assistance — but 
only a fifth of those pay for it 
themselves, the rest getting it free 
with new cars, insurance policies 
or from their employers. The AA 
has nearly 50 per cent of either 
market, RAC is second place. 
Green Flag third and other 
rivals, such as Europe Assistance 
and Britannia, lagging far be¬ 
hind. Combining RAC and 
Green Flag creates a group only 
slightly smaller than the AA. Mr 
Bndgeman may think that this 
cosy duopoly, rather than giving 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


the AA a good run for its money, 
will cut competition and push up 
prices. A referral to the Monopo¬ 
lies and Mergers Commission 
could easily take the fizz out of 
the RAC's members' Moet. 

ERM... sterling’s 
worth a punt 

T he fun is over. The game is 
up. Welcome to Dullsville. 
Currency traders must 
have been weeping into their 
lagers in bars around the City 
last night in anticipation of 
today’s announcement in Brus¬ 
sels of the euro conversion rates 
for the single currency. 

Although exchange rates are 


not being irrevocably fixed until 
the formal start of economic and 
monetary union on January 1, it 
is very dear that the rates 
announced today will form the 
basis of the value of the euro and 
that European central banks will 
stake everything they have to 
prevent currency traders from 
introducing some nasty bumps 
to the smooth glide path to EM U. 

It seems unlikely that specu¬ 
lators will bother to turn up for 
the fight, simply because the 
odds are stacked overwhelm¬ 
ingly against them. For one 
thing, the reserves of the II 
countries likely to be anointed 
today total £180 billion, twice 
the firepower that China has at 
its disposal. 


For another, great care will be 
taken to make the conversion 
rates credible. The odds are an 
rates being set at current central 
ERM parities. With 10 out of 11 Of 
the euro ins trading within 05 
per cent of these and the excep¬ 
tion, the Irish punt, within 1 per 
cost there is little for currency 
speculators to play with. 

The very fact that the 11 
currencies are so near their 
central parities, and have been 
for some considerable time, 
shows that the boys in braces 
have accepted that the glory days 
of 1992, when they spectacularly 
nobbled the pound and the lira 
and gave the franc a run for its 
money, are over. 

But wait a minute. Sterling. 


There's a thought Plenty of fun 
still to be had. Currency traders 
marched the pound up to excru¬ 
ciating levels as a safe haven 
from the uncertainties of the 
euro. Some of those uncertainties 

are set to disappear this weekend 
so why not march the pound 
bade down again? Get in another 
round of lagers, and let the good 
times roll. 

Riders to 
avoid a storm 

W ould that the directors 
of British Biotech had 
had the foresight to 
have hired the lawyers who have 
advised Texas Utilities an its 
purchase of The Energy Group. 
The full glory of yesterday's 
statement from Texas is worth 
repeating, with the comments by 
Erie Nye, chairman, that “The 
acquisnon is expected to be 
earnings and cash-flow enhanc¬ 
ing” given the caveat “the above 


statement in relation to earnings 
should not be interpreted to 
mean that future earnings per 
share of Texas Utlities as en¬ 
larged by the acquisition of The 
Energy Group will necessarily 
be greater." 

So take British Biotech’s two 
infamous announcements of 
May 12,1997. only a few weeks 
after the group was told that 
regulators had “major objec¬ 
tions” to the pancreatitis drug 
Zacutex. In one Keith McCui- 
lagh, chief executive, said: "Fur¬ 
ther appointements are planned 
in preparation for a potential 
launch of Zacutex in Europe.” 
And in the other Peter lewis, the 
farmer director of research and 
development, said: “Following 
the submission erf the European 
MAA [marketing application] in 
February, we are setting up the 
European marketing and sales 
structure in anticipation of the 
launch of Zacutex in Europe." 

These, of couse, should have 
come with the rider “These 
statements in relation to the 
marketing of Zacutex should not 
be interpreted to mean that there 
is any sensible chance that the 
compound will gain regulatory 
approval or be in any position to 
be marketed at alL” 


• Baraga. 
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- _ 1. SHARES of Unilever rose to a 

... . 1 ?\newfiigh yesterday after the 

\ ^TceTffcam to detergent oom- 

“7. - - pany -said it had overcome 

- ■" 7T L e! - problems in both the US and 

.,71 :V' the Far East to return record 
1 j;_ • l-*- 7 'first-quarter results. 

j'-r 1 Its. shares shot from 637p to 

_ ~ . 7 -trasdMSZp — the sharpest rise 

' ~ ... " iir14'months — as the com- 

jfe - pany returned a 56 per cent 
f ttlPTlt : • ' in underlying profits to 

LEUllU — ;£754million for the first three 
7 .'miorfhs of 1998. They closed at 


analysts said thecomp- 
any now has £10 trillion of fire- 
power, and is under pressure 
TrVfo raake a large acquisition 
Vsobri-.Niail FitzGerald, chair- 
-■maru said that if it failed to 
"find a suitable target within 
. the next three years, it would 
look at a share buyback. 

- The shake-up in North 
America developed much fast- 

- -er titan the City expected. After 
. Van den Bergh margarines 

. ‘aiid Upton tea head offices 

- merged, operating profits in 
1 fat region doubled to £105 
' rnflUnn (£53 million) on sales 

up Only 8per cent 
" In the Far East, the currency 
- - crisis shaved £30 million off 

r- -—; 

Bid talks 

confirmed 
by HIS 

By Marianne Curphey 

insurance correspondent 

-FISHERS International, the 
... loss;adjuster, and Royal & 

■ • Sw&AJBanee. the composite 
’ in s ure r, are believed to be 
- among the suitor s lini ng up to 
Tmy Hamh rn Insurance Ser- 

# ■ .ins confirmed yesterday 
■ that it was in bid talks “with a 
number of interested parties". 
HIS shares rose 16p to 124*zp 
valuing the company at £81 
. .million. 

Tlie statement was issued in 

. the wake of Thursday's 
agreed £428 million bid for 
Hambros pic, HIS’s 52 per 
• cent controlling shareholder, 

. by Investec, of South Africa. 
"Other potential candidates 
to buy HIS are Independent 
Insurance and Ellis & Buckle, 
part of the Rutland Trust 

Shares in RSA rose 29*2 p to 

. 697*ap and Independent In- 
: surance grew 15p to 1622p. 

• The HIS price is dose to the 
revised offer of 128.7p a share 
Rshers offered last summer. 
Analysts said the top price 
His could hope to achieve 
would be 150p per share. 
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profits after the company was 
forced to raise prices in Ma¬ 
laysia as demand for branded 
consumer products collapsed. 

It emphasised that it was 
holding its market share in the 
Far East. 

But after a strong perfor¬ 
mance from India, profits from 
its Asia Pacific division dosed 
at £136 million (E82 million) at 
constant exchange rates. 

In Europe, sales were un¬ 
changed at £3.15 billion — as 
the company continued to shed 
its non-core businesses. Still, 
operating profits from Europe 
jumped 20 per cent to £316 
mfllion—which it again attrib¬ 
uted to a series of low-scale 
mergers and cost-cutting. 

The Anglo-Dutch company 
gave all figures at constant 
exchange rates. It said that, in 
sterling, the profits rise would 
have been 44 per cent, and 60 
per cent in guilders. 

City analysts have now up¬ 
graded profit forecasts by £100 
million, and most are now 
expecting Unilevers underly¬ 
ing profits to break through to 
£3 trilli on by the year end. 

Tempos, page 29 


Gieves 
returns 
to profit 

By Kathy Li pari 

GIEVES GROUP, the Savfle 
Row tailor, returned to profit 
in the year to January 31 after 
a strong performance from its 
UK operations. The group 
reported a pre-tax profit of 
£625,000 after exceptional, up 
from a EU million loss. 

The UK retail division re¬ 
corded a healthy 92 per cent 
improvement m like-for-jjike 
sales. An extensive refurbish¬ 
ment of the company’s lime 
Street store resulted in a 21 per 
cent improvement in like for 
like sales in the six months 
after its reopening. 

Turnover rose 55 per cent, to 
£21 million, in the year. There 
were earnings per share of 
jjjp, up from a loss per share of 
5.7p. The final dividend re¬ 
mains 0.75p, cutting the total 
payout to 1.15p. from l^p. 
Gieves shares rose Ip to 37p. 

Tom Scroby. chairman, said 
that earnings from Japan had 
been hit by turmoil in South- 
East Asia, but a pick-up in Far 
Eastern markets had partly 
compensated for the declme. 

Tempus, page 29 


ii* Newcastle United to 
^ lose finance director 

By Matthew Barbour 


NEWCASTLE UNITED, the 
beleaguered Premier 
football dub, suffered another 
Wow yesterday when the fi¬ 
nance director of its parent 
company resigned. . . , 

Jo Dixon. 39, who jomed 

■ 1 Tnitarl Pif* 1T1 IW» 


Jo Dixon. » nected and her leaving was 

Newcastle United Pic m 19W. amicable", 

said she was leaving the group npw directors haw 

at the end of June to pursue appointed to HU J 6 

other interests- Her resigns- They are John 

^vsM-OTtf mntro- vhchdviw _rv. m 


at the end of June to pursue 
other interests- Her resigna¬ 
tion follows the recent 
versy surrounding comments 
by. two board directors. . 

Douglas Hall, the chair- 


Littlechild agrees to step down as electridly watchdog 


By Robert COle 

CITY CORRESPONDENT 

STEPHEN LITTLECHILD, the 
electricity regulator, has agreed to 
step down in order to make way for 
a new super regulator who will 
watch over both the gas and 
electricity industries. 


Professor Littlechild is prepared to 
leave his post before the end of his 
contract — which expires in August 
1999 — so that his move coincides 
with the departure of Clare Spottis- 
woode, the gas watchdog. Ms Spot- 
tiswoode’s five-year term of office 
comes to a dose in October this year. 

A spokesman for the DTI said that 


Professor Littlechild was likely to 
receive an ex-gratia payment in lieu 
of the fact that he is willing to leave 
his £100.000-a-year job early, and 
that he has agreed to be both flexible 
and helpful in the transition. 

The Government wants to amal¬ 
gamate the two posts because it sees 
increasing competition in both sec¬ 


tors. One of the key functions of both 
regulator was to mimic competition 
which was rare to non-existent in the 
early yean of privatisation. 

Advertisements are running this 
weekend seeking a replaceemnt for 
Ms Spottiswoode at Of gas, but 
potential applicants are being told 
that the post will turn into more 


powerful Energy Regulator. The post 
carries a salary of £120,000 and 
applicants are required to show 
“strong intellectual and analytical 
skills,’' and to have “an open partici¬ 
patory approach to decision mak¬ 
ing.". It continues: “You will be an 
excellent communicator of unques¬ 
tioned integrity." 



BAT INDUSTRIES 

Financial services profit up 16%, 
with tobacco ahead by 7% 


Three months unaudited results 
to 31 March 1998 


OPERATING PROFIT 
PRE-TAX PROFIT 
EARNINGS PER SHARE 


£659m 

£573m 

10.7p 


+ 10 % 

- 2 % 

-4% 


• Trading profit from financial -16 per cent to £298 million, with 

excellent results from rrimprt # Non-life profit was 

22 per cent higher at £167 numcm and life ' ; pcQfit grew by 9 per cent to 
£131 million. *• ^ 

• Tobacco trading profitedand tigarette 

volumes JOse ; 2 per were good perfiotnahees from jhe lLatm America, 

' •. Europe andAmesca regj^ Jjjiri^ p^et by , 
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man, and Fredd.e Shepted. 
the vicedaiimwi. reagnw 
after pressure from farts ora 
allegations that they insulted 
N^vcastle women, fans and 

the players. The company said 
her departure was not con- 
nected toid her leaving was 


MuchpJt^ress has 

and British Ain^rican Tobdcco’^. the Boara-reftiiuns 

propoi^ ^ beneficial for shareholders. -^ ^\ S; 




The U quartet tepoti is betog posted ^to shareMders and copies are anabfale tan the ConiatySeqelay.BATIntiis^ 


VdCaliutJ- ■ 

Fender and 

Shares rose l*2p “ yz ^P 
yesterday. 
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Malaysian visionary courting Cold comfort 

«/ %/ v—' THIS morning, as you ponder 

• ^ which sweater win be warm 

controversy m the Caribbean ggge 

a/ standard Chartered. She also 


Jason Nisse 
visits Antigua 
to discover 
an island in 
uproar over 
leisure concept 



M any entrepre¬ 
neurs dream of 
building busi¬ 
ness empires 
larger than small nations. For 
Dato' Tan Kay Hock that 
dream is dose to reality. The 
Malaysian businessman will 
this week see work starting on 
his $600 million (£360 million) 
Asian Village hotels, casinos 
and leisure project on the 
north coast of Antigua. 

The sheer scale of the 
scheme is dominating the 
small Caribbean nation of 
Antigua and Barbuda. Dato’ 
Tan plans to build six hotels — 
ranging from a four star to a 
so called “six star", boasting 
1250 rooms — two golf 
courses (the Royal Antiguan 
and the Royal Barbudan), a 
casino, a retail village, a 
conference centre and a water 
theme park largely on Guiana 
Island, a 600-acre patch of 
scrubland separated bom die 
Antiguan coast by a 75-yard- 
wide waterway. The invest¬ 
ment is worth twice the 
country's gross national prod¬ 
uct and potentially doubles 
Antigua's stock of hotel rooms. 

However, the Asian Village 
has run into a storm of 
controversy which has delayed 
and often threatened to derail 
the project. There have been 
accusations of cheap land 
deals and lack of concern for 
conservation, worries about 
the number of Malaysian 
workers being brought in, 
legal actions and even 
shootings. And as was abun¬ 
dantly clear at the ground¬ 
breaking oaemony a week 
ago. presided over by Lester 
Bird, Prime Minister of Anti¬ 
gua and Barbuda, Asian Vil¬ 
lage is now die dominant issue 
in the general election due 
later this year. 

Mr Bird's barnstorming 
speech crowned a surreal cere¬ 
mony attended by about 3,000 
people — nearly 5 per cent of 



An artist’s impression of Asian Village, seen as a way to put Antigua's tourism industry on a par with Barbados 


the country's population — 
with supporters punctuating 
his oration with shouts of 
“long live Lester Bird” and 
“good words” But the ground¬ 
breaking should have taken 
place a year ago. It was put on 
hold while the developers and 
Bird's Government were sued 
first by Taffy Button, an 
eccentric Welshman who lived 
on Guiana Island feeding its 
colony of deer and whistling 
ducks, and then by Baldwin 
Spencer, leader of die opposi¬ 
tion United Progressive tarty. 

Both actions claimed die 
Government had exceeded its 
powers by compulsorily pur¬ 
chasing the land and then 
selling it to Dato' 'tan and his 
Kuala Lumpa-Iisted Johan 
Holdings for just $5 million. 
They foiled, though Spencer’s 
case was taken to the East 
Caribbean Supreme Court in 
St Lucia and virtually bank¬ 
rupted the UPP. Bufton was so 
aggrieved that he stormed into 
the office of his solicitor and 
shot him. 

The solicitor just happened 
to be Vernon Bird Jr. younger 
brother of the Prime Minister. 


Bufton is on bail, charged with 
attempted murder, but such 
are the sensitivities of foe case 
that the Government is paying 
$2,000 a month to rent him a 
luxury house. 

The story of Asian Village 
goes back three years to when 
Dato* Tan 
came up with 
the concept A 
lawyer, called 
to the bar at 
Lincoln's Inn. 
he started his 
business career 
converting a 
house in WiU- 
esden Green 
into flats. Thir¬ 
ty years later he 
contols a finan¬ 
cial. motoring 
and construc¬ 
tion empire 
based on Dato’Tai 
Johan, but in¬ 
cluding foe UK-listed car deal¬ 
er William Jacks. 

Johan has recently moved 
into leisure with a yacht dub 
and a hotel in Malaysia, and 
Dato* Tan thought that an 
Asian-themed complex would 


Dato’Tam powerful 


attract American tourists too 
lazy to travel to the Far East 
He was te m pted to Antigua 
by Derek Hugh, an engineer 
from Loughton in Essex, who 
is the country’s economic en¬ 
voy, who arranged for Lester 
Bird to take Data’ Tan on a 
helicopter tour 
of foe island to 
review sites. 

“We tried to 
encourage him 
to put it on 
the mainland.’’ 
Bird told The 
Times. “But he 
said foe island 
location was 
what would 
make the place 
unique." 

The develop¬ 
ment was ap¬ 
proved despite 
powerful concerns raised 
from conserva¬ 
tionists about foe deer sanctu¬ 
ary — which has now been 
relocated to Barbados — and 
the mangroves, which were 
heavily damaged by hurri¬ 
canes two years ago. Lester 
Bird argues that it is essential 


to kick-start the Antiguan 
tourism industry, which is 
responsible for 65 per cent of 
the country's GDP but has 
suffered from underinvest¬ 
ment over recent years. 

"The plant is becoming a 
little old and we were losing 
market share, particularly 
from the US," said Mr Bird. 
He and many in foe Antiguan 
hotels industry see Asian Vil¬ 
lage as a rapid way of expand¬ 
ing and upgrading the 
tourism industry to put it on a 
par with Barbados. 

But it is not so simple. The 
project is a giant step for 
Johan, which has assets of 
only $76 million. It is investing 
$40 million in the first stage 
alone, with Dato* Tan’s family 
providing another $40 million 
and banks foe rest They will 
also have to build a power 
plant and may need a desali¬ 
nation project to provide Asian 
Village’s water needs. 

The project will also bring in 
hundreds of Malaysian work¬ 
ers. How many is a matter of 
heated debate, but the figure of 
Z000 has been mentioned. If 
true, that number could 


jeopardise the deal. “The no¬ 
tion that there will be 2,000 
Asians is just not on and the 
Antiguan Government will 
not tolerate that," said Mr 
Bird. "Our agreement says 
that all employment will be 
offered to Antiguans first" 

While not confirming the 
2,000 figure, Dato’Tan admits 
that all initial contact staff for 
guests will be Asians, as wifi 
more than 100 craftsmen need¬ 
ed to carve detailed interiors 
for the 100 “six-star Balinese 
Villas, foe five-star 750-room 
Malaysian Hotel and foe four- 
star 500-room Thai Hotel. “We 
have a commitment to employ 
as many Antiguans as pos¬ 
sible." said Dato’ Tan. “Bui 
there is not the kind of 
expertise needed for a resort 
like Asian Village in Antigua.” 

Then there are worries 
about how Dato' Tan will fill 
his massive complex — and 
whether the mix of visitors will 
be as upmarket as he hopes. 
British tourism experts doubt 
whether Europeans would 
flock to an Asian Village in the 
Caribbean when it as cheap 
and nearly as convenient to 
travel to Asia itself. Dato’ Tan 
says Asian Village will be a 
unique experteice but admits 
the key markets will be foe US. 
Canada and Latin America. 


A nd then there is the 
issue of flights. The 
only scheduled 
flights from London 
to Antigua are on BWIA, the 
famously unreliable Trinidad 
carrier, and British Airways, 
which flies three times a week. 
Connections from the US are 
not much better, and from 
Latin America non-existant 
The prospect of Virgin At¬ 
lantic flying to Antigua next 
year has been raised and 
Dato* Tan says he is even 
willing to lease two Airbus 
320s to ferry holidaymakers 
from various parts of North 
and South America. Many of 
those customers are likely to 
be gamblers on junkets, not 
the sort of upmarket custom 
Antigua is hoping to attract 
All these worries prey on 
Caribbean minds. But as Asian 
Village is predicted to add an 
extra 30 per cent to Antiguals 
GNP and nearly double its tax 
revenue, its potential domi¬ 
nates the economy and gives 
Dato’Tan immense power. He 
smites ai the idea. “That’s what 
I like about if 


to Antij 
famous 


THIS morning, as you ponder 
which sweater will be warm 
enough, spare a thought for 
Alison Streeter, who in her 
saner moments trades for¬ 
ward rupiahs and rands for 
Standard Chartered. She also 
swims, the further and the 
colder the better, and holds the 

record for the Channel with 36 

crossings. Streeter will be 
jumping into Dover harbour, 
oh, probably as you read this 
if you tend towards a late 
Saturday breakfast 
“We’ve always had an un¬ 
derstanding among cold water 
swimmers that the first week¬ 
end in May is the first time we 
put our bodies through hell," 
the Queen of the Channel tells 
me This entails a ten-minute 
dip. about foe longest the body 
can stand, an hour-and-a-half 
to warm up again, and then 
repeat foe procedure. It hardly 
bears thinking about Stiff, 
tomorrow she Dies to Bail, for 
a conference on the rupiah. 
The thought of which is proba¬ 
bly about all that is keeping 
her going. 

□ AS MY contribution to the 
first anniversary of the Glori¬ 
ous Revolution, I pass oatoyou 
a new buzzword from the spin- 
doctors at new Labour. Harri¬ 
et Harman used it yesterday 
at the International Women's 
Forum, an event from which I 
was inexplicably barred, to 
describe the Government’s at¬ 
tempts to make us all take out 
pensions. Financial citizen¬ 
ship. There. You heard it from 
me first, and by golly, you wilt 
be hearing it again. 


Medical bill 



AS IF to prove the Citi¬ 
corp/Travelers Group merger 
is determined to be the biggest 
in Just about everything, it has 
just brought forth the biggest 
donation ever to any US univ¬ 
ersity. Sandy Weill, foe Trav¬ 
elers chief executive, has given 


$100 million to Cornell, his 
alma mater in upstate New 
York. The cheque will knock a 
huge hole in his earnings as he 
took home just $230 million 
lastyear, poor lamb. In return 
Cornell will name its medical 
school after him and his wife 
Joan. 


U RECALLING the old joke 
about the boss’s son who 
worked his way from the bot¬ 
tom of the company to the top 
and said it was the most ex¬ 
hausting week of his life, a 
board announcement comes 
in from Amstrad. Simon Sug¬ 
ar is the new commercial di¬ 
rector. Eldest son of Alan, as 
fide would have it, and aged 
about 30. with nine years’ ex¬ 
perience at the company. I am 
asked not to be too hard on 
the Sugar brood, who I am as¬ 
sured work almost as hard as 
their dad. so I merely pass on 
the fact that brother Daniel is 
employed by Tottenham Hot¬ 
spur, prop A Sugar, and sister 
Louise works for the family 
property firm. 










Tunnel of love 

ftSE THE house where Nell 
eTrav- Gw Y nn used t0 entertain 
c " Charles II is being auctioned 
8wen this month. Healey & Baker is 
— selling the 1640 property in 
Windsor, along with two ad- 
7 joining buildings, and reckons 
^ / they could be worth as much 
^4 as £750,000. Nell Gwynn’s 
7j home is now, predictably, Nell 
l Gwynn’s gift shop-and tea- 

f) rooms, with the usual Done- 

k! i gal sweaters. Tower erf London 

nJ Jyl| lea towels and foe other beri- 
jF fcr il! tage industry flotsam. I as- 
57 ^ fear sume. But it features a tunned 
leading to foe castle. Now 
—-blocked off, paparazzi please 
note, but I dare say it could be 
unsealed. Or perhaps HRH 
could put in a competing bid? 

‘ Martin Waller 




unosh Tank commander under fire 
£5 replies with charm offensive 
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T imes readers can save up 
to 50 per cent or more on a 
wide range of adventure 
activities until July 31,1998. 

They are all featured in our 
Wild Spirits supplement (free with 
last Saturdays Times). 

• Book your visit in advance by 
telephone with one of foe centres 
listed in the supplement and 
attach four differently numbered 
tokens from The Times to the 
coupon which will appear again 
on Tuesday. 

• Each completed coupon 
entitles you to any offer featured, 
either as an individual, a family 
or with friends. Our offer prices 
are followed by the normal cost 
in brackets. 

• A total of 13 tokens and five 
coupons will be printed in 
The Times until Saturday May 9. 
enabling you to try as many as 
force different activities ff you wish. 



British Sub Aqua Chih. Tel: 0500 947202. Learn K) scuba efive ai one of 
500 branches nationwide. Offer from £1250 (E2$. First 500 to register 
and cake ihtir Scuba Experience will receive a FREE BSAC Sport Diver 
Manual (£13). PAD I Internationa] Ltd, BristoLTeb 0117-9711717 ext 17 
for booking and details of your nearest centre. Mote than 80 UK centres. 
Two-fonone offer Discover Scuba pool and theory sessions of around 
ane-and-a-half hours E20-E50. Book on above number and send tokens 
and coupon direct io your chosen centre. Dol-Fm Divers. Adul Island. 
Co Maya Tet 00353 98 45473. Family offer; indudes discover scaba/try 
a dive, snorkel trip, pier jumping. Island Jour piss packed lunch, hot 
showers and changing rooms. £50 for family erf four, two adults and 
two children. (£100). Also adults E20 each (Ml). 

_ SAMJNtyiMVEW KAYAK/WMtDtmraW) _ 

Hamble School of Yachting. Td: 01703 452 068. Offer sailing weekend 
with tuition, including onboard accommodation and food for just E7&50 
per person (£157). Valid August to October only. Great Adventures. 
Graiham Water Centre. Huntingdon. Tet 014808I052L residential 
weekend includes windsurfing and dinghy sailing. Offer £70 per adoh, 
child free (E120). Spirit of Adventure. Tel 01822 S80277. Kayak weekend 
on the River Wye May 22-25. Offer £8350 including camping and food 
(ElfiT). Outward Bound That Cumbria. Tet 0990134227. Offer: sorf and 
safl weekend, residential. aB-indusive £6250 [£12^. Aq uaspor ts. RcdhiH. 
Surrey. Tet 01737 644288. Dinghy safling/windsurfing. Offer, two-hour 
taster session E1Z50 (£2S). Monday or Friday evenings SJXWJOpra. 
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TOMORROW: WINDSURFING AND WET BIKING 


D uring foe seemingly 
endless auction of 
Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cats, there can have been few 
hotter seats than that occupied 
by Sir Colin Chandler, foe 
chairman of Vickers. 

It was nothing to do with 
foe pressure of BMW and 
Volkswagen battling it out for 
foe luxury carmaker, mind — 
foe sweltering warmth was 
simply a product of a faulty 
central heating mechanism in 
his office. 

Key meetings must have 
resembled scenes from foe 
film Twelve Angry Men, in 
which Henry Fonda leads a 
sweating, stinking mass of 
jurors through trial delibera¬ 
tions at die height of a filthy 
New York summer. Press 
briefings with Sir Colin were 
stiflingty uncomfortable; even 
with imported fans running at 
full tilt, it was an executive 
sauna. 

In spite of foe distraction of 
the wonky thermostat the 
rampant spin-doctoring from 
both BMW and Volkswagen, 
and foe patriotic bowls or Ins 
own shareholders. Sir Colin 
has managed to retain an 
easy-going public style during 
the Roffs sale. 

Those who expected a 
bloodbath at the annual meet¬ 
ing earlier this week would 
have been disappointed. Yes, 
there were impassioned com¬ 
plaints from shareholders 
who were devastated at the 
thought oF Rolls-Royce leav¬ 
ing British hands, but the 
interjections from the floor 
were nothing less than polite 
and were even a little deferen¬ 
tial at times. 

This may have had some¬ 
thing to do with the intimidat¬ 
ing architecture of tiie London 
Arena meeting haff. Directors 
peered down from an uplit 
platform, themselves dwarfed 
by flying-V logos and dark 
fabric hangings. The overall 
effect was suggestive of a 
Mosleyite rally on the set of 
Star Trek. 

The deference certainly had 
something to do with Sir 
Colin's public charm. Profes¬ 
sor Donald Loogmore. one of 

the Rolls-Royce enthusiasts 

who have spent months pre¬ 
paring foe way for a British 
bid. decried tine sale of Rolls 
as a “tragedy for UK pic" and 







Sir Colin Chandler, the Vickers chief selling Rolls-Royce 

then went out of his way to For four years. Sir Colin was 
congratulate Sir Colin for his head of defence export ser- 
bandJing of foe gathering. vices at the Ministry of De- 
_ Throughout the meeting. Sir fence. Before that he worked 
Colin’s responses were leav- for British Aerospace and 
ened with conciliatory “Yes. Hawker Sidddey and was in- 
sirs" and “No. sirs", and a spot votved in lucrative arms ex- 

of forelock-tugging before Brit- port negotiations with Saudi 
am’s industrial heritage. U was Arabia, 
nothing less than his genteel When Sir Colin took the 
audience de- helm „ 


manded. _ 

3 IN THE 
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record at 
Vickers de¬ 
serves. A Bermondsey boy 
who began his engineering 
career as an apprentice at De 
Haviffand. he was promoted 
to the post of chief executive in 
June 1992, having become 
managing director in 1990. 

He had joined Vickers in 
1989 after a spell in WhitehalL 


Bom: October 7,1939. 
■Education: Left school at 1 6, 
Careen Hawker Skkfetoy 
and British Aerospace, then 
Head of Defence Export 


For four years. Sir Colin was 
head of defence export ser¬ 
vices at the Ministry of De¬ 
fence. Before that he worked 
for British Aerospace and 
Hawker Siddeley and was in¬ 
volved in lucrative arms ex¬ 
port negotiations with Saudi 
Arabia. 

When Sir Colin took foe 
helm at 

-Vickers, 

-i Rolls-Royce 

Zj Motor Cars 

had dragged 
• the group 

into a £12.4 
million loss 

-H_J for 1991. 

Amid foe re¬ 
cession, Its sales had dived 

from 3J200 cars in 1990 to 1.500 

the following year. 

The Vickers share price con¬ 
tinued to fell after Sir Colin’s 
arrival, faring worse than 
shares in other engineers as 
thty dropped from a level of 
about 15Gp before troughing at 


Service® at the MoD. Joined 

i!?2 l' exeajtiy e 
1992. Chairman from 1997. 

Paul Buysse just made suc¬ 
cessor as chief executive 


less than 70p. The shares have 
recovered in foe intervening 
years, but have still signifi¬ 
cantly underperformed the 
FTSE 350 engineering index. 

The medical businesses 
have been sold. Rolls is going 
too, of course, leaving Vickers 
as a ragbag collection of 
businesses, ranging from the 
uninspiring Cosworth high- 
performance engines to 
Kamewa marine propulsion, 
which is ia much better shape. 

The tanks division was snub¬ 
bed recently in a huge contract 
for a “battlefield taxT for 
European forces. Sir Colin's 
daim that it was a stitch-up by 
Germany in favour of its own 
companies has angered GKN. 
part of foe winning bid, which 
points out dot it will have a 
half-share of its Anglo-German 
consortium. 

Yet Sir Colin's defence back¬ 
ground makes it hard to imag¬ 
ine Vickers pulling out of 
armoured vehicles, however 
tough the running. 

Past displays of loyally in 
this field have come home to 
roost. With Sir Janies Blyth. a 
former head of defence sales at 
the MoD and now Lord Blyth 
oFRowington. Sir Colin sprang 
to foe side of Jonathan Aitken 
when The Guardian made 
allegations about his business 
links with the Arab world in 
1995. In a letter to 77ie Times, 
Sir Colin and Lord Blyth 
praised Mr Aitken’s contribu¬ 
tion to “the interests of the UK 
and its industry". 

There are signs that Vickers 
is shedding some of foe bag¬ 
gage and grandeur accumu¬ 
lated in its long history. The 
head office, high In Miflbank 
Tower and offering a vertigi¬ 
nous view from Sir Colin’s 
office, is fating moved to a 
more humble site. This strate¬ 
gic retreat — that Is all it is at 
foe moment — is bring carried 
out under immense pressure: 
first from foe threatened bid by 
Mayflower and now by die 
manoeuvrings of Volkswagen 
in the sale of Rolls-Royce. 

Sir Colin boasted at the 
annual meeting of the ability 
of a British tank to take big 
hits and keep on fimetioning- 
He and his company have 
absorbed quite a pounding so 
far. The shells are stiff falling. 

Adam Jones 
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Interest rate hopes send 
shares back over 6,000 


Amsterdam: 

AEX index_ 


Frankfurt: 

DAX- 


r fire 
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SHARE prices climbed back 
above the 6,000 level as they 
extended this week’s rally in 
the belief that domestic inter¬ 
est ratesjhad peaked and diar 
a rise in US interest rates has 
| 4 been put on hokL 
" Emnornic news from both 
sides of die Atlantic proved 
favotn-able with both the Brit¬ 
ish and CJS purchasing man¬ 
agers surveys showing a 
surprise-drop. Market bulls 
said it provided further hard 
evidence that inflation was 
under control. 

It also provided London 
with the excuse to extend the 
gains of die past th ree d ays. In 
thin -trading the FTSE 100 
index dosed 82.0 up at 6,0103. 
It stretches the lead on die 
week to;M6.4. The total num¬ 
ber of shares traded yesterday 
was a meagre 678 million. 

A “‘bay* recommendation 
from Credit Lyonnais Europe, 
the broker, lifted British En¬ 
tergy I9p to 564p.lt reckons the 
^shares are 20 per cent too 
cheap and has set a target 
-price , of 650p. A total of 3 
million shares had traded by 
the close. 

T1 Group touched 540p 
before dosing Ip tighter at 
536p. Brokers have been pick¬ 
ing up stock ahead of a 
presentation in the City on 
June L and say we can expect 
some positive news. The 
shares have underperformed 
the rest of the market by 23 per 
cent, so far, this year. 

Reports of a downgrade by 
its own house broker SBC 
Warburg Dillon Read left 
Abbey National nursing a frill 
of 8 p at £11.15 in a rising 
market Warburg has reduced 
', its target price for the shares to 
$*0220 and cut its profit fore¬ 
cast for the current year from 
£L58 .bilfiqn to £152 billion. 

Some ■ positive comments 
“from Cazenove. the broker, 
attracted fresh support for the 
insurance composites. Top of 
its shopping list is Royal & 
SnnAHiance which responded 
with,, a rise of 32p to 700p. 
There were also gains for 
Commercial Union 49p to 
QL7U, General Accident 74p 1 
to .0430, and Guardian Roy¬ 
al Exchange 6 bp to 409**p. 
Credit -I^onnais Europe, the 
broker, continues to take a 
bearish view of the sector and 
maintains that flood damage 
claims will force brokers to 
downgrade their profit num¬ 
bers. This week’s new busi¬ 
ness numbers have gone some 
way to cushioning the foils. 
Meanwhile, Royal is being 
£ tipped as- one of die potential 
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Abbey fell 8 p after Warburg cut its forecast for die bank 


bidders for Hambro Insur¬ 
ance Sendees, up 16p to 124*2 p 
after confirming it had re¬ 
ceived a number of bid ap¬ 
proaches. This comes in the 
wake of the agreed bid, an¬ 
nounced earlier this week, for 
its parent company Hambros, 
the merchant bank, 4p dearer 
at 296*2 p, from Investec, the 
South African bank. 

Rafltrack retreated 29 l sp to 


ed with more than 6 million 
shares changing hands as die 
price raced up 64 p to 326p. 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 
and Merrill Lynch have been 
recommending the shares to 
clients this week and yester¬ 
day HSBC James Capel decid¬ 
ed to join the party. 

Nycomecf Amersham felt 
2Gp to £19.70. BT Alex. Brown, 
the broker, is worried about 


Speculative buying of Shield Diagnostics, up 7 * 2 p at 635p. has 
overshadowed rival Drew Scientific up24p at 92*2p. The buyers 
have come in for Shield on the bade of its Activated Factor 12 
blood test for detecting heart disease. But Drew has developed its 
own process, which has still to be reflected in the price. 


£10.63 amid growing concern 
that the group will have to 
increase expenditure on infra¬ 
structure in a week when 
further concerns have been 
expressed about safety. 

EMI Group, the subject of a 
bid approach, fell Ihp to600p. 
The mystery suitor is thought 
to be Seagram, the North 
American drinks group. But 
the speculators are worried 
that it may offer less than the 
60(^3 a share. 

BG was again heavily trad- 


pricing pressures in the 
healthcare division, which is 
undermining its value. The 
shares are trading at a 15 per 
cent premium to the market, 
which does not reflect the 
inherent risks, h warns. 

Videologic was a firm mar¬ 
ket adding 94p to 77p in heavy 
turnover that saw more than 3 
milli on shares change hands. 
Word is the group is currently 
in talks with Sega about a 
possible venture. 

Buying by private investors 



B41 Group-BOOp 

Chesterton.._.28p 

HaKax._800p 

Heritage Bathrooma._292p 

Eurothoim —.446%p 

Debenhams-.400p 

Hi-Tech Sports-48J4p 

Universal Salvage.55p 

Bfflam---77p 


+110ttp-Seagrams bid approach? 

- 8 p..Sumit bid talks end 

-3lfep_Share buy back operated 

+45ttp- Bid approach 


+45»p- Bid approach 

+98p--Stebe agreed bid 

+53p_Better than exp ecte d results 

+ 8 p___Company for sale 

-7%p ..—._— Proto warning 

-8p ..—_— Profits warning 


COCOA 
KJ77-I0M Jul 


KJ7M06S Jul - (177-1/W 

1043-1092 Sep-1194-1190 

1113-1112 Dec-unq 


. IU4-IIM 
. 1153-1150 
1166-1162 


ROBUSTA COFFEE® 

MJ-1B83-I80O J»n - 1690-1685 

Jm -- 1795-1390 MV 1660-1650 

Sep_ 1752-1748 May-nnq 

Nor_1720-1715 volume; 2627 


WHITE SUGAR (FOB) 

tanas ■ Mar 261*5921 

Spot unq Mat_266*63 jO 

tag —i_24&647J Aug-Z72A-67D 

On-,2506-19 J Oa-27E6-730 

Dee_„ 2S6.I-53J Volume 1589 


ICIS-LOR (London 6.00pm] 
CRUDE OILS (S/tarraJ FOB) 

Brent Physical_ 14-55 *080 

Brou 15 day pun)- 15-03 +080 

Bran IS day Pull- ISJD *080 

W Texas lmrrrnaLaK ponj 162)5 *<XS5 
W Texas Inimnerfrale UuJ) 1640 -KLB5 

PRODUCTS */Ml) 

Spot CIF NW Europe (prompt dettafy) 

Bill Offer 
Prankun Unld _ i$91*11 163 t*ll 

Gasoil EEC- 138 W) 140 HI 

15 Fuel Oil_ 74 f-2) 761-2) 

Naphtha- 129 (D/rt 1331+11 

TPB FUTURES (GNI Ud) 
GASOIL 

May_ 138-5CKH.7S Aug . I-MJO-H.7S 

Jon_140.50-40.75 Sep . 147.00-47.25 

Jul _ 14225-42250 Vol: 12991 


GNI LONDON GRAIN FUTURES 


12 FFE WHEAT 
WoaeE/0 


UFFE BARLEY 
(eteeC/q 


UFFE POTATO (C/Q Open dose 

May_IQS£ IIOO 

Jun-unq 11841 

Nov_ 781) 

volume: 87 


RUBBER (No I RSSC7fp/« 
JUn-47.73-48-25 


UFFE BIFFEX (GNI Ud SI0/p4 




MEAT A LIVESTOCK 
COMMISSION 

iwerese instock price* at represenuufte 
madEts on AmO 30 

ip/kgH Sheep Gate 

<*_ 69.11 774)6 8421 

t+H_ -099 -12-21 -2.11 

Eng/WkleE __69.11 MJ5.9I 83-22 

<+H_ -fl-99 -*3.73 -1.79 

«|__ -254) -60 -R0 

Sco tland; .. ._unq 83.97 8713 

<*■/-)_-5J2 -5-14 

CM_-384) *400 


BRENT (64ttpuU 

Jon_14.95-14.99 Sep — 15.79 SLR 

JUl _ I523-1S27 oa _ 15.90-164E 

AUg_15-54 SLR Vot 33567 



High 

LOW 

Cttse 

May 98 

urea 

— 958 

Jun 98 

— 

— 930 

Ml 98 

915 

915 

915 

Oa98 

una 

— 1053 

vot 1 loo 


Open intense 99 1 


(Official (Vote* prev da® 

Copper Gde Apnoone)- 

lead ismmne) - 

Zinc s pec H I Gde pnonnO - 

Tin Ctnottnel -- — 

Aluminium HI Gde ptianne) 
Mctel iS/ionnel —-- 


LONDON METAL EXCHANGE Rxtatf WoHT 
r»cfc- 18284V182941 3mdc I842XVIM3L, Vot 1983150 
541COM24M SS.OV5SSJ0 265200 

10794V10804) II064VI1074) 844225 

5830JV58354) 57254VS73dO 24785 

I4074VI4084) 14344VI434J 1498625 

54554VS4604) 55504V555S4> 106524 
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i M OB Jm M Oct M 

16 2P» M OS 15 If* 

ft 16V 2! £ 2f: £ 
83 I37VI54 % ST IM 

58 Mfelgfe ® fl2 

86 111 1® 26 40 49 

Sh Bftl® « 

4ft »■» 7ft 19 M 4ft 

2ft 45 54 * 5 ft 57 
3ft 55H 67 2ft » « 

16 3ft 44 5ft Wi S7 
43 61 84 25 45 JTi 

2ft 48 61 5T«t 89 « 

1501212 258 U 1 W 1 281 
# 165 208 1® IB 177 

87 IB 140 45 57 W1 

6 ft 891 lift TO 91 ®V 

& ® u 6 » 51 1 * S> 

431 72 80 58 70 811 

55 781 931 2< 37 f. 

3ft 53 59 49 G? 711 
81 93 1® 501 75 El 
ffl 711 851 77 103 HO 
9 15 18 1ft 15 «•» 

21 71 J01 Jfil 281 g, 
5* 7ft 9B » g 1 * 

321 a 741 63 781 89 
31 i24 1471 6Z1 811 97 
87 i® i2?1 AM 
T34 1951246 

87 14711871 M2 1® 2B1 
id 217 266112'’!®'’?® 
111? 171121ft 178 
7ft ® lift 181 38 . 

4ft 70 901 SB »1 60 

K lift IS!* £. 

59 54 1221 5ft BZ1 951 
SB 961111 £ HI 73 
331 72 87 751 941 ®1 
43 6 ft 711 W ai a 
231 371 47 4ft 53 5ft 
531 741 « 3f» » * 
291 511 6*1 54 B Jft 

toft 1441174 ’“J* 

.79 12211491 811113 «2 
sa 74 M 1ft ® * 
am 481 581 » 511 54 
45 ® — 351 SH ~ 

2ft « - 71 W ~ 

79 3811171 5 g 4ft 
511 721 93 *1 56 631 


a 950 74 115 1«1 83 11211g;» 

W 950 SB 7811® 481 581 671 

r9641) 1000 361 571 771 2 87 951 

VodAn 650 6 < 8611021 35 50 561 

7W> ai 621 781 62 751 84 
W»4r, 32« <3 50 - ft 151 - 

f-350] 354 251 3ft - 21 281 - 


850 36 8411101 201 56 74*: 

90C 1ft 61 aff 1 , 51 83 «®1 

a® 33 751 IOC 211 49 B 

9® 12 511 78 50 75 95 


330 151 16 - 


r-350] 354 251 3ft — D 281 - 

Zmca 25® 2091 2901 362 E11M1173 
r-2961) 26® 157 239*» 31111291192 Z2) 

hdwihr Mg 


1 01 - 151 151 - 
13 28 38 7 1ft » 
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- J — — 


— 41 23 - 


729 231 59 - M « - 


3® 12 28 381 ft I?* ^ 

3® ? HI 231 261 35V ® 

430 2ft 351 47 *1 ^2 

480 4V 18 29 251 381 « 

1050 41 glim »1 * 61 
11® 18 52 Ml 49 701 85 

a® 10 27 35 5 14 18 

2® ft 18 251 17 241 Zft 

330 171 30 4?r fl (ft »V 

360 4 z2 291 2V 341 401 


SO 18 ® 39 ft 121 17 


200 7 2D 291 1ft g » 

BSD 4ft 7ft 92 ft 27 
9® 171 ® 641 2B1 481 S3 


rS72) 8® 8 301 451 321 48 Ml 

LU Bee 240 151 26 2S1 2 «!£» 

1*253) 2® 41 151 1ft 10 161 £1 

jg pp; jaa E)bc 

86 306 25 — — 71 — 

r-3BS*a) 330 12 241 331 171 SJ1 30 

tow 420 271 <31 55 IB 29 37 

r£j7M 460 111 261 38 « 501 58 

B. 8h ® 101 151 21 6 91 13 

I*SJI 70 ft HI Ift 111 151 181 

Cuma I® ft 131 Ift < 6 £ 

ntWd 11 O 4 S 1ft 9 11 ni 

ihon 550 Cl C 61 121 30 341 

r577) BBS 19 381 ift £1 56 * 

as 560 W. 87 1® 201 3S c 
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kntfa 1M0 731I07VU2 ift 41 S 

7"lWft7 1050 45 Bft 1® 39 631 75 

GU5 1 ®0 n lift 1341 1ft H 44 
(-908) 9® 45 81 88 341 S11 «» 

rat 158 9® 531 891 n7 M 7D1 » 

W 33 66>r 93 73 %W 
Lonfit 4® 41 561 — 10 31 - 

440 1ft 35 — 271 361 — 
Nnndl 420 431 611 73 ft 2ft 281 

SSj 460 22 401 54 261 39 4ft 

C4441] 4® 23 42 56 321 45 531 

toRrd 1050 65 1® 1291 46 671 *1 

r-1080) 11® 42 79 UM1 6ft 9311l£ 
LtPM 550 3 SI 6*1 3B 411 4ft 

(‘SHU B« 11 30 <4 64 721 7ft 

Tenat HO ft 14 16 4 5r B 

rilB) 120 4 9 11 9 10 13 

LrtSfi 330 29 3ft 441 5 13 1ft 

EmT 3® 12 211 a 17 27 31 

LSi 650 42 65 7ft 181 32 411 

7*66511 TO 1ft 411 55 46 58 tt 


Ml 30 411 4ft 
<4 64 721 7ft 
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HV «1 61 

16 31 43 
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2ft 34 44 S ®1 
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(Hit 35p on Staffware at 
642*2 p. Just 71,000 shares had 
changed hands by the close. 

Streamline Holdings, 
27^ dearer at 297‘a p, is the 
latest target for fast growing 
Jarvis, 21 bp higher at 685p. It 
has made a recommended 
offer of £184.5 million for the 
road services and building 
products group. Jarvis has 
made a number of sizable 
acquisitions that has helped 
lift its share price from a low of 
134p last year. 

A profits warning left 
Brunei Holdings nursing a 
fall of 2p at 9 ’a p. The engineer 
says business in the paper and 
tobacco industries had fallen 
short of expectations and 
would affect profits in the 
second half. 

Roger Luard, chief executive 
of Hntech, down M^p at 
476p, is on sick leave because 
of problems with his eyesight 
He is unlikely to return before 
Christmas and may be offered 
a package of £35 million. 

Shares of Chesterton Inter¬ 
national returned from sus¬ 
pension and promptly fell 8p 
to 28p after confirming earlier 
this week that bid talks with 
Sumit had been terminated. 
Sir William Wells, chairman, 
took advantage of the weak¬ 
ness to top up his holding with 
the acquisition of a further 
150.000 shares at various 
prices up to 29p. It stretches 
his holding to 2.06 million 
shares, or 2.44 per cent 

□ GILT-EDGED: Bond 
prices manage to extend 
Thursday’s rally with gains 
stretching to more than £1 
among longer-dated issues. 
Once again they took their 
lead from firmer US Treasury 
bonds and were further en¬ 
couraged by the weaker than 
expected US National Associ¬ 
ation of Purchasing Manag¬ 
ers’ survey. 

In the futures pit the June 
series of the long gilt rose 
£' 1 1 & to £I09 S i6 in thin trading 
that saw 67.000 contracts com¬ 
pleted. The short future also 
put on £033 at £10336 with 
272 contracts completed. 
Among conventional issues 
Treasury 8 per cent 2021 
finished EPia better at 
£129* *32, while at the shorter 
end Treasury 7 per cent 2002 
was £ 5 i6 firmer at E1Q3 ,9 32. 

□ NEW YORK: Wall Street 
shares were mixed in early 
trading with money flowing 
into secure blue chips and out 
of smaller technology com¬ 
panies. At midday the Dow 
Jones industrial average was 
up 40.11 at 9,103.48. 


Brussels: 

General __ 

Paris: 

Cat-40- 


Zurich: 

SKA Gen . 


AB Airlines 9S1 

ARM Hides (575) 820 
Aberdeen Cnvtble C 99 
Advent 2 ver 102 

Captain OM Watts (4) 5 
Close Bros AIM VCT 100 
Desire Petroleum 1461 


Do 85% env Ln 2005 1091 


Do Warrants 
DozeroDfvPrf 
Hartford Grp 


1 NVESCOGrdOpps till 


LLP Croup 
Murray ver 3(100) 
Ottakars 

Oxford GJycoscncs 
Qu ester VCT 2 
Transport Dev B 


Avocet Mining n/p (60) i s < 

Preeprt LeLs n/p (325) 43 
Guinness Pt nip (20) 12 
Memory Cp n/p (20) I]** - » 

Mon OU & Gas n/p (55) T* - \ 

Radstone Tech n/p (40) 71 + 1 


RISES: 

REA ... 

Character Gp. 

ASance&Lfltc. 

SunLjfe&P. 

Ryi BkScot ... 

REXAM .... 

Unilever... 

Orange.... 

Legal & Gen-- 

Scot & New__ 

Safeway —... 

Strums inds- 

Ladbroke- 

Jarvis —.——- 

FALLS: 

Micro Focus... 

Ftextech _ 

Lex Service- 

Carlton Comm .. 

BIG.—.—. 

Laporle ..— 

Closing Prices 


. 185p(+20p) 
292’ip (+31 p) 
890p (+54p) 
. BlOp (+3Sp) 
. 975p (+S2p) 
. 289p(+t4p) 
. 668p(+3lp) 
447 1 sp(+ 18p) 
. ?44p (+27p) 
930p (+26p) 
3errjp(+tip) 
890p (+29’jp) 
340p (+U’«p) 
685p(f21’<>) 


522 1 4> (-30p) 
476p (-16hp) 

- 588p (-19p) 
S20p(-151p) 

- B42p(-m 
.. 794p(-11p) 
Page 24 


Uay - 76JO May-«UO 

Jul-- 79-00 Sep-7300 


Sep_ 7500 Nov-7500 

Nov_nxo I Jan- 7700 


Jan_7900 Mar-79X0 

volume 397 I volume 10 


Long GQt 

Previous open Inierat 3 

German Govt Bond (Bund) 
Previous open [merest 132125 

Five Year G3t 
Previous open (merest 997$ 

Italian Govt Bond (FTP) 

Previous open imeresi 132693 

Japanese Govt Bood (JGB) 


High 

Low 

Sett 

Vol 

ID9-I9 

IOA-23 

109-10 

109.47 

68187 

0 

107.40 

10700 

106.91 

106.75 

107 J9 
106.95 

43481 

1048 

103.41 

100.14 

10 QJ6 

10171 

272 

0 

I19J4 

I19jbb 

118-50 

119 AO 

119.22 
119.70 

28935 

38 

13140 

13154 

I3IAT 

131.47 

13157 

13152 

1090 

72 


Three Mdi Sterling 


Prevtwsopen 

Three Mdi 
Previous open 

Three Mth 
previous open 

Three Mlh 

Previous open 

Three Mth 

Previous open 

FTSE K)0 

Previous open 


ImeresJ 896733 

Eunxnark 
Intem 23343S4 

Eurolira 
I merest tOOiaot 

Enroswiss 
Inures 148591 

ECU 

lmerest 47195 


Inreresi 167423 


Base Rales Clearing Banks 7U Finance Hse 8 

Discount Maziet Loans Omight high: ft low 6*< week fixed; 7V 

Treasury Bills (DiStiBuy: 2 mth &S. : J mth b-l* . Sen: 2 mlh : 3 nwh: 6“-. 


local Authority Depe 
SterCns CDs 
Dollar CDs 


I mth 

2 m* 

3 raft 

6 mth 

Unrifa 

TwT. 

7*^7'. 

TmrT. 

7V7V 


7V7*. 

■nrVha 

7ftr7"a 

7°u-7 l V 

T'rTa 

7V7*. 

ft. 

7“b-7'Vi 

7^-7’V 

7ftr7"n 

7"+-7*» 

7'« 

n/a 

7*1. 

7*. 

7V 

Tr 7*. 

7vr. 

r P 7». 

7' i b-7’» 

T-W.. 

534 

nra 

538 

$.66 

5.80 

7“r7'«n 

7 u «-7"» 

T a o-7 u K 

7V7 1 . 

TwT. 


TREASURY BILLS: Applets 6588m allotted: 6100m: Bids: 198-270% received: 45%. 
Last week: £98255% received: 95%: Avge rate: £6-9342% las wk £6.9952%: Nea week: 
ClOOra. 


Cttnency 

7 day 

lull 

Snub 

hath 

Can 

DoOair 

5V5*. 

5V5V 



5W* 

DttasdieamiG 

Pwir* 

3V3V 

3"»r3V 


4-3 

Freatfa Franc 



3 ll ir31. 


Yr-24 

Swiss Flue 

IVIV. 

l'uelV 

1V1‘. 

IV14 

IW 

Yea: 



Vn 


1 -par 


Boffiom Open S30bJ0-306iO Owe: J3Q5JO-30600 Hi^t $3063M06JO 
Lok rM5.40-305.90 AM: 5306.10 PM: *306.90 


Kragerrand: 8307iX>-309d0 (£I84JOO-186 jOO) 

Platinum: £397.00 {£238.75) SQver:S620S (£3.715) PaHadhare 8363.00 (C2I8JQ 




Mki Rates for May 1 

Atnstcntam - 

Brussels- 

Copenhagen- 

Dublin- 

Frankfort—- 

Lisbon- 

Madrid- 

Milan- 

Montreal- 

New vork- 

Oslo_ 

part#- 

Stockholm—— 

Tokyo——- 

Vienna —- 

Zurich.-.-- 

SoanxExrd 


Range 

32363-3J7S8 

61.113-61J90 

11-300-1)436 

I.I76M.W23 

2962942.9989 
303-58-XT7^9 
25) 59-254 £7 

zms-isziA 
23833-23939 
1^655-1.6724 
12313-12456 
9.9239-10X152 
12794-J2950 
22131-22290 
20.848-2 M 05 
24826-25064 


dose l month 3 month 

33363-33392 IVJlpr 3>r3pr 

61.113-61227 22-lBpr 58-53pr 

11300-11312 V*pr 1-’^ 

1.1762-1.1786 14-7pr 44*34pr 

29629-29655 JWpr 2M»*pr 

303.56-30193 V.pr 21 - 2 .pr 

25139-25134 73^3pr 204-186pr 

2923.7-29273 64-49pr )88-l67pr 

23833-23856 fXSM33pr IXWtflfipr 

1-6655-16665 027M257pr Q.72*0697pr 
12313-12328 V.pr 1-M» 

9.92399.9332 V.pr V^rr 
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New York (midday): 

DOW JOdS-9105.48 (+40.11) 

S&P CompOSUe- 1115.10 (*2-35} 



Tokyo: 

Nikkei Average- i560i.ioho.iq 


Hong Kong: 

Hang Seng -- 10563LS (~iaOJXH 


1187^2 (+60-20) 


Sydney: 

AO- 28042 1*4211 


-5107.44 (-1.04) 


18284.80 (*316.629 


.3880.92 (+146.99) 


- 1S220O (+21.60) 


London: 

FT 30 - 3872BM9.fi) 

FTSE 100- 60103 (+820) 

FTSE 250 _ 5653d (*422) 

FTSE 350 - 20952 (*36.11 

FTSE Euro lap 100_ 2778.97 (*16.401 

FTSE Ah-Share__ 2822.77 (+3178) 

FTSE Non Financials - 282722 (+31.37) 

FTSE Fixed Interest_ 142J7 (+13MI 

FTSE Govt Secs-105-38 (-0.61) 

Baisains_i_ 61643 

seaQ volume- 678.7m 

US8-li*55 HX0071) 

German Mark- 2.9644 (-00372) 

Exchange inddi-10&3HOI 

Bank or Errgland oinciai dose (4pm) 

LECU-15154 

t:SDK-10405 

RN- 1600 Mar 03%) Jan 1987=100 

RFDl-158.9 MBT (20%) Jan 1987= 100 


Accentuate the positive 


IT IS hard to over-estimate die importance of 
sentiment as a driving force behind share 
price movements. Positive sentiment is one of 
the fairest winds that can blow with investors. 
Get mixed up in negative vibes, on the other 
hand, and you are caught in a decidedly more 
chilly draught 

Ask shareholders in BAT Industries, the 
tobacco and financial services company. BAT 
shares have underperformed relative to the 
stock market average by 15 per cent over the 
past year and by 35 per cent over die past five 
years. Even yesterday, in a rising market and 
when first-quarter figures pleased most 
observers. BAT shares could do no more than 
add 6p to close at 570p. 

Of course there are concrete concerns. The 
chief ones are on the tobacco side and involve 
the legal actions and the volatilities of new 


consumer markets of the developing worlcL 
On the financial services side, pension mis¬ 
sel ling remains a wony. But the addictive 
nature of tobacco smoking surely bodes well 
for tobacco companies, if not the health of 
individuals. 

Best of all. however, is the forthcoming 
demerger of the financial services side and 
simultaneous merger with the Zurich Group. 
This should mean that BAT shareholders will 
soon be able to divorce themselves from the 
tobacco side. A group including the names 
Zurich, Eagle Star and Fanners is surely one 
worth following, and it may be worth buyins 
these shares as a way into that entity. 

Using classic pie and dividend yield mea¬ 
sures, BAT shares are cheap. But do not look 
for quick profits. Negative sentiment continues 
ro undermine prospects for the shares. 


Unilever 


UNILEVER is now, offi¬ 
cially. a stock market dar¬ 
ting. For a company with 
so many potential trouble- 
spots. it seems to have 
effortlessly glided through 
the first quarter with vol¬ 
ume sales up 5 per cent 

Even its heavy exposure 
to the economic turmoil in 
the Ear East has left but a 
£30 million dent in E754 
million of profits. 

Niall FitzGerald is sit¬ 
ting comfortable with £3 
billion in the hank, and the 
Shares have gone into 
orbit 

Too expensive? Certain¬ 
ly. Its shares trade on 27 
times forecast earnings — 
and for a food company 
destined for single-digit 
earnings growth this is 
extremely demanding. 

But value, in this case, 
has nothing to do with it 


Jarvis 


JARVIS shares were trading 
lower than 5p in 1 994, die 
year new management arri¬ 
ved. The group was then a 
fatal combination of con¬ 
struction and property, 
mauled by the recession. 

The shares dosed at 68Sp 
yesterday as the market re¬ 
acted warmly to another 
imminent deal from Paris 
Moayedi, the Jarvis chief 
executive, and his team. 

The cornerstone of this 
recovery has been Britain’s 
post-privatisation railway 
network. Jarvis renews and 
maintains railway track for 
Rafltrack. Much of the work, 
concentrated in the North of 
England and Scotland, is 
likal by investors for being 
relatively long term and 
secure. 

The £188 million bid for 
Streamline sees Jarvis at¬ 
tempting to duplicate this 
success in roads, while using 
Streamline’s existing over¬ 
seas operations to expand 
internationally. One aim is to 
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The FTSE 100 is becoming a 
polarised momentum-drive 
market, heavily awarding 
companies which deliver 
and brutally punishing those 
that fail. 

As Unilever is making 
light work of a difficult 
sector, it qualifies for the 
wonderstock status until it 
makes a mistake of epic 
proportions. 


The danger with Unilever 
lies in its bank balance. Mr 
FitzGerald is under pressure 
to find something to spend it 
on. and with £10 billion of 
firepower he will be tempted 
to over pay. 

Food companies are not 
cheap at the moment But 
Unilever shares seem set to 
continue their run for some 
time to come. 
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bring the urgency of rail 
maintenance work, where 
time overruns are deadly, to 
road services, says Moayedi. 
Jarvis also wants to expand 
the airport runway servicing 
side of Streamline's business, 
which is embryonic but 
promising. 

Jarvis predicted yesterday 
that earnings per share for 
1997-98 will be 253p or more, 
putting the shares cm a p/e of 
27.1. A big premium to the 
market, but yesterday's deal 
opens new doors. 


Gieves 


GIEVES GROUP may have 
returned to the black in the 
year to January 31, but there 
is still a lot of work that needs 
to be done. 

Shareholders have seen the 
Savile Row tailor’s share 
price tumble from a high of 
82p towards the end of 1996 to 
a tow of 72hp in late 1997 as a 
result of the company’s disas¬ 
trous investment in Knicker- 
box, the lingerie outlet 

Gieves invested EJ.7 mil¬ 


lion in Knickerbox. which it 
was forced to write off when 
the business was placed in re¬ 
ceivership in December. 
Since then the share price has 
recovered slightly, although 
it is still languishing at 37*2 p. 

Simon Gibbs, chief execu¬ 
tive, is confident that now the 
troublesome Knickerbox di¬ 
vision has been disposed of. 
the company will be free to 
make some steady progress. 

The 21 per cent improve¬ 
ment in like-for-like sales at 
the Lime Street store since its 
refit and reopening in Sep¬ 
tember. and a simlar trend at 
the revamped Chester store, 
are encouraging. 

However, foe groups oper¬ 
ations in the turmoil-plagued 
Asian region and exposure to 
the strength of sterling are of 
some concern. 

The City has basically 
washed its hands of the com¬ 
pany and no forward earn¬ 
ings forecasts are available. 
Until some stronger earnings 
numbers are put forward it is 
probably best for investors to 
look elsewhere. 
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Tories cash in on country marchers 

□ Organisers of the Countryside March are under investigation 

for selling a list of 30,000 members’ names and addresses to the 
Tory party. People on the list promptly received a personal letter 
from Wiliam Hague seeking donations for a fighting fund “to 
provide a voice for the countryside” and while some responded 
with donations of up to £1.000, others were angry that their 
membership was being exploited.-.Page I 

Court move to protect Bell’s daughter 

□ The High Court barred Mary Bell’s partner from disclosing 
details about her daughter, 14, as the Attorney-General 
admitted he was powerless to stop payments to the child killer. 
The Official Solicitor took legal action to protect the girl Page I 


Euro decision date 

The euro today becomes a reality 
for 1! countries as the EU takes the 
biggest leap for integration since 
the Common Market was founded 
in 1957.Pages 1,12 

PC raped women 

A police officer was day convicted 
of raping two women and inde¬ 
cently assaulting a third after tak¬ 
ing them out on dates.... Page L 3 

Gardai strike 

Four out of five Irish police officers 
phoned in sick as part of a protest 
over wages.Page 2 

Legal aides 

Lord Bingham of Comhill.the 
Lord Chief Justice, is backing a 
drive to encourage solicitors to do 
more unpaid work-Page 4 

Life for ‘two strikes’ 

An ex-ormed robber was jailed for 
life under a “two strikes and out" 
law for those guilty oF a repeat 
violent or serious sexual 
offence.PageS 


Seal slaughter fears 

The lifting of a ban on shooting 
common seals around Shetland 
has raised fears of a slaughter that 
could repel tourists-Page 6 

Hello bappies! 

Magazines have been launched 
for bappies — stylish children of 
affluent professionals in their late 
twenties or thirties who love 
travel__— Page 7 

Nazi battle averted 

German police beat back an at¬ 
tempt to start a full-scale battle 
between left-wingers and neo- 
Nazis .Page 13 

Genocide admitted 

Jean Kambanda, Rwanda’s for¬ 
mer Prime Minister, pleaded 
guilty to six counts of genocide and 
crimes against humanity Page 16 

Paris riots’ secret 

A man was killed by a police stun 
grenade in the 1963 Paris riots but 
the death was covered-up to save a 
teetering Government__Page 17 


£35,000 for RAC’s top members 

□ Twelve-thousand-and-sixty-five members of the Royal Auto¬ 
mobile Club — who pay between £454 and £623 a year for full 
membership — are to be asked whether they want to accept a 
windfall of up to £35.000 each after a US corporation offered to 
buy RAC Motoring Services for £450 million.Page 1 



Rebecca GOliver, left, and Alice Neaiy rehearse before taking part in Manchester's International Cello Festival which ends tomorrow 


Blacks in Britain: Fifty years 
ago 492 Jamaicans set sail for 
Tilbury — encouraged by 
Britain to help to rebuild the 
mother country. Pages 18,19 

Own goals: It may be hard to 
get a genuine World Cup tick¬ 
et but forging one is impossi¬ 
ble. say the tournament or¬ 
ganisers..Page 11 

Star retreat Just named the 
world’s best hotel the Bel-Air 
is a low-rise Los Angeles re¬ 
treat that never advertises, 
claims to be impervious to 
paparazzi and is run almost 
.exclusively by British 
managers_Page 9 


Great gamble: To succeed, 
the euro must be stable and 
backed by a greater consen¬ 
sus on its management than, 
the Franco-German row over 
the European Central Bank 
head suggests_Page 21 

Front One: World Press Free¬ 
dom Day is a time to acknow¬ 
ledge that when journalists 
are silenced, society is at 
risk_Page 21 


“Un-Christian" response to 
Mary Bell Church of Eng¬ 
land communion: pressure of 
homework.— Page 21 


Magnus Urridater: 1 have 
worked with Gina Sereny 
and consider her one of the 
finest journalists of my gener¬ 
ation. It is about all I can find 
to be proud of at the aid of a 
disgraceful week.Page 20 

Anthony Quinton: Anthony 
Burgess once observed that 
the humour of Wodehouse’s 
books does not ask for dose 
analysis_Page 20 


Alan Burgess, author and 
BBC radio producer; Frank 
Lloyd, international art 
dealer_Page 23 


Happy day: Boosey & 
Hawkes. Britain’s oldest mu¬ 
sic publisher, is to stay in¬ 
dependent_Page 25 

Euro warning: Currency 
speculators will get a bloody 
nose if they attack the euro 
conversion rates. Theo Wai- 

gd has said-Page 25 

Markets The FTSE 100 rose 
82 points to 6010 J. and the 
pound fell to $1.6655 Page 28 


Northern Rock “could lose 
banking licence”; gold 
among the dust jackets: sins 
of commission. 


Football: Relegations and 
promotions are about to be 
resolved-.Page 31 

Cricket Brian Lara hit his 
first one-day hundred for 
Warwickshire as they beat 
North ants in the Benson 
and Hedges Cup. Page 38 
Snooker: John Higgins 
led Ronnie O’Sullivan 12-4 
in the world champion' 
ship semi-finals. Mark 
Williams was level with 
Ken Doherty — Page 32 
Rugby league: Sheffield 
may suffer a record Silk 
Cut Challenge Cup final 
defeat.—Page 40 


Ms Miami: Gloria Estgfan,. 
unofficial mayor.. Paige 18 
Superstars: Golden beys 
feom Brazil Who took the 
1970 World Cup - Page 36 
Wild wood: Surrey's magi¬ 
cal water garden. Page 52 
At home: Cath Kidston’s 
mix and match ....Page 46 
Country fashion- page 68 


Big Interview: Frances ^ 
McDormand talks tough '** 

to Clive King-Page 6 

Sounding out Premiere 
time for die composer 

David Lang-Page 22 

Books: Whoopi Gold¬ 
berg’s Book and other 

reviews-Pages 14-21 

Listings-Pages2643 

Weekend 

Mary Bell: Gitta Sereny 
defends her book to Nor- 
een Taylor——Pages L 2 
Off course: The Duke of 
Bucdeudi on why the 
Ramblers’Association has 

goth wrong-Page 3 

Bottom line: What the best ) 
dressed men are wearing 

on the beach-Page 5 

Sow long: Paul Henley's 
farewell to Alice—Page 8 

Vision 

A full seven-day guide to 
radio and television 


Help to save the Earth 
by browsing the Net 




THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,781 

A £20 book token will be awarded to the senders of the first five correct 
solutions opened next Thursday. Entries should be addressed to: The 
Times. Saturday Crossword Competition, PO Bax 486, Virginia Street . 
London El 9DD. The names of the winners and the solution will be 
published next Saturday. 

Name/Address.-___ 





ACROSS 

I European partner, so-called (5). 

4 Reviewing amount of money the 
china raised (7-2). 

9 For which a lifeline is essential at 
(he seaside (9). 

10 Cancel membership fees, being 
out of credit (5). 

11 Doctor cured sweetheart — 
needed to lose weight (6). 

12 Very willing to shorten one of 
these towers? (S). 

14 Grotesque giant (9). 

16 Left with king at end of game, it 
can help one draw- (5). 

17 One acts on impulse, showing 
courage (5). 

19 Dress the Spanish birds eat (9). 

21 Use it to get capital vital after 
move (5 J). 

22 Fairy 's bound to come first for 
liveliness (6). 

25 Attack from the kickoff (5). 

26 Unknown coin got in change (9). 

27 Sweetheart os loving as a TV’ 
character (9). 

2S Chatters loudly about North 
Americans (5). 


Solution to Puzzle No 20775 
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DOWN 

1 Intended, say. to leave husband 
outside the emporium (10.5). 

2 Drawn out of line, like the walls 
in Mahjong? (5). 

3 Shock treatment for a page-boy. 
Perhaps (7). 

4 Composer, not one to overindulge 
(4). 

5 Flower, maybe, lost some pieces 
finally falling off (3.7). 

6 One privy to secrets imprisoned 
by tang (7). 

7 Church high-ups spouting From 
the gutter! (9). 

8 Books about religious education 
heartily deplore the making of 
images (6.9). 

13 Language bound to make one too 
embarrassed to speak (64). 

15 SelEnegarding youth Russians 
caught misbehaving (9). 

18 Allow mistake to nettle one (7). 

20 In no slate Jo accept for example, 
a bunch of flowers (7). 

23 Rule not all dare ignore (5). 

24 Muffler endlessly wound (4). 
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Latest Road wd WMHu r co n dit i on, 
WC Weather- All region* 0330 444 010 
UK Read! - JUI regions 0334 401410 
hndtros 0334401 744 

M2S Md LMc RomIi 0134 441 747 

NadonO Plocarwyi 03*4441 744 

Comawnof Europe 0334 401 010 

OnimiCRWta 0*34 401 344 


C o n a n t nui Europe 


* Guoick ali-pom 


0334 407 SOS 



Woather by Fax Q aaeafc . 

DMOll T adDiiadbir t — nj— I n 

VWriCcu'oy 414*34 -N.Mnri 414*41 

Wjl*. 414*3* Landon 414 343 

Mkfanb 414 3*4 .. _— 

414 *37 

«414*34 . 

MEa 414*10 ^ 410*07 

Scndud 410 940 
Metfex Marine 

Mminmtowaa 410*00 

World City Weather O agwaSBl 

I S3 dentation* worid wide 
4 day t o mM t 

by P li mi e <fal 0*94 411314 

by Fu (Index page) 0**4 414*1* 

Mo t o ri ng 

Europe Councxy b. Country 0**440144* 
Ewopeui M can 0*3440(444 

French Motorway, 0X34 401 447 

Information 0330 401 043 

Olsnajfend Pnti 0X34 401400 

LeSxinfo 0330 401 40* 


Obnajrbnd Paris 
LeSxini* 


Car reports by fax 


die AA menu of 193 i 


0330 414 300 


Dial Iramynrbx tundaat. 
you may have ae set m pad re e rim 




SunrtSBK Sun sets; 

531 ant a 25 pm 

Moon lets Moon rises 


i.4i on 

FirsJ quarter tomorrow 
London &2S pm » 529 am 
BnstoJ 8 35 pm to 5 39 am 
Edinburgh g 54 pm to 525 am 
Manchester 8 40 pm to 5 31 am 
Panama 8 *2 pm to 5 56 am 


TOMORROW 
Sunrises Sunsets 

529 am 827 pm 

Moon sets Moon rises 

220sm 1 ZOO pm 


IUMW 

C Sun roes 

529 am 
Moon sets 
220 am 

Rnt quarter today 

London 8 27 pm to 5 2B am 
Bristol 8 36 pm » 5 37 am 
Edinburgh 8 56 pm to 5 23 an 
Manchesv 6 42 pm n 5 29 am 
Pe na nce 0 « pm to 55* am 



Yesterday: WghasJ day temp: CanSI Weather 
Certm. IX I&4FV, lo w e ri Say me* Lolfcs. 
Redsaf. X M6R: highest mrtal: Wbyteuno. 
NorfoSt C 37m. high**} swahins: Glasgow and 
Tenby. F tobdri w 133hr 
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NEWSPAPBtS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Ragtoed peper made ito 

41 . 4 % at the raw material for 
LHC newspapers m (he flat 
Ml Of 1997 


□ General: a lot of cloud across the 
UK, although many parts will see a 
few sunny breaks developing. The 
best of the sun will be in southern 
Wales and southern England. Light 
showers will generally be confinedto 
Scotland, northern England and 
higher ground. 

Tonight a few Bght showers, mainly 
in toe east. Elsewhere, dry but cloudy. 

□ London, SE England, E AngRa, 
Central SEngand: mist and drizzle 
becoming, confined to coasts with 
inland pats brightening up. Moderate 
northerly wind. Max 14C (57F). 

□ E Midlands, E England, W 
Midlands, Cental N England, NE 
England: cloud breaking to give a 
few sunny spells. Sight nsk of a light 
drizzly shower. Light t o mo derate 
northerty wind. Max 14C (57F). 

□ Channel Isles,. SW England, S 
Wales, N Wales, NW England, 
Lake District, Isle of Mar dry with 


good sunny spells. Light to moderate 
northerly wind Max 15C (58F). 


□ Borders, Edbiburati & Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Cental Highlands, Mo¬ 
ray Firth, NE Scotland: light drizzly 
showers and bright breaks. Moderate 
northerly wind. Max 13C (55F). 

□ SW Scotland, Glasgow, Argyll, 
NW Scotland: doudy with a little light 
showery rain, mainly aver hills aid' 
towards coasts. Moderate to fresh 
northwest wind. Max IX (55F). 

G Orkney, Shetland: light showers 
at first but bright breaks also. Mode¬ 
rate northeast wind. Max 11C (52F). 

□ N Ireland: sunny breaks and the 
risk of a shower, mainly In northern 
counties. Moderate to fresh northwest 
wind. Max 14C (57F)- 

□ Irish Republic: mostly dry with 
sunny intervals, light to moderate 
northwester wind. Max IX (59F). 

□ Outlook: generaBy cloudy with risk 
of showers. 






RAC cover 
from just 

£39 


- Membership covers you as the driver or 
passenger :n any car, 24 hours a day 
365 days a year 

-- Average cel! out time of just 40 minutes 

- Ou highly trained ostrois repair 31 --5 
of breakdowns 

- You can tailor your cover to suit your 
individual requirements 

- It's easy to join: call now 3 pay bv credit, 
cebit or charge card, or by Direct Debit 
■nstarments 


For instant cover 

0800 029 029 
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By Matt Dickinson 


* /- 


THE football season readies 
its-dimax this weekend and 
the time has come for manag¬ 
ers to sit and sweat Bank 
: nsinagers. that is. For every 
o&ulatpr working out goal 
-dSdence this week. another 
wffl be totting up the fortunes 
tjmt have been won and lost 
delegation and promotion is- 
sris'-must be reserved and, In 
the modem world of football 
high finance, die stakes have 
never been higher. . r „ 

When Middlesbrough en¬ 
tertain Oxford United tomoir- 
row* they will be playing for 
far more than three prints and 
second place in the Nation- 


f-'V-ii 






. 'When people in 
Manchester say 
it is the biggest 
: game in City's 
history, I cant 
argue with them* 

Joe Koyle talks about 
fife on ihe brink, page 35 

wide/ League first division 
v behind Nottingham Forest A 
9 win fcr Middlesbrough will 
Wiethe chib at least £S 
- -million — the minimum re¬ 
ward for a season spent play¬ 
ing/on: the FA Carling 
Premiership’s fields of gold. 

life losses, of course, can be 
equally drastic and. at 
Sefinirst Park, where Crystal 
Palace's 'relegation was con- 
Grmed mi Monday by the 3-0 
defeat r «jainst Manchester 
United, the diminishing re¬ 
turns hf Nationwide League 
football-/are already being 
^counted; 

Raiioe tost far more than 
status and pride. Each mem¬ 
ber ritbe first-team squad can 
i wave ferewefl to a weekly 


bonus of E1.000 for playing in 
the top division. While it may 
reduce many to their last 
BMW — a recent survey put 
the average Premiership play- 
er*s salary at £193,000—it will 
be small ohange to foe poten¬ 
tial losses to be suffered by 
Mark Goldberg, whose £30 
million takeover at Selhurst 
Park is dose to completion. 
What began as a hazardous 
investment has been trans¬ 
formed by relegation into a 
colossal gamble. 

“Ultimately, we cannot aff¬ 
ord to stay in the first divi¬ 
sion,” Goldberg said- “The 
Premiership is where foe 
money is and that’s where a 
chib like Palace has to be. We 
have got to get straight back 
up.” 

A brief glance at Barnsley's 
accounts supports Goldberg's 
assertion. If the Yorkshire 
club should return whence 
they came a year ago, they will 
head back to foe first division 
enriched, not only by stirring 
memories, but also by wealth 
once beyond their dreams. 

In foe year that Barnsley 
have been in the Premiership, 
foe club's turnover has more 
than trebled to an expected 
Ell 3 million. Gate receipts 
have almost doubled to £3.5 
million, but the bulk of foe 
money has come from foe 
armchair viewers of television. 

WhDe teams in foe first 
division receive a basic 
£620,000 per season from 
BSkyB for satellite television 
rights, those in the top flight 
bank £2,070833 — and that is 
just the start Each Premier¬ 
ship dub receives almost 
£250.000—compared with the 
£40,000 in the Nationwide 
League — each time it appears 
live on one of the Sky Sports’ 
channels, with three guaran¬ 
teed appearances. With more 
than £700,000 in shared spon¬ 
sorships and £27341 for every 
feature on Match of the Day. 
Barnsley earned almost £5 
million just for being there. 

To that one can add the 
prize-money. Barnsley re¬ 
ceived £25,000 for finishing 
second in foe first division last 
season. For coming third from 
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Forest’s lucrative promotion accounts for the smile on the face of Dave Bassett, the manager. Photograph; David Burner 


bottom in foe Premiership, the 
Oakwell dub wiD be richer to 
the tune of a little less than 
£480,000. And to that you can 
add a 30 per cent improve¬ 
ment in sponsorship and com¬ 
ment a! activities that for a 
dub such as Barnsley is worth 
hundreds of thousands of 
pounds; for a chib such as 
Middlesbrough, h could mean 
millions. 


John Dennis, foe chairman of 
Barnsley, is quick to add a 
note of caution. “People talk 
about the Premiership being 
worth £8 million just for being 
there, but that is a little 
simplistic," he said. "You have 
to' remember the increased 
costs, particularly wages, 
which in our case have dou¬ 
bled to £43 million a year. We 
haven't suddenly got some 


great stockpile of cash but as 
far as I am concerned, this has 
been the most exhilarating 
year of foe chib's fife. 

“There are people in football 
who think we can turn the 
dock back 20 years and play 
off the same handicap and, as 
a traditionalist. I would love 
that to be the case. But we 
cant all sit around and wait 
for a Jack Walker. 


FULL COLOUR GUIDE TO THE MATCHES THAT MATTER — PAGE 35 


For dubs disappearing 
from the elite, it is not all bust. 
They are protected to some 
extent by what is known as foe 
Premiership parachute. The 
relegated teams receive half 
the initial share of the Sky 
money — in short, nearly £13 
million. This grace period 
lasts for two years and offers 
some cushioning from the 
traumatic plunge of relega¬ 
tion. In Manchester City’s 
case, dearly the parachute 
never opened. 


A spoonful of sugar... a sackload of spite 



M r Banks looked out 
of the upstaire win¬ 
dow of No 17 Cber- 
iy Tree line, and sighed with 
, pleasure. It was a lovely 
morning. The trees were in 



hear the'Park Keeper calling 
“Observe the Rules, Remem¬ 
ber titeBy&ws” The Admird 
and Miss Lark were chatting 
outside No 18 and pushing a 
perambulator through the 
park, gates, with Jane and 
Midfad skipping by her side, 
was Mary. Poppins in her 
daisy hat She was an upright 
figure, with a pink face, 
fame&qp nose and bright 
wue eMs/ln fact it was quite 
hut blasted a lot like Alan 
Shearer. 


“Keep up. step along 

please,” Mary Poppins said as 

foey entered the park. “And 
kindly do not tug on my 
sleeve. Michael. I am not a 
lavatory chain." 

“Observe foe rules, remem¬ 
ber the bylaws,” foe Park 
Keeper, raising his hat. said. 
The children wondered what 
magical adventure they 
would have today and wheth¬ 
er it would entail gratuitous 
violence. They had forced 
how a certain amomit of 
“areteWgle* had started to 
Invade their adventures of 
hue. Maty Voppa& ^ 
than usually tense andWla> 
lipped. Just ■*« 

Prime Minister tad tan 
bending over in foe pans 


collecting flowers a wg 
and Mary Poppins If j 
had whacked him 1 

smartly on foe TQ 
crown with her 1 111 
parrot umbrella, — — 

then helped him to 
his feet afterwards as if she'd 
had nothing whatever to do 
with it. 

“Wflf there be any argle- 
bargle today, please. Mary 
PoppmsT Michael said. 

"Are you accusing me, a 
well-brought-up person, of 
argle-bargle, Michael 
BankST Mary Poppins re¬ 
plied sharply. “And 111 thank 
you not to jump up and down 
in that fashion. Are you a boy 
or a wallaby in the zoo?" 

“But Mary Poppins, you 


LYNNE 

TRUSS 


i||bb must admit you el- 
Nk bowed someone vi- 
I ■ " otendy in the nose 
|AA the other day,” 

lOu Jane said. “We 
agwr heard the crunch. 

It's only because 
youVe Mary Poppins and we 
love you. and were so scared 
you’ll leave us. that we didn't 
report you to the police.” 

Mary Poppins stiffened. 
"That will do, best foot for¬ 
ward," she said. 

“There’s no one like you, 
Mary Poppins." Michael 
wheedled. “Magical things 
happen when were with you. 
You're wonderful But on the 
other hand, you kicked that 
other nanny in the head and 
lots of people saw you." 


Maty Poppins stopped 
wheeling the pram. The whole 
party slid to a halt on the 
gravel. "We understand why," 
Jane said. “It's because you 
lost something, didn't you? In 
the park. What was it you lost. 
Mary Poppms? Could we find 
it for you? Everything that's 
lost is somewhere." 

Mary Poppins stiffened. 

“Excuse me." she said, "Is 
this a pleasure garden, or foe 
dungeons of foe Spanish 
Inquisition?” 

“I don't suppose it was your 
fonn?” Michael asked. 
“Father says you've lost your 
form," 

"Certainly not That wfll do. 
Now, step along please Spit 
spot And 1H thank you opt to 


tittle-tattle. Remember, I 
would never by to hurt 
another professional. Hand¬ 
some is as handsome does.” 

“Observe foe rules," foe 
Park Keeper called as he 
approached. He raised his hat 
and passed by. “Remember 
the—OofiOwT 
The children looked round 
to find foe Park Keeper lying 
on foe grass, clutching his 
shin in agony. 

Michael and Jane looked 
up at Mary Poppins. 

“What are you looking at 
mefoTT Mary Poppms asked. 
"And kindly don't swing on 
my arm, Michael Or 111 slide, 
one on you, all right? 

Football widows, page 11 
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Pressure points: Howard Kendall above. Bryan 
Robson, bekrw left, and Peter Reid show the strain as 
their teams tussle for a share of the Premiership riches 
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9T now charge up ic three times more than first Teie.com for. -J 
international calls, If you don’t want to pay those prices, just add v | 
First Telecoms service to your existing BT phone by casing.the 
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start saving or. calls to over 200 countries. Sc, before you make'';j| 
another Internationa! call, think First. 


FIRST TELECOM 
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Lines open 24 hours. . 
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32 SPORT 


SWIMMING 


Smith free 
to compete 
while Fina 
takes stock 


By Craig Lord 


MICHELLE SMITH com¬ 
peted in a local event in 
Sarcelles. near Paris, yester¬ 
day after swimming chiefs 
decided to put off until next 
week a decision on whether to 
temporarily suspend her 
amid allegations that she 
tampered with a urine sample 
provided to drug testers at her 
home in Ireland in January. 

Gunnar Werner, the honor¬ 
ary secretary of Fina. said that 
the executive committee of the 
international governing body 
would meet in Lausanne next 
weds to decide whether Smith 
should be temporarily sus¬ 
pended in accordance with 
the provisions set out in its 
doping rules. 

In all recent cases involving 
an “adverse report on the A 
sample" of a drugs test, as it is 
expressed under Fina rale 
DC&3. the swimmer con¬ 
cerned has been temporarily 
suspended without dday. 

However. Werner, on his 
way home to Sweden from 
Australia, said yesterday. 
“This situation is manipula¬ 
tion, not necessarily a positive 
test as such, so it’s a little 
different For that reasoa it 
needs considering carefully. 
Until we meet we cannot stop 
her competing." 

In the cases of swimmers 
from China, Australia and 
Great Britain, the national 
federations have heeded the 
Fina rule and imposed auto¬ 
matically temporary suspen¬ 
sions In support of sanctions 
designed to dean up the 
image of the sport However, 
when asked why the Irish 
Amateur Swimming Associ¬ 
ation had not done so yet. 
Mary O'Malley, the IASA 
president said: “I’m not pre¬ 
pared to answer that" 

In Sarcelles, Smith—repre¬ 
senting the Mehm-Dammarie 
dub — docked 57.64sec in the 
heats of the 100 metres free¬ 
style yesterday, modest by 
international standards in a 
sprint event in which she does 
not specialise. Though the 
effort was the best of the day. 
Smith did not race in the final. 

Smith's husband, Erik de 
Bruin, told reporters that she 
had planned to swim just the 
one 100 metres, no more. De 
Bruin then shunned the 
media, with the words “no 
interview, no interview”. 

Today, Smith will race 800 
metres freestyle. One observer 
at Sarcelles said last night 
“She didn't seem nervous. She 
was very smiley with the 
public and organisers and 
had her photo taken with a lot 
of people. But she wouldn't 
speak to anyone about what 
has happened." 


TENNIS 


Capriati 

suffers 


splashdown 


From Aux Ramsay 
IN HAMBURG 


FOR the past two years, the 
German tennis federation has 
been telling all who would 
care to listen that the new roof 
over the centre court at the 
Rothenbaum Club was going 
to be something speciai. Little 
did it know how special. 
Yesterday, in brilliant sun¬ 
shine and with hardly a cloud 
in the sky, the quarter-final 
match between Martina 
Hingis and Jennifer Capriati 
at the German Grand Prix 
was suspended for 37 minutes 
because of a very localised 
downpour. 

Somewhere within the great 
folds of tarpaulin suspended 
above the court rainwater had 
gathered and, as Hingis stood 
dose to victory, it flooded 
down, forming a large puddle 
by the baseline. Within a 
couple'of minutes, both play¬ 
ers had to leave the court as 
the organisers first dosed the 
roof and the opened it again to 
try and dear the water away. 
This succeeded only in spread¬ 
ing the leak over the rest of the 
baseline and into the stands 
and then bringing it back 
again. 

It all served to liven up a 
one-sided encounter. Capriati 
was not the player that she 
had been in the earlier rounds, 
while Hingis stepped up a 
level to win 6-1.6-3. 

Hingis now meets Barbara 
Schetu of Austria, who defeat¬ 
ed Virginia Ruano-Pascual, of 
Spain, 60. 6-0. It was not a 
good day for the Spaniards, as 
Arantxa Sdnchez Vicario. the 
No 3 seed, looked completely 
out of sorts in going out 6-3, 
60 to Patty Schnyder. Today, 
Schnyder will play Jana 
Novotna* the No 2 seed, who 
eased past Julia Abe. from 
Germany, 6-1,6-3. 
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SNOOKER: O’SULLIVAN FAILS TO RECOVER FROM EARLY BLOWS AND IS PUT FIRMLY IN THE SHADE 


Higgins produces astonishing run 


By Phil Yates 


RARELY has the Crucible 
Theatre played host to such 
sustained excellence. In build¬ 
ing a commanding 12-4 lead 
over Ronnie O’Sullivan in the 
semi-finals of the Embassy 
world championship yester¬ 
day. John Higgins was 
outstanding. 

In the formative years of his 
career. Higgins spent count¬ 
less hours picking balls out of 
pockets while practising with 
Stephen Hendry. That harsh 
but invaluable apprenticeship 
has borne fruit this season and 
the Scot is now dose to 
replacing his fellow Scot as 
world No 1. 

In order to achieve that feat, 
Higgins must overcome 
O'Sullivan, then either Ken 
Doherty or Mark Williams to 
capture the title. If he contin¬ 
ues to produce such a high 
standard. Hendry's eight-year 
stint at the head of the 
rankings will surely be over. 

Higgins dealt O’Sullivan 
two crippling early Wows and 
followed up ruthlessly. With 
the ninth frame at his mercy, 
O'Sullivan missed a green, 
applying check-side to the cue 
tell to hold for the brawn. 
Higgins cleared to pink for 
54. which became 64 when 
O'Sullivan, enjoying a 51-point 
cushion, unludtfly suffered a 
thunderous kick. Hie natural 
pace of the white was dead¬ 
ened. ideal position was sur¬ 
rendered and O’Sullivan 
missed a black that needed to 
be deftly controlled. Higgins 
cleared with 70 and the wind 
left O’Sullivans sails. 

O'Sullivan wilted visibly 
when Higgins rallied from a 
38-point deficit to win the 
twelfth frame with a run of 79 
and. by now, all of the ingredi¬ 
ents for a one-sided session 
were in the mix. Higgins 
powered away and was left 
requiring five of the right 
frames tills morning, a realis¬ 
tic possibility, to win with a 



Doherty experienced similar 
frustration, however, when 
play resumed. 

Leading try 50 points with 
only 51 available in the ninth 
frame. Doherty was seeming¬ 
ly heading for 7-2. Williams 
eventually snatched it by pot¬ 
ting a tricky black across the 
top cushion and. as the session 
progressed, it was an oft- 
repeated pattern. 

Twin breaks of 50. the first 
occasion Doherty had cracked 
the half-centuty barrier, gave 
him the tenth; a run of 59, his 
modest high break of the 
match so far. was sufficient to 
secure the thirteenth. That 
apart, a lack of scoring power 
and Williams's tenacity, saw 
Doherty tread water. Wil¬ 
liams. by no means fluent 


SEMI-FINALS 


75-12. 79-38. 84-0. 13?A 122-1. 96-1 ):K 

Doherty (to) level wtti M WIBtams (Wales) 

8-8 (Doherty flrst 89-2, 87-47. 92*2. 38-85. 

54-47. 10-52. 71-54. 73*8. 54-55. 115-2. 
0-110. 49-53. 90-1. 40-79. 53-57. 35*6) 


Flat out for success: Higgins takes arm during the s cintillating spell that overwhelmed O’Sullivan yesterday 


session to spare. Over the last 
four frames, Higgins outscored 
O'Sullivan 444-Z While not 
adding to his tally of seven 
century breaks in the champ¬ 
ionship, he stiff proved over¬ 
whelming with runs of 44, S3, 
79.97,44 and 52. 

Hendry coming from 146 
down to beat White 18-14 in the 


final of the 1992 championship 
and Parrott forging 7-0 ahead 
of White in the climax to the 
1991 event spring to mind as 
appropriate comparisons. 
Higgins was that good. 

On a roll. O'Sullivan can be 
a fearsome chaser, yet even his 
powers of revival will be 
stretched to the limit to over¬ 


haul such a sure and solid 
opponent There is also noth¬ 
ing to indicate that Higgins 
lacks the necessary nerve to 
apply the finishing touch. 

There was a certain piquan¬ 
cy to the manner in which 
Williams successfully wiped 
out a worrying 6-2 overnight 
deficit to draw level with 


Doherty the title-holder, at 8-8 
midway through their lower- 
key semi-final. 

During the opening ex¬ 
changes on Thursday, the 
Welshman suffered one set¬ 
back after another. He lost one 
frame on the green, one on the 
pink, two on the black and 
another on a respotted black. 


himself, stole the twelfth 
frame on the black, courtesy of 
a 37 clearance. Doherty had 
allowed him to the table by 
unluckily going in-off an at¬ 
tempted safety shot on the 
penultimate red. 

That was galling for the 
Dubliner, but nothing in com¬ 
parison to the way in which, 
after being 8-5 ahead, he let 
slip the dosing three frames of 
tiie morning. 

On a promising 40 break in 
the fourteenth frame, he 
overcut a straightforward 
black off its spot.Then an even 
more glaring error directly 
cost Doherty the next This 
time, he jawed a green and 
Williams, who included a 
fearless double on the pink 
during the resultant clear¬ 
ance, launched a 53 break in 
the sixteenth by fluking the 
initial red. 
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MOTOR RACING 


Open field keeps 
the interest high 


By Kevin Eason 


PICKING a winner in the 
Auto Trader RAC British 
Touring Car series has felt 
like choosing the numbers for 
a lottery jackpot win. The 
championship this year is 
proving to be one of the most 
hotly-contested, with four dif¬ 
ferent winners already. 

Rickard Rydell. second in 
the title race, has been taken 
aback at the sudden narrow¬ 
ing of the gap between the 
leaders and the rest and 
believes that the rounds at 
Donington this weekend could 
be dose. “The competition is 
always tough," he said yester¬ 
day, "bur this year so many 
teams have raised their game 
and that has showed just how 
tight it is in the championship, 
with so many people win¬ 
ning." 

Will Hoy ended Ford's 
three-year victory drought 
last timeout in the wet and he 
is praying for rain again this 
weekend. He said: "Our win at 
Silverstone was no fluke, but it 
is clear no driver is going to 
dominate this year. The 
Mondeo needs more fine- 
tuning to maximise its poten¬ 
tial in dry conditions, but no- 
one should count us out if we 
get some typical Bank Holiday 
weather at Donington." 

The man helping with thar 


fine-tuning is Nigel Mansell, 
who joins the Fora team next 
month. The former Formula 
One world champion is ex¬ 
pected at Donington to watch 
a series that has produced 
some unlikely results. David 
Leslie has scored Nissan’s first 
victory for five years, white 
Alain Menu, the champion 
last year, has just one win and 
has struggled behind Jason 
Plato, his Renault Williams 
teammate, who heads the 
championship but has yet to 
win. 

Rydell has one win so far. 
but hopes Donington's sweep¬ 
ing circuit will prove the 
superiority of a Volvo S40 that 
has had a year of development 
and hundreds of miles of 
winter testing. The Swede. 30, 
whose rise through the ranks 
included a spell in Formula 
Three with Eddie Jordan, is 
considered the champion-m- 
waiting. but knows that this is 
probably the toughest season 
for years. 

“That’s the way it is," Rydell 
said. “Touring Cars Is not like 
Formula One. where only a 
few drivers in the best cars can 
win. We have a lot of drivers 
capable of victory and we just 
have to make sure that we are 
out in front and in the points 
every race." 


GOLF: SWEDE MAKES ITTHROUGH THE RAIN WITH OLAZABAL IN HOT PURSUIT 


Sjoland justifies awesome billing 


JOSE MARIA OLAZABAL 
said that Patrick Sjoland was 
“awesome" through a tourna¬ 
ment-leading round of 64 in 
the rain-delayed first round of 
the Italian Open yesterday — 
and he was. Olaz&bal was not 
nearly so complimentary 
about his own golf. 

So what did he score? 74? 75? 
76? Telephone numbers? No— 
68. Heaven only knows what 
he wfll score if he starts to play 
well. 

Sjoland fully deserved his 
two-stroke lead over Klas 
Eriksson on a day of diying- 
out and warming up for, 
respectively, the golf course 


From Mel Webb at castelconturbia, Italy 


and the players. Ptuvhis has 
ruled everybotfy’S lives here 
for the past 36 hours: it seemed 
at one time that the tourna¬ 
ment might be sunk with all 
hands in the waters of nearby 
Lake Maggione. 

The young Swedish leader 
will be in high spirits as he 
embarks on his second round 
today, but he will be unable to 
ignore the looming presence of 
Olaz&bal and Lee Westwood 
only four shots behind. The 
course was shortened by 234 
yards, making it ripe for the 
plucking by those with warm 


short irons and hot putter tn 
their hands. OlazAbal and 
Westwood were just such men. 

Only tiie mediocre ever feel 
the need to talk up their own 
game. They need reassurance 
and, if nobody else will give it 
to them, they are quite pre¬ 
pared to do the job themselves. 
Those who can really play the 
game, as Olaz&bal and 
Westwood demonstrably can, 
can afford to be bluntly honest 
about their golf. 

“I was uncomfortable,” 
Olazdbal said. “I was awful," 
Westwood declared. And, by 


Lytham attracts England caps 


ONCE again, the Lytham and 
Berkshire Trophies, the first 
big 72-hole amateur stroke- 
play events of the year, dash 
this weekend and, once again, 
it is the Lytham that has 
attracted by far the stronger 
field. When many more im¬ 
portant conflicts than this one 
have been resolved, is it too 
much to hope that this silly 
dash of two of golfs impor¬ 
tant events could be ended? 

Lytham always has a strong 
entry because the Scots com¬ 
pete in it. So. too. do the Irish 
and so. this year, do a smatter¬ 
ing of Germans as well as 
many of the leading English 
and Welsh players. Ben Ma- 


By John Hopkins 

GOLF CORRESPONDENT 


son, who won the Emirates 
Amateur Open in February, 
Simon Dyson, who reached 
the matchplay stages of the 
French International Ama¬ 
teur over Easter, and Graeme 
Storm, the winner of the 
Berkhamstcd Trophy, are 
competing at Lytham. These 
three will be capped by Eng¬ 
land for the first time in the 
international against France 
on May 8-9. 

Colin Edwards, the winner 
of the recent West of England 
championship, and Philip 
Rowe, who won the Hamp¬ 


shire Hog, are also in the field 
at Lytham. as is Justin Rose. 
Rose, who will be 18 in two 
months, won the McEvoy 
Trophy two weeks ago and 
then flew with Gary Wolsten- 
holme, his England team¬ 
mate, to help Europe defeat 
Asia/Pacific in the inaugural 
Ryder Cup-style match held 
in Australia 

Wolstenholme is one of the 
few leading players to prefer 
to play at The Berkshire. Little 
wonder — he seems to win it 
more often than not He is 
going for a third consecutive 
win, which would equal the 
number of victories achieved 
by his late father, Guy. 


their own exalted standards, 
they were righL 

Olaz&bal got up and down 
nine times, including once for 
an eagle and twice for birdies, 
and Westwood surpassed him 
by one, with three birdies. 

Olazdbal played only 66 
strokes on the day, since he 
had been one of the few who 
had made it on to the golf 
course on bedraggled Thurs¬ 
day. His first stroke yesterday 
was. therefore, a chip on the 
10th hole, his first, which left 
the ball 12ft from the flagstick. 
Single putt No 1 gave him his 
birdie. 

He dropped a shot on the 
13th, when he missed a par 
putt of 12ft, and was content to 
let the dubs with short han¬ 
dles keep him out of trouble 
until he finished with a birdie 
on the 6th, took two putts for 
another birdie on the 8th. 
which had been shortened to 
385 yards but retained its 
status as a par five, and eagled 
the last again from I2fL 

Westwood did not need a 
putter at all on his first hole, 
the 10th. chipping in from 40ft. 
He stumbled a touch in mid- 
round, but came off the ropes 
to birdie the 4th. eagle the 8th 
from 4ft and birdie the 9th. 
Lucky man that he could play 
so badly and score so well. 

The intention here is to play 
a 54-hole tournament, which 
would constitute something of 
a coup after the torrents of 
earlier in the week. 


■ ICE HOCKEY: Moves 
were announced yesterday to 
improve relations between 
the British Ice Hockey 
Association and the 
Superleague, which It is 
hoped will lead to an 
overall improvement in 
standards at club and 
international level. A Great 
Britain Ice Hockey Board 
will be created to supervise a 
range of initiatives and 
secure funding. 

There also will be an 
advanced training and 
development programme 
for the British national teams. 
There is little continuity 
between the junior and senior 
teams, with too much 
emphasis on foreign-bom 
players in the Great 
Britain world championship 
squad. Selection policy is 
also seen as shortsighted. The 
average age of the team 
has increased without any 
significant success. 


■ GOLF: Nick Faldo and 
Vijay Singh again laboured 
to disappointing scores at 
the Macau Open yesterday. 
Faldo, the former world 
No I. scored a three-ovcr-par 
74. He was upstaged by 
Zhang Lianwei. his playing 
partner and the second- 
round leader, who hit a 69 
for an aggregate score of 
141. Singh, the second 
leading player brought 
into lift tiie Asian PGA 
Omega Tour event, hit a 
second straight 73. Faldo and 
Singh were both equal- 
sixteenth going into the third 
round today. In tiie first 
round of the El Bosque 
Seniors Open in Spain 
yesterday. Tommy Horton 
scored a six-under-par 66 
to take a three-shot lead. 


■ FOOTBALL: Everton go 
into their last match of the 
season away to Millwall 
Lionesses tomorrow as 
women’s Premier League 
champions after their nearest 
challengers. Arsenal, were 
held to a 3-3 draw at home to 
Croydon on Thursday. 

Louise Thomas, the 
experienced Everton 
striker, who played for Wales 
against Poland in a World 
Cup qualifying game yester¬ 
day, may be rested. 


■ cycling: Jon Clay, the 
season’s oatstanding rider, 
won the opening stage of 
tiie four-day Travdwise Tour 
of Lancs for his Brite 
Team after a seven-man 
sprint at the finish of the 
595-mile race at Uppernrill 
yesterday. He is I sec 
behind the overall leader. 
Kevin Dawson, the 
British time-trial champion, 
who had picked up time 
bonuses for intermediate 
sprints. 


■ squash: Peter Nicol, of 
Scotland, has extended his 
lead over Jansher Khan, of 
Pakistan, at the top of the 
men's world ranking list 
issued yesterday after 
becoming the first Briton 
for a quarter of a century to 
win the British Open tide. 
Paul Johnson, of Kent, makes 
his first appearance in the 
top ten at No 9. Other Britons 
in the top ten are Alex 
Gough, of Wales, at No 6, 
Simon Parke, of 
Nottingham, ar No 7, and Del 
Harris, of Colchester, at 
No 8. 


FOR THE RECORD 


BASEBAJLL 


AMEHCAN LEAGUE; Demo* 7 7«es 2. 
Kansas Cffy 7 Toronto 4: Tampa Bay 2 
Minnesota ft Battmora 4 Ctvcaga Whse 
Sax 1: Aratoeun 7 Boston 2: OcMand 5 
Cleveland Z New Yock Yankees 9 Seaffie 8 
(lOsnsi 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: Q*Qo 4 Florida 

1: Atlanta 6 San Francisco ft Colorado 4 
New Yak Mets ft Los Angeles 14 
PftstuBh & Chicago Cubs 8 9 Lous 3. 


BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA): First 
round play-alls: Eastern Conference: 
fnctona 80 Cleveland 74 [fndana wn senes 

3-1). New York 90 Mom 86 (senes bed 2-2) 

Western Conference: Seattle 82 Mnresola 

88 (series tied 2-2): Los Angeles Lakers 110 

Portland 99 (Lakers wn senes 3-1) 


BOXING 


KANCHANABUH. TtettancL World Box- 


ng Council flyweight ehampensNp: c 
Duanbcwgym (Thai, holder) M Soon 

Chung (SRod. to 5Uv 


FORT LAUDERDALE. Florid* Internation¬ 
al Boxing Federation Junior flyweight 
ChomplonsMp: M Pastrana [Cot. hoUetfu 
A Roga (Indol. to 4th 


FOOTBALL 


Tburaday's late raeuMs 
NATIONWIDE LEAGUE: First Cbtatan: 
Crewe 2 Sheffield LMi. 

VAUXHALL CONFERENCE: Leek 2 Yeovil 
0. Southport 0 Dover 1; Slough 4 
SntybrtdgeD 

RYMAN LEAGUE: Premier dMfere 
Chesham 1 Boretum Wood 1. Oxford OtyO 
Kmgsfanen i First Altaian: Barton 4 
Leatoetheed 4; Befkhamsted i Hampton 2. 
Second flvfction: Bansteed I Usdron 3 
Windsor Bid Bon 2 MartowT ThW 
OMstore Clapton lDortungO 
ARNOTT N8URANCE NORTH LEM&JE: 
Ffc« a itata r c Sasmgpo 4 Tow Law 2. 
UNBONO LEAGUE: PreaMenTa Cup: 
FtoaL second leg: Runcorn 3 Guwtev 2 
(Runcorn mnS-3 on agg) 


DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier dtasion: 
Halesowen 2 Bah 1 kSdtand eMskM 
ReddSch 3 Stourbridge 1 Southern df- 
vision; Wffliey 2 Tonbridge Angelo 0. 
PONRnrS LEAGUE: Premier cfiwSon: 
Everton 0 Preston 1 First divtsmni SollonO 
Notts Court!/ ft Mcdtesbrougft 1 Cov- 
amy l 

WINSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE: Fkal 
division:Ooctenhfl I EnthZ Londswood 1 
Swarfey Furness 2 Tunbridge Wells S 
Chatham i VCO 2 Cray 0 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE: Firs* 
Ovtaton: Hasfeigdgn 1 St Helens 4. 
IGds^ove 1 Burscaugh 1. Ramsbotlom 0 
Hofluar Old Boys 0 

COMPLETE MUSIC HELLENIC LEAGUE: 
Premier drriston: DvJcot 3 North Leigh 3. 
Endstegh 2 Bcesrer ft. Shortwood 2 
Abngdon 3. Wattage 0 Swindon 
Supemartne 5 

ENDSU3GH INSURANCE MH3LANO 
COMBINATION: Planter dMstorc H£v 
gme2Gi n 'j g>wer wv) 1. Massey Ferguson 

SCREWFKDffBCT LEAGUE: Premia 
tSvoon. Barctaple 4 attafcw.1 1, Odd 
Down 1 WeSBuryO Rauton 0 Bristol Manr 
Farm i; Tiverton 3 Mehsham 1. 

BANKS’S BREWERY LEAGUE; Planter 
d M sta n: Stta wreh 7 WBhicttwmoton Cam- 
also 

INTERLINK EXPRESS ALLIANCE: Bowes 
2 Saxtons T 1: Chaaeiewn t lYBentaB 0 
JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE: Premier dbriskxv Gorteson 3 
Soham2. 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Fires cfl- 
wtaton: Ramsey I wunbome 6 
UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES LEA 
GUE: Pl anter dtatatarr Budvneham 2 
Started 1 

FA WOMENS PREMER LEAGUE: Net- 
term dMakrtc Tranme re i Liverpool D 
FA WOMENS LEAGUE: Southern dt- 
vtatan: Three Budges 4 wtwehaa* 2 
UEFA UNOER-16 CHAMPIONSHIP: 
Group A: Iceland ODenmot, 1. Sweden 0 
Greece 2 Group B: RNy 2 Liechtenstein ft 
Norway 1 Portugal 2. Group G: Fvtiand 2 
Scotland 0, IreiMd i Span 0 Group 0: 
Israel 2C«aSa ft Ukraine 2 Russia 1 
SCHOOLS MATCH: Fuji F*n Trophy: 
FtoaLfrsi ternSnSOl 0 Banstoy i. 
UBERTAO0RES CUR: Second round, 
second tag: Otrrssj (Par): Colon (Aral 0 
iMonagg. Cofonwm2-i on ponsi. Cote 
Colo (CWe) & Barcelona (Ec*. 2 Post¬ 
poned: Rwer Plate (Atg) ■/ A.nenca (Mexj 


GOLF 


THE WOODLANDS, Texas: Houstoi 
Open: Leacfing first-round aeons (Unfed 
Siam unless stated) 86: S Hoch. F 
Langham 67: □ Boras, M Hubert, B 
Ljecke, J Defcaro 68: D Tewel, L Wadkra. 
D Hammond, u Foreman GR T Kilo. J 
Morse, □ Duval, L Janzen. L ranker, O 
Browne 70: P OAlaftjy (Aus). H Sutton. 0 
Hart. J H 3 as.MSuft 1 ran.GKran.JP Hayes. 
K Nolan (be). B Hughes (Aus). K Jones. W 
Wood. T TiYOa. P Sunkowsfa. P Tatauangi 
(N2VR Freeman. J Durant Other scores: 
72 H Coughian (Ire) 77:1 Steel (GB) 
MACAU: Macau Open: Leaders attar two 
rounds: 141; Zhang Lbtmu tChna) 72.66. 
LuWetvieh (Tanranj B9.7Z 148:G Morales 
(Jfen) 73. 69: E Rustand (US) 69. 73 143; 
Chen Tsang4e (Taiwan) 73. 70. Oarer 
score: 145: N Faldo (G8) 72. 74 
DAYTONA BEACH. Florida: LPGA Tour 
event Leatfing firet-raund scores lUnmd 
States unless stated)- 65: □ Coe-Jonas 
pan). P Hust. 8ft L Hadknov (GB). E 
Daraot (Swe) 67: K Monaghan M 
McGeorge. O Dorrnam, E wcoff. A 
Sorenstam (Swo). M Htrase [Japan! 68: C 
Johnson. M Hal pm. M Ed*, f Baneo. L 
Brower 6ft J Crater (Aus). C Nfemark 
fSwe). C Koch (Swei. H Dobson (GB). D 
Barnard ISA) 7ft. H Kobaryashl (Japan), G 
Graham (Can) L Dawes (GB). K Wetao 
(Aus), S Sbudwick (GB). C Sorenstam 
j Swbm; Mathew (GB). S Croce (it). H 

WEST SUSSEX GC: Engfish um 
wamen'a matchplay dhampkanahtos: 
Ouaner-Snats: E kteCombo (HocJdey) bt S 
Donald (West Sussex) 4 and 2 $ Westal 
(Copt Heath) H S Hedpcte (Royal Cnque 
Ponsj 3 and 2. j ThomflfiWaflon Heath) bt 
S Tbnbertahe (Ertgtire.lnn) 3 and 2: H Kaye 
(Harpendenj bt R Waters (Porters Pom) 
3 and 2 Serm4naft: McCorebe bt Westell 
3 and 2. Thereto w Kaye a and 1 Rral: 
McCombc bt ThomtM i up 
HOYLAKE: 8U8A home I nte r nati onal 
cherrutomfilps: Men: England Wales 
TS. Scotland 4ft msano 1h. Woman: 
England S Scotland 1ft 


ICE HOCKEY 


NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHL! First round 
pteyofle Eastern Conference: New Jer¬ 
sey 3 Ottawa 1 (Ottawa lead senes 3-2). 
DotJcuaPtaOTxl (Oetrafl load SOnea 3-2) 


Western Conference: Delas 3 San Jose 2 
lias lead series 3-2). Edmonton 3 
1 1 (Colorado lead series 3-2) 


RUGBYLEAGUE 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEAGUE: Se¬ 
cond division: Ovendan 48 Norman Km 28 
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL LEAGUE: 
Newcastle 6 Brisbane 26. Metoaurna 54 
wests 16. Canberra 22 Balmain 12. 


RUGBY UNION 


Super 12 tournament 

WeOngiori 17 Can te rbury 39 

WeBngion Hurricanes: Tries: Leslie. 
Telea. Cons: Preston 2 Poe Pioson 
Canterbury Crusaders: Tries: Msyerirofler. 
Berryman. Merhtens. BteQkaddor Cons: 
MchrtensZ Pens: Mehrtens 5 

(at McLean Parti. Napter) 

NSW WaratahG 23 Otago 22 


New South Wafas Waretahs: Tries: Butte 
Bnal Cons: Edmonds. Bute. Penr 
Edmonds 3 Otago Hollanders: Try: 
Wilson Con: Cu&uvre Pens: Cuhane 4 
Dropped goal: Cutiane 

(at Sydney FootOaS Staduml 


TABLE TENNIS 


EINDHOVEN: European 
(sdtxded ibsuOsj Men: 
round: C Preen (Eng) bt 
21-12. 21-13. 2I-1J. A ' 
Jcrtva (Woks) 21 


Ftel 


) bt I Juzoaac iCrtd 
A Party (Enrfl bt R 
■19. 21-11. 24-22. 


ThW roundT^ Kartssori (Srrol bt Prean Ti¬ 
ll. 25-23. 21-18. F Hatemeon (5 m*) u 
S yad 21-14. 21-11. 2i-n Doubted Flat 
round: D Mommessin end E Item (Ft) bt 
Prean end Peny (Eng) 21 -ib, 2M5. S 
and <3 Skmar (Stownaj a B 
IT Young (Ena) 13-21. 21 - 1 5. 21 - 
IK First 



round; Lki Jta 


._da) (Russ) 

btLorriB0»22.21-15.21-18.21-18 Mbred 
doubles: first round: k lungrorov and P 
FeW«rper (Austria) bt Preen aid Horn 4-31. 
21-14.21-18 


TENNIS 


ATLANTA, Georgia: AT and T Challenge: 
Second round; P Sampras (US) H □ 
Sangutnefll (B) 6-3, 5-7. 7*. J Stotertrerg 
I Aus) b( M Washington (US) 6-2, 6-4. R 
Reneberg (US) bt W Btech (23m) 5-7. 6-2. 
0-1 


MUNICH: BMW Open: Quariar-llnata: A 
Agassi (US) U J Bjortenan (Swo) 6-2.6-2: G 
Blanca (Spi bt T Nydahl (Swe) 7-5.5-7.7*. 
M Guatatean (Swe) bt N Escudo (Frj 6-3, 
6-1: 7 Engvfcr (Swe) bt O Gross (Ger) 6-3. 
B-3. 

PRAGUE- Czech Open: Quarter-finals: F 
Mehgpnl (Bt) bt A CtaostoM (Ajb&) 6-3. 
6-1.3 Dosodel (Cz) MJ Otez(Sp) 6-1. 6-4. 
D Rescnnu (Rum) U J Sanchez (Spj 8-7. 
8-3. 6-3. N Lappertli (Ec) bt F Vteoite (So) 
6*. 7-5 

HAMBURG WTA event Quarter-teals: J 
Novotna (Cz) bt J Abe (Ger) 6-1. 6-3: B 
Schell (Austria) bt V Ruano-Pascual (So) 
6-0. 6*. P Schnyder (Swoz) bt A Sdnchaz- 
Vicarto [Spi 6-3. 6*. M Htnge (Swttz) bt J 
Caftoatl (IJS) 6-1, 6-3 

BOL: Croatian women's Open: Second 
round: S TaJoja (Cro) bt T Knzan (Stow-nial 
6-2, 6-2. J Krugor (SA) bt A Maurosmo (Ft) 
B-4 6-0. R Sandu (Rhti) tf P Suarez (Arm 
8-2.7* M Lucre (Cra) bi C Black (Dm) 6-3. 
6*. S CecchW (to bt M J Fernandez (US) 

5- 2 ret C Moranu (US) U Y Yoshkta (Japan) 

6- 2, 6-4, l GHrordi-Rubts (Fr) bt T Panova 
pusoi 6-4, 50 Quarter-finals: Kruger bt 
SandU 4*. 6*. 6-2: Morara bt Coccfan 8- 

3.6- 1. Lucie bt M Drez-OBva lArg) 6-2.6*. 

Tala|a bt Ghirurdr-Rubbl 7-5. 
6-2 _ 

HATFIELD: LTA tournament: Men: Ouar- 
ier-flnata: L MUgan (GB) bl I Noumuler 
(Austria) 6-1.2*. 6-4' F Jopssnn (Swo) bl R 
Wasson I Hoi) &3. 7-5. M Lae (GB) bl J 
Patron (Fr) 6-2, 6*. C Roehus (Bol) bt M 
Hromcc tSknrntti) 6-4. 5-3 Women: 
Oirerter-finata: J Finn (GB) bt S Star (Tun) 
6-3.8-2: M Ramon (Sp) bl C Conun (Am) 8- 

2.6- I.E JellsJGBtMPGama fSp) 6-4.7*; 
L*hl(GB) WCDewlnnolFr)6-4.&-0 Son*- 
flnote: Ramon btPuftnW. 5-2; Jells bt AN 
6-2 7 * 


DAWS Off*; EuroyAfrican zona: Group 
two: Portugal lead Goctrta 2-0: Latvia tews 
wrthYugoaavtd J-l.Hingpryieadlre4and2. 
0. ivory Ctwn veto Egypt I -1; Senegal 
tevrs with Poland 1-1; Belarus load Lurem- 
bang 2-0 



SHINTY 


Defeated Oban seek 


to regain lost form 


By Coll Macdougall 


AFTER their stirring encoun¬ 
ter with Kingussie in the 
prestigious Macaulay Cup fi¬ 
nal a fortnight ago, it seemed 
likely (hat Oban Camanachd 
would meet the same oppo¬ 
nents at Mossfieid Stadium on 
June 6 in the final of the 
Glenmorangie Camanachd 
Cup for the Scottish champ¬ 
ionship. 

A week ago. Oban were 
defeated by Inveraray, a side 
that has had a disastrous 
season, in the semi-final of the 
Bank of Scotland Celtic Soci¬ 
ety Cup for the South of 
Scotland championship. After 
that surprising defeat, they 
must regain form if they are to 
overcome KilmaUie. who have 
already removed Fort Wil¬ 
liam, in the second semi-final 
of the Camanachd Cup at An 
Aird today. 

Nigel Evans, their manag¬ 
er. claims that last week's 
performance was only a tem¬ 
porary loss of form and that 
his squad is fully prepared to 
take on opponents whom he 


admits are formidable, even 
though they play in a lower 
division. The prospect erf play¬ 
ing in the final of the Scottish 
championship before a home 
crowd against the holders is 
certain, ne says, to raise the 
standard of play and get the 
team back on a winning run. 

KilmaJlie have had an im¬ 
pressive season and look likely 
to contest the play-off for a 
place in the premier division 
of the Marine Harvest League 
next season. They are an 
excellent blend of youth and 
experience and have the nerve 
to take on established sides 
without any feeling of inferior¬ 
ity. However, they have injury 
doubts over John Stewart and 
Ron MacLeod. 

There is also a doubt over 
Steven Gemerson. a former 
Oban player, who is due to 
arrive back from the United 
States hours before the tie. If 
his flight is delayed, he may 
arrive just minutes before the 
start and still be suffering 
from jel lag. 
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England 
of a chance 
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L ast week I touched upon 
the splendid ftyprocrisy of 
football supporters in hys¬ 
terically damning Glenn 
Hoddle. for leaning towards the 
■ Unknown in his World Cup prepa¬ 
rations while being just about the 
most superstitious group of people 
on the planet Many people, rather 
shamefully, even ridiculed the idea 
that God might be of any help at 
all during the tournament 
Well l sincerely hope He is 
because all this occultish kerfuffle 
has now brought to the surface the 
role played in football by. how 
shoula 1 put this. Our Lord's loyal 
opposition- Beelzebub. Belial. The 
Fallen Angel. And also, as we shall 
see. Arsfine Wenger’s director of 
football. First things first. 

There are at least a dozen 
practising Satanists who have, 
since England's qualification, been 
invoking the Lord of the Flies that 
he-might watch over Our Boys 
every cloven-hoofed kick of the 
way. These people are nor the 
jokey Goat’s Head Soup, ouija- 
board faddish larkists that you 
might think. The Satanists I have 
spoken to are proper 365 days-a- 
year dark devotees, true believers, 
who are most keen to stress the 
overwhelming mundanity of their 
rites and rituals. 

Even as you read this, they are 
likely to be in some candlelit room 
somewhere, on their kness before 
an inverted crucifix promising all 
kin* of devotions if only the Devil 
will Ibid his wings around the 
squad. .1 know, it is very unnerv¬ 
ing, but you all laughed at Glenn 
and .Eileen didn’t you? Anyway, 
like it or not. as far as faith is 
concerned, England will go to 
France with very much a belt and 
braces philosophy on board. 

Which brings me to a girl 
named Kate. Kate is an Arsenal 
supporter and, to be honest con¬ 
tacted me hoping to have a bit of a 
laugh about a silly thing she did at 
Christmas. Except 1 could neither 
laugh with Kate nor. by the end of 
our conversation, could 1 comfort 
her.. Here’s what happened. Just 
after the festivities, Kate was so 



cheesed off with Arsenal’s limp, 
chaotic, plodding old season that 
she stood up among a group of ten 
friends one boozy post-match night 
and said: “1 would give my soul to 
The Devil if only we could turn 
around our form!” ... “Don’t say 
that Kate.” said her best mate. “I 
mean it," Kate went on. “I really 
mean h. Satan take my soul if 
Arsenal can do the double!" 

Everyone pulled her back down 
to sit on the floor, but Kate was 
adamant and for the rest of the 


FACT: A Mr Joel alerts us to 
the bade of West Ham’s 
programme, where there is a 
sober boxed selection giving 
people instructions on what 
to do if the ground needs 
evacuating. It indudes the 
following phrase. “All official 
public address announce¬ 
ments win be preceded by the 
sounds bing bong, bong 
bing. You must then listen 
for a message.” 


night sat in a funk glowering at 
her lily-livered lumps of friends 
and inwardly repeating the wish. 
When Arsenal won their next few 
games. Kate strutted about claim¬ 
ing responsibility. When Man Utd 
began inexplicably falling away, 
her bravado became more shaky. 
as players like Petit. Andka and 
Wreh started 10 fulfil promise 
almost overnight, her smile turned 
sickly and frozen on her lips. 

Now. with Arsenal standing but 
a formality away from a remark¬ 
able. unthinkable twin-triumph. 
Kate each night sleeps the sleep of 
The Damned, unable to enjoy the 
moment, disconnected from the 
party. She knows at what cost 
North London is celebrating. 
Then. last Saturday, she stopped 
casting a shadow. 

Well, actually. 1 made that last 
bit up. but I did tell her to keep 
checking. Her only hope is that 
Arsenal will somehow even now 
collapse like Devon Loch. Or at 
least get trounced at Wembley by 
Newcastle, allowing Kate a loop¬ 
hole of light in her journey down 
the tunnel into Pandemonium. It’s 
a long shot, but so strong is her 
fear that Kate has gone from being 
The Gunners' staunchest support¬ 
er to wishing them defeat. Such is 
the lesson from the Faustian story 
throughout the ages. Just before 
she hung up. Kate, thoroughly 
depressed and wretched, found a 
little spirit 

“So you think I’m done for then? 
Then I will spend the rest of my life 
in fear and doubt?" 

1 agreed that that was about the 
size of it 

“Right then. Might as well be 
hung for a lamb as a sheep. I’ll 
have Tottenham relegated too.” 

And she was gone. Just before I 
had a chance to get her to squeeze 
England’s summer campaign in 
on the infernal package. Oh. how 
odd. As 1 type that outside some 
thunder has just rolled in. What a 
chilling coincidence. Or perhaps a 
demonic e-mail signifying that for 
that particular request there are 
already more than enough agents 
on the case ... 


May the Force not be with you 


■ At the risk of laying 
myself open to claims of 
simple contraiyism. I must say 
I’m all in favour of the French 
bias against giving English 
supporters World Cupseats. We 
don’t deserve any any more. 

After all, who was it who 
had a shrill attack of the vapours 
a few weeks ago when the 
Flench announced that this was to 
be a free and easy World Cup, 
unbowed by scare stories and 
paranoic restrictions and 
anyone who wanted to pitch up in 
Fiance on the off-chance of 
seeing a game was more than 
welcome? 

The English authorities, 
that's who. The likes of Mr MeUor 
and his nonsensical Task 
Force, a body that, if it 


disappeared tomorrow, would 
not affect British football one iota. 
Indeed, it is a constant source 
of regret that, because of 
professional entanglements. I 
must steer clear of MeUor and his 
dreary opinions. 

So now ordinary supporters 
have had the door shut in their 
faces because the message 
France received about them from 
certain UK sources was that, if 
left unchecked, each and every 
one was liable id ran up the 
black flag and start slitting 
throats. No wonder they 
simply removed such whingeing 
ninnies from the equation. 

Of course, if you left World 
Cup tickets in a big pile in the 
centre of all big cities with a 
sign sticking out saying “Help 


Yourself", it would not 
influence the attendance figures at 
certain opening-round games. 
One of the grand traditions of 
every World Cup is the sight of 
empty terracing during early 
group fixtures. Nobody should 
forget that when Ray Wilkins was 
sent off against Morocco in 
1986. it was in a stadium so 
desolate they were hunting 
bears in the East Stand. 

So it doesn’t take an Einstein 
to figure out that the constant 
stories about ticket shortages 
can only indicate that when the 
actual matches come along, 
many locations will be quiet 
enough to hear the universal 
sign of an under-attended game 
... the voices of the players 
themselves. 



It has been a nervous season for Tottenham fans. Even if his team survives relegation, a happy ending for Gross looks unlikely 

One of the big three must swing 


■ In 1975, 1 was queueing outside the 
Universal cinema in Lower Regent 
Street waiting to see Jaws when the previous 
house turned out As the thoroughly enter¬ 
tained patrons filed past one snotty young 
yobbo stopped alongside us, thing his arms 
wide and said in a loud dear voice: “Robert 
Shaw gets eaten, the others don't and the shark 
gets killed when the last bullet hits an oxygen 
tank in its mouth." Then he ran away. 

Wefl. at first we all turned to each other and 
pretended we hadn’t quite caught what he had 
said and then agreed that he was probably 
drunk anyway and had made the entire 
elaborate scenario up. However, a depressed 
funk set in as we all shuffled inside. It was 
temporarily forgotten during the first half of 
the film, as the nail-biting plot delivered up its 
shocks, but I assure you. the moment Robert 
Shaw's eye-rolling Captain Quint got snapped 


like a Rich Tea. half of us were on our feet and 
heading for the exit What a bloody swiz. 

Now I am beginning to have similar feelings 
about tills football season. Surely it can't really 
be Palace, Barnsley and Bolton who go down 
after all? 1 mean, we knew that back in August 
Just because Arsenal have pulled a rabbit from 
their hat at the summit doesn’t excuse those big 
names down at base-camp shortchanging the 
public. One of Everton. Tottenham Hotspur 
or, less likely dammit. Newcastle United has 
got to do the decent thing and go into the 
woods with a revolver or else teams in the top 
division win have only themselves to blame if 
attendances fall through the floor next year. 

It is a documented, historical fact that in the 
French Revolution, on the days when simple 
spies and nro-of-the-mill looters were to be 
guillotined, crowds were down by 40 per cent 
against those days when a top nob was for it 


And yet the powers that be in die FA still 
believe that we can be fobbed off with the 
figurative beggars and cutpmses occupying 
the Premier dungeon at the tune of writing. 

Tottenham are the team most would like to 
see swing, but Everton will do and the sight iff 
them slapping away at Bury and Crewe during 
1998-99 will give everyone something to look 
forward to should the World Dip turn into 
Edvard Munch's The Scream. Besides, what 
with Forest ’Boro and Sunderland on the up 
and Man City showboating through the 
opposite check-out the first division is going to 
be as bereft of high-dass (urns as BBCl’s 
Saturday night schedules. We want a high- 
profile scapegoat and we want one now. 

□ Danny Baker is on Talk Radio (1053- 
1089am) every Saturday at HJOun and 
530pm. 


■ As yet another initiative is 
launched to “Kick Racism 
Out of Soccer". I am contacted by a 
journalist friend who wants to see 
if I might punch up the tired old 
quotes he has scrambled so far. 
Sadly I earn. There is far too much 
grandstanding done in the name 
of defending football from the 
abyss and racism is not something 
that can either be donned and then 
discarded before and after football 
matches like a lucky bobble hat 
He is now reduced to asking me 
about the worst treatment I have 
seen a player receive from a crowd. 
Here I have no hesitancy, ft was at 
non-League Fisher Athletic when 
they played Bristol City in the FA 
Cup second round a few years 
back. The Bristol goalkeeper was 


Combing the depths 
of public ridicule 


totally bald, so bakl he must carry 
his dandruff around in his hand. 

I was unaware of this until The 
Combs Starting Coming.’Just one 
or two at first, but before long the 
sky was dark with this plastic¬ 
toothed and tortoise-shell shower. 
Then one of those ridiculous and 
outsize bright pink combs avail¬ 
able from joke shops sailed above 
my head and thudded an to the top 
of the netting, where it savagely 
grinned down at its victim. Of 


course! This was no accident! This 
was a replay. Not being a Fisher 
fan but merely a Fisher-man’s 
friend. I had forgotten. 

The dome had first presented 
itself at Ashton Gate and. of 
course, everybody had combs with 
them. The goalkeeper took it all 
quite manfully, but, as they came 
out for the second half, his shoul¬ 
ders slumped as he trudged 
towards the far end and an eager 
battalion with fresh ammo. 


Bristol City won 3-2, and I had 
barely finished recounting this 
when on conies Derby County v 
Leicester City on television and 
there is Kasey Keller, the former 
Millwall goalkeeper — a man 
whose feather-cut flowing main 
and Arkansas drawl were his 
trademarks — defending the net 
with but the patchiest of flimsy 
wisps emerging from his pate. 

He is going to bald hid] on a 
handcart and while all manner of 
disgusting prejudices are quite 
rightly highlighted within the 
game today, my heart sinks, for I 
know, as nature robs him of a roof, 
he win have to suffer the gibes and 
cruel unwanted gifts alone and 
without legislation. Naked. At 
least from the eyebrows up. 


BOXING 
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Oliver given chance 
to confirm quality 

• - By Srikumak Sen, boxing correspondent 


jan ** 

,st fof" 


TT1E-super-bantamweight di¬ 
vision, is the most exciting in 
Great Britain, after super-mid- 
. , dkweighLThe weight has four 
'Cwodd-dass boxers with excep- 
> tional talents: Wayne McCull¬ 
ough, of Belfast, Spencer 
Oliver, of Barnet. Patrick 
MuUings, of Harrow, and 
Michael Brodie, from Man¬ 
chester. 

"nieir contests are never dull, 
but. of the four, Oliver, 23. 
stands out as the one with star 
quality. With the right expo¬ 
sure, Oliver, who was recently 
voted the best young, boxer of 
' the year by boxing writers, 
coold become a personality to 
compare with Naseem Hamed 
ami Chris Eubank. 

While boxing fans would 
1 hke to see the four meet, Jess 
Harding, Oliver’s manager. 
Jhas denied to avoid domestic 
ySfemtests. After stopping 
Mailin gs , a pocket Nigel 
. Benn, in tat rounds, in 1997, 
t OUvbt lifted the vacant Euro¬ 
pean championship and de¬ 


fended it three times. Now 
Harding feels that it is time to 
seek a world title challenge. 

Tonight. Oliver makes the 
fourth defence of his Euro¬ 
pean title. He meets Sergei 
Devakov. of Ukraine, ar the 
Albert Hall. Oliver was taken 
the distance by Sergei 
Poilblan. of France, and 
Vincenzo Belcastro, of Italy, 
but his fourth-round knock¬ 
out of Fabrice Benichou. of 
France, a former International 
Boxing Federation champion, 
was a spectacular success, 
especially as Brodie, boxing 
on the undercard, was made 
to struggle by Brian Carr, of 
Scotland. . 

Devakov was outpointed by 
Belcastro and is unlikely to 
cause too many problems for 
Oliver. The Ukrainian is a 
typical East European boxer, 
travelling in straight lines but 
well-schooled and durable. It 
Oliver stops him. he should 
enhance his claim for a world 
title challenge. 


football 


' Ronaldo’s ban lifted 


THE two-match suspension on 
Jonaklo for insulting referees 
nas beat lifted on a technical- 
1 ’^..dealing the Brazil striker to 
Pby for Internationale tomor- 
^iiJtoaldo accused Italian 
°f being corrupt after 
Ceccarini turned down 
penalty appeal against 
and then awarded 
. J®? against Inter seconds later 
ast Sunday.. 

Hisban was lifted on appeal 
“SQase the match report of the 


incident was made by Claudio 
Puglisi. the fourth official, 
rather than Ceecanni. After a 
complex debate, Italy s foot¬ 
ball authorities decided that a 
fourth match official has no 
authority to make such a 

re Ronaldo. who played for 
Brazil in ihe 1-0 loss to 

Argentina on Wednesday, 

deliehted with the verdict. Its 

wonderful news after so many 

sad days.” he said. 


SAILING 


Cayard hoping to make 
the French connection 


THE eighth leg of the 
Whitbread Round the World 
Race starts from here tomor¬ 
row. taking the nine-boat fleet 
3.390 miles across the Atlantic 
to the final stopover at La 
Rochelle before the 450-mile 
dash to the finish at South¬ 
ampton. Bolstered by a 104- 
point lead over Swedish 
Match , in second place. Paul 
Cayard. on EF Language . is 
capable of sealing overall vic¬ 
tory by the time that he docks 
in France. 

The first 100 miles sends the 
boats back down Chesapeake 
Bay — and they will have to 
negotiate the final sections of it. 
which are littered with crab 
and lobster pots, in the dark. 
The first boat out and into the 
north-flowing Gulf Stream 
may well get a jump on those 
behind, with steady south- 
westerlies forecast for the first 
few days. 

After one crew opted to take 
the shortest but most danger¬ 
ous, northerly course on the 
equivalent leg in the last race, 
tattling through fog banks and 
icebergs, the race organisers 
have this time imposed a large 

restricted zone that will keep 

the yachts south of the main 
dangers in the North Atlantic. 

Cayard knows that covering 


From Edward Gorman 

SAILING CORRESPONDENT 
IN ANNAPOLIS 

Gunnar Krantz, on Swedish 
Match, is his only priority. 
“We are not in a position of 
taking risks any more." he 
said. 

Krantz accepts that he has 
only a slim chance of catching 
the Californian. “We do have 
to look carefully behind us 
because Merit Cup [Grant 
Dalton] and Innovation 
Kvaemer [Knut Pros tad] are 
close to us. so it’s a game of 
putting the throttle all the way 
down and not taking too many 
risks,” he said. 

Among new crew members 
on this leg is Isabelle 
Autissier, the leading French 
single-handed sailor, who is 
joining the all-female crew on 
EF Education. She has never 
sailed on a Whitbread 60 
before, but may skipper one 
in die next race. 

On Toshiba, which lan¬ 
guishes in seventh place over¬ 
all, the new navigator is 
Murray Ross, of New Zea¬ 
land, a Whibtread veteran and 
Olympic gold medal-winner 
in the Flying Dutchman dass. 
He replaces Andrew Cape, 
who resigned when the yacht 



Toshiba passes the Chesapeake Bay Bridge during practice 


reached Baltimore. Dennis 
Conner, the syndicate head, is 
hoping Toshiba will finally do 
herself justice. “With Murray 
on board. 1 am optimistic 
about our chances for a podi¬ 
um position in the remaining 
two legs," he said. 

Meanwhile. Turve Jo¬ 
hannesson, the president of 
the Volvo car corporation, 
announced yesterday that the 
next race, starting in 2001, will 
be called the Volvo Ocean 
Race and will be sailed in the 
same class of boat, which will 
be renamed the Volvo Ocean 
60. The race office will remain 
in Great Britain. 

The route has yet to be 
confirmed, but it will definite¬ 
ly start in Britain and follow a 
similar course to the present 
race, Johannesson said. A 
decision on whether the race 
might finish in Gothenburg 
has not yet been taken. 

Johannesson underlined 
that Volvo’s commitment to 
sailing is both significant and 
long-term, comparing it to the 
company's 20-year involve¬ 
ment in equestrianism. In 
addition to taking over the 
Whitbread and promoting 
sailing at youth level around 
the world, the company is also 
to sponsor the ISAF world 
championships. 

Johannesson said Volvo'S 
move into sailing coincided 
with its decision to scale down 
its commitment to equestrian¬ 
ism and golf. “We have chosen 
sailing because we believe it 
strongly embodies all of the 
values that wfll become more 
important over the nett de¬ 
cade." he said. “Strength, 
teamwork, leading-edge tech¬ 
nology. safety, excitement and 
achievement will all be the 
motivators of the future.” 


May the 



res 


team win 




(As long as it's yours) 

For Nationwide Building Society, 
official sponsor of the Football League, 
it's been another great season. 

And, with the final round of decisive games 
about to kick off, wed like to wish all the teams 
involved in crucial matches, and 
their supporters, the very best of luck. 

Enjoy the match! 

It pays to decide... 


Nationwide 


Ihe World's No.1 Building Sodety 
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Mark Ho dkins on on the investment in youth that promises a rich future at struggling Barnsley 


Young blood 
reviving 
club where 
hope ails 

N o one has really today. While their FA Carling 
noticed him. He Premiership pulse is faint, the 
might have been club has made — by its own 
queueing at the tea standards anyway — a prodi- 


N o one has really 
noticed him. He 
might have been 
queueing at the tea 
. hut for all the influence he was 
having on the game. Abruptly 
he was drawn into the play. A 
swivel of the hips, a sudden 
acceleration. 1-0 to the 
Ar-se-naL 

For a ghastly minute, it 
remained die Barnsley faithful 
of the old days of about four 
months ago. when their be¬ 
loved team would 
trudge around, “ 

-cement in their ■ ■ 

boots, while the II 

lithesome sprats I 

from Big Time 
FC effortlessly IT 

notched yet | 

another goal; 60, ^ 

and die big 
Oakwell oh no. II 

Dennis Berg- I I 

kamp, and a ^ 

handful of his 

colleagues, were, 
simply, m a 

league of their fa 

own last Satur- f» 
day. Not for the 
first time this sea- Vo 

son, it marked V 

out die distance 

between Bams- _ 

ley and the foot¬ 
ball elite, the dilettante and the 
dynasty. Tactics and toll are 
sometimes enough, but worth¬ 
less against players with mag¬ 
ic feet Arsenal is the 
quintessential football empire, 
a club imbued with tradition, 
organisation, thoroughness; 
when players pull on foe red- 
arid-white shirt; they sense it is 
important and their privilege. 
They are part of a kinship and 
of the age when it is their turn 
to wear foe family colours. 

The immediate prognosis 
for Barnsley is not good and 
they will be relegated if they do 
not win away to Leicester City 


LIFE 

ATTHE 

TOP 


#4Lh 


today. While their FA Carling 
Premiership pulse is faint foe 
club has made — by its own 
standards anyway — a prodi¬ 
gious investment in its long¬ 
term future. It does not want to 
merely share pitch space with 
the Arsenals and Manchester 
Uniteds, it aspires to its own 
perpetuity of qualify, a Kwik 
Save with designs to become a 
Marks & Spencer. 

Barnsley’s starting line-up 
against Arsenal included four 
players assodat- 
~~~~1 ed with them 

I™ since they were 

■ mm schoolboys. Chris 

Morgan, had he 
• not bear, sus- 

||F pended, would 

HE have taken his: 

place among the 
back three. He is 
wmr another to have 

I worked his way 

" through the 

ranks. 

Three full-time 
members of staff 
"A are charged with 

ensuring that 
• I Barnsley’s suc- 

toj cess is not 

. JV ephemeral. Colin 

ZS Walker, Peter 

_ Casken and 

Maurice Firth 
are youth team coach, acade¬ 
my director and youth liaison 
officer respectively. like many 
clubs, Barnsley is about to 
launch its own academy of 
football. The terminology 
might be a tad cumbersome, 
but the aim is direct enough— 
find young players, nurture 
them and supply them primed 
for the first team. 

“The word I always use 
when asked what we are 
looking for in a lad is ‘atti¬ 
tude’,” Firth, who has been 
connected with Barnsley for 
more than 40 years, said. 
“Attitude" is his shorthand for 



Walker, the youth «wam coach at Barnsley, is working tirelessly to make sure that the club's young talent has a place in the broader picture 


determination, loyalty, a will¬ 
ingness to learn and a love of 
foe dub. ‘Technically, the lads 
are sound. They can do those 
Cruyff turns in their sleep, but 
their attitude has got to be just 
right," he said. 

The progress of Morgan has 
been a fillip to the backroom 
staff. He is seen as epitomising 
foe spirit of the chib. The first 
time he saw me after he had 
broken into the first team, he 
came over and shook my 
hand He said thanks a lot', it 
was only a small thing in itself, 
but it made me fed good" 
Firth said 

Next season. Barnsley will 
have representative teams 
from under-9s to under-16s. At 
the age of 16, players with first- 
team potential mil be offered a 


three-year scholarship at foe 
dub, which effectively replaces 
the old apprenticeship 
scheme. Each week they are 
guaranteed 12 hours of foot¬ 
ball coaching and 12 hours of 
formal education. 

There is a well-spring of 
latent in foe South Yorkshire 
area, but the competition for 
young players is intense. “Put 
it this way," firth said “there 
are sane dubs, not naming 
any names, who we will not 
play friendly matches against 
for obvious reasons. I tell my 
scouts not to approach lads 
signed for other teams. They 
should make a note of their 
details, just in case they be¬ 
come free at a later dale, bit 
leave it at that" 

Banish cannot promise 


Til Li 


II MTS 
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PLAKETlootball 


WORLD CUP 
TICKETS. 


Call the alternative hotline for the chance to win 
World Cup Tickets. See Monday’s Times for details. 


salaries, or even, national 
lame, but Colin Walker takes 
special bait when he visits the 
home of a schoolboy- “1 some¬ 
times take a first-team shirt 
and I say ‘if you are good 
enough and you work out 
enough, this is yours in a few 
years’ time'. They look at out 
first team and see the likes of 
Morgan, Eaden. and Watson, 
and 1 think it gives them hope 
that they can make it” 

Walker knows more than 
anyone about the zeal with 
which dubs pursue gifted 
schoolboys. He was himself a 
footballing child prodigy, scor¬ 
ing 166 goals during one 
season of 22 games. He was 
featured on national television 
and dubbed “better than 
George Best” by one news¬ 


paper. He was slow to devdop 
physically and. while he was 
coveted by football's gentry at 
foe age of 10. the interest in a 
15-year-old who was just 5ft lin 
was negligible. Still, after a 
growth spurt, he eked out a 
living in the game. From 
Matlock Town to Sheffidd 
Wednesday, taking in several 
lowly professional teams and 
a spell as an international for 
New Zealand, when he emi¬ 
grated there in the 1980s. 

Like most of Barnsley’s 
boot-room team, including 
Danny Wilson, the manager, 
who worked in a brickworks. 
Walker served time as a 
“civvy". He was a dustman for 
three years and he brings this 
slice of life authentidty to his 
dealings with young players. 


He was also a Barnsley player, 
with a commendable strike- 
rate of 12 goals in 24 matches. 
“He was crap, but he could 
score goals and I always tell 
him that too," John Dennis, 
the dub chairman, joked. 

Barnsley's dream of serenity 
based upon gilded youth may 
well flounder alongside their 
Premiership existence. “It is all 
very expensive to set up and it 
may become a white elephant 
if foty don't have success with 
the first team." one insider 
said. True, but Barnsley is a 
dub that does not spend what 
it does not have, nor say what 
it does not mean. Noticeably, 
from chairman to scout it is 
talking in most unYorkshire 
terms about the burgeoning 
youth set-up. 


Pain of relegation not 
eased by past glories 

Everton and Manchester City, two big clubs who 


have fallen on hard times, face a crucial weekend 


M anchester City 

down to the second 
division of the 


<1 SANCilNC, I IMS'S 


M anchester City 

down to the second 
division of the 

Nationwide League? Everton 
replacing them in foe first 
division? How are the mighty 
fallen; or all but fallen. 

They can always rise 
again, of course, as 
Nottingham Forest have 
done this season. Acclaimed 
winners of two successive 
European Cups in 1979 and 
1980, never possessing the 
financial dout of more 
fashionable metropoli tan 
teams, it was perhaps 
inevitable that their star 
would wane, as the star 
waned of the remarkable 
Brian Clough. He made 
them, with a good deal of 
help from Peter Taylor. 

Talking of Forest my 
mind goes back a few months 
to a match I saw at the City 
Ground against Manchester 
City, a match in which they 
were totally outplayed. It was 
a game dominated by 
Georgi Kinkladze. the Georgia 
midfield player. Dave 
Bassett foe Forest manager, 
had made no provisions to 
contain him. In consequence, 
he ran foe game, 
displaying his whole 
impressive repertoire. It 
was inconceivable foal 
evening to envisage 
Manchester City fighting 
desperately against 
relegation. 

It is still hard to 
understand what went 
wrong. Frank Clark, 
formerly manager of Forest 
was in charge and there 
has been little doubt of his 
capabilities. Kinkladze, 
alas, is another stay. As one 
frustrated critic says of 
him, “sometimes you can’t 
find him with radar". 
Moreover, whenever 
Kinkladze was dose- 
marked, City’s wheels would 
fail to turn round, so. in 
the end, under Joe Royie’s 
regime, he has been 
dropped. 

I would venture to say 
that City's decline began as 
long ago as 1970—and 



even before that there is a 
curious precedent In 1936-37. 
they won the 

championship with a team 
enlivened by the polymath 
brilliance of Peter Doherty. 
The following season, they 
were relegated, despite 
scoring a host of goals. 

Fast forward to 1970. 

City had won foe 1967-68 
championship under the 
managerial regime of Joe 
Mercer and Malcolm 
Allison. Mercer had. in a 
sense, been the mahout on 
foe back of foe rogue 
elephant — foe elephant 
being his gifted but erratic 
coach, Allison. 

A small group of City 
fans, fearful that Allison 
might leave, bought 
shares from a biddable 
director, gained control of 
the dub and installed Allison 
as manager. That did not 
work. When Allison signed 
that picturesque fantasist 
Rodney Marsh from Queens 
Pork Rangers, things fdl 
apart City failed to win a 
championship foal 
seemed to be theirs for the 
taking. 

Later came foe regime 
of Peter Swales, a self-made 


millionaire, who 
dismissed Mel Machin as 
manager and declared 
that Machin “had no repartee 
with foe fans". 

Everton? They have 
been there before, although 
for many years, before the 
Shankly era, they 
overshadowed Liverpool. 
Howard Kendall in his third 
incarnation as the Everton 
manager, must look back 
nostalgically to the grand 
old days of foe Kendall Ball 
and Harvey midfield, 
when Everton could cope 
with anybody. 

The casual conquest in 
the Cup Winners' Cup. in 
Rotterdam, not to mention 
the championship, in 1985. 
when Liverpool's violent 
fans, one week after Everton's 
Cup Winners’ Cup 
triumph, effectively put 
English dubs out of 
Europe for years to come, 
spoke for themselves. 

But then, what of 
Wolverhampton Wanderers? 
So dominant a dub under 
Stan Cullis right through the 
post-war years until foe 
Sixties, ownership changed, 
much for foe worse, and 
foe ultimate humiliation 
came in 1986. when 
Wolves slid into the old 
fourth division. 

L et us earnestly hope 
that at least foe Stoke 
City v Manchester 
City confrontation this 
wedtend is less explosive 
than it has been in the past. A 
few years ago. when 
Manchester United played at 
the victoria Ground, local 
hooligans hurled bricks at the 
coaches of United fans. 
Inadvertently, they flung one 
through a coach carrying 
The New Seekers and, 
because of foe air 
conditioning, there was a 
huge explosion. 

The pop group thought 
they had been attacked by the 
IRA. Delusions of 
grandeur. There can be few 
left for Manchester City or 
Everton. 


Smith bids 
farewell to 
Ibrox as the 
title tension 
increases 

By Kevin McCarra 

WHEN Walter Smith received 
the Bell’s manager of the 
month award for April yester¬ 
day, he was courteous enough 
not to convey a distracted air. 
Pleasant though the prize 
must have been, he must be 
preoccupied with thoughts of V) 
foe trophies that are still to be 
decided. His Rangers side is in 
foe Tennents Scottish Cup 
final but foe real attention 
fells upon the dub’s prospects 
in foe Bell’s Scottish League 
premier division. 

In that competition, they are 
a point behind Celtic and play 
Kilmarnock at home in their 
penultimate fixture this after¬ 
noon. Smith is approaching 
far more than just foe dose 
season. Today will see him 
take charge of the team for the 
last time at Ibrox. since he 
is to stand down as manager 
in the summer, when Dick 
Advocaat, of PSV Eindhoven, 
succeeds him. 

Given the Dutchman’s in¬ 
tention to revamp Rangers, a * 
few players will be joining 
Smith in taking their last bow 
at foe dub. with Ally McCoist 
and Andy Goram the most 
distinguished figures leaving 
the stage. Smith draws satis¬ 
faction from the fact that there 
can be no (ready sentiment to 
the occasion. 

"A few of us," the manager 
said. “will feel a little bit of 
regret, but all of that is 
secondary to the match itself. 

It would have been different if 
we had nothing to play for." 

For a while this season, it had 
seemed that emotion would 
have to fill foe gap in Rangers' 
life that is usually filled by 
ambition. The dub's hopes of 



Smith: April award 

a tenth successive title ap¬ 
peared dead at the beginning 
of last month. 

The manager of the month 
award is recognition of a 
recovery that saw Rangers 
beat Celtic twice, once in the ^ 
league and once in foe Scottish ** 
Cup, while Jorg Albertz, their 
Germany midfield player, re¬ 
ceived the player of foe month 
award. All foe same, the Ibrox 
dub’s record has not been 
without flaw and, two weeks 
ago at Pittodrie, Aberdeen 
brat them for the first time in 
three years in the premier 
division. 

Rangers have recovered a 
little of their strength, without 
quite ridding themselves of 
fallibility. Kilmarnock, who 
currently occupy the fourth 
place in the table that confers 
entry to the Uefa Cup, will not 
travel to Glasgow with trepi¬ 
dation, even if they may be j 
again without Paul Wright. * 
the forward, who has been 
troubled by a back injury. 
“Outside the three dubs who 
have been contesting foe title." 
Smith said. “Kilmarnock have 
been the best" 

The identity of the official on 
duty this afternoon has 
caused controversy. Bobby 
Tait is making his final ap¬ 
pearance as a premier division 
referee and there have been 
newspaper daims that he has 
a fondness for Rangers and 
asked to be appointed to foe 
game at Ibrox. 

“I find it very strange that 
Mr Tait is receiving criticism 
at this stage of his career." 
Smith said. "He has been a f 
grade one official for len 
years and, if there was any 
bias towards Rangers, you 
would have thought it would 
have surfaced before now." 
There are other respects, too. 
in which motives will be 
questioned this weekend. 

Celtic will become even 
stronger favourites for the title 
if they win at East End Park 
tomorrow. Dunfermline, their 
opponents, might be suspected 
of indifference, given that they 
have already ensured survival 
in the premier division, but it 
is likely that Celtic's need for 
victory will add intensity to foe 
afternoon and galvanise both 
teams. * 

Fear and desperation can be w 

taken for granted at Easter 
Road. Should Hibernian de¬ 
feat Dundee United, they will 
be just two points behind the 
Tannadice dub as they at¬ 
tempt to evade relegation. 
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, J keeps them alive 
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^WtoryBanwIej (today) 

Barnsley must win to stay up 


.* X/ Newcastle v Chebea (today) 
A win makes Newcastle safe; 
defeat could be dangerous 


‘•i - rr? 


Wimbledon v Tottenham (today) 
.. Both sides, especially 
Spurs, need points 


FIRST DIVISION 

•'ft***; 

An matches tomorrow .. 

^Champions: Nottingham Forest : 


ISunderlarKl, Chartton, Ipswich 


--2r 

• • •' 




Middlesbrough v Oxford 

Boro win and up they go 


Swindon v Sunderland 

A win gives Sunderland a chanoe 
of automatic promotion ™ 

♦ 

1 

Birmingham v Chartton 

Birmingham must win and hope.^^. 
to reach play-offs; Charlton must B 
- win and hooe to eo straight ud 

ir- 

r 

f\ * 

h; 

Stockport v Sheffield (ltd 

United need a win to be sure 

of the play-offs ■ 

1 ’ 

Stoke v Man City 

Both teams need to win to have r~ 
a chance. A draw probably 
relegates both 

■T, - 

Bradford v Portsmouth .7: 

If Portsmouth win, they are safe ' 

• J . 

Huddersfield v Port Vale 

If Port Vale win they are safe 


QPR vBury 

A draw makes them both safe 
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: - Already deckled: Promoted: Bristol City, Watford ; 

-V vf^Rel^ated: Southend, Carlisle : 

^ « &raranteed at least play-off places: Grimsby , 
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Preston v Bristol CHy 

City must win to be certain of 
the championship 

- 1 a 

# \ \ 


Fulham v Watford 

1 *! 

At 

Fulham need a draw for the 
playoffs; Watford must do 
better than Bristol City 

A i ; j 

>. .j; 

: . J 


York v Northampton 
Northampton need a 

* J 5 


draw for playoffs 

-i • 


Gillingham v Wigan 

A win puts Gillingham in the 
play-offs, a draw might do 


t 


» 




>••• 

.L. 
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Bristol Rovers v Brentford 

Rovers must win for play-offs; 
Brentford need at least a draw 
to stay up _ 


Southend v Wrexham 

Wrexham must win for play-offs 0 


;.-'y i f 


Burnley v Plymouth 

Burnley must win to be certain of 
v. f | J'Vir - safety; a draw might save 
v F F:.. ^ Plymouth 




—— / AH matches today j 

J Already decided: Champions: Notts County 
1 Promoted: Macclesfield ■ 

~ £ Reflated: Doncaster „ • 

- ; ? Guaranteed at least play-off places: Torquay. 

\ A Lincoln, Colchester. Scarborough_. 


Mil 


Leyton Orient v Torquay ^ 

A win promotes Torquay, a 
draw is probably enough 

Lincoln v Brfcjhton 
Lincoln need three points to go 
up and hope Torquay lose 


# '-Ar 
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Doncaster v Colchester a 

Colchester must win fe go ^ 

up and hope others fa»_ 


i-4y 

i;: ■ 


Chester v Scarborough a. 

Scarborough must win to 
go up and others fail _ 


t • <fcyr±:-‘ : . 
* ■. * • * 
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FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


Fallen giants seek Royle pardon 


Latest man to 
take charge 
at Maine Road 
surveys task 
of arresting 
years of decline 


J oe iteyle is sitting bad: 
in his chair behind his 
small desk in his small 
office, thinking about 
the better times, when 
Manchester City supporters 
used to travel to Stoke carry¬ 
ing inflatable giant bananas 
and bedecked in fancy dress. 
There may not be quite the 
same degree of levity what his 
team go to the Britannia 
Stadium tomorrow afternoon 
to 6ghl for their Nationwide 
League first division lives. 
“Let'S hope there’s nobody 
going as an undertaker,” he 
says. 

Blade humour has become a 
prerequisite for anyone con¬ 
nected with the grotesquely 
protracted funeral procession 
that supporting City has be¬ 
come these past IS years, but it 
is to Royie’s credit that he has 
managed to ding on to his so 
far. It may only have been nine 
weeks since he took charge at 
the dub, but what he has 
inherited is a well-chronided 
situation that veers between 
chaos and anarchy and fills 
the club's followers with an 
appalled wonder. 

“You haven’t got time." he 
says when he is asked, like all 
the other managers have been 
asked before him. about the 
reasons why things should 
have reached this pass at a 
dub that still attracts more 
than 30.000 loyal supporters 
to its home games but is now 
teetering on the brink of 
relegation to the Nationwide 
League second division. 
“Quite seriously, you have not 
got time." 

Instead, he begins with a 
bitter-sweet anecdote, a story 
that could have come out of 
some inner-city drama. It is a 
Boys from the Black Stuff 
story, something that would 
be funny if ir was not so sad. if 
tt did not tell you just how low 
a proud dub had been 
brought and how desperate its 
supporters have grown. 

It steins from the fact that the 
chib does not have its own 
training ground. Royle 
describes the fadhty the players 
use as “a cross between a 
cr&che. a zoo and a fast-food 
outlet”. It is in Moss Side and is 
owned fay the community. Local 
sides play on it and the surface 
is so uneven that a Sunday 
league team might rqect it. 
Added to that, the facilities are 
open to the public They wander 
in and out as they please, 
intruding on the private grief 
that post-match training ses¬ 
sions have become. 

“A couple of weeks ago." 
Royle says. “1 was sitting in 
my office when there was a 
knock at die door. There was a 
young fella standing there 
who we’d never seen before. I 
said ‘can I help you’ and he 



Royle does not argue with the view that the match at Stoke tomorrow could be the biggest in the history of the dub. Photograph: Marc Aspland 


said ’I’ve come for a trial'. I 
said ‘right’ and he said ‘I can 
score goals for you. I can score 
lots of goals for you'. So I said 
‘well, who do you play for’? 
And he said ‘I don’t piay for 
anyone but I can score goals 
for you’. 

"Thar sort of thing is just a 
symptom. We have not landed 
where we are now on the back 
of one bad season or a few bad 
results. We lost home games 
earlier this season to dubs like 
Port Vale, Bury, Stoke and 
Huddersfield and, in the short 
term, that is why we are in the 
fix we are in now. But I could 
see the problems here from 
afar. 


Tl 


his has been com¬ 
ing. This is a culmi¬ 
nation of things 
happening over so 
many seasons. Too many 
changes, too many different 
kinds of players thai don’t 
necessarily suit the place, 
some who cant handle die size 
of the arena here, too many 
managers’ choices, poor train¬ 
ing facilities. This has not 
arrived by accident This has 
been coming." 

Give or take a few hapless 
caretakers, Royle is the six¬ 
teenth manager to have 
walked through the revolving 
doors at Maine Road since he 
left the club as a player in the 
aftermath of their victory in 
the 1976 League Cup final, the 
last time that they won a 
trophy. Other established 
players in their prime, men 
such as Asa Hartford. Peter 
Barnes and Willie Donachie. 
were allowed to leave with him 



as Malcolm Allison took over 
for the second time. Many fed 
City have not been the same 
again. 

Now. they need to beat 
Stoke City, their fellow travel¬ 
lers in the relegation battle, to 
have a chance of staying in the 
modest surrounds of the first 
division. Even if they win, they 
will still go down if Ports¬ 
mouth and Port Vale both 
secure victories, too. The odds 
are stacked against them. 

They may have to tty to 
achieve their victory without 
Georgi Kink! adze, the Geor¬ 
gian who has become a won¬ 
derful consoliation amid all 
the mediocrity. Royle. though, 
has used him sparingly any¬ 
way and sees him as part of 
the problem as much as the 
solution. 


“He does have a George 
Best-like talent." Royle says. 
“People have dung on to him 
because he does things that 
mere mortals can only dream 
of. What he seldom does are 
tiie tilings that ordinary play¬ 
ers do. He seldom tracks back, 
tackles, gets back in the shape 
of things or trains hard. Some 
people say the problems have 
come because Geo has not had 
the support he should have 
had from the team, others 
would say h is because the 
team have not had the support 
from him. Somewhere in be¬ 
tween the truth might lie." 

But as befits a manager who 
once masterminded Oldham 
Athletic’s escape from relega¬ 
tion by winning their final 
three games of the season and 
dragged Everton away from 
relegation when he tod: over 
at Goodison Park. Royle re¬ 
mains optimistic that there is 
still hope of belated salvation, 
that things may be on the 
verge of getting better. 

When he arrived. City had 
54 professionals on their 
books, far more than most 
Premiership dubs. Their re¬ 
serve team was stocked with 
players who had been bought 
by other managers. “We have 
got good young kids here." 
Royle says. “There are players 
here who are desperate for a 
chanoe and they have just been 
smothered. That is changing 
now.” 

There is a new chairman, 
too, David Bernstein, the 
chairman of the French Con¬ 
nection fashion group, and he 
is already helping Royle in the 
search for new fac ili ties. With 


Francis Lee gone, the dub at 
last seems to be pulling togeth¬ 
er in its adversity rather than 
pulling itself apart The future, 
though, rests on 90 minutes at 
Stoke. 

“When people in Manches¬ 
ter say it is the biggest game in 
the dub's history, then f can't 
really argue with them,” Royle 
says. “It is the biggest game I 
have ever been involved with. 


‘He remains 
optimistic 
that things 
may be about 
to improve’ 


We can start trying to turn 
everything around by staying 
up. That is massive. If we did 
go down, the problems would 
take on even greater propor¬ 
tions because then the players 
that 1 had in mind to bring 
here next season might not 
fancy the second division. 

"The purse strings would be 
tighter because the crowds 
would be less, so you end up 
chasing your tail again. You 
say: ‘How does a dub this size 
get to this stage? Well, Aston 
Villa did it several years ago 


and Newcastle nearly did it It 
can happen, but now we have 
got to hope for a phoenix from 
the ashes job. 

“I have signed a contract for 
this season plus two more. I 
am told by people they can see 
an improvement in the team. 
Whether that is just because 
they think that is what I want 
to hear is another tiling. If we 
go down, it will put us back a 
year and it will be bloody hard 
to get ouL It would be prepos¬ 
terous to think we will come 
storming bade out of that 
division. It wfll be a bitter pill 
for everyone to swallow. 

"But there is always hope. If 
the worst happened, it would 
not be like a small team going 
down and they would be going 
down the spiral even faster. 
Because of the size and the 
resources and the potential of 
the place, hopefully we would 
be back up sooner rather than 
later — but we still have not 
given up hope. I still think we 
can win at Stoke and, if we did. 
I think we would be very 
unfortunate to go down." 

With that, Royle gets up to 
go. He walks out into the foyer 
just as the lunch crowd are 
beginning to arrive. If there is 
any consolation, it is that they 
are walking into a restaurant 
called Oasis. How City could 
do with one of those in their 
desert 


Survival instinct lifts Kendall 


SOME THINGS in life seem 
to have been there for ever — 
Wisderu Bob Monkhouse, and 
Arsenal and Everton in the top 
division. Tomorrow, when 
Arsenal and Everton meet the 
tenure of the latter in the FA 
Carling Premiership could 
well be undermined by the 
former. 

Only Arsenal have been in 
the top division in English 
football longer than Everton. 
For 44 years. Goodison Park 
has entertained the elite of the 
game, safe in its inalienable 
right to such supremecy. 
These days, there is no roam 
for such complacency in the 
money-driven world of foot¬ 
ball and the expected defeat 
for Everton, as Arsenal con¬ 
firm their status as champi¬ 
ons, will have dramatic 
consequences for the Mersey¬ 
side chib. 

No wonder, then, that How¬ 
ard Kendall, the Everton man¬ 
ager, describes the next wedc 
as die most important in his 
managerial career. “We need 
four points from our last two 
matches to be sure of surviv¬ 
al,’' he. said yesterday. “Of 
course, things might.be differ¬ 
ent on Saturday night after 
Bolton have played, but as it 
stands at present we know 
that we have to go to Arsenal 
and spoil their party." 

Ian Wright is likely to 
return for Arsenal, on the 
substitutes’ bench, as Arsene 
Wenger, the manager, re¬ 
places the injured Dennis 
Bergkamp with Christopher 
Wreh. Dave Watson, the 
Evenon defender, is likely to 
be recalled by Kendall after 
recovering from a knee injury. 


By David Maddock and Russell Kempson 


lar 


Manchester City have simi- 
r problems to Everton. 
Skullung in the lowest league 
position in their history, they 
are facing the prospect of 
falling out of the leading two 
divisions for the first time 
Such a prospect does not 
bear thinking about, particu¬ 
larly because of the financial 
implications for a publidy- 
listed company: which ex¬ 
plains why City are prepared 
to charter a private jet to bring 
Georgi Kinkladze tack from a 
game for Georgia, his country, 
in Tunisia today. 

It will mean the midfield 
player turning out this eve¬ 
ning and then again at Stoke 
City tomorrow. “Georgia 
refuse to release him. so we 
will try to get him back on a 


private plane," Joe Royle, the 
City manager, said. 

Fbr Middlesbrough, it is not 
a plane that is required to get 
their best player on the field, 
but a doctor. Paul Gascogine 
faces a fitness test this morn¬ 
ing on an injured ankle, but is 
likely to face Oxford United in 
a match where victory would 
guarantee Middlesbrough 
automatic promotion. “I can’t 
see why we cant do h, this is a 
Premiership club and that is 
where we belong,” Gascoigne 
said. 

If Middlesbrough win, 
pushing Sunderland and 
Chariton Athletic into the 
5 , it will signal the end 
Nigel Pearson, the central 
defender. Pearson. 34, was the 
first signing of Bryan Robson. 


play-offs, 
for Nigel 


Bergkamp receives 
honour from writers 


ONE double is already as¬ 
sured at Highbury after Den¬ 
nis Bergkamp was yesterday 
named the Football Writers’ 
Association Footballer of the 
Year to go with the Player of 
the Year trophy he received 
from the Professional Foot¬ 
ballers’ Association last month 
(Man Dickinson writes). 

A hamstring injury means 
that the Holland internation¬ 
al will be absent tomorrow 
when victory for Arsenal over 
Everton will clinch the FA 
Carling Premiership title, but 
his influence this season has 
been immense. 


Arstae Wenger, his manag¬ 
er at Highbury, said: “At the 
beginning of the season, Den¬ 
nis was unstoppable and he 
can still get better. 1 wfll have 
many wonderful memories of 
him this season, particularly 
his goal against Leicester, 
when be juggled the ball, the 
one against Southampton, 
when he showed the strength 
and rage to burst through, 
and the one at Barnsley last 
week, because it was so im¬ 
portant” Wenger added that 
it is still touch and go whether 
Bergkamp will be fit for the 
FA Cup Final. 


die Middlesbrough 
when joining from 
Wednesday for £500,000 four 
years ago. 

“People said 1 was buying 
an injury-prone player, but 
they’ve been proved wrong," 
Robson said. “Nigel has been 
a great servant to the dub and 
a great help to me." Pearson 
will only delay his retirement 
if Middlesbrough slip up 
against Oxford and are forced 
into the play-offs. 

In the second division, Ful¬ 
ham chase the draw that they 
need to reach the play-oflis 
when they play Watford at 
Craven Cottage in front of an 
expected 17,000 crowd. Wat¬ 
ford could be crowned cham¬ 
pions if they better tbe result of 
Bristol City, who travel to 
Preston North End. 

Torquay United will secure 
automatic promotion from the 
third division if they beat 
Leyton Orient, but the players 
of Mansfield Town, with noth¬ 
ing to play for, have no pay, 
either. They have not received 
their wages for the second 
successive month and have 
called in the Protesional Foot- 
bailers' Association to help 
solve their problem. 

In the latest twist to the 
Crystal Palace saga, Ron 
Noades, the Palace chairman, 
said yesterday that he is 
willing to restructure the take¬ 
over deal of Mark Goldberg, 
the prospective new owner, so 
that sanity might possibly 
return to Sefhurst Park. 
Noades. once rid of Palace, is 
reported to be considering a 
takeover of Brentford, the 
struggling second-division 
chib. 
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FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


Wenger worked his 
magic at Arsenal 
despite the rumours 


I expect Arsenal to be con¬ 
firmed as champions this 
weekend and, if they are, it will 
be a thoroughly deserved success. 
No one, not even players from 
rival teams, can deny that They 
have done it the hard way and 
proved themselves to be the best 
side over a long, hard season. 

I can remember when Liverpool 
beat them at Highbury at die end 
of November, people suggested 
that they were a struggling side, 
that the foreigners within the dub 
were at war with each other, that 
the manager had lost die plot and 
had to be replaced. 

They were poor that day, that 
much is true, but. even then. I 
knew that most of the stories about 
Arsenal were wrong. When you go 
away on England duty, you get all 
the gossip from different clubs 
and. believe me. if there was a split 
at Arsenal, then their England 


players would have been talking 
about it. 

I have spoken to the Arsenal 
players ana asked them about 
their new regime and they have all 
said that there were no problems 
with the foreign players. In fact, 
even during their bad spell over 
Christmas, they were enthusiastic, 
because they believed it was only a 
matter of time before everything 
clicked. 

They have been proved correct, 
spectacularly so. If there were no 
big political battles, then why did 
Arsenal appear to go off the rails, 
wiry did they get that torrent of 
criticism? First, they were simply 
going through a bad patch, which 
every team in the division goes 
through at some stage in the 
season, no matter how good or big 
the dub is. Second, there was 
clearly a spell when their foreign 
players went through a transition 


period as they came to grips with 
the demands of English football. 
When you have a new side, there is 
always a period of settling in, 
especially when the style of play is 
alien. 

I also think that, like most dubs, 
they struggled to overcome a few 
injuries. When we beat them. 
Viera was missing and 1 think he 
has been a significant influence 
this season. They have also lost 
Bergkamp. Adams. Bould and — 
of course—Ian Wright for periods. 
To have won the league without 
Wrighty. who is such an important 
player for them, is a significant 
achievement 

Speaking to their players, it is 
dear that Arsdne Wenger, their 
manager, commands a great deal 
of respect I had to laugh when I 
heard die tales about Wenger 
apparently not having the players 
behind him at Highbury earlier in 



the season. The same players who 
were supposed to dislike him so 
much came to England duty and 
raved about him. 

Wenger has introduced new 
diets, fitness programmes and 
training regimes at Highbury. The 
very fact that he came in with new 
ideas was a breath of fresh air at 
the dub and h has paid dividends. 
1 know Gary Lewin, the England 
and Arsenal physio, well and he 
also says just how excellent 
Wenger has been. 

There is another factor behind 
their success as well — the crowd. 
There is a lot more noise at 


Highbury these days, especially 
behind one of the goals, which 
used to have no atmosphere at all a 
few years ago. You could even say 
that they were a bit wooden. 

■ Qualified success 
For Liverpool. Arsenal’s success is 
frustrating, because it means 
another year has passed without 
winning a trophy. If we win our 
last three matches, we will finish in 
third position, which would quali¬ 
fy us for a place in the Uefa Cup 
and be regarded as a success at 
most clubs — but not at Liverpool. 
We need to win things. We are a 


massive chib and our supporters 
demand success: they want to win 
trophies. 

In may career, I have won two 
cup medals, but I am at an age 
new where I want to win trophies 
and to play against the best players 
in Europe. First and foremost, you 
want to just get into Europe and 
the Uefa Cup is an achievement 
but ideally, it is the European Cup 
that die fans, the players and the 
management are desperate to 
qualify for. 

■ Much ado about nothing 
I cannot complete this column 
without mentioning the incredible 
fuss generated by Glenn Hoddle's 
derision to let the media know that 
Eileen Drewery has been working 
with some England players. 

You would have thought that he 
had brought in a criminal, instead 
of a lovely woman who is there 
merely to help the players with 
their mental and physical prepara¬ 
tions. by supporting the rest of the 
England staff. 

In particular, I was amazed to 
find myself described as a sceptic 
and a ringleader among the play¬ 
ers against Eileen. One newspaper 
even quoted me as apparently 
saying that I thought it was ail a 
load of rubbish. Another said rude 
things about my lip. 

1 have spoken to David Davies, 
the England director of commun¬ 
ications, and we are now consult¬ 


ing lawyers because I have never 
spoken to airy member of toe 
media about Eileen Drewery and 
would never dream of speaking 
out against her. 

My view about her work, for 
what it is worth, is that I would 
never criticise anyone or anything 
dial could help a player when he 
was injured. Fortunately. I have 
missed only about four matches in 
toe last four or five years, but if I 
suffered a long-term injury, then I 
would be prepared to accept any 
help I could. Similarly, if she can 
help a player to get his mental 
attitude right, then surely that 
must be a positive benefit 

■ Mixed emotions 
Finally. I must mention Everton. 
There are plenty of our fans who 
are praying that they will lose at 
Arsenal an Sunday and suffer the 
indignity of relegation. I am not 
among them. 

It would certainly give our fans a 
buzz for a week or two and there is 
no doubt that it would allow every¬ 
one connected to Liverpool a wry 
smile, but after that 1 think that 
we would miss toe far greater buzz 
of a derby. 

Players love appearing in toe 
really big matches and Everton is 
one of them. I am praying for an 
Everton win. 1 think it must be the 
effect of a long, hard season. 

Steve MCManaman 


FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 


(Last week’s position in brackets) 




t. ARSENAL (1) 




2. MANCHESTER UTD (2) 


3. CHELSEA (4) 


4. LIVERPOOL (3) 


6. BLACKBURN ROVERS (7) 


7. WEST HAM UTD 


8. ASTON VILLA (8) 


9. LEICESTER CITY (19) 


10. DERBY COUNTY (9) 
11CbVENTRY'QTF^^ 


12. SOUTHAMPTON (12) 


13. SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY (14) 


14. WIMBLEDON (13) 


15. NEWCASTLE UTD (15) 


16. TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR (17) 


17. EVERTON (16) 


18. BOLTON WANDERERS (19) 


19. BARNSLEY 
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ATTACK 


Goals scored 

Avge 

Goals per half 

1st 

2nd 

1. Chelsea 

68 

1.89 

Arsenal 

36 

28 

=. Manchester Utd 

68 

1.89 

Aston Villa 

16 

29 

3. Arsenal 

64 

1.83 

Barnsley 

22 

15 

4. Liverpool 

59 

1.67 

Blackburn 

32 

24 

5. Leeds 

56 

1.56 

Bolton 

15 

21 

=. Blackburn 

56 

1.56 

Chelsea 

28 

40 

7. Sheffield Wed 

51 

1.42 

Coventry 

20 

23 

8. West Ham 

49 

1.40 

Crystal Palace 

14 

17 

9. Derby 

49 

1.36 

Derby 

27 

22 

=. Southampton 

49 

1.36 

Everton 

19 

21 

11. Leicester 

47 

■\& 

Leeds Utd 

29 

27 

12. Aston Villa 

45 

125 ; 

Leicester 

20 

27 

13. Coventry 

43 

1.19 

Liverpool 

20 

39 

14. Everton 

40 

1.11 | 

Manchester Utd 

27 

41 

15. Barnsley 

37 

1.03 

Newcastle 

15 

17 

=. Tottenham 

37 

1.03 

Sheffield Wed 

22 

29 

17. Bolton 

36 

1.00 

Southampton 

19 

30 

18. Newcastle 

32 

0.89 

Tottenham 

16 

21 

19. Crystal Palace 

31 

0.89 

West Ham 

20 

29 

20. Wimbledon 

31 

0.86 

Wimbledon 

12 

19 


CAUTIONS 


Cards Issued 


Yefiaw Red 


1. Everton 75 5 

2. Leeds Utd 75 4 

3. Derby 75 2 

4. Coventry 66 5 

5. Arsenal* 67 3 

& Bolton 64 5 

7. Sheffield Wed 64 4 

6. Chelsea 64 3 

9. C Palace 65 2 

10. Barnsley 59 4 

11. Newcastle 61 2 

12. Manchester Utd* 59 1 

13. Southampton 56 3 

14. Tottenham 57 2 

15. Blackburn 54 4 

16. West Ham 53 4 

17. Liverpool 49 2 

18. Wimbledon 46 1 

19. Leicester 42 2 

2D. Aston VUla 41 1 

• Giu/w? daatispajed&ased 


IIESSIZ3i.;Ljlll 


iimnszan 

ffi 


OFFENDERS 


Premiership only 


Goals 


Sutton (Blackburn) 

Berakamp (Arsenal) 

Gailacher (Blackburn) 
Hasselbaink (Leeds) 


Huckerby (Coventry) 

Baiano (Dertjy) 

Di Canto (Sheffield Wed) 
Wanchope (Derby) 

Blake (Bolton) 

Ferguson (Everton) 

Flo (Cheteea) 

Ostenstad 

Le Ussier 

McManaman (Liverpool) 

Ovennars (Arsenal) 

Redfeam (Barnsley) 

Vialfi (Chelsea) 

Wallace (Leeds) 

Wright (Arsenal) 

Yorka (Aston Villa) 


17 

16 

16 

16 

16 

16 

15 

14 

14 

12 

12 

12 

11 

11 

11 

11 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 


REFEREES 


Premier only 

Cards/ptaysrs 

Premiership 

Cards Issued 

Arsenal 

8Y Bould 

games only 

P Yellow 

Red 

Aston Villa 

6Y Taylor 

1. G Willard 

20 

86 

7 

Barnsley 

8Y Sheridan 

2. M Reed 

18 

79 

2 

Blackburn 

7Y-1R Sutton 

3. G Barber 

21 

87 

6 

Bolton 

8Y-1R Bergsson 

4. U Rennie 

19 

78 

4 

Chelsea 

lOYWise 

5.GPoU 

20 

73 

8 

Covenby 

9Y-2R Wiffiams 

6. J Winter 

19 

71 

2 

C Palace 

9Y FuflartOn 

7. D EBeray 

18 

61 

4 

Derby 

9Y-2R Erartio 

8. S Dunn 

15 

51 

2 

Everton 

7Y+3R Biflc 

9. P Durian 

18 

60 

3 

Leeds Utd 

9Y+1R Radebe 

10. A Wilkie 

21 

68 

2 

Leicester 

BY Efflott/Lennon 

11. M R3ey 

19 

59 

3 

Liverpool 

SYlnce 

IZNBany 

19 

61 

1 

Man Utd 

8YSchoies 

13. M Bodenham 

20 

61 

1 

Newcastle 

10Y+2R Batty 

14. P AJcOCk 

19 

54 

1 

Sheff Wed 

8Y+1R Carbone 

15. G Ashby 

18 

49 

2 

Southampton 

SYLundekvam 

16. P Jones 

20 

55 

2 

Tottenham 

7Y+1R Vega 

17.0 Gallagher 

18 

47 

2 

West Ham 

QYMoncur 

18. S Lodge 

19 

49 

2 

Wimbledon 

6Y Kimble/Perry 

19. K Burge 

18 

44 

4 


Goals concadad 


Avge 


1. Manchester Utd 26 0.72 

2. Arsenal 28 0.80 

3. Leicester 37 1.03 

4. Wimbledon 39 1.08 

5. Chelsea 40 1.11 

6. Leeds 42 1.17 

=. Newcastle 42 1.17 

8. Liverpool 41 1.17 

9. Coventry 43 1.19 

10. Aston Villa 47 1.31 

11. West Ham 46 1.31 

12. Derby 49 137 

13. Blackburn 50 1.39 

14. Everton 51 1.41 

15. Southampton 52 1.44 

16. Tottenham 53 1.47 

17. Bolton 57 1.58 

18. Sheffield Wed 63 1.75 

19. Crystal Palace 63 1.60 

20. Barnsley 79 2.19 


AERIAL THREAT 


Haadad goats: 


For 


Agt 


Arsenal 

Aston Villa 

Barnsley 

Blackburn 

Bolton 

Chelsea 

Coventry 

Crystal Palace 

Derby 

Everton 

Leeds Utd 

Leicester 

Liverpool 

Manchester Utd 

Newcastle 
Sheffield Wed 
Southampton 
Tottenham 
West Ham 
Wimbledon 


8 

7 

7 
6 

8 

15 

4 

5 

6 

14 

16 

15 

5 

12 

6 

11 

7 

14 

5 

9 


5 

11 

17 

5 

14 

7 

7 

9 

12 

16 

5 

6 
9 
3 

10 

12 

10 

5 
11 

6 


GLEAN SHEETS 


Clean Failed 
sheet to score 


Arsenal 

18 

7 

Aston Vrfia 

8 

11 

Barnsley 

6 

11 

Blackburn 

13 

10 

Bolton 

10 

12 

Chelsea 

13 

9 

Coventry 

12 

13 

Crystal Palace 

5 

14 

Derby 

11 

16 

Everton 

10 

12 

Leeds Utd 

11 

12 

Leicester 

14 

9 

Liverpool 

11 

4 

Manchester Utd 

18 

7 

Newcastle 

10 

13 

Sheffield Wed 

8 

7 

Southampton 

8 

11 

Tottenham 

10 

14 

West Ham 

8 

9 

Wimbledon 

13 

16 


INTERNET. 


FA Premier s h i p clubs' official websites 


Arsenal 

wwwjreenalxo.uk 

Aston Via 

1miMw.8stonvftD-iaeo.11k 

Barnsley 

www.yarkshlre-web.caukAfiVBFC.KrM- 

Btackbum 

www.rovers.co. 1* 

Tlnlfiwi 

Donon 

www-boftonwfcxaiit 

Chemo 

www.cbeteenfc.co.iA 

Coventry 

wwwxdc.co.uk 

C Palace 

www.cpte.coiA 

Dorty 

www.ddc.cauk 

Everton 

wemnfamereeyworklxam 

Leeds 

wwwJutexa.uk 

Leicester 

wwwJcfcxo.uk 

Liverpool 

— 

Man Utd 

wwwxkyxp.iA/sporWmanu 

Mvwcnrto 

wwwjw*castte-uieLcox*/nufc 

Sham Wad 

www.swte.cauk 

Southampton 

wwwjoton.ac.uk/-3aim3 

Tottenham 

wwwjpurexg.uk 

West Ham 

www.waathainuntedxo.uk 

Wimbledon 

— 

FA PremteraNp 

www.le-cciflng.com 



Kc*-on 3.0 unless stated * otonoras aMchsf 
Pools coupon numbers m brackets 
ki Premiership fixtures, f denotes said out. 
otherwise seats rivataCrie 

TODAY 

FA Caring Premiership 

(1) t Bolton v Crystal Palace ... 

(-1 Coventry v Blocttxm__ 

12) *t Leicester v Barnsley.. 

(3) t Liverpool v West Ham __ 

(4) t Newcastle v Chelsea- 

<-) Sheffield Wednesday v Aston Vila 

(5) t Southampton v l 

(6) *t Wimbledon v Tc 
Nationwide League 
Second division 

S Bretol flowns v Bronriad 

Btrrtey v Plymouth.. 

(9) Chesterfldo v Blackpool .. 

(10) FUhamv Watford_ 

(11) Gillingham v Wigan. 

It?) Gnmsby v OWham.— 

(13) * Luton v Carksle .. 

(14) MitwaO v Bournemouth 

(15) Preston v Bristol City_ 

(16) Southend v Wrexham_ 

(17} WaisaAv Wycombe. 

(18) Yoricv Northampton ...... 



p 

W D L 

F 

A 

Pte 

Bristol C4y. 

45 25 10 10 

68 

37 

85 

Watford. 

45 

23 18 6 

65 

40 

85 

Gnmsby - 

45 

18 15 11 

55 

35 

72 

Firfham. 

45 

20 10 15 

b9 

41 

70 

Northampton . 

45 

18 16 11 

52 

37 

m 

Gnngham. .... 

45 

19 12 14 

52 

47 

89 

Bread Rovos. 

45 

19 10 16 

68 

63 

67 

Wrexham. . 

45 

17 16 12 

52 

50 

87 

Chestsrirelo 

45 

18 18 13 

45 

43 

64 

Boumemotrih . 

45 

17 12 16 

55 

51 

63 

Wigan . . 

45 

17 10 18 

64 

66 

61 

Bteckpool. 

45 17 10 18 

58 

68 

61 

Okfram. 

45 

14 16 15 

60 

54 

58 

Yorir . 

4b 

14 18 15 

52 

58 

58 

Wycomba. 

45 

13 10 14 

50 

53 

57 

Preston. .. __ 

45 

14 14 17 

54 

55 

56 

hBtwall. . 

45 

14 13 18 

42 

52 

5b 

Liicn. 

4b 

13 15 17 

b/ 

62 

b4 

Waisal . 

45 

14 12 19 

43 

51 

54 

Brentford. 

4b 

11 17 17 

49 

89 

50 

FVhootfi 

E3 

12 13 20 

54 

68 

49 

Bumtey 

45 

12 13 20 


64 

49 

Carfrsie 

4b 

irBr-l 

55 

/U 

44 

Southend 

Third division 

4b 


48 

76 

43 

119) Cardiff v C 






bLcjQ 

Scarborough ... 





Exeter v Macdesfieid .. 

i Hull v Cambridge Utd . 

i Leyton Orient vTorquay. 

I Lincoln V Bnahtor... 

Mansfield v Swansea. 

Notts Couty v Rotherham. 


(29) Rochdale v Bamel 

(30) Shrewsbury v Scunthorpe 


Torquay. 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

PIS 

45 

28 

12 

5 

77 

41 

98 

45 

22 

13 

10 

80 

43 

79 

45 

21 

11 

13 

67 

57 

74 


Uncoin. 

45 

19 

15 

11 

58 

SO 

72 

Colchester. 

45 20 

11 

14 

71 

60 

71 

Scarborough... 

45 

19 

14 

12 

bb 

57 

71 

Barnet. 

45 

i» 

13 

13 

80 

49 

70 


45 

16 

W 

10 

65 

56 

67 

L«.r».L^ 

4b 

IB 

12 

15 

Kl 

SI 

66 


4b 

18 

12 

1b 

54 

52 

«j 

Leyton Oiert 

4b 

IB 

12 

1b 

BO 

46 

63 

Mansfield .... 

4b 

15 

17 

13 

63 

55 

62 

Shrewsbury. 

46 

16 

13 

18 

61 

60 

61 

Exeter ... .. 

45 

15 

15 

15 

67 

60 

60 

CambUta 

4b 

14 

IB 

13 

63 

56 

60 

Chester .. . 

4b 

17 

9 

IB 

59 

60 

60 

^ 1 - •-•-'iPri 

45 

45 

12 

16 

22 11 

7 22 

61 

54 

53 

54 

58 

55 

Darlington 

45 

14 

11 

20 

56 

72 

S3 

ftvansaa . . 

4b 

13 

11 

21 

49 

bl 

SO 

Cardiff .. . .. 

4b 

9 

22 

14 

48 

52 

49 

HJL .. 

4b 

10 

H 

27 

55 

83 

38 

Brighton 

4b 

6 

1/ 

22 

37 

64 

35 

Doncaster- 

45 

4 

8 

33 

30 

112 

20 


Vauxhafl Conference 

(—1 Chatenham v Southport .......... 

0 Hayes v Leak.. 

HedneskxdvOover .............. . 

Kidderminster v Slough .. 

Mor e camoe v Famborough ...... . 

i—I Rushden and Diamonds v Telford 

(—) SiaJytxidge v Kenermg . .. 

[—) Stevenage v Northwch .. ._... 

(48) WemngvHaltax.. 

(49) Wotcng v Hereford .. ... .. ... ... 
{—) Yeovti v Gateshead ... .... 

Sell's Scottish League 

Premier dMeton 

(—) Aberdeen v Hearts ...... 

pi) Hfoemtan v Dundee Utd 

(—) Rangers v Kftnamock ......_.... . 

(32) Si Johnstone v Motherwell __ 

First drvtslon 

133) Airdrie v Raith .. . . _ 

34)AyrvFaWric ... . 

|35) Dundee v PartKK .. ... 

'36) HamHon v Greenock Morion_ 

37) Stnfing v Si Mirren_... . . ... 

Second division 

) Clydebank v Queen ol South. 

) Forfar v Clyde. 


COVERAGE 


TELEVISION: Today. B8C1: Foot¬ 
ball Focus, irom 12.20pm: Match ol 
the Day (includes exten d ed high¬ 
lights ol Bolton Wanderers v Crystal 
Palace. Barnsley v Leicester City and 
Wimbledon v Tottenham Hotspur), 
from 10 . 20 pm (repeated tomorrow at 
6.15am). Tomorrow: Channel 4: Live 
coverage ol Vicenza v Juventus In 
Football Hate, tram 5.30pm. Sky 
Sports 1: FA Carling Premiership, 
Arsenal v Everton (five), from 3pm. 

RADIO: Today BSC Radio 5 Live: 
Live coverage ol a Premiership 
match in Sport on five, from 1 pm 
Tomorrow: BSC Radio 5 Live: Live 
coverage of a Nationwide League 
first dMston match in Trevor 
Booking's Sunday Sport, from 1pm. 


(40) Inverness CT v Brechin.. 

(41) Slanhousemtir v East Fife-- 

(42) Stranraer v Livingston ____ 

TWrd division 

(43) Berwick v Albion... 

(44) Cowdenbeath v Alloa.. 

<45j East Sttotog v Arbroath_ 

(46) Montrose v Dumbarton.... 

(47) Quean's Park v Ross County. 

DP MARTENS LEAGUE: Premier dMatarc 
Ashford v Merthyr. Bromsgrore v Gloucester 
Buion Atoton v Satatuy. Cambridge Criy v 
Nuneaton: Crawley v Atherslone; Dorchester v Si 
Leonards. Forest Green v Bath; Gresley v 
T a m w onh. Hastings v Halesowen, King's Lynn v 
Worcester C4y. RothweB v SUngbaune South¬ 
ern tfvtatan: Baktock v Weymouth; BasNeyv Reel 
T: Cndarford v Tonbridge Angels: Cirencester 
Town v Margate; devadon v Chelmsford; Dartford 
v Wtncy; Fareham v Enth and Bekredere: fisher 
London v Newport AFC; Horrent v waaton-suxr- 
Mara: TrowOndge v Nonpar! loW; WaterioavWe v 
Yds Midland dnrfeton: Bister v Wncktey Utd: 
jfracUey Town v VS Rutfy; Corby 
1D; Granthan v! 


Evesham v Shepshed D; I 


’Stourbridge; 
Ikeston v Moor Green. Redd Itch v Rajncfc T: 
Soifiii Boro v Badworttr Stafford v Wisbech 
Town; Sutton CoMSeU Town v Paget R 
RYMAN LEAGUE: Premier dMam Chesham v 
Bishop's Stanford-. Dulwich v Won on and 
Hersham. Enfield v Aylesbury. Gravesend end 
Northflaet v Borehan Wood: Hendon vCaratteton: 
Heybridge v Dagenham and Redbridge, fijrflaet v 
Kirinstontan. ST Albans v Bastngsr*®; Sultan 
United v Bromley. Yeadng v Harrow first 
dMrion: AbradanTawn v Maidenhead; Nderahot 
Town v Bariramstad; Barton Rovers v Grays: 
Bllericay v Thame Utd. Bognor Regis v Wembley; 
Cherisey v Moiesey. Croydon v Wokingham: 
Leyton Pennant v Stakes: Uxbridge v worthing: 
Whyteteafe v Romford Second chuton: Braintree 
v Cheshunt Edgwara v Mai Rotoe. Egham v 
Bedford T; Horsh a m v Whentoe; Hungarian! v 
ChattoN St Peter Leighton Town v Windsor and 
Eton. Marta* v Weatdsfone: NorttMood v 
Banstead; Tltrury v Carney Wand: Tooting and 
kftcham v Baring: Wteam v Bracfcnei Thud 
dMstoJL ConmtiarvCasuais v Arnfay East Thur¬ 
rock v Tring. Epsom and Ewel v Hornchurch; 
Rackwefl Heath v Dortdng: Font Utd v Hamel 
Hempstead: Hanford v Clapton; KngsOuryv Ware: 
Lowes v Croydon: Southafl v Wingate and 
FincHey 

UNBOND LEAGUE: Premier dMston: Blyth 
Spartans v Bambor Bridge: Bosun v Altrincham: 
Cofwyn Bay v Bishop Auckland; Gubeiey v Brtey; 
Hyde v Runcorn: Leigh RMI v Alfraun: Marine v 
Gainsborough. Radcrfia v Fnckfey Spermymoor v 
Banw: WhWord v Accringun Stanley, first 
dhrWori. Ashton United v Whitby, Bdper Town v 
Bradford Pk Are; Congteton v Hanogae Town: 
Droyfesden v Lincoln United; Greet Harwood v 
Worksop. Gretna v Stocksbndge PS. Netheriield v 
Atom: Whitley Bay v Traftard. Workington v 
Matlock Town 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: Finn <*- 
vWore Brighten v Watford (at Umrenriy of Sussex 
Sports Grawd. 11.0) 

PONTWS LEAGUE: Premier tfivfaJorr Btockbun 
v Nottingham Forest (2.0) 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Bangor C«y v Harerioid- 
wesi (2 30): Caernarfon v Camwrthen Trwn (2.30): 
Cwmbran v Newtown (2 30): TNS v Aberystwyth 
(230) 

TOMORROW 

FA Carting Premiership 
t Arsenal v Everton (4.0).. 


Nationwide League 
First dMston 

Btonfooftamv Chariton (130) . 

Bradford v Portsmouth (13Q)_____ 

HuddersfleW v Port Vate (1.30)- 

Ipswich v Crewe (1 30). 

MddlMbnxjghvCWoro utd (1.30). 

Queens Pari Rangers v Bury (1.30) - 

• Reading v Nonmch (1.30) .—... 

Stockport v Sheffield Utd (1.30) .. 

' Stoke v Manchester City (1.30)... 

Swindon v Sunderland ( 1 .30)..— 

Tranmete v Wodverhampton (l^tfl. 

Wssl Bromwich v Nottingham Forest (1.3Q)... 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pte 

Notfm Forest 

45 

28 

9 

B 

81 

41 

93 

MfodlesOrough 

45 

26 

J0 

9 

73 

40 

88 

Sunderland. . 

45 

25 

12 

8 

84 

49 

87 

Chariton 

45 

26 

9 

10 

80 

49 

87 

Ipswich. . 
Sheffield LM . 

45 

22 

14 

9 

74 

41 

80 

45 

19 

J7 

9_ 

®L 

53 

74 

B!.ii i ghan. ., 
Wolverhampton 

45 

46 

lF" 

18 

~1B 

11 

10 - 

16 

”60 

56 

35 

51 

73 

65 

Stockport. .. 

45 

18 

8 

19 

70 

69 

62 

Wm BromvVrrii 

45 

16 

12 

17 

49 

55 

60 

Crew . 

45 

18 

5 

22 

58 

62 

59 

Oxford Uld . . 

45 

16 

10 

19 

59 

60 

58 

Bradford 

45 

14 

15 

16 

45 

56 

57 

Tranmete. 

45 

13 

14 

18 

52 

56 

53 

Huddersfield .. 

45 

14 

11 

20 

50 

68 

53 

Norwich 

45 

13 

13 

19 

51 

69 

52 

Swindon - ... 

45 

14 

10 

21 

41 

71 

52 

OPR. ..... 

45 

10 

IS 

16 

51 

62 

49 

Buy. 

45 

10 

19 

16 

41 

58 

49 

Port Vale.. . 

45 

12 

10 

23 

52 

68 

46 

Portsmouth. 

45 

12 

10 

23 

48 

62 

46 

Stoke .. 

45 

11 

13 

21 

42 

G9 

46 

Man City . . 

45 

IT 

12 

22 

5! 

55 

45 

Readrtg . 

45 

11 

9 

25 

39 

77 

42 


Bel Te Scottish League 
Premier division 

Dunlermtrre v Celtic (3 30).. 

FA WOIKN'S PRB4IER LEAGLE: 
tfivfestort Mlwal v Everton (2.0). 


Ntdonal 





Statistics compiled by Julian Desborougfa 































































































































































































































































































the times S Anipr>< |Y 


MAY 2 1998 


\&P .lift 


U-i 


SPORT 37 


4317 


FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


Bfeaf 




arsenal 

T EVERTON 

Tomorrow, 4.0 (sold out) 

Oliver Hoi* 

The fa Carting 
Premiership tro- 
Phy win be at 
Highbury on 
Sunday, ready to 
hand to Arsenal 
- . just as a crown is 

pwced on the head of a monarch 
The anticipation and the waiting 
seems to be almost over now If 
AisenaJ beat Everton in front of 
their own fans, they will scratch 
a seven-year itch and the league 
tide will be theirs. K 

..It is, however, far from a 
foregone conclusion that they 
will achieve h at the first time of 
asking. They showed enough 
signs of nerves against a modest 
Derby County side on Wednes¬ 
day night to suggest that they 
may be beginning to tighten up 
as their eyes fix on the prize and, 
inevitably, fatigue will start to 
slow diem down. 

Arsenal, who will put the 
championship out of the reach of 
Manchester United if they are 
victorious, will be without Den¬ 
nis Bergkamp, their Holland 
forward, after the hamstring 
injury that he sustained against 
Jim Smith'S side. It appears, 
though, that Arsfcne Wenger, the 
Arsenal manager, wiD resist the 
temptation to bring Ian Wright 
straight back into the side. 

Wright, who has been out of 
action since January with a trio 



BOLTON WANDERERS 

V 

CRYSTAL PALACE 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 


Maddocfc 
Just to add a 

season, Sasa 

Currie, a for¬ 
mer Bolton Wanderers player, 
returns to die Lancashire dub 
with some rather alarming 
suggestions. “I want to score a 
hat-trick to take Bolton down 
with us," the new Palace sign¬ 
ing said. “I’m not surprised 
that Bolton are in relegation 
trouble because when 1 was at 
the club, there was a terrible, 
negative spirit there." 

Hmmmm. We take it. then, 
that Currie does not expect a 
warm reception from the sup¬ 
porters who once idolised 
him. He is unlikely to have the 
easiest of passages on the 
pitch, either. 

Currie’s problem rests, ap¬ 
parently, with Colin Todd, the 
Bolton manager, who was not 
best pleased with the Yugo¬ 
slav after he procured a big- 
money move to Aston Villa. 
For his part, Todd prefers to 
concentrate on FA Carling 
Premiership survival. 

“We have at least opened 
the door for ourselves now." 
he said. "Our win at Villa 
gives us the chances to escape. 
If we can win our last two 
matches, then we will have a 
great chance of staying up." 

- Todd has experience in such 

matters. Two years ago. Bol¬ 
ton were in a similar position 
after a late rally, but just failed 
to cling on to their Premier¬ 
ship status. “Who knows, that 
experience may be vital this 
time." he said. 

For Palace, it appears mat 
Ron Noades’s dream is unlike¬ 
ly to be fulfilled. It has been 
quite clear for years that he 
fancied himself as a manager 
and that appeared to become 
reality this week when he 
announced that he would take 
charge of team affairs. But it is 
Brian Sparrow who wtU - 
apparently — select the side. 

Palace could have a new 
owner within a mo nth -^ 
Mark Goldberg selling shares 
in his computer company to 
enable his purchase of the 
dub to proceed- Terry 
Venables will arrive with him- 
Now, though. Pal?® have 
only pride to play 
Bolton have rather more to 
inspire them — thanks, 
part, to Currie. 

BO-TOM 

crystal' v 
Bent 

fWawNBanv 

SSKTSSSfa® 

;*p&ON: no curdc 
curse; home win. 


of injuries, is likely to be given a 
place on the bench and Nicolas 
Anelka will be partnered in 
jjuack by Christopher Wreh. 
There is a slight doubt over 
Emmanuel Petit, the goalsconer 
against Derby, who has a groin 
strain, and over Nigel Winter- 
burn, the left back, but both 
should play. 

The tension in the game will 
be heightened by the fact that 
Everton are in desperate need of 
points, too. By tomorrow, they 
will have been cast into the 
bottom three if Bolton Wander¬ 
ers beat Crystal Palace at the 
Reebok Stadium, a predicament 
that will act as a pressing 
incentive. 

Howard Kendall, the belea¬ 
guered Everton manager, may 
sacrifice Nick Barm by in mid- 
field and bring m Slaven Bilicin 
his stead, but the Merseyside 
team's biggest threat to their 
lofty opponents will come from 
Duncan Ferguson in attack. 

The key to the game may be 
the battle between him and 
Martin Keown, a former 
Everton player, and Tony 
Adams. If they can keep out a 
striker who seems to save his 
best performances for the big 
occasions. Arsenal's midfield 
and the blistering pace of Anelka 

should see them through, even 
allowing for their nerves. 

Ferguson, though, has a ha hit 
of eluding even the most assidu¬ 
ous of markers. The circum¬ 
stances may prove too tense for 
either team to emerge with all 
three points. 

ARSENAL ftxobabte; 4-4-2) 0 Seaman — 

L Dram. A Adams. M Keown. N Wrtfertxjm — 
g Partes*. P warn E PWft. M Ownrare — 
CWreh.Nflne&a 

EVERTON (probable: 3-5-21: T Myhre — 

C Titer. C Short D Wateon — J O'Kane 
P Beagrie, S Bdc. D Hutchison, M Bal - 
D Ferguson. M Madar 
Referee: G Ashby 

■ TELEVISION: Tomorrow: Live 
on Sky Sports 1, from 3pm. 

■ PREDICTION: Draw. 


Keith Pike 
He started the 
season with a 
Highfield Road 
hat-trick, against 
Chelsea, and 
there will be no 
one keener to sign 
off with another goal or two this 
afternoon. A productive end to the 
campaign could yet see Dion 
Dublin spend the summer in 
France with England, and incen¬ 
tives do not come any greater 
than that 

Coventry’s leading scorer in the 
previous three seasons, Dublin 
has already eclipsed his best tally 
with 15 FA Carling Premiership 
goals and five in the cups, making 
him that modern-day rarity, a 20- 
goal-a-season striker in Sky Blue 
— and this despite having played 


MATTHEW ASHTON/EMPICS 



David Hopkin. having scored the play-off winner for Palace last season, makes his. summer plans — a speedy transfer 


11 

■■■■ 


THE YO-YO EFFECT 

tfyou think [he bottom of toe Premiership and 
toe tup of the first dMsion have a iamtiar look, 
you're right. Here are 11 dubs that beg an to 
come over aH d&zy whenever they reached 
the top rung of the ladder 

1. Middlesbrough 

Relegated twice and promoted (weft almost) 
three times tn the past six seasons 

2. Bolton Wanderers 

No, not the present tot. Between 1893-99 and 
1910-11 Botton wandered out of the first 
division four times and came back each time 

3. Leeds 

They weren't aO white when they were 
relegated in 1927, promoted in 1928, back 
down in 30-31, up agon in 31-32 

4. Crystal Palace 

The undisputed yo-yo champions. The onfy 
season in the past six in which they have not 
been promoted or relegated was 1995-96— 
when they tosr in the play-offs 

5. Chelsea 

Not an Italian superstar in sight when they 
suffered three relegation seasons between 
1975 and 1968 

6. Leicester City 

The Foxes were hunted out of the top flight in 
1978, 1981 and 1987 

7. Nottingham Forest 

Two refegafons and two promotions in the 
past six seasons 

8. West Ham 

It wasn't only the good old East End knees- 
ups that made the 'Ammers dizzy when they 
went between the top two divisions six times 
between 1978 and 1993 

9. Birmingham City 

The story of toe Blue s between 1979 and 
1986 was of three relegations 

10. Sunderland 

Cheer up Peter Reid. It Sunderland do go up 
it will be their third promotion in the 1990s 

11. Wolves 

Before their permanent exile began, they 
were promoted twice and relegated three 
times between 1976 to 1983 

Com piled by Richard Whitehead 



ARTE E7 LA2CRE i 


COVENTRY CITY 

BLACKBURN ROVERS 
Today, 3.0 


eight games at centre half. It is his 
very versatility, though, that 
could make him such a valuable 
member of Glenn Hoddle's 
World Cup squad. 

Dublin can help his cause no 
end today by staying on the pitch 
for 90 minutes, a feat that has 


eluded him in each of the previ¬ 
ous two meetings between these 
sides. Blackburn, though, are 
desperate to claim a Uefa Cup 
place and should not be lacking 
commitment Boateng could be 
back for Coventry after missing 
four games — all drawn — 
through injury. Wilcox returns 
for Blackburn after suspension, 
but Sherwood is doubtful with an 
ankle problem. 

COVBiTHY CTTY (possible; 44-21: M Hedrnwi 

— R NSteson, R Sham. G Breen, D Burrows — P 
Tetter, T E Saftwd. G Boateng. N Whelan — D 
Dubfln, D Huctefty. 

BLACKBURN ROVBTS {possible. 4-4-2): J 
Flan —J Kama, C Hencfry. S Hencboz. G Croft 

— D Dufl, G FBttroa. W McKirrtay, J WhteCtt — C 
Sunn, K Detacher. 

Referee: S Lodge. 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day, brief highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Coventry by the 
odd goal. 



Mark 
Hodkinson 

The goodwill has 
flowed copiously 
to Oakwell this 
season, but a lift 
of paranormal 
proportions is re¬ 
quired to “psyche" Barnsley into 
FA Carling Premiership survival 
For his part, Danny Wilson, their 
manager, has had enough of good¬ 
will hunting and would like some¬ 
thing more tangible — a decent 
performance and three points. 

Quite simply, Barnsley have to 
win and follow it with a victory 
against Manchester United next 
Sunday. Anything else and they 
will be relegated. The nation will 
join in. the mourning for its 
sporting underdog, bur this will be 
of little comfort if they exit Filbert 





LEICESTER CITY 

BARNSLEY 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 

Street without the necessary 
points. Wilson can pick from a 
full squad, apart from Chris 
Morgan who is still suspended. 

Leicester have had a hectic rime 
after literally bumping into 
Newcastle United in midweek. 
The spat between their captain. 


Neil Lennon, and Alan Shearer, 
has been hot news: Mary Popp ins 
or Dick Dastardly? A nation is 
making up its mind 
“Every ounce of energy they 
had went into the game.” Martin 
O'Neil], the Leicester manager, 
said paying his customary trib¬ 
ute to a team based upon perpetu- 
al motion. Fear not. they have 
enough zest remaining to hound 
the visiting Tykes. 

LEICESTER CTTY (probabte. a&-2V K Keta — 
P Kaamarii. M EfiotL S Walsh — R Savage. M 
tart. N Lennon, T Zbgofatos. S Guppy — * 
Mental. E Hestey. 

BARNSLEY (probable. 34-1-2): D Watson —A 
Mosaa, A cte Zeeuw. S Jones — N Eacten. J 
Bosaioic. N Redteaa D Barnard — C Maroelte 
— A Ward. JA Fjortoft. 

Referee: D GaSagtw 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day, extended highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Oakwell heart¬ 
break, a 1-1 draw. 


Peter Robinsoa 
Roy Evans, the 
manager, will 
stand in the Liver¬ 
pool dressing- 
room this after¬ 
noon and read the 
riot act Last week 
was not good enough, we were 
pathetic, don’t you dare let that 
happen again, you are playing for 
your places as well as Europe — 
and half the team will sit there 
and wonder “Does he mean usr 
Liverpool, you see, are deplet¬ 
ed no Fowler, no Redknapp. no 
change there, but then probably 
no Matieo, Jones or McMana- 
man either, due to respective 
knee, hernia and ankle injuries. 
McManaman could miss his first 
game of the season. We are 
talking a patched-up team here. 


David Powell 
By tonight, 
Newcastle United 
should be safe 
from relegation. 
On the other 
hand, anything 
less than a victory 
aver Chelsea may take them into 
FA Cup Final week needing to 
win away to Blackburn Rovers, 
eight days hence, to make sure. 

On the balance of probability, 
Newcastle can afford to extend 
their poor sequence of only one 
victory in 12 FA Carling Premier¬ 
ship matches and still not need a 
result at Ewood Park. Bolton 
Wanderers would need to win 
their last two matches to have any 
chance of sending Newcastle 
down. Tottenham Hotspur and 
Everton would also need to pick 


>U¥S&tt!Lf 
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LIVERPOOL 

v 

WEST HAM UNITED 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 

chasing a Uefa Cup place at less 
than full strength, pinning most 
of its hopes on the 18-year-old 
shoulders of Michael Owen, who 
returns from suspension. 

West Ham United may never 
have a better chance of getting a 
win at Anfield, even without 





NEWCASTLE UNITED 

CHELSEA 
Today, 3,0 (sold out) 

up points. Nevertheless, what a 
contrast now for a dub that 
finished runners-up in each of the 
two previous years and appeared 
secure in tenth place three 
months ago. 

Ketsbaia. who partnered Alan 
Shearer in attack at Leicester, is 


Hanson to lead the line. The 
Wales striker is still suspended, 
but Unsworth returns in place of 
Potts, who has a bad ankle. 
Otherwise, they should be un¬ 
changed from last week, when 
they lost at home to Southamp¬ 
ton, conceding four goals in the 
process, just like Liverpool away 
to Chelsea, in fad For an idea of 
Harry Redknapp’s pep talk in the 
visitors' dressing-room, read the 
first paragraph again. 

LIVERPOOL (posstote. 4-4-2): B Freda — J 
McAleer B T Kvormo. P Babb, S Haifcness — D 
Murphy. P tnce. J Canagher. O Leontardsen — 
k Reala. MOwon 

WEST HAM UNITED (probable: 3-5-21: B Lama 
— I Pearce. R Ferdinand. D Unswcnh — A 
Impey, F Lampad, E Berkovfe. S Lomas, S 
Lazands — T Sinclair, S AtXXi. 

RefejBK J Winffir 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day. brief highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Away win. 


unavailable, required for interna¬ 
tional duty by Georgia. Gillespie, 
who suffered ankle ligament 
damage in the 2-0 defeat away to 
Tottenham Hotspur last Satur¬ 
day, remains sidelined. 

Chelsea, after three successive 
wins, lost at home to Blackburn 
on Wednesday, handing the ini¬ 
tiative to Liverpool in the race for 
third place. Zola and Wise re¬ 
main absent injured. 

NEWCASTLE UNITED {pdGGbte. 4+2) S 
Given — N Dabeas. S Honey. P Albert. S 
Pearce —R Lae. D Baity. G Speed. A Paero — 
A Andersson. A Shearer 
OELSEA iposstole; 5-3-2): D Khaflr* — D 
Pojaacu, Suariie, M Dubeny, F Leboeui, G Lb 
S aa — R d Mhiwo, E Newton, G Rowt — M 
Hughes, T A Flo. 

Referee: K Buge. 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day, brief highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Newcastle sweat¬ 
ing on other results. Chelsea to win. 


SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY 

ASTON VILLA 
Today, 3.0 


Richard 
Hobson 
Not too long 
ago, the result 
here carried 
serious impli¬ 
cations for 
relegation 
matters. Both sides occupied 
bottom place earlier in the 
season, but such worries have 
been cast aside and they can 
look ahead to the next cam¬ 
paign with optimism. Then 
again, football dubs always 
do. 

Ron Atkinson, the Sheffield 
Wednesday manager, is pre¬ 
paring to commit himself for 
another year. Meanwhile, 
John Gregory, his counterpart 
at Villa, has ambitious plans 
to strengthen the squad after 
cramming a year's scouting 
into a quarter of that time. 
Checking on the likes of 
Robert Pires and Luigi Sartor 
was not exactly a priority 
when he managed Wycombe 
Wanderers. 

Villa remain in contention 
for a Uefa Cup place, but must 
complete their season without 
Charles, Staunton and Sci- 
meca, who are all injured. 
Southgate will try to play 
despite an ankle problem and 
Grayson joins him in the back 
three. Collymone and Milo¬ 
sevic are contenders for one 
place up front. 

Atkinson will feel tempted 
to retain the side that beat 
Everton 3-1 last Saturday, 
even though Carbone is avail¬ 
able after suspension. Either 
Whittingham or Booth would 
step down to accommodate 
the tricky little Italian. 
Francesco Sanetti, 19, a striker 
from Italy, may be on the 
bench for Wednesday after 
receiving his international 
clearance. 

There is one man entitled to 
hope for a quiet afternoon: 
Martin Bodenham, the refer¬ 
ee. His natural inclination to 
let the game flow is commend¬ 
able as a principle — but 
failure to spot Shearer's kick 
at Lennon on Wednesday 
night represented a consider¬ 
able minus. 

SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY JpossMK 
3-14-2): K Pressman — E Tnome, 0 
Wafer, A HfechdHfe - P Atherton - B 
C«t»ne, J Maarten, G Hyde, M 
Psrcbridge — A Bwtti. P di Ctrio 
ASTON VILA {possible: 3-5-2). M Bomch 


Joachim. I Taylor. M Drqjer. L Hendte. A 
Wrtgrt — S CaSyrore. D Yorta 
Referee: M Bodenham 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match 
of the Day, brief highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Entertaining 
draw. 



Brilliant insights or hopeless 
guesses? Check our writers' 
predictions against their 
weekend match reports 


Brian danriDe 
Derby County, 
one assumes, are 
unlikely to put it 
about as much 
as they did at 
Highbury last 
Wednesday eve¬ 
ning. There, as Arsine Wenger, 
the Arsenal manager, observed, 
they were clearly smarting from 
their 40 humiliation by 
Leicester City just a few days 
earlier and were determined at 
least to go down fighting. 

Abrasive though they were, 
perhaps the most significant 
aspect of their game was when, 
belatedly, they thought they 
might save it and their manager, 
Jim Smith, sent on an extra 
striker in Deon Burton. They so 
very nearly did. 

In the event. Arsenal failed 
surprisingly to exploit the defen¬ 
sive weaknesses in the air that 
cost Dertiy those four goals 
against Leicester. 

Should Smith decide to deploy 
Burton from the first alongside 
the ever-volatile Paulo Wan- 
chope and the ever-rapid 
Sturrid^e. Southampton’s de¬ 
fence might find life uneasy, but 
then Derby’s own defence will 
have to deal with the threat of 
Matthew Le Tissier and Egil 
Ostenstad. Le Tissier will be 
hoping against hope that he can, 
with his late performances, per¬ 
suade Glenn Hod die to take him 
to France. Of his supreme skills 
and exceptional finishing pow¬ 
ers, there has never been any 
doubt The only question con¬ 
cerns his continuity. For all his 
gifts, he does still tend to flit in 
and out of games. 

John BeresfbrtL the South- 


0 Matt Dickinson 
Nothing much 
appears to pene¬ 
trate Christian 
Gross, but one 
does at least as¬ 
sume that he will 
have heard the 
rumours that have linked Joe 
Kinnear. his Wimbledon coun¬ 
terpart with the Tottenham 
Hotspur manager's job for as 
long as anyone can remember. 
Victoiy for Spurs today might 
secure their place in the FA 
Carling Premiership, but it is 
unlikely to end the rumours 
about Gross's position. 

Given that background, it was 
amusing to hear Gross praiazng 
Kinnear this week. “I saw Wim¬ 
bledon at Coventry and was 
impressed." he said, “They are a 
direct and hardworking side 
with some excellent players. 

“Their manager is always 
prepared to surprise you and we 
have to be clever to deal with 
that When I was in Switzerland, 
I was aware of how they had 
made their name in the past 
They were successful last season 
as well — they must have a good 
manager." Better, many win 
argue, than Gross himself. 

With five of Wimbledon's past 
seven games finishing 0-0, there 
is unlikely to be much in it at 
Selhurst Park today, Kinnear 
will have to shuffle his defence 
because of a cheek injury to 
Dean Blackwell that will require 
surgery, but Brian McAllister is 
a ready-made replacement 
While Wimbledon, apart from 
the SO blip at Arsenal, have been 
keeping clean sheets on an 
almost weekly basis, they have 
been struggling to score at the 




SOUTHAMPTON 

DERBY CXXJNTY 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 


ampton left wing bade, mil miss 
tiie game, thanks to an injured 
ankle ligament He may again 
be replaced by Kevin Gibbens. 
the teenager who made a prom¬ 
ising debut last Saturday away 
to West Ham United, though 
Andy Williams may get the nod. 
Richard Dryden, die Southamp¬ 
ton centre back, is hoping to be 
fit in time. 

Lars Bohinen, the Derby and 
Norway international midfield 
player, who was substituted at 
Highbury, may not recover from 
a strained Achilles tendon; Rob¬ 
in van der Laan stands by. What¬ 
ever happens. Southampton 
know they are safe, instead of 
having to go right down to the 
wire as they so often do. All 
credit to their manager. David 
Jones. 

SOUTHAMPTON (probable: 4-3-1-2): P Jones 

— J Dofld. K Montou, C Lundefcvsm. F Banab 

— C Palmar. K Gfcbens. M OsMey — M Le 
Tissier — D Host, E Ostanrtad 

DERBY COUNTY (probabto: 3-5-2)- M Pawn 

— G Rowan. C Daw, J Laureen — R Delap, L 
Carafey, D Pawl. L Batmen, C Pawn — P 
W an ctapa. D S&rrtdga 

RefereK M FBtey. 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day, brief highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Southampton to 
win but not by much. 




WIMBLEDON 

v 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 

other end. sharing the Premier¬ 
ship’s lowest goals tally with 
Crystal Palace. It is a sequence 
unlikely to change today, partic¬ 
ularly given that the lumbering 
Ramon Vega is suspended from 
the Spurs defence after his 
dismissal at Barnsley. Alan Niel¬ 
sen is likely to have to pjay as an 
emergency left back, with Colin 
Calderwood at centre half. 

Chris Armstrong will have to 
sit and watch once more as 
Jurgen Klinsmann and Les Fer¬ 
dinand lead the attack. The first 
meeting between these two clubs 
this season finished 00. It would 
be optimistic to expect too much 
more today, but Tottenham 
should nidi it to ensure both 
these sides are in the Premier¬ 
ship next season. Who, though, 

will be in charge? 

WIMBLEDON (prcbeble; 4-4-2)' N SuBvsn — 
K Cunningham C Perry. B McAI&ur, B 
Thatcher ^— N Anfiey. A Rotaro, M Hughes, M 
Kennedy — M Gayis, E EKofcu 
TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR (probable; 4-4-3:1 
Water — S Cat, S CampbeS. C CakfenHxtd. 
A Nletaai — R Fax, D Andafen, N Bad. D 
Ginola — J KBnsrrana L Ferdinand 
Hafe iw c G Barber. 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day, extended highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: One goal in it, 
probably for Tottenham. 
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CRICKET: CAPTAIN IN IMPERIOUS FORM GUIDES WARWICKSHIRE TO COMFORTABLE VICTORY 


SCOREBOARDS 


Lara offers 
thrilling 
reminder of 
past glory 


By Richard Hobson 


EDGBASTON (Warwickshire 
won toss): Warwickshire (2pts) 
beat Northamptonshire by 71 
runs 

THE Warwickshire members 
had waited a long time to see 
Brian Lara score a hundred in 
one-day cricket. The feat elud¬ 
ed him in 1994. which is 
extraordinary considering his 
prolific introduction to the 
championship, but the possi¬ 
bility of going an entire second 
season without rectifying the 
situation was always remote. 

Lara was at his most enter¬ 
taining yesterday, which is not 
quite the same as saying he 
was at his best Some of his 
most audacious strokes, and 
there were plenty of those, 
belonged only in the repertoire 
of the true greats. On other 
occasions, his eye was frac¬ 
tionally out and his attempts 
to work the seamers through 
die leg side suggested he 
might perish at any moment. 

This contrast made for a 
thrilling innings in a game 
won with considerable ease. 
Lara scored 101, out of 161 
scored while he was at the 
crease, from 89 balls on a pitch 
with a little surface green to 
encourage the seam bowlers. 
Warwickshire's total of260 for 
nine from their 50 overs 
proved way beyond North¬ 
amptonshire, who might have 
rued the decision not to play 
an extra batsman. 

Lara’s previous best score in 
limited-overs cricket for War¬ 
wickshire was 81 in the Nat- 
West Trophy final against 
Worcestershire — ironically 
the only domestic competition 
to escape them in 1994. Lara 
revealed his intention yester¬ 
day by working Taylor effort¬ 
lessly over mid-wicket to move 
into double figures and contin¬ 
ued at a breezy tempo. He 
drove Penberthy over long-on 
for a second six and greeted 
Curran by stepping outside off 
stump to work him over 
square leg for a third. 

Three tells after completing 


his hundred Lara was bowled 
while making too much room 
to cut the off-spin of Snape. 
The ground fell silent in shock. 
Northamptonshire, belatedly, 
claimed three further wickets 
for five runs, including that of 
Brown soon after completing 
his half-century from 57 balls. 

He became one of three 
wickets for Rose, the only 
bowler to receive any respect 
from Lara. He offered the 
batsmen no width and a ball 
that reared at Penney, who 
could only edge it to Ripley, 
testified to his pace. In con¬ 
trast Malcolm, recalled at the 
end of the innings, offered 
speed but inconsistent direc¬ 
tion and was punished. 

Warwickshire might have 
enjoyed an even more emphat¬ 
ic success. Giddins accounted 
for Capel with a swinging 
delivery and tempted Mont¬ 
gomerie to offer Knight a low 
catch . at slip to reduce 
Northamptonshire to 30 for 
two. Giddins also saw Bailey 
dropped first ball by Brown 
and had a confident leg-before 
appeal against Curran reject¬ 
ed during a fine seven-over 
spell with the new ball. 

Curran eventually sliced a 
meek attempt to drive Brown 
to Hemp at cover, while Bailey 
top-edged the stifling off-spin 
of Neil Smith to Piper. When 
Penberthy drove Smith to 
Penney at deep long-off victory 
became a formality, late 
swings and swishes from Mal¬ 
colm serving only to amuse. 

While they have made a 
poor stan in the champion¬ 
ship. Warwickshire remain 
unbeaten in the shorter form. 
They are a lively bunch in die 
field where Lara is clearly 
putting a lot of thought into 
his captaincy. So for his troops 
are responding. It helps, of 
course, when he leads by 
example. 

□ Warwickshire announced 
yesterday that they will not be 
buying a stake in a consortium 
to acquire Moseley Rugby 
Football Chib. 



Lara carves die ban through the off side during his magnificent innings against Northamptonshire yesterday 

Hampshire pushed to the l im it 
by determination of universities 


THE PARKS (Hampshire 
won toss): Hampshire (2pts) 
beat British Universities by 
three wickets 

HAMPSHIRE beat British 
Universities by three wickets 
with seven bails to spare in a 
tense Benson and Hedges 
Cup match yesterday. 

Facing a target of 209. the 
county made a bad start and 
were facing defeat until the 
Australian, Dimitri 
Mascarenhas, rescued them 
with a punishing unbeaten 
half-century. 

Robin Martin-Jenkins dis¬ 
missed Shaun Udal and Jar 
son Laney to superb catches 
by Toby Bailey behind the 
stumps and, when Giles 
White was caught in the 
covers off David Leather. 
Hampshire were in trouble at 
31 for three off ten overs. 

Robin Smith and Matthew 
Keecb steadied them with a 


By Our Sports Staff 


stand of 47 that ended when 
Smith drove Michael Davies 
to Greg Loveridge on the 
cover boundary. He was sent 
back after setting off for a 
second run and was ran out 
for 13. 

Keecb stood firm and, after 
twice edging past the vacant 
slips, completed a halbcentu- 
ry which contained seven 
boundaries. He found a use¬ 
ful partner in Kevin James 
and they added 49 before 
James was stumped. 

Keech and Mascarenhas 
put Hampshire level with the 
dock but. at 163 in the 42nd 
over, Keech dipped die re¬ 
called Chilton to Janies Law¬ 
rence at mid-wicket. 

The hard-hitting 
Mascarenhas put Hampshire 
within sight of victory with a 
straight-driven six off Will 
House, who was surprisingly 


brought on for the 44th over. 

Martin-Jenkins was 
brought bade for toe next but 
Anurag Singh had delayed 
his recall too long. 

The Universities' hopes of a 
win were, dashed by the 
Australian, who struck Leath¬ 
er for a four and six in the 48th 
over to take the county to 
within five of toe target. 

British Universities' score 
was built on two useful part¬ 
nerships after Singh and 
James Pyemont put on 31 for 
the first wicket. 

After the next two wickets 
fell cheaply. House and 
Loveridge doubled the score 
with a partnerbip of 46. 

At 100 for five off 26 overs, 
the Universities were in dan¬ 
ger of being bowled out 
before completing their overs 
until Martin-Jenkins was 
joined fay Leather. Batting 


sensibly, the pair added 48 
before Martin-Jenkins was 
run out for 39. 

It was followed by an 
unbeaten 32 by Leather and 
Lawrence, and a boundary by 
Leather off the last tell of the 
Innings made him the highest 
scorer with an unbeaten 42. 

□ The Leicestershire captain, 
James Whitaker, has again 
been ruled out for die Benson 
and Hedges Cup match 
against Nottinghamshire at 
Trent Bridge today. He has a 
knee problem that mgflit force 
him to miss the whole of the 
group qualifying programme. 

Whitaker has aggravated 
the knee on which be had 
surgery in toe winter and has 
been told to rest and do only 
light training for the next few 
days- Jack Birkenshaw, the 
Leicester manager, said: "We 
will monitor his progress 
before deciding on when 
James will be able to return." 


Cracking Hegg tilts tie in Lancashire’s favour 



Maddy: magnificent 


By Jack Bailey 

LEICESTER (Lancashire won toss): 
Lancashire (2pts) beat Leicestershire 
by two wickets 

LANCASHIRE sneaked home in near- 
darkness amid scenes of great excite¬ 
ment after a glut of runs, repeated 
interruptions for rain and some wild 
swings of fortune. It was a pitch made 
for batsmen against all but the best of 
bowling. There was not much of the 
latter about so the mayhem was 
considerable. Michael Atherton foiled 
once more, but four batsmen cashed in, 
two on each side — Darren Maddy, 
with a sparkling century, and Ben 
Smith for Leicestershire; John Crawley 
and Nei’J Fairbrother for Lancashire. 

With 39 overs of their 50 gone, 
Lancashire had matched their oppo¬ 


nents virtually ran for run, Fairbrother 
and Crawley were going great guns 
and the odds were tilted in Lanca¬ 
shire’s favour. By the end of the next 
over, both were out and so was Wasim 
Akram. after a fleeting appearance. 
The picture had changed, the light had 
deteriorated. Chris Lewis was on a 
flamboyant high, having taken two 
wickets in four tells, and Leicester¬ 
shire were sensing victory. 

Four brisk showers brought the 
dreaded spectre of toe Duckworth/ 
Lewis method to the fore, and with 
Lancashire needing 35 runs from five 
overs, with four wickets in hand, they 
were just ahead according to the 
complicated calculations in force. Da¬ 
kin struck twice and even Duckworth/ 
Lewis swung Leicestershire’s way, but 
although there were more swings and 
roundabouts to come, Lancashire, 


chiefly through the stoutness of War¬ 
ren Hegg. won with two wickets and 
three balls to spare. 

Whatever the result, and well though 
Smith, Crawley and Fairbrother 
played, the performance of the day 
belonged to Maddy. He is as bright a 
prospect as Leicestershire and Eng¬ 
land have had in many a day. Last 
season, he began his Benson and 
Hedges charge with 97 and 101 in 
successive innings. Now he has settled 
in to play quite beautifully. 

Soon after reaching his half century 
from 78 tells, he was dropped by 
Atherton in the gully, but this was the 
only real blemish in an innings that 
brought him a second 50 from 48 balls. 

Smith was not far behind in a 
second-wicket partnership of 206, a 
record in this competition for Leicester¬ 
shire. His 90. and a brisk contribution 


from Simmons, who put on 64 in seven 
overs with Maddy, ensured that Lan¬ 
cashire would have to bat well to win. 

Bat well they did, without ever 
getting in such a position as to cause 
Leicestershire to give up hope. There 
was always, right to the end, a chance 
for the running fox. Lewis and Dakin 
both delivered telling thrusts at crucial 
times in Lancashire's innings. 

In the end, though, the firm striking 
of Crawley and Fairbrother, whose 
partnership realised 156 in 25 overs, 
and, finally, the near-miraculous inter¬ 
vention of Hegg, as he smote the ball 
in fading light while others fell by the 
wayside, brought home the baoon for 
Lancashire. What might have hap¬ 
pened if the vital last overs had not 
been bowled with a wet ball and the 
fielders had been able to see is anyone's 
guess. 


Benson and Hedges Cop 
British Universities v 
Hampshire 

THE PARKS | Hampswe »on loss) 
stse Ppts) Ixa Brush utwennes by three 
IMCfcBis 

BRITISH UNIVERSITIES 
•A Smgh bw b Ransftaw • • J' 

J P Py*nor* O Ftenshaw ... ” 

M J ChUton c Laney b Hartev • ■ A 

G R Lorendga c and b James ■ ■ ■ “ 

WJHousac James b Udal ■ 

L D Subop tow D James ... ■ * 

a S C Manln-Jerfctos run oift •» 

tT M B Baftey am 

□ Leather no! our. - 

J R G Lawrence no! out . ■ ■ ■ * 

Extras it>l£w20. ftto?) . 

Total (8 wfcts. 50 overs)--- 209 

MK Dairies did not bat. 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-31.2 *. Ml 
5-96. 8-100. 7-129. 8-177. 

BOWUNG. McLean 10-2-18-0: Rsnshaw 
100-51-a Hatley 10-1-45-1. Mascarertoas 
2-000: Uda 10-1-33-1: Jamas 8-0-41-2. 

HAMPSHIRE 

S □ Udal c Bafey b Martin-Jenkrs . 10 
J S Laney c Bailey b Marth-JenHns 8 
GWWWac Pyemont b Leather . . . J1 

■fl A Smith rtfi out . >3 

M Kaecti c Lawrence b Chiton . ■ 74 

K D Jamas st Bailey b Chiton.14 

A 0 Mascaienftas not out ... -52 

tA N Aymes nn out.*> 

S J Renahaw not out . .. • 2 

Extras (to 4, w 19).J3 

Total (7 wlas. 405 ovars)-212 

P J Kafllev and NAM McLean CW not IwL 
FALL OF WICKETS 1-14. 2-31. 3-31. 4-78. 
5-127. 8-163, 7-190 

BOWLING- MartJn-Jenfcre 9 5-1-34-2: 
leather 02-38-1: Loveridge 100430: 
Cinton 101-38 2: Davies 7-1-34-0. Law¬ 
rence 2 - 011 - 0 : House 1-0-10-0 
Gold award- H S C Martm-Jerkirtt 
Umpires H D Bird and R Palmer 

Ireland v Glamorgan 

DUBLIN (Glamorgan won lassl-Glamorgan 
(2pts) tea Hetend bv I IS runs 

GLAMORGAN 

S P Jamas b McQun 13 

R D B Crott b Johnson . . ... 67 

A Data c Matins b Dwv® . ... 17 

•M P Maynard bw b Heaslev ■ 10 
P A Cottey c McCalen b Cooke 54 

GP Butcher bOww .2 

tA 0 Shaw run out . -.2 

S D Thomas c Moths b Coc*e . 3 

Waqar Younfs C Malms D Johnson . 33 

D A Castor nai out. 1 

S L Watkm nor our. 0 

Extras (b t. to 4, w 13, rto 10). .28 

Total (9 wkta, 50 overs)-230 

FALL OF WICKETS 1-48. 2-98. 3-H8. 
4-150. 5-161.8-169.7-17B. B-226. 9-229 
BOWUNG. McCium 8-0-46-1 E-agwaion 7- 
0300. Heastay 8-1-36-1. Dwyer 10-0-40-2; 
Johnson 100402. Cooks 7-0-33-2. 

RELAND 

G L Matins run out. . 14 

R L Eagteston tow b Watkm . . 0 

tA D PaBereon tow b Waqar . . 9 

N C Johnson tow b Waqar. 4 

E Joyce st Shaw b Cosher .. 28 

*A R Dunlap bw b Croft. 26 

KWMcCaBenet Shaw b Craft . .1 

□ Heaney c subb Cosker . . ..7 

G Cache c Shaw b Data. 11 

P McCmm c Croft b Dale . . 0 

M Dwyer not oil . ... 0 

Extras (lb 2. w 14). 16 

Total (44 overe)_115 

FALL OF WICKETS- 1 -6. 2-28. 3-32. 4-32. 
586. 6-94, 7-94. 8-105. 9-108 
BOWUNG Waqsr Younis 7-1-22-2. Watkm 
7-2-27-1: Thomas 5-0134: Coster 181- 
26-2: Croft 104-182: Dale 3-1-6-2. Coney 
2-1-34). 

Gold award: R D B Croft. 

Umpires: T E Jasty and P Wiley 

IrifKlwdiira v lanfashim 

LEICESTER (Lancashire won lass) Lan- 
cBsfere (2pte) beat L&axwcJnrg ty firo 
wickets 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

□ L Maddy not out.136 

i J SutcUfe c Hegg b Martm 4 

B F Smith tow b Yales .. 90 

PVSknmoranotout .... ..25 

Extras (b 1. lb 11. w 14. nb 2) 2B 

Total (2 wMs, 50 ovens)_283 | 

A Habfc. *C C Lewis. IP A Nixon. D J Mains, j 
D WUamsan, A D MuKaBy and J M Dakrv 1 
dd not bar 

FALL OF WICKETS' 1-13,2-219 
BOWUNG. Waavn Akram 100-46-0. Marlin i 
100-48-1; Chappie 101-54-0. Austin 88 
590: Yales 90-45-1: Fhntoft 2-0190 
LANCASHIRE 

M A Atherton c Nixon b Muliafly . .12 

A Ffintoft c Habb b Smvnans.23 i 

J P Crawley b Lewis . . .38 

NHFartxotherbMulally .... 68 

G D Uoyd bw b Dakin.16 

■Wasm Akram o Smith b Lewis . . .4 

I D Austin c SutcSfle b Dakin .12 

tW K Hegg nol out ... 25 

G Yales c SutcMTe b DNdn . 9 

G Chappie not out . 1 

Extras 61 . ft) II. w 13. nb 4) . 29 

Total (8 wkts. 492 oven)_287 

PJ Marin did not bar 

FALL OF WICKETS 1-30. 2-47. 3-203. 

4-214. 5-218, 6-248. 7-268. 8-268 

BOWUNG MuHaly 101-39-2. Mirtre 88 

300, Lams 100-48-2. Simmons 7-041-1. 

Dakin 9 3008-3. Wifcanson AO-290. 

Maddy 30-200 

Gold award- D L Maddy. 

Umpwes: K E Palmer and J F Steele 

Nottinghamshire v 

Minor Counties 

TRENT BRIDGE (Nottinghamshire won 
iDsa): fttofllqghamshire i3msJ bear Minor 
Caurttes by mne wfckett 

MINOR COUNTIES 

•SJDereib Bowen . . 14 

C J Rogers c Gaftan b Oram. 4 

D M Ward b Dowmsn ... 33 

M A FeK Km b Bowen 0 

A R Robert: c Noon b Dowman 16 
R N DaRon few b Bales 3 

TP J Nicholson run out ip 

P G Newman nm out 26 

D B Penrwt not oul .... 39 

Exlras (to B, w 81 18 

Total (7 wkts, 50 ewers) _161 

M A Slurp end A Richardson cSd not bat 


Sheriyar picks his 
moment perfectly 


By Pat Gibson 


WORCESTER (Worcester¬ 
shire won toss): Worcester¬ 
shire (2pts) beat Derbyshire by 
one wicker 

PHILLIP DeFREITAS mean¬ 
dered dizzily off New Road 
last night wondering what 
had gone wrong after Alamgir 
Sheriyar struck the last tell 
for four to preserve Worcester¬ 
shire’s chances of reaching the 
quarter-finals of the Benson 
and Hedges Cup and leave 
Derbyshire with only an out¬ 
side chance of qualifying. 

DeFreitas had been struck 
down with a mysterious bout 
of dizziness that twice forced 
him to leave the field after he 
had appeared to have put 
Derbyshire on the way to 
victory, first with 51 off 42 
bails, then by dismissing Wes¬ 
ton and Solanki, the Worces¬ 
tershire openers, with 
successive balls. 

He was there at the end, 
apparently ready and willing 
to bowl, but for reasons best 
known to himself. Dominic 
Cork, the new Derbyshire 
captain, did not call on him 
again as Steve Rhodes — weli- 
supponed by Lampitt. Illing¬ 
worth and Newport — took 
Worcestershire ever closer to 
their target before Sheriyar 
smashed his first ball from 
Aldred through gully to win 
the match. The frenetic finish 


was in keeping with a contest 
that had swung violently all 
day. Derbyshire collapsing to 
134 for seven and Worcester¬ 
shire seemingly losing their 
way after Hick had shared 
stands of 60 and 69 with 
Moody and Haynes 
respectively. 

If DeFreitas is harbouring 
any resentment about the way 
Derbyshire took the captaincy 
away from him, it did not 
show. He hit two sixes and 
four fours in an unbroken 
eighth-wicket partnership of 
95 in 12 overs with Rollins. 

David Uoyd. the England 
coach, was there, presumably 
to see how Cork’s rehabilita¬ 
tion is progressing in his new 
role. He cannot have been 
overly impressed. Cork, open¬ 
ing the tatting, hit 35 off 57 
bails, including five fours, but 
his frenzied approach seemed 
to set the pattern for the game. 

Hick kept Worcestershire in 
the game with 57 off S3 balls, 
including six fours, until Cork 
produced his one moment of 
inspiration and brought on 
Barnett to bowl his medium- 
paced “dobbers”. Hick 
promptly jabbed back a return 
catch and, in Barnett's next 
oyer. Leatherdale got out in 
similar fashion 

Worcestershire then needed 
80 off only 14 overs, but 
Rhodes made light of it 


Glamorgan relish Ireland in the sun 

DUBLIN (Glamorgan won toss): SimOIl Wilde Sees the COUnty champions and always ahead of the game. Alt 

Glamorgan (2pls) beat Ireland by 115 —----- 230 for nine was worth more t 

™ their supporters enjoy a comfortable victory looked. 

_ , , -:---:-: ;——-- The game could have got 

versus cejt, tius was always and an excellent day out in the Emerald Isle from the Irish but they stuck u 

tnhea clash nf rhp Titanc Who _ ± _-ru-., 


CELT versus Celt, this was always 
going to bea dash of toe Titans. Who 
could talk the most the Irish or 
Welsh? Fuelled by pints of the Block 
Stuff from soon after breakfast it was 
a hard and dose-fought contest 
around a packed boundary edge at 
the Castle Avenue ground yesterday. 

The Welsh supporters, who came in 
sufficient numbers to take Dublin's 
evening bars by storm, won the day if 
only because they had more to shout 
about, with their side — Glamorgan 
in name, but regarded as a national 
possession — running out comfort¬ 
able winners. 

It was no place for faint-hearted 
Anglo-Saxons, as Mike Hendrick, 
who is Derbyshire bom and bred. 


learnt long ago He was appointed 
Ireland's first full-time professional 
coach three years ago after an 
interview in which he was not 
required to speak for 40 minutes. He 
has learnt to choose what he says 
carefully, but no words from him 
could-have altered the outcome here. 

It did not greatly matter. With sun 
shining and toe cricket entertaining— 
Croft scored another halfcentury as 
pinch-hitter, bowled a masterly speD 
and took a stunning catch ■— everyone 
was happy and agreed that it was an 
excellent idea that Ireland should host 
the next ICC Trophy in 2001. They 


have submitted a bid. as have 
Canada. 

If they are to get their way, Dublin's 
grounds must be up to scratch, and 
among toe spectators was Harry 
Brind, the England and Wales Crick¬ 
et Board’s chief inspector of pitches. 
Castle Avenue is also to stage toe 
World Cup match between West 
Indies and Bangladesh next year. 

Irish pitches are typically slow and 
this was no exception. Glamorgan, 
reunited with their kit late the 
previous night batted first and 
appeared to be struggling after Croft's 
bright shut but in truth they were 


always ahead of the game. A total of 
230 for nine was worth more than it 
looked. 

The game could have got away 
from the Irish but they stuck to their 
task. They did not get off to a good 
start McCrum delivering nine wides 
in his opening spelt but Heasley and 
Dwyer, a left-arm spinner making an 
overdue first appearance at the age of 
39, retrieved the situation. Cottey 
provided a skilful half-century but it 
was Waqaris breezy blows that put 
Glamorgan in toe comfort zone. 

In his first active service of toe 
season, Waqar was soon at it with the 
ball. Working up a head of steam 
from down the hilt he accounted for 
Patterson and Johnson. Ireland's 
overseas player, and in toe blink of 
the eye Ireland were 28 for 4. Pride 
was saved by a stylish half-centuiy 
stand from Joyce and Dunlop. 


Plundering Gallian leads Nottinghamshire home 


TRENT BRIDGE (Notting¬ 
hamshire won toss): Notting¬ 
hamshire (2pts) beat Minor 
Counties by nine wickets 

PAUL JOHNSON, the Not¬ 
tinghamshire captain, be¬ 
lieves that their Benson and 
Hedges Cup qualifying group 
is the toughest he has known 
in 17 years with the county. 
Spare a thought, then, for the 
Minor Counties. As usual, the 
doughty compendium of part- 
time players drawn from as 
for afield as Cumberland and 
Norfolk fought the good fight 


without even the glimmer of a 
hope of victory. 

Jason Gallian plundered his 
first half-century for Notting¬ 
hamshire since his move from 
Lancashire, making a total of 
74 not out from 75 tells with 
eight fours and a six. He 
shared an unbroken partner¬ 
ship of 131 in 35 overs with 
Usman AfzaaJ. die Pakistan- 
born, Nottingham-bred left¬ 
hander, who scored his 
maiden half-century in toe 
competition and was on 54 
when they reached toeiT target 
with almost 16 overs to spare. 


By Michael Austin 

Their strokeplay simply 
confirmed the inadequacy of 
the Minor Counties' total of 
161 for seven, although David 
Pennett. a former Notting¬ 
hamshire seam bowler, and 
Paul Newman, of Norfolk, did 
put together an unbroken 
stand of 66 in 16 overs to gloss 
over earlier struggles. Surviv¬ 
ing the lull 50 overs was a 
minor triumph for the 
Counties. 

The Nottinghamshire at¬ 
tack requires a significant 


improvement, however. They 
lacked Tolley, who has a tom 
calf muscle. Evans, with a 
shoulder injury. Wharf, with 
luck trouble, and Franks. 
Bowen and Oram endured a 
torrid time at the end of the 
innings, with Oram conceding 
a last-boil boundary to an 
impudent reverse-sweep from 
Pennett 

It was a happy Trent Bridge 
return for Pennett. whose run 
aggregate in two group games 
is 65 without being dismissed. 
For Fell, a Nottinghamshire 
batsman of the early Eighties. 


nostalgia was brief. He was 
leg-before, first ball, to Bowen. 

Ward, rhe former Surrey 
batsman now with Hertford¬ 
shire. was more circumspect 
toan in his heyday, but offered 
flashes of inspiration before 
going down the pitch, playins 
toleg. and being bowled by 
Downran. Nicholson was run 
out for the second successive 
match, beaten by Johnson’s 
throw from short mid-wicket, 
but the Minor Counties, with- 
our Potter, had such a thin 
tetnng order that Roberts 
came in at No 5. 


FALL OF WICKETS Ml 2-33.3-33.4-69. 
5-70. 8-87. 7-95 

BOWUNG- Bowen 10-2-40-2. Oram 10-2- 
43-1 Slranq 10 - 2 - 18 - 0 ; Dowrrran 80-18-2; 
Galan 5-0-16-0. Bales 80-18-1 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

p R Retard 0 Newman . . ...22 

U AfaaaJ not out .—-- -54 

j E R Gal Ian not . 74 

Extras (to 1. w 11) --- 

Total (1 wfcL 34.1 overa)-162 

•P Johnsoa R T Rotwisofi, M P Dwrman. P 
A Strang. 1W M Noon. R 7 Bates, A R Oram 
and M N Bowen did not bet 
FALL OF WICKET. 1-31 
BOWUNG Newman 8- 0-27-1; Sia rp 'jl 
3W> Penned 7-1-334): rechardson 5-0-22- 
0: Roberts 6 - 0 - 31 - 0 : Dalton 1.1-OM. 

Gold awanl J E R Gafltan. 

Umpires- R Jufcvi and G l Burgess. 

Warwickshire y 
Northamptonshire 

OTGSASrON iwwwctahre mwi toss), 
wwwctaftoa ( 2 pta) beaNothamptonstm 
by 71 runs 

WARWICKSHIRE 

N V Knight b Mdcoim -• 21 

NMK Smith cRrokwbAtatcctoi . . . 0 
D L Henp c Snape b taytoc . . .18 

*B C Lata b Snape ... -..101 

T L Pemey c Riptey b Hpsg.....10 

0 R Brwm c Penberttry b Rope .52 

A F G**. c Tayror b f^nbarttri, . 4 

G Wetoh e Beifay b Rose. 2 

ft. J Piper not ou«.•••'£ 

GC Smau b Tavtor .•• • -‘8 

E S « G«fc*ns not out .4 

Extras (to 7 w 8 nb 2).^J7 

Tokri (9 tvMs. SO oxere)-280 

FALL OF WtChETS 1-1. 2-48. 3«, 4-114. 
5-207. 6-220. 7-223, 8-225. 8-256 
BOWUNG. Malcolm 100-50-2; Taylor 10-1- 
57-2: Penberthy 104W2-1: Rose 100-31-3: 
Curran 5-0-37-0; Snape 50-36-1 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

D J Capet b Giddins . 17 

R R Moniocmane c Knight oGxttre . .9 

R J Barley c Piper t> Sm<h .* 

•K M Curran c Hemp o Brown . 15 

A L Penberthy c Penney D SmBi .43 

F A Bos*a c Brown b Gibs .. .. 0 

D j G Se>89 c KnjgM b Welch.6 

J N Snape c Brown D Wetctl . ....3 

tORWwnototf ... -25 

J p ijytor d Wefch . 11 

DEMawotmbGA* .—16 

Extras (to 9. w 5) ..- _!£ 

Total {48.1 overs)-188 

FALL OF WICKETS 1-27. 2-30.3-63.4-1Oft 
5-101.8-127. 7-133. 8-138. 9-153 



Rollins: 70 not out for 
Derbyshire at Worcester 

BOWUNG Giddto 7-3-1 1 -£Smel 8004- 
0 . welch 10-1-37-3. Brown 8040-1; Snrtth 
70-182 Gfles 8.1040-2. 

Gold award- 8 C Lara. 

Umpires D J Consent and A A Jones 

Worcestershire v 
Derbyshire 

WORCESTER {Worcestershire won tossj 
Worooaarshue ppm! bout Derbyshire by 
one wkMI 

DERBYSHIRE 

•D G Cork c Haynes b Newport . 35 

ID Blackwell bShenyar ..17 

T A Twaatfic Weston b Newport —9 
K J Bamen c Leatherdale b fAngmrth ..23 
AS Rotes not out.70 

V P Clartw run out.0 

tKMKrtWwncRhodesbMoody .. .1 

S D Stubbings c Lamp* b Moody .. . i 

PAJ DeFratas not out... „ ..51 

Extras (lb 4. w IS, nb 2) .. .22 

Total {7 Wktn. 50 overs). . 229 

P Aklred and A J Harris dd not baL 

FALL OF WICKETS' 1-27.2-73,873.4-126. 
5-126. 8130. 7-134 

BOWUNG Nwvpon 7-1-282 Haynes 80- 
280 Sheriyar 7-0-24-1; Lampitt 180460. 
Moody 81-51-2. I*ngwectn 10-1-281; 
Leather-dale 2-0-230 

WORCESTERSHIRE 

w PC Weston c Hams b DeFreitas . .10 

V 5 Solanki c Hams b DeFreflas. 5 

G A Hfck c and b Barnett..57 

-T M Moody b Hams .23 

G R Haynes c Cork o Oaka.35 

DAUsahefdatecandbBameO -4 

S R Umprtt c Cork b Hams . . - .22 

tS J Rhodes not out . 37 

R k llingwonh Km> b AMnad..II 

P J Newport run out . ..5 

A Sherryar not out. 4 

Extras (b 4 . lb 5 . w 3 j. . 12 

Total (9 wkts. SO oven)_231 

FALL OF WICKETS 1-15.2-15,3-75.4-144. 
5-150, 8150. 7-195. 8221. 8227 
BOWUNG- DeFreitas 70-282. Cork 10 - 2 - 
440. Hams 180-582: AWrad 80-481. 
Oatka 8831-1- Barnett 88282 

Gold award SJ Rhodes 
Umpires: J W Holder and R A White 

AON TROPHY lone day) Bristol; Somerset 
23i (R J Timer 591. GtoocestersWre 225-6 
tG l Macnrnan 57) GJoucastwshre won by 
tour wickets. 


Improved 
diagnosis 
for Wame 

SHANE WARNE. the Austra¬ 
lia leg spinner, may not be 
faring a lengthy speli out of 
the game after all. The shoul¬ 
der injury that Wame sus¬ 
tained on the recent tour of 
India and the United Arab 
Emirates is not as bad as 
initially feared, a Victoria state 
officiai said yesterday. 

Wame had been expected ro 
be out for up to eight months, 
but Shaun Graf, the Victoria 
operations manager, said that 
may be able to resume train¬ 
ing within four weeks. “It'S 
certainly nowhere near as bad 
as was first thought, but he’ll 
still need a fair bit of rehabili¬ 
tation." Graf said. 

Barry Du dies ton. the chair¬ 
man of the Umpires Associ¬ 
ation. has backed the criticism 
of standards of behaviour 
among players made by tard 
MacLaurin of Knebworth. the 
chairman of the England and 
Wales Cricket Board (ECB). 
“The amount of appealing has 
definitely got worse over the 
years," Dudleston said. “I 
have not found it a great 
problem, but my colleagues 
have complained over several 
years about the excessive noise 
and appealing. We have told 
toe ECB about it and they, in 
turn, will inform the counties. 
Something has to be done, 
because some of it Is almost 
tantamount to cheating." 
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Totally committed to En gland but far from totally fit 


41 


4317 


I can understand that people 
in the southern hemisphere 
are scratching their heads 
wondering how it is that I can 
continue to play for Wasps while 
speculation persists that I cannot 
tour this summer. However, things 
are not so black and while as they 
may seem. 

This is not a club versus country 
dispute. It may seem strange, but 
my dub has actually been in a very 
sticky league position of late. We 
also had a cup run and 1 am loyal 
to my dub and my country. 

Had 1 been at a dub that was 
safe so far as relegation was 
concerned. I would not have 
played another game beyond 
March. The situation is that the 
more 1 have played, the worse my 
performances have become. 

f could probably play one or two 
more games, but more than that 


and the shoulder injury that has 
been troubling me for several 
months would require more than 
intensive therapy. My last competi¬ 
tive match of the season will be the 
Tedey’s Bitter Cup final against 
Saracens next Saturday. Other¬ 
wise, the injury could develop into 
a chronic condition and make the 
shoulder dysfunctional That 
would not help me. Wasps or 
England 

The injury has not stopped me 
from playing completely, but it has 
had a detrimental effect on my 
performance since January. I do 
not think 1 have been playing to 
the standards that 1 set myselt 

Don't get me wrong — I would 
love to go to (he southern hemi¬ 
sphere and I have made myself 
available for the tour. The prospect 
of captaining England would be 
fantastic, especially as 1 have not 


Avoiding relegation and being ready for 
a summer tour have been twin priorities 


played in New Zealand before. 
Hie southern hemisphere is the 
ultimate challenge. Playing for 
England means everything to me 
and the ambition remains the 
same. 

I am not putting my dub before 
my country. 1 want what is best for 
everybody and, whenever a deci¬ 
sion is made — and it has to be 
soon — it will be made with all 
three parties concerned — myselt 
Wasps and Clive Woodward, the 
England coach. 

Woodward has said that he will 
only take players who are totally lit 
and committed. I am totally com¬ 
mitted but I am not totally fit The 


shoulder injury is having a huge 
effect on my ability to tackle, which 
is a vital part of a loose forward’s 
game, and, when you are not 100 
per cent, you start compensating 
for the injury. In turn, that means 
that you can pick up other knocks, 
then you lose your basic fitness 
levels, It*s a vicious circle. 

The number of matches that 1 
have played in the past year does 
not help. Including the British 
Isles tour, since last May 1 have 
played 43 games, 16 of them 
Internationa] matches. 

We may be behind the southern 
hemisphere in technical terms and 
skill levels, but the Intensity and 


ferocity of the game here is as 
demanding as anything in the 
world. It is not possible to play that 
number of games at the top level in 
die long term. 

We should have a maximum of 
between 25 and 30 games for 
international players, in England, 
we could have the most competi¬ 
tive dub game in the world, but 
that wont lead to England being 
the best country in the world. The 
two cannot live side by side. 

W e must dedde as a nation 
what we want because it 
would be wrong to con¬ 
tinue deluding people that we can 
win the World Cup under the 
present structure, which only en¬ 
sures that England will remain in 
tire second division of the world 
game. 

So far as Wasps are concerned. 


die past few games have been- 

fantastic. It’s quite frustratin'’ 
knowing that, if we’d played lik£ 
we are doing now at the stan of the 
season, we could be second or thinl 
in the table rather than near the 
bottom. Newcastle was the turning 
point for us. but we have worked 
tremendously hard and, over the*. 
past two weeks or so. we havelT 
proved we are one of the fittest ' 
teams in the first division. 

Our defence is back to the 
standards we set ourselves last year. • ~ ' 
We are again making it difficult for v :. . 
sides to score against us. Earlier 
the season, we were giving away soft; - 
scores and ended up playing catch-; -'?' 1 
up footbalL Now we are far more 
consistent and playing several;-ir, 
games at home has helped, with tiic££*V, 
crowd getting right behind us. justM& 
as lam sure they will inthecupfinajJ 
at Twickenham. 
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RUGBY UNIO N 

Saracens 
can strike 
timely blow 
at the top 

By David Hands, rugby correspondent 


ONLY once this season have 
Newcastle been more than two 
points off the top of the Allied 
Dunbar Premiership. That 
was in March, when Saracens 
had played three games more 
and Newcastle still had 11 
matches of their first division 
programme remaining: to¬ 
morrow. however, they could 
find themselves three points 
behind their rivals at a psy¬ 
chologically critical point in 
theseason. 

If Saracens beat London 
Irish at Watford, as they 
should do even without Kyran 
Bracken and Michael Lynagh. 
their first-choke half backs, 
they will turn up the heat in 
the title race. True, Newcastle 
will have two matches in 
hand, but Saracens would 


TABLE 


p w 

Saracens.. 20 16 
Newcastle 
Bath... .. 
Latcasar... 
ffichmond 

Sale_ 

Gloucester... 20 
Northampmn 18 


L F A 
3 512 355 
3 554 342 
7 514 402 
7 470 381 
20 10 0 10 516 442 
19 9 2 8 52B 468 
9 1 10 457 487 
B 1 9 416 360 


19 16 
19 12 
19 10 


PIS 

33 

32 

24 

22 

20 

20 

19 

17 

17 

14 

12 

4 


Wasps-. 20 8 1 11 444 527 

Haiequre - 20 7 0 13 470 582 
London hist). 20 6 0 14 420 589 
Bristol.. .. 20 2 0 18 307 673 
MATCHES TO COME: Saracens: Tomor¬ 
row: v London Irish (H). May 14: v 
Northampton (H). Newcastle: May 4: v 
Leicester |H) Mayl1:vB8th{H).May17:v 
Harlequins lA) 


have the points in the bag 
while Newcastle must over¬ 
come the fading grandeur of 
Leicester on Monday and 
Bath a week later. 

It would be yet another 
tightening of the mental 
screw. Throughout eight 
months, these two have joust¬ 
ed their way towards a pos¬ 
ition in which, as Rob 
Andrew, the Newcastle direc¬ 
tor of rugby, says, the width of 
a goalpost can make the 
difference between winning 
and losing the title. Ir will have 
done Saracens no harm that 
they were given a scare by 
Harlequins on Wednesday, a 
game that they could have lost 
but clung to by dieir 
fingertips. 

“Call it mental toughness. 


call it desire, call it what you 
will." Mark Evans, their direc¬ 
tor of rugby, said. Saracens 
have acquired it, even without 
such significant individual as 
Francois Pienaar, Lynagh and 
Bracken. Pienaar returns 
from South Africa this eve¬ 
ning, his hamstring sound 
enough to support him 
through an eight-kilometre 
run this week and ready to 
play in the Tetley’s Bitter Cup 
final against Wasps next 
Saturday. 

Lynagh. too. should be 
ready for the final, although 
it is too soon after his groin 
operation last week for the 
Australia fly half to be risked 
this weekend. Saracens re¬ 
main optimistic that Bracken, 
despite his niggling groin 
injury, will be fit for Twicken¬ 
ham. In the meantime. Andy 
Lee and Marcus Olsen resume 
at half back against the Irish 
with the fresh legs of Matthew 
Singer and Kevin Sorrell in¬ 
troduced to the three-quarters 
and Adrian Olver and Alex 
Bennett to the pack. 

Harlequins indicated 
strongly in their two-point 
defeat by Saracens that the 
hungry unknown, such as 
Tun Collier and Steve White- 
Cooper. can add zest to a team. 
Keith Wood joins an otherwise 
unchanged squad that will go 
to Bristol tomorrow desperate¬ 
ly needing to beat the bottom 
club to avoid joining them in 
the basement The home side, 
however, can restore a dutch 
of experienced players — Rob¬ 
ert Jones, Fabrice Landreau, 
David Corkery and Kevin 
Maggs. 

Lawrence Daliaglio. the 
England captain, who has 
played more than 40 high- 
profile games in the past 12 
months, finally receives a well- 
earned rest today when Wasps 
play Richmond at the Athletic 
Ground. Yet competition for 
cup-final places remains in¬ 
tense: Mike White will be bade 
knowing of the impression left 
at open-side flank by Paul 
Volley in the last two games, 
while Shane Raiser makes a 
welcome return to the wing. 


Little time left for English clubs to strike Heineken Cup deal for next season 

Europe runs short of patience 
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|ew of us need much 
excuse to visit Dublin, 
but the directors of the 
European Rugby Cup 
Ltd (ERC) met there yesterday 
in sombre, and possibly irrita¬ 
ble. mood. They, like the rest 
of die world, judging from the 
tone of the International Rug¬ 
by Board's strictures earlier 
this week, are waiting with ill- 
concealed impatience for Eng¬ 
land to dedde what the 
domestic future holds. 

They will have to wait 
another week, at least All that 
the Rugby Football Union 
(RFU). in a joint-staiement 
with English First-Division 
Rugby (EFDR). would say of 
the negotiations is that “agree¬ 
ment has been reached on a 
number of key issues which 
currently affect the English 
game". 

Whatever compromise has 
been worked out must now be 
taken to their respective man¬ 
agement boards and will be 
heard by the RFU council next 
Friday. That debate will be 
staged amid ominous rum¬ 
blings from Ran Cotton, the 
former management board 
vice-chairman. Cotton seeks 
support for a special meeting 
(the union's annual meeting 
takes place in July anyway} at 
which a vote of no confidence 
in tiie RFU council would be 
taken along with a debate on 
the rights of dubs to member¬ 
ship of the union if they will 
not accept international 
regulations. 

One of those key issues is, of 
course, English involvement 
in the European Cup, from 
which the leading clubs with¬ 
drew in January — some three 
weeks before Bath won the 
tournament in a breathless 
final against Brive-That they 
chose to do so does not, of 
course, prevent the RFU from 


Cardiff left to kick heels 


CARDIFF reacted angrily yes¬ 
terday after the Welsh Rugby 
Union (WRU) allowed New¬ 
port to postpone today's Welsh 
League premier dmsion 

match at the Arms Park 
because of injuries. Newport 
who are virtually certain to be 
relegated, claim that they can- 
not raise a front row as Rod 
Snow. Sean Duggan. Sven 
Crank and Christian Johnson 
are all injured. 

The WRU gave Newport 
permission to call on the 
Lfc even though reguki- 
tions allow a club to borrow 

^ to five players from other 

Chibs in a lower division and 
play them on permit. 

-We are amazed and out 
raged. 1 ’ Peter Manning, the 
Cardiff team manager, said- 
“Cardiff were made to play a 
match against Swansea last 

52» b SK 

jj-sr, & 

— 

failed." he said. 


By Our Sports Staff 

The WRU yesterday called 
an extraordinary general 
meeting over the drawn-out 
saga of the planned ten-year 
loyalty agreements, until 
Glanmor Griffiths, the WRU 
chairman, saying that clubs 
refusing to sign would risk 
sacrificing their premier divi¬ 
sion rights. 

The EGM will take place in 
port Talbot on May 17 and 
Griffiths expressed confidence 
that seven of the eight premier 
division dubs — Cardiff being 
the exception — will sign. In 
return, clubs wffl receive 
around £500.000 each per 
season from the WRU. 

Griffiths said that unless 
clubs signed the document, 
money available to them from 
yesterday - May I being the 
start of the financial year - 
would not be paid. 

Wales's deliberations over 
the poor Five Nations Champ¬ 
ionship campaign are likely to 
continue for at least another 
week. The position of Kevin 
gcwring. the coach, is under 
scrutiny after record defeats 
by England and France, 
though he is expected to 
oversee the demanding sum¬ 


mer tour of South Africa. 
Bowring. who earns around 
£50,000 a year, is under 
contract for the World Cup 
next year. However, his Five 
Nations record shows only 
four wins from 12 matches and 
there have also been heavy 
defeats by New Zealand. 
South Africa and Australia. 
David Pickering, the Wales A 
team manager, has been 
tipped to fill a similar role with 
the senior national team, with 
Bowring expected to continue 
until his contract expires. 

Wales are determined to 
press ahead with their five- 
match tour. The South African 
Rugby Football Union (Sarfii) 
is due to hold an emergency 
meeting on Thursday to dis¬ 
cuss alleged apartheid barriers 
in the Republic’s rugby, but 
Griffiths said: “We will go 
providing it is politically 
possible.” 

Wales could be without at 
least a dozen senior players, 
including Neil Jenkins, the 
nation’s record points-scorer, 
Kevin Morgan, an exciting 
young full back, and Stuart 
Davies, the No 8. 

Wales will play a mat* 
against Zimbabwe on their 
way to South Africa. 
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Nicol, the Bath captain, lifts the Heineken Cup after victory over Brive in Bordeaux in January. Callard and Haag, right help him to celebrate Harsng <rad Hltfr 


entering four teams into next 
season’s tournament, since en¬ 
try remains in the union’s gift, 
but it would be a nonsense if it 
had to look anywhere other 
than the Allied Dunbar Pre¬ 
miership dubs or if it chose to 
invent four regional teams 
that did not include England's 
better players and which 
would make no significant 
impact upon the tournament 

That does not make the 
action taken by the dubs right. 
They were too quick to em¬ 
brace the European concept in 
the first place: now they realise 
that the bedrock of the game 
must be a strong domestic 
tournament, which is what 
they were told in the first 
place. Three years ago, Foot¬ 
ball Assodation representa¬ 
tives emphasised that Euro¬ 
pean competition was a long, 
hard slog to out-of-the-way 
places before the genuine 
glamour — and money — 
arrived in the closing stages. 

It does not reflect well on the 


leading dubs if they play tire 
hokey-cokey with Europe — a 
leg in one year then out the 
next There is not one player or 
coach in England who does 
not seek European competi¬ 
tion for his team, knowing the 
standard to be attained, the 
increase in playing perfor¬ 
mance and, yes. the dramatic 
rise in public profile and 


iron out teething problems 
over years rather than weeks. 

Thus, when the ERC direc¬ 
tors met, they had two scenari¬ 
os to address: a 1998-99 
competition of 20 teams with 
England, and one without 
Already they face a reduced 
entry from Scotland, whose 
two “super-dubs" take the 
place of the three district 


Europe is one bargaining 
chip that EFDR might have 
used effectively in its negotia¬ 
tions. though tiie signs are that 
an increased Premiership — 
which is doomed to be reduced 
within a couple of seasons — 
will leave no room for Europe. 
That will leave nobody happy, 
because the European dimen¬ 
sion enhances playing stan- 


6 There is not one player or coach in England who 
does not seek European competition for his team 9 


access to commercial and tele¬ 
vision money. 

That the clubs believe the 
tournament could be ran bet¬ 
ter is an issue, but only one of 
several. So many people in the 
English game want to run 
before they can walk into 
professionalism: they seem 
unwilling to allow a new 
culture to find its own roots, to 


teams entered in the past two 
years of the tournament (nei¬ 
ther England nor Scotland 
participated in the inaugural 
1995-96 season). The second 
scenario is less than welcome: 
without the leading English 
names, television and spon¬ 
sors will downgrade their 
-offers and the playing merit 
will be vastly reduced. 


dards and. as Bath's support¬ 
ers ecstatically demonstrated 
in Bordeaux in January, offers 
agreeable new vistas. 

ERC itself might have of¬ 
fered its spare place to Bath, 
the holders of the Heineken 
Cup, as a sweetener and still 
left four places open to Eng¬ 
land; as matters stand, even if 
the English dubs agreed to go 


back in, Bath would have 
qualify by finishing in the (***» 
four. Brive, the 1997 winnefi^®>. 
are out of the closing stages wrap):_ T jrSS» 
the French championship b| drR|mii ~~GHnd6 
could qualify from the Couj 

de France. _Jaded p) a 

At least Heineken, whit 
has first negotiating rigb 
after three loyal years to tl^. * - 
embryo tournament, has Ian ib. 
down its own marker 
Europe: it has instituted, in c 
operation with Europe! 
media, an award for the play** R 
of the year, who will C?; 
revealed at a gala lunch c 
May IS. The winner will tal 
away £8.000 and is more th; 
likely to come from Fran-Jpjraw 
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since there are four Ftencffl Bff jppnio 
men in the final six nomine «£g> [I J 

— Christian Caiifano. of To 
louse. Philippe Carbonnea 
of Brive, Thomas Ca5taignto Pwe * lw - jtus • in 
of Castres, and OIivi> ardroo 

Magne, of Brive. That quart own;to 


Trainees required 
£19,000* rising to 60,000? 

It doesn’t sound like an ordinary training programme. 

But then again, piloting a fast jet is no ordinary job. 


is joined by Neil Badu ICES nungs 

Leicester, and Allan Batema eraes*, investo 
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You’re piloting a Tornado F3. Way below 
you is the Alaskan wilderness. Directly ahead of 
you are hostile aircraft Your mission; engage. 

We're not describing your job. We’re 
describing your training. 

A major joint force exercise designed to 
work up your fighter squadron to full combat 
readiness. Because, someday, it could be for 
real. Errors, therefore, are unacceptable. 


Which is why weYe prepared to invest 
;£3 million in your training. 

Right now all that we ask from you is a 
minimum of two A levels or three Scottish 
Higher passes and five GCSEs or SCE&. 

Oh, the £19,000 starting salary. Well, if 
it's only the money you're interested in this is 
probably not the career for you. 

•Baud 7B fmdtwr iunmx uU& 


Tcfcpbooc (1345 KHI Kalb i-turpnl .1 lota) me. 24 bounj. 
Gocuare hnp://www.raf-careei»jafjui>iiuk or poa roupon to 
Croup Captain if. Bnuoa BA. Ftwpoa 4135. Bristol BS1 JYX. 
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RUGBY LEAGUE 


Sheffield face bare 
facts with rare 
show of self-belief 


Christopher Irvine analyses the resurgence 


of Henry Paul 


H enry Paul is en¬ 
joying the best 
three weeks of his 
life. He got mar¬ 
ried , was recalled to die New 
Zealand side five days after 
the wedding — “Kathryn 
understood, at least 1 think 
she did” — and he and his 
younger brother, Robbie, 
were hailed the "Fabulous 
Paul Boys” after the Kiwis 
achieved a stunning defeat of 
Australia in Auckland. Then 
it was back to Wigan and all 
the hype of the Warriors' first 
return to Wembley in three 
years in the Silk Cut Chall¬ 
enge Cup final today. 

Ah, Wembley. Five years 
ago there, we noted the name 
of a spring-heeled cherub, 
who dazzle d those taking 
their seats for the main event 
with two tries for die Junior 
Kiwis against a Great Britain 
Academy side containing two 
future Wigan team-mates, 
Andy Farrell and Simon 
Haughton. In 1995, he was 
back winning his first Chall¬ 
enge Cup medal for Wigan 
against Leeds, in which he 
famously left Ellery Hanley 
on his backside and Alan Tail 
groping at thin air with his 
trademark spin away from 
the tackle and score. 

Paul was an extravagant, 
joyous talent Put him at full 
bade, half back, loose for¬ 
ward. anywhere really, and 
inspirational sparks flew. 
Defences bowed to his sheer 


SI MON WILKINSON 


- NFORTUNATELY, the 
oestion at Wembley today is 

_ or so much whether Sheffield 
agles can go the “Full 
tonty" and produce the big- 
" st upset in 97 finals of the 
ilk Cut Challenge Cup but 

- ie of how much their limita- 
ons may be stripped bare by 

. resurgent Wigan Warriors. 
Despite the Jeremiahs pre- 
icting doom and destruction, 
heffield remain fervent in 
icir self-belief. They have 
rtimmed into themselves the 
j otion that no odds are insur- 
I loun table — more than can 
,2 said for some other final 
pponents of Wigan. 

J AH these positive vibes are 
:dmirable, until they must 
jpe with Jason Robinson 
j making from deep. Tony 
' mith jinking into space or 
ndy Farrell motoring wide to 
rate a defensive weakness, 
inless the Eagles can defuse 
/igan’s myriad dangers, the 
■ gure to look out for will be 
luddersfield*S biggest win¬ 
ing margin of 34 points in 
>15. 

John Rear, the Sheffield 
)ach, can understand the 
nderdog label, but bristled at 
ie no-hope rs tag. “We were 
iven no chance at Castleford 
nd no chance against Salford 
l the semis,” he said. “We've 
real self-confidence, if anyo¬ 
ne's under pressure, ir is 
tfgan and expectations of a 
O-point win." 

ftw doubt Paul Broadbent, 
re Sheffield captain, when he 
ays that his side will “run our 
lood to water”. Sweat alone 
411 not stop Wigan, but Kear 
; a canny operator and the 
iagles. notwithstanding the 
/orst odds in history at 14-1 
gainst them winning, have 
raven playmakers in Mark 
.stem and Dave Watson in the 
ey half-back positions. 


By Christopher Lrvine 

Tony Currie, the London 
Broncos coach, was partly 
connect last Sunday when he 
questioned Wigan’s aura of 
invincibility. Regrettably, he 
did so after his side had just 
lost 24-10 at Central Park. 
Should Sheffield run them 
that close, they will have done 
well and rugby league’s disap¬ 
pearance from terrestrial tele¬ 
vision for another nine 
months would be spared the 
false impression that it lacks 
competitiveness. 

Sheffield's supporters bong 
outnumbered two to one by 
Wigan's following should not 
detract, too, from the Eagles' 
achievement in reaching 
Wembley 14 years after Gary 
Hetherington was deemed 
crazy for setting them up. In 
those days, a couple of hun¬ 
dred was a reasonable turnout 
at Owlerton greyhound stadi¬ 
um and Hetherington had to 
twist the local council’s arm to 
install goalposts. 

Hetherington moved to 
Leeds 18 months ago, but no 
doubt will have a lump in his 
throat at 2.45pm. The Eagles 
may lag a poor third to 
Sheffield's two football teams, 
bur they are in the final, with 
their credibility enhanced, 
shares steady after a year on 
the Alternative Investment 
Market and every incentive to 
maintain progress, whatever 
the outcome. 

Although they have been 
away from Wembley and 
made to look vulnerable for 
the past couple of years. 
Wigan are back and in a 
familiar position of being 
expected to win. Fear of losing 
was the spur during their 
fabulous 1988-95 Challenge 
Cup reign. An element of that 
survives, but. for more than 
half the side, the final is new 
territory and victory would 


bring joy rather than relief. 
Last September, Danny 
Moore, one of Wigan’s new 
Australian quartet, was in the 
Manly side surprisingly beat¬ 
en by Newcastle Knights in 
the Australian grand final. 
“Maybe we under-estimated 
them that day and paid the 
price. If we make dial mistake 
against Sheffield, well have 
deserved to lose. No, we’re not 
taking them lightly.” 

When John Monie returned 
to Wigan as coach this season 
and Dave Whelan, the multi¬ 
millionaire. bought the club, 
the Challenge Cup was identi¬ 
fied as the first priority. 
Whether a new. era of Wigan 
greatness is dawning will also 
depend on whether they win 
the new Super League grand 
final in October, which is in 
danger of stealing the thunder 
of the Challenge Cup. coming 
at the end of the season. 

Today's attendance is 
unlikely to top 65.000. which 
would make it the smallest 
since 54.730 saw Wakefield 
Trinity beat Wigan in the 1946 
final. More relevant for Shef¬ 
field is the defeat of Hull, 
runaway favourites in 1983. by 
un fancied Featherstone 
Rovers. With forwards like 
Broadbent, Laughton and 
Carr capable of imposing 
themselves in the important 
first 20 minutes, they may just 
plant a seed of doubt in Wigan 
minds. 

Where Eagles bared for the 
tabloids this week in a Half 
Monty (with socks, boots and 
balls), they must dare at 
Wembley, otherwise they wfll 
be embarrassingly exposed. 
Asked there yesterday wheth¬ 
er it was worth turning up, 
Kear smiled; and if the thief 
who stole his Wembley suit 
from his car would please 
return it. he would be gratefuL 


WEMBLEY’S WAR OF THE ROSES 
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16 T O'Connor 


S Cummings {WI 


Satfbrd {Headingley), 22-18. 
■CroWtberS; K Senlor S; P Carr, 

H Plnkney 4; O ta(jghtbn3; MA§tpn, : 
^Wopt^WTaewa-a; OWatspn,' 

pjBfoajbent; < "7 i; 

"BSodfei WSov^abua, M Jackson 1. i r . 

,V ;J ; .■ 7; . 

VihGANTPathtoftaat : ' v f ' . 

Fourth round: Kei^Hey (away), 764);-; 
Fifth rooiRfc. <Oewsbutf (avyayt-; -56®; .' 
QuarterAtal: SrHelerfs (home), 22-10; 
SeinBbnt: ;ifntton(Hudderefield),38-8. ; 
TrietoJRobirson 8; 0Moore, '. V'V ; ' 'l 
C Murdock4; M-BefLS.Haughton, 

H Paul KRed0nsld2; D Betts, DCardiss; 
J Clarke, G Connolly, A FarreH, L Gllmour, 
S HolgatB. P Johnson, R McCormack JL' 
Cools:Farrell 30 


C John Monie 
gave me a 
blast, but 
he showed 
faith in me 5 


exuberance. And this is the 
way it proceeded, until last 
year and his return from a 
brief loan spell in rugby 
union with Jason Robinson at 
Bath. He came bade injured 
and seemingly jaded. 

Paul had said that back-to- 
back seasons were not a 
problem, yet he returned 
looking most in need of a rest 
Sometimes he played when 
obviously unfit The lustre 
and hunger had gone. Rather 
than spinning out of tackles, 
the ball often dribbled from 
his fingertips. When John 
Monie regained the coaching 
role at Central Park from 
Eric Hughes at the end of last 
year, he was horrified. 

“Henry's a highly skilful 
player, but I looked at the 
tapes of Wigan’s last five 
games and his was a horror 
story of missed tackles and 
opportunities.” Monie said. 
“I put to him straight that 
he’s out of here without 
drastic improvement The 
first three games he put in 100 
tackles and missed just one. 
That sort of response speaks 
for itself.” 

The rejuvenation of Paul, 
24, is mirrored by that of the 
entire Wigan side. “John gave 
me a blast, but he had faith in 




against the likes of Ellery 
Hanley and Jonathan Da¬ 
vies," he said. 

The night that changed his 
career path came at Wigan in 
February 1994. memorable 
nor so much for Va'aiga 
Tuigamala’s home debut, but 
a celebration of Paul's 
exploits as he scored Wake¬ 
field’s winning try and land¬ 
ed four goals. 


W igan wanted this 
stick of inspira¬ 
tion and. in re¬ 
turn for the dub 
waiving a transfer fee for 
Andy Platt Auckland grudg¬ 
ingly released him. “It was 
Inga's first home match and F 
kept thinking, wow. I’m play¬ 
ing against a legend,” Paul 
said. "I also remember Mar¬ 
tin Offiah flying down the 
wing and 1 took him out I 
couldn't believe it. 

“I’m so glad I joined Wig¬ 
an. They Ye the best and have 
made me the player I am — 
and I'll always be grateful to 
Inga, because the philosophy 
he instilled in me is that you 
can achieve anything if you 
put your mind to it 
“Thars one of the reasons 1 
tried union, and I'm glad. I 
got injured, but I’d never go 
back and say ‘I wouldn't do 
that’, because it was awe¬ 
some. I loved playing with 
Jeremy Guscott Mike Catt 
and all those guys." 

After two years of Robbie 
for Bradford Bulls in the 
final, it is time again for big 
brother to take centre stage. 
Henry’s twinkling feet, the 
rugby equivalent of the All 
Shuffle, are itching to go. His 
medal, whatever colour, will 
be parcelled off immediately 
to their ailing grandmother 
back home. “I’ve been so 
fortunate these three weeks," 
he said. “A beautiful wife, a 
great New Zealand upset — 
good things come in threes. I 
hope.” 


Paul is an exciting talent in a variety of roles at both dub and international level 

Spin doctor back in 
the familiar routine 


me as his stand-off," he said. 
“Eric was a good fella, but he 
wasn't the right coach last 
year. John’s brought the dis¬ 
cipline back. Training ses¬ 
sions leave us hammered, but 
it’s a good feeling. Last year l 
didn’t want to go to training 
because we weren’t really 
learning.” 

New Zealand’s defeat of 
Australia last week has 
shown that every underdog 
can have its day, although all 
of Paul's memories of watch¬ 
ing Wembley finals on tele¬ 
vision as a youngster in the 
Auckland suburb of Te Atatu 
are of Wigan winning and 
two other New Zealand 
brothers. Kevin and Tony 


GUIDE TO THE WEEKEND FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 
ick-ofi 3 0 irfsss staled 
1GHLAWD LEAGUE For WKtarn v 
untiy. Kam vWtak Academy 
/INSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE; First 
iviakXE Beckenham w VCO. Cray v 
-anterbray. Ertti v Qatnam. Lonlswood v 
Mtuatte Twirr Swartey Furness vHythe 
CREWFIX DIRECT LEAGUE; Premier 
rwston: Brie lord v Mangofsfleri urd 
•ahe v Bnstot Manor Farm. Bmore v 
rriporr. Keynsftam v Pauton fl Tcunngton 
Odd Down 

RNOTT INSURANCE NORTH LEAGUE: 
iret dwtstam Coroett v Crook Ea&rgton v 
lorperti. Penrith v Towr Law: FTTM 
lewcastie v Murtcn SiocMon v 
WThaTerwi 

HNERVA SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS 
EAGLE: Premier division south: 
•cuKonsfiew v Islington. Hamgey Boro v 
larwrefl Ruslip Manor v Brook House. Si 
UrcKaeTsbury v Harefieri- Woodford v 
/aflham AObey Premier drvisicn north; 
tosev Town v Welwyn Garden Bucking- 
am AlNaw v Bedford Harpenden v 
*acfte Sparta Letchwo/th v Btggteswade- 
vyuan » Potiera Bar Town 
Af HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE- 
Temier division: Bohemians v UCD (7 30). 

Drogheda i7 30). 9 * 30 u Fmn Harps 

COMPLETE MUSIC HELLBHC LEAGUE 
remler division: BanDray v Swvtfcn 
i-riermaime Fartwd v Carterton. Hallen v 
■ricor. North Leigh vAongdorr Shortvrood 
Burnham Traitey v Endiagh 
IASS IHSH CUP: final: Glenloran v 
ifcnavon (at Windsor Park) 


SOUTH EAST COUNTIES LEAGUE First 
cMstorc Leyton Onart v Crystal Palace 
1110), Norwich v Ipswich [1101: Prate- 
mourn v Chadian (710). West Ham v 
Ftifiam 11 1 0) Second dhtteionr Swindon v 
Bnstol C«y (HO). Tottenham v Reading 
(11 0). Wimbledon v Southampton (110). 
ENDSLBGH INSURANCE MIDLAND 
COMBINATION: Premier dtwston: Ah/e- 
chureh v CoteshW- Continental Star v 
Baiehafl 5 David Lloyd AFC v GPT 
(Coventry)- rt^igate v Massey Ferguson. 
Kemtworth v Kings Heath liter KA v 
Orestyn Her Southam v Han&artan 
Timbers, Sirasey BKL v Knowle 
COURAGE COMBINED COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE Premier cSvtsbn: Ash v Godaiming 
and Gu*Jkxd. Ashlord v Feflham. 
Chessngion and Hook v Hording Town. 
Cotnam v WaRon Casuals: Cove v Raynes 
Pa rt Vale. C rartegh vChrstead. Wostlieri 
v Mcrstham 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE First 
dviston: CNadderton v Kiasorove 
Oiheroe v Mosstey- Gtosscp North End v 
Nantwich Town. HaraSngden v Atherton LFJ 
Hoiker Old Bays v Burecough. Newcastle 
Toon v RamsOOttom. Saffotd v Warrtngtoo: 
VeuxhaB GM v St Helens 
BANKS'S BREWEHY LEAGUE Premier 
rSvision. BloxwichS vLurflowT Dartasionv 
Enmgstul. Malwem T v CratAey Towrr 
Walsall Wood v St^toro 7. Westferis v 
GorrnI A. Vtatvertumplon C v 
Worrertiampton 

JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE Premier dMsicxn Dcs v Soham. 
Fahenham v Harwich and Partwslon. Great 
Vermouth v Hston. Halstead v Gorieston 
Sudturv Tn v Waron WrenhamvEV 


JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE First rS- 
vtekwiAefosrruatresvWffTbartte Totonv 
Thatcham Town. Baxnemouth v Andover. 
Bracfcanhurst v Christchurch. Coures Sprats 
v Portsmouth East Cowes v BAT. Eastagh 
v Lynvnpton: Gosport v Bemerton H Rran- 
seyvAFCNewOury-.WhschurchvOownton 
ESSEX SBIIOR LEAGUE Premier tfl- 
vistorr. Bowers v Branham Ramfcters. 
Concord Rangers v Stansled Gnsat 
Watering v East Ham. 

UHLSPOHT UNITED COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE Premrerdrvtston: Boston v St Meets. 
Bourne v Pwron Budvngham v Vadey 
Cogenfioe v S and L Cortiy Mmees 
Btactefone v Eyneobray Norhampron 
Spencer v Sparing. Starrtord v Frad 
Sports 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE- First 
division: Arundel v UEWiamplon Bragess 
HU v Whtfahawk Halsham v Horsham 
YMCALaraneySportsvSetsey Pagtemv 
Shoreham. Rmpmer v ir.t*. 

WTERUNK EXPRESS ALLIANCE end- 
anocth v W Mri Potee Pers/xae T v 
wedrwstod Rocester v Btoxmch Town 
Shrtnat T v Rushan O Stratford T v 
Knypersley V 

OLD BOVS LEAGUE Premier dwtsion: 
Old Aloysians v Cardinal Manruig OS. Old 
Teresenans v Old Igozians 
SOUTHERN AMATELB LEAGUE Bark ol 
England v Sorahpate Otyrr»c LeroPury v 
Nrasemen-. NaNVcst Ba<w v Old 
Utfymenans Ori Bromteans v Old 
Stexxiers. Old Safesois v Alexandra PaiL 
FA PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE Ptay-ofb. 
Second round: Arsenal v West Ham til 01 
SemMinak Sheffield Wednesday v Totten¬ 
ham (II Of 


RUGBY UNION 
Wck-oft 3 0 Lrtess stated 
ABed Dunbar Premiership 
First division 

Gloraxat'a v Sale... 

Nratttamplon v Bath.. 

Richmond v Wasps .. .. 

Second division 

West Hartlepool v Bedford. 

Jewson National League 
Second division north 

Ffincfdey vSlorabrdge. 

Nuieaton v fteston G (215) 

Sheffield v Kendal. 

Second division south 

Cheltenham v Redrulh.. 

THWAITES NORTH: First drvteion; 
Macclesfield v west Pa*. Bramhope. North 
Brv^tton v Widnes 

ten CUP: Final: Bedford Athletic v Suoud 
(at Tmctertam) 

TETLEYS BITTER VASE Hnafc Huddero- 
field YMCA v Wea Leeds fat Twickenh a m. 
12 301 

Welsh League 
Premier dteston 

CartSH v Newport .. .... . P 

EbbwVate vLUnelfe 1601. 

Pontypridd v Neath (2 30).. 

Swansea v Bridgend (2 30). 


first efivision 

Blackwood v Cardiff Institute (2 30). 
CaerpfaBy v Crass Keys (2.30) 


To ensure cuponrr »owtei >rtr irandMda aoma cate may b» recanted. 





Drawant V Maesteg (2J0). 

Llandovery v Aberawon (2.30).. 

ftntypool v AbertiSery (230) ... 

Rurnney v Merthyr 12.30). 

South Wales Police v Bonymaen (2.30) 
Terments Premfership 
DivfeionIA 

MelrosevWatsonians .. ... 

West ol SaXland v Hawick . 

Division ib 

Botoughmuir v Jed-Forest . 

Hartal's FP v Edinburgh Acads .. 

Dtvteton 2A 

Dundee HSFP v Glasgow Hawks . .. 

KHmamock v Ketao. 

Dwtskm2B 
Kirkcaldy v PeeWes 
Division 3A 

Abradsen GSFP v Stewart's Metvile FP 

Grangemouth v Sekriv. 

Division 36 

Ayr v Glasgow Southern .. 

Giemxhes v StewarUy . 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
Sdk Cut Challenge Cup 
Final 

Sheffield v Wigan 
(af Wembley. 2 45| . . - 

CRICKET 

Benson and Hedges Cup 
fi g 50o vers 

CANTERBURY: Kent v Gloucestershire 
TRENT BRIDGE Nottingh a mshire v 
Leicestershire 

UNL/THGOW: Scotland v Yotta#we 
HOVE: Sussex v Essen 

OTHER SPORT 

BADMINTON: Brttsh grand slam kora- 
narnenl pn Cardiff) 

BASKETBALL: Budwetser championship: 
SemLfinalB: Bvmrahem Buiots v Marv 
Chester Gants 16 45L Thames Veley Tipers 
v London Tower: (S.-I51 (at WemUey 
Arenal 

BOXING: European super■hantamwBigh' 
chemtMrtship: S Ofiver (Bamer. hotter) v 
MKiarevIBufl British super-teaiherweighi 
championship: C Sfcphetd iSiirah 

hotoert vPJudoon (Koghioyi (al the Aftwt 
Han 


Lro. plundering the tries. He 
and Robbie would then go to 
the park to work on their spin 
techniques by mimicking 
American football running 
backs. “Raying against 
Samoans, you learnt to spin, 
because even as kids you 
didn’t want to run straight 
into them." he said. 

Last Friday was the first 
occasion since their Te Atatu 
club days that the brothers 
had been on the same side. 
Henry in another of his 
various roles at hooker, 
which he first adopted for 
New Zealand in the 1995 
World Cup, and Robbie. 22. 
at stand-off. For Henry, 
whose Bath contract had 


CYCLING: Travalwiee Tora oi Lancashire 
second siaga (72 mice. Baton. 10 30am) 
HOCKEY: County ch a mpionship tar tetion 
Koynesl. B dMstoru SemHlnate: 
Buckinghamshire v Hamps/we (1T 01. Dur¬ 
ham v Worcesterohro (I 0). final (4 30) 
Women's International match: Scotiard v 
Ireland (a: ISC. Dundee. 20) Woman's 
tenter international match: Ireland v 
Germany (In Belfast) 

SNOOKER: Embassy world champterchte 
( a The C ructate. Sheffield) 

SPEEDWAY: Bite League: Easttcume v 
Belte Vtej(7 30i Premier League: Sidre v 
Reacting [7.301 Premtef League Cup: 
Bawck v Ednbra^i 17 0) 


THE TIMES 


SPORTS SERVICE 


controversially come before 
national team selection in 
1996, it represented a recon¬ 
ciliation with Frank 
EndacotL the coach, and an 
almost certain place on the 
Kiwis’ tour here this autumn. 

After his Wembley debut in 
1993. David Topliss persuad¬ 
ed him to spend the rest of 
that season with Wakefield. 
As the most promising player 
in New Zealand. Paul was 
one of the pre-iaunch 
signings by the new Auck¬ 
land Warriors outfiL “I 
thought: ‘Six months in Eng¬ 
land — great’ Rather than 
club football back home. 
Toppo gave me my head and 
the chance to test myself 


RACING 

Commentary 

Call 0891 500 123 

Results 

Call 0891100123 


FOOTBALL 


Reports and scores from the 
FA Carting Premiership 

Call 0839 555 562 

Reports and scores from 
the Nationwide League 

Call 0839 555 512 


Calls cost 50p per minute 


TOMORROW 


Space craft, 


The new Audi AB Avant. Never, in the history of estate care, have so many technological advancements 
come with such a generous amount of space. 

For a brochure or test drive details, call 0345 899 777. v**™* £*X*Zi* 


GCSD 


Axa League 
SC. Vovois 

LORD'S: WfcWesex v Glamorgan 
ARUNDEL* Susser v Hampstwo 
WORCESTER: Worcestershire v 
Durham 

HUG BY UNION 
ABed Dunbar Premiership 
First division 

Bretal v Harlequins (30). 

Saracens v London tesh (3 0) . 

OTHER SPORT 

BAD UNTON: BittJi grand slam tora- 
namert (in Cardiff) 

BASKETBALL- Budwteser champtawNp' 
Th*d lourth place priy-ofl (4 0); linal |S 301 
(a Wranttey Arena) 


CYCLING: Travoftnso Tour o< LancoEMro. 
twO utaget (12 rrMrz. limo-lrtal, Cxtomjm. 
9am): kxirtn stage (30 rrtlos, Hyndbran. 
330) 

HOCKEY: County cPamptonartp ta Milan 
Koyncel A dMslon: SemHtiials: Statord- 
stvre v Sraioy (100). Che^we v Sussex 
(120) Junior county championship: Aral 
[2 l£»). A revision; final (4 15) Women's 
I nte r na tio n al match: Seen and v betend us 
ISC. Dundee. 110) Women's Junior 
International match. Mm v Germany 
Bdtasli 

MOTORCYCUNG: Bteth sugertjiMi 
champcnshlp lot Thnnton) 

MOTOR RACING- Auto Track* 8m<sh 
unsordianpton5tvp |dt □oningidn) 
SNOOKER: Embassy world chinnonship 
la) The CrucHa. Sheffioid) 

SPEEDWAY: Speedway Star Cup. Odrad 
v &*■> Vac (7 01 Premier League Cup- 
Gtesgow v Htd i6 30): NomusHo v Berwick 
(6 30i. Newport vE«otv 12 30) Conference 
League: Burton v SKcrassa (3 0) 


THE TIMES/DILLONS FORUM 


An evening with 
Toni Morrison 

T9NI MORRISON, the Nobel prize¬ 
winning author, will be reading from 
her long-awaited new novel. Paradise 
(Chatto & Windus £16.99), at a 
Times/Dillons Forum on Monday, 
May 18. This event chaired by Peter 
Stothard. Editor of 77ie Times, offers 
readers the rare opportunity to ask Morrison questions 
about her life and work. 

The forum, ar 7.30pm at the Institute of Education, 20 
Bedford Way, lxindon. WC1, marks the publication of 
Paradise . Morrison’s first book for five years. The admis¬ 
sion price of £10 (concessions £7.50 for students, pension¬ 
ers and the unemployed on production of valid ID) 
includes E2 off copies of Paradise 


TONI MORRISON FORUM 

Please book me — lickct(s) at £10 and/or fkfcctts) at £7.50 
(cones) for The 1 imes/Dillons Toni Morrison Forum 

NAME____ 

ADDRESS. 


POSTCODE -- DAY PHONE No.. 

/ enclose my cheque made payable to Dillons the Bookstore 

VallJC .LTieque number .... 

1 FW wmc >.wr name. *Jdr«s and cart number .m the bade of the chet 

^ m i i i ill i i i 11 n 

.. Issue No..«**,«*« 

PRINT NAME . 


.— iSwiich cards onlyi 


SIGNATURE 


Please posi cnupitin and remitiunce 10 - 

unions Gower Street London Wfi f ccn 
Tel: 0171-467 1613. Fa* 0I71-467 16M Q 

2T2SKJSfJ?* 1 * T* Umil "o^Tidvts hooked 
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L et us surf into the weekend 
on a raft of wild sexist 
generalisations. Are males 
twice as good as females? 
.Are males 150 times more impor¬ 
tant than females? Do you treat the 
two sexes just the same, like the two 
impostors? Or, on the contrary, do 
you treat diem like two different 
species? Males from Mars, females 
from Venus? 

I have always been rather struck 
by the tact that males are different 
frwn females; rather like most 
other living things on the planet 
The question of how different, and 
in what way different is the 
cornerstone not just of human 
civilisation, but of all life. 

On, then, into Guineas weekend. 
Today, we have the 2.000 Guineas, 
the first classic of the season, in 
which three-year-old colts — that is 
to say, ad o les c ent boys — will race 
along the brutal Rowley Mile. And 
tomorrow, we have the 1,000 Guin¬ 
eas, in which fillies, that is to say. 
adolescent girls, will run along the 
same unforgiving stretch of turf. 

This is not politically correct, is 
it? 1 mean, are males rally twice as 
good as females? Amazing, really, 
that these ancient race titles have 
not been changed. Really, we 
should have two races, each railed 
die 1,500 Guineas. 

Human fashions come and go. In 
my youth, girls were called women 
and they dressed in dungarees, 
garments of a plumbers mate that 
paradoxically emphasised their 
wearer’s femininity. Recently we 
had the Spice women who must be 
called girls, and who claimed that 
the way to female power lies 
through utter silliness; and is it the 
males or the females who are 
sillier? 

But as these cultural changes 
pass by. horses carry on breeding 
and humans continue to breed ami 
train them. And if fillies have 
carried on being fillies and colts 
have carried on being colts, the way 
of treating them has gone through 
quiet and subtle changes, at least in 
some places. 

When Clive Brittain talks about 
. when he was a lad, he means lad as 
in stable lad. He rose from the 
ranks (having started in 1949) to 
become assistant to Sir Nod 


Do you treat the two sexes just the same? Or like two different species? Males from Mars, females from Venus? 

Brittain prepared to I \ ~ 

make classic case ^ 

for sexual equality 
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Murless and then a top trainer in 
his own right. “When 1 was a lad. if 
you [ratal anything softly, it was 
because you were a softy. Basical ly. 
if it didn’t move, you kicked it. And 
that was just the staff." 

You tell a gelding, bui you ask a 
mare. That Is the one of the oldest 
sayings of horsemanship. If you get 
stroppy with a mare, she will go 
sulky and sour. Bui a gelding 
wants to be put in his place. That is 
to say, his place in the dominance 
hierarchy; and his human handlers 
are part of that world view. 


SIMON 

BARNES 

Talking 
Jj horse 


It is a deserved one. He trained 
one of the best fillies that ever 
raced. Pebbles, who won the 1.000 
Guineas in 1984. went on to become 
the first filly to win the Eclipse and 
the first British horse to win a 
Breeder's Cup race, the Mile, in the 
United States. 

He also trained the 1993 winner 
of the 1,000 Guineas, Sayyedati. He 
has three contenders for tomor¬ 
row’s race; Cloud Castle. Forum 
and Wenda. And he has brought 
them to race fitness by following 
the policy that you don’t have to be 
a softy to treat a horse softly. 

The military tradition is still a 
living part of horsemanship. There 
is a right and wrong way to do 
everything: men, animals and ma¬ 
chines are all part of the machine. If 
you're not like everbody else, there 
is no room for you: man. horse, 
machine. Standardisation is the 
way armies work. 


B ut a troop of racehorses is 
not a cavalry regiment; 
and trainers seek individ¬ 
ual. not collective bril¬ 
liance. One of the rituals of the 
raring stable is long and hard 
grooming: good for circulation and 
muscle tone, especially in the lad 
doing it It is a ritual borrowed 
from military routine. 

“I don't like to fuss a filly," 
Brittain said. “A filly often gets sour 
and fretful standing tied up and 
being dressed over. I like a filly to 
be with a lad"—a lad. of course, is 
often female these days —“whocan 
sense when a filly’s in a bad mood, 
and stop brushing her, and take 
her for a swim, or a little walk and 
a pick of grass. That goes on all the 
time in my yard." 

Pebbles used to be impassible at 
morning exercise, always jumping 
about and spooking at nothing. 
Then Brittain realised that she was 
frustrated by the pace of things. 
The crowd of shambling, shuffling 
females all around her got on her 
nerves. 

So Brittain paired her up with a 
very decent horse called Come On 
The Blues, a horse with a fine 
swinging walk. “The two went off 
together, and did their exercise 
together. She went off behind 
Bluesy and never once put a foot 


This is not to recommend yelling 
and knocking horses about But 
with a gelding, it sometimes pays to 
be just that little bit insensitive. But 
you must never get coarse with a 
mare. When I came home from a 
long trip. I used to find that my 
mare would not talk to me. Turned 
her bade to me in her box, staring at 
the manger. Not so much sulking 
as deeply hurt. 

A Flat racing trainer is mostly 
dealing with very young horses, the 
males still entire, the females 
flighty are! virginal. But die princi¬ 
ple of asking and telling hold good. 
Brittain is one of those trainers with 
a reputation for being “good with 
fillies". 


llangeinor fixture 
treads new ground 

Point-to-point by Carl Evans 



RACECOURSES come and 
go in this sport. A field one 
moment, a sporting arena the 
next — it takes a few dozen 
committed hunt supporters 
ami a willing landowner to 
prepare for the big day, and if 
a little local difficulty means 
one bit of pasture is no longer 
available then a new one is 
generally found. 

Hence the Llangeinor meet¬ 
ing will be held on fresh turf at 
Laleston today, just a few 
miles from its former course at 
Margam. Its secretary, Judith 
Tudor, reports the going as 
“good with soft patches”, 
which should not hinder Flick¬ 
ering Flame, to be ridden by 
her husband. Jonathan, in the 
opening members' race. 

Waterlogging has struck 
Welsh meetings particularly 
hard in the past month bur the 
popularity of the sport in this 
area is underlined by an entry 
of 366 in nine races. Pip Jones, 
attempting to win her first 
national women riders’ title, 
has multiple options at the 
meeting, while Jamie Jukes 
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has several rides, notably 
Kristal Haze in the inter¬ 
mediate. 

Richard Barber’S team has 
been sidelined by waterlogged 
meetings, but the manc-and- 
tail plaiting team will be 
working overtime at his Dor¬ 
set yard this morning before 
embarking for the Devon & 
Somerset Staghonnds fixture. 

Joe Tizzard will have woken 
with a grin, knowing he rides 
promising Charlie Strong and 
Moving Earth for the stable — 
the latter's owner, Roger Pen¬ 
ny, believes the five-year-old is 
a better prospect than his 
other horse. Earth mover. 

John Dufosee, whose 
Stalbridge Bill bled when 
disappointing at Cheltenham 
on Wednesday, could run his 
promising youngster Chasing 
The Bride in the intermediate 
where Cherokee Boy provides 
a difficult opponent, while 
Comedy Gayle, third at 
Ain tree to the impressive Mar¬ 
tha’s Boy, couJd be in action. 

The high-class Lord Harry, 
trained by Sheila Crew, 
should have no problem win¬ 
ning the confined at the 
Albrighton meeting, while 
Stuart Burley’s Educate Me 
can lose his maiden status at 
the Pendle Forest & Craven. 

TODAY'S MEETINGS: Berkeley (aban¬ 
doned): Mbrighton at Weston Park, 4m ME 
ol Stulral (Sst raw 2.D0J: Dbot X 
Somers** SMfl. HctasoJe. 3miW ol 

Maidenhead p 00]. Ge#o»«jpc«lpooed 
Irt* May 30); UanBomjrUtesron. Em W 
ol Bridgend (SOOl Mocaxay^&ri E cI 
PVtwuSVoO): N 

NW Ol Ntaewn-Wito|h J2.00). Pendto 
ForeM Getoun. im S of lown {Z00). 

Gaasraefc 12 001. Radnor 6 w Haretard, 
Cursneh rtB. im Wd Leorrsnaer (3 00) 


RACING NEXT WEEK 


MONDAY; KBmptonPart trrsj race 
:> 10 C41. Doncaster \Z20). 

Newcastle (2-301. Warwfck (2.15). 
Fontwell Part (2 251. 12.30), 

Southwell (200). Towcesler (2-201 

TUESDAY: Chester (C4). Brighton 
(220). Ereier (2.00). 

WEDNESDAY: Chaster (C4. 2 10). 

SS5S8MSKSSSr 

2 . 20 ) 

lord (6.00). Wmcanton (5 45). 

ra « 

{2 00). Worcester (2.i5). 

SUNDAY: Bath (MB. BewHey 
(2 20). Haydoek Park (2.10). 
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Brittain, with Cloud Castle, one of his runners tomorrow, has enjoyed great success with fillies. Photograph: 
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wrong.” Wenda would go up the 
gallops once, sweet as you like. But 
when she was asked to do it again, 
she would kick up a terrible fuss. 

Brittain changed her lad. Not a 
question of the quality of the 
previous lad: some horses and 
people click, and some do not 
Ursula White took her over, and 
there has been no repeat of the 
oncfronly stuff. 

Forum had a bad experience 
when she went to the races for the 


first time. She is a very nervous filly 
who panicked at the stresses of the 
big day. Brittain allowed her to 
recover by sending her back to the 
stud where she was bom. She spent 
some time there grazing with the 
yearling fillies, peaceful, boss 
of her small herd. She came back 
much made up, and significantly 
tougher. 

Cloud Castle has also had special 
treatment "Very light-framed, and 
she doesn’t need a lot of work to get 


fit In fact she’s only done one piece 
of serious work since she last 
raced.” 

But it is the colts that will steal 
most of the headlines over Guineas 
weekend, especially if Xaar, the 
present Horse of the Century, 
hacks up as expected. Inasenseit is 
right this is so. The simple facts oF 
biology are the reason: a stallion 
can cover up to 150 mares in a yean 
a mare can have but a single foal, 
and is likely to have barren years. 


Photograph: Hugh Routledge I 

O) 59 

But ft is a genetic fact that every. _ 
broodmare contributes as much ta>*-i 
every foal as the sire: precisely 50. 

per cent. And raising a filly to- 

greatness is perhaps the most 
ticklish task in racing. Moral: treat, 
a filly like a colt, and you will make 
trouble for yourself. 1 will cease my 
sexist generalisation right there.- 
Only adding dial behind a success- talon 12 
fill filly, or a successful mare, you 
tend to find a person who is better Aa»fc6 
at giving than taking. ' J 
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THUNDERER 

2-20 King Of The Barren. 2L50 Hand Of Straw. 3.25 
Moss Pageant 4.00 Rinus Major. 4.35 By Crikey. 
5.10 Dockmaster. 

Cart Evans: 435 Bafisteros. 


GOING: HEAVY _SIS 

2.20 DENNIS WAGG0TT BUILDERS NOVICES 
HANDICAP CHASE (£3.493:2m 4f 110yd) (14 runners) 

1 6213 aREJUC IB (HF.CS) 5 Bell B-11-IQ-KJotnsai 

T 2110 7HFKEXT WALTZ » |BF.OOS)l Umgo 7-)!,0 _ R&ufe 

3 1322 CALLERNOY 12 (BfSI 0 Um6 8-11-5_J Bartai 

A 0511 UY MAN H DUNDALK 21 (DS) C Eon 9-11-1 _. B Haring 

5 222F FffiN LEADER 12 (B.S) C Gram 8-11-1_RSamBy 

B 3F34 DANBYS GOOSE 12 (VJ3JS) J JeBoscn &-11-1- L Wyw 

7 0F3F KNG0Fn£BURREN75UE SSmdB- 11-0 R Manna (5) 

8 2231 MDLAW 19 (75) IAs M Rwetay 10-104_NSraft 

9 3322 KBBVBAXK 19JHoradJohraaiMW_ASSfflBi 

10 32P4 B0VZ0VTD0WA 7 (Of) w Sure» 6-10-3 If Maloney 

11 FBW 6WEMEYDURHAM) M (61 J Charton 9-10-0-BSuray 

12 4-44 CRDFTDN LAKE 137 IF) J [tan ID- 1(H)-L Cooper (7) 

13 5605 R0BARA 40 (D.F) M Bane a-1(W)-S Taylor (3) 

14 -f?P AR AGHADH ABHALE 7 (B) Ifcs K 7-10-0 . D PHta 
3-1 Ukraor. 6-i Fern learta. 7-1 The tafl Wat Kjng OMhc Bonn 8-1 
Snalc. KUy BanX 10-1 My Uan tti Dundail. Kb8jh. IM oBien 


HEREFORD 

THUNDERER 

2.15 Cordial Knight 2.45 Wade Road. 3.15 
Decoupage. 3.50 Boro HQI. 4.25 Prairie Minstrel. 
5.00 Radio Days. 5^5 Sau-Mynde. 

Carl Evans: 5.00 Late Encounter. 


GOING: GOOD (GOOD TO SOFT IN PLACES) _SIS 

2.15 YORK FABRICATIONS SELLING HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£1,725:2m If) (16 runners) 

I .'45- CLASSIC EXHIBIT 674 IF.G) A Sieeta 9-11-13 . NIMRamson 
: 0140 MASTER'S MADAM 3S (ViljS) J Nevffle 7-10-13 UAHCDOdd 

3 3260 STAPLBTMD LADY 168 (Cfl J S Moore ID-10-11 J&fcwaa (3) 

4 5233 NBHTTWEBfF.GIHHtesB-iD-iO-G Shsim (5| 

5 0016 U1BMULV53(BfJJ£.S)flUndoes8-10-6 .. Tteeontte 

6 2065 BARLEY MEADOW 19 (V) J O'Shea 6-10-6 Mdaei Brumal (3) 

7 1-00 STRKE-AT’OSE IB (FS1 B UweHm fl-10-6 - XAf2jMU(3) 

8 0122 ANNABEL S BABY 24 (BFJT.&S) D Made 9-10-3 W Union 

9 0004 TIMOTHY 6EWWE «2 MGBtellno 4-10-;. .... FKoCy (7) 

10 0003 NEEDWMO NUTKW Bf B Morgan 5-10-1-R Farad 

II 1PP4 LOVRARK 10 IS) R Brelhalm 91IH)-S Conn 

12 600 CORDIAL KMGKT 431 Moriott 5-104)-C Unto 

13 PPP4 MUTAWAU 75 (O.h R Bata B-1M-V Sattoy 

14 00P0 KLCARNE BAY46 (B.G) PBcwenB-IO-O-JCulOy 

15 403' WEEKEND WORKER ZB (BIT Hath 7-10-0 J BaUsUHi (SI 

16 AMP CUIB5 ARE TRUMPS 30 ft B Ltotaflyn 7-104 _ 

Sopite Utehed (3) 

5-1 ihtan LVy. 5-1 AmaMfi Bay. 7-i togn Tme, SGv»nl Laly. B-i Lowtat 
10-1 fcfjnrw ; Madam. Bstoy Meadow. rmwOw George. 12-1 ahn. 


2.50 ROOSTER COMPUTERS MAIDEN HURDLE 

(£2.390:2m 41110yd) (13) 

1 0 GSTEDGLBBri8LUngo5-11-5_RSdfffe 

2 US HAND OF STRAW 10 (V) A Mtilans 6-11-5_ BKaikn 

3 OM J0NMSYS SPRIT IS RCOcttun 6-11-5- LCMMrO) 

4 FW IMG W12 Dlanb 5-11-5 - — -J Butte 

5 WPD LHROYALE KING 21 LLanpo 7-11-5- W DowfcO P) 

6 6234 QUEENS BRIGADE 21 F Hanoi 6-11-5-B Stony 

7 433 REWARD! 14 (B) L Uo0JnM 5-11-5 __KJOlmon 

B 6066 RUBEIAW19 UaKlanb 6-11-5-Hss S Lamb (7) 

9 PPPP UP AND RtfiWG 13P Ita HGrafBB 7-11-5 

Hr H Bradone (5) 

10 MU WESTtimaN50PUW Emmy 6-11-5-RGaitty 

11 00 DAWrrSDHlA58 IAsSSmBh5-11-0— R MKnsm R 

12 BLADE MARGARITA CPBta 5-11-0- D Putter 

13 4 RPPWGTAA 881» Sterey 5-11-0-L VYyer 

7-4 Radiant. 5-2 Hand 01 Shan. 4-1 Oboe Brigade. 10-1 Tppins Taa, 12-1 
bta De Uanrta. 14-1 Gltod Ghbert. 20-1 ddn 


3.25 G1LES&ATE SUBARU AND SSANGYONG 
TANT PIS HANDICAP CHASE 

(£2,779:2m 110yd) (6) 


4.00 NORTHUMBailAIID BOYS CLUBS SELLING 
HANDICAP HURDLE (£1,945:2m) (12) 

1 2435 PARSONS LODGE61 (DJ5) L Lungs 10-11-10 WDntog(7) 

2 4245 DRIBOONNA7mPfeunrt8-11-1-RSapple 

3 am NOUKAR)50JHOMdJohn*5-11-0-AS&nUi 

4 4-55 NORTH nmE 60 flDJFJS) U Bamis 13-10-9— STiyfcrp) 

5 OOW WYDUG0HJJE 19 H Ataant»r 6 - 1 M- B Sterey 

6 08R» UEAD0WBURN7 (R WReed8-10-5—— -Tftecd 

7 -40P RNJSIIAJ0R 7 M Waiter 7-10-4-MMUnxy 

B -TOO REGAL DQIAH 0 Ms L ItodN 7-10-2- KJotann 

9 OPOO NORTHERN RASH 21 (B) J Hawes 4-10-1 —_ BHnfco 

10 04*3 BEACON Ml LADY 29 M B Hfcon 5-10-0 . N Hands @ 

11 IW KAT0WE 19SCtack 7-1M- MtesRCtekR 

12 -RPO CANONBOOTHERHI40 U Ml 7-10-0-DtaOqr 

51 hqagoMie, 5-1 Pajetfs latgi, 6-1 Rku Itatn, Dundonn, 7-1 Mas. 


4.35 


SUBARU HUN1EH CHASE (£2^83:3m If) (14) 


1 2221 BMJ5IB1QS 14P 

2 P4UU B0WWGUWrt2(S)WM Sd* 7-12-0 I*H BRdbins W 

3 PFI2 BY CRKEY 9 B) A WUt 8-124)-UARoteonQ 

4 1112 CADRIiON 14P (BS Us A LhdMHd 5-12-0 Mbs A Data (7) 

5 1222 DM&GBD35P(VJ.G) DaniilFSo*h 7-12-0 . UNFSnfli(7) 
E 3ZP3 KMGS TOKBI TP (OF HMte H2-0 ______ UJWtem 

7 S-1P UADT 000 78P (FAS) R G Mten 0-12-0 Mr R Morgan 0 
0 IM HKDBI MOSS 12 (ILS) 5 Coanl 512-0 _ USCoNKdm 
9 3342 PANTAMPRHX 12 (&S)D Bn 9-12-0— Mbs P Robsoo (5) 
ID BPP6 P0LYNTH MP S) WBran9-12-0-USSten 

11 F1U1 STELLAR FORCE W(E)kta3 H-HMS 7-12-0 - MrKTutyffl 

12 -P03 VULFH DE LAUGERE 12 (B) Mn T Dm 11-12-0 UrLTeny* (7) 

13 U2E3 H0RUCEVA 19 B McMdul 511-9 -- Mr DJmrt (7) 

14 P02S LOUrae 12RNBrata9-11-9-— UPJdnanH 

3-1 BWStao. 7-2 By Otev. 5-1 Cadnttn. 7-1 PMn Pina, 8-1 otter* 


’ (FJO Mrs B Thomson 9-12-0 Mr A Parte {7} 
T2 ® WM Sn* 7-12-0 UH Bradburo (5) 


1 544 UNCLE BERT 10 

2 21F3 DESERT BRAVE 


3 4312 MOSS PAGEANT 18 (DJ 


MbsLRund8-12-0_ Mftekr 

) Mo SSmih 8-11-11 

RVHKaa(5) 
F Wateo 8-11-5-B Storey 


4 04F5 BLAZBK DAWN 7 P.FS J Hubtoudr 11-10-12 — BHaitag 

5 33U4 R£VEDEVALSE50(CD.f-.G5lRJohnson 11-10-6 KJotnson 

B 5-2P SUVOLASHK228SQM 10-1M - UssHC&rk(5) 

8-t Moss Pagaea. 1H Desai Braw. 6-1 Banina 0*®. 7-1 SunUaSm. 8-1 
Ren Da tese, io-i Unde Ben. 


3.50 MCDONALDS HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3,205:3m II 110yd) (14) 

1 R712 DEBT OF HONOR 28 (8.CD.F.G) R Lee 10-11-10 U AFtzgaGkl 

2 3414 THE WHOZH06150 pflK Bate 9-M-iO.. NWUamsoa 

3 1-U2 FARDROSS 14 (G] PCedes 12-11-8-PKde 

4 2F4- THREE SAINTS 448 (S)T Fastoi 9-11-2-CMaode 

5 -R30 URONV45 (FAS) Us 14 Jones 12-11-0-URktett 

B -544 AB80ISHAM 24 If B5)0 Carta 13-11-0 — UrJYnmg (7) 

7 0024 AMBEfl SPARK 37 (S)0 Gadolto9-1H7 -JCUoly 

B 52FP JM VALENOK S3 BE.GS1 P NlctBrd 12-11-0— PPdHtert 

9 33U0 TEXAN BABY 18 (G5) M Tneton-Oawi 9-114) .. J GoHstoto (5) 

10 P323 SPACE CAPPA 8 (S51 Uss V States 10-10-9 Uss V StojtoOBS 

u CPP- BEAUFAN 516 ttfjSb P Bone 11-10-4 —. WManaon 

ir PP5P B0UR8QN COUNTY52 (8) Miss S MM 8104) DJBacM 

13 0632 ALASKAN iOt 10 C/&SI A Stetor 7-10-0-Gay Lynns 

14 5U03 BORO HU 8 (Gj) Uss P HUVe 9-10-0-URWatay(3) 

4-1 Debt 01 Hoon. 5-1 The WMe Itoo. 6-1 TnanBaby. Fternss. 8-1 otters. 


2.45 SUN VALLEY NOVICES CHASE 

(£3,205:2m 30 (8) 

1 1153 WADE ROAD 24 (FS1 Uss HAniQhl MI-12-J CuWy 

2 F12P CLASSY LAD 30 (G) N hwdenm 8-11-6 — MAF&geiaU 

3 -531 SHADRACH38(GlUcHMatter7-11-6-WMerstOfl 

4 FM ALTHREYBLUE 1269PeacockM1-0-XAtpump) 

5 423U PAfQERAN 39 H HayiES 6-114)-NWBanKSS 

6 P0R3 PERFKLARK38HttanemwW1-0.. Sftwao 

7 5103 SILVER STANDARD 10 (OJAS) T Foisar 8-11-0 _ C Mite 

8 PO GODENULLEMM5BRLee6-10-9 - PHofcyp) 

4-5 Ctesy lad 6-> Wade tart. 10-1 S&aoadi. 25-1 Paxran. 33-1 Pert* LA 
Sdm S&dartL 50-1 Atefly Okie. Gttden MOknom 


3.15 ARMY BBlEVOLBfT FUND NOVICES 

HURDLE (£2,415:2m 3f 110yd) (16) 

1 -121 DECaiPASE 19 (DJLS) C Fpenm 6-11-12 N WMamspn 

2 -541 mEEUHE FONTaSe 145 N Hsndera>i 6-11-6 MARBQa.M 

3 1022 LITTLE SERENA 19 (CO.G) J Ltonmsi 8-1M — D J flllChBI 

4 3BP BLAZE OF SONS irfDWnde 6-11-0 —^XAotuK 

5 000 MASTER L0RH4 28 TG»Tie 5-11-0 .. MrKfl ORyan (7) 

6 SPARTAN HEARTBEAT 14F J O’Shea 5-11-0 _ .„ 

Hid Ida oHW PJ 

7 1-12 STORMHLL STAG 308 (BF/J) P Btreen 6-11-0 .WWng 

B 4-Ffi TAHES FAREWELL 7 Uss E England 8-10-9 ... P Pa ng (71 
9 0 GIVE IS SPACE 78 Tfimw 5-10-9---fl™™ 

10 BIOUP LEADER A Cffldl 7-10-9 -A Schotts (7} 

11 W1P PflOTS coma 19 R Hate! 7-10-9-- G Ugo 

12 04 RSCYROSE 127OaBWltteWM-OJMttBI 

13 PP TRACEEEMaiT47 JDeGd® MO-9 - ""“Wj 

14 4233 GHATET14ES 9(B) JSpcjnnflWM -; “_ M ™ > 

15 P430 KHAYAL18 P Uurpny MW - - n .g{ 

IE P LAUREL SEBER 10» P HnhlB 4-lW — Mr R WW (7) 

U Deawpaoe. 4-1 fraJre fertans M Wim*. 8-i Bse Times. ID-1 A 

Serna Spatan Heantea 14-1 odm 


4.25 NDSONSIMPEY NOVICES HANDICAP 
HURDLE (E2.565: 2m If) (16) 

1 2032 BEETY NOVA 28 N Tiristan-Oanes 6-11-11-CMaode 

2 3512 WAH-SVASE8®KBaHey5-11-5-URWttte® 

3 FIFO WYNYARD LADY 35 (D^£S) Mrsll RMfey 7-11-2 - G Lea 

4 3533 QUABMAT*:58 KBaioo 5-11-2-RGrem 

5 3211 GRATE BRUSH 10 pa J Allen 6-10-13-Gay Lyons 

6 PI 52 PRAIRIE MNS1REL TO fiFfSl H Dlcton 4-10-13 XAbjMU PI 

7 1200 DIAMOND HALL 123 (F) K Bob 6-10-11 — MARzgruaid 

8 5633 CWNAU0H CUB IB (B) N Gasdee 5-10-6-WMarsna 

9 OH AT LJGBnY 61 J Tuck 5-10-7-R Betany 

10 P0R5 TANGO'S DELIGHT 42 (G) R Bate 10-10-3-VSfalten 

11 63PS DOMT TELL TOM 127 H Itoyne 8-10-3 - C Vfefib PI 

12 5015 S1LVESTH114(081 Uss A Boyd 8-iW . Udoef ten (3J 

13 3042 OAKMONI38MStoppd5-104)---LAspeip) 

14 4-OF SHRIMG091Rtan5-180-- 5W0 

15 6002 CHARLECHANG 5FBLlewltyn5-W-O-SophtoMkhrip) 

10 3206 RAHVreFUST47RJPita4-1M-NIHtaKon 

Vcm'z tea, 6-1 Baety tea. Gate BrtBi, 7-1 Pty< Unstel, 8-1 altes. 

5.00 G0TT HUNTERS CHASE (£1,830:2m 30 (14) 

1 -4B4 BQMNGMATCH77P(FAS)RHWD5li-12-7 IBEsVRobtefem 

2 -PPO FAMJAR FHBD IB dSXS) S Gteoe 12-12-7 UP Scott (7) 

3 -13U FARBRECTOR29(FAS)CBreaks9-12-7 UBKenfeteTT) 

4 2601 GOOD FOR A UUJGH10 (FiLS) J Yang 14-12-7 UJVtagm 

5 PP45 KMG OF SHADOWS 10 IS) Uta C Cartel il-US-7 1* S Prior W 

6 P622 ffiVADA GOLD S* FAS) M Jadsm I2-I2-7 U M JacboB (7) 

7 450. AUVtlAft528(V/aS1 J PaflU 10-12-4 _ MrJLUesEfip.01 

8 131F 1ATEENC0UNTB4 II p^)R8nnw7-124, UAWadem 

9 m? BALLACASCADE13PMbsCCadee6-124 — UNGUb0 

10 2*5 UR BEAN 31 (BJ)PUaaa» 8-12-0-Ur A Swarm (5) 

11 1F13 WOO !MYS13P(F£AH Laris 7-1M — . URWteeyPi 
1? 1PF3 STICKWmmeWffligPUrsStatottm7-12-0 UKORyuiP) 

13 15P4 YUM HABIB 13P(S)JJHBlI-l2-0 — MrD Ural (7) 

14 P-PP GRffiffEJ) MAO)49P lireN S&atpe9-11-9 — MrE Byrne (7) 
3-1 Fatta fleoor. 7 2 Good For A Lamh. K laa Emauflor. 6-1 ottn 


THUNDERER 

1.45 Ricardo. 2.15 MaHhabad. 2^0 Hemes Harvest 
3^0 Royal Piper. 3.55 Scobie Girt. 4.30 Win The 
Toss. 5.05 Hurricane Lamp. 5.35 Regal Chance. 

GOING: GOOD TO SOFT (SOFT PATCHES) _SIS 

1.45 STREBEL BOILERS ft RADIATORS JUVENILE 
NOVICES HURDLE (4-Y-O: £2,264:2m) (11 runners) 

MrSDusck (3) 
— GTonoey 
J-7 TSkMsl(7) 

- G Hogan 

-DLedxy 


5.1 0 FHJBRAllON BREWERY CONDITIONAL 
JOCKEYS HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.237:3m) (7) 

1 d1513 PALACE OF GOLD 12 (BFXJ3JF-6J5) L Lmfla 8-11-10 

WDawtog (6) 

2 ZP32 MUST RYBI7 (BF/AS) F Uetogh 6-11-5 

BHantig 

3 535 D0CXMASTBI21 (D&5) Mbs K Ulgan 7-10-11 

HttaOtyP) 

4 2002 EnDYRYUBUO (DAS) MB SSteh 8-10-10 

RWWnsonP). 

5 P2S1 RUBBI8 (D.65) R Ihnmsn 11-10-4_IJatfne 13) 

5 63P6 MARCHWDOO 7 (D.G.S) N Chanberldn 11-10-2 STayta- 
7 0PU4 THRHLffiY SKTOiA 12 P Beaumu 7-10-0_UNMUn(3); 

5-2 Patee01 Gttd. 3-1 ttedFtyei. 7-2 Ruder. &-1 Dortmaaer. 51 Dtddyfiyffet.' 
10-1 MadanoL 33-1 TtaUcdy Steana. 

I COURSE SPECIALISTS 

79 moms. 25J3* MW., 
om 35.20.0%, A WIN tore. 4 
L 185%;SBdL 3Han 16, 

L3%;UsMltewtoy.fiIran >, 
IAk L Itesrl. 4 fcmn 34. ' , 

JOCKEYS: N Hanefiy, 3 tams Iran 9 ndes. 33 3%. L Wwr, 7 ten 
39.17.9%. F Iteqr. 5 ten 34.14.7%: T Reed. 12 ten 04.143%. R 
Eantey. 11 ten Bl. 13^t S Swtas. 3 hare 23.130%: K JttiEoa. 

11 tan 91.1Z1* R Sewte. B tan 72.11.1*: J Bate, 5 Iran 47. 
10A; AS SB*. 4 here 39.183%. 





5.35 


JAIL BREAK NH RAT (£1,380:2m II) (17) 


1 1 CATHEDRAL BELLE 67 (F) Ure M taefcy 4-11-2 — S Ltf 

2 2 ALTA 38 N Ttattn-Dans 511-0-LSntturnP) 

3 AIMS9RLJFor5-11-0_ FKtoftym 

4 CARtetflAfw 511-0-NWtetttXipj 

5 CLASSIC FABLE JH HXflS 6-11-0-ItoPtete 

6 GOUfftETPB Wetter 6-11-0- PHartByffl 

7 MPeKYDWWa 5-11-0-MWateyp} 

6 004 PURPLE LACE 65 H HOW 6-11-Q_ 6SM*i§ 

9 RSmSTAUSKBiTFoiW 5-11-0-- JUo^ohI W 

10 3 SUPBiLEABUESAINIS 35 JRaaree 5-11-0 _ tt Mooney (7) 

11 SWEET SYMPHONY R HodflOS 5-11-0-TtescmW 

12 WOQDHOUSE BAY C MOrtOCk 5-11-0-THMnr0 

13 1MAAWG10N ROVERS J Juntas 4-10-9 _ DYUMeda^ 

14 FCAVSLYGUW j Staton 4-10-9--LAdpcO Q) 

16 02 PIP'S PET 37 JIUte 4-109.— Ifcittel Brenm til 

16 SALHIYIDE H Twta-0«nB 4-109-JGottSto© 

17 TWCKYIfflmjWJTutl 4-109--HrKROHyuJ?) 

W no. M CatteM Bole. 7-1 H^eg Tatea. Superteague Sate. H ottn. 


. WWbnhtattoa 

-TZB 

-TEtoy 

_RTbordm 

5-2 Nagdon Erepern. 9-2 Udarv Seafy. 51 Heart). 6tan tea. 7-1 otters 

2.15 PETER J DOUGLAS ENGINEERING SELLING 
HANDICAP HURDLE (£1,816:2m 41110yd) (16) 

Ramey 011-12 — PMven 

-4-LCnmrnte (5) 

men 6 - 1 1-3-TJUater 

Pipe 9-11-2- GSropte® 

C Dyson 12-11-i Uss C Dyson 

-U6r*te(7) 

ridga 12-106-RThoran 

103 - S McNeil 

CJsy 10100-GTnraw 

5- 10-0_E ttestend 

*5100_ USOuraetp) 

ad 9-10-0-PCtotoiy 

hlOO-M Dune (5) 

6- 1M-TSstUP) 

OO-U Bleary 

■IM-R Massey (3) 

3-1 Otoi»» BBm. 7-2 Gar ftttn. 4-f SaMett 6-1 ftedno Kte. Ol otas. 

2.50 WAT^AID HANDICAP CHASE 

(£7,191:3m) (11) ^ 

1 2301 STRATH ROYAL 19 0 & 0 BW 12-120 Utttnan 

2 3-PO G9CRALCCMMHD21 flLGrS) M Tudhudn 10110 PCsteny 

3 3P-P WPBflAL VINTAGE SB (CA6) MffiOJ 01013 AP McCoy 

4 /T2- RJU. OF RRE 420 BV&KBaOte 11-10-12-SMcNeB 

5 5300 HSUS HARVEST IB (VflD»86*BS 1OHM0 USOiiacJtffl 

6 0fflP DANGffi BABY 53JB.OD,FAS) P Bw 0-108 _ TJUsphy 

7 212- CLASS OF WETYIWO 518 D^S] T fm 9-107 ATtenm 
6 2515 LORDOFTHEWEST14(DUJJOTfcfl9-106 RUc&Ui(3) 

9 PCU SON OF BUS 21 (D/ASIMbU ftata? 1HM-P»» 

10 44PU DOTS LADY 14 (CALLS) Mo J PMn 0106. OLatty 

11 4131 HOOOWBXER19 (CD&SJWJGfllS MOO-RThonteon 

7-4 Son 01 Iw, 02 Shaft Royal. 7-1 uors lady. 8-1 Heims Harvest im Had 
01 The Wet 14-1 knpeftyl VHap. Frt 01 Fire. 16-1 ntas 

3.20 SEDGWICK CORPORATE RISK SOLUTIONS 
HANDICAP HURDLE (£2,970:3m) (12) 

1 1121 WH( AUBE IB (&SJ A Hcftos 8-11-10-TJMdfphy 

2 3052 SMITH TKI39 (CD/£) Mrs J Pdmai lOl1-9-D Leahy 

3 1021 EANPATl 17 (DjS)NT«sr»De*iK 7-11-3-CLtewdyn 

4 1300 GR^CRUSADaai (GLS)MnVHted7-11-fl .. PCartaiy 

5 2102 CHERRY OH 21 (US) P Beautel 7-11-0-GEbaky 


6 SOUP LOUGH FULLY 16 fta f Junta 01011_RJotean 

7 EPii jbws pnosrect«!ff^5jjjoifca moid rmc&*(3} 

8 1415 MOMJGOTW138 (6) J strata 7-1010_A P McCoy 

9 5454 R0VXL PttH119 flOtSI A J wSan 11-10-8-G Hogan 

10 2140 1WOUBWTOBADHG 44 (D.G£) P Bettmofl 8-185 ADobttn 

11 5451 RETTAUGH 38JVAF.65) G HgUte) 10102_R Thorite 

12 1005 MR CH0STE S (CD^S) Us L Stttofl 8-100 — A Thorite 
7-2 Gated. 9-2 Moi Arete. 5-1 Snritt loo. 7-1 Otony Dee. 8-1 Jereue'i Praspcd^ 
lOl Green Cnsidei. MoortSjX* At. 12-1 dhere 

3.55 EDMUND NUnALi HARES ONLY NOVICES 

HANDICAP CHASE (£3,489:2m 41) (8) 

1 -6U2 SPRtoGHae37 PiBBydl8-12-0-TJUiphy 

2 2502 AEttBIA 56 0)/.G) G Hdftetf 8-11-7_C Honor P) 

3 VII SCOBE SUB. 3CS) J Moans 8-1012 (6e*)_ A Bates p) 

4 0042 OttR» BOaf10(6} T Fouler 7-ID-l)_ATtenter 

5 -2S3 GO MARY 17 (&St Mbs CPhUps 12-105 — RJotnson 
5 424F CHURCHIDWN CHANCE 42 GL5) C Pqriani 810-5 B Pored 

7 0360 SOUSSE60TGI UsMfteidey5-10-3. .. MHNanaMn(5) 

8 P25P PEARL'S CHOKE 37 J McCttttOCtite 10103 —.7s UcifcN- 
3-1 Go Mary. 7-2 Seobto Qri. 4-1 Iteg Fa Ro». 6-1 Pears Choice. 7-1 often. 

4.30 DERBY EVBUNG TREGRAPH HAIDBJ 
NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE (Dhr I: (£1,826:2m) (16) . 

1 0 AHTAD0M LAD 63 Mb JPttian 5-11-5_D Leahy 

2 66 CALLFOUtSEASOWS 183 Us A StaSte 6-11-5 . - JSimAp 

3 8 CARWSU 35 J Mattie 5-11-5_E HuEOand (31 

4 00 CRACKSMAN 100 F Jndan 5-11-5_ J R Kartnagh 

5 00 DANNYDOUTTlf 38PJahnson5-11-5.—.MShandl 

6 D 0SB1AL CLAREMONT 35 D Mchoboo 5-11-5 — RJohnsoa 

7 6HG8tURAL WCbf&-11-5 - JHrflltey 

8 6 GOLDSCICUE50GHuttenl5-11-5_RThrate 

9 UAMEKEN P6 K Bader 5-11-5_-_AltDretnn 

10 5 SAOfT JOE 92 (BF)0 9»mod 5-11-5-J A McCarthy 

11 0 aiARFCARDIBPRIItabef5-11-5_ Clieatayn 

12 on- WM TIE TOSS 384 (BF) C Egnton (Hi -5-A P McCoy 

13 0 HUNTLEY LANE 52 PBeon 5-11-0_WVtattdOWi 

14 MNSIBI YORK J Timer 4-11-0-A Dobttn 

15 Hi MARY FAfWaL 12 jRzfiecaU4-10-9-. PCihuiy 

16 00 THE9G R0CKETTE 38 M Meatfe 5-11-4 .. 6 Bradey 

7-2 5aw Joe. 5-1 Gened Ctsnnuri, 6-1 Uaraete Pis. May Farce. 8-1 often 


5.05 

1 FUSfi 

2 52P1 

3 1230 

4 5341 

5 P054 
G 5F30 

7 41-5 

8 ROW 
4-5 Humane 


BJFFA NOVICES CHASE (£3,534:2m) (8) 

ASTRALWASCN19(EkDJF.G)TWfaM7-11-12 WWMdngte 

GPSYGEOF 32 B.OSJ G rtttanf 7-11-6-PCanwry 

HURHCAMELAW44(DAS)DMdtoisen7-11-6 RTtoren 


GPSYGEOF 32 BXl3GHuttanI 7-11-6-P Cenaeny 

HWBCANELAMP44(DAS)0Ptdtokai7-11-6 RTtetam 

SMOLENSK 42 J) fl J Btny 011-6_BDmemdy 

ANDTHB1MMDY19(B)RL»0-11-0... DOTOstJ* (7) 

HYA 30 DMcCam 6-11-0_S Wynne 

FOURTH IN 16S (D.GJ) M WUCttl 10-11-0 ATtemm 
SCUM YORK 779 (D.F.&) J Norte B-ll-0 — TJttaphy 
lato- 7-2 Gipsy Ged. 5-1 SmtesA, 12-1 Bnra. 15-1 often. 
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5.35 DERBY EVENING TELEGRAPH MAIDEN ^ 

NATIONAL HUNT RAT RACE (Drv U: (£1^26:2m) (16) am — 

1 0 ANOTWR HORSE MIMUesgta5-11-5-RThrt» ^ jE" 

2 0 BALUNA BOY B4JRBGata 5-11-6-F Leahy (3) Wi 

3 D BLACK BULLET31A SWtar5-11-5-— TBey |«J 

4 20 OWVffittWtSWJ*teMB5-T1-5-ECU^Bi 

5 HONOUR flraSiT UTodhtter 5-11-5_PCartwry *■ 3T 

6 D HDULK35MoJfthnan5-11-5-OLohy Bl ' ^ 

7 0 PMAN LEADS! ISP Oden5-11-5-A P McCoy |L 

0 REGAL CHANCE DNkbfeon 5-11-5-RMasswffl gh. & 1 

9 UR-0 SEE MORE ACTION 12MMdreaBS-11-5_ Stains 3. ^ 

ID (B SLXlTffiNXMMIDSBndtttor5-11-5UrSOmkO) W) SS. 


.0 AH GUNNER 16 J ffSta 4-11-0_A Dobbin 

4 BARKJN6ATTIBA00K 74 JMadde 4-11-0_E HLEfasal (3) is - 

COWIANCHETRHJ JfflfcH 5-11-0_RMcGnih(3) x 

42 CWIABS7TE&wn$-11-0_L Contonks (S} 40 *^' 

K.YITC LADY T VUJ 4-1M____ WWotangtai oS an, 

0 BOWLASON 16RBuMo4-19-9_-BPwrt ^ ^ 

3-1 Wnyamaa 4-1 Darats. 3-2 Regal time, 7-1 Huxu Bright. 8-1 atei Q. 

f n 


3 . 
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RACING: DETERIORATION IN CONDITIONS LOOKS POSSIBLE THREAT TO TALENTED FRENCH CONTENDER 

Xaar can storm to classic triumph 


M inn wn m FnGE 


- By Richard Evans 

RACING CORRESPONDENT 

THE anonymous gentleman 
who possesses an ante-post 
slip at odds of 150-1 on Xaar 
winning the Sagitta 2.000 
Guineas at Newmarket will 
cast an anxious glance at the 
) Suffolk sky this morning. 

After months spent dream¬ 
ing about the bet of a lifetime, 
.everything seemed set fair 
•earlier this week when the 
weathermen promised a week¬ 
-end of dear skies, drying 
winds and even a hint of 
warmth — which would have 
.produced the good to fast 
'ground required by the Andr6 
Fahre-trained favourite. 

1 Unfortunately, nature has a 
knack of cocking a snook at 
‘the most refined forecasting 
and, sure enough, by last 
night the ground on the Row- 
ley Mile had a muddy look 
after 24 hours of drizzle. 

The times recorded during 
yesterday’s card confirmed the 
decision before raring to 
change the going to good to 


soft — and it would not take 
much more of the wet stuff to 
remove good from the official 
description. In fairness, the 
going is unlikely to be as 
testing as 16 days ago when 
Xaar prevailed by a cosy neck 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: CAPTAIN SCOTT 
(335 Thirsk) 

Next best: Jorrocks 
(2.10 Hay dock Park) 

ft mas naps up lor The Times lacing 
team at Newmarket yesterday. Time¬ 
keeper (James Wttoughbyl top-fated 
Romanov (5-1), Thunderer napped 
Yabint S Sultan (9-2), Our Newmarket 
Correspondent starred Jinstyah (7-4) 
and Richard Evans made Jfo |1l-8) Ns 
best bet. 


from Gulland in the Craven 
Stakes. 

However, that winning per¬ 
formance was at least a stone 
inferior — in time and form — 
to his sdntilating victory on 
taster going in the Dewhurst 
Stakes last autumn, when his 
powers of acceleration saw 


BIG-RACE LINE UP 


3.40 SA6TTTA 2,000 GUINEAS STAKES 

(Group 13-Y-Q: £171,800:1m) (18 runners) 

401 (id) UZ5- WJWTAWAfta316(OS)(lijdanjtna)Sbu>S wot 98..jCamilla 

(b c Mjcrwveftai - Euastah) (Fbyal &ue. m rite cap) 

.402 (3) 51114-4 ARXADlAlt KBS) 17 (F£) (M Tata & Mrs J Mapte) L Cusan 9-0 ... JVftanrlOT 

left c Tremp ji no - Carefass KlKnj (Bfaa orange disc, aange ant blue Striped dames and cap) 
m (5} 1-1 B0R0EHARROW 16(COS)fflMcftaSton& WSaid]IBaUng98 . RCodraneUM 

i ich c SefcrA - NHk Polm) (Ughr blue, emarM yeen star, smeraw green cop, tight blue sur) 

" 4M (4] 41110- OfTHAL PARK IBB (F.&l <GoU|Hn) S Un Saw* 9-0 .— L Detail 116 

jdi c to The wfirvjs - Part Speoal) (Royal t*»] 

40$ (3) 1116-5 OKSStS nANN 16 F.G) {Cheden 5kif) H Cedi 9-0..K FAn 174 

tchcDtts ■ Sun And Shade) (YeBow. black spelt, jenowstoeves and cap) 

406 (IB) IB- DUCXROW 190(BFDS) [Me<4 DawtM) J Tola 9-0 .- S Salto 103 

tch c Diesis - Sumy Moment) (Straw) 

407 (15) EVBWG CHOBUS (MbJ Hwlonl) fl Sta^sm 98 _.. MGA0w - 

(b c Sixleed - Evening M (Rad, white seams. demands an denes, black cap. white star) 

406 (16) 114-3 GnBWJWDER )7 (BF.S) (&WUaHJatonni) CBmwM.MEtoy 98 

, (p cGraen Desert-Piped (Whoa. dghibUBClmmnSghi blue and wtMBOnpea cap) 

409 (9) 1131- HMM311 (C/.G)(Hsf-Matoun)iDffiop9-0...RWslOB 

(ft c Nssftwan - CWiafdaoyaj (Royal Mm apautets. strped cap) 

410 (1) 31312- JM4YIDO 224 (5) (J Miami B McUim94).. .. JFatnwIM 

(be Namnaoan • Cutlass Pmcms) (Hart royal blue seams an sleeves) 

411 (IT) <1211- faNQOFKINES223(D,6S}(URJMaomA4tatiai)4POSr1ai(ln)!H) MJKkBK 119 

(b c Sadler's mtefc - Zlxrxnaudd) fCkto, Me! 

412 (II) 21l1l^'lfi1O«KM0fll5p/.6S)Ma4fettD^I0MJM13gag^. DHokadllO 

(be dad Commotion ■ JjnaafJ (Royal blue, write cfwvron. iyrif btua cap. write star) 

413 (14) 3131M LITTLE WUN 16 (6S) (6 YMghQ 5 Wonts 9-0..NDsyllO 

(eft cUWflMissrtJO-flotfi Sites Now) (Green. fttact slope, stnped sleeves, green cap. black start 

414 (B) 35-4 PEGMTZ16(6Voak)CBnbn9-0__IIRobots 102 

(ft c Le& Fan ■ LMy Spat) (Sage and %^if Me stripes, ftfac* siewes and capl 

415 (12) 1-4 S0«TBUREAU 14(F)tAGrtfti) Un0 Mfmr98.YYRSmWun 102 

(eft c Sonet Lad - Redwood Hut) (Red. bhjg Inpfs dtamond. rad cap. Uue dtanond) 

4T6 (7) 61213-5 SPffiWT TOO 17 (F ,G) U Gwa) C Mopran M .. G Carta 99 

fly c Scent; - Salka) (Whtla. royal blue hoop, tfiaftota on sleeves, royal btua cap) 

417 (G) 1112- TM4W5SX 196 (Hgbcfat Hioa»tf<re1 f&ang UJ) R Qatar 9-0 _ J HeW 110 

(b c Ow Oosen - Sins Labs) (Ugfit Mas. dark blue armisis, dart Mas cap) 

418 (13) 11211-1 XMR16 (C0.G£) (* Afldufe) A Patre (Ft) M _ OPeskrlZT 

(bcZWbnlr - MorvosJ (Green, pnk sash and cap. wMestoeves) 

BETTlia- 44 Xaar. 7-2 Niv 01 Unas. 8-1 Land A Hand. 12-1 Botfai Arm. 14 -1 CadM Park. 16-1 Daggers 
Dram. Ham. 20-1 Tman* 25-1 Gnodanda. 33-1 AkrwlwfaJ. DurtRu*. 50-1 otrets 
1997: ENTREPRBE1JR 9D M J Hnaiid (11-2) M Stoat 16 tan 


Like to OWN a 

RACE HORSE! 


Then send now far *TPS TO BUILD A DREAM 
ON'- the Bridsh HonefBdng Board's own 
official video guide to buying your very First 
raoehorse. IT you're serious about becoming 
an owner. It could be the best investment 
you'll ever make. 


ORC£R NOW ON 

01753 89721 1 




All over 
Xaar 

the shouting? 

Aidan O’Brien 
thinks not. 

(King of Kings’ Classic: 7/2.) 



SAGfTTA 2,000 GUINEAS 


1m. Newmarket 3.40pm. Ltva on Ch 4. 



4/S Xaar 

33/1 

Greenlander 

7/2 King Of Kings 

son 

Duck Row 

KYI Lend A Hand 

68/1 

Arkadian Hero 

12/1 Central Park 

100/1 

Jimmy Too 

14/1 Border Arrow 

100/1 

Utile Indian 

14/1 Haami 

100/1 

Soviet Bureau 

28/1 Tamarisk 

15W 

Pegnitz 

33/1 Almutawakel 

15Q/1 

Speedfit Too 

33/1 Daggers Drawn 

100Q/I 

Evening Chorus 


EW one-qnaiter Um odds a place 1(2,3. 

In Oia gwm ol uoarmam Sf ptace ems M Tffienab rale die) nuv inMr. 

n may taw dangtd dnea ttds nnrapaper m Brtntad. 
Tv Ike iraiT lel«d pricet. p»m Ladfcrolfi TatetH BOM |Cb4). 

IM t win Il i a.»■—. Mi a. m mw tarw v u ncr, lunMta 


/ Ladbrokes / 



him pull seven lengths dear of 
his nearest rival. Tamarisk. 
Although Xaar acts on softer 
ground, the- superiority he 
enjoys against contemporaries 
on better going is narrowed — 
and there is a danger it could 
be eliminated. 

Few this side of the Irish Sea 
would deny that Xaar is fax 
and away the best horse in 
today’s field but the condi¬ 
tions are against him produc¬ 
ing his best form. I believe 
Xaar wfll win the season's 
opening classic, but would not 
dream of backing him at his 
present odds. 

If weight of money is an 
accurate guide. King Of Kings 
is the main danger to the 
favourite. Trained by Aidan 
O’Brien, his homework on the 
Baliydoyle gallops has to be 
seen to be believed but. as yet, 
racegoers have witnessed only 
glimpses of that brilliance. 

The Sadler’s Wells colt was 
found fo be sick after his only 
defeat in five starts last term 
and underwent surgery for a 
bone chip in a knee after his 
final start He has raced only 
at the Curragh so it remains to 
be seen how he copes with the 
travelling, especially as his 
temperament before and dur¬ 
ing races last year looked 
suspect at times. However. 
King Of Kings is in the hands 
of a training genius and may 
well be best first time out 

Mister Baileys landed this 
classic in 1994 for Mark 
Johnston without the benefit 
of a previous outing that 
season so the Middleham 
trainer will know what is 
required from Lend A Hand. 

If the ground had been good 
or better, Haami would have 
definitely offered each-way ap¬ 
peal, but he floundered on his 
only start in the mud last year. 
Instead, the value could lie 
with Border Arrow, who is 
unbeaten in two races, both on 
today’s course. Despite show¬ 
ing little at home, he won a 
good backend maiden in a fast 
time before reappearing in the 
FeiJden Stakes, where he 
showed much improved form 
to beat the well-regarded 
Alboostan. 

Although tiie step bade in 
trip is not ideal, the likely 
strong pace should bring the 
stamina of the Selkirk colt into 
play and, if the elements turn 
this race into a slog, the horse 
carrying the colours of the 
race sponsor could pose the 
biggest threat to Xaar. 



Xaar, nearside, keeps Gulland at bay in the Craven Stakes at Newmarket 


COMPREHENSIVE FORM GUIDE 


Almutawakel 

Sept 28:1341 5th of 8 to Teapot Row In 
group U siakas al Ascot (1m. good to 
firm); previously 112nd of S M Afioaslan 
In Goodwood rated stakes (im, good). 

Arkadian Hero 

Apifl 15:5)41 4th d 9 la Desert Prince in 
handicap a! Newmarket (71, soft) with 
Spoodflt Too (4b wonts off) 5%l 5th; 
pieviousl/ 2\ 14Bi Of a to Hay! in group I 
states at Newmarket (61. good); pre¬ 
viously beat Jimmy Too (same terms) 
neck In 7-runner group U states at 
NewOury (61 Byd, good to frm). 

Border Arrow 

Apif 16: beat Alboostan neck m Brunner 
rated states at Newmarket (Im 11, soft) 
with Pegntz (same terms) 4HI 4th; 
previously beat Afbarahln 3 in 22-runner 
maiden states at Newnsrieet (Im. good 
tosoft). 

Central Park 

October 18:301 last of 7 to Xaar (same 
terms) in group I states at Newmarket 
(71. good); prevnusiy beat Dacksider 3 
n 6*unnar grop ill states at Goodwood 
(71. good to firm) with UtUe Indian (3b 
worse off) 4*13rd; previously boat Cape 
Verdi Iftl h 12-runner Isted states at 
Ascot (71, good). 

Daggers Drawn 

April 16: 8141 5th of 6 to Xaar (same 
terms) In group III states at Newmarket 
(Im, soft) with Little Indian (3b worse 
oft) 121 last; previously 211 6th of 7 to 
Xaar (same terms) in grotp I states at 
Nswmartaa (71. good) with Central Park 
(same terms) 30 last. 


Duck Row 


Od 24:7*16th of 8 to La-Faah b group 
III states at Newbury (71 64yd. good): 
previously beat Ouiet Assurance l <61 m 
5-runner states atAJewbuy dm soft). 


Greenlander 

Apr 15: 5Wi 3rd of 9 to Desert Prince In 
handicap a Newmarket (7t. soft) with 
Arkadian Haro (5b belter oft) 5KI 4th 
and SpeedfitToo [lb batter off) 5W 5th; 
previously 9 tel 4th of 8 to Xaar (same 
terms) in group I states at Longchamp 
(7f.good) 

Haami 

Oct 3: bead B*nang 1 tel m B-nmner listed 
states at Newmarket (7f, good to Am), 
previously 2tel 3rd of 5 10 UtUe Indian 
(same terms) in group ID elates at 
Sandown (7116yd, good to soft). 


Jimmy Too 


Sept 20: neck 2nd of 7 lo Arkadian Hero 
(same terms) in group ll states at 
Newbury [6t tad, good to firm), pre¬ 
viously beat Surveyor -Ml m 6-runner 
stakes at Chaster (6118yd. soft) 

King Of Kings 

Sept 21: beat Celtic CavaSer in 9- 
mmer group I states at Curragh (Im. 
good to soft); previously beat Sharp Play 
nil in 5-runnar fisted stakes at Curragh 
(7T, good to soft): previously short head 
2nd of 5 to Lady Alexander m group III 
states at Curragh (6163yd, good). 

Lend A Hand 

Oct IS: beat Mowbray 7tet In 10-runner 
group I stakes at Sari Siro (Im. good); 
previously beat Rabah Itel in 21-runner 
handicap at Doncaster ( 1 m, good to 
Arm). 

Little Indian 

Apr 16: 12UB9t of 6 to Xaar (31b better 
off) in grub (1 stakes at Newmarket (Im, 
sott); previously 13 7th of 8 to Saratoga 
Springs In group I states at Doncaster 
11m, good); preinousty beat Tracking tel 
m 5-runnar group HI states at Sandown 
(7116yd, good to soft) with Haami (same 
terms) 2JS 3(0. 


Pegnitz 


Apr 1& 4ijl 4th of 6 lo Border Arrow 
(same terms) in listed stakes at New¬ 
market (Im If. soft): previously 13 5th of 
7 10 Xaar (same terms] m group I states 
at Newmarket (71. good) with Daggers 
Drawn (same terms) 2U 6th and Centre) 
Park (same terms) 301 test, previously 2 
2nd of 7 to Mudsar in stakes at Ascot (71. 
good lo Dim). 

Soviet Bureau 


Apr 18: 5tel 4th of 6 to Victory Note m 
group III states el Newbury (7f. heavy); 
previously beat Dark Moondancer 1 uj m 
13-runner novice slates at Salisbury (fit 
212 yd, good loflrm). 

Speedfit Too 

Apr 15: 5kl 5th of 8 to Desert Prince n 
handicap at Newmarket (71, soft); pre¬ 
viously 813rd of 8 to Xaar (same toms) In 
group / states at Longchamp (7f. good) 
with Greenlander (same lermsi 9 tel 4th. 

Tamarisk 

Oct 1B: 712nd at 7 to Xaar (same lerma) 
In group I stakes al Newmarket (71. good) 
wtm Pegnitz (same terms) 1215th. Dag¬ 
gers Drawn (same terms) 211 6th and 
Central Park (same terms) 30i last; 
previously beat Sapphire Ring 3tet in 13- 
runner stakes at Newmarket (7f. good). 

Xaar 

Apr 16: beat GuBand neck in 6-runner 
group III 3fcfces at Newmarket (im. soil) 
with Daggers Drawn [same terms) 87«t 
5lh and LttHe Indian (3b worse off) 121 
lash previously beat Tamarisk (same 
terms} 71 in 7-runner group I stakes at 
Newmarket (7f, good] with Pegnitz 
(same terms) 13 5th. baggers Drawn 
(same terms) 211 6th and Central Park 
(same terms) 301 last; previously beat 
Charge D’AKaires 3 in 8-ruiner group I 
stakes at Longchamp (71, good) with 
Speedfit Too (same terms) 3 3rd and 
Greenlander (same terms) 9tel 4th 



ZOO Capri 
Z30 Sheer VRdng 
3.00 GANGA (nap) 


THUNDERER 

3.40 Lend A Hand 
4.50 Bolshoi 
4.50 Passion For Ufe 
5.20 Harry Wotton 


Timekeeper's top rating; 520 PRESENT ARMS. 

Our Newmarket Correspondent: ZOO Capri. Z3G Hoh Steamer. 
520 SANT1LLANA (nap). 


103 (ID 0-0432 GOOD DIES 74 (GD.BF.F.B.S) (Mrs P Rabmsan) B Hal 9-10-0 _ B WteSl (4) 96 


Fbcaart nuntw Dta a tradek Sh-fiovE 
term fF—teU. P—putted qi. II— treated 
itter 8 — braaflt dnm. S — sfinwfup. R— 
refused. D — raquaUted) Horasraro. (toys 
since bs 00009 : J d /wnju. Few (B — 
bWara. V — wot H — hood E — Eyedieid. 
C — aura wirew. D — fc&nce winner. CD — 


cause and defines nra. 8F —tostoi 
tanufte n latest race). Soma m wtach time has 
won CF—firm, good to *m, had. G — goal 
S — sot. soul lo soil heavy). Owna h badtas. 
Taria. Aaeendwiots. ffinnphosiyationrex. 
Tmeteepa’s soeed rating. 


GOING; GOOD TO SOF JACKPOT MEFDNG DRAW: NO ADVANTAGE SIS 


2.00 CULF0RD CONDITIONS STAKES 
(3-Y-O: £5,163: Im 41) (8 njnnem) 


101 (4) 01- BAffiNBAV 186(G)(LHoliday)HCacdM.. JLom 93 

102 it) 2-1 CAPRI IBjCD.S] [HH H Pmre hM Sokrrai) H C«fl 9-0__ K Fata 100 

103 (5) 1 T0UCFEZ DU BOS ZB (S) (R HufflVc) M Jotur m n 94) ... M RuttaB 77 

104 12) 0 BORN WBItER 18 (W Said) HCsai 8(1- WRyn 51 + 

105 [B) 4- SEA WAVE 184 [Goadptai) S!»Suroor 8-11 . L DeHart 95 

106 (61 D- THRASHRG 298 (S ManatBl C Bnttata 0-11_ OPosler 66 

107 (7) 0-3 TRAVEUJNG CLOCK 25 (R BedAng] B BfUAUnan 8-11_ . Jfomne 79 

108 (3) 1 TtCSAMJFLY 17 (C£) (Us J C 01 MI) BKHsB-9 . UHKs FR5T1 

BETTWG: 10-11 Caen 7-2 ItreSanOIy. 11-2 Sea nwe. 12-1 BaOo Bav. Bom Wreier, 14-1 TcuOe Du BoC. 
16-1 fhcEfona 33-1 Travefiing Clock. 

1997. SOtGLE B4PRE 9-0 J Red (10-1) P Ctappte-Hpm 6 >ai 
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MAYER PARRY MAIDEN STAKES (2-Y-O: £5.254: 50 (11 runners) 

CALCUTTA (Lire J CwOffl) B Hilts 94)..Uijfe 

BtCfflttfIB? (Hytk Hal Stud) C BnttM 94)_ MJIwaDa - 

HOHSTEAICR (0 Aflgnt) M Bdl 9-0_ l Dettori - 

RED SEA iMRHPnace Fahd SahanlP Cole 9-0.. TQutti - 

SHEER WKMG (ft Arodi) B Ws 941.. .... 0 Holm] - 

3 SIAVHJGEH 29 (BF) |C 6 A Deutsisi J Beny 94) ..K Dartey Hffl 

TWJItOBt DRAGON (Luoyai Stall R Hamm 9-0..DMtr 

WfflAMCE [MOWenj J reseda94)__ WRSwHun - 

wCAisttl rrrG 6-9 .DRUcCabe 

MORYS PROMSE (D hny) A toy 6-9 .Mata Days' - 

PIPSISEWA ill Jadsoi Btooaaod Ltd) D Ebxm B-9 . .. . S Drawn* - 
BETTWG. 7-2 Uftdnx. 9-2 Mad 5-1 Red Sea. 13-2 Sheer Vfcng. 7-1 Thmta Dogon B-1 SEHnger. 1(M 
Ppsufflo. 12-1 (fiwi 

1997: BOPYSUARD 9411 ton 14-7 bm P Cole B ran 


3.00 TORCH MOTOR POLICIES AT LLOYDS 
RATED HANDICAP (£10,168' 1m2f) (16 runners) 

301 IB) 331- GREEK PALACE 339 (Br) CUM WtacUKhlMSRMa 4-9-7 .. WHStartun 97 

302 P5) 620216- Fl/IURE PERFOT175 (0/8) (ROM fbong) PCote4-M_TOotm 106 

303 (IS) 105110- WTHAU 189 (0X2) (H aUtttnm) B H#s 54-4_R Mb 107 

304 (3) .‘42312- DREAU OF MAMt 276 (61 (C Bate) A 5tara14-9-4_ H Roberts 97 

305 (111 30216- GWE ME A HKG 329 (DX.G) (G Reeffl C Ttamton 5-9 3 DeanMpCaown 95 

306 (161 21122-6 CUGHA19 (05) rites B Sen) G Brbtns 4-9-0 - . _ . S Drowne 109 

307 (10)01101-1 AlfiQCAN WHEPER 19 (OJjSS) iCoobtaatol P Hants 4-6-13 CImBwO) 10G 

309 (12) 2400041 AftOTHBMWE10(I>r^) (DSuttrai) S Woods 13_ PaEdden (im 

309 (2) 1206541 OEF19 (D.6) (U Batcombj 0 Ebwnti 5-6-13 ..RFTieneii 103 

310 (7) 04020- SUGARFOOT287 (6) (7AnD Wrtglf)NTrtta *4-i2_RCddnre 84 

311 (8i 061014) GAN8A10(UASHQtakaAbba)*Jams44-10_ Otafcr 109 

312 (51 12004)0 HAA TO (D.F.S] (M at-MatttBol E Dunks 4-6-8_K Dartey 103 

313 ri4| 115301- FAKTU179(0/XLS)(lady BkbonDlSfiftrenMImprins4-B-8 ... DBKns 103 

314 (91 522221- TDMGKTSPRIZE206(F) (SSeWj CRfi 4-8-7. SSawtere 99 

315 (41 43250- SP6UT0 UBR0 329 (C.DA (J BaBtaft) U Mftne S-8-7_J Forte* 76 

316 (i| ED34D ZUSfiS 8p) (Shea A« Sawi) K Mahdi 48-7 .. L Mu) 103 

Long ha o JLe p loreoasPna8-5 SoflUoUtro8-5.Zusirii 8-1 

BETTING: n-2 Amertan iWcca. 13-2 toga. 8-1 Funic rtried. Dream 01 Him. Far&L Taunre's FYire, 10-1 
Creel use Udak. Cud Han. i2-i eras. 

1997: THE MLETT4HTI 4-94) S Candsa (7-1) J Tottaf 8 ran 


F0RRTR3GUS 


Greek Palace beat Taunt neck in 12-nmner maiden states al Ripen 
Urn 21. good n &rm) Futme Perfect r6l 6th ol 24 m Sabacfilla in 
handicap at Doncaster (im 41, soft) ISthaS 12 ) 7Binl 1510 Pnnce 
01 Denial tn handicap at Newbun (im 11. good lo soft) with Another Time (2b better off) 13 B 81 
Dream Of tanrti tut 2nd cf 15 to Uaytane m 3yo handiQed at Goodwood (im 4. good to tom) 
Bhpo Me A Bmo 2216ft ol 9 to Af£dan Story li fsmdfcaD at Epsom (tm 4J 10yd. goodl Amarican 
Wltrapar bed Awond Rod 1W to t6-fuara iBAap at Xantnon (im 21. soft) wiOi Cridna mb 
better oft) 8WI G0i. Gnd (7Bi belter off) 2418tti oto 2hgudi (Gib Better off) 251 lt». Suoitoot»I 
Sbi ot 12 lo Stewxi Harcoud m 3yo hsxfic^) at (Un. good to ftnn) GaogaSKI 7tod 15to Kewara 
m handicap A Epsom (Im 2MSjd adlj ffith H* (lib better ofl 6 IW 1 aid AihXJw Time (lib 
beset off) 381 lift Fanw bat Night Urage 31 n IT-rurura hanUcap at Redcar (Im 3t. goad) 
Torfghfs Prize beatlMxzribo 21 m 12-runner 3yn noden stakes at Posbftad (Im 4yd. good S 
firm). SpiritoJjBt) 2i! 10ft oM4 to Dengratne Prince to hamficap a Epson (fm2t 18yd. good) 


Zugudi 20 sm of TO a Hwhea m latotop at Sandmm (im 14yd, 

AMB8CAN WHISPER is imp roving and can doty lie hgn d i c a pper again 


3.40 SAGITTA 2,000 GUINEAS STAKES 

(Group 1:3-Y-O: £171,800: Im) (18 runners) 

RUNNERS AND RIDERS — SEE ABOVE 

4.15 DUBAI RACING CLUB PALACE HOUSE STAKES |_ 

(Group III: £20,000:50 (13 runners) 

501 (12) 751010- COASTAL BLUFF 239 (Dr,G.S) (Ms D Stop)) Btam 6-9-8 .. K Dartey 125 

502 (1) 101401- YAtlALM254(D5^S)(JUGPTWXWM5)DHKtafc. . Atnftams 125 

503 (6) 513435- AVEHTI2DB (D.F.GS) (0 Deed W Mur T-9-t ..J Raid 129 

504 (3) 538-122 CRETAN GFT 18 (SAFAS) (T Clan*) N Utawtei 7-9-1 . J Wow 129 

505 (7) 540050- BOLSHO1190(B.DF.G) (ttsDBrawn) JBeny6-8-12_ OPeater 128 

506 (2) 33121-5 DAStfNG BLUE 16 (COJ8) (Mis 0 AAoi) I BADng 58-12_L Dettori 133 

507 (5) 562056- EA5YCALL22B(DFA5)(EBftallPsn)BNWan4-8-12 .. WRSvMun 124 

508 (10) 00015-5 HEVB) GOLF ROSE 12 (DJ.G^) (ttarerROT Mammon T-8-1Z ... Pal Eddery 125 

509 (13) 30112-0 MY BEST VALBOTE f 8 (C.D/AS) (Vatentnes) V Soane 84)-12 RCacfinm 131 

5»0 (11)5010-31 THBUWQW 18 (CAFS) (P Dames) E AWw 6-8-12_ KFaBon JJg 

511 (9) 120214- LAND OF DREAMS 203 (BF,DJ) (M al-MaMoirrt) M Jdacfam 3-8-6 DHCfltad 107 

512 (8) 02454-1 Y0RMES BOY 16 (C0J5) (Ms M Beddls) B MrfHwi 3-84) ... M Ratals 124 

513 (4) 14256-4 H0PPWG toGGKS 16 (BAOS) [P KeH» 6 Parrier.) R haman 1-8-0 J tttan 119 

BETTING: It-? Yokes Bay. 13-2 Awto, Land OIDreais. M Dadtag Btee. Tedbunn. B-i others 

1997:0ffi> HNESSE 3-8-6 M Ratals (14-1) M-UvE !?ran 


FORM FOCUS 


Coastal Bluff 10 8th of 9 to Royal Applause In group 1 sates at 
Haydoek (0. good to soil), previously tod-heated with Ya Mata* 
(lews) In 154umer group 1 states J York (54. good] wWi Avert 
(5b better off) neck 3itL Hever Golf Rose (5b better off) 2UI 6th. Bolshoi (Bib better off) 3ftl BO) 
and EasycaB (6b better off) 7V5112th Tedburrow bos Crtian Gft (30) better off) IW in iQ-nmer 
states (fisted) at Nenmartet (0. good to soft) Rift Dashiig Blue (4b better 0 H 1 3Mf 5(0 and My 
Best Vatefl&K (4b Defter off) 0 8ft. Land Ot Dreams 111 4th at 93 to Haimahera In 2vo group 3 
staes at Ascot (51. heavy) Yorides Boy beat Lord Khityre 3vs I in Srunoer states (Rsted) at 
NewmarU (0. srtl with Hopping Higgins (2Jb better oil) SMI 4th. 

TH3BURR0W is at toast as effective at the trip and can kHknr up 


4.50 


LADBROKES HANDICAP (£25.700:6f) (30 runners) 


601 (9) 06200-0 SHARP HAT 37 (AF.G.5) (J 5m8h) R Hmn 4-9-13 . . __R Smth (7) 

602 (19) 402-301 TFf GAY FOX 8 (F5) lE tflMtea) B UcMJun 4-9-13 ..TQutrm 

603 (29) 21020-5 PLABRITAM0LR 19 (D.FJ5) (H Tijoi) N Crtagtai 4-9-13 . MJUwe 

604 tnj 100012- FERRYSTONVEW 189 (V.C0 I G)rMreJ MacFtasuni PCaM 6-9-11 . K Dartey 

605 (2) 000000- SYLVA PARADISE 216 (0X3) lE Gitfracad LM) C Etuttzll) 5-3-10 . W Ryan 

606 (7) 405004) JAYAtMPEE 10 fCD/A) 0 BaWngJ I BaUteg 7-9- ip . Lcsme Masterful (7) 

60) (3) aWDl- GBWWUL281 p.F£)(VDawson) lC renmi»-9-9 ... RFhendi Rg 

60S (24) 05500-0 ASTHAC 24 (E».i-_S) IT Beoaofi) D tfcchols 7-9-8 .Atex Gram 98 

609 (1) 004054) RASSOft FOR LH 37 (8F.C0F.G) (Canaw S-rfortl W Jaw 5-98 J(Uta 
61D (23) 22202-0 SABO T24 (F) (0 Heed) CThornton5-M_ DunUdUmn 

611 (16) 0000-53 BOLD EFFORT 36 (B.D.F.S1 (A Actants) K Cvmnptom-Brawl 6-9-7 .. JM1 

612 (261 36513-1 ALWAYS AUGHT 36 (DJ.S) (M Nrtnes^iwitr) k Oita 4 9-7 .. JFFgan 

613 (18)030000- TWICE AS SHARP 109 (DJ 7 ^) (Formula Tatawl P Hart 6-9-8 CUtafltap) 

614 (28) 61153-5 SH&.TERHGSAY 17 (UF.S1 IVBetocro) J Duilop 4-9-6_ PatEddsry 

615 (20) 053304) PRINCE DOME 14 (DF.S) (G Jones) M Wane 4-9-5 . .. . J Carol 

616 113) 211101- ALWAYS 0(1 MYHfffl 182 CT.F.G5) ffltaxafc a«9 P Ham 4-9-5 JFortme 

617 (22) 110500- WRf) 184 (D.G) (Brwteagrt Granina Udl R teflan6-9-3 DR McCabe 
GIB (14) 053-200 OtHITSPAGEANT6 (S)(VraflKeatfw*) JSportog4-M . MRotets 

619 (12) DOOttaO- SEA-DEB) 147 (DJ.G^) (14 Fodjs) C Urn 9 98 . . ..I Oottai 

620 (6) aw-25 INDIAN BRAVE 30 (If) U Goat) B Moeflan 4-98 . ... WflSvfflbnin 

631 ." ’ ' ' 


45] 124tfl63 STATE OF CAUTI0K 24 (V.D) IJ Ftarell) 0 Stw 5-98 ... RCoctVtae 

622 (17) 0004120 JOHNNY STACCATO 6 (D£S) (fi D S Racntg) R OSutllvan 4-98 . JWeam 

623 (10) 040-206 N0I4ORE W NCEGUY 24 (Q (Mrs C WcPtafl E Afcnjn 4-96 . K Fatal 

624 (27) 469044) CADEAUX CtCR 36 [DFI (N Brume) B HlAs 4-98 —. UHte 

625 (D| 000038- TAB) 179 (BFJP/.S) (Us C Ro&RSoi) M Jotimon 6-8-13 ... . D Ktand 

626 (2S) 2/060-1 UARSAD 19(D,S) IQnhtor BtanttoekUd) JAta3u94-B-ll .. SStadws 

627 (8) 313Q-4 P LEWUH) 19 (BFX)r.G) (Ur 6 Mis G ftneten) M Ghaman 4-8-10 S Drawee 

628 (4) 50030-5 HU. MAQC 21 (0.F) (M Jackson BooOsloci LM) D Barreih 3-6-6 NPnlatJ{71 

629 (15i 000502- BMUGHTONSTURWfL210 IFJ3) (Hhbn<M) B Nblman9-6-7 . OPeshr 


gg 

630 (30) 242218 T0PT0W30(VJ.6)gSttattm) PHoaUngW. ... PaUEdtay 97 
ffiTTWC: H Sreerty a y. 10-1 The Gay Fan San 01 Cauww 12-1 Ptte* D Amour. Pmynoii view 14 -1 others 
1997- PBTRVST0N IflEW 5-8-11M J Khn (ll-l) P Caha 29 ran 

The Gay Tux teal Mister Jotson «1 in 13-rumer handicap al 
Sandmm (516yd, heavy) yrtft Johnny Staccato (4ib better off] 161 
8th. Ptalsir D'Amoir 2515ft ol 6 to Andreyev in states at Kempton 


FORM FOCUS 


(61. sort. Penys ton^View 22 toJtudTs Pet in handkap A DoncaSer (51. good) with 

hwtw 

beat Kind 0i Ugnt i tei in 9-runner handicap < 

to Proud fetree in haidlcap at Doncaster (51, m»d id soft) with Snare Hal (2th worse off) ill tea 
Always Algts Dial bvSan 8raw f2Tb befler cm neck in 22-nmnar handicap at Donoeler (6t. good 
to soft) wflh Bald Effort 461b better oft mi 3rd. Lmratad (6b better omll 4th. Topton (7R) better 
off) Gut 73th. Johnny Staccato (5Jb better off) 6ui 14ft and CadeaiA Cher (71b belter off) Btef 
f 7ih. Shtoterlng Sky y 5th of 16 la Tumbleweed Ridge in handicap 3 Newmarket (71, soil) twiavs 
On A4V Mild beat DCtlnctree Drean l<4l In 7-nmer 2yo S jyo slates 4 Newmarket (6), good m 
tom) Marsad teal Johnny Staccato (61b better off) 21 In 24-nmner handicap 4 Kemptwi (« soft) 
wild Lcvetted (81b better oft) 351 22raf Broughtons Tremol 2tti 2nd at 24 to Rover RcaiH in 
handicap at Newmartei (7t. (and to tom). 

PLAlStfl D'AMOUR B very effective m these ewte and Knane Is a good hooking 


5.20 NGK SPARK PLUGS CONDmOKS STAKES 

(£8.864: Im 21) (12 turners) 

1 (91 11/14-4 SANTtlAKA 17 (COGS) (ShctUi IWcnmafi j Sosdcn 58-J L. Dehart 124 

2 1 G 1 241533- HARRYW0LT0N 255 (F) {QU tad Seen Wes PK) H Cec4 4-9-1 . KFtekm 1IB 

3 tu 014113- SUBTLE WLUfflCE 206 (D.(LS)iM labor) NCatbfltaU.B-13 RCodme 103 

4 is) 14- SHWOS 290 (0.G) (L UarnopouliB) H Cnal 4-8-10... w Ryai IK 

5 (4) 11021-3 ALEZAL 17 (IXS) (HSpoorer) WJwh 4-6-7 PteEddsry I2C 

6 (7) .32/31- IKADABLE 341 (Gl lU Evelyn De WteOtHS) M 5tmre 5-B-7 MJNnM 11B 

7 15) V H00NWB1 539 (S) (B AndoKml J Dtaop 4^-7. k Darter - 

8 fill 130304- WISALS *11g7(f.m(Makli«4Mni1B>*fc48 7 UHHs 126 

9 «0) 10604)2 PRESENT ARMS 10 (OJ.S) (H FI H Pwra FJM S*unl P Me 5 B-7 TfUn JTOS 

10 (3) /14260- SHffihDANTIG 176 (0J4J) (RAroJB) II Amdicno 68-7 ._ . HWs JM 

11 (12) SRLESIA (G Duer) B Sbnpaxi 4-8-7. HGJbatta - 

12 (2) TflaiT UAYH.V(J Parrel CSmte 4-8-2 JFEpn - 

BETTING: 7-7 *)cj4 4-1 tesnBUe. 5-1 torartK, 6-1 Piesonr Arms. 7-1 SmiMmi. ituufca. 12-1 «ttai. 

1997- OU4ANO 4-8-10 M Hite) 17-4 in) G Wobh 6 ui 


Dashing Blue to 
take revenge 
over Tedburrow 


haydock park 
BBO 

1.10: The Proms, winner of his 
last four starts, is one of the 
most improved staying hur¬ 
dlers this season and is held in 
high regard by the in-form 
Nigel Twiston-Davies. After 
bearing Spendid — a winner 
next time — at Ain tree, he 
coped over a shorter trip at 
Cheltenham when beating Al¬ 
legation, Cadougold tackles 
this trip for the first time. 

1.40: Bless Me Sister, an 
excellent fourth to Blowing 
Stone in the County Hurdle, 
has enjoyed a break since 
Cheltenham and should go 
close for Richard Dunwoody. 
despite being out of the handi¬ 
cap. Desert Mountain fin¬ 
ished three lengths behind the 
selection at the Festival and 
subsequently ran an even 
better race when third to 
Monnaie Forte at Ascot With 
Potentate heading the weights, 
another Martin Pipe runner, 
Rainbow Frontier, looks inter¬ 
esting off a light weight. 

2.10: Jorrocks. a seven-fur¬ 
long specialist proven on easy 
ground and a similar track, 
warrants close inspection. He 
made a pleasing seasonal 
reappearance when Fourth to 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: RIVER'S SOURCE 
(4.50 Newmarket tomorrow) 

Next best: Prime Hand 
(220 Salisbury tomorrow) 


Tumbleweed Ridge at New¬ 
market on soft going and must 
go close. Ghalib proved him¬ 
self on easy ground last term, 
while Right Wing has form 
claims judged on" two useful 
efforts in good handicaps this 
year. 

NEWMARKET 

CHANNEL4 

3.00: Greek Palace has not 
been seen since comfortably 
beating Taunt at Ripon almost 
a year ago. Kept in training as 
a four-year-old by Michael 
Stoute. he is sure to make his 
mark this season. The soft 
ground-loving pair of Ganga 
and Hajr ran creditably be¬ 
hind Kewarra at Epsom and 
should be better suited by this 
track. The well-bred Mithali 
is lightly raced and is suited 
by easy ground. A winner first 
time out last year, he hails 
from a yard in form. 

3.40: see left 

4.15: Dashing Blue made a 
pleasing reappearance behind 
the race-fit Tedburrow at the 
Craven meeting and can re¬ 
verse the form over the mini¬ 
mum trip from a good draw. 
Averti was placed in top 
sprinting company lasr year 
and could make his presence 
felt in receipt of 51b from 
Coastal Bluff and Ya Malak. 



TELEVISED 
RACES THIS 
WEEKEND 


4.50: Always Alight was not 
folly wound up when winning 
on his seasonal reappearance 
at Doncaster and further im¬ 
provement is expected- Always 
On My Mind races off the 
same handicap mark as when 
winning over course and dis¬ 
tance last November, but is 
without a run this term, as is 
the well-treated Rififi. Marsad 
lost his maiden tag in some 
style at Kempton IQ days ago 
and he can justify John 
Akehurst's hopes that he could 
be a live Wokingham 
contender. 

Richard Evans 

NEWMARKET 

TOMORROW 

CHANNEL 4 

2.00: Further rain would nor 
help Bold Fact, whose stamina 
is already suspect Tracking 
must prove that he has trained 
on. having disappointed on 
his return here. The reappear¬ 
ance of Tajasnr was more 
encouraging, especially as 
Bold Edge, the horse that 
denied him at Leicester, got 
first run. Quiet Assurance 
would not want any more 
rain. 

2.30: Torso, who could be well 
treated, and Scent Of Success, 
who caught the eye on his 
reappearance, are both drawn 
high and there is a good 
chance that the stands' rail 
will instead be favoured. Ei Ei. 
who bolted up in a soft race at 
Folkestone, should enjoy the 
extra furlong, whereas Oh 
Hebe must settle better if he is 
to get home. The likely strong 
pace should help in that 
respect, but should also suit 
Ro bo rant. He showed pro¬ 
gressive form at two and could 
offer Lord Wakeham a happy 
return to racing. 

3.05: Midnight Line is the 
dear pick on form, though it is 
all on fast ground and yester¬ 
day's Tain presents a concern. 
John Dunlop . saddles two 
interesting alternatives. 
Fiamma and Leggera. whose 
progressive form last year 
would look even better but for 
encountering an unsuitably 
slow pace at Kempton and bad 
luck at Newbury. She will 
improve for the extra distance 
and would have no problem 
with further rain, while this is 
the test to explore the potential 
of Merciless. 

3.45: see facing page. 

Chris McGrath 


PICK UP 
AFREE 
£10 BET 

FOR FIRST TIME TEIEPH0\'E CALLERS STAKING £25 OR MORE. I SING 
SWITCH. DELTA OR SOLO BANK OR BCILDCVG SOCIETY DEBIT CARDS. 


£40774 2000 GtHHEAS SWOBS 


1 mile. Newmarkei 3.AOpm. Live on CH4 TV 


Xaar 

EQ King Of Kings 

Q21 Lend A Hand 
ESI Border Arrow 
an Haami 
UsSI Central Park 

■ Daggers Drawn 
RBI Tamarisk 
IAlmutawakel 



200/1 


1000/1 


Greenlander 
Arkadian Hero 
Duck Flow 
Little Indian 
Soviet Bureau 
Jimmy Too 
Pegnitz 
Speedfit Too 
Evening Chorus 


toh «»jy Onr Quinn Oh- o*h i plxc l.il PikOT HibjKf lo Huiluauen. 

up lo 3 J5p m Titinwlh Puls 4(c) imy Mon rumor - no bst. 

LATEST OOPS OBI WMaai HM TV TECT.~MeMM(wwitaifHiMwJ 


RING TODAY - BET TODAY 

0800 44 4040 

(Minimum lolii mvnimt-nl per call S10. Over I So unlf) 

‘Free bet Is a £10 Straight Forecast on the Newmarket 
4.50pm today. (Please place your 
bet and make your free bet 
selection within the same caiL) 




TO OPFN L. rBEWT A CCOUm’ FPEEPHGUE MOO 289 89! WIUIAM H1L1 BUIES »(W 
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FACING : NELL GWYN WINNER CAN GIVE BRITTAIN THIRD 1.000 GUINEAS SUCCESS 


Cloud Castle to tower above rivals 


Chris McGrath 

Clive Brinain sometimes 
smuggles to keep his few 0 * 
™ ground, none should ever 
of having his head 
® the clouds. The adventur* 

horses has 
not. perhaps, won favour with 
joe more supercilious and 
patronising of racing folk. It 
hoMewr. frequently 
earned him something of rath- 
ermore substance, as when 

STS 10014 “^d prize in 
the Derby a t odds of 500-1 

f„ Brittain a mere 
OavitL taking pot shots with 
tos sling, in fact if Goud 
to win the Sagitta 
1.000 Guineas at Newmarket 
tomomjw, she W0ujd ^ ^ 

dura GUy to chisel his name on 
me trophy. 

The trainer, naturally, does 
not hesitate to endorse Cloud 
Castle’s credentials as a pos¬ 
sible successor to Sayyedati 



Reid: reunited 


and Pebbles. The bare form of 
her victory under John Reid in 
last month’s Nell Gwyn 
Stakes over seven furlongs of 
the Rowley Mile, already 
places her within a whisker of 
the best in the race. Yet she can 
also be expected to improve on 


that, as she is bred to be suited 
by this extra furlong (and 
beyond in due course) and was 
only making her second visit 
to a racecourse. 

She is a wiry creature, but 
did quicken impressively to 
beat fillies who now need 
excuses 10 retrieve the bigger 
reputations they brought into 
that rehearsal. Ashraakat, 
who finished closest, has the 
most beguiling action and 
may prove — like her brother, 
Elnadim — best suited by 
sprint distances. When stami¬ 
na is a doubt you tend to need 
the type of horse that can be 
held up and quicken. By 
contrast, the well-drawn Jibe 
will improve for more of a test 
and is entitled to improve on 
her running in third that day. 

She had been held up in her 
work and many of her stable- 
mates have needed a run 
anyway, but there is a chance 
that she will be confounded by 


a basic lack of tactical speed 
over a mile. Exclusive, a 
disappointing fifth, has evi¬ 
dently shown that son of dash 
at home, but it would repre¬ 
sent a blind aa of faith to 
support her today. 

Cloud Castle is proven with 
some cut in the ground and 
much may hinge on the dura¬ 
tion of yesterday’s rain. If it 
did not dry out over the 
weekend, the going might 
represent a major obstruction 
to Cape Verdi, who dominates 
the market 

She showed smart form 
when trained by Peter 
Chapple-Hyam at two. prior 
to her sale to Godolphin and a 
winter in Dubai. The ludi¬ 
crous prices on offer presume 
that she will improve consid¬ 
erably for that head start, and 
likewise for the step up in 
distance (which certainly fig¬ 
ures on her pedigree). 

The same going concerns 


BIG-RACE FIELD TOMORROW 


guineas stakes Hp 

(Group 13-Y-0: £128,500:1m) (16 runners) 

*°L. i 8 ’ 3ag M f*OT}& FAffIASY22(S£) rite P 4 PJutwi)RKauai 5-0 .... II Roberts 101 

(d DancMB - Madne) (Black, red chevron hoop ana sleeves. Hack amtfws. hooped cap) 

4® 01 210-2 ASHRAAKAT IB | 6 ] (H zHbttxn) J Dtriog 96_R Ms 106 

(bfOmulg-Bio Settle) (Royal blue, nftne epautas, anjjwj&ap) 

P) 1214- CAPE V£RU215 (BvC/.G) (taMpM 5fltnSoroa 9-0.. LOOM 107 

(b f Caeriaon - /Vnque Breu Azixl {Royal Ota>J 

494 02) 3-1 CLOU) CASTLE 19 [CLS) fS Iferana] C Britain 90... JRbUuo 

(U f *i The Wings - Lucayan Princess) (White. red sasti rad and white nnped cap) 

405 (2) 212224) CHASE MENTAL 15 (BF.S) |H ODonrsfi) D Haydn Jobs 9 -fl_ Allxliy1D9 

<b f Uagc Ring ■ Ocm Fukwea) {Black, write mpte Otamona. black starves, btack cap. wtee 
Ctemond) 

m (13) 13203-1 DNJH1MG LADY 15 ( 6 £) (E fegtfl-EiciEai & T Dak) R Hsmoo 90... Rftgbes103 
(b f MrJatii - Deuvess) (Oango end green rtamonds, orange sfcews. oranga cap. grew star) 

4W (5) 13-5 EXCLUSIVE 19 (BF. 6 ) (Cnrvdey fcrt SWQ M Stoop 96 . WR9nMunlD3 

(ch fPot&Fsiccn. Ett*jovp CVcbrt {Red u tute sash, mol D*jo capj 

« (10) 26341-6 RVUI22(F)(WyckKdSbd)CBrttteM_T liter 38 

fb I Lion Cavem - Top Society) (Whre, 6 g« blue chevron ana stones. Mac* cap) 

400 (B) 031100- JAY GEE 235 (F.G) y Gaea) G Ifopoon 96__ GCate 85 

(b I Second St* - fttynmon GocOaes) (White, royal Uue hoop. rfiabeto on staves. royal Uue capi 

410 115 4 ^2-3 J BE 10 (B)(K AIxMfa)HCsci B-0_ KMmIOS 

(b f Danzig - SB&vfy Dangerous) {Green, pink sash anO cap. urfito steeies) 

411 (IQ 11- LUVB«aA«210(D;a)(UflWtolM)C1WiH0M_0 (Maize 107 

(b I Hensol - VB? d'AitauJ (Royal blue. wbBe chevron. Sgrt bttn cap. white star) 

412 (4) 010 - QLM TB7 (CJF) P Ixtifead] U Tonpkro 9-0 _ 0 Stags 05 

lb I Second Set - Usance) tPurplo. white stop®, sleeves and cap) 

413 0) 111411- REGAL REVOLUTOH 226 (F£S) (S Star*) P Wteyn 96_PslBUiy103 

|brf Hamas - Tiue Queen) (Btack. jelow epatoete and sleeves) 

414 (14) 53241-1 SHAHT0USH 20 (DJS) Ota 0 HigMte J Ifcpte) AP O'Brin ft*)M M J Khun IDG 

(b I Afcao - FcmMare; (Dart bfeia Hgte gnxn cowra and cap J 

415 (IQ 3151- TARASC0N 238 (BjS) (Iks J RobStcoi) T Slack (kol frO_PJSmofcnHH 

(b / Tirol - BieyanO (Hr*, gray hooped sleeves, pink cap) 

415 f«) 510-2 WEMQA15ff)(Blta*jcBrtBaln9-0_KOatey 09 

(ch I Photo - Rannine Difw*) (Bege and Uua snipes. Hack slaves ana cop.i 

BETIUG: 2-1 Caps VWL 5-1 Lo»tao dan. 7-1 Qnd Casoe 8-1 Etckehe. Aba. 10-1 feta**. Dung 
Lady. SMansb, 16-1 Tarascon. 3Ti Coax Ifcn&L 25-11 kgt RevMuUoa, 33-1 Wanda, 66-1 ttfleo. 

1097: SlEPYTOE 9-0 K FMkn (5-1) H Cadi 15 on 


FORM GUIDE TO TOMORROW S CONTENDERS 


Another Fantasy 

Aprfl 11: 251 4lfl of 8 lo Todwiga n 3yo 
sic8r«3 (teied) a Kempt on (im. soUi with 
Forum (levels) 521 6th. previously beat 
Law Ubnay 2*1 In 28-nfmer 2yo auction 
stakes at Cunagh (61. good to soil) with 
Daunting Lady {levels! 513rd 

Ashraakat 

April 14; i$f 2nd of 7 to Cloud Castfe 
(levels) in 3yo lines aoup 3 at New- 
marivjt (71, good to soft) with Jtoe (levels) 
1M1 3rd and Exdualve (levels) 2VI 5th; 
previously 2^1 7ih oMO to Loving Claim 
(levels) n group 1 ai Longchamp (1m, 
good to Orm); previously Deal Snmaal 
iltl in 11-njnner 2yo maiden at (71. 
good) with Jibe (levels) 414th. 

Cape Verdi 

Sept 30: 51 4th of 8 to Embassy in 2yo 
dines group 1 slakes at Newmarket (64, 
good); previously beat Embassy short 
need In 9-runner 2yo lilies group 2 
stakes at YorV {64. good); previously i ti 
2nd of 12 to Central Park In 2yo slakes 
(listed) at Ascot (71. good). 

Cloud Castle 

April 14: beat Ashraakat (levels) 1*1 In 
7-firmer 3yo rites group 3 slakes m 
Newmarket (71. good to soft) wsh Jibe 
(levels} mi 3rd and Entanie Oevets) 
2141 5th; previously 1 "41 3rd at 6 to 
Lucayan Indian In 2yo slakes at New¬ 
market (71, 9<xx1 lo soft). 

Crazee Mental 

April IB.' 25Mast of 7 lo Daunting Lady 
(levels) in 3yo group 3 stakes at Newtxry 
(7164yd, heavy), previously 2MI 2nd of 8 
to Embassy m 2yo filfies group 1 stakes 
at Newmarket (H. good) with Cape Verdi 
(levels) 51 4th 


Daunting Lady 

April 18: beat Wanda (levels) 61 in 7- 

64yd. heav$fwi& Cnase Uental^veS) 
251 last; previously 51 3rd ol 28 to 
Another Fantasy (levels) In 2yo auction 
stakes at Cutragh (61. good lo son) 

Exclusive 

April 14: 24415th of 7 lo Cloud Castle 
(levels) in 3yo lilies youp 3 slakes at 
Newmarket (71. good to soft); previously 
2 K 1 3id of 8 lo Ciorosla In 2yo grot^i 1 
stakes at Ascot (1m. good to firm): 
previously beat Celic Cross 1*1 in 8- 
runner stakes at Kempton (71. good) 

Forum 

April 11; 521 6th ol B to Tadwiga in 3yo 
slakes (listed) at Kempton (1m. soft); 
previously beat Freedom Qjesl 2 m B- 
rurmer 2yo maiden aakee at Brighton (6f 
209yd. wm); previously 2)614th o( 13 to 
Leggera In 2yo maiden lilies at Sandown 
(7116yd, good to Ann). 

Jay Gee 

Sept 10: 291 17th to Branston Berry in 


to fbm); previously beef Clef Of 
2) n handicap at (6f. good). 


April 14: iw 3rd at 7 to Ooud Castle 
(levels) in 3yo Wes group 3 stakes at 
Newmarket (71. good to soft) with 
Exclusive (levels) ?HI 5th; previously 141 
2nd ol 8 to Glorosia in 2yo group 1 
stakes at Ascot (im, good to Arm) with 
Exclusive (levels) 241 3rd; previously 
beat Winsa 4f In 15-runner 2yo maiden 
finies at Lingffetd (71. good). 


2.00 Christ Assurance 
JL35 Scent Of Success 
3.05 Midnight Line 
3.45 JIBE (nap) 


THUNDERER 

420 Fire Dome 
. 4.50 Dantesque 
5^0 Cyber World 
5.45 High Demand 


Timekeeper's top rating: 2J35 OH HEBE. 

Our Newmarket Correspondent 2.00 Sky Rocket 3.45 Exclusive. 
5.20 CYBER WORLD (nap). 


■GOOD TO SOFT JACKPOT MKTWG DRAW: NO ADVANTAGE SIS 


4.UII NTY URUGUS CUP COWMTOSS STAKES HS■■ 

(3-Y-0: £5,134:71) (7 runners) 

101 (5) 1312- BOLD FACT 256^.6) (K AMufc) H ttdl M-XF*n 1B7 

102 (2) 11224-0 THAGfBB 18PWO(Btd«®OakHokfciQS)HCaeilM-AUcQone 102 

(7) 13- BRAVE REWARD 184 (D.5) (S SUal) M State 9-1._ “ 


102 (2) 11224-0 TRAQOG18{DW)(BwtaiiOakHokAnus)HCecilW-AlteSone 102 

103 (7) 13- BRAVEREWAR0 184 (DJS) (SSUal) MState B-l-TMm » 

104 (4) 322154 MKT ASSURANCE 15 (CD.G) (U it-kUdom) E Dofitoa 9-1-G Cteer ^ 

105 (6) 21- SKY ROCKET 211 R (S Seal) M Statt 9-1-JBed 90 

106 (3) 1-2 TAJASUR31 (BF5)(He-WUOUn)Jtkiip9-1-RWs B 

107 (11 360-5 LONE PIPER 15 (S Ifcnm) C WBMB-12-MJKhm 100 

BETTBC: 5-2 BoK Fur. 3-1 Upsur. 5-1 Sky RttCW. 6-1 ttiW Asafancu. 13-2 ToefanQ. 8-1 Bra» Ftewfl. 
14-1 Lone P*e. 

1997: SWISS LAW 8-12 L Denon 17-2) S Ofei Sura 6 oi 

Bold Fad W 2nd o( 7 lo Canmtad In 2yo croup 2 state at Yoric 
(6L rood). Tracking 1SH last ol 9 to Deset Prince in handicap at 
NEwnartet (71. soft). Brave Reward 4VU lag of^ to Rabat) jn 2yo 
a NewmarlBt (Im, good to Hm). Dum Assuance 181 5th ot 6 to Fjollx h im mtes at 
nedi rim. rood to suit). Sky Rocket beat Bedevilled 541 In 17-nniar 2yo makten stales a 
Tftrft nm. 0OM o M <* 5 m Bold Edge In 3*o stales a Ldcesto 

5541 5th D( 6 to WcBky Note In grap 3 at Newbury (7T. heavy). 
FACT loote a oil above these and wm be suited by the tonga hip 







i*i iT'.4 i i r 1 ,' 'SI 1 1??" 








3.05 R L DAVISON PRETTY POLLY STAKES Bfl 

(3-Y-0: Listed race: £12,602: tm 21) (12 runners) 

301 mi 51115- MWBGHTUNE 217 (F) (MRHPrincefaM Steal HCoal9-1 KRdao QH 

302 tl) 033100- DiAMtWDVVWIE 211 IF) (P SaB) GBoroy 8-13-DR McCabe 97 

303 16) 1331- LE6GERA 172 (F.S) (Ua H Focttl J Puntop B-13-Pat Eddery 79 

304 17) 3-3 AMfA 19 (C Bmanl C 8-8--D Harken 83 

305 (10) 10426- ASCOT CYCLONE 226 fF) (S Bel Otaida) B ffiBs 8-8-. R Hfc 104 

306 (11) 13- BUE GEMT1AN 22G (BF.S) (K Abduflal R Oaten 88-J Retd 95 

307 (2) 513- BUJJ0N ZSo (BF.S) (W Greffley) 3 rtfc 8-8-M«s 89 

308 (121 04133- DUE SOUTH 233 (G)(U at-tttauD) E 0u*» M-KQadey 97 

309 (3) B3212- EQUITYPRNCS5204 (5) (M4-UtowVM Jofnsfoi8-8-DHoCnd 105 

310 (8) 10- RAMMA197 (G)(V Sdifrare) J Dunk# 8-8-TtMnn 98 

311 (4) 1- MERCILESS 191 (G) (GodoWilnj S On Surra 8-8-L Dettori 99 

312 (5) 3410- VIRTUOUS 197 (F) (Dantsy Pak Stall M SKute 88-MJKhane 100 

BETTING: 7-4 uragM Lma. 8-1 Blue Gunaan. Wsofess. 8-i Ugora Equriry PmceK. 12-1 olfwv 

1997: ShADAH 84 L Demi (100-30 tov) S baSinw9 tan 

mniiiTAmMJdngW Line 10) 5di of 8 to Glorasia in 2yo oroup 1 sWatsd 
Asai ( 1m - Q 0 ® 5110 Brm )- LMO 01 * bea Own Catherine in 7- 
1 nm 2yo leted sokes A Masons-MMe (im. soft). Anna 2X1 
3rd o( 18 to Greek Dance in 3yo maiden stokes al Newmario! (Im 21. good to soil). Ascot Cyclone 
7441 fith ol 14 to Regal Revotofion in 2yi> Biles listed stokes to Ayr (6Loood to soil). Blue Gondaii 41 
3rd ol 5 to Amabel f)2yo filhes steles al Newtniy (71, soft). Buflon m 3rd ol 17 to Sudey Seeker 
In 2yo hand lap at Nntuy (71 B4yd. good) Due South 15613rd ol 5 to Albooston In 2yii states 
(listed) al Goodwood pm, good), ajufty Princess Ml 2nd ol 4 to Dr Fong hi 2yo states (listed) al 
Asad (1 m. soil}. Rfflnma 5MI Bh to 12 to Nana 01 Lme in 2yo Ills group 3 stakes at Nevunartel 
(71. good). Ilercfless beat Silver Rhapsody 1MI in i Brunner fa maiden fillies at Doncaster (Im. 
good). Vlrtotus «l 7Bi oM2 to Name Of Love ki 2yo IDs gm> 3 stakes al Newmartet (71. good) 
wth Ranvna (levels) 5«l 8th. 

MONtOfT UNE was voy progressive al nm and can continue the good work 


3.45 SAGfTTAIOflD GUINEAS STAKES 

(Group 1:3-Y-0: El 28.500: im) (16 rwinere) 

RUNNERS AND RIDERS — SEE ABOVE 


4.20 INSTITUTE OF DIRECTORS / BIRKETT5 RATED HANDICAP 

(£7.538:60 (8 (tinners) 

501 (B) 410400- CYRANtrSUU) 218 (CO.Ffl (U Foulflef) J BaW 9-9-7-K Fatal 121 

502 ( 2 ) 52W01 FIRE DOME 15 {D-G.SJ (J ftnson) D 1*0*05 6-9-1-Aka Greaves 

503 (7) 564B50- ID US ROOF 274 (D.F. 6 ) (Mre P torisl P Hanb 6-9-1-W R Swtnbum 120 

504 (4) 00100-6 THE PUZZLB) IB (C.D.&S 1 (Ufy RjcteaTO WetolWJ B HSU 7-8-11 .. U HtoS 119 

505 ( 6 ) 003002- DOUBLE SPLBOOW 1 M(PJ. 6 S) fMasnfflPWtpie 68-7 D5weaqr(3} >05 

506 (1) 34040-0 GRAWrVS PET15 (BJ) ( 1*5 D ArtJib) P Ct* 4-8-7-TDukn 109 

507 (3) 1/0303- KUWAIT 233 (CD.G) (M aHJattOum) E Dudap 4-6-7 .. A McCarthy (3) 99 

508 15) 221123- ALMAS212(0/.&SI {EooemCHM6-B-7— ftkUenp) 118 
Ung hamJap: DtaiAt SptenCov 8 - 8 , Granny; Per B-5 Korafl 8-3. Akrasl 8 - 1 . 

BETTWG. B-4 ftv Dome, 5-1 CyaWs Led. Double Spfentou. 6-1 n» PuzSw. 13-2 To The Ana). 8-1 oben. 
1997: CYRANO'S LAO 8-8-9 K FriW) (5-Z tn) C DwflJ 7 an 


4.50 49S HANDICAP (£12.544: Im 4D (12 runners) 

SOI IS 3503-56 fcBJAflXEUtlTAREZO (BJ)J£5) (J ffenneo] U Ptoe 69-10 MJKhane B5 

602 |ii) 142130- ARCTIC OWL 17B (D&S) (M Soddy) J FenriOK4-9-B — WRSwMxm 96 

603 (7) 11510-6 DANTESOUE36 (DJ£) (Uottes teaifl) G Yftagg S-9-8-SI 

604 (9) 311353- SHAFT OF LIGHT 176 (VJ)/.S) (The Queen) Lad Hunfangdm 6-9-8 LtWtori 103 

605 (4) 01114-1 RAISE A PRHCE 18 (CD.S) (G long) S Woods 5-9-3-N Day 106 

608 (1) 331714- LEADttfQ 5PBVT 412 (BFJLF.G) flndm Plnrs Two) CVIM6-9-t— G EM 90 

607 18 ) 33/22S- DARKGHSH309(Bf) (HRHPnnteFMSahan] PCoif 48-10 RCodiw B4 

60fl m 00050-1 ASSUHEDGAMBLE 11 [CDASXT GnouieadLid)C BrtBem4-8-9 PaEOtay 102 

609 (3) 02620-5 HEART OF ARMOR 18 (OS) (J Gate) P Cate 4-fl-i-T Chinn 100 

610 (6) 10003-5 HNHrS SOURCE 11 (Cfl (MisB tote)BHBs4-8^-RPfientt 102 

611 (?) 010400- AL'S ALB 217 (D.65]fJ mm)* Uue 5-8-1. MrtnOwya 98 

612 ( 12 ) 16342-3 TARXiai 15 (D.6J1 (6»oe fh <*0 RtonecfoD K Bote 4-7-12 RWtaaon(5) 103 
BETTING: 4-1 Shall 01 Ugll. 5-1 Raise A Prmcs, 6-1 Asarad 6»n*ie. Dzosque, 7-1 Antic OvH, 8-1 etas. 

1997: VALEDICTORY 4-M K FaBoo (8-1) H Cad 13 tan 


Swot Reward 3*1 3rd (X 


aiNewmarW 













Kff ttlB kVi 11 * 



rY’wiiiLii 


i'N'UFi 


JB iT* 1, 


PP5? 





Wm 



Sbresartf). Bfoire 


5.20 



HASTINGS MAlDBi STAKES (3-Y-0: £5,493: im} (27 runners) 

AUABAD (H R H Aga Non) U Sffluie 94)-WR SwBfium 

ANVTUE (GreeflhaySahieslknH Cecil 9-0 --K Fatal 

0-3 CADMAX20|AAUngn)KBu«M- DSswayP) 

00- CHHTOKffiBAND221 (Uat-MMnuif)BtftaM —-JFEffh 

CORBJJ (Sbeftn Utfommed) u Stoute 9-0-JRtod 

CYB81VWRD (ItaCftB Famiy) Mb J Cert 9-0-MJKlHne 

2 - 6 EVANDB) 19(ASoeftran)PCola9-0-TOoton 

2- FA-EG 191 (HR (GodflkVW) S bio Sum M-LDtoUl 

R3REST 0«HG (Behan 0* Hatdnp) H Cod) KI-AMcGhm 

KAD (M W-Mriram) 5 Dmtap 9-0-G Cater 

0 UJYALTOAST 18(UmlDeLaWr)LComani9^1-Olrtlra 

40 MARKTW 17(JWlBf)MTompMnsM---DBtggs 

0 U8WVPRJfCE 19(DFtSH)MJarrtsM)-— 

0- POLSKAMOOELE200(SMnMarammiOJOaten94)-GWnd 

3- 3 PREUtMRATE 10(BBowBloedaoekTsdngLtd)EDufcp94). KOartey 

24- PflB/ALBiCE 224 (BF) (UsJH#) JNoseria941-RCocnane 

RAKE® (Ha*-«*kun) A Stent 94) - -- 

0 HRPAAL17(ShahA3i-Maktoun)ASte«tM-MftfatS 

S!W0mT(MDa*58n)LCi«nani941 ---Rftwrt 

TOE GAIfflOLLHI (S Kaimef) Ah A (%nat 94)-DHanlsm 

TTStRYAATI (S AW) B Hantuy 94) - 

0- TROJAft WDLF JB0 (A UafTfflJiri] M lK4*»i9-0 -- DatoGtaM 

0 TTWSCOTT17(UolasRacHig)GWTO941- U«s 

WAVE RACER (K Sufan) 6 tttouy M—- 

0- JANETLWDUP177(WGrelley)BHDs8-9-£ l ¥ tol1 

MARCH HARE lL«d HalfeaO J Du*to M- WtgW 

TOV BOX (D Cbrt) G Bcmv 8-9 ---DflMcCstB 

Anytkne. 7-1 F*Eq. B-l Evanda. Maitii Ha*, td- 1 AKriad. PrenMiii Rate. 12-1 ottm. 
1997: AMONG MEN 9-0 M J tome (10030) M Skuto 16 ran 


5.45 NEWMARKET CHALLENGE WHIP (3-Y-0: Im) (2 runners) 

1 (2) 0-545 RAJA7125(UrtHDeWato)JteJC*ll94)-**■*'>*£' 

2 (1) W0H DOiAND (W Gretfcll B Hlfc 8-9 -M Hfc 

BETnfe- 2-5 l«gh Demand. 2-1 RattL 

19 S 7 : MYTHICAL B- 91 Dutoeto (awn) M Pmtai J an 


Loving Claim 

October 5: beat tste De France mi r 
10-njnner 2yo rates group 1 stakes at 
Longchamp (Im. goad to frm> with 
Ashraakat (lenrefs) '2£l Ttti. previously 
beet Miss Berbere 41 n lCHunner 2yo 
fllUes stakes at Longchamp (Im. good). 

Qilin 

Ocf T8:5M( Wi oH2 lo Name CH Love in 
group 3 al Newmarkel (71. good) with 
Wenda (levels) 121 last: previously beat 
Graze 1141 in 10-runner maiden at 
NBwmarkal (61. good to Brmj 

Regal Revolution 

Sept ia beat Sapprwe Rng neck in 14- 
rurmer 2yo fOes listed slakes at Ayr (Bf. 
good to soft), previously beat Hoh Chi 
Min 1 Ml in 4-nmner 2yo fiUtes slakes al 
Salisbury (S, good to soft). 

Shahtoush 

April 5: beat Attractive Crown 3M r 7- 
rurwier flfies stakes at CUrragh (im, 
heavy); praviauaty beat HaRuanaoan 4fH 
in 12-nrmer 2yo maxlen (tries at Gowran 
Park (71, good to soft). 

Tarascon 

Sept 5: beat Head My Warning neck in 
12 -omnef 2vo fBes froup 1 stakes at 
Ctaragh (7t. good to soft) with 
Shahtoush (levels) HI 3rd. previously 
3£J 5tn ot 9 to Princely Heir in 2yo group 

(Q _ . 

Wenda 

April IB: S 2nd of 7 lo Daunting Lady 
(levels) m 3vo group 3 stakes af Newbury 
(71 64yd. heavy) with Crazee Mental 
(levels) 2SI LasL prevtousiy 121 last of 12 
lo Name Ot Love In group 3 slakes at 
Newmarket (71. good). 


By Chris McGrath 

THE Sagitta Guineas meet¬ 
ing opened at Newmarket 
yesterday with a salutary re¬ 
minder that the paths to 
classic glory are strewn with 
peril. Certainly punters seek¬ 
ing Vodafone Derby evidence 
in the success of Dr Fong, 
winner of the Kuwait Green 
Ridge Stables Newmarket 
Stakes, could be excused ex¬ 
treme caution — having fresh¬ 
ly discovered that the Epsom 
favourite. Second Empire, has 
suffered an untimely setback. 

The Irish colt pulled a 
muscle limbering up for his 
intended reappearance at the 
Curragh today, and plans are 
now on bold. Coral took a 
pessimistic view, removing 
him from its list but the Tote 
keeps him at 6-i. 

Neither could generate 
much enthusiasm for Dr 
Fong, offering 25-1 after 
watching him seize de initia¬ 
tive two furlongs ont under a 
typically aggressive ride from 
Kieren Fallon. Michael Hills 
and Sensory took longer to 
find their stride, and the post 
preserved a half-length 
advantage. 

Henry CecIL Dr Fong’s 
trainer, said: “He needed the 
race, and I’d have been happy 
if he'd finished third Sir Noel 
Muriess taught me three im¬ 
portant things about braining: 
patience, patience and pa¬ 
tience. Dr Fong could be a 
Derby horse, but well know 
more after be runs at York." 

Even those who get to 
Epsom need the rub of the 
green. Silver Patriarch was a 
desperately narrow loser in 
last year's Derby, but wfll 
return to Epsom for the 
Vodafone Coronation Cup 
after making a promising 
start to his four-year-old cam¬ 
paign in the Sagitta Jockey 
Club Stakes, failing by just a 
neck to wear down Romanov. 
John Dunlop, the grey’s train¬ 
er, said: “I’m very pleased as 
they went too slowly early on 
to suit him, but he was stQi 
able to show the speed to get 
into it He just got a bit tired 
in foe last 100 yards." 

Already long established in 
die esteem of the raring public 
is Double Trigger. Now sev¬ 
en. he laboured away in front 
as usual in the Sagaro Stakes, 
but was swallowed up by 
Persian Punch approaching 
the Bushes. Busy Flight, 
creeping through the field 
was poised to pounce inride 
the last, but once again Fallon 
was able to persuade a game 
partner to deny Hills. 


SPORT 43 


apply to the other leading 
juvenile yet to race this spring. 
Loving Claim. The French 
raiders trainer. Criquette 
Head has won the classic with 
Ravinella and Hatoof, but 
there has not been quite the 
same air of conviction sur¬ 
rounding this filly. She made 
all. on fast ground, round the 
Longchamp turns to win the 
Prix Marcel Boussac on her 
second and final start at two— 
but that may not have been a 
vintage edition of the race and 
she may find it harder to 
dominate over this bleak 
straight mile, especially from 
her wide draw. 

The biggest danger may 
instead prove to be Shahtoush, 
who has done well from two to 
three and could prove a great¬ 
ly improved performer now 
that she has been stepped up 
in trip. Among the outsiders, 
one to monitor for signs of 
encouragement is Qilin. 


HAYDOCKPARK 


THUNDERER 

1.10 The Proms. 1.40 L’Opera. 2.10 Ghalib. 2.45 
Seihurstpark flyer. 3.15 Pursuit Venture. 3.50 
Turgenev. 4.20 Risky Experience. 


GOING: GOOD TO SOFT (FLAT); GOOD (HURDLES) SB 






: hH >7h! 





: rj? 1 i'lt/i 1 i J J: jfil M 






"4tM l 

U. 2<taT 

MS* ( 


1.40 CH0WTHER HOMES SWIOTDnGBI 
HUffflLE (Grade it £23.366:2m) (161 

1 (toll POTENTATE 19 (IXFXLS)U Pine 7-11-ID . . A P McCoy 156 

2 2532 KEHAW 14 (0.&5) N Tmstao-Qtoias 5-11-7 „ CUeweBvn 165 

3 04(11 BELLATQR 28 (DJLS) G 3ahSng 5-11-4_G Bratfcy [mj 

4 24CF L0PERA31 IDS) D Hahtfsan 5-10-4_RJobnEOB 144 

5 0611 RUBHAHJMSH11 (D.&S) M n Bsky 7-10-3 - . L Haney 15G 

6 1511 KADOU NONAHTAE 15(DS)D56aitDoa5-10-DJMcCa1Iiy 134 

7 3-23 MGH M DC CLOUDS >0 BF.DJ) T ForXf 6-10-0 S Wynne 133 

8 11F2 RAINBOW FRfHTIER 30 (BFJ).S)WRpf 4- IM CFSwn 143 

9 -23F CHARUW6 GH. 42 (B.S) 0 SM«KW MD-0 _ B Pmd 124 

10 0-31 MORE DA5H THANCASH 47 HLF) M Jones 8-10-0 A DottW 166 

11 1-34 SUMMER SPELL 126 (0.F) N Hanscison 5-10-0 J R Kmnagii 145 

12 1143 JUSTN MAC 15 (D/.G S) J FcGeaM 7-10-0 . F Leahy OJ 138 

13 0056 HOffEHCE 16(D.S1 UnJPamanT-iO-O- BCVtnd 122 

14 -023 B LESS M E SKIER 44 (DJS) R Row 9-lM RDunmody 133 

15 0253 DESERT MOUNTAIN 31 (BJXF.tLS) N CaRagnan 5-10-0 

DGatbober 158 

162400 wnne breeze 30 yofSi u pips 6 - 10-0 j im (7) 143 

6-1 Rutttahunsh. 13-2 Baton. 7-1 fmm Btcs Ue Sew. 8-1 PMengt.KaOu 
Nonanlas. in Rartm Fhmer. 12 i otoets 

““ ■ _.Ptaanate beat CadougoU in 3- 

FORM FOCUS nimw hurifle a Chegaow (3m 110 yd. 

f - • I heavy). Kerawl Kf 2nd to 4 m Btamg 

Wild in hand cap hurdle al Ayr (2m. good). BeUtour beat Actocat 271 in 
5 -iuto handicaplunfeafAmlfee (2m ilOyd. soft) RubhatemWi heal 
CheeU Aspect 51 in 8-runner handicap hurdle al CPepsum 13m iiOyd. 
neavy). Kadou Nonantats beat Piemter Cru 1UI n S-nimet nonce 
funfle al Ayr (2m. good) itrilfi Justki Mac (51 b worse oil) 2Vil 3rd. Htfi 
In The Clouds 111 3rd ol 4 to Line 01 Canquesl m handicap hurdle to 
Warwick (2m. good), previously IW 2nd of M to Dines n fmScap 
hurdle to Mncawn jan. good) with Fhibhahunlsti (lOBi worse off) 1w 
8tti RaWnw Fronder ill 2nd of 14 to Deep Water in novice hurdle to 
Alntree (2m 110yd. good to soR) More Dash Thancash bed Cv R B 
You Can 41 in B-rumer hanficap hurdte to Stafford [2m 110yd, good). 
Stumer Spel 211 4tfi of 7 to Thee Farttangs in hantficq) hivdle at 
Kempton (2m 51, soh). Bless Me Sister 4V613iri of 27 lo Btoaing Wind 
in handteq) hurdle to Cheltenham (2m II, good) wtt Desert Moudan 
(21) better off) 7W 5th. Desert Moredam 441 3rd otH lo Mornale 
Foie in handtotoi hurdle to Ascot (2m 110yd. good). 

RUBHAKUNSH is improving last ax) can late Ws big prize 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TOAINBtS: R Johnson Houpnon. 5 wtanen kom 12 imen. 41 7%: 
R BaMiran. 4 tom 11. XM: H CadL 14 kom 42.33J* B Meatei. 
7 (mm 23. 30.4V W Haggas. 5 Iran 17. 294V 
JOCKEYS: TSprafcB. 10 Iran 61.164V OUrtMa. 3 bom 20,15DV 
S Maloney. 4 kom 29. I3J1; G Dtoieid. 5 Iran 47, 10.6V 


4.4U CR0WTHER HOMES STAKES (E4.733:60 (6) 

1 (2) 496 BRAVE EDGE 35 (D/.G) R rtsmm 7-M P DcDbS (7) 111 

2 l5) -422 CAARAf6TA 14ffiJAS)BMing8-9-3 . TSprake 110 

1 (3} 244 DOUBLE ACTION 14<Q&S]TEsutft 4-8-12 GDrikU 121 

i (11 KO- tflJRmCAMCSTATE323(G)PC4lyn4-6-1? RltSKS 

5 (I) 0-04 SEUWSTPARKFLYS) 10(QJBoiy7-8-12 UTtodU 

6 04-0 SUP6WRPREUUM35(C^)RFah«4-8-t2 MFeran 
3-1 Ooookl AcBon Stftrttort flytf. 4-1 Caranba. Swerv Pronua 6-1 Braw 
Edge. lO-i Homcane Sac. 


STAKES (3-Y-0: £3,485: Im 21120yd) (11) 

1 (10) D ALTAWSLAH 17LCunm>8-il.. OlkMta 61 

2 (4) 00- ELLBfflKK 179 J Jefavjn 811. JFjmng - , 

3 (2) 44 GOPOSmVE 15UnGHeaB-11 PPUunhy(3) _41 >> 5y5 

4 (6) 26-5 H0LUJW HAZE BPttWWtyafTi 811 . RHbsShs CM 

5 (5) 43- IATBMNA198 WJneB-U. M TebhuS 7? 

6 (1) 0- PQfflKJT 187 J Gosdcn 8-11 .T Spake 42 WY 

7 (3) 0 PTPLI141*sGFtes8ll .... Angsts Hmtev (7) - X±1U 

B (91 32-2 PURSUIT VEKTURE 19 OF) SWMK B-l 1 GOtoDeU 75 ■■■■ 

9 (II) 2- STAR CRYSTAL 185HC«J8-it- AUcGtaoe 79 

10 IB) 0- TEREYNA186RJonnsauHougMwB-l 1 SWtikwatol 63 

11 17) 0 MNGSAWARDS)4UCtarai811 „ AMactey 49 p. 

7-4 star Ciysa). 5-2 PWato Venture. 11-2 to Tttan. 10-7 Attne&ti PEndn I ~l 
12-1 tabm Mao. I«-1 Teiwna. 25-1 own. 


(£3,371:1m 61) (6) 

1 (2) 030- ARCTIC FANCY 223 J S-tefrunc 5-10-0 R Pertooi 79 

2 (5) 104- CAUPASPE 190J FfUSeoli)6-10-0 -. BHtonran(5) 83 

3 (31 1524 SMART BOV 14 (F)PC4lem ... DntdONtlOT 78 

4 (4) 0-05 RJRGE7CV11 (HXS)fiBaaran9-9-5 HBas&man[Si 99 

5 (1) 364 TAUHNBOY4 GBatdtag56-12. TSpde C© 

S (E) 303 5MF1YMY 261 K Hopg 4-8-11_D Sweeney (3) 87 

2-1 Sman Boy. 9-4 Tautan Boy. 92 Campaspr. 7-» Smthay. 91 Impom 12-1 
Arcnc Fancy 




l 

1 i 



THUNDERER 

2 05 Emerald Heights. 2.35 Night Of Glass. 3.05 
Confidanta. 3.35 Jedl KnighL 4.05 Yorkshire Grit 
4.40 Camionneur. 


GOING: GOOD TO SOFT DRAW: 5F-6F, IflGH BEST SIS 


2.05 SPRING MAIDEN STAKES 

(£3.782: Im 40 (5 runners) 

1 3 SCATTHWUM350Jtaden4-910 .GHnd2 

2 223 GYHCRAXG0RJ0S 192 (B)G Hotmes 4-95 .... ACitoanel 

3 SUYW30N tody Hemes 446.— A Oak 3 

4 &4 B4BTALDHHGHTS 25 J F«hawe 3-95_DHatrison4 

5 0 HAJOTOURIBM State395_ FLynch5 

1-2 Scmm 92 Emerald Hriphts. 91 Meridpou. 14-1 Slly Wd-On. 191 
Gymmli Gwlos. 


2.35 C0XW0LD HANDICAP (£5,995:71) (16) 

1 090 WARNNGFORD17 (p.G) J FanstaM 4-190 — DJtarttOnB 

2 509 ELFIAND 224 (0.0$) tody Harries 7-911— P Doe (5) 14 

3 022- FOR YOUR EYES 0M.Y 182 (VF.G) T Enlediy *6-11-R 

Winston (5) 15 

4 090 BACHHJ1RS PAD 17 ff) W Jawis 4-91D- G Hind IB 

5 4-00 ROYAL MARK 24 (SJF.G) T Estertiy 5-99 .— L CharaocX 4 

6 15D- CWEF MONARCH 231 (n R fthey 4-99-0 PUB 1 

7 090 PERSIAN FAYRE 19 (DJ=.G) J Barry 99-7 „ P Fessay (3) 7 

B 090 AUAUHUU 35 (DJ) MW Eastely 6-96-TUnsfl 

9 -111 WGHT OF GLASS B (BXOJ=.9S) J Eyrt 99? A Ctoira B 

10 039 AUWMA Z75 (D/.B) Ms J Ramdeo 99-0 — F LynA 10 

11 290 CUMBRIAN CARUSO 0 (P) T Easkrtiy 390 _ N Kennedy 11 

12 14-0 HAKEB4 10 (G) B Annwing 3910-R Fife* 12 

13 20-0 M0UCHE 14 (F) l*s J tansdtn 4-910-R Lappki5 

14 d153 MR PARADISE 64 (VJBFiLF^RCoHn 46-7 Me6tos«i2 

15 643 GREYKMG00M 15(D.F5)MtaWn7-86 DH«tai(7)3 

16 -000 JEFTREYAMJTHEKRED11 (DJ.G5) UDoife4-93 ACtuk13 
92 Mato 0 Gtass. 7-1 Fa You Eya Only. Grey 91 Cumbria) Canto. 
Moodw. 191 Ftateem, 12-1 Bactietas Pad. Royal Mark 14-1 adws. 


(2-Y-0: £3.518:51) (11) 

1 (3) CAffTMEL PARK J Berry 90_SUakmey 

2 (i) 4 CH0MPER4MCtranoo90_Altacby 

3 (5) DAY COURAGE P Qappfc-Hyam 90.. R Hugtws 

4 (7) 3 KHARTOUM 16JOosden90_ AMcOona 

5 (6) LANtHCAN LANE B Jotiacn Hou^lkw 90 SWMtnatti 

S (S) MAYBE SPECIAL PHBMm 90_UTeUult 

7 (9) RUN SECRETTEaSHW96_ GDtoMd 

B (2) CAREOUCk A Bailey 99_R Potion 

9 (11) GREY MATTER TCaHMA 99_ T Sprite 

10 (4 6 ISLE OF S0O0R 20 K Hogg 96_□ Sweeney (3) 

11 ( 10 ) RGKYEXPSIBCE PEm 99 _ DUMB 

7-4 Kbareun. 92 Day Courage. 3-i Caranto Pwk. 191 Chomper. 141 
Eweriame. 291 lotfcan tone. Rurl Sant. CsreaKk, 33-i atm 


s. Tm. 
a 5e nlle 1 

m ^ 

^uuncti 
- on a I' 
I until tl- 

M 5reSSU 

Rdiy ngeto- 
-s—bi 


(Handicap: £12,720: Im) (16) 

1 500- OUffilS CONSUL 1B2 (COJ.G.S) B RoOiKil 06-10 

T W»ms 17 

2 0-K MAGIC WJL11 QFfS) J Eyra 56-9. S Buddey (71 7 

3 121- PEPPIATT294 (F) D McteAs 4-99_F Norton 12 

4 030- GRG9IP0WBT43J8X5}JFanshm4-98 - OHamsoaiB 

5 106 CAPTAWSCOT 11 fDflJGkwr4-96-PRoMnson8 

8 060 JAY-0WE-TW0 10 RWMaktr4-95-ACbrkE 

7 190 DURAIO 35 (D.fi) 0 SmBi 6-95_-_W Sipple 4 

B 301- BOLUN TERRY KB (Dfl T Eesertiy 4-94 _ LCtamckO 
1 261 HGH PRQUUM 8 (Df .G^) R Ftowr 1994 R Wlnsttn (5| 5 

10 -142 REFUSE TO LOSE 42 (D.B4Ensa« 4-93_J Tate 11 

11 -104 wmWWS WBGH M (C.FS) H HoUffitead 993 

A McCarthy (3) 10 

12 393 HBtSPRITS8(BJ)JJ5)TEaaahy4-9-2 DUanatfi(7)3 

13 -052 TAFTSWBiHiteJtansden390- 0Prasl6 

14 062 mer TO YOU 19 (D£)T Barron 4-913-FLynchi 

15 190 0HJLENT 8 (DJS) Mrs M Rneky 7-6-13_A dim 2 

16 196 ROYAL RESULT36 (CD.F) M WEaaertry 99i2 TUms15 

17 906 JACKTWLADI»(D,F,G.S)Jr*tta1i>n4 911 

PFessey(3}14 

18 216 JBMKHGHT11 (CD.F.G) M W Etarty 46-10 GPanobilS 
9i Capom scad 91 TaRs wail. 191 Maac HI. PappU. OuaU. Mgh 
Bourn, Mgn Spans. i2-i aim 


4.05 E B F MARKET PLACE NOVICE MEDIAN 
AUCTION STAKES (2-Y-0: £3,322:5Q (11) 

1 021 AA-YDllXMOIMHTTMG 23 (ILS) M W EdCrtiy 92 T Lucas 1 

2 EWYREAN J Ezstece 912-J Tm 5 

3 KEY TO DOCKS J Bany 912---GHfcid6 

4 DO MMORGAMBIf 16 U Oukm912-ACtfm9 

5 BOLL* RITA T Eastertiy 97-LCtamoi*2 

6 430 BUN1Y 17 C Dmer 97..— -J Gotatied (7) 8 

7 0 CUURFSF0UYlBTEmiiy97-NKenwdyiO 

B LUBE LASS E Woyraas 97-0 Harrison 7 

9 MSS CAMPANULA M WEstofiy97-GParkta3 

10 SAFFRON J Gtew 97-S D WMans 4 

11 0 Y0RKSMRE GRIT 23 R WHtota 97-A CM 11 

2-1 Ae-YUteonnoNna. 32 Key To Date. 91 Bolin Re. 12-1 Emaran. Bony. 
Stolon. 191 CUrel FaBy. tone Lbs. 291 often 


fane 
lionair 
despi 
y triun 
ai in 1 
Rolls-, 
■y wen 
where 

ed om 
e 1930s 
the co 
/tinder 
/eloped 
tin’s sp 
1950s. 














11 KtWXKM RUOT Mbs J A Conactio 99-LCtomock7 

M EfttoutL 92 CrmWatoe. 91 Empire Gold. 91 Matayn Moon. Racfa* North. 
IM Red Bonkw. 291 oBW- 


COURSf SPECIALISTS 


TRAHBTS: B tOUs. B vtmen ham 17 lumen. 47.1V M Safe 12 
from 33,36.4*: J Rinshawt, 6 kom 23.26.1*: J Gosden. 5 torn 21. 
23.8%. J Gtowf. 3 Iran 14.214V W Jams. 3 kom 19.158V 
JOCKEYS: J D Smflh, 3 (rimers kom 10 rides. 300V D Ftentson. G 
kom 24. 2SDV F Lynch, 5 Iran 20. 179V 0 PSars. 3 kom 27. 
11.1V Only nutoHors 




B r 2 1 B j- 1 1 /1 j ; i j ifi,’i ?Tl 1 TTirrTBF 
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YESTERDAY S RESULTS 


PiinoBSS. 24 ran. >41. nfc, 1L II. 1*1- J 
Novtle al Newport. Tote: ES5.40; E940. 31 

E7.30. £490. £3 70. DF: £438.00 Tria Tc 

C1.7B8.00 CSF: C6Sai9. TricasL Ol 

fS.l2B.52. Tr 






Secret Botimc. 66 
66 Haise Copse, 08 Phers Rainbow. G6 
Seattle Ribbon. 16 ran. 3.2'4I 1 ah hd. 21. 
VI H Ced al Newmarket Tote: £15.00: 
E4 70, £4.60, £1.80. DF: £106.00. Trio: 
£129.2a CSF: £11322. 

2.05 (7T) 1, JLA (R His, 11-8 lav; Richard 
Evsna'B rap); 2. Adjutant (C Rutter, 14-1): 
3. RisquQ Lady (K FaBon. 14-11. ALSO 
RAN: 7 Chattan. 9 Asyaad. 12 Iceband. 
Late NlgN Out (6Th). Rsase A King (51ti), 14 
Hujocm, Surpfee Present, 16 Sateette, 33 
Lags Be Frendty, Rejoaed, Third Cousin 
14 ran. *L isi, 2»L hd. a. R 
Armstrong at Navumartet Tote: £220: 
£1.40. £8.10. £4J0 DF' £25.10 Tno. 
£184.60. CSF: £22.63. Tncast £193.18. 
2^5 (Im 2f) 1. DR FONG IK Felon, 11-4 


4.15 (im If) 1, YAH NT EL SULTAN fR 
Cochrane, 9-2; TIuKterei's nqs): 2, 
Superced (S Dmwna. 4-1); 3, Star 
PredSon (R Price. 9-1). ALSO RAN: 11-4 
tar Saataya. 9 HeavenN Ray (4iti), 10 






PaWwftipof 

(M Hite. i&^). 

Mi (4th), 91 
At Bedtme. 

Kflt, IM.SI. 1 Ml. 3M.P 
Manun. ToIb £6.40: £1.80. £1.10. £1.60. 
DF: £7^0 CSF- £1235. 

3.40 (im 21) 1. CARLYS QUEST (T Oukm. 
33-1);2. Harmony Hal {D Hanson, 25-1); 
3, Judicial Supremacy (M Hite, 12 - 1 ): 4. 
Gift Token (KFglon, ia-1). ALSO FtAN: 
11-2 lav Tatttah Befle. 6 Socra BaUcL ID 
Phonetic. 12 Muiadara. Phncess Dan retie. 
Weteh, 14 Iron Mountaii. 18 Gain Ura. 
Piaeforisn GokL 20 Airfvra. Brandon 
Jack, Deilua. Gone For A Stolon, 25 
Femi&no. Shadoof (5th). WUd Pefrn (fth). 
Zoom Up. 33 Hugwtty. Indium, Sylvan 


Pnena, Soria Ant (6m). 14 Tqpaiori rah). 
Bran. iMLehhri, 1»l.5l, 1)5LBMcMahon 
a Teenworth Tote- £5.40; £130. £2.10, 
£2,30. DF: £15.70. CSF: £19.01. 

4.50 (2m) 1, PERSIAN PUNCH (K FaBon, 

4- 1); 2, Busy Flight (M rtfe, 7-1); 3, 
Samraan (Pa Eddery. 7-1). ALSO RAN: 
7-2 lav Windsor Castle (-Mi), 11-2 Three 
Cheers, 8 Tm Suppostn (5th). 12 Double 
Trigger OM. 14 Royal Crown, 33 Montfort, 
Molfit. 10 ran. M. 2.2W. S, 61 DBsworth 
a Whiteontte Tots: £4.40: £1-30. £2.70. 
£2.00. DF: £10.70. Tria E243L CSF: 
£28£7. 

5- 20 (71) 1, JlNSIYAH (R HNS, 7-4 tev. Our 
Newmarket Corroapondem’s nap); 2. 
Swing Atara IS Sanders, 7-1); 3. wend 
Story <W fVi. Ifrl). ALSO RAH- 7 
Fiaygmig). 8 Coma Up SmDing (sm). 
Mymmeta (4th), 12 Royal Arrow, Sweet 
Pea, 14 Pmcess Sceptre. 18 Dacton. 20 

,25 Mies DivO, 
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44 LAW the times Satu rday may 2 i99g 

- Chancery Division _ Law Report May 21998 __ Court of App — 

Requiring disclosure of trustees Plaintiff let down by solicitors 

O which a Derson bringing an action 


Morphy v Murphy 

jBefore Mr Justice Neuberger 
{Judgment April I] 

The equitable jurisdiction of the 
court could extend to requiring a 
defendant 10 disclose to a plaintiff 
the names and addresses of trust¬ 
ees of a discretionary settlement, 
even though that plaintiff could not 

- establish more than that he was a 
potential beneficiary of that 
.settlement. 

~ - Mr Justice Neuberger so held in 
the Chancery Division, when (i) 

- allowing an appeal by tbe plaintiff, 
-John Murphy Jr. against the 
dismissal by Master Bowman of so 

'.much of an originating summons 
as sought disclosure by the defen- 
_ clam,. John Murphy Sr. his father, 
of die names ami addresses of 
trustees of settlements made by his 

- lather and mother in 1965, he being 
no more than a potential benefi- 
Hary thereunder, bin fii) declining 
■So order the defendant to disclose 
Similar details of certain later 
settlements, or alleged settlements, 

: in respect of which there was no 
[^evidence that the plaintiff was 
I within the class of potential 
([beneficiaries. 

I-; Mr John McDonnell. QC. for 
I the plaintiff: Mr Mark Blacfcett- 
I -Ord for the defendant. 

• MR JUSTICE NEUBERGER 

• said that the plaintiff's father and 
: -mother had formed J. Murphy & 

*Sons Ltd in 1951. The company was 
. very successfuL 

In March 1965, when tbe defen- 
. dam held one-third and the plain- 
; ’tiff, his mother and his brother. 
Bernard, each held two-ninths of 


its shares, it issued new shares to 
each of them after which its capital 
c om pris e d 300,000 ordinary and 
600.000 A shares. 

On April I. 1965 die defendant 
put bis own new shares into 
Settlement No 1. which created a 
discretionary crust for. inter alios, 
his children and remoter issue, his 
father and three charities; the 
beneficiaries being at least such 
two members of that class as the 
trustees should from time to time 
revocably or irrevocably appoint 
during a maximum oust period of 
SO years, the power of appointing 
trustees being vested in die defen¬ 
dant during his Life. 

On die same day, the plaintiffs 
mother put her new shares into 
Settlement No 2 which was very 
similar, save that (a) there was no 
reservation to her of the power to 
appoint trustees, and (b) its poten¬ 
tial beneficiaries included the 
defendant, if he was her widower, 
and two different charities, but 
□either the defendant's father nor 
herself 

After serving as a director of the 
company until 1987, the plaintiff 
had fallen out with tbe defendant 
and had, in 1994, initiated proceed¬ 
ings in the High Court designed to 
ascertain and enforce what he 
conceived to be his rights. 

In support of the instant sum¬ 
mons. Mr McDonnell had con¬ 
tended. inter alia, that (a) because 
under settlements I and 2 the 
plainti ff was. and under certain 
other settlements, probably was 
within the class of discretionary 
beneficiaries, he was entitled to be 
told by the defendant the names 


and addresses of those settlements* 
trustees. 

His Lordship considered Orr v 
Diaper ((1876) 4 Ch D 92); Post v 
Toledo. Cincinnati and St Louis 
Railroad Co ((1887) 11NE Rep 5409; 
Norwich Pharmacol Co v 
Commissioners of Customs and 
Excise (11974] AC 133). A v C (Note) 
([1981! I QB 956): Meditermnia 
Reffineria Sidliana Petmli SpA v 
Mabanaft GmbH (unreported. 
December 1, 1978, CA {Civ Div) 
Transcript No 816) and Bankers 
Trust Co v Shapira (JI9S0| 1 WLR 
1274). 

He continued that there ap¬ 
peared id be two different types of 
circumstance in which a person, 
not otherwise an appropriate party 
to proceedi n gs, could be ordered to 
identify a third party. 

1 Discovery jurisdiction, where a 
possibly innocent party had be¬ 
come mixed up in tbe proposed 
defendant's wrongdoing, the plain¬ 
tiff having a daira in respect of it. 
for example. Nonrich Pharmacol 

2 Equitable jurisdiction, for exam¬ 
ple, A v C (Note). Meditermnia 
and Shapira (at pI282). 

Settlement No 1 

Mr Justice Tempfeman had, in 
Tn re Manistfs Settlements {1974] 
ICh 17,25) described the rights of a 
person within the ambit of a 
known discretionary power to 
“require the trustees to consider 
eternising [it] and in particular to 
consider a request... for [lx] to be 
exercised in bis favour". 

If the trustees could be proved to 
have declined or omitted to do so. 
he could apply to the court for then- 
removal. 


Even though no previous case 
had been found to show that tbe 
relief now sought had been 
granted to a mere potential benefi¬ 
ciary under a discretionary oust, 
none had been cited and no 
principle of equity bad been in¬ 
voked to suggest that tbe court had 
no power to grant such relief. 

A discretionary beneficiary was 
entitled to inquire as to the nature 
and value of the trust property, its 
income, arid how die trustees had 
been investing and distributing it: 
see Chaine-Nickson v Bank of 
Ireland {19761 1R 393). Snells 
Equity (29th edition (1990) pp31-2) 
and Underhill on Trusts and 
Trustees (15th edition (1995) p57). 

That here the plaintiff had no 
vested interest, being merely 
within a class of discretionary 
beneficiaries, went not to tbe 
existence of the court's discretion to 
order discovery, but only to 
whether the court should exercise 
that discretion. 

Settkanent No 2 

This case was weaker, as the 
defendant bad no power to appoint 
the trustees but he had been tbe 
settlor’s sole executor and benefi¬ 
ciary and in his affidavit had not 
even implied ignorance of who die 
trustees were. 

However, before making the 
order sought in regard to either 
settlement, his Lordship would 
first give the defendant the 
opportunity of explaining his diffi¬ 
culties. for example, of cost or 
effort, in complying with such 
orders. 

Solicitors: Bray Walken Charles 
Russefl. 


^Allowing witness to see video-taped evidence 


Regina v Roberts (Michael) 
Regina v Roberts (Jason) 

“Before Lord Bingham of COmhilL 
Lord Chief Justice. Mr Justice 
"Brian Smedley and Mr Justice 
Thomas 

[Judgment April 6] 

The increasing availability and use 
,pf video taped evidence in criminal 
trials merited consideration with a 
-View to devising a code of good 
practice. 

* It was the duly of any witness 
when giving a statement to 
'describe the relevant events to the 
■best of his recollection. Where, 
therefore, a video of those events 
became available after a witness 
had made a statement, it was 
appropriate to allow him to see the 
video and if necessary to correct or 
modify his evidence, so long as tbe 
procedure adopted was fair and 
nothing was done to rehearse his 
evidence. 

The Chun of Appeal. Criminal 
-Division, so stated when dismiss¬ 
ing appeals by Michael Roberts 
and Jason Roberts against convic¬ 
tion at Leeds Crown Court (Judge 


Grant and a jury) of offences of 
affray, contrary to section 3(1) of 
the Public Order Act 1986, and of 
common assault, contrary to sec¬ 
tion 39 of the Criminal Justice Act 
1968. 

The defendants had been 
arrested, in respect of an earlier 
incident, in a restaurant where a 
video camera had recorded tbe 
resulting fracas. The arresting 
officer had made a statement 
which, following discovery of the 
video, he wished to modify at trial. 

The video was made available to 
the defence and their witnesses 
before they gave evidence, the 
officer was challenged in cross- 
examination on discrepancies with 
his earlier statement and the video 
was shown to the jury. 

On appeal, the defence submit¬ 
ted that it had been wrong to allow 
the officer to see the video, alter¬ 
natively. if he were permitted to see 
it, he should not have been allowed 
to make a further statemenL 

Mr Sukhtrir Bassra. assigned by 
the Registrar of Criminal Appeals, 
for the defendants: Mr Brian 
Kealy for the Crown. 


THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE, 
giving the judgment of the court, 
said that Mr Bassra’s submission 
highlighted a problem of practice 
which might well be of some 
significance, given the increased 
use and availability of video 
recordings of alleged criminal 
offences. 

Viewing the matter generally, it 
was plain dial the duty of any 
witness when giving a statement 
was » describe the relevant events 
to the best of his or her honest 
recollection and certainly not to 
invent or fabricate evidence to 
assist tbe prosecution or the 
defence. 

If. after giving such a statement, 
a relevant video came to light, it 
was not wrong in principle that the 
witness should be permitted to see 
it. On doing so he might find that 
in some respects his recollection 
had been at fault and he might 
wish to correct or modify earlier 
evidence. 

It was. however, a matter of the 
utmost importance that nothing 
should be done which amounted id 
rehearsing a witness's evidence, or 


coaching him so as to encourage 
him to after the evidence originally 
given. 

The add test was whether the 
procedure adopted in any particu¬ 
lar case was such as to taint the 
resulting evidence. It was. the 
court would stress, necessary to 
preserve equality of arms so that 
facilities were not made available 
to the prosecution which were not 
made available to the defence. 

On the prosecution side there 
was no reason to distinguish 
between police and non-police 
witnesses. They should be treated 
the same. 

The procedure adapted in the 
present case involved no impropri¬ 
ety or unfairness, ft was not such 
as to taint the resulting evidence. 
There was nothing which nmdered 
the convictions unsafe. 

However, the growing use of 
video evidence merited detailed 
consideration of such evidence by 
the appropriate authorities with a 
view, after necessary consultation, 
to devising a code of good practice. 

Solicitors: Crown Prosecution 
Service, Leeds. 


Henderson v Temple Her Co 
Ltd 

Before Lord Justice Beldam and 
Mrs Justice Bracewell 
(Judgment April 23| 

On a true construction of section 
14(3) of the Limitation Act 1980 a 
plaintiff was fixed with construc¬ 
tive knowledge which her solicitors 
ought to have acquired. 

The Court of Appeal so held in 
allowing an appeal by the defen¬ 
dants. Temple Pier Co Ltd. from 
the dismissal by Judge Simpson at 
thye Mayors and City of London 
County Court on October 21. 1997 
of their application for an order 
that the cause of action of tbe 
plaintiff; Miss Gennifer Hender¬ 
son, was, inter alia, statute barred 
pursuant to section II of the I960 
ACL 

Mr Gary Burrell QC and Mr 
Jacob Levy for the defendants; Mr 
David Bafeombe for the plaintiff. 

MRS JUSTICE BRACEWELL 
that on January 28. 1993 Miss 
Henderson allegedly slipped and 
fell on boarding a ship, the St 
Katharine, moored by Temple Pier 
on the Victoria Embankment, 
thereby sustaining injuries. 

By particulars of claim dated 
April 30, 1997 she rlaimed dam¬ 
ages against the defendants, the 
owners and occupiers of the vesseL 
The particulars of claim antici¬ 
pated the defendants might raise 
die defence that the claim was 

statute barred under section 11 and 
averred that tbe plaintiff's date of 
knowledge of the identify of the 
defendants was not more than 
three years prior to the commence¬ 
ment of the action. Particulars 
were given that until July 1994 the 
plaintiff did not know that (he 
defendants were the owners and 
occupiers of the vesseL 

Judge Simpson found that the 
plaintiff instructed solicitors (not 
her present solicitors! to act on her 
behalf on or about February 2. 
1993. He also found that those 
solicitors had not provided a 
competent service and identified 
the correct issue to be determined, 
namely whether a plaintiff who 
had instructed solidlors was fixed 
with their deficiencies and con¬ 
cluded that she did not have 
constructive knowledge. 

The appeal concerned the proper 
construction of the 1980 Act and 
whether section 14(3) fixed the 
plaintiff with constructive know¬ 
ledge which her solicitors ought to 
have acquired. 

The plaintiff relied on section 
14(3) which provided: “For the 
purposes of this, section a person's 
knowledge indudes knowledge 
which he might reasonably bave 
been expected to acquire ...(b) 
from facts ascertainable by him 
with the help of medical or other 
appropriate expert advice which it 
is reasonablefor him to seek; but a 
person shall not be fixed under this 
subsection with knowledge of a 
fact ascertainable only with the 


help of expert advice so Jong as be 

has taken all reasonable steps to 
obtain (and. where appropriate, to 
act on) that advice." 

It was accepted by Judge Simp¬ 
son that the phrase "medical or 
other appropriate expert advice" 
included legal advice from a 
solicitor. It was however plain that 
the proviso to section I4(3)(b) which 
protected a plaintiff from being 
fixed with knowledge ascertain¬ 
able only with the help of expert 
advice was limited to knowledge of 
facts as opposed to law. 

The question for determination, 
whether a solicitor was an expert 
within the meaning of section 
14(3)(b) and the proviso for the 
purposes of collecting facts had not 
been determined in any judgment 
binding on the Court of Appeal. 
Nevertheless, the matter had been 
the subject of judicial consid¬ 
eration ax first instance and also by 
obiter dicta in decisions of the 
Court of Appeal. 

In Foweil v National Coetl 
Board. (The Times May 28, 1986) 
Lord Justice Parker stated obiter 
dicta that a party's solicitor was 
not an "expen" wixhm the meaning 
of section 14(3)04. Thai provision 
was directed to experts in the sense 
of "expert witnesses". 

Sir George Waller concurred 
and added that in his opinion 
"experr advice in section 14(3) 
meant advice which would estab¬ 
lish by expert means the chain of 
causation of the damages suffered 


by the plaintiff. 

Although the headline of The 
Times report stated: "Sotiafor xs 
not an expert for Limitation Act 
purposes" it was dear from me 
transcript that the opinions ex¬ 
pressed. although entitled to great 
weight, woe not part of the rano 
decidendi. 

Mr Justice Hidden also consid¬ 
ered the position of an advising 
solicitor under section I4(3)(b) in 
Nash v Eli LUlv {1991J 2 Med LR 
169). He said: “My conclusion is 
therefore that there is no binding 
authority on whether fads 
ascertainab le by 3 plaintiff with 
the help of legal advice come 
within or without tbe terms of 
section 14(3)(b). For my pan 1 
doubt whether in most ordinary 
circumstances they da" 

In considering that question the 
form of section 14 was significant. 
It defined the date of knowledge by 
reference to the date the plaintiff 
first acquired knowledge of 
particular but excluded as 
irrelevant knowledge whether acts 
gave rise to breach of duty. 

It then provided that a plaintiff 
was to be taken to have knowledge 
which he could reasonably be 
expect e d to acquire with the help of 
expen advice but if he had taken 
all reasonable steps to obtain the 
appropriate advice he was not 
fixed with knowledge of a fact 
“anfy obtainable with expert 
advice". 

There could be circumstances in 


which a person bringing an action 
for personal injuries might need 
expert advice to identify the defen¬ 
dant in the sense of identifying the 
person answerable in law for his 
injuries. _ 

For example, he might need 
expert advice whether foe claim 
should be brought against the 
occupier, employer, co ntractor , or 
individual. Having identified the 
person or persons standing in the 
appropriate relationship to ave 
rise to a duty, the naming of the 
party would not, save in the most 
exceptional circumstances, be a 
fact ascertainable “only with the 
help of expert advice". 

That was demonstrated by the 
facts in the present case. Once th e 
name of the ship was correctly 
spelt, an inquiry to tbe Depart¬ 
ment of Transport on July 19.1994 
produced details of the ownership 
of the St Katharine within a week. 
It was not therefore, to adapt the 
words of Sir George Waller in 
Foweil v NCB. a fact which could 
only be established by expert 
means. . _ , 

Her Ladyship was satisfied that 
on the proper construction of 
section 14(3) of the 1980 Act the 
plaintiff was fixed with construc¬ 
tive knowledge which her soHdtors 
ought to have acquired and she 
would allow the appeal. 

Lord Justice Beldam agreed. 

Solicitors: Shaw & Croft; S. 
Rutter & Co. who did not appear 
below. 


Interpretation of witness’s 
evidence admissible 


Regina v Duffy 

Before Lord Justice Evans, Mr 
Justice Curtis. Mr Justice Forbes 
[Reasons April 7] 

Where a physically handicapped 
witness could be understood by 
only one person who interpreted in 
a videotaped police interviews 
what the witness was saying and 
subsequently wrote a transcript of 
whai was said, the video and 
statement were admissible 
evidence. 

Tbe COurt of Appeal, Criminal 
Division, so held in giving reasons 
for allowing on March 6 the 
appeal of Paula Duffy against her 
conviction on May 23, 1997 at 
Manchester Crown Court (Judge 
Rhys Davies. QC and a jury) of 
manslaughter and robbery. 

Paula Duffy and her co-accused. 
Christopher Hannon, were con¬ 
victed or the manslaughter of 
Martin Coyne senior and sen¬ 
tenced to 15 years imprisonment. 

Mr Martin Cqyne junior, the 
deceased’s son. witnessed the kill¬ 
ing. He was physically handi¬ 
capped with very poor power of 
speech and the only person ca¬ 


pable of understanding him was a 
social worker. Mr Gerard Evans. 

Mr Evans attended a interview 
video recorded in a police station 
and asked Mr Coyne questions 
and confirmed his interpretation of 
the answers for the benefit of the 
camera. He subsequently com¬ 
piled a transcript of the interview. 

The judge accepted that the 
video amounted to a document 
within section 230) of the Criminal 
Justice Act 1968. as it was dear that 
Mr Coyne would not be able to 
attend court and give evidence. 

However, he refused leave to 
admit the recording or the tran¬ 
script on the grounds that the 
video recording was of very poor 
quality and the fact that it needed 
translation by the interviewer 
meant h was effectively Mr Ev¬ 
ans’S evidence of what be inter¬ 
preted Mr Coyne as having said. 

Mr Roger Farley. QC assigned 
by the Registrar of C riminal 
Appeals, for foe appellant; Mr 
Howard Bentham, QC for the 
Crown. 

LORD JUSTICE EVANS staled 
that the video was a document 


within section 23(1) of the 1988 Act 
and was therefore admissible as 
first hand hearsay evidence and 
although most of the evidence 
given by Mr Coyne was in¬ 
comprehensible to all but Mr 
Evans, he was in a position akin to 
a translator who could have given 
admissible evidence of his inter¬ 
pretation of what the witness was 
saying in the interview. 

Taken in isolation, the transcript 
of foe interview made by Mr 
Evans was not admissible, as it 
was not a document coming within 
section 23 of the Act, as Mr CGryne 
had neither signed nor approved it 
as a correct record of his evidence. 

Hfis Lordship said, however, that 
foe transcript was akin to foe notes 
a witness made at the time of an 
event and referred to later. 

The judge should have consid¬ 
ered the video and transcript 
together, which left no doubt as to 
Mr Coyne's evidence and should 
therefore bave been admitted to 
foe jury, subject to foe judge's 
discretion under section 26 of foe 
Acl 

Solicitors: Crown Prosecution 
Service, Manchester. 
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enfley’s first all-new engine for nearly 60 years wafts the Amage to 60mph in six seconds, helped by suspension that adapts to the driver, along with computer-controlled sports transmission, braking and stability control sysj^ 
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By Jeeves, the first new model in decades is 


in a different league, says Eve-Ann Prentice 

B entley’s first all-new model Even former Formula One worl 
for 33 years is the strong champion and Bentley-owner, Nigi 
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B entley’s first all-new model 
for 33 years is the strong 
silent type — and a gentle¬ 
man to boot With all the 
quick-witted discretion of Jeeves, the 
Bentley Amage is adept at getting out 
of tight comers with speed and 
panache. 

The £145.000 car, which was 
unveiled at a lavish launch in Le 
Mans last weekend, marks Bentley :s 
first formal collaboration with BMW. 
The ferociously powerful 4.5-litre V8 
turbocharged engine — the first 
completely new Bentley engine for 
nearly 60 years — was jointly 
developed with the German car 
giant The Bentley was unveiled as 
BMW was battling against rival 
3 ;AtoIkswagen lo buy v Benttey and 
Rolls-Royce from parent company 
Vickers. Experts from Cosworth. also 
owned by Vickers, were called in to 
help with the turbocharger design. 

The Amage is namea after a tight 
comer at Le Mans, scene of Bentley’s 
glory days on the racing circuit in toe 
192%. and it has that indefinable 
aroma of money. Open the door to its 
predictably lavish interior and the 
warm whiff of leather greets you. 
Slide into the driving seat, start it. 
and the response is so quiet that in 
any other car you would think the 
starter had not engaged. 

Then as you move oft feel the 
pulling power beneath toe four-door 
saloon’s smooth, sleek lines as the 
engine shrugs off toe effort of 
accelerating from 060 m 6-2 seconds. 
“Our brief was to create toe world’s 
most exhilarating four-door driving 
experience,” says Rob Oldaker, the 
car's project development director. 


Even former Formula One world 
champion and Bentley-owner, Nigel 
Mansell, and veteran Grand Prix 
driver Gerhard Berger tried hard to 
shake toe Amage’s complacency as 
they put the car through its paces at 
toe launch. New double wishbone 
suspension, computer-controlled 
sports transmission, braking and 
stability control systems, and a steel 
bodyshell that is 65 per cent stiffer 
than its predecessor all help to give 
toe Amage spectacular roadholding. 

Attention to detail is phenomenal. 
The suspension adjusts within 
l/100th of a second to adapt ro the 
road and the way toe motorist is 
driving: and ignition and fuel injec¬ 
tion are individually controlled for 
each cylinder, .. 

Testimony ro toe Amage's road- 
hugging skills came from one of the 
potential customers at the launch: “In 
a new Rolls you can hear the leather 
creak, and they always tell you it is 
the hide settling down. In the Amage 
there is utter silence and that is 
because the car is so rigid that the 
leather doesn’t move at all" 

The Amage took three years to 
develop and is being produced at a 
new purpose-built £40 million plant 
at Bentley’S headquarters in Crewe 
And for toe first time in the compa¬ 
ny's history, toe body is to be 
assembled at Crewe. 

Scores of people have already pur 
their names down to buy the Amage 
according to spokesman. Richard 
Charlesworth. Most are European, 
but toe new model is also likely to 
find homes in Japan, toe Middle 
East, Australia and America. 

Graham Morris. Bentley’s chief 


Eve-Ann Prentice and veteran grand prix racer Gerhard Berger enjoy the lavishly appointed interior 


executive and toe only staff member 
to have a Bentley as a company car. 
described the Amage as “the most 
exciting new Bentley motor car for 
decades, with all toe handling of a 
coupe in a four-door saloon”. 
Oldaker said: The feel is of a 
sharper, smaller and more nimble 
Bentley." 

The car is also 6 per cent lighter 
and 135 per cent more fuel-efficient 
than the Turbo RT which it replaces, 
and which ceased production last 
December. 


T o mark toe launch. 50 own¬ 
ers of older Bentleys were 
invited to bring along their 
venerable Cricklewood, Der¬ 
by and Crewe-built machines and 
take turns with 50 new Amages to lap 
the Le Mans circuit 
The swelling of pride in toe breasts 
of the owners of the older Bentleys 
was palpable as they made repeated 
circuits of a windy and at times 
shower-drenched Le Mans. Most 
dressed for the occasion in period 
clothes, and some convertible-owners 
offered their passengers car blankets 
and goggles. Caravan-pufling Cit¬ 
roen drivers gazed in awe at the 
procession as ir weaved along the 
section of the circuit that takes place 
on public roads normally dosed off 
for the 24-hour race. 


ARNAGE 


Engine: All-aluminium 
twin-turbo 45-litre 350bhp V8. 
Five-speed automatic with 
sports mode. 

Equipment: Driver and 
front passenger airbags. Anti- 
trap windows. Traction 
assistance and stability 
regulation. ABS brakes. 
Air-conditioning. Self-dimming 
mirrors that dip on selection 
of reverse gear. Wilton carpets. 
Sophisticated sound and 
security systems. 

Performance: 060 in 6 2 
seconds: 600 in 3 seconds. 

Fad consumption: Urban 
12rapg; extra urban 2I5mpg; 
combined I6.7mpg. 

Price: £145.000. 


About 900 potential buyers from 
across the world were also invited, 
and a straw poll among toe 
priveleged few who can afford the 
new Bentley suggested they have 
been won over. 

Owners of the older Bentleys were 
enthusiastic. “It is superbly engi¬ 
neered and the suspension and road¬ 
holding are fantastic," said Peter 


Sussman who had driven with his 
wife. Valerie, from England to the 
race circuit south of Paris in their 
1970 Bentley TI. “If you take toe new 
car around comers ar 60-70mph. it 
doesn’t move and you don’t feel any 
body roll." 

So what else do you get for your 
money? As with all Bentleys, there 
are Connolly hide seats. Wilton 
carpets, veneer woodwork, smooth 
chromed switches and elaborate 
stitchwork. It takes more than 150 
man-hours to make a complete set of 
fascia, waist-rails and trim. 

A sporty feel for such a large car 
comes from a small, thick four-spoke 
steering wheel that carries the cruise- 
control switch. 

The front seats, with heaters of 
course, are adjustable on four planes 
and the driver’s seat is memory- 
linked to toe steering wheel and 
exterior mirrors. 

There are 6500 spot welds on toe 
new Bentley — said to be more than 
any other car on toe market—and a 
ten-stage painting process. 

The sort of person who is likely to 
buy the new Bentley is likely to own 
five or six luxury cars, and a quarter 
will own a yacht They also tend not 
to pay For their cars outright, but use 
some form of contract leasing. 

“It’s not the drip of HP. just good 
business sense," says Charlesworth. 


■ WALTER OWEN 
BENTLEY was the 
youngest of nine children, and 
was 16 before he rode in a 
motor car. When young, his 
favourite form of transport 
was toe steam train. 

Bentley trained as a railway 
engineer, but while working 
in Doncaster bought himself a 
motorcycle and began racing 
at Brooklands. After taking a 
job with a cab company he 
turned to cars and bought 
himsetfa Riley. 

Before starting his car com¬ 
pany in 1919. Bentley de¬ 
signed rotary aero engines 
during the First World War. 

When Bentley first heard of 
the Le Mans 24-hour race, 
which was inaugurated in 
1923. be thought it was an 
absurd idea and was con¬ 
vinced no car would finish 
such a test Until 1927. cars 
had to run through the open¬ 
ing phase with hoods erected. 

The new Bentley Amage is 
named after a tricky right- 
hand bend on toe Le Mans 
circuit, where in toe 1920s cars 
designed by Bentley buOt 
their worldwide reputation by 


winning the gruelling, 
race five times, the la? 
successive years. ’ 

In 1928 the comer w 
one of Bendey’s mos 
taking moments. Tin 
toe legendary Ben tie 
had cut away the 
remnants of a punch 
and continued on a I 
at over 70raph until tl 
cracked under pressu 
bend. 

A wheel change to 
than three hours — bt 
still managed to finis 
his teammate Woolf 
went on to win. 

Much of Benttey’: 
activity was func 
Bamsto. a millionair 
driver, but despi 
marque's many triun 
company folded in 1 
was bought by RoDs- 

W.O. Bentley wen 
join Lagonda, where 
engine powered one 
great cars of the 1930s 
worked on the co 
postwar six-cylinder- 1 
which was developed~~ 
er Aston Martin's sj 
frig cars of the 1950s. 



W. O. Bentley, centre, celebrates the 3-litre Be 
victory at Le Mans in 1924 along with his winnin 
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Norton’s 225mph Nemesis sparks pitched bike bai 



John Naish on the battle of words 
over a startling British machine 


Spoitscar chib has new HQ and an expanded programme 

■a. t „ Lnmo perhaps the dub’s most ap 

N PW ilOlTIC pealing event to drivers is th 

first of toe season, to' 
r At . irintQQP Pomeroy Trophy in whicl 

IOr VlilUlgC care from a 1911 Knox througl 
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■ TH F Vintage Sports- handicapping system. 

rar thS dedicated The VSCCs new headquar- 
SjSSSwtollne iers is at The Old Post Office. 

SSEE.-3 afi&aa * 

SSsSSsS Bexhill bash 

new headquarters in _ Chip- the BEXHILL Festival 


perhaps the dub’s most ap¬ 
pealing event to drivers is the 
first of toe season, toe 
Pomeroy Trophy in which 
rare from a 1911 Knox through 
Le Mans Bentleys to a brand 
new Porsche Boxster compete 
directly under a fiendish 
handicapping system. 

The VSCCs new headquar¬ 
ters is at The Old Post Office. 
West Street Chipping Nor¬ 
ton, Oxon 0(608 644777. 


ping Norton, Oxfordshire. 

P TTie 6^00-strong club has 
also expanded £ pragma 

WgWi^b^g^meetingat 

the track which hosts tne 

British Grand Prix- _ 

B At Ss Silverstone meeeting 

» r^ in vS 

included Pp* _ and 


■ THE BEXHILL Festival 
of Motoring, held to 
commemorate Britain’s first 
motor race, staged in the town 
in 1902, is on tomorrow and 
Monday- Stirling Moss opens 
the even! and competitors 
range from dragsters to a 
collection of rare Elva racing 
cars produced locally in the 
1950s and 60s. Ring 01424 
730564 for information. 

And next weekend, toe 


■■ 


included . suPJJ" ^ And next weekend, toe 
Bugattis. ony Morg^ Spring Autpjumble takes place 

spedals^^^ich is ai the National Motor Muse- 
en's 1928 R*jy’,Tj. pp um at Beaulieu, Hampshire. 

But telephone: 0ISW6.2M5. 


I t used to be easy to create a 
row with a Norton — just 
fit open exhaust pipes to 
one of its legendary big 1970s 
Commando twins and it 
would rattle windows a mile 
away. Nowadays it is even 
easier — you don’t even have 
to turn the ignition key. 

The latest episode in the 
saga of this revered but trou¬ 
ble! British marque has un¬ 
folded with the launch of 
Norton’s astonishing new V8- 
engined Nemesis, which the 
makers claim will hit an 
unprecedented 225mph and 
produce 280bhp, almost twice 
as much as today’s crop of 
rocketship sportsbikes. 

But a row has broken out 
even before the bike — 
launched as toe flagship of a 
new British-built range — has 
turned a wheel in anger. 

For this machine, launched 
collaboratively by the Canadi¬ 
an owners of toe Norton 
Motors name and the British- 
based March firm, is not toe 
only new Norton on the block. 
When Norton Motors UK 
went acrimoniously bust in 
1995, some of the trademarks 
were bought up. 

German Joe Siefert, who 
now owns toe rights to the 
Norton name in mainland 
Europe, is already malting his 
own Norton-badged light¬ 
weight motorbike, launched 
late Iasi year using a Swiss 
6O0cc single-cylinder engine in 
a specialist-built British 
frame. The first ten 115mph 
bikes have now been complet¬ 
ed to celebrate toe marque* 
centenary this year. Thus was 
the stage set for a battle of toe 


twin Nortons, and mud is 
beginning to fly across the 
English Channel. 

Norton International, toe 
newly formed makers of the 
British Special Equipment 
Nemesis bike, priced at a 
heady £30.000, say it will use 
Fbrmula One car engine and 
suspension technology to pro¬ 
duce its stupendous power. 
But Mr Siefert is scathingly 
sceptical: “1 don’t believe it will 
ever hit 225mph,” he says. “No 
tyre manufatturer has any¬ 
thing that will stand it There 
aren’t brakes to cope either, 
and I have doubts about toe 
engine. Who wants to go that 
speed anyway?" 



Newly launched Nemesis looks the part but its German counterpart is scathing 


N orton International, 
meanwhile. has 
slapped writs on Mr 
Siefert trying to prevent him 
building his Nortons in the 
UK, and to stop him writing 
his website in English. “My 
lawyer says I have nothing to 
fear," says a defiant Siefert 
While Siefert argues there is 
little of substance yet beneath 
the Nemesis’s beautifully flow¬ 
ing bodywork, its designer Ai 
MeUing, who says he has 
designed engines for British 
carmaker TVR. is adamant the 
world is about to witness a 
new era in motorbike design. 

‘’Siefert does not know what 
we are doing,"he says. "This is 
the real Norton — it has a 
magnesium V8engine with Fl- 
style press-button gearchange 
and clutch, and an active 
suspension system to help 
prevent wfteebes under all toe 
power." 

Specific production details 


are currently less dear, how¬ 
ever. “Special tyres are under 
development with a manufac¬ 
turer we cannot name." 
MeUing says. “All toe engines 
for the new Norton range, 
which will include a 1500cc V8 
cruiser and four-cylinder 
900cc and 750cc sportsbikes. 
are under development, and 


we have already run two 
engines — including toe 750 
version—though I don’t want 
to go into it more than that" 
To toe relief of road-safety 
campaigners. MeUing ac¬ 
knowledges that toe Nemesis 
is planned as a headline¬ 
grabbing piece of exotica to 
emphasise Norton’s techno¬ 


logical skills and reflect glory 
on to toe rest of its new range, 
which will revive famous Nor¬ 
ton names such as Manx and 
Commando: “We want to 
launch toe company with the 
first bike to break toe 200mph 
barrier. But 1 don’t envisage 
anyone opening it up on toe 
sums — it is going to take 


pride of place in 
garages and boardroo 
be used to zap down,to 
on Sunday mornings 
also be a great investn 
Current European 
rules enable countpe 
strict registration of bi 
during more than 16CH 
an EU spokesmans 
France does so. The , 
mem of Transport saj 
no problem with a i 
producing nearly t&ri 
that much — so put 
Nemesis on the road 
toe ultimate test of flu 
and counterclaims. 

B ut Norton Inten 
faces a tough ta 
ing to its tight s 

for this frontier-break 
cept Bob Haynes, 
manager of the old 
factory at Shenstone. 
the new bikes are st 
assembled, says: “Th 
could mean a lot of» 
which is great but i 
team wants to get into 
tion by September, l 
might take us a yea 
ready, however, an 
would be pushing it." 
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Cadillac UK launch May 14th - Book your test drive today. 




The first ever right hand drive Cadillac Sevilles will arrive in the UK in May. Silky 305bhp V8, unrivalled luxury and equipment, O A C £f\ 1 2121 
leather upholstery, 8 speaker 425 watt hi-fi, electronic traction control. Call now and be the first to drive the ultimate Luxury car. V/U ly 
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be daft enou gh to hit the road this bank holiday, but the rest of us should be able to drive our cars unhindered by bike paths 
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B ank Holiday weekends 
are a perfect excuse to get 
5“ family bicycles out of 
the shed, check them for 

ar ajid tear, pump up the tyres 

in the saddle while fresh-air 
Passes before the eyes, 
nce at the car. put the bicycles 
* in the shed and drive to spend 
•weekend at a place that would 
k taken a fortnight to reach by 

*Io need to feel ashamed: bicy- 
i. much like shrubs, are all the 
ter for a bit of attention, but 
y do not need much. If you 
add fetch up at lunchtime in a 
S-ale pub where they play trad 
z on CD and have a massive 
2e rack round the back, you can 
tays talk loudly about how you 
ent the morning servicing the 
yde". This should put the 
fing fascists off your trail while 
i sneak to the car park. 


DRIVEN TO 
DISTRACTION 



Peter 

Barnard 


I bought a bike last year, and 
several of you wrote to say that it 
was about rime. One reader sard, 
more knowingly, that he too had 
bought a bike but could not, off 
hand, remember where he had left 
it. This was never going to happen 
to me, but never is a surprisingly 
short journey away, even by bike. 


Somehow the weather, the circum¬ 
stances. the time, the relative 
positions of the moon and sun. the 
condition of my biceps, a sudden 
crisis in the ihin-oil market... 
somehow things weighed against 
constant use of the machine. 

The fact has to be faced that the 
British are not a nation of cyclists. 
There is a nation of cyclists, but 
they are called the Dutch. And 
there is a reason: the Dutch live in 
the Netherlands and the Nether¬ 
lands is flat. In fact the Nether¬ 
lands was given two names, the 
other one bong Holland, to com¬ 
pensate for its lack of height 
Britain is not flat The flattest parts 
of Britain, such as Essex and East 
Anglia, would have a Dutch cyclist 
hiring a sherpa and establishing 
base camp. 

You would think that the people 
who inhabit highways depart¬ 
ments in Britain would look out of 
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the window sufficiently often to 
notice that the land was about as 
suited to the promotion of bicycles 
as Saddam Hussein is to the 
promotion of Kurdish rights. Yet 
there are increasing signs that 
highway planners do not have 
windows and never go out 
Bicycle lanes are the latest fad 
among these types. They are 
appearing all over the country. I 


happen to spend most of my time 
in the South Hams, to which pan 
of Devon large numbers of people 
travel on weekends such as this. 
There is a busy but attractive road 
called the A369 which links the 
South Hams to Plymouth and all 
but the last few miles of this 
journey is on a twisting, single¬ 
carriageway road. 

The last part is dual carriage¬ 


way: or it was until recently. Over¬ 
production in the white-paint in¬ 
dustry has meant that the local 
highways people hare had to use 
up vast quantities of the sniff 
before it goes off. so they have been 
busy painting hatchings as a 
means of turning the dual car¬ 
riageway into a single carriageway 
phis bicycle lane. 'Hie paint sepa¬ 
rates cars from bikes. But thereare 


no bikes, or there are hardly any. 
The dual carriageway was origi¬ 
nally built because the highways 
people thought that it was needed 
for cars. Now they are saying it is 
not needed for cars: so were they 
wrong then, or are they wrong 
now? 

The real reason for the bicyde 
lane, in this case and in countless 
other examples around the coun¬ 
try, has nothing to do with 
bicycles. Cars are being shoe- 
homed from two lanes into one as 
a means of slowing them down 
and thus (a dubious claim) reduc¬ 
ing acddents. Having decided to 
cut one lane, coundls had to detide 
what to do with the spare Tarmac 
clearly they decided that giving 
part of it to cydists would look 
terribly green. 

But far from making cyclists 
safe, they are exposing them to 
greater risk. There is a point on all 
these schemes where the road 
width reverts to a normal single- 
carriageway road and the cycle 
lane therefore disappears. So cy¬ 
clists. encouraged on to the road by 
the cycle lane, now find themselves 
back on a normal road, 
millimetres from the wheels of 
juggernauts. Anyone who thinks 
that is a safe policy has let too 
much white painr get into their 
afternoon tea. 


Volvo’s new muscle 
looks good topless 


VOLVO’S bid to bury its 
image as purveyor of 
cars to antique dealers 
te middle classes is to get 
er boost in the shape of a 
ig new CTO convertible, 
rally shown to joumal- 
a launch in Arizona, it is 
heduled to arrive in UK 
ooms until January next 
But it is an excellent 
t to current Volvo 
ng- 

h-performance saloon 
stett variants like the 
4 «Ad the even quicker 
fS have already intro- 
Votvo owners to more 
d motoring. Now, with 
: open-top version of the 
it CTO Coupe, Volvo is 
head to head with the 
if the new Mercedes CLK 


Convertible CTO 
blows away 

David Long 

cabriolet — although the 
Swedes are keen to stress that 
their car will be the more 
exclusive of the two. with no 
more than 1.000 destined for 
the UK each year. 

This is by no means a cheap 
car (one of Saab’s best-selling 
if less eye-catching convert¬ 
ibles could save you £10,00(9 
but its good looks are matched 
by an excellent interior with 
high equipment levels and a 
powerful 14-speaker audio 
system as good as any factory 
set-up I've heard. 


Two versions are planned: 
the 23-litre. Whose light-pres¬ 
sure turbo engine gives a top 
speed of 131mph, and a 240bhp 
T5 variant with a smaller 23- 
litre engine but larger turbo, 
which has a top speed in 
excess of I45mph. Both are 
fivescylinder engines, with a 
choice of five-speed manual or 
four-speed automatic. 

Either with the top up or 
down, this is one of die best¬ 
looking full four-seater con¬ 
vertibles around, it is also 
possibly the safest; the stan¬ 
dard front and side airbags 
and side-impact protection 
system are complemented by a 
roll-over protection system — 
two spring-loaded steel hoops 
behind the rear head re¬ 
straints that shoot up within 


VOLVO C70 


Engine: Five-cylinder 
2.43SCC. 190bhp. 
Performance: 

0-60mph. 8J secs; 
max speed Blmph. 
Economy: Urban 
22mpg, extra urban 
30m pg. combined 
26mpg. 

Equipment: Alloy 
wheels, electric windows 
and mirrors, remote 
centra] locking. 
14-speaker CD. 

Price: £34.000. 


milliseconds of the car's on¬ 
board computers detecting im¬ 
minent trouble. 

Together with considerable 
structural reinforcement to the 
windscreen pillars and an 
impact-absorbing horseshoe 
of steel around the passenger 
compartment, these systems 
should do much to reassure 
anyone who has difficulty 





Roll-over protection adds Swedish safety to soft-top style 


reconciling safety with cabrio¬ 
let style. 

Lowering the roof could not 
be simpler, for it is a genuine 
one-finger operation: a push¬ 
button drops the roof beneath 
a solid tonneau cover in just 25 
seconds. Reassuringly for 
Brits considerinp adding their 
names to the wafting list this is 
a good all-weather car. though 


rearward visibility is slightly 
impaired when the roof is up. 

Driven on good fast roads 
the CTO Convertible feds re¬ 
fined, well-balanced and se¬ 
cure. On broken Tarmac some 
scuttle shake is evident, but in 
general the additional bracing 
put in place to compensate for 
the roof-chop keeps everything 
feeling solid 


COMPANY CAR DRIVER COMPETITION 


■ THE WINNERS of a 
regional heat in our 
search to find the nation’s best 
company car driver have beat¬ 
en last year’s overall champi¬ 
on, Stephen Robson. 

But history repeated itself 
for one of the two finalists to 
emerge from the Macclesfield 
heats of The 77/Tjes/Lease 
Plan Company Car Driver of 
the Year competition. 

Stuart Lawrence, a mineral 
surveyor from Shrewsbury, 
triumphed at the same venue 
last year. Now he and Mike 
Casson. of Equitable Life in 
Newcastle, go through to the 
finals at Silverstone on June 
26. and have the chance of 
winning a trip to the Italian 
Grand Prix. 

“Last year I made a mess of 
the motorway lane-switching 
at the finals, but I know what 
to expect this year." said Mr 
Lawrence, who worts for 
Carter Jonas and came ninth 
in last year’s finals. 



Winner Stuart Lawrence 

Nearly 50 company drivers 
from 16 firms took part in last 
week's Macclesfield heat But 
it was the cadence braking 
through traffic cones that 
proved the undoing of several 
competitors, according to a 
spokesman for Drive Tech, 
the driver-training company 
whose instructors are judging 
the contest 
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Savers stunned 
when accounts 
are changed 
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MONEY 


The couple whose 
windfall will ring 
wedding bells 



Home income plans were tainted by scandal in the 1980s. Karen Woolfson looks at their re-emergence 


If you cash in on your 
home, do it safely 


MICK YOUNG 


Ms?. 


«I 


E lderly people are being 
tempted back into home 
income plans despite the 
scandal over risky 
schemes sold in the late Eighties 
which left thousands of pensioners 
burdened with debt. 

' Home income plans help retired 
jaeopte to unlock cash from the value 
of their homes to pay for repairs or 
to help with bills. A number of 


different schemes are suitable for 
varying circumstances. 

Rising property values mean that 
there may be as much as £900 bil- 
[ion o f equity that could be unlocked 
from people's homes. At the same 
tune, the number of elderly people 
living on small pensions and limired 
savings is increasing. For these, the 
chance to raise some money from 
their homes could mean a much- 


improved standard of living. How¬ 
ever, many are deterred by the fear 
that they will leave less to their fami¬ 
lies when they die, though home 
income firms say they receive most 
inquiries from children concerned 
about their parents' lack of cash. 

Wc explain the advantages and 
disadvantages of surrendering pan 
of the value of your home in return 
for some extra rash. 





Window of opportunity: Life changed for Leonard and Joan Clark 


S ix years ago, Leonard and Joan Clark had big financial worries. They 
were struggling to maintain their maisonette in Surrey and to pay the 
service charge bills on a state pension of around £93 a week. Mr Clark 
said “We were left with nothing for entertainment, going out to dinner or 
going on holiday, and running a car was proving very expensive." 

He saw an advert in a newspaper for home income plans and phoned 
Hinton & Wilde, independent financial advisers, who advised them to 
take out a policy with Carlyle Life Assurance which they did in December 
1992. Their two-bedroom maisonette was valued at E60.000 and they sold 
79 per cent to Carlyle Life in return for a joint life annuity fixed at £1.680 
per year minus a peppercorn rent of £12 per annum. This gave them a 
monthly income of 039 per month to top up their state pension. “Our 
lives changed completely. We had no more financial arguments." 

A couple of months ago, they sold another 16 per cent for £3,500 to 
replace windows and doors. Mr Clark says: “We have a roof over our 
. heads until we pass away and then ills no longer our worry." 


How did die home income 
plan scandal happen? 

The home income plan scan¬ 
dal caused incalculable dis¬ 
tress to thousands of pensioners, 
many of whom died before receiv¬ 
ing compensation. For many, the 
struggle for restitution goes on. 

Some of the most high-risk types 
of plans have been outlawed, 
investment bond schemes, banned 
in 1990. promised enough income 
to pay oft the interest on the loan 
and provide an income for life. 
These schemes were sold by finan¬ 
cial advisers who arranged for 
clients to take out mortgages from 
building societies. The cash from 
these loans went into investment 
bonds supposedly designed to pay 
an income and cover the interest on 
die debt But after the stock market 
crash of 1987 and poor performance 
over the next few years, the bonds 
quickly lost value, while house 
prices slumped, leaving victims 
with a growing debt that could not 
be repaid by cashing in the bond. 


founded by Cecil Hinton, of Hinton 
& Wild, a firm of brokers. 

Ship members guarantee com¬ 
plete security of tenure with the 
right to live in the property for life; 
freedom to move, so if circumstan¬ 
ces change you can find a suitable 
alternative property; and a cash 
sum or regular income payment, 
with the assurance that money will 
not be put into high-risk invest¬ 
ments. No scheme will be finalised 
until your solicitor has certified 
that the principal terms of the con¬ 
tract have been explained to you. 

How do borne income plans 
work? 

The three main types of plan 
are; reversion schemes, annu¬ 
ity-based schemes and shared- 
appreciation mortgages (Sams), the 
newest type of scheme. Some 
involve giving up all or part of the 
ownership of your home. 

The older you are, the greater the 
benefits from the scheme. A num¬ 
ber of mortgage lenders, including 
Halifax, also offer equity-release 
schemes, giving loans of 15-30 per 
cent of a property's value. 



SI 


How can 1 protect myself if I 
want a home income plan? 
Safe Home Income Plans 
(Ship) was launched by a 
group of four specialist groups in 
die aftermath of the scandal. Its 
members include Stalwart Assur¬ 
ance. Allchurches Life. Home & 
Capital Trust and Carlyle Life who 
drew up a code to protect investors 
from fear of losing the roof over 
their heads or finding their income 
dwindling to a pittance. Ship was 


Will I gel lax relief? Could 
my benefits be affected? 
Those taking out home in¬ 
come plans receive a special 
concession allowing the Miras on 
the interest charged on the first 
£30,000 borrowed; this amount is 
doubled for joint applicants if they 
are both at least 75. In addition, 
borrowers receive Miras at 23 per 
cent rather than the decreasing rate 
(10 per cent from April 6) available 
for mortgages to purchase a house. 
If you receive income support or 
council tax benefits, these may be 
reduced or even lost 
■ Allchurches Life 01452-334 973: 
Carlyle life: 01222-371 726; Inves¬ 
tors Compensation Scheme: 0171- 
628 8820: Ship/Hinton & Wild: 
0181-390 8166; Stalwart Assurance: 
01306876 581. 


Join the dub: Max and Marion Greene wanted cash upfront 

Turning asset to cash 

M ax Greene lives with his wife Marion on Hayling Island, near 
Portsmouth. They took out the Home & Capital Reversion plan two 
months ago in order to raise a big lump of cash upfront to splash out in 
their old age. 

Mr Greene said: “You ran put your money into property, the value ran 
increase and you don't have to pay capital gains tax on it We have a 
beautiful asset—our house—and have done the reverse of mortgaging it" 
They have converted their fixed asset, their house, into a current asset, rash. 

Mr Greene adds: “Suddenly we're loaded. We’re done with saving, we’re 
too old for thaL"The Home&Capital scheme gives them four big lumps of 
capital rather than a monthly income and was calculated according to the 
£140,000 valuation of their bungalow. 

They have sold their bungalow in exchange for an initial payment of 
£36,677. Then they will receive another four payments of £10238 each year 
for the next four years, giving them a total sum of £75.629. They will remain 
rent free in their borne as long as they survive and knowing their future 
pay-outs from Home & Capital have been placed in a trust and are secure. 


Receiving 
an income 
after 
assessing 
the odds 


J ohn Cusson was 81 when he and 
his wife decided to take out a 
home income plan eight years ago. 
He had a lot of capital tied up in his 
four-storey terraced house in Chel¬ 
sea worth about £500,000, but not 
enough of an income to afford a 
comfortable retirement. 

He was keen to retire completely 
from his freelance work as a 
business consultant, however, his 
small pension from a permanent 
post he had held in an Australian 
consultancy group for 14 years did 
not provide for the type of living 
standard he wanted. 

He discussed this problem with a 
friend: “I told him my house was 
worth a bob or two and that it 
seemed a pity to live on a small 
income when living in a lovely 
house which we wanted to stay in." 

A few months later. Mr Cusson 
received a letter from his friend 
who enclosed a brochure about 
home income plans from Stalwart 
Assurance. “I rang up Stalwart and 
arranged for someone to come 
round to talk to me about home 
income plans." 

Mr Cusson and his wife derided 
to take out a “reversionary” plan 
which meant selling oft part or all 
of their property to Stalwart in 
return for a lease for the duration of 
the survivor’s lifetime. He chose to 
sell 80 per cent of their property and 
retain the other 20 per cent to pass 
tm to his siblings, giving them a 
monthly income for the rest of their 
lives. His wife has since died but he 
will continue to receive this income 
as long as he survives. 

Since taking out the plan, his 
income has varied as it is linked to 
prices in the property market He 
says: “My income has been slowly 
going up. All insurance is a form of 
betting, an insurance company is 
only a glorified bookmaker, you 
have to weigh up the odds." 
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Since its launch over two years ago this 
Index-Tracking PEP from 
Legal & General has proved that it offers 
PEP investors superb performance 
and value. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share Index. 
This Index reflects the performance of 
ihe entire srockmarket, so il reduces 
the risk of being over-exposed to 
share* which under-perform and lessen 
your return. In fact, a lump sum of 
io.000 invested in this PEP at launch 
would now be worth idO.402* compared 
to just JC9.OT the average UK 
Income & Growth Trust. 

With no initial charges deducted, more 
of your money is invested at the outset 
for maximum growth potential, there 
are no withdrawal fees and with an 
annual management charge of 0.5% - 
die value for money is outstanding. So 
make the most of today's opportunities, 
For further details including 
information on our monthly saving 
option) call now. 
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INVEST 

NOW 

to make the most 
of your final year's 
PEP allowance 
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Legal & General 


0.50% 


74.38% 



NO initial charges 
NO witbdraii'al fee 
0.5% annual management charge 


Visit our ireb site at u u■iv.LautlG.com 
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THE RiGHT PENSION 
ADVICE CAN ENSURE 

A COMFORTABLE FUTURE. 

That'o why Scotlioh Amicable recommend you call IFA Promotion Por a hot of local 
Financial aclvioora who'll criourc. you don l ejet atuch in tlac mud. 

Call free on 08000 151152, 
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SIMPLY THE BEST 

PEP discounts in the UK 
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Don’t miss the boat! 

Last year for new PEP investments. Make the 
most of this final opportunity to invest up to 
£9,000 before 5th April 1999. 


We are a DISCOUNT BROKER which means 
we rebate to investors the commissions of up to 
5% charged when you buy direct or through 
conventional brokers. Our normal £25 handling 
fee win be waived up to 5th April 19199. 

We are INDEPENDENT, so we offer a huge 
range of investment options from all the UK’s 
leading investment companies. 

We are HIGHLY EXPERIENCED - Elson 
Associates has been established since 1987 and 
over 40,000 clients come to ns to arrange their 
PEPS. 

We offer PERSONAL SERVICE in a way that 
continues to reflect our family-founded origins. 

We aim to offer the HIGHEST PEP 
DISCOUNTS IN THE UK. As volume dealers 
in PEPs, we are able to negotiate the very best 
terms for our clients. 



Opening a new PEP? 

Unhappy with the performance of your existing PEP? 
Looking for reduced charges? 

For further information, cut out and return the coupon below to Elson associates, FREEPOST DTI 138, 
Nexus House, 2 Cray Road, Sidcup, Rent DA 14 5BR or alternatively call us free on 


/1 SON 


0500 691790 

www.elson.iii.co.uk 



SSOCIATES 


Name.... 

Address 


Postcode. 
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I am particularly interested in a.(company) PEP. 

Please send me the relevant application form together with the discount infoimation 


The value erf oiv&MflU and any income from them can go doamaswril m pp mrf yra m"y «« grr fawfr rtr b thpw iT PTflrf Cmwmt on levels and reliefs wQ] 
depend on y oar iodhmkul cman ngm as. We do not offer ad vice as lo the suitability of die investments yon bay through us. If you haw any doubt whether an 
investment is writable for you, you should obtain expert advice- Fnllouring r>v nt mff lVi r 't RnH pt Mw wi wwHwt rm 17th March 1998. assamhig the propos a ls 
are passed nuo law as annot m ccd. sahscriDtkms into PfaPs carnet he made whwi IndhriAwI Kavmgg twim u t (|SAf) mmHivwt»» ^ 1999. Existing 

PEP hoMos mil, however, be able to keep their accumulated savings free of inoaoe and capital gains tax and may choose to change PEP manager at any time. 
The tax reliefs for PEPs will minor the tax reliefs for IS As. 


Bid codfTneedsTfaceltft 


T he City Takeover Pane! has just 
celebrated its 30th anniversary. 
So what, you may think. That 
would be a fine tribute to flic success of 
the code of conduct for takeover bids 
♦ha t the early members drew up and 
whkh directors-general seconded from 
corporate finance houses still enforce. 
Apathy is here the voice of contentment 
How different things were before. 
The law of the jungle ruled. CSty mafias 
reigned and the devil took the hindmost 
— usually private investors. Predators 
could gam control by private deals or 
market raids and leave other sharehold¬ 
ers to stew or take a tower price. 

Contests between rival bidders tend¬ 
ed to produce the dirtiest tactics. One 

bidder connived with the target compar 
ay’s board by selling it a large app¬ 
liance business for shares. Rival bidd¬ 
ers for a small textile wholesaler won 
about 45 per cent inch, setting off a 
frantic scramble for stock at prices sev¬ 
eral tunes that paid to other sharehold¬ 
ers. In the rash, more shares were 
bought than existed. 

The code aimed to make sure all 
shareholders and all bidders were 
treated equally. Target companies 
could not unfairly obstruct a bid. But 
they had time to marshal their defence 
w ithm a strict timetable that stopped 
aggressors laying permanent siege. 
Naturally, it took time to persuade 



the haughtier City barons to conform, to 
expand the rules to meet all eventual¬ 
ities and refine them to cover new tricks 
of the trade. But that was surelydooe 
years ago. Actually no. Last week, a 
basic conflict came op that the code has 
never properly dealt with. 

Texas Utilities and Pacificorp were 
pursuing rival cash bids of 840p and 
820p respectively for Energy Group up 
to the last moment when either could 
raise its offer under the timetable. The 
bids had been hanging fire for weeks, 
so tire DirectorGeneral reckoned 
games were afoot Pacificorp might 
raise its bid half a minute before 
midnight or suefco-Texas into doing the 
same (raising the exit price on its stake). 
A lake stand-off in the battle for Eagle 


Star 15 years ago ledthe Panel to call for 

simultaneous seaIed LJ"?* 
procedure was not tested- Padficotj , 

wanted this sudden death approach 1 
which might let it sneak in justahead of 

its rival. The Panel opted for a subtler 
scheme; the sealed bids could contain a 
formula, such as I Op above whatever 
the other chap says up to a stated hmiL 
This was not tested either because 
Pacificorp withdrew, to the fury of 
speculators who bought at 865p. 

O ther Energy Group sharehold¬ 
ers have little to complain about 
financially. But the Panel's 
scheme might not work for non-cash 
bids. It also betrays a tendency to put 
decorum and City interests ahead of 
private investors. This was evident in ; 
rulings that stop colourful slanging 
matches and unduly limit target com¬ 
panies’ ability to forecast profits. Law¬ 
yers would now make them realistic 
The rival bidders issue calls for a dual 
adjustment to the code to make it more' 
investor friendly. The timetable, whicb^ 
now often has a phoney war in the| 
middle should normally be shortened 
by a week or so. in a bid auction, 
however, the rival should always have - 
48 hours to reply to any new bid from its 
rival. A single bid deadline was fine for 
simpler times but not when so many 
advisers are (rained in war games. 


Green fingers keep money growing 

EMflJO MQRENATTI. 



s it time to tap into the 
growing environmental 


vestors who want to 
making money with protect¬ 
ing the planet? 

The woman who inspired 
the greening of the City was 
Tessa Tenant head of Nat¬ 
ional Provident Institution’s 
five-strong g n v immwpntal re¬ 
search unit The NPI Global 
Care Pep her team master¬ 
minds has shown an 80 per 
cent rise in the past three 
years. EL000 invested in this 
Pep three years ago would 
now be worth £1800, which 
pots it among the top per¬ 
formers among all plans. 

Marc Campanale. one of 
the research team, says the 
o ut perfq r mance of NPI Glob¬ 
al Care is being driven by the 
evolution of a new growth 
sector. That includes com¬ 
panies in pollution control, 
renewable energy, water puri¬ 
fication, energy conservation 
and public transport 

NPI’s team use positive and 
negative mteria to screen com¬ 
panies for their portfolio. They 



Spaniards reacted with horror to the sight of dead fish after the Donaria toxic spill y 


consider groups with a consis¬ 
tently sound record on envi¬ 
ronmental issues, such as 
those involved in sustainable 
r eso ur ces. 

However, like any other 
sector, some stocks have per¬ 
formed dismaDy over the past 
year. Of course, investment 
manages are not expected to 
pick a winner every time; it is 
the overall performance of 
their portfolios that matters, 
and NPPs is good. 

Other Peps with a strong 
green team indude Jupiter 
Ecology. One thousand 


pounds invested in Jupiter 
over three years would now be 
worth £L76L and over five 
years it would have doubled 
to £2029. Clerical & Medical 
Evergreen has shown a good 
performance over the past 
year, bouncing 32 percent, but 
its three and five-year records 
fall short of its competitors. 

Some funds with a Pep 
wrapper embrace green crite¬ 
ria and other more extensive 
guidelines to attract investors, 
such as not investing in com¬ 
panies linked to alcohol, to¬ 
bacco. gambling, pornog¬ 


raphy or animal testing. The" 
Ethical Pep run by Albeit E" 
Sharp is one of them. Like; 
many of its rivals, it uses the 
Ethical Investment Research 
Service (EIRIS) to screen 
many of the groups placed it 
its portfolio. . ' ” 


CONTACTS 


NPI Global Care 0171-665 3383 
Jupiter Ecology: 0I7M12 0703 . 
Albert E Sharp: 01179-260 051 
ErRIS: 0171-7351351 

Karen Woolfson 


ION DON OXfOKi) URlkTOl D \ l: I L R BOL RSFMOl i H PORTSMOUTH BRIGHTON 


Young Ridgway & Associates limited are 
specialists in providing advice and guidance 
for people who wish to make the most from 
their retirement 

We provide completely independent advice 
as to how you can achieve the 

MAXIMUM INCOME 


& CAPITAL GROWTH 


from your investments necessary to maintain 
your standard of living and to protect your 
capital. 

Young Ridgway & Associates Ltd are 
regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 
and are authorised to provide you with all the 
information you need. If you are approaching 
retirement you should find the time to complete 
and return this coupon - no stamp required - 
and we will send you a free copy of our 
"Retirement Planning Guide’ which will give 
you the information you need to know. 

(^TdYdV *"™g Ridgway 
uUvLrLr & Associates Ltd 

Independent Financial Advice 

FREEPOST -10 BoreDi Yard, Famham, Surrey GU9 7BR. 

Telephone 01252 727122 


Please send me a FREE copy of your ‘Rrtiremenr Planning Guide' brochure 
Name fMi/Mis/Miss) i„ 


Planning 
For 

Retirement? 



Young Ridgway 
& Associates Ltd 

EstabKsM 1979 
Independent financial Advice 
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The art of understatement 

T he estimated bill for pensions --, 

between 'mrnr - r ~ 1 PW™™* of 

«■!•». ETV | COMMENT I °i 


• TT A uhjiuji 

riyina some margin for error. But 
we should perhaps disregard all 
Wallage was off¬ 
ered £7,000 compensation. He has 
now settled for £23,000 {see page 
56 ). As lus is not an isolated case, 
we must presumably doubt the for¬ 
mula used to calculate all settle¬ 
ments. The watchdog should now 
examine this calculation, whose re¬ 
sults are curiously so often under¬ 
stated in tne company’s favour. 

We expect the regulators to also 
deal “nniy with the Northern Rock 
which made the mistake of under¬ 
estimating its customers. The pow¬ 
erful and wealthy from among 
them have spoken up for all savers 
who should not be subject to 
‘deleterious alterations in the terms 
of their accounts, unconnected to 
interest-rate moves. 


LiV v] 


_ COMMENT _ 

ANNE ASHWORTH 
Personal Finance Editor 


Mutual friends 

ANYONE who has dealings with 
an insurance company is accus¬ 
tomed to tortuous prose. Letters 
supposedly intended to inform 
leave us even more confused, too 
cowed to ask further questions. 

An example of such prose can be 
found on page 55. We asked Scot¬ 
tish Mutual to explain why it had 
raised the commission on its with- 
profits bond for independent fi¬ 


nancial advisers from 5 per cent to 
7 per cent. The company's state¬ 
ment seeks to reassure, but, true to 
type, poses as many questions as it 
answers. Scottish Mutual says that 
its “special offer" can “only benefit 
the customer." If the adviser opts 
for 5 per cent commission, then the 
extra is paid into the customer's 
investment If the adviser takes 7 
per cent then Scottish Mutual 
claims that the extra cash is not 
taken from the investor’s fund. The 
company describes varying the 


payment of commission to inter¬ 
mediaries as “one of the most 
common forms of rales promotion 
in ail industries". 

This response is unsatisfactory. 
Even if the average adviser likes 
being compared to that other bene¬ 
ficiary of commission, the car 
salesman (which 1 doubt) their 
stock in trade is different- You can 
inspect the state of a vehicle: an 
investment cannot be so easily as¬ 
sessed. Meanwhile, clients directed 
towards the Scottish Mutual with- 
profits bond cannot but feel dis¬ 
mayed, especially as the commis¬ 
sion comes from their money. 
Whatever the level of remunera¬ 
tion their adviser accepts, they 
must wonder how his supposed in¬ 
dependence is affected. 

No amount of insurance com¬ 
pany obfuscation will ever per¬ 
suade me that such a system is the 
best deal for the consumer. 




Return of Eastern promise 







Rvdp & Colonial invented 
the fawsmoTt tnta hi ISfifi 
“to flw the nndur of moderate 
means the umesataneipes as 
the brp- captalM". 


Growth of nDBO iMSEd in OTI 


A spiring executives are 
regularly admonished 
to see problems as op¬ 
portunities. This advice is now 
being doled out to investors. 
ANZ Emerging Markets Fund 
Management, the investment 
manager, and part of the ANZ 
banking group, has identified 
tw troubled Far Eastern mar¬ 
kets as its opportunity and last 
week launched its Asian Re¬ 
covery Fund. 

This fond, which ANZ be- 
tiefces is the first of its type to 
goffered, is rather more 
,^^list than many of the 
aging investment trusts fo- 
cusnigon Asia. It will invest in 
i&rigeof equities, currencies, 
interest rates and corporate 
[fejit. The minimum invest- 


Clare Stewart on the fund managers who see 
the Asian crisis as an investment opportunity 


mem in this offshore fund is 
$25,000 (£14.970), which 

means it is for the investor 
with deeper pockets. It has an 
initial closing date of May 21. 
but it is an open-ended fund 
and aims to attract between 
$100 million and $500 million. 

Mark Coombs, managing 
director of ANZ Emerging 
Markets Fund Management, 
said: “There are some excel¬ 
lent opportunities in Asia at 
the moment We see real value 
and opportunities, particular¬ 
ly in the debt and currency 
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rhe Indonesian rupiah lost 
value: ANZ aims to cash in 


more than 70 per cent of its 
on the currency's recovery 


markets. Asia has the opportu¬ 
nity to recover much faster 
than Latin America did in the 
1980s." 

The fund wifi initially focus 
on South Korea. Thailand, the 
Philippines. Indonesia and 
Malaysia. Despite the contin¬ 
uing economic and political 
uncertainties in a number of 
countries, the fund managers 
take the view thar the worst is 
over. 

ANZ says there are signs of 
a recovery in asset prices and 
evidence that economic funda¬ 
mentals have also improved, 
helped by the impact of Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund res¬ 
cue packages. 

Based on its experience 
identifying recovery opportu¬ 
nities in other markets such as 
Eastern Europe and Latin 
America, the Asia Recovery 
Fund believes it is well posi¬ 
tioned to “gain exposure to the 
anticipated recovery in Asia’s 
dels, currency and equity 
markets". By taking a diversi¬ 
fied approach, boih by country' 
and investment vehicle, the 
fund managers aim to spread 
risk across financial markets. 

The specialist nature of the 
fund and the minimum invest¬ 
ment level means that it is not 
an opportunity likely to appeal 
to all. nor will investors all 
necessarily share the view of 
fund managers at ANZ that 
the bottom has been called in 
the Asia financial crisis. 

Markets have seen a stron¬ 
ger move upwards in the first 
quarter of 1998 but there are 
more hurdles to negotiate. 
Indonesia, for example, which 
has been slow to adopt the 
IMF rescue package, has do- 


if- 


w itli 
ivon 



* : -:S - 


Free peace of mind 
with every investment. 


The WHan PEP. 

There are few more dependable investment 
vehicles than Wiian PEP. Over one year, its 
performance is up 31%, and over ten years 
your £1000 would have turned into £4414*. 
Wiian is one of the oldest and largest LHC 
investment companies. It has £1.0 billion 
invested in quality stocks across 32 countries. 
Last year to make the most of the 
WHan PEP. 

The Witan PEP makes an e\cellent borne 
for your money. The highly diversified 
portfolio helps to spread your risk and keep 
your investment returns consistent The 
Chancellor will allow you io invest in PEPs 
until lW. so this is the last year you can add 
Witan PEP to your portfolio. Remember, 
vou can invest lump sums from £2000 to a 
maximum of £6000 in a PEP for 1WLV. 
Or you can invest regularly from just £50 a 
month and lop up with further lump sums 
of £500 or more. 

We've extended our free PEP 
management offer. 

We've also decided to extend our free PEP 
management offer - we’ll waive our usual 
half veariy fee on 30 September 1998". if 
you invest a lump sum before 15 May 19W. 
So call free now. 

00800 106106 

(Owning rch Witan 28). 

For more bronnation,caH us freeoo die number 
abtftT between *Jam - Spm. Monday to Frida*. 
Or visit our website www.wion.co.uk 
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mesfic interest rates of 50 per 
cent and the essential restruc¬ 
turing of its banking system 
still to take effect. 

“We arc still very cautious 
on South-East Asia, though 
the worst of the currency crises 
may be over." says John Ross, 
portfolio strategist at Fidelity 
Investments. It is a matter, 
said Mr Ross, of being very 
selective when choosing com¬ 
panies or countries in which to 
invest. 

For people prepared to live 
with a degree of risk and to 
take a sufficiently long-term 
view that will allow invest¬ 
ments to ride out short-term 
volatility, there are clearly 
interesting opportunities. 

Jason Hollands, at BESt 
Investments, says that despite 


the current problems of the 
financial and banking struc¬ 
tures of a number of countries 
in Asia, the fundamental driv¬ 
ers for growth — high popula¬ 
tion. expanding consumer 
market, favourable conditions 
for business — remain intact. 

“There are big disparities, 
however, between market per¬ 
formances. so investors should 
look at broad scope funds 
which allow you to switch in 
and out of different markets." 
says Mr Hollands. His recom¬ 
mendations include Fidelity's 
South-East Asia fund and the 
Credit Suisse Orient fund. 

"We would recommend Asia 
and the Far East to the right 
clients, but it is not for widows 
and orphans." said lan 
Mill ward at the advisers Chase 
de Vere. His preference for 
investors looking for some 
exposure to recovery in Asia is 
to look at a global emerging 
market fund or at Far-East 
funds run by the larger groups. 
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Many consign their savings to the low returns of 
a deposit account, wary of stockmarket ups 
and downs. 

H But whilst success rarely comes overnight 
Sana, in the long run stocks and shares have 
®9 e outperformed other types of saving and 
W | investment. 

576 Investing in them through investment trusts 
£2 adds flexibility and dilutes risk by spreading 

s R money across stocks, markets and sectors; 
II an idea we invented some 130 years ago. 

W II 

n Today, our Private Investor Plan savings 
scheme opens the door to one of the best 
performance records in the industry. Invest from just 
£25 a month or lump sums from £250. Call today. 
Phone 0181 880 8120 or Fax 0181 211 8777 
any time quoting the coupon code, or return 
the coupon. 



To: foreign & Colonial Management Ltd, PO Box 11020 
London NA 1UA. Please send me information on: 
PLEASE PRINT □ Private Investor Plan □ PSP 
Surname 


Address 


The value of shves and the income from them can (all as well as rise and you may not get bat* the fuN amount invested 
Past performance 6 no guide to the future. AB figures touted Mteropal: 31.1277-31.1237. Investment ova figures base 
mid-market prices, net income reinvested, ind. historical 25% notional expenses. (Actual Plan dtatges 02% commission 
artel 0.5% GovL Stamp Duty). BuMdfcig Society figure basis: highest net rate available (UK Savings DS.00O* Amxmt) total 
mum. net income reinvested. Unit That figures hade offer to oflet net income reinvested, md. histonrai S.5H notional 
BmetBes. PEP tax bene f it s may tray as a result of statutory changes. Foreign t, Gokmiai Management Limited (regulated 
by IMRO ate the Personal investment Authority) or its stAtedianes are the Managers of the investment trusts. 




I 





^ .. •••» 


vs-. *'A> 



it ■ 

V.3- 


s * ! 'sjS i v- 


: . . Mr ! : ■ {$ 

.; ... ■ =r. i '-irfyji > '■<=■ 

= 4* • r*- . : .?4’ 










T*UTr- a? j ]* fiiy&J 


:* a .8-i , 


tts. 


? Zl »■* Vi i £ i. I t 


’ + H i II* i 2 a i tiifc«f Z K+i 








i'V ; j 7 .': •• 

■.A.v" 1 ; ! " .!*■:*■*• 


S IFC. *! fJW 3T»'- *S 5 *T=-m- i t¥*’i ».'* S • f 45*. MZl i 


..... — ■vss ■. t :a s .■ .... 


iKitll 



•Based on buwg io seUnq pnee ewer 5 years io 010438 e«i woss inwmo retwesttd source: Mfcropa. The ralue ol imestmerts. and any Income Irani them. eantaHasweflasnseandyou may nm ga badi tre amount mvas ied. Ta x 
cc niy^o nrrargrMfiitafanie^ depend on intMdurtcknrnslances Pas? paloraidnce is mX a glide k) luHJtprBRgns.il has been annouiicefl tim tram Bai 4pt81939 H w8i not be poal ble to m ve^ 'n a Pff. ln the msammsi 

you wl isxlvaritaged by inwstiig in a PEP. Saves Prosper tsregiJaifid by ItePetson^hifesirnent Authority and MRO Wbot^atfrise on poducis^sefvtesoHerEd by tteFtefnlnos ad Saw aPrasper Marketing Group, ism/ui* 
























































JLAC 




EDE1 


idatl/l 
E all 1 

*78 dTO 




od lap 




rc 


R 

if 

M 

Ids 

ol 

*5 

3 

a 

4 

l* 

*S 

i« 

m 

» 

■S 

u 

irtr 

ID 


The sooner you start a pension, the earlier you can retire 
end the more money you'd have. 

It's as simple as that. You haven't got time to read this. 
Get on the phone. 


direct 


i ^ 

Helen Pridham continues her series on different types ofpe nsion s 


Getting past the limit 
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0345 900 900 
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Virgin Direct Personal Financial Service Lid is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. The price of 
units and any income from them can go down as well as up and you may not get bade the amount 
you Invest. The basis of tax may change and the value of the tax benefit depends upon your own 
personal circumstances. For your security all calls to Virgin Direct are recorded and randomly mon i tored. 



Are you basting the fioiit, like natty professor Eddie Morphy? 


T here are many reasons 
why people do not put 
as much as they should, 
or would like, into a pension. 
One type of person is someone 
setting up his or her own 
business. There is another 
group, however, who cannot 
contribute beyond a certain 
amount to conventional 
schemes because they are con¬ 
strained by the so-called 
“earnings cap". In both cases, 
however, there are arrange¬ 
ments to suit their needs. 

People who run their own 
businesses have more than 
one pension option: an ordi¬ 
nary personal pension or an 
executive pension plan. They 
can even set up their own 
mini-company pension sch¬ 
eme known as a small seif- 
administered scheme (SSAS). 

John Turton, pensions ex¬ 
pert at financial advisers BESt 
Investment.- says in many 
instances an executive scheme 
is best “Unlike a personal 
pension, the amounts you can 
contribute to an executive pen¬ 
sion are not subject to age- 
related limits. There is gnater 
flexibility. This also applies to 
an SSAS, but a potential 
disadvantage is that its assets 
are pooled, while under an 
executive pension scheme the 
investments are individually 
earmarked which avoids prob- 
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ADD SERVICE 
EXCELLENCE TO 
INVESTMENT 
PERFORMANCE FOR 
K YOUR I 998 PEP. 
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2% bonus allocation of units to 31st May 1998. 


STOP PRESS! LATEST AWARDS 1998 

Over,ill Fund .M,m,i<^enieni Comp.inv ol the Year 

Group of the Year fnve.ttne.it Provider ol the Year 

Unit Trust Management l : iiunia\i! -!,/;•/>< r 

Group ot' the Yoiir 


G7iar riii'e.cmtenr 


Best Investment Provider 
Money Mtirlciririi! 


INVESTMENT AND SERVICE AWARDS 


1997 


INVESTMENT 

Best PEP Products 

Sherwood/Planned Savings 

Best Unit Trust Products 

Sheru/ood/Planned Savings 

Best PEP Provider 

Money Marketing 

Best Unit Trust Provider 

Money Marketing 

SERVICE 

Fund Management Group of die Year 
Personal Investment Marketing Show 

Best PEP Service 

Sherwood/Planned Savings 

Best Unit Trust Service 

Sherwood/Planned Savings 
five Star Service Award 

The IFA Association and Financial Adviser 

I99A 

INVESTMENT 

Fund Management Group of the Year 
Investment Week 

Best Investment Management Group 
of die Year 

Miavpal 

Best PEP Provider 

Money Marketing 

Best Unit Trust Provider 

Money Marketing 

SERVICE 

Fund Management Group of the Year 
Personal Investment Marketing Show 

Best PEP Service 

Sherwood//Harmed Savings 

Best Unit Trust Service 
Sherwood/PLmned Saving/ 
five Star Service Award 

The IFA Association and Financial Adviser 
Best Service - Investments 

Swings Market 

1995 

INVESTMENT 

Overall Unit Trust Group of cbe Year 
The Sunday Telegraph 

Overall Unit Trust Group of the Year 
What Investment/Personal Finance 

Best PEP Provider 

Money Marketing 

Best Unit Trust Provider 

Money Marketing 

Best Investment Management Group 
of the Year 

AUcropal 

SERVICE 

Fund Management Group of foe Year 
Personal Investment Marketing Show 

Best PEP Service 

Sherwood/Plumed Savings 

Best Unit Trust Service 

Sherwood/Planned Slaving! 

five Star Service Award 

The IFA Association and Financial Adviser 
Best Service - Investments 

Savings Market 

1994 

INVESTMENT 

Best Overall Group Performance 

Money Management 

Fund Management Group of foe Year 
It-Tier Investment 

Best UK Investment Trust 

Money Observer 

SERVICE 

Fund Management Group of foe Year 
Personal Investment Marketing Show 

Best PEP Service 

Sherwoad/Ptanned Savings 

Five Star Service Award 

The IFA Association and Financial Adviser 

1993 

INVESTMENT 

International Unit Trust Manager 
of die Year 

The Sunday Times 

Overall Unit Trust Group of foe Year 
The Sunday Telegraph 

Unit Trust Manager of the Year 

The Observer 

SERVICE 

Fund Management Group of die Year 
Personal Investment Marketing Show 
five Star Service Award 

NFIFA and Financial Adviser 

These are a selection from more than IOO 
awards which Perpetual has won over the 
last six years. 


** When it comes to the group's winning 
formula of good performance, administration 
and marketing, consistency is the key. M 

Planned Savings/Sherwood Awards Magazine 1996 

At Perpetual, the quality of our fund management sets the standard for 
every part of our organisation. And reliable, efficient administration, year 
in, year out, is just as much a fundamental goal as our determination to 
excel in the field of investment. 

This commitment is behind the major investment we have made in 
designing our own flexible administration system, enabling our fund 
m a n agers to concentrate fully on managing your money, while our teams 
of support staff help you reap the benefits with the minimum of fuss, effort 
and paperwork. 

Reassuring, since the Government’s proposals to maintain 
existing PEPs whilst introducing the new ISAs are likely to favour 
Plan Managers with strong IT capability, proven administration and 
service excellence. 

Perpetual's reputation for its consistent quality of service is 
acknowledged throughout the investment industry. Money Marketing 
magazine has named us as Best Investment Provider 1998 and 
Independent Financial Advisers have voted us Fund Management Group 
of the Year for the last five years in a row.** 

For consistent investment returns complemented by reliable service, 
why not find out more about what Perpetual 
can offer you? 

For an information pack, talk to your 
Financial Adviser, or call Perpetual 

free on 0800 00 77 00. Alternatively, W 

complete the coupon. 1 t 1 tlCTf J. 

——3*2--- 

To: Peipenol Portfolio Mana ge m en t Limited, PO Box 131,47-49 Station Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire R.G9 1AF. 
'Www.petpetuaLco.uk Regulated by 1MRO. Please send me details on the award-winning Perpetual PEP. 
luiymu nc Pleat pH tkadf. 
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YOU AND YOUR 

PENSION 


Jemsif a business partnership 
breaks down." 

Executive schemes are use¬ 
ful for someone who has been 
involved in building up a 
business, taking only a modest 
salary, and now wants to 
kidkstart their pension. 

Under a personal pension, 
the sa^e for catching up is 
limited. Age and earnings- 
related contributions restrict 
how much can be invested. 
Under an executive pension 

scheme, it is the pension that is 

restricted. There is also a IS 
per con limit an employees' 
contributions, but there is no 
maxim u m on how much em¬ 
ployers can put into the plan 
providing it is calculated in 
respect of the final benefits. 

The maxim um pension that 
can be provided under an 

executive scheme is two-thirds 

of final salary after 20 years 
service. The point to note is 
that it is years of service that 
count rather than years of 
membership. So, where some¬ 
one has already worked for a 
company far sometime with¬ 
out a pension, contributions 
can be made to cover this 
service. Payments can be 
large, say 200 per cent of 
earnings in any particular 
year to make up for the lack of 
contributions in the past. 

The cost of making the 
contributions is mitigated fay 
the fact that the employers 
contributions count as busi¬ 
ness expense deductions 
against corporation tax or 
income tax for 
and sole p ro prietors. 

John TVston suggests that a 
company owner approaching 
retirement may find it more 
tax efficient to take extra out of 
his business and put it into an 
executive pension scheme, 
thereby reducing the value of 
his company, rather than 
claim retireme nt relief when 
he sells the business. 

However, controlling direc¬ 
tors cannot manipulate their 
pension by. for example, 
bumping up their final year's 
income The “final salary* on 
which their pension is calcu¬ 
lated is the average of the best 
three or more consecutive 
years income, ending within 
ten years of retirement. 

The flexibility of executive 
pensions can have other tax 
advantages. Instead of mak¬ 
ing extra contributions per¬ 
sonally, key employees with 
these schemes could strike a 
deal with their employer to 
make a “salary sacrifice" rath¬ 
er than taking, say. a bonus or 
a pay rise. If the employer puts 
the money into the pension 
scheme, this can have benefits 
for both of them because there 
will be no National Insurance 
contributions to pay. The em¬ 
ployer should be agreeable to 
splitting the gain, thereby 


boosting the pension contribu¬ 
tion and saving money. 

But it is not only company 
owners and high-flying direc¬ 
tors who can gain from execu¬ 
tive pension schemes, John 
Turton explains that wives 
pm ployed m their husbands’ 
businesses can also benefit. 

“Even ifa wife has only been 
paid a very modest salary, her 
contributions w fll qua lify for 
lax relief and the rarrmbutions 
made by the business will be 
tax deductible, tf herhushand 
is setf-enmkryed, she w^pfoot 
be considered a controlling 
director so her salary can also 
be increased in the year prior 
to her retirement in niter to 
provide her with a reasonable 
level of pension." 

Although they operate 
under different rules, the 
charging structure which most 
companies use for their execu¬ 
tive plans is the same as for 
their personal pension policies 
so there is little to choose from 
in that respect. A survey of 
executive pension schemes is 
in this month* Money 
Management magazine. 
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nother consideration 
for prospective policy- 
holders who fee) they 
may wish to upgrade ^jbeir 
plan to an SSAS later'® to 
make sure their plan is fully 
adaptable. Company directors 
and highly-paid employees 
may face another problem. In 
1989, the Govemmoit intro¬ 
duced an Mffling * ffa p j ■ a 
cefting on the amount of salary 
to be taken into consideration 
when calculating contribu¬ 
tions and benefits. The cap this 
year is £87,600. 

However, employm can set 
up unapproved schemes to top 
up the benefits of capped 
employees. They can be timer 
funded or unfunded. Although 
they are termed unapproved, 
they are re cog n ised fay the 
Revenue as genuine arrange¬ 
ments, but do not qualify for 
the sure tax advantage as 
approved schemes. Untn 1 re¬ 
cently. however, funded unap¬ 
proved retirement benefit 
schemes (Rubs) did enjoy 
some tax advantages. 

Brian Murphy, die technical 
specialist at AXA Sun life, 
says: “Employer contributions 
to Furbs were not liable to 
national insurance and any 
capital gains an tire invest¬ 
ments within the fund were 
taxed at 23 per cent wily. 

“However, in the Budget the 
Government increased the 
rate of CGT to 34 per cent and 
since April national insurance 
contributions have also be¬ 
come payable. These two fac¬ 
tors have certainly reduced the 
attractions of Rirhs." 


Next week 
divorce. 


Pensions and 


Find out whv 
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pension plans are 
not all the same. 




Bsxhaps you think that all pension plans are the same. If you 
do, men you would be making a big mistake. Here are some of the 
rcMQua wfay you should o ona dg an EqriatlcfaMn Wi» 

The Equitable Life.- '4 

• Pays no commission to third parties for the 
mtrodnedon of new business. 

• Has no shareholders. 

Ous Pension Plan: 

Lets you retire earlier or later than planned - 
without penalty. 

Lets you vary your contributions - without 
penalty 

^? v,( * es returo of fund in the event of death 
oraort retirement. 

So, if ^ wouH like to find °m nxae about hew The EquitaWe 

town Han a not the same as most others, call us direct on 
(0990) 3 8 48 58 or send off the coupon below for more 


Print Name - 
fMr/Nte/M*) 
Address- 


--- -— -»_Postcode_TiMOUBm 

Appfcst o iinit tnnt PEP investments except die PEP Bond Pond, 4nd cannot be added id any ocher discounts." Pers on al luwsumuC Marketing Show Awards. ftst performance is not neces sa rily a guide m future performance.The value of an 
mwsonon* a nd the mmnic tanm u cap down as weO as up (this may partly be a result of exchange rate guctuadom) and yew may not get back the amount invested. The Government intends bo change some of die tax benefit of PEPs bi die 
mtune. the current value or these benefits wffl depend on your individual dam a n—ce» and B subject to change. Tlic views ex pr es sed in this adverti sem ent are those of Perpetual, and may be subject W change. Any recommenduioa which is green 
m ora advntscmerre rebus ody to products marketed by the Perpetual group of companjcL ^ 


wwweqmtablcoo.uk 

i-.fr,, ****!** ****** 

r® “£!**«'«Equitable group products 

^MXX INGHAMSHIKEHRM 7BX 


NAHElMrUnMM . 
address._ 
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(Office) . 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our p rinciple. 4® 
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/jwho was lucky or 
' smartenongh to bucy a copy 
.jot Jan TTemingrs On Her 
Secret Service when it 
. pobfishedm 1963 could be 
g.on ajgold mine, a presenter 
otthfrbook recently sold 
Hot £2.990. 

•■>--- spy fiction are just 
jpQte areas popular with book 
'icoflfeclois. Books need not have an 
estaWished pedigree to fetch high 
_ "'.'j - m^tpricei If a new author attracts a 
adt flowing, it is not unusual for 
E.A" °f a first book to increase 

n-fold in wily a few years, 

,. The two most important factors 
in determining the value of a book 
are desirability and rarity says 
Felix Pryor, manuscript consultant 
at Phillips Auctioneers & Valuers. 
H is a combination of the two. A 
I Shakespeare first folio is not that 
aft rarer w* it is extremely valuable. 

. wHybo era. also find books that are 
^^^•exWnldy rare but no one gives a 
“’besakL 


^ bj/mru# — 1 — ■** *»*■ 

c nCM Canadian writers are suddenly 
Pr.vt finding, ihat the book collecting 

^ w ® world is interested in them, follow- 

Vv' * rs wl®8 file success of Canadian au- 
^khms on the mtematiorul awards 
cCf c-JJ* scene, such as last year's Orange 
illrf f pnzn for Anne Michaels's Fugitive 
and the previous year's 
,V e '■'<< ^StiJIPulitzer prize for Carol Shield's 
Diaries. Demand has also 
E '^Tr a ! been helped by the popularity of 

- ^tot^ l thefiJmofMichadOndaatie’s77ie 
English Patient 

* g- A first edition of Fugitive Pieces 

Msj^^^^Sil^^ijisaboUt C$250 (£175). It was only 

A ^ 

^ 5 J|S 

flar. v 
daies.: 



WEEKEND MONEY 53 


There’s gold down among those dustjackets 

Karen Zagor takes a trio to her local antiquarian bookseller 
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published two years ago, but 
sorted wirmiog awards quickly so 
the price reflected this. 

A collection can be a treasure 
{rove, provided the books have 
been treated tenderly. Anything 
that mare or defaces them will 
reduce the value. A first edition is 
not the place to scribble your 
thoughts on the meaning of life, 
you happen to be famous. 

it depends on who has annotated 
the book," says Mr Pryor. “Cole¬ 
ridge was a famous margin scrib¬ 
bler. Someone said that if you lent 
him a book you would get it bade 
folly annotated. In that case, it 
would also be worth more.” 

There are people who buy two 
copies of books — one to read and 
one to save in a pristine condition. 
The only time condition is less 
important is when someone wants 
to buy something that was owned 
by a famous personality. For them, 
the fact of previous ownership can 
be more important than the book 
itself. 

In order for a book to be worth 
collecting, h should be the first 
printing of the first.edition. Other 
first editions are generally worth 
less. There are some exceptions. 


For example, a fourth edition 
which includes new revisions by 
the author could be worth more 
than the first edition. But most of 
the time the very first edition of a 
book is worth the most The edition 
can be found on die back of the title 
page. 

' The life of the the book collector 
has been complicated by the recent 
practice of simultaneously publish¬ 
ing books in different countries. A 
North American first edition of a 
Martin Amis book will not be 
worth as much as die first edition 
by the originating publisher, so 
you have to make sure that you are 
buying a first edition of the 
original. 

A book does not have to be 
printed in hardback to be valuable. 
There is a growing trend to skip 
the hard-cover stage and publish 
first editions in softback, particu¬ 
larly when there is concern about 
how well tire book will sell. A 
limited printing of a first edition 
paperback will be as valuable as a 
similar print run on a hardback 
first edition. The deriding factor is 
the book's popularity, and the size 
of die initial print run. Above alL 
the book should be in good 


condition. Every blemish reduces 
its value. Anyone contemplating 
starting their own book ooUediofl 
should follow the following tips. 

■ Treat dust jackets with care. A 
book without a dust jacket is as 
valuable as a piece of chipped 
china. 

■ Don’t store books near heaters 
or in sunlight The heat will dry out 
the books, and can cause disfigur¬ 
ing brown spots. Sunlight wOl fade 
die binding. 

■ Don’t store books in a damp 
place. The pages can get mouldy 
and the book warped by the 
moisture. 

■ Do not turn down the corner of 
pages to mark your place or write 
in the book. 

■ Avoid storing pieces of printed 
paper in books; foe print can leave 
stains on the pages. 

■ Unless you are famous, avoid 
book inscriptions. 

■ leave restoration to the profes¬ 
sionals. Cekrtape and other forms 
of dear plastic adhesive can ruin a 
book. 

■ Never read a valuable book in 
the bath, or you could end up 
throwing away your investment 
with the bath water. 



Browse at will in old bookshops but the two most important factors are desirability and rarity 



honed for small firms 


GO IT ALONE 


*. 


■re company charge 
stlf /m* cards the presave of 
.XAstatus-conscious big 
^ - £ :sraS; businessmen or can they make 
v ^ z sense for a small business? 
zei "A Fear of excessive spending by 
.rogue employees has resulted 
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■>». A]; in many small employers 
\rTv~!' spuming company cards, but 
■jts ^jvtne card companies are fight- 
^--. -^^ring bade with promises of 
' "“■ security and business benefits. 

. Danny Bowers, managing 
director of MoneyWorld, the 
Internet information provider, 
is typical of a small business¬ 
man who is considering tak¬ 
ing out a company card for 
himself and three employees. 
His company has grown to 12 
employees.. who witil now 
have been using their own 
personal credit cards to make 
purchases which they then 
cton back off the company. 

Mr Bowers said: “I've had 
zndivkfaal executives spend¬ 
ing money on a regular basis 
an their own cards, for things 
such as stationery, travel and 
computer components, and 
then folding that they have a 
c ash flow problem at the end of 
foe month.” 

says the induce- 
j? me^Aoa ordinary credit 
suchas Profile points on 
or Air Miles on 
cards, are not rele- 
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0ur tax made easier 

r - • •* 

.Self Assessment tax 
return services 
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www.taxexpress.co.uk 

0800 068 7786 



varu for his business. “What I 
am looking for is bettor man¬ 
agement information, so that I 
know at a glance that if a total 
of E10.000 has been spent. I 
know who has spent it and 
what it has been spent on. It 
will give me more control over 
my business.” 

NatWest has recently 
launched a combined credit 
and charge card for business¬ 
es, which sets individual credit 
limits for each user and identi¬ 
fies expenditure tty section or 
by division, aiming to keep 
expenses under control. 
NatWest is (me of the few card 
providers which offers a credit 
card facility; most high street 
banks only offer small busi¬ 
nesses- charge cards, which' 
must be paid in foil at the end 
of each month. 

However, the NatWest card 
is available only to slightly 
larger companies with turn¬ 
over of £250,000 or more and 
costs E35 per card per year. 
Interest is charged at 173 per 
cent on purchases, compared 
with the 22 per cent on most 
individual credit cards. 

More typical for small busi¬ 
nesses is the company Bar- 
daycard. a charge card which 
has the company name em¬ 
bossed on the card and which 
requires that balances be paid 
off by direct debit within seven 
days of the end of the month. 
The employer is charged £28 
per annum for each card 
issued, or £6 per card plus 35p 
for each debit 

But what about the risk of 
unauthorised spending by a 
rogue employee, which could 
land a small business with 
crippling bills? NatWest and 
Visa are both keen to reassure 
small businesses that so long 
as certain procedures are fol¬ 
lowed, employers will be in¬ 
demnified against losses. 

NatWest head of commer¬ 
cial cards Sarah Allen said: 
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Charge cards could be a popular accessory for builders in future 


“Unauthorised spending is a 
big fear fait in reality is not a 
big risk. We are able to offer a 
liability waiver for business, 
which is underwritten by a 
Lloyds policy." 

Company cards can also 
contain bars which limit ex¬ 
penditure to business areas 
and can block spending in 
many retail outlets. 

Visa says that another fear 
for many small businesses is 
that a company card will 
create records open for inspec¬ 
tion by the taxman. But John 
Qiaplin, Visa International's 
senior vice-president, said: 
“We are finding now that tax 
avoidance is no longer a fag 
issue and that the benefits a 
card gives in the way of 
working capital outweighs 
that fear." 

A flood of cards targeted at 
specific types of small busi¬ 


nesses is expected after the 
successful launch of a Royal 
Bank of Scotland card in 
partnership with Jewson. the 
builders merchant The card 
gives small businessmen an 
ongoing credit line at Jewson 
at a bank overdraft rate rather 
than the standard credit card 
APRs of around 20 per cent 

Mr Chaplin said: “It's a 
trend coming over from the 
USA Small businesses want 
benefits tightly targeted to 
their own business.” 

Another benefit that is cur¬ 
rently die preserve of big 
businesses is the provision of 
VAT accounting and reconcil¬ 
iation on card statements, but 
that, too. is expected to be 
available on small business 
cards within the next couple 
of years. 

Patrick Collinson 



The blue chip 
of blue chip 
PEPs 


THE MERCURY BRITISH BLUE CHIP PEP 


For a PEP with blue chip performance, look no further 
than the Mercury British Blue Chip PEP. Its portfolio of 
household names such as Lloyds TSB. Shell, Tesco and 
BT has an impressive track record: £6,000 invested five 
years ago would have more than doubled In value to 
over £12,800/ 

This is the last tax year that you can invest in a PEP, 
so make sure you invest in the right one. 

Save up to £120 

For more information and details of a 2% PEP discount 
worth up to £120, call us now, return the coupon or 
contact your financial adviser. 

Now that the Chancellor has confirmed the 
continuing tax-efficiency of PEPs. it is even more 
important to consider making the most of your 
last PEP. Art now to get your 2% PEP discount. 


NOW 0800 882 884 

Ttx BmchuB fiojuasts. Moony Asset Management UcL FREEPOST 
KE4930. London EOJB 4DO. Please send me delate ol tha Mercuy 
British Blue Chip PEP. PUSASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS. 


Forenames Pnhfl 


Postcode 


MERCURY 

A S 5 E T ,\ ] A N A G E M EXT 


*S(XJce: StaufeKi & Poor* htot*jeL Performance fores based on buying to selng prices to 1.4S8 wflh gross income renuested. ■ 2% Osccuit on the buying priced unite tar 
tunp sun PS 3 hvestraits at Cl .000 or more. ■ The value ol Investments and hcome from them may fluctuate and are not guaranteed. ■ Past performance Is nol 

nacB3sar^agi*dfltoiWirepafformaioato7rets»:traatrnentofPERsw*chBngeinApfll999.BT1»MeroiiyEfcjeChlpFiBxJ»airtttnist, mana^stJbyMwovy 

Fund Managers Lid tregiiated by MRO and the Personal investment Authority! the unit trust management am ol Menvy Asset Managemerti Ltd. ■ The Meroiy 
PEPs are masked by Mercuy Asset Management Ltd (teguteted by IfcfiO). ■TWs advertisement is based on the Chancelcris Budget stalemert on 173.98. ■ Issued 
Mercury Asset Managerrkya Ltd, 33 Krig WSam Sueet. London EC4R 9AS. WJpV/wvn«jT»amxom ■ For your protecticr. telephone cals are usua»y recorded. 










Pensions spoken plainly. 

Ask a straightforward question about pensions - or even a complicated one - and we’ll give you a 
straightforward answer. Our experts will give an honest assessment of your current position, answer 
questions or give advice - all by phone. What could be plainer than that? 

Calk Sam-lOpm . 7 days a week quoting ref: 288B327 

0345 6789 10 


or talk to your Independent Financial Adviser. 
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for ,o«r p»wieetWn, J rBur 


call* to 


Scuuith Widow, may be recanted or raonirored and information or advice will onW be provided on Scottish Widows products, lulled bj Scottish Widows’ Fond and Life Assurance Sodeiv. Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. 
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Save time and money on 
your tax Self Assessment 


TaxCalc - the UK's best selling tax software with over 100,000 copies sold 



ACCEPTEDB7THE 
INLAND REVENUE 


— - 


o^ G J 


What TaxCalc will 
do for you: 

• Calculates the minimum 
you're obBged to pay 

• Shows howto claim 
a tax rebate 

• Sugg es ts way* to tan prove 
your tax position 

• Ohms over 40 Ups on 
saving tax 

• Shows how much the 
Inland Revenue may 
owe you 

• Prints out your Inland 
Rerenua- a pprevad Self 
Assessment tax return 



‘"Which? TaxCak 
has certainly 
been very 
effective m 
dealing with the 
Inland Revenue. 
My wife had a 
refund of £473 

r*" V 

■ait tax overpaid”. 
CD. Hmftknt 


If you still have nightmares about last 
year's Seif Assessment form, or if you’re 
already worrying about this year’s tax 
return, then help is at hand. 

Now In its sixteenth year, TaxCalc is 
the UK’s best-sailing tax software package 
for two very good reasons: it can save you 
time and money. It's also very easy to 
use, simply enter your personal details 
on-screen and TaxCalc will do the rest! 

TaxCalc enables you to complete 
and print out your own Inland Revenue 
approved Self Assessment tax return, 
which you can submit in place of the 
Inland Revenue’s own form. To order your 
copy, please compile and return the 
coupon, or call us on the number below 
with your credit card to hand. 


WHICH0 

software 


Take the stress out of Self Assessment 


Call 0800 920140 quoting ref: TP0398 

...•>*§ 

Yes, I want to make my tax returns easy! 



Plot* tkk approbate box: 

□ I enclose a cheque for £29.99 made payable to: 
Which? Ltd 

Or 

Please debit £29.99 from my: 

[~~| visa Q MasterCard 

□ American Express □ Onert Account 


BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE 
Mr/Mrs/M Iss/Ms/Other 


Forename 


Surname 


Address 


Postcode 


Card Number 


i i i i i i i i i i i i i i m 


Expiry Date 


Signature 


Mntmum System Ftequir&nents: Windows™ only. IBM PC 388 processor and 100% 
campatUes, Windows™ 3.1 aid Windows™ 95,8MB of RAM, hard dhk with 10MB 
of free space. 

Recommended System Requirements: IBM PC 486 processor; Windows™ 3.1/95/NT 
and 16MB of RAM or higher. 

When you have completed the order form, please WHICHQ 
return tt with your preferred payment method to: r , 

Which?, FREEPOST, Hertford X, SG141YB SOTtWSrG 

Orders are normafly rSspatched within 14 days TP0398 


Date 


I I TT1 


j—j vtaocaririvWymririouoiatornri tori wirihttto to conoriWw efime produce a mnion m gr tw 


« rmwi to yi». I^m tick im R yw da not wt d«nw pimd «i to attar 


2 Mwyfebone Road. London NWl ^ 



If you have regular bills to pay and a family to support 
it’s understandable if you’ve put the issue of fife insurance 
to the bade of your mind After all. cover can be costly, 
and you need money to hand 


means you can get on with your life knowing that if the 
worst were to happen, the people you care for could get 
on with theirs. 


1 . 


But what if someone were able to offer you the level 
and quality of insurance that really makes a difference, 
for a daily cost that can be less than the price of a 
Sunday newspaper? 


Then you’d have peace of mind you could afford 
right away. 


With Term Assurance from General Accident, you can 
do just that Because, for a fixed payment of only £16.60 
a month (the equivalent of just 55p a day*) a General 
Accident Term Assurance Policy can provide you with 

£200.000 worth 
of insurance for 
ten years. Which 


So don’t delay any longer. Give your loved ones 
peace of mind by calling General Accident now, or by 
completing the attached coupon. Well work out a 
personal illustration just for you AND send you a stylish 
Parker pen with our compliments and without obligation. 
If you become a policyholder you will be entitled to 
choose a further free gift - a Black and Decker Cordless 
Screwdriver, a Sharp Personal Data Bank or a Casio 
Travel Clock Radio 


We reserve the rjfit to offer alternative gfts Th* offer apples if you are aged 
between 18 and 80 nduswe. "This * based on a healthy male non-smoker, 
aged 30 nem bvthday. The cost of tow wfl depend on the level Bid period 
of oouer. m addition to your person a l tataarraances. Ful written detata are 
ava&bfe on request. Any financial advice given wfl relate only to General 
Accident Life’s products. General Acodeni Ufe is regiiated by the Personal 
Investment Authority -r 


General Accident 


CALI FREE. LINES OPEN 24 HOURS 


ft 


_ — ^ _— -ti _ u jin ti _ -: 

Send tor Term Assurance, General Accident. FREEPOST NEA 2079/1. Worksop S80 I BR G£ 


MrfMrs/Miss/Ms 


Forenamefs) 


Surname 


Address 


Postcode 


Telephone No (Day) 


(Evening) 


Date of Birth 


/ 


Smoker □ Non-Smoker □ 


(Nate A rwfwmofcer ta a penen who has not used any tobacco products m the last 12 months) 


These detai; are required <n txdur sb • > 
grve you a persauteed iDustraaon. We • 
never nuke your name and addrer. avail ■ 
able to unconnected orgmucens. We 
wfl occaaonatv teS you by post cr 
phone. about other products or services 
offered by ourseMs and a s soc i a ted 
GA Group cwresanes- Tick the bo- □ d 
you would prefer nes to receive Ok 
mformHiorv. For your seam, or raM 
math General Accident may be recorded 
and may be m o nit o red. 
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Sara McConnell has good news and bad newsforhomebuyers 


London house prices 


falling? Well, sort of 



No, only joking, they haven't actually fallen that far yet. London house prices were last at these levels in 1971 


S hould homeowners be bracing 
themselves for another recession? 
This week saw further warning 
signs that the manufacturing sector is 
struggling against the handicap of the 
strong pound, the domestic economy is 
slowing and business confidence is lower 
than at any time since the depths of the 
last recession. 

At the same time, the Nationwide, the 
largest building society, published figures 
showing a downturn in price rises in 
London, which has been leading the 
housing recovery. The capital recorded 
rises of 15 per cent in the first quarter of 
this year, compared with 23 per cent six 
months ago as buyers refuse to pay 
inflated prices. There is still a shortage of 
property for sale and fewer properties are 
changing hands now than last autumn. 

Paul Sanderson, head of research at 
Nationwide, said “a slowing of the 
economy is inevitable and the impact will 
not be confined to the manufacturing 
sector. The outside possibility of a ‘hard 
landing’ for the wider economy remains a 
risk to the market this year." 

So could homeowners be in for a hard 
landing as well? And what can they do to 
protect themselves from being over ex¬ 
posed if the worst happens? 


"There is no serious possibility of a bust 
The key difference is that interest rates are 
low and likely to remain low. High rates 
caused the last housing recession.” 

The recovery of the last two years has 
also been patchy, with some regions 
seeing prices struggle to rise above the 
rate of inflation and talk of a boom has 
been exaggerated. Mr Sanderson, of the 
Nationwide said: To get a bust you need 
a boom.” Prices have only just risen to the 
peak they reached in the late 1980s and 
then only in London, in some areas such 
as East Anglia, prices are still 20 per cent 
below their Eighties peak. 


But if I buy now. won't the value of 
my property fall if prices are 
Calling? 


Prices are actually still rising steadi¬ 
ly, although not nearly as drama ti- 


I'm thinking of buying my first 
borne but should 1 be getting on the 


housing ladder now if the market’s 
turning down? 


Many of the first-time buyers hard¬ 
est hit by the recession of foe late 


cally as they did in the late Eighties. In 
1988 they rose 26 per cent in foe year. 
Nationwide's latest figures show average 
prices across the UK rose by 12.7 per cent 
between the first quarter of 1997 and the 
first quarter of this year. Prices in London 
have soared because there is a shortage of 
property for sale, meaning demand has 
out-stripped supply. London also attracts 
international buyers prepared to pay top 
prices. But many buyers are refusing to 
pay what sellers are asking and this 
should encourage more sellers to put their 
homes on the market rather than hold 
track in. the hope of getting a higher price, 
which should in turn create a more 
sustainable market 


than the value of your mortgage, affected; 
hundreds of thousands of borrowers m. 
the early Nineties. Many were first-time . 
buyers who had mortgaged themselves tcif. 
the hilt to get on the housing ladder. But¬ 
in foe current climate, the risk of getting- 
trapped in negative equity is minimal.- 
partly because prices are still rising and. 
partly because lenders are much more! 
careful about how much they lend. Most 
will not lend more than 95 per cent of foe 
value of the property and foe few who do. 
will check out your credit-worthiness very 
thoroughly. Patrick Bunton. of mortgage 
advisers London & Country, says you; 
should only go For a 100 per cent loan if; 
you plan to stay in foe property at least; 
three years. “Don’t look on a purchase as 
a punt bur as somewhere to live. In foe 
late Eighties property was an investment. 
Now that cycle is broken.” 

The larger your deposit the more of a 
cushion you will have against foe possi¬ 
bility of negative equity. 



Is it true that interest rates will fall I 
rather than rise in the next few 


years? 


1980s bought just as the market was 
peaking. When the bubble burst they 
were lot with studios and starter homes 
they had bought at inflated prices and 
could not sell. At the same time, interest 
rates nearly doubled in a year. But 
housing experts say a replay of this 
scenario is very unlikely. Ray Boulger of 
mortgage adviser John Charcol says: 


9 


But what happens if prices start 
falling? Is there a risk of getting 


caught in negative equity? 


Potentially yes. particularly if you 
have borrowed a very high propor¬ 


tion of your property's value. Negative 
equity, where your property is worth less 


All foe signs are that base rates, and 
thus mortgage rates, will start to fall 
this year and the introduction of a single 
currency should push UK interest rates 
downwards to match those of the rest of 
Europe. If rates stay low or fell, this 
should Inject further confidence into foe 
housing market. Fierce competition be¬ 
tween lenders for borrowers' custom has 
forced rates down to historic lows. 
According to the Council of Mortgage 
Lenders, first-time buyers are spending 
just 14 per cent of their salaries on their 
mortgage costs compared with 25 per cent 
when interest rates were at their peak in 
1990. 

A large majority of borrowers now fix 
or cap their rates to cut costs and protect 
them from interest rate rises. 


1NVESTORUNK. 
FAST TRACK 
SHARE DEAUNG 
FROM JUST £5. 


Call Investor!ink and you get straight through to any 
one of our more than helpful staff who will confirm and 
action your instructions smoothly and efficiently. 

Investor-link was the first ever low cost share dealing 
service. Here’s how it works. For deals up to £500. 
£15 on your first instruction. £10 on the second and a 
mere £5 thereafter. Maximum discount limited to eight 
orders in one day. A similar formula applies from £501 to 
£1,700, reducing to £7. From £f,70l to £5.000 the rate 
is 1%. With a maximum £50 for deals up to £20.000. 
Higher amounts by negotiation. Also available, 
family deals for selling. 

Investorhnk Is a division of Walker Crips Weddle Beck Pic. 
which was established in 1914 and is folly listed on The 
London Stock Exchange. For more information call us. 
Or return the coupon (no stamp required). 

FREEPHONE 0800 289 600 


Walker Crips Weddte Beck Pic k regulated by The Securities & Futuna 
Authority limited and is a Member of The London Stock Exchange Limited. 

THt VM1JE Of INVESTMENTS AND IMS IKOf* «OM THEM ON FALL AS WSJ. AS REE 



Walker Crips Weddle Beck Pic, FREEPOST Sophia House, 
76/80 City Road. London ECIB INE 


To Walter Crips Weddle Beck Pic. I am Interested In the InvcstoHhnk 

low cost share dealing service. Please send me further Information. 

_15 2/5/08 


Name. 


Address 


-Postcode 


Unwanted endowment policy? 
It could be a 




gold mine. 


fatal kahg pikas ad smite «th a foe U tar qutx. 

Ludn/Sndfc OQl SOS Hub: 91217992590 

Serib West OK 930 807 terfeKB Z39LH1 Scoftsat 0M3S303H 

U tnia& faBdnp opts. PkasuwteTIWK 

Baris Dario & Campon* Lmnrat Aririutpe US. HaUan. E-no CM? 5Bi 

:K ,b ” hc Beale 

1 Immoral Aaibonn 


£! 


! Dobie 


Buying or selling endowments 9 

There’s a better price 
waiting for you at SEC 


Ibptoii up a better price for your endowment, Jnat pick q> the 
phone to SEC now. If hBdk your policy not be at leasts jeers 
otd end wtttty ore ■ e iaetio o criteria. QSOO 783 0882 


r ennaaen nc. see noon, «si 

k WW «C BB: tott 207 «H 



STANDARD LIFE BANK™ 


At this rate it’s time to call 


•GKefient tiered rates of foleesi . 
tMonnrio iw|nfcw lWrii jiimlHw 
* No minimum depcstt 
LJiaJflllSkJgaJtiJiP-J -tfoltallon thciranAercrfwtahtfcavcah. 


730 


■A 



taring has never been simpler \ 


PHOME UNES OPEN MOHOAY-FMDAY UU-ffU, SATURDAY 8AM-SPM 
■taadCa 
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and cons of paying forfinan^^services by commission 
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identifying sins of commission 

f-ffbepexttimeafin andal advi«*r na. , ULJl ,__ . 1 

reappears very keen to recom- Jw^SSL ° r SS™ 8 amount of ■T~T^ B independent financial advisers no 
1 imend a product, ask him how 22^]!?!!! 5?J* fore then ^ cus- I • • i-J a it til S recommend some of the top-perform 


rtbenext time afinandal adviser 
■^-appeals very keen to recom- 
, ^ n«nd a product, ask him how 
mcaafre he is receiving 
insurance company. It could 
'■^thatfiKproduct provide- will pay 
: h^n ? a handsome fee for signing you 
upland the cash to reward him wfl] 
oonieTjufgf your pocket 
Independent financial advisers do 
notahvays five up to their name, nor 
do.they aiways put the interests of 
their ctients first, according to claims 
CTiadethis'week. 

Tbke bas tong been a war of words 
betwem iFAs who receive cornmis- 
sjnn : from financial services com- 
paiaei md those who ask clients for 
y^tot^^sdvioe they give and then 
refund commission they would other¬ 
's jhatt received. 

1 IFAs account for only 5 



company,.Chartwell Investment 
Managemoit of Bath, has claimed 
that product providers often tempo¬ 
rarily increase commission levels to 
BtjradBiore business from IFAs. 

~ . John Briggs erf Chartwell quotes 
die current with-profits bond avail- 
ahleJfrogi Scottish Mutual, owned 
by Abbey National, which pays 7 
par commission to agents, 
compared with the market average 

5pec«pt 

- Scottish Mutual hit back by 
saying'lhat -its "special offers” to 

JFA^ did - HOI diwirf yantag g fh^> 

- consumer- : 

; Aspo*^ 000211 “The with- 
profits^mnd was established with 
rides 'that do not allow Scottish 
iduttad Assurance to ferine charges 
■ut of it other than by explicit and 
declaied' charges. SMA’s current 
sperialcommission offer can only 
peoefittbe customer as his benefit 
can onty either remain, the same or 
be improved. If the IFA takes full 
cafauSston either before or during 
the special offer, the customer gets 
exactly ihe same. 

- Tf- the IFA takes the same 


percentage or sterling amount of 
commission as before then the cus¬ 
tomer gains as the extra commission 
not taken up is used to enhance the 
customers* investment So customers 
do not lose out but many will gain. It 

is the IFA*s discretion as to how much 
of the available commission he lafepg 
and how much he gives up. All 
commission is fully di s clos e d to the 
customer by the IFA before the sale 
and by SMA after the sale. If the 
customer is unhappy with the com¬ 
mission he can and should discuss 
this with his IFA SMA is operating 
m Very curopctitive market and 
unlike some competitors, we are open 
about our commission offers. 

. “Varying the payments to the 
intermediaries is one of the most 
common forms of sales promotion 
and exists in all industries. In the case 
of SMA products, special commis¬ 
sion offers are set up so that the 
customer cannot lose — something 
that cannot be said of other 
industries." 

M r Briggs said IFAs who 
sold unit trusts rather than 
investment trusts might 
not be putting their customers’ inter¬ 
ests first He said: “More cost 
effective and better performing in¬ 
vestments are overlooked in favour of 
poorer performing and more expen¬ 
sive alternatives, as they pay a 
commission, 

“The average UK investment trust 
over the last five and ten years has 
outperformed its unit trust and 
insurance fond counterparts.” 

He suggests that one of the reasons 
for this is that investment trusts do 
not pay commissions. “Investment 
trusts tend to be held by institutional 
investors and sophisticated private 
investors who realise that they are 
better value. Investment trusts which 
specialise in particular sectors are 
cmen heavily bought by pension 
funds and held for the long term." 

He believes that the older invest- 



Foot in the door some IFAs seem to behave like old-time salesmen 


mem trust companies in particular 
have done better because their annu¬ 
al diarges are lower than average. 
He cites Foreign & Colonial and 
Alliance that have annual manage¬ 
ment charges of 0.5 per cent, com¬ 
pared with the average unit trust 
charge of between 125 and 1.5 per 
cent He also likes investment trusts 
because they can borrow to buy extra 
shares to increase value — known in 
die trade as gearing. 

He acknowledges that discounts 
may put some investors off. A 
discount is the difference between 
what the trust would be worth if all 


its assets were folly totted up. known 
as net asset value (NAV) and the 
actual share price, which often lags 
the NAV. 

When the stock market fell out of 
favour in the Seventies, some dis¬ 
counts on investment trusts fell to 30 
per cent, although the current aver¬ 
age discount stands at about 12 per 
cent 

Pensions are another area where 
he believes self-interest drives some 
commission-based IFAs to recom¬ 
mend products with high commis¬ 
sion charges. 

He said: “Why do the majority of 


independent financial advisers not 
recommend some of the top-perform¬ 
ing pension contracts? Why are 
companies such as Professional Life; 
Fleming Investment Trust Pensions, 
Equitable life and Winterthur not on 
the best buy list of most independent 
advisers?" 

He claims to have come across 
some sharp practice in pension sales. 
For example, one man found that he 
was unable to retire at 60 because, 
unknown to him, his adviser had 
written the term to 65 in order to 
obtain the maximum possible 
commission. 

Another diem had bought a pen¬ 
sion from an IFA that he b^ieved was 
a single premium product. Instead, 
die IFA has written it as an annual 
premium product which allowed him 
to take out half of the client’s 
investment as charges by classing the 
one-off payment as the first of 25. 

Mr Briggs said that for regular 
premium products, the commission 
paid to IFAs on a 25-year term would 
amount to 65 per cent of the first 
year’s premium. This does not ac¬ 
count for the set-up charges and 
annual fees which the product pro¬ 
vider may choose to levy. 

So should the product itself be 
regulated and should a limit be set on 
the maximum amount of commission 
payable? The watchdog for investors, 
the Persona] Investment Authority, 
which regulates the selling of prod¬ 
ucts, believes not 

A spokeswoman for the PIA said: 
“Some people would be unable to buy 
a savings or pension product if they 
had to pay a fee upfront For some, 
the only option is to spread die 
commission diarges over several 
years. If. however, we do spot 
commission bias we will investigate 
it 

The PIA also supervises “disclo¬ 
sure", a measure introduced to 
ensure that charges are folly ex¬ 
plained to consumers during the sale 
process. 
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Reject Fidelity status change 


?: ! 
- > 


FromMrS.M. Dmge 
Sir. Fidelity Investments has 
sent out to holders of 20 of 
unit trusts, including 
Peps, inviting acceptance of a 
new structure, namely to 
diange front a trustee status to 
. a shareholding in a fund 
within an Oeic fan open ended 
investment company). 

Although Fidelity compares 
the schemes in some detail, 
they leave it to the small print 
to contrast the change of 
status. In my opinion, this 
change of status turns out to 
be distinctly adverse. At 
present, unit holders have die 
protection of a trust Under the 
new scheme, they are asked to 
share in the losses of other 
funds within the Oeic. 

Obviously this change of 
status will be detrimental to 
. all Unit holders and there 
appearsto be little or no other 
advantages for them. They 
should vote against the resoiu- 
|[tion on June 17. If. however. 



the resolution is carried, dis¬ 
senters will be locked in or 
forced to sell 

This is not a healthy state of 
affairs for one of the our 
leading fund managers to be 
in, nor for their advisers. 
They should amend the 


r.. 


Government must stamp 
on Serps millennium bug 




FmmTtfr P. C. Ashford 
Sir, Approaching state retire¬ 
ment' age T have discovered a 

- vfngaening condition in the 

- payment of Serps pension 
-- Tiayinents previously unre¬ 
paired/ in the many press 

' mtidep of recent years. 

; tlfrl'die before or after 
• reaching retirement, my wid- 
pmtittfe'wia receive indefi- 
■ p&ejyfte full amount of my 
(Serps) Pension for 
■'".tthidr I have paid with my 
rtoSeinied contributions, 
'jutotywidows will already be 
'■'? in ibis situation. 

4 However, I find, and the 
- Be nefits Agency confirms, that 
V tbfrjs.so.anly untfl April 5. 

20GQ. lf jny demise is on April 
: fcaOOO, or after (as I expea 
and hope), she will receive 
only half my Additional Pen¬ 
sion. This arbitrary and ob¬ 
scene confiscation of what I 
:• -have‘paid for amounts to a 
redaction in ray wifels pension 

after April 5, 2000. of £2.000 

per annum at today’s rates! 

The Government vigorously 
and property altacks the pn 


vale pens ions industry for 
their misdeeds, but who is 
effectively to bring the Gov¬ 
ernment to task for its own. 
What is to be done about this 
second millennium bug? 
Yours faithfully. 

P. ASHFORD, 

54 Aldershot Road, 

Fleet, 

Hampshire. 

GUI39NT. 


■ Letters or information 
for Weekend Money 
may be sent by fax to 
0171-782 5082. Letters 
should include a daytime 
telephone number. The 
Times regrets it cannot 
always give individual 
replies or advice and 
asks that original docu¬ 
ments are not sent in. No 
legal responsibility can 
be accepted for advice or 
statements in these coF 
umns and independent 
professional advice 

should be sought 


scheme and dear their name. 
Yours faithfully, 

S. M. DRAGE. 

15 St Thomas. 

West Parade. 

Bexhill-on-Sea, 

East Sussex, 

TN39 3YA. 

Annuity rates 
mock system 

From Mr Douglas Grubb 
Sir, There seems little doubt 
that a continuing fell in annu¬ 
ity rates will ultimately dis¬ 
credit the present system of 
financing personal pensions 
and money purchase occupa¬ 
tional schemes (Weekend 
Money. April 11 and 25). What 
person is going to invest long 
term for a gross return of only 
4-5 per cent and loss of capital? 

Ironically, the downward 
trend in rates may eventually 
benefit pensioners in that this 
may prove to be the crucial 
factor in persuading the Gov¬ 
ernment to swap the profitable 
monopoly on pension provi¬ 
sion now enjoyed by the insur¬ 
ance industry. Already, a 60- 
year-old man wanting to prot¬ 
ect his wife through a joint life 
annuity would get a better 
gross return on £100.000 in a 
building society, and without 
loss of capital. Unfortunately, 
under present rules, he is not 
allowed that option. 

Yours faithfully. 

DOUGLAS GRUBB, 

52 Hall am Grange Crescent. 
Sheffield. SI04BD. 




G eneral Accident and 

The Royal Bank of Scot¬ 
land have wen ordered to 
pay a total of £800,000 in 
fines by Intro, the invest¬ 
ments watchdog- 

both companies had failed 
in their role as trustees® 
tm Morgan Grenfell funds 
-st the centre of die Peti* 
Young scandal, which erupt - 
ed 18 months ago. 

^Birmingham Midshins 
Building Society came 
under attack from its mem¬ 
bers. and Halifax bank on 

Wedn^day «n 


Scotland- The society wane 
to escape an exclusive 
danse it stone d last August 


when RBS offered tobitf « 
for £630 million. Halifax has 
since offered £780 million. 

■ About 26,000 Asda em¬ 
ployees are to be given £23 
million of shares in the 
supermarkets group tins 
summer as part of the big¬ 
gest employee sbare-^^ 
plans ever seen in the UlL 

Nellie Norman, the groups 
chairman, said that the 
would start going out 

to workers in July- 

■ General Accident and 
Guardian Royal 

^ of the UK's biggest 

ails of their expected losses 

on Tuesday- Severe wrather 


in the UK and one of the 
worst ice storms in Canada’s 
recent history are to blame 

for the companies’ forthcom¬ 
ing first-quarter results. 

■ Rivalry between two fi¬ 
nancial institutions spread 
from the high street to a 
small northern football dub. 
The Halifax Town team had 
not been able to raise spons¬ 
orship from Halifax, the 
local bank that likes 10 boast 
of giving a little Xtra help. 
The chance was seized by 
Nationwide Building Soci¬ 
ety. who decided that the 
opportunity to support Hali¬ 
fax Town Football Club was 
too good to miss. 

Halifax 0 - Nationwide 1- 
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Men (non-smokers) £100,000 
guaranteed cover 25 year term 


Age- 30' 

EAGLE STAR £11.4? 

Direct Line £12.SS 

Virgin Direct £13.13 

Works S Spencer £13,65 



Women (non-smokers) £100,000 
guaranteed cover 25 year term 


Age 35’ 


EAGLE STAR 

£11.41 

Direct Lir.c 

£12.£3 

Virgin Direct 

£13. CO 

Marks 2. Spencer 

£13.75 


o : . »ow-cost life assurance 

:ail 0800 77 66 66 


EAGLE STAR 


(My atsMiie n un UK. Plan mux end tatoe yur 70Ri bniKtoy. Tlwse Hens sre bed oi com, 
aeeemMetf Briny ate. The ptan a «feoMl«Me baps 18 to (4 non twindoy kx vma 
Lcnm ol owe. fuS wKun detiih are MiWH on raqucsL Ejgte Star Ufa Auwaroe Canary 
Limited a rafitfd by (be Personal (l in eament Autnorfry: (irfmnjMn or idnre mil only oe 
praidnd on Eagie Stw products. For you, mttCfian. yocrasE nay Gt recoded. 
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+ 355 % ■ + 449 % ■ + 503 % 





■Source: S&P Micropal. Offer to bid. net income 
reinvested. Since launch (3.8.87. 1.4.88 and 
3.8.87 respectively) to 1.4.98. 


' ’ • * 

Keep your sights on our star’PEP 


Find out about a Jupiter PEP for 98/99 today 


A s you can see from the figures 
above, the long-term record of Jupiter's 
three largest fully PEPable unit trusts 
puts the opposition in the shade. 

All three have beaten every other fund 
in their respective sectors since launch 
more than ten years ago. Investors in any 
of them now have an investment of at 


least 414 times their original stake. 

For further information call us free, 
complete the coupon or talk to your 
financial adviser. 

Set your sights on a star PEP. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL FREE ON 0500 0500 98 



Jupiter 

Leaders in long-term performance 

Rwyvp«faiTn8ncek> 1A8B: J( 4 )tt 8 rlncoiTUi 1/7B+ 197%. J^itar UK Growth 3/129 + 183%, Ji4>it0r Euopean 4/112 + 233 VSouca sm*MlQop 0 L Offer to bid, naincOffla reinvested- 


lb: Investor Support, Jupiter Unit Trust Managers lid., KrtgWsbridge House, 197 KrtigWsbridge, London SW71RB 
Ptaase send me further information on: Jupiter PEP Q Jupiter Unit Trusts O PEP Transfer Q 


print Name (Mr/Mra/Ms)--—.—--Address.., 


.. Postcode-- 


.—riaz.05 


*.>^ UntThittManng«L»eraQ4^WlMro>ndawPB«onairMMnmAUh[rt»MB nto cfAinF.A3UtaaanrrfC^^ 

; rt i*TOrmttcM(»d OH nreMfl«up,ln^baaaaaBdWaB*«noBaayartaBoii&8nd^n^nttflaba*tt«amtwkHgMed.Curert» 

in #* Mach 1800 Budge IW^o«aa«fl enrtnuoto be mdrimatfe h a P6P athauoh no ateoetiara can be made afar 5 flprt 1899. From 6 April 1999 FtPs wl tew the same 

AoBort. PbA petatrantt to not necsBsarty agufda loUm psriamam. Up »10W al tv snrul manaQomBnl lee b to be tatan fan capital d&wflh & hew® Fmd. tomeTh^M^hraiieHminer^awjrw^ 
raslhc* eapW gum. For yo* nuty w my recod or imfcmty motor el afaphore cab. B you n i»ue oftte aiabity of mfc hwrtnm ptaartrtjowireraaadiWsrCi^ 
nayba oMftwdton JL^Urtlh^UampareUt houbs. T87 KrtgWaMdgB. London SW 71 Ra 9 flie(reparfcuSwaKliMylBaBwdticumB« 8 maif^obBDbte«wdwwrgr 
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Iron out stock market 
fluctuations with the Friends Pi 

With Profit Bond. 


The stock market is up one minute. 


Friends Provident will make your money work 


down the next This doesn't happen with the harder. Call 0800 00 00 80 now. 


Friends provident With Profit Bond. You get 


"Subject to an administration charge of 


steady growth potential and the reassurance 1 % a year taken monthly for the first six years. 


of a degree of security on your investment. A reduced allocation rate of 98.5% applies to 


Plus, you get a guaranteed first year 


investments of less than £5,000. A discon- 


bonus. The more you invest, the higher it gets 
- from 6.5% up to 10%* 


tinuance deduction will apply to encashments 


in the first five years. 


You can start investing from as little as 


A Market Value Adjustment may apply in 


£3,000 and feel secure in the knowledge that some circumstances. 


Get on The Blue Line 



We’re open 8 to 8 Weekdays. 10 to 4 Weekends. Call 0800 00 00 80. 


FRIENDS^PPROVIDENT 


THE VALUE OF THE PLAN IS NOT GUARANTEED AND CAN OO UP AND DOWN DEPBffiMG ON INVESTMENT PERFORMANCE. T>t PERFORMANCE DEPENDS ON THE 
PROFITS FRBDS PROVIDENT MAKES APO ON TTEDECISKMS FT TAXES AS TO THEIR OiSTnBUTXM, 

FRIENDS PROVIDENT THE BLUE LUE LISTED IS A REPRESENTATIVE ONLY OF THE FR008 TOOVTOUfT MARKETING GROUP WMCH IS REGULATED BY THE 

PERSONAL WVESTMEJfT AUTHORITY 
YOUR CALL MAY BE RECORDED FOR YOUR 8ECWVTY. 



THE UK's HIGHEST 


YIELDING 

CORPORATE 

BOND PER 


(7.50% p.o. tax free) 


Is also the top performing Corporate Bond PEP ■— Number 1 in its sector over 3, 5 and 10 years' 


■— Ideal for investors wonting a high income -— Standard & Poors Micro pal 5 star ranked and AA 


rated by S & P Fund Research ■— Aberdeen Prolific - now one of the UK's leading investment 


specialists with £13bn under management —• Call now on 0800 35 37 37 to bring a smile to your face 


A 

Aberdeen Prolific 


Pleaia send me details of: Aberdeen Prolific Corporate Bond PER Please return this coupon to Aberdeen Prolific Unit Trust Managers Limited, 

Freepost, 10 Queen's lerroce, Aberdeen AB10 1WV 


Tide (Mr/MndMIss/Ms) 


C O 2 E 

PHASE QUOTE 4WCH PHQNMG 


if you do nor whh to receive any further mailings from Aberdeen Prolific, plaase tick the bo> □ Aberdeen prolific Fhed Interest 7.50% running and 
redemption yield os at 6/4/98. This Is on annual figure and Income may fluctuate. 'Source: Reuters Hindsight, offer to bid, with grass Income 
reinvested to 31/3/98, Aberdeen PVoSfle Fixed Interest is the underlying unit Trust end is top In the UK Fbed Interest sector aver 3,5 ond 10 years. 
Please remember that post perfo u u u noe Is not necessa ril y a guide to the future. The value of units and the income from them may go down as well 
os up and you may not get back the amount originally invested. The Chonce fl or has announced that a new tax privileged investment, the Individual 
Savings Account, will be available from April 1999. No further PEP Investments will be permitted after this date. As the Monoger’s periodic charge 
is taken out of capital, distributable income will be increased or the expense of capit al which wfl either be eroded or fi*we growth re str aine d. The 
fund manager seeks to Invest In securities which wffi provide a high yte*d. These securities may be considered high risk. Risk b reduced br baking a forge 
spread of stocks. Issued by Aberdeen Prolific Unit Trust Marta gets, regulated by IMRO and the Perianal Investment Authority and a me mb er of AUT1F 


A NEW ANGLE ON INVESTMENT 0800 35 37 37 
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Patience rewarded 


after four-year fight* 





A n insurance company’s offer of 
compensation to a man mis-sold a 
personal pension has tripled in 
size after a four-year battle. The case 
could encourage thousands of pensions 
mis-selling victims to challenge the levels 
of compensation being offered by insur¬ 
ance companies, potentially doubling the 
industry’s estimated £11 billion bill. 

Bob Wattage, from Crawley, West 
Sussex, had his offer of compensation 
increased from £7,000 to £23,000 after his 
independent financial adviser, a pen¬ 
sions lawyer and Channel 4’s Mrs 
Cohen's Money took up his case. 

Mr Wattage. 63. a former employee of 
APV. the engineering company, now 
works at Ifield Golf & Country Club. He 
said: "When 1 received the offer I couldn't 
believe it 1 accepted it straight away in 
case they changed their minds! It’s 
absolutely briliianL" 

The insurance company. Lincoln Nat¬ 
ional admitted Mr Wattage should not 
have been persuaded to transfer his guar¬ 
anteed company pension assets into a. 
personal pension. It claimed its original 
offer of compensation had been carried 
out “fully in compliance with the guide¬ 
lines'* of the financial regulators. 

But in a letter to Mr Wattage in 
February, Lincoln admitted that if he 
complained to the Personal Investment 
Authority Ombudsman or took the case 
to court, his compensation was likely to 
be much higher. Two weeks ago they 
offered him £22.66159, without admitting 
liability and emphasising the calcula¬ 
tions had still been carried out in accord¬ 
ance with the guidelines. 

Ian Williams of Marshall Williams. 
Mr Wattage’s I FA said: “Obviously I’m 


Matthew Wall has 

a warning for the 
victims of pension 
mis-selling not to 
simply accept what 
a company offers 


delighted for Bob, but equally concerned 
that there must be many other circum¬ 
stances where the regulator’s guidelines 
for calculating redress are grossly ineffi¬ 
cient. How many thousands of other 
people must there be who are being 
under-compensated?” 

Graham Ctarystie, pensions partner at 
the solicitors Howard Kennedy, who also 
challenged Lincoln’s calculations on Mr 
Wailage’s behalf, said: “The lesson is that 
initial offers of compensation should not 
be accepted by anybody. If you pul your 
foot down and challenge the offer you 
can get more. The regulatory guidelines 
for the calculation of compensation are 
clearly far too flexible They give insur¬ 
ance company actuaries far too much 
freedom to make assumptions that 
favour their employers rather than 
victims of mis-selling.” 

The whole idea of the personal pen¬ 
sions review, set up by the Securities and 
Investments Board in 1994. was that all 
those who had been sold a personal 
pension inappropriately should be put 
back into die position they would have 


been in had they not bought the pension 
in the first place.Ideally, this means 
reinstating people in their company 
schemes. Where this is not possible, the 
insurance company can top up personal 
pensions to recompense for the loss of 
company scheme benefits. 

However. John Virgo, a barrister who 
has handled hundreds of pensions missel- 
ling cases, says: “Most people who are be¬ 
ing offered a cash top-up settlement are 
likely to be shortchanged at retirement if 
assessed under the current regulatory 
guidelines. The rates at which they assume 
pension funds grow are unrealistically 
high. It is time that the regulators revisited 
these guidelines and changed them.” ^ 

R ingrose Wharton, a Bristol solicitor 
representing pension mis-selling 
victims, has issued 450 writs against 
insurance companies. So far, ISO cases 
have been settled, almost always in the 
claimant's favour. But no cases have 
actually come to court preventing any 
legal precedent being seLMr Virgo, who 
has acted for Ringrose Wharton, believes 
that if a legal challenge to the regulatory 
guidelines were successful, the industry's 
estimated compensation bill could double. 

A spokeswoman for the Financial Ser¬ 
vices Authority (FSA), the new financial 
super-regulator, said: “The actuarial as¬ 
sumptions are designed to be fair and 
reasonable and are updated on a quarterly 
basis. We accept that individual circum¬ 
stances are often unique and that a general 
formula may not catch all the anomalies. 
But we have not been presented with any 
evidence of a systematic failure of the 
pensions review process. If there is such 
evidence, we would like to hear it” 


An Equitable way 
to top up your 
company pension. 


IT'S EASY TO GET MORE 

We regularly pay up to 30% MORE* than the surrender value 
for with profits endowment and whole life policies. 

Policy Portfolio Price £21,100 , 


Don’t lose out - 


contact Policy Portfolio Pfc today. PORTPOT TO 
tyita Pssonaikiws&TwxAuthority A '-'XVirv/U.W 


Did you know that to receive the maximum pension 
available, you would typically have to be a member of the 
same company pension scheme for 40 years? 

Or that changing your job, even once, could 
dramatically reduce your pension? So that, just when you 
have more time to enjoy life, you have less money 

Topping up your company pension with an Equitable 
Free-Standing Additional Voluntary Contribution Scheme 
can help bridge the gap. 

Ybu make contributions from your gross income, with 
tax relief at the highest rate you pay. 

Remember that the value of tax relief available will 
depend on individual circumstances, and that current 
legislation can change in the future. 

What’s more, we don’t believe in paying commission to 
third patties for the introduction of new business. 

If you would like more information by post and by 
telephone call 10990) 38 48 58, or return the coupon below. 
www.equirable.co.uk 


Direct Line Rates 


Direct Liar Instant Arens Account 


UP TO 7,25%. GROSS*.. 


Direct Liar Standard Variable Mortg age Bate 
VARIABLE RATE .413^..?“ 

7.94% - -- 


Pit« ct Liar Penonal Loans 
AMOUNT OF LOAN I ." ■ AM-” 

— 

-£6^00__ B 

- & 0 ' 000 ‘u3at!i 


Ail rain correct at 14th April 1998. 


For your security your idcphone coS maybe recorded 
Iniormatiao/iiiJvicc will only be given on Equitable group products 
Regulated by the ftworud I nv est m e n t Authority 
THE KAJ [TABLE UFL FHEEFOST YAUON STW1X AiUSUItl' BUCKINGHAMS] UHL HPI1 IBB 


to The Eqouhir Life.FREEPOST. VbkaiSuers. AYLESBURY Buck* HP21 7 RR 
! I would erlnxM infarmaiian an The Equitable 1 * frer-StaodinR A VC plan* Q I 

TOVEKD 

NAME (Mr Mr* Mksl _______ 



•.(•lOrta y .HUtOi an* 
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The Equitable Life 


You profit from our principles 
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MORTGAGES 


mtiiiit 

PERSONAL LOANS 





ifiANClAL SCRV-CCS 


Soarce: Dirra Line Financial Services. For further information obomt 
the Direct Line products listed abort, please phone the appropriate 

_rtnmAer quoting ref, TTBB53 
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Margaret and Bob Wailage’s good fortune could see foe pensions industry’s estimated compensation bill double in size ] 
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^ TfflELTiMEs Satu rday may 2199s 

Q THE^ 

Tax answers for 

I’ * people in a huriy 








•A^'SS^ Suideboak 

l\ poWished by Price 
ir^L Waterhouse, the ace- 
i - otaitiat. provides fast and 
\ 1 jssyanSwieis to tax queries 
;/-att}-'!'explains the complex 
:ji*s,of -our tax system. The 
1 - e dition covers topics 
[ ranging - from capital gains 
^' :tjoL.inaaiw tax and stamp 
and corporation 
i - fai For a free copy, call the 
-•- ' FBce?- Waterhouse publica- 
.iifflisdfipt on 0171 939 2117. 

_-l . "/ /■" 

■J^aQowmg the inheritance 
7 tax breathiog spaa: afforded 
In the recent Budget, Towiy 
r law, tbe independent finan- 
>-rial adviser, has issued a 
. gtnfle to IHT planning. The 
- -Death Tax—How to Avoid It! 

Outlines the transfers and gifts 
.... which are either immediately 
or potentially exempt from 
IHT phis any assets on which 
inheritance tax relief is avail¬ 
able, For a free copy, write to 

Towry Law. Bayiis House, 
Stoke Poges Lane. Slough. 
SK13BR or call 0345 868244. 

■ tV licensing has launched 
yU ;new way to pay for a telev¬ 
ision licence with the intro- 
4 dacthm of telephone direct 
ddnt By calling 0990 226666, 
customers will be able to set 
. up their annual, quarterly or 
. monthly direct debit pay¬ 


ments immediately over the 
telephone, thereby eliminat¬ 
ing the need to fill in a form. 

■ To help smaller companies 
either establish or extend em¬ 
ployee share ownership plans. 
ProShare has launched ihe 
ESSential Club (Employee 
Share Schemes Club). Mem¬ 
bership is open to companies, 
both quoted and unquoted, 
who have less than 250 em¬ 
ployees in the UK or less than 
£150 million market capitalis¬ 
ation. For information, call 
0171 600 0984. Membership 
costs £325.00 plus VAT pa. 

■ Three high net worth home 
insurance products, under¬ 
written by Cox Underwriting 
Services Ltd, are being offered 
by John Holman and Sons, 
the insurance product market¬ 
ing company. Portfolio Plus is 
for homes valued up to £15 
million with £500.000 worth 
of contents. This policy pro¬ 
vides unlimited cover, no war¬ 
ranties and legal expenses 
cover. Portfolio is for house¬ 
holds needing £250,000 worth 
of cover. Cotswold is designed 
for people with high-quality 
homes, but not necessarily 
high sums to insure. Call 
01268 735566 for more details. 

Lizanne Rose 
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instant access accounts 

Standard Life Bank 0345 555657 
Scottish Widows Bank 0845 8450829 
Safeway 0800 995995 
Northern Rock 0845 600 6767 

NOTICE ACCOUNTS & BONDS 

Scarborough BS 01723 500616 
Legal & General Bank 0500111200 
First National BS 0800 558844 
Investec Bank (UK) 0171 203 1650 

FIRST TESSAS (TAX FREE) _ 

Norwich & Peterborough 01733 372222 
Bradford & Bingtey BS 0800 592588 
Darlington BS 01325 368368 
Sun Bank 01438 744505 

CREDIT CARDS _ 

Capital One Bank 0800 669000 
RBS Advanta 0800 077770 
Co-operative Bank 0800 109000 


WEEKEND MONEY 57 


'NEY INFORMATION SERVICE 


SAVERS^ BEST. BUYS 


Account 

Direct Access 
Instant Access 
Direct Savings 
Save Direct Inst 


Account 

Scarborough 30 
60 Direct 4 
90 Day Notice 
Base Plus 


Account 


Notice 
of term 

InstantT 

InstantB 

Instants 

InstantB 

Notice 
of term 

30 day 
60 day B 
90 day P 
1 year 

Notice 
of term 

5 year 
5 year 
5 year 
5 year 


Deposit 

iT 

2100 

£ 1,000 

£5,000 


Deposit 

£ 1,000 

£ 10,000 

£500 

£ 2,001 


Deposit 

2100 

£500 

21,000 

21,000 


Interest 
Rate paid 

~i!5i VTy 

7.00 Yiy 

7.30 Yly 

7.80 Yly 

interest 
Rate paid 

*750 Yly 

8.00 Yly 

7.20 VTy 

8.00 Yly 

Interest 
Rate paid 

Too Yly 

8.00 Yly 

8.00 Yly 

8.00 Yly 



- -a / / • ... 
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r CARPS BEST BUYS : 

Card type 

Interest 
per month 

APR% 

Fee per 
annum 

Visa 

0.57%N 

6.90%N 

NS 

Visa 

0-64%N 

7.90%N 

Nil 

Advantage Visa 

0.69%NC 

8.60%N 

m 


PERSONAL Loans BEST BUYS 


PERSONAL LOANS _ 

Northern Rock 0345 421421 
Yorkshire Bank 0800 202122 
Direct Line 0181 680 9966 


Monthly payment on £5,000 for 3yrs 
with insurance no insurance 


9£0%H 

12.50% 

12.80%A 


£183.13 

£190.33 

£183.75 


£166.11 

£165.77 

£166.38 


NB. A = Minimum age 22 ware, B = Operated by post or telephone, C = no Interest free period. F = Fixed Rata. H ~ H 
insurance not arranged APR 12.7 per cer&N« Introductory rale tor a Hmtted period. P- Operated by Post T = Operated by 
Telephone. 

* RATES SHOWN ARE GROSS AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
PLEASE CHECK RATES BEFORE INVESTING 
Source; MoneyFacis, the Monthly Guide fo i7w2$*7»v & Mortgage Rates (01682 500 677) 


- BASE RATES V 
MORTGAGES 
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FT4E10O 
PRICE DiOEX 


f ^ 5600 ! 

- A 5400 1 
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NATIONAL SAVINGS 


Gross A! tax rates Mnftnaxknum 
rate 20% 40% knaarndC Notice Contact 


Ortfinary A/c 1 2.00 

liwesarwnt A/c*a 4.75 
moomaBond'd 7JOO 
Rest Opt Bond- 650 
46th Issue Carth a 4.60 
ChSdran's Bondt 6.00 
Gan Ext Rata 3.51 

Capital Bond* » 6.00 

13th hid Unfoadf* 225 
Pensns Bond S5 ■ 6.10 


1.60 120 10-10,000** 0645645000 

380 225 1-499*" tmth 0645645000 

5.80 4202,000*5,000" 3mm 0645 645000 

520 290 1.000-250K** 0545645000 

100-10,000 Sday 0645645000 
25-1,000 Sday 0645 645000 
0645645000 

4.80 3.60 100250,000 Sday 0645 645000 

100-10,000 Sday 0645 645000 
4.88 3.66 500-50,0008 SOday 0645 645000 


’ bsr £70 (CUO fi} ofm tax free. bst aces tor if? to Cl00 -* Unkmtnd orkitiond /rite tor 
remeetaapmcaadB fTextree ibies gross end taajGmranteed when heuivSyaars 
112% net bonus br £3X000+ ttOOOOOjtrtaadtionloS1.SS.S3*vtS4Wttngs*TaAab!i} 
but aed n kd. v £SOO-tOO.OOO earn ttgngr rates."Tiered rates appty 


AS figures are the gross annual annuity (£100,000 

purchase), guaranteed 5 years, paid monthly in advance 

SINGLE LIFE (level ann) Male: Age 60 Age 65 Age 70 


Female: Age 60 


Legal & General-Level 

Equitable Life_level 

Canada Ufa.Level 

Standard Life_Level 

Sun Life..—.Level 

SINGLE LIFE 

Canada Life.—Level 

Generali_..Level 

Equitable Life.Level 

Norwich Union._Level 

NP1-Level 


JOINT UFE, 2/3 WIDOWS Mate: Age 60 
(level annuity) Female: Age 55 

Equitable Life_Level £7.435 

Generali —.-Level £7,357 

Prudential.Level £7,309 

Legal & General.-Level £7,254 

Stalwart -.Level £7,276 

Sauna: «mwt OreaiOirt 684 8000} 


£8,520 £ 9,563 £10,879 

£8,512 £9,531 £10,928 

£8,418 £9,511 £10,997 

£ 8,336 £9,440 £10,880 

£8,289 £ 9,428 £10,961 


£8,595 

£8,557 

£8.552 

£8,403 

£ 8,354 

Age 65 
Age 60 


Age 70 

£9,808 

£9,634 

£9,622 

£9,621 

£9,435 

Age 70 
Age 65 

£8,642 

£8.702 

£8.603 

£8,629 

£8.528 
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, ANNUAL INCOME 
Rates as at April 3a 1998 

Investment (£) Company 


Standard 
Rate (%) 




1,000 

Ham bra Assured 

4.85 



5,000 

GE Fin Assur 

6.05 

■ 


10.000 

G£ Fin Assur 

6-50 

* : 

■* 1^-; 

2 Years 

1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.35 



3,000 

nT Lon & Edin 

5.95 

—- I" 


15,000 

A1G Life 

6.02 



20,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.10 


. .3 Years 





1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.45 



3,000 

ITT London & Ed 

6.00 

-r-i 
• • « 


20,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.10 

- 

50.000 

Hambro Assured 

6.15 

‘ ■ ■ -J 

4 Years 




. » - . • • . * r* 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.25 

- 1 

• 

3,000 

ITT London & Ed 

5.90 

' - • " .7 r 

■ 5 Yeas- 




— 7 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.20 



3.000 

ITT London & Ed 

5.75 



FIXED RATE 


% Minimum 

Gross Buying Gross Issue purchase 

coupon price yield price amount 


Birmingham Midshires 9.375% 130.50 7.18 

Bradford & Bingley 11.625% 159.00 7.31 

Bradford & Bingley 13.000% 176.50 7.37 

Britannia 13.000% 180.25 721 

Coventry 12.125% 170.75 7.10 

First National 11.750% 161.25 729 

Leeds & Holbeck 13.375% 190.00 7.04 

Newcastle 10.750% 15525 6.92 

Newcastle 12.625% 182.00 634 

Skipton 12.875% 188.50 6.90 

PERPETUAL SUBORDINATED BONDS 

Chelt & Gloucester 11.750% 164.75 7.13 


Halifax 

Halifax 

Halifax 

Bristol & West 
Northern Rock 


8.750% 119.25 7.34 

12000% 155.50 7.72 

13.630% 19025 7.16 

13380% 183.00 7.31 

12625% 173.50 7.28 


PtBS^Fennaranl interost-baaring shores. Source Greenwich NatWest 

i SHARE M FOCUS: EMI II 

“ P APPR0 * C>i eoo 


Sowok QroinDorinln do Btoi 0171-483 7B00. Net rata. Income and capital guaranteed. 
-BetyaunendacTanno voy. Monthly income may be waieble. 




Mw' Jun ' Jul ~ Aiig 


Sep bet ‘ Nov Dec Jan* ftOta^Apr 400 


LARGERL04DERS 


Interest 

rate % 


Bank of Scotland 
0645 812812 
Bank of Ireland 
01189 684300 
Northern Rock’ 
0845 6050500 
AHIance & Laic 
0345108108 
Halifax 

01422 333333 


Loan Max 
size % 

any 95 


0.99 £20-145k 

3.89 to£2S0k 

4.90 £20-300k 
4.95 no max 


0%for2 mths, 

2% (fisc for 10 mths 
Fixed 6 mths 
More rises, *£280 
Fixed to 1.9.00 
*£395 

Fixed to 13.00 
*0.5%, £300 max 
Fixed to 31.8.00 
*£295 


NB.*tee, • compulsory product, biddings and contorts insurance. 


Interest Loan Max 

rate % size % Notes 


Bank of Scotland 
0645 812812 
Scarborough 
0990133149 
Mansfield 
01246 202055 
Bank of Ireland 
0118 9684300 
Leeds & Holbec k 1 
0113 2257777 


0.05 to £150k 
030 £25-175k 


039 £20-145k 


1.45 to £l80k 


0% 2 mths, 

2% disc for 10 mths 
Faced tori yr 
0.75% loan fee 
8% cfisc-6 mths, 
more dscs apply 
Fixed 6 mths, 
more dscs, £280 fee 
7% dsc-6 mths, 
more discs apply 


RRST-T1MEBUYERS 


Interest 

rate % 


Loan Max 
size % 


Bank of Ireland 0.99 £20-145k 

01189 684300 

Bristol & West 3.49 no max 

0800 119955 

Wesleyan Hm Lns 5.35 to £100k 

0121 2003003 

Halifax 5.65 any 

01422 333333 

Alliance & Leic 1 5.85 £20-300k 

0345 108108 


Fix 6 mths, more 
dscs. £280 fee 
Fix to 1.4.99 
£295 fee 

&25% disc 1 year 

Fixed to 31.8.00 
£195 fee 
Fixed to 1.5.00 
£150 fee 


NB.' Compulsory products, holdings and contents Insurance. 


NB.' Compufeory products, bufcfings and conterSa Insurance 

Larger landers, Joans end fksHwne buyos tables by Bay's Qjobs Ltd tOt753860*82! 


THE^l^TIMES 

THE SUCCESS STORY OF THE NINETIES 
CAN YOU ALWAYS GET YOUR COPY? 

Dear Newsagent, please deliver/«ve ax a copy of THE TIMES 

Name_ 

Address_ 

_Postcode- 
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_ mo oner *h % 

AEGON LIFE ASSURANCE 
Efiabtf]* PM, Et&nkanb. EHQKE 
OOLS9WI 

BUanccd 627.10 66J.60 * ISO ... 

UXDju/iy 899.10 9SI50 -1<M0 ... 

Proper*? 483J0 siuo - oao ... 

rtaetflmeRa. J7S.30 W7.6Q * a 10 ... 

Mono 287JO 303.00 * 0J0 ... 

UqemHfaKIl] 512.30 S42.40 - 1.90 ... 


BH8 4AL 

» 0202292313 

CUnUSUlH 231.00 243.to » IOO ... 

aUalM 204JO 213.10 • U0 ... 

InKmUtaml S4 2«.K» 25A90 - t oo . 

musicafa tjs.ro Miw ... ooo 

r , --Mt*aPa«±fle iszjo ream - iso ... 

• ’rZ CUmpeBn54 317-20 333.90 - a« ... 

•-9--. =PtOpra«r4 464J0 «8J0 • 1.93 ... 

yV" Eqi i li r3gr<- 35as0 375.70 - 6J0 ... 

95030 KKttTO . 8.90 ... 

3WJ0.396AO . 

•pm'HMjseM 376J0 39600 • 110 ... 

. Ratmsar *».io «mo .120 ... 

•- ABMSkanacr* 9I3SO 961*0 -16.10 ... 

' mshtncSwe - noi.70 iimjo •iijo ... 

tnOOMWSa* 2t£M 2SZX - 060 ... 

• I - Z33.ro 246.10 - 7J0 ... 

• ■- —rmmaly HIB Sjnroel litcAsmmvx LU 

r.SeraiiyFuirf 89680 9SIJJ 

• •• Brut* mad 979 jo icodjn *22.10 ... 

J 00230 84600 *680 ... 

-----OOBernmO 763.70 808-20 -610 ... 

-*'s_XmbllFniid 7MJ0 «&40 • 12-70 ... 

-.• -^ScwtewiKl 1 213-70 *^-2 Vi, 

-irapmSertegA 9010 631-80 ♦ 8.40 4-» 

- , . *35!UOJK 999-20 1049JD *1600 ... 

nwtirand nos^o lassxo * ijd 

- - . „ : 348jaflOS Str \ 829.10 *77.40 *12-50 ... 

iinin isaoaa iwrjo «2ZJ0 --- 

.BttUddFimd 1087.10 nsa40 -suo ... 

, Mnoqr Series A 332.W 3BJ0 *OJ0--- 

J -:*mnryunto 447.10 4TO.70 *040... 

TtaSreml 068-50 1024® *15.40 ... 

rtlMttKTCM 498-20 527JO * 3JO ... 

- - mOO 24WO *080 ... 

UmnFDKl 1306.10 1382-20 * 9.® ... 

. y .-'■ RtfCeflFond 4»10 484J0 -1020 ... 

r—» - 8|| i. il .i r rn* 779L40 82*80 *6® 

1 ' • SWaUSlJJ 87780 92*24) *1*20 ... 

' : en®CnraX5 2982*3 31680 *080 .. 

: : J ■- J^enrseTeS ZXUB 24620 

■ mSBUrCn 56080 W351 - 6J0 ... 

R«mo»TBrgMLiteAssuTinraCo.Lul 
. «• - 28JM ***> ***■- 

-T: mwaiserl 99.W 104.40 

Rwumemi 430W 44180 •!»■■■ 

■ ‘ - Sm 6980 73JO - 1.10 ... 

^ 9)1.70 W.M *17^ ... 

Hrwtcroain 20J.ro 309JO • 600 

1 _ ' PttOHW 40610 427JO • 6® ■■■ 

:jSump 126® 

■ J • T8BAjaertcan 43620 45620 - 220 ... 

1BBBmCWTU 1506® 1»TO *96“ ••• 

■ ■. TSDnoreu 460.40 505J0 * W ■ 

■ dOB-10 6*020 * ••• 

• ItelSae JJ6W 335.40 - 5J0 . - - 

' ' t- • 

*' - A lire n DUNBAR ASSURANCE 
. ... tehdiiu 5N1IEL 

L ; 4&« * ;; 

- * ' EiwJ»* 3 2I94JO 2JI6® *3*-jJ 

■;--;3b& Sw ^ 

i;-' *m^SSir*a ism-2 161MD -soo . . 

AtarUxn Aa: 6TJ.« -i“ 

uxrPmDMe 13020 IJJ-IO ; J® •; 

; .. BtaBnntaJ Bands 2980 * OJU 

LAW LIFE 
HighWjwafccBdtte 

lflrJO 20L00 * — 

1099-30 ■; 

2S64) 22110 • ■-2. 

fw.ro i2fr'» ’ '-2 ^ 
ITZJ-OO l** 4 * • 4 ?iX 
I £|3J50 IWoO ' ’ 

Is S3 :'S3 

ss SS :ig ■■■■■ 
SS zs. :IS:: 

CK«Dtpser6 W-® 361X0 #a *‘" 


ft UeM ETWB 

s 'SS 

II ss :g 

Mini 547.40 - J-® 
SSi 321.f0 -»»-■ 
SJ420 • 4.IP ■■ 
UJ JO 491.70 * 1 ® • • 

%J0 3SIA» *03® ■■ 

3W« 379“ • -Jg • 
2ii40 •* yZa . 

liTw S7160 - •• 

HflOO 168 53 - -® ■ 

as ss :'i» ” 

Is :‘S ■ 
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GUARDIAN ROYAL EXCHANGE 


taetQi 

afcm, Kent ME4 4JF 

<10-Equity Cap 
-do-Equity liw 

2B887 240925 
377824 297395 

*4810 ... 
*01.95 ... 

Royal Ertbaafc Laarioa EG. MnSSTMl 
Asa Prop fids 99130 103200 - 240 .. 

a 1»I0E 

1201® 

- Om . 

-do-FUal Cap 

«I.I9 

S27JI 

• 1.77 .. 

Maiused Irtttlal 

05240 

68880 

• 5.70 .. 

124X17 


-9® ... 

-do-Fixed inv 

82606 

870.18 

* 3.49 

-do-ACC 

W9.70 

105220 

• 8.70 .. 

113*23 

118300 

4 836 ... 

-do-Index cap 

24036 

25302 

« a42 ... 

Fgnliy Initial 

111200 

1171.10 


68SJ8 

721.46 

-1102 ... 

-do-index im 

3984S 

417® 

♦ a«, ... 

-do-ACC 

170*70 

1794.40 

♦31® .. 

1091.® 

114885 

4 894 ... 

-do-Mned Cap 

88504 

93247 

*1819 ... 

Fixed Ini taUil 

53870 

596.® 

♦ 1® . 

121500 

127905 

» 501 ... 

-do-Mngd in* 

>46109 

153800 

*27.71 ... 

-do-ACC 

825® 

86870 

« 1® .. 


247.® 260.90 * IJD ... 
UIJ0 I36W - AC0 ... 


Fixed lmrea 43445 457J2 * nag ... 

QbOF und 32381 34686 -613 ... 

Mirueedinv 7» 78 74609 * 629... 
MlttAOierRcom 3952H 4150 -631... 

BRITANNIA __ 

50 Bottenfl Si Qassaw G2 6HR 

0(41148 2000 

Mosnndrert 2S2.« 267.10 * 230 ... 
tatormancr Plus 284.70 311® -680 ... 
wurromral 204.10 215-90 *620... 

UK Opportunity 392® 371.10 ♦ 7JD ... 

EuraOpfwfTunlrr 38*80 406® ♦ 150 ... 

NormAnMfOpp 3*6® 345.® - 4.7D ... 
FirEUlOpp IWJ0 179.70 - 5.10 ... 
CWIB propser I 187.40 19720 ... ... 

ClhPropSer2 25110 2t*JP *420 ... 

Ptxrd 1TK 2682D »3J0 » 620 ... 

Odl 181.® 192-40 - 620 6.49 

Ofmest 340 ® 38060 - 670 .. 

HrrmenyiAJ , _ 

Manned Fund 528.90 55670 * 480... 
tlKEquUT 1061 JO 111720 *21.® ... 
Property 34800 366® -5.70... 

MiHxyMiAfl ^*20 3TO.40 » 630 ... 

Fixed inloCR 38940 41020 • OJO . . 

4apa„ 25320 266M - 7JO ... 

Norm America 290.® 306W -4.ro... 

iRKsnutonal S2680 554.® - U0 ... 

European 491.® J(72D *220 ... 

FirU*l 12570 133.40 - 320 ... 


Manage 2 49180 51730 * 1.70 . 

propm’ 3I6T0 33530 *020 ... 

CEbAFidUII 309.70 31600 * 030 ... 

Equity 63*17 667 JO - 7 40 ... 

SSr 245JO 258-30 ♦ 020 ... 

cute Euro Med 40730 65330 -16® ... 

Qifc inU Fd 40*« 4ZbJO - 670 ... 

uanaaedFund KMU0 ii0480 * 3.70 ... 

property Fund M830 67140 - 0.10 .. 

Eou&ynjDd 156500 ln«7.« *1820 . 

GUI edged Fd 79900 84100 *'-»■■■ 

Deport Fund 378.70 39660 * Q-*> ■ ■ 

SniH *420 mto V® --- 

lyneroeilonttl 64430 678® -1180 ... 

.57.ro.. 

MeREumpean 686.10 * 090 ... 

Merc ns ini 657.® 6®.® » 4 loo ... 

Gld Money 381® «&« * OJ0 .. 
Mercury inUMgd 92120 9W.ro -J.ro... 
MCTCUTT Fid im 38720 40730 * 630... 
Mercury Japan 191.10 201 ID - 8» .. 

MwcWiAmer 571» InS'" 

riKProoenv S2930 557JO *040 ... 

1475.® 155300 *1670 ... 

CTTY OF WEgTM TNSTER _ASSURANCE 

%£ gs 38 ■■■ 

Crony fund 61020 641® “ 640 . 

CLE RICAL MEDICALfFIDELITY 

gSto? «l« ^20 *610... 

sSm 58220 *1400 ... 

7MJ0 27730 * 020 ■■■ 

laSiis'ii 

imlmrome . j.*) ... 

Eu,Df, s , £5 wjo - a® - 

Japanese -4.40... 

ills -OJO ... 


|S SS :SSS::: 

^ BB-St 

imimnime w ... 

SSr- ::: 

pwkST“ dTrfflen, 5 ^ ♦ ij» .. . 

MKed 7S0J0 .2610 ... 

MU J5L. 25110 * a ®-" 


W “J5L. 2&I0 »Sl« *050 .. 

Pr0 ' )O S.^,™ 38IJP *110.. 

C '2inSSd SH.« *(L» ■ 

Index linked j/S » • odf .. 
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Royal & 


SUNALUANCE 


Don’t miss this opportunity 
to maximise your last ever PEP 


allowance. 


Talk to Invest On-line, the 
direct i nv est m ent centre of Royal 


& SunAlliance. 


Our UK 


Tracker ■ “ ’ ’UC.-I 

.re »h. ’ V v '-~t —r 1 


PEP offers the 


best value in the All-Share Tracker 


PEP market for a minimum lump 


sura investment of £6,000. 


The annual management fee 


is an unbeatable 0.3% with no 


initial or exit charges (bid/ offer 
spread 0.8%). 


If you would ’SI?.? 8 '# i 


rather invest a ■ 


SJ ; 1 


smaller lump sum 

or make a regular monthly saving, 


talk to us about our orher low 


costPEPs. 


Call free now, visit our websire 


at www.mveflt-on-liae.co.iik 


or complete the coupon below 


for full details. 


' * — > 1 L . 


TALK TO US ABOUT PEPS FREE ON 


0500100333 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 8a»-10p« 


FAX NO: 0T18 934 8212 E MAIL: lnvMt9rsaonllne.co.iik 


Invest On-line, FREEPOST 3479, 
coo&bkc Reading, Berkshire RGIO 9ZZ. 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms._, Forename...—...._... 


S urn a me____........_____ 


Add ress........... 


Postcode—.............. 


Tel (daytime)....—..............._... 

(home}._---- Dare of birth..../..../..... 

O £#,000 lump sumQ Lump nua less dun ftjXK) Q Regular investment* 
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No regrets — 
just fearful 


of the rain 


A lain Baker, a print distribution 
manager, has no regrets about 
selling his pared of free Alliance & 
Leicester and Halifax shares as 

soon as he received them last year— 
the £3,000 windfall will part finance 
his wedding this summer in the 


1113 WOMAiUg 

Dominican Republic He said; “1 
didn't want to take a short-term risk 


Seven-year hitch: long-term partners Alain and Catherine are to use bis Windfall satires profits for a £5,000 Caribbean wedding 


with the shares and I thought 1 
would get a decent price at the 
auction. The price of the shares may 

have gone up since, but equally they 

could have fallen. I've no regrets." 

Alain, and his fiancte Catherine, 
who work together at Paterson 
Printing of Tunbridge Wells, Kent; 
are tying the knot after being 
together for seven years. More than 
20 family and friends will join them 
for the beach wedding this August, 
which is likdy to cost diem more 
than £5.000. 

But Alain has not sold all his 
shares. He has kept Abbey National 
shares from issue in 1989 and they 
have now risen in value neatly ten¬ 
fold. He sakk “I think it’s a good 
idea to keep something back for a 
rainy day. I just hope ifs not 
raining on our wedding day.” 


Halifax loses its little extra 


I s the £30 billion windfall 
shares party overt After 
soaring ahead following 
their stock market debut Hali¬ 
fax, Alliance & Leicester. Wool¬ 
wich, Northern Rock and Nor¬ 
wich Union shares have taken a 
pounding. The new retail banks 
are finding the going tougher 
than expected, especially as the 
remaining building societies, 
led by the Nationwide, are 
fighting (and winning) a mort¬ 
gage price war. 

Takeover fever among finan¬ 
cial stocks is also on the wane. 
At the beginning of the year 
speculation was rife that a bid¬ 
der would pay up to 600p for 
Norwich Union shares. But the 
tumours evaporated and the in¬ 
surer's shares slid back to 420- 
430p, from a peak of 558p just 
seven weeks ago. What brokers 
call the “bid premium’' which 
has driven up the demutualised 
stocks is starting to fade. 

But the picture is not all 
gloom. People who kept their 
windfall shares — about half of 
the shares are still held by small 
investors — are sitting on 
healthy gains despite the recent 
setbacks. Halifax shares are 
currently trading at around 
780p-800p. against the 7315p 
obtained by people who sold in 
last Junes auction, though they 
topped 950p in March. 

Alliance & Leicester opened 
at 554p, soared to 964p and are 
now around 780p — stfil a gain 
of around 40 per cent. Northern 
Rock, at around 600p is nearly 
one-third higher than its issue 
price, and Norwich Union is 
more than 40 per cent ahead. 
Trailing the pack is Woolwich, 
which at around 330p, is only 10 
per cent ahead of the price in 
foe initial auction and is trading 
at below the price struck on its 
first day of trading in July. 

James Hamilton, banking 
analyst at Credit Lyonnais, 
sounded foe warning bell on 


Patrick Collinson asks if the demutualisation bubble has burst 


the new banks in February, 
when he described Halifax's 
950p price as “grotesquely over¬ 
valued”. Now he says the 
shares are "only slightly less 
grotesquely overvalued." 

Mr Hamilton's concern is 
Halifax's inability to compete 
profitably against the mutual 
building societies, which have 
opened a gap on standard vari¬ 
able mortgage rates and are 
taking market share. Halifax’s 


standard rate is 8.7 per cent. 
Nationwide's is 8.1 per cent 
Mr Hamilton said: “Mort¬ 
gages have become a highly 
commoditised product. In the 
past banks such as Halifax 
could achieve a margin of 1.5-2 
per cent between the price they 
charged for a mortgage and 
what they paid out on savings 
accounts, that margin has fall¬ 
en to around 05 per cent As the 
old more profitable business is 


rolled over, it is being replaced 
by low margin business, giving 
these banks very modest earn¬ 
ings growth over the next three 
to five years. For that you are 
being asked to pay share prices 
of 16-17 times earnings.” 

Halifax shares would have 
slid even further but for its El 
billion share buyback — shell¬ 
ing out its own money to buy its 
shares to support the price. 
Peter Toeman, banking analyst 


at ABN Amro, added: “Last 
year Halifax had a poor share 
of net new mortgage lending. 
Until now it has been in denial 
about it, but I expect there will 
continue to be a high level of 
mortgage redemptions. The 
reason is die difference in pric¬ 
ing on the standard variable 
rate. On top of that, the take¬ 
over stories are no longer that 
compelling." 

But analysts are more upbeat 


RIDING THE HALIFAX ROLLER COASTER 











about Norwich Union, the only 
non-bank among foe demutual¬ 
ises last year. Recent new 
business figures showed strong 
growth at the insurer and there 
is still substantial scope for 
efficiency cost savings. 

Roman Cizdyn. a Merrill 
Lynch insurance analyst said: 
“I still have Norwich Union mi 
my list as ‘accumulate'. They 
are getting on the way to being 
better run, in tile direction of a 
company tike Legal & General, 
which has produced on excel¬ 
lent track record' of growth. A 
lot of institutions are under¬ 
weight, which should give it 
continued support" 

If the rollercoaster ride of 
individual share prices is prov¬ 
ing too unsettling for the mil¬ 
lions of first-time shareholders, 
foe fund management groups 
have an alternative. Tins is to 
spread the cash over a broad 
range of shares in a unit trust 
giving a basket of investments 
which reduces the risk of bang 
in one share. 
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F idelity Investments, 
which played a leading 
role in persuading wind¬ 
fall share holders to Pep their 
investments, is encouraging in¬ 
vestors to switch to its 
Moneybuilder trusts. 

Jane Drew of Rttelity said: "It 
is extremely risky, just to have ' 
one or two stocks. We advise 
people to look at collective ' 
investments, especially mid-siz¬ 
ed stocks which until now have 
not risen as much as FTSE100. 
stocks." Investors in Fidelity's 1 
Moneybuilder range can_ 
spread their money, at no initial 
charge, over four funds; a FTSE ; 
index tracker, a coqxmate-bond 
fond, a growth fund and a fund - 
of funds. Other investment 
managers also offer low-cost, 
broadly spread funds suitable 
for transfers from windfall- 
shares. 






If all the world's 
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were British, you 

wouldn't need our 


Global 

Tracking PER 
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Ntrf all the best ornpiunes are British, which Is why not all of the 
Kerwfdi dotal Tracking PEP is Invested in British companta. UnHke 
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^ 1 lie art ot retiring early 


his 


Marianne 
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the drawbacks of 
/going too soon 


*>ridL5 Or A gr S^ g DUn S* r °f P^e 

■ VS 1 Z\ “* ^ retirement 

vo. ^ 5 L%' xVofl£D through redundancy, in 
w *k order to realise a lifetime ambition 
such as travelling the world, or to 
n?, dS i spend more time pursuing bobbies. 

' Rjflnndawy packages tend to 
include an extra payment to cover 
7 * "w sot, some of the pension rights you wffl 
i*W ^bbh\ 1 4 ^. / Jose by missing out on ten extra years 
n “ e m 'ai^!. ||)f penacm contributions. 
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Making a decis ion to leave work 

on your own terms a decade or more 

before normal retirement, however, 
requires careful planning. This is 
because ifyou take your pension ten 
years early the annual income From 
yourfuod could be reduced by more 
than half The penalties for leaving 
early differ from scheme to scheme, 
bot-as a general rule, you will be 
better off n you leave a final-salary 
(defined benefits) scheme early than 
if you leave a money-purchase 
(defiled contribution) plan early. 

Roger Key, a partner at Watson 
Wyatt, the actuary, said: “It costs a 
lot to reti re earl y but yon tend to end 
up w3b more from a final salary 
thaofrania money purchase scheme 
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» 55 . It isstiD costly, though, because 

.^ou.wffl miss out on ten years of 
.‘ • u ’*ri ^ 'pension contributions and growth.” 

r.-J; - Foranemployee in a typical final 

“ jabry scheme retiring at 65, the 

. r scheme pays one 60th of your final 

salaty w.each year of service with 
r ‘vr^r^ the scheme. 

= So for example, if you worked for 
*-rr-* .'f® 20 years and ended op with a salary 

of £30.000, you would get 20 times 
4 -.-'^/;^ one 60& of £30.000. This would 

p-, prowde you. with a pension of 

. anjnrid QO .000 per annum if you left 

.. atage65, Mr Key said. 

V/if you leave ten years before 
Z.'J '•< nom^ retirement date, however, 
- ■ you have only earned ten times one 

: 60th ofyour salary. In addition, your 

G". l salary may be lower because you 

.• havenotyet readied the peak of your 

■‘•■"rz earning potentiaL 
. - r^z'- Mr Key said: “If, for example, you 

' * r.rflhave earned ten times one 60th of 
•' «*' ^:yonr 124,000 =salaxy. your annual 

p- income would be £4000ifyou took it 
* at age 65.1f you took your pension at 

r.-f.ic- age ^ your armual income would be 
• ' vr ''reduced further. The reduction de- 
■ • . <-■? pends on the structure ofthescheme/ 

but you mi^it find it is around 60 per 
’ cent lower, which in our example 
--- - above would give ah annual income- 

: v l- of just £4400." w \ , 

VT ■ With a money purdrase schone : 
vc, J» you and the cumpany pay a com- 
: »/_-is .Kned percentage ofyour salary into 



If your dream is to retire early to paint it is essential not to leave the decisions too late and to make sure you start your planning early too 




a pension fund each month, usually 
around 10 per cent That money is 
ringfenced and when you leave the 
company you can either let your 
money in that fund grow or you can 
take it and buy an annuity. 

The critical difference between the 
two is that in a money purchase 
scheme if the investment does well 
you enjoy the full benefit of the 
growth, while if the stock market has 
a run of bad years, your future 
retirement fund will take the hit 

With a final salary scheme, if the 
investments grow strongly the com¬ 
pany receives the benefit while if 
they do badly the company pension 
scheme has to stump up the extra 
cad) to pay your pension benefits. 

If yon have a money purchase 
scheme pension and you have a fund 
worth an average £ 10 . 000 . you will 
have to use that to buy an annuity 
when you retire. The cost of an 
annuity at 55 is much higher than at 
65 because you will need an extra ten 
years of income and you will be 
drawing on the fund for longer. You 
w3U also have lost out on ten years of 
investment return. 

Mr Key said: “That £10,000 worth 


of pension (in the example above) 
will buy a pension worth about 35 
per cent of what it would buy if you 
delayed retiring until age 65. This is 
a much bigger reduction than most 
final salary schemes would impose 
on an early leaver." 

Mr Key said that anyone who 
intends to retire early “should be 
paying as much as possible into then- 
pension fund via additional volun¬ 
tary contributions (AVCs)”. 

I n a money-purchase scheme the 
AVGi tend to be placed In die 
same investments as your ordi¬ 
nary pension contributions. When 
you retire you need to buy an 
annuity with the AVC proceeds. 

With final salary schemes the 
AVCs toid to be put into a separate 
investment pool which you then use 
to buy an annuity when you retire. 
However, some final salary schemes 
have an unusual structure which 
allow you to take an extra final 
salary benefit For example, you 
might be allowed to take an extra 05 
per cent (rf your final salary each 
year, on top of your other benefits. 
With employers* pension schemes. 


the company tends to meet die cost of 
administration of the scheme mid 
only a small investment manage¬ 
ment charge is taken out of the fund. 
AVC contributions operate in a 
similar way. 

There are also free standing AVCs, 
available from Insurance companies. 
Occupational fund managers have 
questioned whether because of the 
high charges, they are of any 
advantage to consumers. 

As we reported in Weekend 
Money last month, controversy has 
arisen recently over sales of FSAVCs 
after Geoff Pearson, pensions man¬ 
ager for J Sainsbury, the supermar¬ 
ket giant, accused some salesmen of 
deliberately mis-selling them to em¬ 
ployees. He said: “Charges are 
generally much higher on FSAVCs 
than AVCs, which means they usual¬ 
ly offer power value. Some salesmen 
are dearly not providing employees 
with enough information about 
AVCs to enable them to make an 
informed decision. They are more 
interested in earning coromissioa Qn 
die sale, of an FSAVC” r • 

He has now writteifto J me Person¬ 
al Investment Authority, the indus¬ 


try watchdog, asking it to look into 
the matter. 

Among others who have also 
expressed doubts are Jenny Rosser 
of die British Airways pension 
scheme, who has contacted Helen 
UdddL Economic Secretary to the 
Treasury, about the matter. A survey 
of pension scheme managers by 
Bacon & Woodrow, the actuary, 
found a quarter believed m&sellmg 
of FSAVCS was taking place. 

Meanwhile, the Government is 
still wrestling with the problem of 
how to persuade the majority to save 
more — or even save at all — for their 
retirement. A report this week by 
pension fond administrators sug¬ 
gested that everyone working for a 
company with a decent pension 
scheme should be forced to join it 
Those who refused to join up should 
lose the right to ask their employer to 
contribute to their own stakeholder 
pension. 

The schemes also believe that 
stakeholder pensions would compete 
with existing occupational schemes, 
.and that administrators might re¬ 
duce their benefits over time to die 
lowest level possible. 
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Life Insurance? 

Pay Less 

and set money back 


As independant brokers we can give you a choice 




Male & Female Non-Smokers age 30 next birthday 
Level Term Assurance of £100,000for 20years 
Monthly Premiums at normal rates;- 

ScottLsb Provident £14.25 Scottish Widows £15.00 
Guardian Life £15 JO Standard Life £17.01 
Royal & Sun All £1953 Norwich Union £20.00 
General Accident £20.20 Commercial Un £27.00 



To find out how much jwa could save 

can FREE on 0500 813913 

No safes pressure www.poficychoicexooik 

We do not give financial advice so if you need help deciding 
on the right policy for you, ask for one of our FREE Guides. 

POLICY CHOICE DIRECT 

The financial people who let you choose 

'Not aU m iai i xii oe s aiidmvestaieotairesiriti^fbrcvgrjreoe. 

If yon have doubts about smtafaflily seek independent finwKinl advice. 
Policy Cboicc Direct are uppooted ropreseolxtiva ofPkr Financial who 
the Peraocal Investment Authority for kmstmenl btraness. 



ENDOWMENT POLICIES 
WANTED 


We Deliver Competitive Prices, 
Omck Results, and Quality Service 


THE INSURANCE POLICY 
TRADING COMPANY LTD 


22 CHURCH STREET: GODALMING : GU7 IEW 

*01483 427575 : Fax 01483 418866 
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rates! 
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Address 


Postcode 


Please quote code: T2/5 


Spectacular growth 
High income 
Tax free 

GT Income Fund beasts a 24-year 
track record of exceptional growth 
and a steady, rising income. Look at 
the facts: £6..000 invested in the GT 
income PEP 5 years ago would now 
be worth more than £16,000 had 
you re-invested the income - more 
than double the return from even 
the highest rate building society. 

We're currently offering a 2% 
discount on GT Income PEP, which 
we believe makes it one ot the most 
attractive PEP propositions around. 

So if you're looking for a high 
performance PEP for a not-so-hign 
price, call us now for a brochure on 
GT Income PEP. 

Call free on: 

0500 484 562 
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Northern Rock ‘could even 
have lending licence revoked’ 


THE TIMES SATURDAY MAY 21998 

CARD STATEMENT 53 

Is a company card 
the builder’s new 
fashion accessory? 




Jenefer Golding is one of the Northern Rock savers who lost out 


N orthern Rock, the New¬ 
castle bank, faces censure 
and in the worse case 
scenario could have its 
lending licence revoked as a result of 
the savings accounts fiasco last week 
which left hundreds of customers 
worse off. 

According to Professor Roy Goode 
QC, a saver with Northern Rock, the 
former building society could be 
forced to stop lending under the 
Consumer Credit Act if the Office of 
Fair Trading (OFT) finds that the 
bank’s conduct has been “deceitful or 
oppressive or otherwise improper”. 

Professor Goode, who is noted for 
heading the Pension Law Review 
Committee following the Robert 
Maxwell scandal, argues that there 
could be a breach of contract where a 
major reduction in interest rates is 
unrelated to base rates and where it 
was made without notice. A professor 
of English Law at Oxford University 
and expert in commercial law. Pro¬ 
fessor Goode also said that the 
practice of moving savers to a 
substantially different account with' 
out their approval was “clearly uniair 
and improper". 

Professor Goode said: “The Direc¬ 
tor-General of the Office of Fair 
Trading has tremendous power to 
deal with abuses of this kind. If he 
finds file conduct to be improper he 
could rule that they are unfit to 
engage in the business of consumer 
credit The OFT has these powers and 
in the light of recent events ought to 
be using them." 

The OFT agreed that Northern 
Rock's conduct could be challenged 
under section 2? of the Act A 
spokeswoman for the OFT said: “We 
are aware of the problems and we are 
looking at the issue to see if there is a 
point to be made.” 

A significant number of savers 
have already complained to the 
Banking Ombudsman. They are 
particularly aggrieved that the bank 
has refused an immediate transfer of 
their savings to a new higher-rate 
account Instant Save Direct when 
some 89 savers were allowed to move. 
Northern Rock has since said it made 
a mistake and would not permit 
further moves. 

Chris Eadie. deputy Banking Om- 


W eekend Money has received hundreds of tele¬ 
phone calls, letters and foxes since our story last 
week that the Northern Rock bank had restructured its 
postal accounts, reducing the number of accounts from 
11 to three. Many investors lost out in the process, seeing 
their interest rates reduced. Susan Emmett reports. 
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Anne Ashworth 
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budsman. said: “One might say there 
is an element of unfairness about 
that But we have to investigate first. 
We wall look at each case individual¬ 
ly. “ He added: “We are not able to say 
how many complaints we have had 
bur irs no secret to say we have had a 
considerable number." 

The bank, which shed its mutual 
status six months ago, rejected claims 
made by shareholders at the annual 
meeting this week that it had acted in 
a “surreptitious" and “misleading" 
way during the row. 

Adam Applegarth. executive direc¬ 
tor of the Northern Rode, said he was 
confident that the bank is in line with 
the banking code and that is not in 
breach of the Consumer Credit Act 

Mr Applegarth said: “I find it 
astonishing that as the only savings 
institution which has taken the bold 
move to individually notify savers of 
changes and to entirety remove obso¬ 
lete accounts, that we are being acc¬ 
used of being surreptitious. Given 
our move to transparent operating 
procedures, such allegations seem 
illogical." 


T he bank emphasised that 
standard industry practice 
involved little more than 
putting an advertisement in 
the papers and said that while some 
savers lost out. tie changes meant a 
rate rise for others. 

Mr Applegarth said: Those who 
fed aggrieved are understandably ex¬ 
ercising their right to complain but 
we remain entirely confident in our 
actions which have led to a clean and 
simple product range with informa¬ 
tion about it available to all custom¬ 
ers all the time." 

However, The Times has been 
flooded by telephone calls and letters 
from hundreds of readers angry 
about the bank’s conduct Many com¬ 


plained they had been given no notifi¬ 
cation of the changes and had failed 
to get through on Northern Rock's 
special helpline number despite the 
tank's effort to draft 100 operators to 
handle its own deluge of rails. 

The restructure, which reduced the 
number of postal accounts from II to 
three, has meant a significant cut in 
interest rates for many. Those in the 
former Select 90 account who had 
been earning as much as 8.15 per 
cent will now receive a top rate of 7.5 
per cent in the Select 60. One saver 
wfll lose as much as E66 a week after 
the changes, which affect 200,000 
people — 20 per cent of savers. 

Savers stuck with less competitive 
rates were further enraged when they 
learnt through The Times that S9 
customers were allowed to transfer 
without notice to a new higher-rate 
account the Instant Save Direct 
when the change was first announc¬ 
ed. The bank said it had made a 
“mistake" and has since refused to 
allow any more transfers of this kind. 

The bank's refusal means it now 
faces the defection of many of its 
biggest savers, some with balances of 
up to E750.000. 

Jenefer Golding, a secondary 
school teacher in Berkshire, is among 
those who lost out and knew nothing 
about the changes until she read 
Weekend Money last Saturday. 

Mrs Golding, who used the former 
Select 90 to plan for her retirement 
said: “I understood that the bank had 
undertaken to inform investors be¬ 
fore any change to either rates or 
conditions of accounts and in time to 
give them the option of moving. This 
is clearly not happening.” 

Mrs Golding wants her deposit 
transferred to a better paying account 
and told the bank that she was “not 
interested in any platitudes about 
making the money more accessible”. 
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Wallage: four-year fight 


T housands of victims of 
the personal pension 
mis-selling scandal are 
being urged to get offers of 
compensation made to them 
by insurance companies 
checked independently be¬ 
fore accepting. 

Bob Wailage from Craw¬ 
ley. West Sussex, had his 
offer more than trebled from 
£7.000 to E23.000 after he 
sought the help of an inde¬ 
pendent financial adviser 
and a pensions lawyer. 

Up to 24 million people 
were persuaded by commis¬ 
sion-driven salesmen in the 


late Eighties and early Nine¬ 
ties to spurn their company 
schemes in favour of poorer 
quality personal pensions of¬ 
fered by insurers. Many are 
now barred from rejoining 
their company schemes and 
are being offered top-up pay¬ 
ments for their private pen¬ 
sions. The offers are often 
couched in complicated tech¬ 
nical language, and people 
need professional advice if 
they are not to be victims a 
second time. 

Robert Wharton, a partner 
of Ringrose Wharton, a Bris¬ 
tol legal firm, said: “1 am 


very worried that people are 
not getting the compensation 
th^ should be — if they did 
not understand what they 
were being sold in the first 
place how can they under¬ 
stand the offer they are being 
made now?" 

The Personal Investment 
Authority said it was not 
aware of a wide discrepancy 
in settlements. However, the 
number of people complain¬ 
ing about the pensions re¬ 
view to the PIA Ombudsman 
has doubled in the past year. 

Patience rewarded, page 56 
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Gitta Sereny defends her book about Mary Bell, and 


tells Noreen Taylor that only good can come 


out of her decision to confront her past 


is one 


* ■*!¥'■■»***' 


BrSmi 


know 


A s though speaking of a beloved 

A granddaughter, Gitta Sereny 

.• f / % says: “I'm worried that Mary 

- / may no longer trust me 

• A because of what’s happened. 

But she needs to trust me now more than 

- ever. She needs to know she will always be 
' able to rely on me for love and affection." 
v'The author is talking after the week’s 

tidal wave of publicity which has swept 
the name Mary Bell back into the 
headlines for killings she committed 30 

years ago. _ „ . . . 

- Despite the rancorous public debate, 
Sereny’s confidence in the moral validity 

, of her book. Cries Unheard , remains 
-unshaken. Yet the whole point of her 
protect has been stood on its head. She 
sought to offer reason, to help us 
“ mderstand why, to provide a dispassion¬ 
ate documentary. Instead, the book has 
generated the kind of emotion which 
wo5d appear to have negated the whole 

■■“sSSv nods in agreement “Yes. Mary 
is a child killer. But she was a 

<Md^ho killed. Children dorrtliU unless 
-something terrible has happened. They 
people. But now you have 


respectable newspapers, as well as the 
tabloids, saying ‘child killer' and that’s 
very worrying.” Firing on the nervous 
energy triggered by the controversy 
surrounding her book, Sereny is obviously 
concerned by the mounting hysteria. 

Mary Bell is once again a term of abuse. 
Despite a court order safeguarding her 
identity, her house was besieged by 
journalists, and police decided to take her 
into protective custody, with her 14-year- 
old daughter. Sereny says: “This little 
family is marooned, ruined. I don’t know 
what I can do for them. It’s just barbaric." 

As far as Sereny was concerned, the 
book would have been launched — noted 
on.news pages and television bulletins. 
She might have been criticised, applaud¬ 
ed, asked for comments—but never in her 
wildest nightmares could she have imag¬ 
ined the stampede of condemnation and 
fury that resulted in Bell and her daughter 
being driven away from their home, 
hidden under blankets. 

Serena had been confident that Mary 
Bell would not be exposed. Even a 
journalist of her experience could not have 
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David Bowker tells everyone how to do their job — his softie brother, his editor, the rude policeman, the vicar and that black magici an 


I n the TV series. Where the Heart ft, 
Pam Ferris and Sarah Lancashire 
play two dedicated district nurses 
who live in a Yorkshire village. Each 
week Pam and Sarah come to grips with 
real-life human dilemmas. 

After watching last Sunday's episode, I 
decided that the writer could use some 
advice. This placed me in a real-life 
human dilemma, as the writer happened 
to be my brother, Pete. 

Having been challenged to spend a 
week telling other people how to do their 
jobs, l knew there was no way out So on 
Monday I visited Pete at home. 

“This programme you've been writing 
for." F said, “do you realise it’s for 
women?" He looked defensive. “It's 
aimed at a general audience." "Rubbish! 
It’s for softies. There's no gratuitous 
violence, no car chases and no swearing." 

I also pointed out that any programme 
in which Sarah Lancashire failed to get 
her Idi off was a waste of a fine actress. 

That afternoon, I tried to give my 
commissioning editor at The Times the 
benefit of my sagacity. When he's 


Pete packs a punch after all 


working, he has a tendency to slouch in 
his chair with a fag hanging horn his 
mouth. He’S also rude, surly and 
incommunicative. “Smarten yourself 
up,” I urged him. “Who wants to work 
for a slob? I know I don't.” 

“You don't have to," he said. "You're 
sacked ."This cheered me up no end. As I 
was driving home a policeman flagged 
me down. “Do you realise what speed 
you were doing?” he asked me. 

“The National Speed Limit," I replied 
confidently. “Exactly, chum," he sneered. 
“You were doing 70 in a 30mph zone." 

1 told die police officer that I wasn't his 
chum and didn't like his tone. “You’re a 
Public Servant. I’m a member of the 
Public. Therefore, you are my servant. 
Kindly address me as “sir*." 

I once had a friend in the Vice Squad 
who gave me the following advice: The 


SEVEN LONG DAYS 


police hate liars. But if a 
man admits that he's been 
paying for sex, no copper in 
the world mil charge him.” 

So as my "servant" wrote 
out my speeding ticket I 
said: “Actually Officer, I've 
been paying for sex.” As a 
result of this admission, i 
was taken down to the 
station where a Doctor 
tested me for drugs and 
general insanity. 

The next day I paid another visit to my 
brother. I'd derided that his scripts lack 
toughness because he isn't tough himself. 
He was die same as a boy. 

In those days, 1 used to encourage him 


to punch pillows and head¬ 
butt walls. When I arrived. 
I ordered him to head-butt 
his living room wall in the 
hope of rousing his latent 
aggression. My brother 
grabbed me by the throat 
and screamed: "Get 
stuffed!" I was delighted. 
“See? You can do it when 
you try." 

On Thursday l went to a 
funeral. A sad'occasion was made sadder 
by the poor performance of the Vicar. 
After the service I took him to one side 
and told him that his technique left much 
to be desired. “Stop talking in that sing¬ 
song Vicar voice." I advised him. “It 


doesn’t sound holy. It Just sounds silly." 

He said: “Remove the plank from your 
own eye before criticising the mote in 
your neighbour's eye." 

“And there’s another thing. Stop 
quoting The Bible. It puts people off." 

The next morning, i received a strange 
present in the post. It was a wax doll 
pierced with nails. I wasn't sure whether 
it had been sent by the Vicar, my brother, 
the policeman or my boss at The Times. 
Then I remembered that a few years ago. 
i annoyed a Black Magician. 

The trouble is, the poor man doesn't 
know his job. To create an effective 
Voodoo doll, one needs samples of bodily 
tissue from the iniended victim. 1 wrote 
to the magician, explaining his mistake 
and enclosing some hair and nail 
clippings for his next curse. 

After all. it costs nothing to be civil. 
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‘She was offered 
enormous sums of 
money by the very 
people who are 
now screaming 
for her blood’ 


■ Continued from page I 
anticipated the savageiy of the 
' tabloid pack. Until this week. Bell's 
daughter had-not been told of her 
’ mother's true identity. “Mary 
:/ wanted to protect her daughter 
> from her past 1 argued with her, 
: told her she was being naive. I 
warned her that with the publica- 
tion of the book, the child would 
;1 inevitably find out She didn't want 
; her daughter to become The child of 
-} Mary Bril’. I can’t imagine how 
l Mary is dealing with this situation, 
f You see. apart from her partner 

• ’Jim’, she has no one she can trust” 

A small woman with a large face 
redolent of an old priest—wise and 
unshockable—Sereny, now 74, sits 
over tea at her book-lined West 
London flat. Her face is shadowed 
with concern. “Mary is one of the 
loneliest people I know, and when 
it becomes too much for her she 
takes herself off for long walks, far 
away from her house, going into 
some tea room and striking up 
. conversation with a stranger, 
someone at the next table she 
knows she won't bump into locally. 

“Mary has never been able to 

• have dose friends—too dangerous, 
too much at risk. Consequently, she 

. has built up a core of extraordinary 
strength to hide her history. Hers is 
the most incredible double life. I 
can't think how she would have 
coped without 'Jim'. Now, this 
week, the poor man has had to 
' watch while a rabble of tabloid 
journalists invaded his workplace." 

Many newspapers have been 
critical of Sereny, despite her 
. impeccable pedigree as a writer, for 
paying Bell. What then does she 
say to those parents of Bell’s 
victims who are implacably op¬ 
posed to Bell receiving money? 

She says: “I meant to write to 
those parents in advance, to pre¬ 
pare mem so that they wouldn’t 
hear in a barbaric form. But 
someone leaked the story, and now 
those poor families ..." 

She wrote a letter of apology to 
June Richardson, mother of Mar¬ 
tin Brown, who immediately reject¬ 
ed the apology. Sereny says: “It’s 
sad that she showed my letter to the 
papers. 1 feel she is being manipu¬ 
lated. She probably feels angry at 
Mary receiving money, but 1 can 
do nothing about that. Mary 
needed money to change her life. 

• Anyway, she was offered enormous 
sums by some of the very people 
now screaming for her blood.” 

She is at pains to emphasise that 
the early reports of the money Bril 
received were incorrect “Mary 
hasn’t been paid anything like 
£50.000. I gave her part of the 
advance I was paid. How could I 
not? Since the day she was bom she 
has been used and abused.” 

Would Bell have co-operated 
without money? "Ah, that’s diffi- 
. cult. I'm not sure. But I can tell you 

• that over the years she has been 
offered a great deal of money, such 
as £250.000 from Stem magazine. 
And there isn't a paper in the 
country who would not have given 
her a large cheque in exchange for 

; ghost-writing her story. 


"What mustn't be forgotten is 
that Mary chose the most difficult 
route, the courageous one. She 
knew how desperately difficult it 
was going to be. Describing her 
early childhood was deeply dis¬ 
tressing. and.I lived through it with 
her, as did Don. {Sereny's husband 
of 50 years, the former photogra¬ 
pher Don Honeyman.j 
"You see, she'd blanked out aD 
these terrible memories ... every¬ 
thing. She would say to me, 'I’m so 
afraid of remembering what 1 
think happened'." 


F or eight to ten gruelling 
hours a day, for six 
months, the dark, tortu¬ 
ous story slowly unfold¬ 
ed. “When she began that 
journey into her early childhood, 
one littered with die most un¬ 
speakable horrors, describing 
some of the worst examples of child 
sexual abuse JVe ever hound, it was 
as though she was facing up to the 
truth of her life for the first time. 

The details..she shudders as 
she pauses. “I spoke to a child 
psychiatrist to see if they made 
sense, and he confirmed that they 
did. For a few months after the 
unblocking of those memories she 
was euphoric but I knew it 
wouldn't last The burden of what 
had happened was too heavy to 
disappear for very long. Inevitably, 
we have to face die fact that she is a 
frightfully damaged young 
woman. Not only by her mother, 
but by the system." 

Although Bril is now 41, the 
person Sereny describes and talks 
of so fondly comes across as a 
misbegotten teenager. “That's 
because she is. In so many ways, 
she's like a chaotic child. She’s also 
intelligent, funny, very chatty. She 
loves chitchat, is terribly curious 
about people, and on occasion can 
be very vise and mature.” 

Sereny's fascination with Bell 
began soon after news of the deaths 
broke in 1968. Bell, then aged II, 
was convicted of strangling Martin 
Brown, four, and Brian Howe, 
three, in Scotswood. a deprived 
area of Newcastle upon Tyne. 

She was intrigued by the enigma 
of an 11-year-old girl described in 
sensationalist headlines as an evil 
spirit.To understand Sereny's com¬ 
pulsion for this kind of story, we 
have to look back at her own life. 

She was born in Vienna in 1924. 
to Hungarian parents, and her 
teenage years coincided with the 
rise of Nazism. She lived in France 
for part of the war, working as a 
volunteer nurse looking alter a 
band of refugee children, and was 
caught by the authorities while 
helping an Allied pilot. 

She escaped, made her way to 
New York, and went on a lecture 
tour to explain the plight of the 
children she had left behind. At the 
end of the war, she returned to 
Eu rope to look after child survivors 
of Dachau concentration camp. 

Bari; in Paris, she met and fell in 
love with Don, an American 
photographer with Vogue maga¬ 
zine. Two children followed, as did 
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Gitta Sereny lived in France during the war where she was an auxiliary nurse to refugee children. She was later arrested by the Nazis 


a move to London, where they have 
lived since 1950. Sereny began 
writing for papers and magazines, 
and it was one or those magazines 
that commissioned her to cover the 
trial of Mary Bell and 13-yea r-old 
Norma Bell (no relation). 

Norma was acquitted but Mary 
was found guilty of manslaughter 
due to diminished responsibility. In- 
1972, Sereny's book 77ie Case of 
Mary Bell detailed what happened 
at the trial. Afterwards she kept In 
touch with Mary Bell’s relatives, 
monitoring her life throughout her 
12 years in secret homes and 
prisons, and then the years of 
freedom that followed. 

Sereny takes infinite care and 
time with all her projects, helping 
to create her reputation for being a 
formidable analyst. Two books, one 
a study of Hitler's confidant Albert 
Speer, the other a biography of 
Franz Stangl, commandant of the 
Treblinka death camp, have been 
highly acclaimed. She says: “I felt 1 
was in the presence of evil with 
Stangl. but never with Mary. She’s 
one of the most honest people I've 
ever meu Those children she killed 
were in the room with us through¬ 
out the interviews. I don't think 


there is a day when she doesn't 
think of them. She often asks, 'How 
could I have robbed those families 
of their children?* 


“ f' f course she under- 

m ^ stands their an- 

■ ■ guish. especially 

^ W now that she has a 

^ child of her own. 
From the first time 1 sat watching 
her in court, I knew so much lay 
hidden, unexplained about this 
child. Very small for her age. 
pretty, slim, she reminded me of 
those children in Dachau. 

"A lot of money has been spent 
on Mary throughout the years — 
thousands of pounds a week — yet 
no one has ever looked for a 
motivation. No psychiatrist has 
ever sat down for any length of time 
and tried to look beyond the 
evidence. From the start I suspected 
something deeply disturbing had 
taken place in that child's life bur I. 
too, was ignorant. 1 kept in touch 
through the years with members of 
her family because ! felt her trial 
had been unfair. 

They began to trust me. They 
spoke of fears, of incidents with 
Mary’s mother Betty, although 



Sereny at home writing her book on the Nazi Albert Speer 


even they couldn’t have imagined 
the worst. In 1993 an editor at 
Macmillan asked me if F would 
write a new introduction to the 
book of the trial, and 1 said that 
maybe Maty might talk, to leach us 
how such a thing could happen. 

"I asked her die first rime in 1992 
and she said. ‘Absolutely not.’ But 
by 1995. her mother had died and I 
think Mary felt freer then. You see. 


both she and her mother had been 
locked into this pathological rela¬ 
tionship. Out of four children. 
Mary was the only one her mother 
kept. Yet she hated her. Hated her 
and loved her." 

I told Sereny that although I had 
read the manuscript, the chapters 
describing sexual abuse had been 
missing. Since she believes it was 
those acts whieh drove Bell to kill, it 


was essential that Gitta- explain to 
me what took place. 

“No. no.” she shook her head, her 
faoe screwed up in distaste. “1 
cannot do that. I'll find those pages 
and allow you to read them on your 
own.” After reading them F could 
understand her revulsion. But they 
are the key to unlocking the 
reason's for Bell’s behaviour and. 
as obnoxious as it is to mention 
what they contain, it is essential to 
know what they say. 

Bell’s mother Betty was a prosti¬ 
tute who specialised in sado mas¬ 
ochism. From babyhood. Mary 
became her mother's prisoner 
forced to watch beatings and 
participate in oral sex with clients. 
Her enforced presence in this hell 
increased her mother's fees, since 
an innocent child's presence was 
evidently sought after by men. 

Betty's husband who, though 
very fond of Mary, was not her 
father, did not intervene. Aunts, 
uncles, grandparents and neigh¬ 
bours ail seemed powerless to 
protect this child. 


A few years later, when 
she was six or seven, 
she was out on the 
pavements of 

Scotswood offering to 
masturbate men in cars. Sereny 
says: “None of this was explored 
during her time in custody. Don’t 
you find that incredible? English 
suspicion of psychiatry was so 
prevalent at that time. Although it 
was the Sixties, it could have been 
the Dark Ages. It was incredible. 

“So I took Mary back, not 
because I have any training in the 
psychiatric field, but because she 
wanted me to help her understand 
what had happened and why. We 
spent six months talking. 

“It was important for her to get 
back to her child and her partner 
each night to regain some sense of 
stability while taking this perilous 
leap into the unknown. Believe me, 
she often tried my patience^ She 
could be rude, rough, sometimes I 
wanted to take her by the scruff of 
the neck and tell her to shut up. 

“She was never frightening or 
violent, though when tense she 
could be so sharp and it was 
difficult to know how to respond. 
Her self-image is that of a middle- 
class girl. She calls herself a snob. 

“Redbank, the first home she 
went to after the trial, was run by 
this wonderful man, Mr Dixon, a 
retired, middle-class naval officer 
who became one of the most 
influential figures in her life. He 
became her guide as to how nice, 
normal people behave. 

“That's all she wants to be now, 
normal, with a job she enjoys, 
something she's never had. It's 
difficult for her. Working with old 
people is what she'd like to do. but 
of course she can’t since the 
conditions of her release prevent 
her from working with people. Her 
great fear now is the tabloid press. 
They have stalked her for years." 

Then why agree to a book, no 
matter how well intentioned? "I 
don't think there was much of a 
choice. She'd been in denial for 
years, her way of coping with her 
guilt. And, believe me, she suffers 
From guilt. For her own sanity she 
had to admit what she had done. 

“Her partner was very support¬ 
ive of her talking to me. His view is 
that she should not have to go on 
paying for crimes she committed 
during a horribly abused child¬ 
hood. Mary doesn't feel that way. 
She feels guilty and still talks about 
the families of those children." 

I ask if Sereny has any regrets 
now about writing the book. She 
shakes her head forcefully, arguing 
that only good can come of it in the 
long run. once the furore dies 
dawn. "I hope that among the 
many people who read this book, 
some will wonder why the child 
next door is always crying." 

• Cries Unheard, by Gitta Sereny. 
is published by Macmillan on May 
6 at £20. 0 Gitta Sereny 19QS. 
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another time, 
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Linklater meets 


the ramblers 


latest target - a 


duke who is on 


the walkers’side 
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The Duke of Bucdeuch: feels 
insulted by ramblers 


T he Battle of Boughton may 
go down in history as a 
watershed in the war of 
attrition between ramblers 
and landowners in Britain — 
. between those who demand unfet¬ 
tered access to the countryside and 
those who gain their livelihood 
from it. It may look a minor affair, 
but it has stung a formidable 
campaigner into action. The Duke 
of Bucdeuch has gone on the 
attack. 

On Easter Monday, members of 
the Ramblers’ Assodation staged a 
press conference on the Duke’s 
estate at Boughton in Northamp¬ 
tonshire to protest at what they 
claimed was an illegally Mocked 
bridleway. One of their leaders. 
Kate Ashbrook. was photographed 
trying to negotiate a ditch and a 
barbed wire fence which prevented 
them walking along a footpath. 
“We have to name and shame 
landowners and their tenants to get 
them to obey the law,” said Ms 
Ashbrook. The Duke was referred 
to by the ramblers as “just another 
rotten footpath-blocker”. 

This was one insult too many. As 
a paid-up member of the associ¬ 
ation, the Duke prides himself on 
having opened more than 400 
square miles of his estates in 
England and the Scottish Borders 
creating nature trails, woodland 
walks, picnic areas and visitor 
centres. He accused the ramblers of 
spying on a tenant farmer who had 
planted wheal innocently on a path 
which had been blocked for the 
past 45 years by a raff embank¬ 
ment No one. to his knowledge, 
had complained before, but if they 
had, responsibility for action would 
be with the council highways 
department since there was no 
suggestion that anyone had broken 
the law. 

“Kate Ashbrook released to the 
world a picture of herself looking 
like a Swan Lake ballerina being 
rescued from a wicked ducal man¬ 
trap,’' he said. “I venture to suggest 
the ramblers would achieve their 
aims more readily through co¬ 
operation rather than media con¬ 
frontation with potential allies like 
me. It is a great pity that the 
ram biers’ leaders do not realise 
how counter-productive this strat¬ 
egy can be.” . 

We discussed these matters m the 
sunlit library at Bowhill. his stately 
house near Selkirk, and one of the 
four Bucdeuch family homes. Out¬ 
side, a group of children from an 
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Ramblers on an organised trespass on Pennine moorland near Hebden Bridge, West Yorkshire. They say: “We have to name and shame landowners and their tenants to get them to obey the law" 


Edinburgh primary school were 
enjoying a day our on the estate by 
racing their mountain bikes along 
the gravel paths. 

He said: “We have school groups 
on our land every day and at 
Boughton alone between 2300 and 
3,000 a year. Over 25 years I have 
tried to build bridges between town 
and country. We*ve launched a big 
educational initiative at a cost of 
E200.000 a year." 

This policy has involved milling 
down “negative" signposts warn¬ 
ing trespassers to keep out and 
replacing them with others saying 
“Footpaths this way". The Duke 
has won an award for access at 
Boughton from the Countryside 
Commission, and has been ap¬ 
plauded by David Bellamy as a 
model for other landowners to 
follow. Hence his exasperation at 
the ramblers’ attack. 

“We have to go on the offensive," 
he said. “Instead of waiting until 
we’re criticised and then defending 
ourselves on our back leg, we’ve got 
to show that traditional family 
estates are making a positive 
contribution to the long-term future 
of the countryside." 

The whole question of private 
ownership and public benefit in die 
country has become a political hot 
potato. The Government is waiting 
to see whether legislation is neces¬ 
sary and in Scotland there is a 
consultation paper on the future of 
rural land. 

The Duke recognises that speak¬ 
ing up for the landowning class is 
no easy task at a time when . despite 
the famous countryside march on 
Hyde Park earlier this year, urban 
thinking governs most peoples’ 
attitudes. “The public perception is 
of a man who sits there with huge 
inherited weath. clawing in rents, 
being beastly to his tenants and 
shooting anything that moves. This 
has got somehow to be addressed 
and corrected. 
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Ramblers Kate Ashbrook and Chris EBbeck at a blocked bridleway on the Duke’s estate 


“We run our estates in exactly the 
same way as someone who runs a 
chain of shops or hotels." 

With more than 1,000 employees, 
127.000 sheep, 16.000 cattle and 
60.000 tons of timber, the 
Bucdeuch Estates are a major 
business, which has to be run with 
the same adroitness as a private 
company. 

“There are no exemptions from 
the hazards of life. It’s got be on its 
toes, and at the same time its 
performing an identical role to the 
National Trust, which everybody 
loudly applauds, but without the 
tax benefits. Were maintaining 
four major historic houses, and 
probably 200-300 listed buildings 


which is a fairly major responsi¬ 
bility and can only be financed 
through efficient farming and for¬ 
estry operations." said the Duke. 
He accepts, however, that there are 
bad landowners, that large tracts of 
land have been bought up from 
time to time by foreign interests or 
anonymous companies simply as 
speculative ventures, and that their 
approach to walkers has been 
anything but welcoming. 

Bur he believes that these people 
represent a small minority when 
compared with those who strive to 
maintain estates along traditional 
lines, investing substantial funds in 
what may in the end be a non¬ 
revenue producing asset. Against a 


background of hostile taxation, it 
has often been a losing battle: 

“Eighty years ago. 90 per cent of 
the coutryside was managed by 
traditional family estates but after 
hostile legislation, that figure has 
dropped to 30 per cent and is still 
falling fast Traditional family es¬ 
tates are being driven out of 
business and when they are forced 
to sell up. the opportunities are 
presented to new owners who 
many people deplore." 

It is against this background that 
war has been declared by the more 
militant members of the Ramblers’ 
Association. Determined to cast 
landowners in the guise of hostile 
or self-interested exploiters, they 


FACT FILE 


■ The Ramblers’ Assodation 
was formed in 193S after an 
incident In which unem¬ 
ployed mill winkers clashed 
with Derbyshire landowners 
over access to grouse moors. 

■ In 194 9, lob bying by the 
ramblers forced through die 
National Parks and Access to 
the Countryside Act 

■ In 1968 die Countryside Act 
forced county councils in 
England and Wales to sign¬ 
post rights of way. 

■ In April 1997 Labour 
pledged to support legislation 
allowing unlettered right to 
access to much of the 
countryside. 

■ In February 1998, after 
lobbying by die Country 
Landowners Association, the 
Government suggested a 
scheme that would encourage 
landowners to “voluntarily" 
open np their land. 

• Walking the London Loop: 
Travelp3f. 


are likely to find more examples of 
blocked pathways or locked gates 
to make a political point. 

Yet ironically, the kind of open 
country they want to see and walk 
through is probably far better 
safeguarded by a family which has 
lived on the land for years and rons 
it with a balance of farming, 
forestry and sporting interests, 
than by an anonymous investment 
trust which would prefer to move in 
and turn it all over to barley or 
sheep. 

The Duke acknowledges that 
there is some way to go before this 
point is accepted. “In an age of 
political incorrectness I doubt if 
there is anything more politically 


incorrect than a landowner.” he 
sighed. “And when you’re a duke 
into the bargain, well that’s the 
worst of all. You end up bottom of 
the pile.” 

But he is determined to pursue 
the argument. He would like Kate 
Ashbrook to visit him at Bowhill or 
at Boughton so that he could debate 
the question of access face to face. 
He believes that in this way. he 
could convince her that by co¬ 
operating on an issue where both 
he and she. in the end, share the 
same goals, far more could be 
achieved titan by public altercation. 

“I fed I could provide their 
members with a better service than 
some of their present leaders." he 
joked. “Not that I’m seeking to 
occupy the hot seat But we are in 
effect trying to protea what people 
have crane to see for themselves." 

S o far. however, the dive 
branch is being rejected. 
This week, Ms Ashbrook 
said that she would only 
meet the Duke if she were assured 
that all the public footpaths on his 
Northamptonshire estate would be 
opened. Undeterred, the Duke 
believes that this incident may 
mark a turning point 
“I'm an optimist and I think we 
are beginning to win the argu¬ 
ment" he' said. “You may think it 
odd that I should be saying that 
with a left-wing government in 
power, hut J believe that this is one 
that does have people in it who 
have an ability to analyse things as 
they are rather than in terms of 
past ideologies." 

With that we went downstairs, 
along an elegant Bowhill corridor, 
for lunch in tfte dining-room. with a 
view over elegant lawns and land¬ 
scaped vistas. 

Outside, the pupils of 
Craigmount School were being 
rounded up. reluctantly, for the 
long trip back to Edinburgh. 
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UP TO 50% OFF CLEARANCE FURNITURE. 

, *rra on the 3rd floor this Bank Holiday weekend for up to 50% off furniture including beds, sofas and cabinets. 

Visit the clearance 

, M v q 30 am - 7.00pm, Sunday 3rd Hay f 2 . 00 pm - 6.00pm and Bank Holiday Monday 4th May 10.00am - 7.00pm. 
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Design duo Ren Pearce, left, and Andrew Fionda have a bit of fun together while choosing their flowers from the myriad vibrant selection 

Fashion’s flower-power 


SHOP WATCH 


■ Royal Doulton's 
Select card makes sense 
for brides-to-be. Each 
time you purchase Royal 
Doulton china or glass, 
you accrue money-off 
vouchers, starting at £10 
off for every EI00 spent. 
Cardholders also get free 
two-year accidental 
breakage cover. Call 
0990443044 for stockists. 

■ Bedstock is the deco¬ 
rating perfectionists* 
dream shop as it custom 
dyes its bed linen or tow¬ 
els in any of 450 colours. 
Rose and gerbera designs 
have PJs to match. Find 
them at 26 Portobello 
Green Arcade, 281 
POrtobello Road, London 
WI010181-964 1547). 

■ Rachel Rileys chil¬ 
dren’s clothes are ideal 
for summer weddings. 
There are Liberty dresses 
(£44) and grown-up cock¬ 
tail dresses, including a 
stunning black and white 
toile design (E120). Previ¬ 
ously only mail order, 
now clothes can be tried 
on at the shop at 14 Pont 
Street. London SWI (0171- 
259 5969). 

■ 40 Savile Row has 
turned traditional men's 
tailoring on its head. 


Pearce Florida’s designs axe pure, colourful and ground-breaking — like 


the flowers in their local florist Jane Goodkin meets them there 


T he cabbie is just wind¬ 
ing up his learned 
exposition on die 
“seminal rawness" of 
this overlooked enclave of 

north London when I notice a 
bloke in a bobble hat vogueing 
in a doorway. I dive for cover 
into the Flower Store — the 
favourite shop of design duo 
Ren Pearce and Andrew 

Fionda — unaware of a chap 
right behind - me proudly 
dutching his "man-eating" 
plant It seems I have arrived 
in Finsbury Park. 

These savants, exhibition¬ 
ists and nutters all add local 
colour to the otherwise dusty 
high road of cate and comer 
shops squatting in the shadow 
of a grey railway bridge. This 
dismal stretch of the Seven 
Sisters Road was an inner 
dtyscape that hardly warrant¬ 
ed a second glance until the 
Flower Store arrived last De¬ 
cember. transforming a 1940s 
shoe-shop interior into a 
gleaming glass box of the 
utmost simplirity. 

Andrew Fionda has lived a 
short walk from here for the 
past ten years, passing by en 
route to his regular local 
haunt, the bowling alley. "This 
whole parade was really de¬ 
pressing." he recalls grimly. 
Then die Flower Store ap¬ 
peared and the more he 
walked past it, the more he 
began to recognise something 
of himself reflected in its 
sheer expanse.' 

“In flower shop terms, this 
place has the same philosophy 
as us: it does the job, but in a 
more sophisticated way than 
the norm, it stands out 
because while being practical 
it is 3Iso imaginative. It has all 
been so well thought out that it 
will never date." 

As young designers of un¬ 
characteristic perspicacity, 
widely feted for the chic, 
modem tailoring of the Pearce 
Fionda label, neither Ren, 33. 
nor Andrew, 31, has ever 
shown the slightest interest in 
the wild, anarchic posturing of 
their fashion contemporaries. 
While Norringham Trent 
University — where the two 
met — may have given them a 



Made-to-measure suit 

Your measurements and 
fabric choices are Ted to 
the in-store computer, 
then you can check out 
the look of the suit on¬ 
screen. Details are kept 
on file, so repeat buys can 
be done by phone. 40 
Savile Row. London Wl 
(OI7I-2S7 6740). 

■ Antique Baths or 
(vybridge is the place to 
go for one-off bathroom 
accessories, as it scours 
Europe for antique baths 
and fittings. You are as 
likely to find a 1950s 
basin as a Victorian roll¬ 
top bath. Erme Bridge 
Works, Ermington Road, 
Ivybridge. Devon (01752 
698250). 

■ UPDATE: Super-hit 
handbag designers Tan¬ 
ner Krolle is raising its 
profile in ihe North with 
a concession opening in 
the Leeds Harvey Nich¬ 
ols this week (0171-359 
0031). The White House, 
known for its exquisite 
bed linens, launches a 
baby layette department 
this week. Find it at 40-41 
Conduit Street. London 
Wl (0171-629 3521). 

Judith Wilson 


0171 561 9287 
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The sleek, sophisticated, modem, glass shop epitomises the designers’ philosophy 


our 
favourite 
shop 


licence to dream, stark reality, 
they have since discovered, is a 
different proposition. "It’s 
amazing what they don't tell 
you at college. At the end of the 
day, the clothes haw got to go 
into a shop." 

Ren has little time for “all 
the bullshit that goes with 
fashion'*, denouncing as stunts 
clothing that aims to shock — 
"and please the right maga¬ 
zines" — rather than be worn 
by real people. "To me. it's 
a case of the emperor’s 
new clothes." 


GADGETS 


CRUELLY dubbed “The Nod¬ 
dy Car" by some London 
cabbies for its bulbous shape 
and bright trim, the 17(1 black 
cab is packed with features to 
appease the most demanding 
or passengers, and the youn¬ 
gest. The armrest for exam¬ 
ple. doubles as a child's seat 
and also folds out into a baby- 
changing platform. 

An efficient two-way inter¬ 
com means you can actually 
hear the driver, and when the 
mobile phone or laptop power 
is down you can plug into the 
rear-shelf powerpoint 

The scats, finished in doth, 
are padded and comfortable, 
and the digital dock and 
meter display, above the rear¬ 
view mirror, are larger and 
therefore easier to read. 

And if you find yourself 
alone at night waiting for an 
elusive cab another handy 
gadget is the Personal Attack 



TX1 cabs have all mod cons 

Alarm.Though pocket-sized it 
is just as noisy as some car 
alarms. 

The fob measures 2in by 3in 
and is set off by pulling out a 
button with your nail. It can 
be deactivated via a discreet 
rear button. 

TIM WAPSHOXT 

• TXI taxi.from 125000from 
London Taxis International 
(01203505001). Personal 
Anode Alarm. E905fnm The 
Gadget Shop (OSOO 7X3S343). 


Perhaps it is this old-hcads- 
on-young-shoulders approach 
that accounts for the dutch of 
fashion industry prizes award¬ 
ed to Pearce and Fionda ever 
since their first collection just 
three years ago. In 1997 they 
earned the ultimate accolade: 
Lloyd’s Bank British Fashion 
Awards prize for glamour. 

Although today the duo are 
designers by appointment to 
such celebrities as Lilt Mal¬ 
tese, theirs has not been a 
smooth road to success. They 
have struggled through a doz¬ 
en frugal seasons, ekeing out a 
meagre existence. Although 
Ren insists that in the world of 
fashion there is never “a right 

rime to take it _ 

easy”, recent de¬ 
velopments haw ‘Fan 

lightened the bur¬ 
den of anxiety. C t r 

Like Clements 
Ribeiro. Copper- wit 

wheat Blundell vvii 

and other design- jntpn 

ers of their gener- liiici 
ation, Pearce 
Fionda have had I™ 1 

no choice but to Tl-ioi 

move their pro- I Hal 
d notion arm to It- _____ 
aly. "We had to do —— 
it to stay competitive." Ren 
says. “There was no other 
option; British manufacturing 
just can’t iratch Italian quality 
and price for small runs." And 
while it may seem outrageous 
that the World Young Design¬ 
ers winners cannot' remain 
viable even in Blair’s Britain, 
the move feels “like a weight 
off our minds", leaving the 
pair free to be creative. Top 
department stores worldwide 
continue to remain loyal to the 
label, stockists have doubled 
this season and a Japanese 
outlet looks likely. 

All or which means good 
business lor Am ala Shah's 
flower shop. "We love the way 


‘Familiar. 
Simple 
with an 
interesting 
twist. 
That’s us* 


the flowers are colour co¬ 
ordinated. like a fashion col¬ 
lection," says Ren. Other than 
white bouquets, the duo might 
choose a bunch of blue and 
purple cottage garden blooms 
— “good colours for sending to 
a man" — nr a more studied 
composition of subtly tinged* 
cream roses. The choice is 
wide enough to cope with 
every caprice, without risking 
the ultimate floral gaffe — the 
hospital lobby’s mixed bunch. 

Although they are dedicated 
followers of black, they both 
appreciate the shop's pulsat¬ 
ing colours. “It is all about the 
contrasts between the natural 
and the man-made," explains 
_____ Ren. "The charge 

. . that comes of 

putting two ex¬ 
tremes together, 
inle Zhivago was 

^ the theme of our 

I an last show, yet vve 

1 1 set it off with sun- 

■Qfina flowers. Black is 

-dlLllg here to slay, but 

_.i. we all need to 

■***-• break a rule occa- 

-r. sionally." 

a lia Just as U seems 

______ that Andrew 

" could happily buy 

everything in this shop, he 
pauses at a shelf of succulents 
and looks doubtful. "Cacti, 
hmmtn, they're not really me. 
Let's see Ren. if we were a tree, 
what would we be?" One 
glanuc at a classic fig tree in a 
slender metal pot is all the 
conferring they need. 
■‘Straightforward, unfussy 
and familiar, but just look 
closely and you will notice its 
intricately plaited stem. Sim¬ 
ple with an interesting twist. 
ThatTs us." 

• The Flower Store,282Seven 
Sisters Road. London N42HY 
(0171-561 9287). Open Monday 
to Saturday 10am to8pm: Sunday 
10am to 4pm 
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Scotch grain clipper bag 
with inside pocket and detachable strap. 

Light with quality fastenings. £199. 
Mulberry 41/42 New Bond Street, London 
Wl (0171-491 3900); 62 King Street. 
Manchester (0161-839 3333) 












ABOVE: This light, foldable canvas flight bag 
will only survive a few trips. £33, plus £3.50 
p&p. The Mariners Supply Company, Harbour 
View, Trevissome, Flushing, Falmouth, 
Cornwall TR11 5TA (01326 375744) 







It’s in the bag 


E very time I go to an airport I vow I will 
never again board a plane carrying a 
plastic bag. So. as my thoughts begin to 
turn to summer holidays, perhaps now is the 
time to plan ahead and invest in some decent, 
stylish, made-to-last hand luggage. 

Although most passengers seem to want to 
take as much as possible into the cabin, air¬ 
lines have rules about the size of carry-on lug¬ 
gage. "A standard rule of thumb is that your 
cany-on bag should not exceed a total of 
II5cm," says Brian Wreford of Antler 
Luggage. British Airways stipulates that bags 
should be no bigger than 55 x 40 x 20cm and 
weigh no more than 6kg; charter carriers 
such as Air UK and Britannia 
allow no more than 5kg. 



tv TXSEI 


HAND LUGGAGE 


For most passengers, the bags must not only 
, be easy to carry, sporting wheels, strong han¬ 
dles and a good strap, but ensure that clothes 
get there as uncreased as possible. When 
choosing a bag in a shop, imagine what you 
would put in it, what your capsule wardrobe 
would be made up of, which soap or shoe or 
make-up bags you would take on short jour¬ 
neys, and how many items you would want to 
hang or fold in it. This planning will help to 
ensure you buy a bag which has the right 
amount of space, pockets and compartments, 
and the right handles and wheels for your 
requirements. 

Sudi Pfgott 


LEFT: Gien Royal 
Weekender is an extremely 
light and bright holdall made of 
thin PVC-type material with 
leather trimmings. Although not 
for frequent use. it is easy to 
wipe dean. The handles are 
small but there is an optional 
shoulder handle. Not for heavy 
objects. £110. The Conran Shop, 
81 Fulham Road, London SW3 
(0171-589 7401) 


riA. - : 


BELOW: Black nylon flight 
bag with two large external 
pockets plus Internal 
pockets, external zip 
dosure for extra security 
and adjustable shoulder 
strap. £24.99. Next 
Directory, 0345-100500 


Bnes Levantes 
lightweight hand luggage in 
PVCtype material with 
leather trim. Double-ended 
zip for easy access, button- 
over leather handle for comfort 
and zip side pocket for travel 
documents. £95. Self ridges, 400 Oxford 
Street. London Wl (0171-6291234) 


n 


RIGHT: Rollercase 
executive mobile office in 
polyester. Small compact 
double-decker layout to 
separate overnight Items 
from business equipment 
internal telescopic handle 
and wheels. £89. Antler 
Ltd, as before 


BELOW: weekender canyon case 
with Connolly's hallmark cream 
leather and burr walnut rigid 
framed Interior designed by Ross 
Lovegrave. Adjustable cushioned 
handle and shoulder strap 
distributes weight One large 
clothes compartment and one for 
papers. £2,400. Connolly, 32 
Grosvenor Crescent Mews, London 
SWI (0171-235 3883) 





ABOVE: Samsonite Globetrotter, with 
sturdy all-round zip for easy packing. 

It has a rigid frame reinforced with 
webbing, comfortable padded rubber 
handle, wheels and telescopic 
handle. Comes with a ten-year 
guarantee. £79. Selfridges, as before 


ABOVE: Antler hatchpacks roller cabin/ovemlghter In 
durable ribbed polyester fabric with padded side panels 
and protective sledge-runners. Hatch openings for easy 
packing, a combination lock with quick-release catch, mesh 
side pockets and a shoe pocket and an aluminium 
telescopic tow handle. £79. Antler Ltd. as before 


LEFT: The Bill 
Am berg holdall In 
Kelly-bag shape, 
with a sturdy, rigid 
base and zip. It is 
roomy, lined, but 

has no inside 
pockets. £250. 
The Conran 
Shop, as before 



Photographs by 

DesJenson 
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shopping ■ 5 


T he greatest problem 
that confronts a man 
at the swimwear 
counter is the same as 
that facing the purchaser of 
underpants or barrier contra¬ 
ceptives: the woman behind 
the till is going to be imagining 
what you look like in them" 
She is going to find it funny. 

The men on the packets do 
not have the same kind of body 
as you or 1. so the trunks look 
different Better. Furthermore, 
when you take them out of the 
box they do not look like 
swimming trunks at all. They 
look like the son of ancient 
sling used to slay Philistines in 
the Old Testament 
. To add insult the men in the 
box illustration tend to wear 
the item with a medium-sized 
haggis inside. The box 
neglects to mention that the 
traditional Scottish pudding is 
not included. 

So we leave our trendy new 

Versace posing pouches 

behind when we pack for the 

holiday. and _ 

rootle out a pair of 
football shorts ‘J)( 

(‘-‘make sure 
they’ve got the Hoi 

special netting in 
diem, so you can **■ ir »T 
use them to pLU-fl 

swim," my moth- onH r 

er used to shout L 

across the packed niirc 

Saturday crowds UUIS 

at Lucas Sports). • 

The result is that lil a J 

they get too heavy , . 

and stick to our Dll 

legs so we can’t do 
breaststroke, and 
our tan line is so low that we 
look, standing naked in front 
of the mirror at the end of our 
holiday, as if we are wearing 
knee-socks. 

“In the past, the two maun 
mistakes have been bright 
colours and long baggy 
shorts." says 77 me Out 
consumer editor Lorn a V. 

“ Both of these problems derive 
from the British male’s reluc¬ 
tance to see himself as sexy. 
The French. Italian or Brazil¬ 
ian man. on the other.hand. 
can hardly wait to flaunt his 
body. These days British men 
are willing to spend money on 
their swimwear, but they are 
unsure of what to go for." 

You're tellin g me; But do we 
really have to pucker up and 
disport ourselves in a pair of 
Spado briefs? 

“Those are okay if you have 
the body for it." she says. “But 
not everyone has. Recently, 
men.have started to feel the 
same pressures as women 
about having a perfect body — 
but most women think that a 
man who goes to the gym all 
the time and tries too hard to 
look gbod in his briefs is not 
sexy anyway. Understated 
chic is what you’re after.” 

Understated chic? And there 
was ! thinking it was OK to 
just pull off my strides and 
jump in the sea in my Y-fronts. 
“That is a mistake many 


‘Do we 
have to 
pucker up 
and disport 
ourselves 
in a pair of 
briefs?’ 


Englishmen make." says 
Damian Fox. a fashion writer 
and stylist. “You can walk 
down the beach in Ibiza or 
Corfu and pick out the Brils by 
looking for men wearing 
Mickey Mouse or World Cup 
boxer shorts. Even the kind of 
men who keep their ward¬ 
robes up to date seldom put 
the same effort into their 
swimwear, although some 
trends have been visible lately. 

"Last year. Gucci went very 
big on tiny little G-strings, but 
they were mostly left 
untouched and found their 
way into the sales. Again, this 
is probably because British 
men don't have the bodies Tor 
them. What has been popular 
is the return to the I970s-siyle 
trunks by people like Dolce e 
Gabbana and Diesel. 

“They are tight-filling but 
longer than briefs, often with a 
little belt or pocket, and some 
piping on the seams. It is a 
more flattering shape than the 
brief because it holds things 

_ in. although it can 

make your legs 
we look a bit wide." 

This news 
3 to comes as a great 

relief to those of 
T UD ^ w ^° lean 11 10 

' ■r 7 swim in just such 

cnnrt trunks as these, 

opui l and were horri- 

‘Ivpc ^ 10 ^ earn — on 

.IVCa reaching our 

,; rn f majority - that 

all Ul not only did we 

fc9* have to pay tax 

FS ■ and vote, but we 

also had to make 
up our minds 
about what we were going to 
wear on the beach. 

Now comfortable at the 
height of fashion again — and 
nurturing dreams of that 

archetypal trunks-wearer Burt 
Lancaster, snogging Deborah 
Kerr on the beach in From 
Here to Etern ity — we can 
expect to be chased down the 
sand by amorous female bath¬ 
ers. But what are our chances 
of making a dean getaway, 
across the water? 

“Well, these are not the 
choice of the competitive 
swimmer," says Josie Grange 
of the Amateur Swimming 
As sod anon. “What he is look¬ 
ing for is something with the 
least amount of drag, with no 
seams or details. Speedo have 
brought ip a new material 
called Aquablade originally 
designed for the 1996 Olym¬ 
pics. which is so streamlined 
that it is faster through die 
water than your own skin.” 

But, do they look good on 
dry land?“Well”Ms Grange 
muses, “they are ribbed, and 
go all the way down to your 
knees. Nick Gillingham, one 
of our top swimmers, wears 
them in competition." 

When the races are done For 
the day. however, you can be 
sure that Deborah Kerr cocks 
him a pretty serious snook. 

Colin Steel 













ABOVE: Turquoise End black stretch Lycra trunks. Cl 5. 
Speedo, BhS. 252-258 Oxford Street, W1, and branches 
nationwide (0171-262 3288} 
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ABOVE: Navy sheer stripe shirt, £89; blue trunks with white side 
stripe. £35. Armani, 191 Brompton Road. SW3 (0171-823 8818} 

Photographs by Anna Stevenson 
Grooming by Rival 

using Paul Mitchell Luxury Hair Care Products 
Styling by Amandip Uppal 


ABOVE: Navy/red Boscin shorts, £27. Speedo. House of Fraser, 
selected stores (0171-963 2236) 



LEFT: Dark 
olive, brown and 
black trunks, 

E42, Armand Basi, 
12 Floral 
Street, WC2 
(0171-278 
4842) 
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f* _ noor navy panel trunks, £40, Diesel 


THREE OF A KIND 


Flip flops are not just for children; look out for these coo! and comfortable adult versions 
LEFT: Blue 


£45. Patrick 
(0171-823 8818). 

RIGHT; Choc 
and betgfc 
rubber flip flops. 
El 7.99. Diesel. 

FAR RIGHT: 

Blue plastic 
mules. £15, Nike 
(0181-838 4447). 






YOUR FINEST CHIT AT HOUSE OF FBASER 

Ybur gift Is a ctasstc French navy and white striped. Chrisliffli Dtor bag 
containing seven travel size products: 

- Dtor Bromw Soff-Tctn for lha Foe® • Face ad By® Mato-Up Remover • 

• £qtlf6 Stimulating lbner - Dolce VUa • Dpsrick In ‘Bose SoutHe* • 

- Mascara Partatt * Dtoribse Rtdge RBer tor Ndb * 

All ft* Is YOUGS with any two purchases ham Christian Dioc one of which tabeskincae. 
AvaBctJJe ftom 30lh Aprtto 16th May 1990. 

(M^ipvcutsnwiiMbiMctsU 


a? 


HOUSE OF FRASER 

ARMY % NAVY DAVID CYANS WCKWS A JONES BNI8 HAAXBS DH EVANS 
HOWSLIS JOLLTS AWOTR CAVENDISH HOUSC HOUSE OT F1ASEK FEASEK DINGLES 
HWUU RAOOIAMS HAMMONDS 
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6 • food and drink 


Rainforest Cafe — high camp comedy or educational treat, asks Derwent May 




oesjB'tsow 





Derwent May braved the animatronic creatures of the Rainforest Cafe where life-size jungle animals entertain and enlighten diners as they take part in a food safari 


Food fit for 
children 
of the earth 


U mbrellas were up. 
so we had to pass 
first through a rain- 
jungle in Soho on 
our way last Saturday evening 
to the renowned Rainforest 
Cafe in Shaftesbury Avenue. 
We could identify the queue on 
the pavement from a fang way 
off. because people in it were 
holding up exotic green and 
yellow umbrellas. We joined 
the queue, and after a moment 
or two a girl came up carrying 
one of me same umbrellas, 
which we could now see was 
decorated with gaudy tropical 
flowers and leaves. 

It was her job to set us off us 
on our safari. She told us that 
the restaurant could rake 350 
customers, so there was a 
steady turnover, and that we 
would be inside in a few 
minutes. Then our safari 
would begin. We would be 
given a passport, with the time 
marked on it when a table 
would be available — which 
should be within three-quar¬ 
ters of an hour. Then we could 
start the food safari. 

At lunchtimes and on eve¬ 
nings at the beginning of the 
week, one could generally get 
a table straightaway. 

The girl was right about us 
soon being in, and to sounds of 
thunder and with lightning 
flashes overhead, we wove 
down the stairs through jungle 
foliage to a desk. How many 
were we? Two. In that case we 
could go in straightaway. 
What a shaft of jungle sun¬ 
light! So we were led by a 
waitress to what seemed to be 


the only table for two in the 
stretch of the forest to which 
we had been assigned. 

In fact, the Rainforest Cafe 
proved to be. as it claims, very 
much a place for children's 
outings. At nearly all the large 
tables around us, lines of 
children under six were sitting 
up like well-behaved explorers 
with their parents. 

As for us. we were really in 
the thick of it now. We could 
have applied to the bar — 
sorry, the Oasis — for a 
cocktail: a Speckled Forest 
Grasshopper, described as an 
endangered spedes blending 
creme de menthe and crime 
de cacao, or a Spotted Choco¬ 
late Monkey with bananas, 
chocolate and rum. But we 
decided to have a glass of 
champagne each as a last link 
with civilisation. 

We needed those. A few 
yards away a life-size gorilla— 
declaring its femaleness where 
the hair on its chest parted — 
was surveying us with a scowL 
and suddenly rose on her feet 
and leaned towards us. Fortu¬ 
nately she subsided. But then 
a deafening trumpeting arose 
on the other side, where two 
full-sized elephants were wag- 
- gling their ears and shifting 
their shoulders menacingly. 

We took another gulp of 
champagne and in the dim 
jungle light, under oeiling 
stars, we tried to make out the 
menu. A page called Before 
The Adventure offered start¬ 
ers. Avoiding Amazon 
Bruschetta and Pieces of Ate. 
we decided to share a plate of 


Rainforest Pitta Quesilladas. 
The salads (The Adventure 
Begins) included one with 
chicken called African Wind, a 
sensation we did not want to 
experience, so we turned to On 
Safari—the main courses. My 
companion settled for Coral 
Reef Kebab, while I rather 
weakly chose the almost 
meaningful Chicken Bombay. 

Another voice now made 
itself heard- It was the voice of 
the jungle creatures educating 
us. It gave us depressing 
statistics of rainforest destruc¬ 
tion and ended with the proph¬ 
ecy that if nothing was done 
about it. “we shall all be gone". 
However, for the moment the 
elephants and gorillas (there 
was another, a male, lurking 
round the corner in a grotto) 
seemed indestructible as they 
began another round of cries. 

Our quesadillas proved 
quite tasty, if not very in¬ 
spired. They were tittle pieces 
of pitta bread spread with 
scraps of onion, pepper, chick¬ 
en, melted cheese and so on, 
wiih dips of sour cream and 
guacamole. My companion's 



Food to go wild for a taste of the On Safari menu which has a tropical theme 


kebab was an "Amazon-sized" 
skewer of shrimps and sea¬ 
food on pilaf rice with a small 
jungle of vegetables next to it 
She quite like*! it but found the 
fishy bits metallic My grilled 
chicken was tender, and had 
been nicely marinated in coco¬ 
nut curry and other spices; it 
was accompanied by another 
jungle, this time of salad, and 
some Thai peanut sauce. With 
this, we had a bottle of the 
Blossom Hill house wine 
(washed up on the beach from 
California, L suppose), and our 
bfil. inducting die champagne, 
came to £51.90 without service. 

The children seemed to be 


taking the experience stolidly. 
One boy poked an elephant 
and a little girl stroked the 
male gorilla's beard. How¬ 
ever, they were mostly concen¬ 
trating on their Tasty Tiddlers 
(fried fish and baked beans) or 
Rainforest Rascal (burger and 
beans) which came on a 
separate children's menu at 
£7.95. 

The Rainforest Cafe 
presents itself as both a great 
night out for children and 
their parents and an educa¬ 
tional venture. However. 1 
was not convinced that a visit 
to it would turn children into 
ecologically-sensitive animal 


CHILDREN visiting the 
Rainforest Cafe leam that: 


JUNGLE BOX 


■ Every year an area of 

tropica] rainforest the size of England and 
Wales is destroyed. 

■ Around 50,000 spedes of plants and 
animals are lost each year through 
rainforest destruction — a rate of 5.7 spedes 
per hour. 

■ Nearly everything that is bought, con¬ 


sumed, used and wasted 

_ can have an effect on our 

planet's rainforests. 

■ Many rainforest people are under threat. 
On average, one indigenous group has 
disappeared every year since 1900 in Brazil. 

■ Fewer than 650 mountain gorillas now 
live in the wild. 

■ Every known spedes of macaw is either 
endangered or extinct 


lovers. Better, surely, for them 
to go to the zoo and see a real 
elephant, and hear the gib¬ 
bons whooping. The world is 
so full of fakes. However, the 
Cafe does have a follow-up 
programme, taking the ma¬ 
caws and parakeets which sit 
and scream on perches into 
schools, with an experienced 
curator talking about 
rainforests. School parties can 
come to the Cafe for lessons 
plus grub. 

Really, though, the 
Rainforest Cafe is better re¬ 
garded as high camp comedy. 
Look at it in that light, and the 
butterflies with wings as big 
as elephant ears, Tracy the 
Talking Tree — who speaks 
the ecological message — and 
the lavatories’behind the trees, 
perfectly respectable but called 
Tartan and Jane, can be seen 
as the fruit (tropical) of some 
joker having a good time. 

But. enough is enough. We 
hurried through the Jungle 
Shop out into Shaftesbury 
Avenue — and never had the 
English spring rain seemed 
more refreshing. 


THE DRINKS THAT TIME FORGOT 


Buck’s Fizz 


UNTIL his death in 1966, the 
increasingly eccentric Captain 
Herbert Buckmaster contin¬ 
ued to run the St James's dub 
B that he and a few fellow 
officers of the Blues had set up 
while on active service in the 
French village of GuOlemont 
in 1918. it became the toast of 
the Twenties, and was the dub 
PG Wodehouse later fdt had 
1 been the nearest to his idea of 
the Drones. 

In the burst of youthful 
1 bonhomie which followed 
demobilisation (1921. to be 
precise). Mr McGarry. first 
■ bartender at Bucks, hit upon 
an absolutely wizard idea. 
Squeeze one third fresh 
orange juice into a frosted 
champagne flute, fill it up with 
two thirds bubbly, stir and 
i serve: Buck's Fizz was born! 

Although old Capt 
Buckminster did survive to see 
England swing like a pendu¬ 
lum do (and young bucks in 
Guard's tunics two-by-two), 
mercifully, he was spared the 
spectacle of Britain's entry into 
the Eurovision Song Contest 
under his name: and ensuing 
Top of the Pops appearances 



with Making Your Mind Up, 
My Camera Never Lies and 
Land of Make Believe in 1981 
and '82. Thank heaven for 
small mercies. Now that the 
ghosts of this beat combo have 


been laid by second careers of 
some moderate success, it 
should be safe to order this 
refreshing beverage again. 

Kate Stronach 


HENRY HARRIS'S CHEAT OF THE WEEK 


LAST week I extolled the 
virtue of using mayonnaise 
from a jar: for some kitchen 
jobs it really does pass muster 
(1 apologise for the confusing 
headline, my chefs have been 
asking me all week to show 
them how to make a roulade 
out of celery!). 

Another sure sign of good 
weather approaching is the 
start of the English asparagus 
season. 1 cant get enough of iu 
whether in soups, boiled, 
grilled or gratinated. It has a 
full rich flavour that cant be 
equalled by any of the import¬ 
ed stock, it may taste great m 
the country that it’s grown in 
but ir doesn’t seem to travel 
welL 

The most luxurious way of 
eating this gorgeous spear is 
with a sauce mousseline. It is 
an emulsion sauce based on 
holiandaise (mayonnaise is 
also an emulsion sauce) that 
has loosely beaten cream add¬ 
ed to it. I would never pretend 
that a rich butter sauce is 
healthy, but this sauce is 
slightly less hazardous to the 
arteries, as cream has a lower 
fat content than butter. 

For this you can’t just use a 
jar of holiandaise: it may 
define itself as such on the 



label but it bears no similarity 
to the original. What you do 
need is a food processor — this 
is the tool that will help you 
make the sauce without being 
overly nervous. The rapid 
spinning of the blade will give 
you a tight emulsion that 
wont split easily. 

SAUCE MOUSSELINE 
Serves 4 to 6 

Six tablespoons of white wine 
vinegar, 2 peppercorns, half a 
bay leaf. I small chopped shal¬ 
lot. 50ml water. 250g of unsalt¬ 
ed butter, 3 egg yolks and 
125mi of double cream. 

Place the first five ingredi¬ 
ents m a small pan. bring to 


the boil and reduce down to 
four tablespoons. Strain it and 
set aside. Take the butter and 
melt it in the microwave in a 
heatproof jug with a tip. Then 
place the eggs and vinegar 
reduction in the processor and 
run for just less than a minute 
so that the mixture tightens in 
colour and becomes moussey. 
Then, with the motor running, 
start to pour the hot butter ina 
slow but steady stream. If the 
mixture becomes very thick 
and takes on a greasy appear¬ 
ance. add a splash of hot 
water. 

When all the butter has 
been incorporated, add salt 
and pepper to taste and per¬ 
haps a little lemon juioe if it 
isn’t sharp enough. It should 
have a gentle addiiy. that will 
become even more gentle 
when you add the cream. 
Place the cream in a separate 
bowl, season it with some salt 
and pepper and then whisk it 
to the point where it is soft and 
floppy, not stiff. 

Then gently stir this into the 
holiandaise and serve along¬ 
side plenty of boiled 
asparagus. 

• The author is head chef at 
Harvey Nichols fifth-floor 
restaurant in Knightshridge 
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Jane MacQuitty 

Believe it or not, summer is here 
and that means one thing: it’s 
time to put fizz into your life 


S ummer is upon us and 
the burgeoning of buds, 
dawn chorus and en¬ 
gagement columns mean one 
thing to me the start of the 
spariding wine season. Judg¬ 
ing from my postbag, every¬ 
one planning a summer 
wedding or big celebration 
has already started to consider 
the expensive question of 
what, when and how much to 
serve. 

The golden wine rule at any 
big party, whether it’s a grand 
formal wedding or a tow-key, 
family- anniversaiy. is to keep 
the wine choices simple. One 
alcoholic and one non-alcohol¬ 
ic drink should be fine for the 
pre-prandial stage, with lots of 
bottles of mineral water to 
quench thirst in between. In 
my experience, at large parties 
even discerning wine drinkers 
get confused by too much 
choice. Understandably, most 
of us will always pay more 
attention to other 
guests than die 
contents of our 
glass. But if you 
want to econo¬ 
mise, it*s worth 
remembering that 
guests at large 
gatherings are 
likely to remem¬ 
ber fite contents of 
their first and last 
glasses better 
than the ones in 
between. And no 
matter how good 
the function, if 
you and yours 
have served gut 
rot, none of your 
guests will thank you the next 
day when they wake up with 
die mother of all hangovers. 

Ptjur the first glass down 
everyone's throats as swiftly as 
possible. If you are expecting 
100 or more to arrive at the 
same time, the only way to do 
this, without dozens of wallers, 
is to line the filled glasses up at 
the entrance and firmly en¬ 
courage everyone to help 
themselves from the outset 
As to the amount of wine 
your guests will drink, you 
should always calculate half a 
bottle per head for every two 
hours of reception, or parly, 
time. Thus if you have a two- 
hour reception starting at 4pm 
before a dinner, with dancing 
afterwards until midnight 
you will need at least one and 
a half to two bottles of wrine per 
head. It is true that the better 
the wine, the more people will 
drink. But misers should note 
that abstainers and those who 
have to drive home ensure that 
the haJ f-bo ttle-a-h ead rule for 
every two hours of party time 
does hold true. On large wine 
orders always make certain 
you buy on a sale or return 
basis. 

Even if irs a wedding, the 
expense of serving champagne 
to hundreds is steep. But one 
wheeze is to serve other wines 
throughout and just serve a 
glass of the real thing for the 



toast- you should get six good- 
sized glasses from each cham¬ 
pagne bottle. Unless you are 
on your own territory, it's 
worth discovering how much 
corkage you might be charged 
if you decide to bring your 
own. possibly cheaper, bubbly 
in. Corkage charges for spark¬ 
ling wines vary between £5- 
£16 a bottle. 

As usual, this summer’s best 
champagne deals are at 
Majestic Wine Warehouses 
and Oddbins. Majestic has 
knocked 20 per cent off five 
case purchases of a long list of 
decent champagnes, with Per- 
rier-JoueTS rich, floral, fruity 
champagne good value at 
£15.19 a bottle. Over at 
Oddbins, you can collar the 
same champagne for the same 
price but need only buy six 
bottles or more to get 20 per 
cent off. 

If you like a slimmer, more 
green apple-styled cham¬ 
pagne, try Lau¬ 
rent Perrier's fine 
fizz, £16.79 at 
Oddbins if you 
buy six or more. 
£16.79 at Majestic 
if you buy 60 or 
more. 

Oddbins is 
knocking £10 or 
more off a quintet 
of top cuvtie cham¬ 
pagnes. These in¬ 
clude the sensa¬ 
tional 1990 Dom 
Ffirignon, a heav¬ 
enly, heady, hon¬ 
eyed. buttered- 
toast mouthful 
that drops £12 a 
bottle to about £49.99, the 
same price I pay for it in duty 
free. One for the honeymoon. 
Or pack two bottles of another 
great vintage champagne 
from the superb 1990 vintage: 
the glorious, intense, per¬ 
fumed. floral 1990 Taittinger, 
and save £10 in total, £27.99, 
not £32.99, each. Majestic’s 
price for two or more is £30159. 

If you are prepared to make 
the journey — and if I was 
getting married again this 
summer, I certainly would — 
the best place to buy cham¬ 
pagne is in France where 
minimal rates of duly apply. 
The cheapest champagne 
bought in France at Carre- 
fours and the like could be as 
low as £5 but. frankly, I 
wouldn’t buy tins sort of 
enamel stripper. 

Your best bet is to buy me of 
the big grandes marques, or 
co-operative champagne 
names, but taste before you 
buy. As the Charapenois them¬ 
selves admit champagnes 
with the same labels often 
differ in quality from France to 
Britain. 

The only exception I have 
found to this better-in-BriJam- 
than-Franoe champagne rule 
is Nicolas Fieuilfatte Brut, a 
straightforward, biscuity 
mouthful which is £15.99 in 
Tesco and only £8^0 in its Cite 
Europe store. Good luck! 


STAR BUYS 


1996 Hungarian 
Chardonnay, Buria, 
Safeway, E3.29 

With Hugh Ryman his one¬ 
time mentor, Akos Kamocsay 
knows his stuff. There are 
no dramatic Chardonnay 
characteristics but what 
you gel is tremendous floral, 
zesty, 

lemony fruit with 
the kind of 
refreshing lime 
juice-like 
finish that 
makes a 
good spring or 
summer 
aperitif. At a 
pinch this 
aromatic white 
could wash 
down simple 
white meat, 
or fish-based 
salads. 





1997 Young Vatted 
Merfot, Rousse, Safeway, 
£3.49 

Safeway introduced its first 
vibrant, juicy, young vatted 
red duo five years ago. 

Today there are six beaujoiais- 
styied macerated reds 
from western Europe, the 
Cape and 

Bulgaria, but I 
are think this 

H Buigar is best. 

3S For the keen 

price you get 
brilliant, 

tgpu crunchy, • 

crimson- 

|g|PB purple fruit 

reminiscent 
of summer 
pudding and 
a mouth¬ 
watering, 
almost eftrossy 
finish. 


n JA-r-: 


BESTOFTHE REST 

T f*E° a Wine Fest}vaI ' running until May 27, looks the tastiest 
supermarket wine fairs being held this month. A| 
£”2 225?!f nted fP 00 '® 5 Purchases, inducting me chunky 
Chilean 1997 Santa Ines Mai bee for £4.99 and BarbacfiJto's top, 

®SS£. MBn “ nilB for E6 - 99 ’ there are free testings. In 
1 997 250,000 customers took advantage. Be thee. 



li 


! I 

i ' 
i : 


(#- 


jajJ) ty ij 

















V,. 


"Wf. 


& 


^ ; 
^i 


V •;i 



‘i i 
ilj. 
1 ■ 


; -/"• ; J. 





*%; | 

■Si!W |.» 

’T'ngT^' : 




THE TIMES WEEKEND - SATURDAY MAY 2 


L>* * J 


food and drink ■ 7 


Celebrate the Bank Holiday with rich 
— — vours ar >d strong colou rs that 
_ bring a promise of summer 



S 


B y this time of year. I am 
ready for summer food — 
for bright Mediterranean 
colours and flavours, olive 
oil* garlic, basil and sweet tomat¬ 
oes- I am tempted by broad beans 
and peas from Spain and other 
countries, where summer comes 

early. 

Unless you really like strawber¬ 
ries, fruit is still difficult right now; 
apricots, peaches and nectarines 
are imported before they are ripe: 
1 equals are not widely available 
although they started appearing in 
the shops in mid-April, and we will 
not see native gooseberries until the 
- end of the month. Tropical fruit is 
one answer, but I have decided 
instead to concentrate on grape¬ 
fruit, making an ice-cream, 
crystallised peel, and a gin and 
grapefruit syrup. 

This trio of grapefruit flavours 
makes a very elegant dessert, 
which l garnish with long, curved 
triangular fuiles, for which f cut out 
a cardboard template. None of the 
elements which makes up this dish 



is difficult, but it can be somewhat 
time-consuming. ! give you the 
various stages because the curd 
recipe is useful and the crystallised 
peel can be made without the other 
elements. Try' dipping some in 
dank, and some in white, chocolate, 
either for presents, or for after- 
dinner sweetmeats. 

For the main course, I have cho¬ 
sen tender spring meat, braised 
with new season’s vegetables. At 
times I have adapted this recipe to 
lamb, duckling and some exquisite 
veal that 1 bought in France, where 
it is reared with the mother. 

You can buy organic veal in Brit¬ 
ain from Eastbrook Farm in Wilt¬ 
shire (mail-order de tails on 01793 
790462). My post bag indicates that 
many readers would like to buy 
organic produce if they knew where 
to find h. Lynda Brown's Shopper’s 
Guide to Organic Food strives the 
problem. Published this month in 
paperback (Fourth Estate, £7.99). 
this indispensable guide not only 
informs where to find the food, but 


how it compares with the products 
of agribusiness. Once you have 
read Ms Brown’s account of pesti¬ 
cides used in fruit and vegetable 
production, you may well start to 
rethink your shopping list. 

Deriving inspiration from two 
Mediterranean dishes, gazpacho 
and brandade de morue. my first 
course can be prepared partially in 
advance. In fact, the brandade 
needs to be made the day before to 
allow the juices to set and bind the 
fish, olive oil. garlic and milk to a 
creamy paste, which you can shape 
into quenelles with dessertspoons. 

Tomatoes are simply blended 
and sieved, seasoned with sea salt 
extra virgin olive oil, a dash of 
sherry vinegar, if you like, and 
some garlic. This thick fresh “soup" 
is served chilled with minutely 
diced cucumber, red. yellow and 
green peppers, spooned into the 
middle, and the brandade. which 1 
make from smoked haddock, on 
top. While the soup vegetables can 
be peeled and diced in advance, the 
tomatoes arc best prepared just 
before required lo retain their 
fragrance. This is a lovely dish, one 
to turn to again and again in the 
coming months, especially as tom¬ 
atoes gel riper and sweeter. 

Chilled tomato soup with 
gazpacho garnish 
and brandade of smoked haddock 
ServesG to 8 _ 

500g undyed smoked haddock 
fillet _ 

200ml milk _ 

100ml extra virgin oDvb oil, hot 

6 to 8 garlic doves, peeled and 
blanched _ 

Freshly ground black or white 
pepper _ 

Vi cucumber _ ' 

1 each medium-sized red, yellow 
and green pepper _ 

1kg very ripe tomatoes _ 

2tbsp extra virgin dive 

oil, cold _ 

Itbsp sherry vinegar _ 

Fresh basil _ 

Sea salt _ 

Freshly ground black pepper 
For garnish: chervil. dill, or basil 

Put the fish and mQk in a saucepan, 
and poach until the fish is just 
done; 3 to 4 minutes will be 
sufficient, not much more. Remove 
the fish, and when cool enough to 



Frances Bissell 


handle, discard the skin and any 
bones, and put the fish and garlic 
in the food processor. Process until 
the fish is quite broken up. 

Gradually add the hot olive oil 
and enough of the milk to make a 
paste of spreading, rather than 
liquid, consistency. Season with 
pepper. Scrape into a container 
and. once cuol. refrigerate until 
required. 

Halve the cucumber and discard 
the seeds. Peel it, slice lengthways, 
cut into thin strips and then dice. 
With a potato peeler, pee) the thin 
skin from the peppers as far as you 
can. You will probably not manage 
the top and bottom, which can be 
chopped off and used in another 


dish, such as piperade perhaps. 
Halve the peppers, remove the 
seeds and cut die flesh into riny 
dice. If pepper skin does not bother 
you. then do not bother to peel 
them. 

To prepare the tomatoes, put 
them in a blender or food processor 
with oil. vinegar, basil and season¬ 
ing. and blend until smooth. Sieve 
into a jug. 

To assemble the dish, stir the 
tomato soup and pour into soup 
plates. 

Spoon a flat disc of vegetables in 
the middle, and place a quenelle of 
smoked haddock on top. Decorate 
with some fresh herbs and serve 
immediately. 


Spring duckling stew 

Serves 6-fl _ 

1 large duck, or two small 

ducklings, jointed _ 

500g each new potatoes, small 
purple and white turnips (or navels), 
young carrots, peeled, 
if necessary _ 

6 cloves of garlic, peeled, 

optional _ 

250g each asparagus spears and 
green beans, trimmed _ 

2 bunches of spring onions, 

trimmed _ 

Bouquet garni, made of 2 or 3 
parsley stalks, 1 bay leaf, a sprig of 
tarragon and sprig ol thyme _ 

200ml duck or chicken stock 
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200ml fruity white wine _ 

Salt _ ' 

Pepper __ 

Fresh herbs for garnish, such as 
tarragon, chervil and/or flat-leaf 
parsley __ 

Heat a heavy-based frying pan and 
put the duck pieces in it, skin side 
down. Cook gently until the fat 
runs free, and pour this off. Then 
raise the heat to brown the pieces, 
turn then) over and brown the 
other side. Pour off the fat. Put the 
carrots, potatoes, garlic and tur¬ 
nips in the pan. cutting up the 
vegetables to the same size to 
ensure even cooking. Tuck in the 
bouquet garni. Pour on half the 
stock and wine, bring to the boil, 
cover, and simmer gently for 40-45 
minutes. 

Add the remaining liquid, aspar¬ 
agus. green beans and spring 
onions and simmer for a further 20 
to 25 minutes, until both meat and 
vegetables are tender. 

Season to taste and scatter on 
some fresh herbs before serving. 
Hie casserole needs no other 
accompaniment. 

Grapefruit ice cream 

Serves 6-8 _ 

Take 400g of cold or chilled 
grapefruit curd, made as for lemon 
curd, fold in 200ml whipping 
cream, whipped, and freeze in a 
container in the freezer, or use an 
ice-cream maker or sorbetiere. 

Crystallised grapefruit peel 

2 grapefruits, squeezed _ 

Water — see recipe _ 

About 300g caster sugar _ 

Discard the membranes and cut 
the skin into neat strips. Cover with 
water, bring to the boil and cook 
until the peel is tender and translu¬ 
cent Drain, rinse and return to the 
saucepan with 200ml water and 
200g sugar. Cook gently until the 
sugar has dissolved and continue 
to simmer the peel in the syrup, 
adding the remaining sugar after 
about ten minutes. 

When the syrup has almost been 
absorbed and becomes sticky lo the 
touch, but before it reaches the 
brittle, crack stage, transfer the 
pieces of peel to wire racks. Leave 
them to dry out. overnight if you 
can. then roll them in caster sugar 
and store in an airtight box. Pink- 
fleshed grapefruit produces a pret¬ 
ty pale-orange peel when cry¬ 
stallised, the yellow-fleshed 
remains yellow. For the synjp. I 
prefer the pink-fleshed. 


THE PERFECT 

SHORTBREAD 


IT’S AS easy as one, two, 
three. Literally, one part sug¬ 
ar to two parts butter to three 
parts flour. Shortbread is a 
perfect teatime treat when 
baked in nice chunky pieces. 
Rolled out thinner and baked 
for 12-15 minutes, the rich, 
buttery biscuits are excellent 
accompaniments to desserts. 

■ YOU NEED: lOOg caster 
sugar. 200g softened butter 
and 300g plain flour. 

■ METHOD: Mix the ingre¬ 
dients together in a food 
processor, or by hand, until 
the mixture binds together. 

Chill it for 20 minutes and 
roll out to about 1cm thick¬ 
ness and Lhen transfer to a 
lined baking sheet 

■ Prick all over with a fork, 
and then cut into fingers or 
triangles, and separate slight¬ 
ly. Bake at 1S0C gas mark 4. 
until golden and just set 
about 20 minutes. 

Transfer to wire racks and 
cool completely before stor¬ 
ing in an airtight tin. 

Next week: 

The perfect scrambled eggs 




Grapefruit and gin syrup 

(makes 250ml) _ 

250ml pink grapefruit juice _ 

30Qg caster sugar _ 

4 crushed juniper berries _ 

6 coriander seeds, crashed _ 

Piece of angelica stalk — optional 
Strip of orange zest _ 

2-3tbsps gin — Plymouth Gin 
Export Strength is a good choice 

Simmer the juice, sugar and 
aromatics until the sugar has 
dissolved, then boil for 5-7 minutes. 
The aromatics are ingredients in 
the making of gin. and serve here to 
heighten its flavour. 

Strain, allow to cool slightly and 
stir in the gin. 

e Frances BteMd 1998 

NEXT WEEK: 

Celebrate the sandwich 


CONSUMING INTERESTS: FRESH TOMATO SOUPS 


■ Tomato soups' remain the best-sdlers. 

but ray, bow they have changed. Those 
who buy fresh soups wfll at least recognise they 
are made from tomatoes, which was never 
readily apparent with tomato soup from tins. 


While ! still have uses for Campbell's Old- 
Fashioned Tomato Rice Soup (with fresh 
mince it makes a better bolognese-style sauce 
than any pre-tnade sauces you can buy) these 
are all in a different class. ROBIN YOUNG 


Skills worth broadcasting 
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Joe Warwick 

grills TV's 
Mark Wogan 


HOME COOKING 


F ood was an early pas¬ 
sion for television pre¬ 
senter Mark Wogan. 
It started in his moth¬ 
er’s kitchen when be was only 
eight. “I spent a lot of time in 
the kitchen when I was little. It 
was the only room in the house 
that my mother would let me 
play in because I created such 
a mess everywhere." he 
explains. 

In those early years his 
repertoire was limited to bak¬ 
ing. and in particular to one 
variety of cake. “I was ob¬ 
sessed with Madeira cake. I 
started with cakes because 
they were the easiest thing to 
do. There was this recipe for 
Madeira cake in The Better 
Homes Cookbook which I 
used to do over and over 
again. It got to the point where 
my family said please learn 
something else. They just 
couldn't eat anymore of my 
sponges." 

Mark expanded his culinary 
skills and gradually learnt 
more recipes, with his task 
made a lot easier by his 
mother's skill in the kitchen"! 
come from a family of people 
that have healthy appetites 
and who like to eat well The 
thing is Mum is such a good 
cook. If you ask anybody who 
has ever eaten her food they 
will tell you that she’s a 
phenomenal cook. She puts 
me to shame. So I was brought 
up with a very high standard 
and we were used to eating 
exotic things " 

A description of a recent 
“particularly extravagant fam¬ 
ily lunch"(smoked salmon, 
caviar, foie gras and duck) 
prepared to celebrate Mark's 
birthday gives the impression 
that Mrs Wogan "s kitchen is a 
centre of excellence. Raised on 
foie food meant that Mark 
developed a refilled palate 
early in his life. He was mildly 
obsessed with artichokes at 
five and revelled in the nick¬ 
name “the artichoke kid" 
because he demanded the 
vegetable in every restaurant 
he frequented. 

His favourite meal from his 
childhood was Chicken Ma¬ 
rengo, "a dish my mother 
cooked which was supposedly 
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St Michael Low Faf 
Tomato * Basal Fresh Soup. 
EL 19far450g.from Marks 
& Spencer. 

Claims: “A smooth soup 
made with tomatoes and fresh 
basil." 

Verdict A flavourful. 
darkly coloured soup which 
proves you do not need fat 

to give richness. The whole 

pack only has l.Sg fat. but 
a study of the ingredients list 
reveals it is 25 per cent 

■ tomatoes. 4 per cent tomato 

purte and just 0.7 per cent 
basfl. The basil is perceptible 
. to the eye, but hardly to 

the tastebuds. -kirk 

* Asda Tomato and Basil 

Soap, 99pfor4S0ml, plastic 
sachet. 

, Claims: “Fresh tomato 
soup with a distinctive basil 

flavour. Healthy choice. 

Less than five per cent faL 
1 Verdict A lot of onion tn 

the mix and cheap fillers such 
as carrot and potato did 

8 not presage wdL But the pate- 

coloured soup 





purtre, modified starch, 
butter and olive oil. and garlic 
puree- The chunks of 
tomato were reduced to 
flavourless lumps of pulp 
and string, giving an 
impression of ruined fruit 
rather than of well-made 
soup. ★★ 

Safeway Italian Style 
Tomato Soup. EU9forS00g 
plastic tub. 

Claims: “A fresh soup 
made from plum tomatoes 
and Italian white wine, 
with garlic and herbs." 

Verdict A fleshy. 

attractive soup in which 
peppers, onions and herbs 
were in evidence, as well as 

tomatoes. But excess 

aridity gave an aggressive 
edge to the flavour. ★* 



* vaguely of basil. * - u “ u 


©Fresh Soups 
nky Tomato. £1.09for 
•plastic sachet. 
ms "A delicious fresh 
> with pieces of chopped 

ito and herbs." 

Kct Herbs are thyme 

oregano, not basil. The 
3e indudes tomato 


Jonathan Meades 
In Birmingham; 

joan-Christophe 

Novelii spices 
food with 
laughter 


The Real Soup Co. Fresh 
Soup Tomato fi Basil. £7.95 
forSOOg plastic tub. from 
Harvey Nichols. 

Claims: “Made from the 
best quality fresh ingredients 
using classic recipes and 
providing the same attention 
to detail as you do when 
you make your own." No 
preservatives, colourings 
or additives. 

Verdict: Just seven simple 
ingredients: vegetable 
bouillon, tomato, onion, 
red pepper, basil, sugar, 
cream. My own attention 
to detail might have reached 
to fishing out bis of skin, 
but I guess they were left 
there to prove authenticity^ 
Unnecessary: the flavour did 
all that was required. 
★★★★ 

Sainsbury’s Fresh 
Tomato and Basil Soup, 
£1.09for500ml. 

Claims: 97 per cent fat 
free, suitable for vegetarians. 
Verdict: l thought it tasted 
of carrot, and indeed carrot is 
listed as the third largest 
ingredient — after water and 
tomatoes. Of the latter, 
some stringy remains were 
the best evidence. 

Incredibly, the recipe is 
shown as including less 
vegetable bouillon than salt. 
Ingredients also include 
oregano, thyme and parsley 
as well as basil. Not one 1 
would buy again. * 



Mark presenting hus television cookery programme. Right: his interest in all things culinary started early 



Terry Wogan, says son Mark, “can’t cook" 


invented by Napoleon after the 
battle of Marengo with what 
was left over in the food stores. 
It was basically chicken, tom¬ 
atoes, mushroom and pep¬ 
pers." The only thing his 
mother’s fine cooking could 


never make palatable was 
beetroot. “1 still can’t cat it- It 
tastes like mud." 

Although Mark recognises 
his Father Terry’s skill as a 
broadcaster he is equally 
aware of his inability in the 


kitchen. “Dad can’t cook — but 
then he’s never had to. He 
went straight from living with 
his mother to living with my 
mother. I can remember one 
occasion when he cooked: it 
was one of those heart-break¬ 
ing moments as a cliild. He 
cooked peached eggs for my 
sister and l when we were very 

little. I think he _ 

was quite hurt 
because we both ‘ J J|g 
complained that it 
wasn’t the same as OWT1 
the way Mummy 
cooked them. I ("’nnl 

think that ended v “' UUf 

his part in cooking oil r 

anything for us. till c 

He’s very good at 
heating things up." a ui j 

Although Mark 
worked for a per¬ 
iod as a chef, he decided it was 
not a career he warned to 
pursue. “It'S the hardest job I 
think you can do and I admire 
anyone who can do it You 
have to work so hard to get to 
the level of someone like 
Gordon Ramsay and even 
when you are there you have 
to work twice as hard to 
maintain it. For me, it took any 
passion out of food and your 
passion has to be high to 
maintain standards. I’m far 


‘I hate my 
own food. 
Cooking is 
all about 
surprise’ 


happier with food and far** 
more passionate about h the 
less l have to cook iL When 
anyone asks me what my 
favourite dish is, ! say any;.., ■ 
thing cooked by somebody^ " 
else, i actually hate ray own 7, 
food. For me, eating is ail . ,, 
about surprise. If you've, 
cooked it yourself there* noT,, 

_ suprise because^ 

you know what it’s ' T 
» rryv going to taste like.” ! ■ 

J His last job.;:; 
qqH made him decide to.,- 

give it up as aT,i 
flP IS Profession 1 “1 was' -;; 

ll o 13 running this rater-' " 

milt company and;,, 

njUL in the last summer, 

• •. I had poached S?.',.' 

T-SC salmon. I never; .1 
wanted to see A. 
another salmon." 

When he moved into trie-;'- ', 
vision it was to present cook-7, 
ery programmes such as! 1, 
Channel ~ 4's Here’s One l ' . 
Made Earlier and he is now-"" 
conducting celebrity inter-;.. 
views for ITVs This Morning. '.' 
If he gets foe chance to da',,! 
another cookery programme^;-', 
he'd “love to get across the 7; 
entertainment of cooking and",,. 
not just the educational side .-, 
that cookery programmes cur-7 
rently concentrate on “ T 
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‘The big lorry has been coming to our farm for 17 years. If I’d been walking across your lawn for 17 years I d have a right-y_ 


T here are a number of lorry 
drivers going around now who. 
in the eyes of the law. are 
unoonvicted criminals. One driver of a 
five-axle articulated lorry knocked three 
telegraph poles down. 1 saw it happen. 
He got out. pulled the fallen cable clear of 
his cab. and drove on.” 

Frank Hounselt is talking about the 
kind of incident he's witnessed in his part 
of the Marshwood Vale, an area of out¬ 
standing natural beauty In West Dorset. 
Many of the roads in the Vale are still 
barely wider than a horse and cart, with 
steep hedges and banks, and Mr Houn- 
sell. a retired scientific civil servant, feels 
that it is vandalism to allow massive 
lorries to drive about freely there. 

Five years ago. he compiled a detailed 
report on the subject, and this spring his 
work seems, finally, to have borne EruiL 
The West Dorset District Council has 
decided to look into the idea of declaring 
the entire Marshwood Vale a Quiet Area 
and restricting lorry access. The initial 
suggestion involved barring any lorries * 
over 22m in width, but as this would 
have affected local industry too severely. 


High price for a piece of quiet 


it was altered to a length restriction of 
9.75m. Last Tuesday there was a meeting 
in Mr Hounsell "5 parish hall at 
Whitchurch Canonicorum to canvass 
local opinion. 

Although 1 don’t live in the area I went 
along because, with 44-ton lorries now 
on the roads, it seemed an issue of 
national significance. People are worried 
about the proliferation of huge lorries in 
rural areas and as Mr Hounsell points 
out- "As an engineer I know that these 
vehicles were designed to move goods 
from port to port or dty to city, using A 
class roads and motorways. Politicians 
allowed them to move on to more minor 
roads — because there was no regulation 
— and there’s been chaos ever since." 

Mr Hounsell is sensitive to the fact that 
he’s an "outsider" in his village, having 
lived there only 12 years, but he thinks 
that professionals Uke himself have a 
special contribution to make to rural 


communities. He 
sees the interest of 
the council as a 
"grand opportunity 
to sort out a problem 
which is only going 
to get worse". 

The local farmers 
don’t share his out¬ 
look. On Tuesday 
they crowded the tit¬ 
tle parish hall, allow¬ 
ing a few spokesmen 
to put their point of 
view. 

It was hard not to LUCY 

sympathise as die 
costs of a lorry restriction were outlined. 
Already struggling with falling prices, 
farmers would have to pay hauliers a 
surcharge to have their straw, fertilizer 
- and feed delivered, and their livestock, 
cereals and milk collected in smaller 


DOWN TO EARTH 


LUCYPINNEY 


vehicles. Even a 
small farmer could 
end up losing E4.000 
a year. 

Christine Bailey, 
who helps run a 200- 
cow dairy in the 
Vale, pointed out the 
absurdity of sudden-' 
ly outlawing a way of 
life that has been 
going on for nearly 
20 years. “The big 
cake-feed lorry has 
'been coming to our 

INNEY fc™ fo r f th I t i ,a 2JI 

years. If Id been 
walking across your lawn for 17years I’d 
have a right of way." 

Her eyes flashing, she had a sharply 
humorous turn of phrase. When asked if 
she didn't think gigantic lorries spoilt the 
essential beauty of the Vale, she retorted: 


“Not at all. We’ve learned to live with the 
pylons, haven’t we?" 

Being a mother, she does worry about 
traffic. “I’ve got four children, one on a 
DT50 motorbike, one on a pony and two 
on pushbikes. but I’m more frightened of 
fast cars and inconsiderate drivers than l 
am of artics.’'To her, one big articulated 
lorry is far less environmentally destruc¬ 
tive than two or three smaller ones that 
would have to replace it. 

She cant see. either, that things are 
bound to get worse: 44-ton lorries 
couldn't invade the Vale because the 
lanes are simply too small. To her the 
problem is self-limiting because lorry 
drivers arc so terrified of damaging their 
expensive vehicles. “A lot of the roads are 
below field-level, with tall, straight 
banks. There's no way a lorry would 
choose to wedge itself between those." 

Frank Hounsell doesn't agree. He has 
a dustbin bag bulging with bits that have 


fallen off lorries as they Ve torrefied their 
way through the lanes. But in the end the 
argument does come down to one of 
decree Christine and the other farmers 
don’t dispute that the odd lorry has 
caused damage, but they see it as 
happening too infrequently to justify a 
ban The occasional cracked bridge and 
tipsy pole is simply the price that has to 
be paid for local - businesses to survive. 

Because the vote at this week’s meeting 
was so strongly against a ban. and the 
other parishes in the Marshwood Vale 
are likely to feel the same way. the whole 
idea will probably be dropped. But it's an 
issue that is bound to surface again 
somewhere else. Christine said: “Re¬ 
member that it was farmers who made 
the Vale as beautiful as it is now.” It all 
depends. I suppose, on whether you see 
farming as an essential part of the 
countryside’s future. Not everyone does. 


• CORRECTION: The late Mr Ernest 
Bugler did not. as stated in an article 
(One man and his dogma. Weekend, 
April IS). shoot a fox pursued by a hunt 
on his land. We apologise for the error. 
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Farewell Alice, 


pigsty stunner 


and supersow 


I thought you would want 
to be the first to hear the 
sad news. Alice, the 
Large Black sow, has 
died. But before we embark 
upon a national outpouring of 
grief, lei us pause in celebra¬ 
tion of the life of this remark¬ 
able pig, whose career was 
charted on these pages 
throughout much of this 
decade. 

I do not want to start 
counting her column-inches: 
she was a truly shy creature. 
But starlets would kill for the 
attention — and the post—she 
attracted during her public 
career. .We’re talking Pig 
Power here. 

She was born, prematurely, 
near Norwich in 1989. and that 
was a bit of a fiasco. As a 
present for a farming couple 
who had done me a great 
kindness, I bought them a 
pregnant black sow. This. 1 
realise, falls well outside what 
is usually considered as 
giftware, but they were 
extremely pleased at the 
prospect. 

On arriving at the farm to 
collect the sow. I was told by 
the vendor that she had 
already "pigged". He 
apologised, but explained that 
she had undergone a "running 
service" in which she had been 
left alone in a field with a boar. 

I asked how else these 
things might be arranged and 
was raid by the farmer that he 
usually put the boar in with 
the sow and watched all day 
till the act was done. But that's 
Norfolk Farmers for you. 

Out of this alliance came a 
liner of 13 piglets. They 


Grieve not for dear Alice, says 
Paul Heiney, but for the pigs who 
will never know the life she led 



Songbird does a 
vanishing trick 


FEATHER REPORT 


travelled in the boot of my car. 
while mother lounged in a 
trailer behind — in case she 
lost her balance on the comers 
and sat on her offspring. 

All the way along the A45 l 
worried about maternal bond¬ 
ing and the distress of separa¬ 
tion, Neither mother nor 
infants seemed to give a damn. 

Pie piglets slept noisily all 
the way. and no sooner were 
they reunited than each tiny 
black creature, no bigger than 
a lump of coal, slithered across 
its mother’s broad belly till it 
found a nipple, and hung on 
for dear fife. One of those 
piglets was destined to be 
called Alice. 

it was six months later, at 
Christmas time, that my wife 
lightly requested, "Oh. some¬ 
thing expensive, black and 
sexy". 

Well, by now, the teenage 
Alice was sexy all right- she 
sported a shapely pair of back 
legs and trotters, on which she 
strutted around looking like a 
flustered barmaid in black 
tights and stilettoes. She was a 
stunner. Pig prices were up at 
the rime, so she was expensive 
enough too. I bought her. 

On Christmas morning I 
adorned her with a red bow 
and notionally gave her to my 
wife. She (the pig, not the wife) 
became the foundress of our 
form. 

It was soon after Alice came 


ON THE SPOT: HERTFORDSHIRE 


Rural recommendations 

The Place the Roman Theatre of Verulamium, St Albans. 
The view: beside a grassy mound and surrounded by green 
fields lie the flint remains of the theatre. The arena and 
stage are dearly defined and on the right a sign highlights 
where the dressing room once stood. 

Aficionados: historians and visitors to St Albans. 
Historical interest: it was completed about AD300 to 
accommodate 2 . 0 ()O spectators and is the only completely 
exposed Roman theatre in England. The arena was used for 
wrestling, bear-baiting and armed combat. Flint from the 
walls was later used to construct St Alban's Cathedral. 

OS ref: 134/075 on sheet Ib6 

How to get there: take A4147 to Bluehouse Hill and the 
theatre is opposite St Michael’s church. 

Also nearby: Verulamium museum with Roman life 
recreated in a series of rooms, and Kingsbury Watermill. 


to live with us that revelations 
about her private life started to 
appear on these pages, and I 
take full responsibility for 
these gross intrusions. 

Isn’t it funny how you 
always want to say sony when 
it is too late? 1 1 wanted to 
apologise for ever for saying 
that, from a distance, “she 
looked like a cannonball on 
the move" — or that she had 
"lost her maidenhood to a 
hairy boar from Bury St 

Edmunds." Shameful tales to 
tell of a lady. 

Her first confinement hap¬ 
pened in the middle of the 

night when she did her 

Quasimodo impersonation — 
using a heavy, cast-iron feed¬ 
ing ring, throwing it into the 
air with her powerful snout 
and allowing it to fall from a 
great height on to the concrete. 

■ with a noise like all the bells of 

hell. After that. _ 

each time the 

chimes rang out. ‘Shf 

we knew piglets 

were on the way. Inp*-, 

She farrowed liC1 1 

with tittle trouble, a Inn 

which I remember 

«.being * great tTOUS 

Especially as I _■ i; 
once read in an old 
farming manual , 

that “there are few 3 SGiM 
problems in 
farrowing that 
cannot be solved by good 
humour and a plentiful supply 
of lard." 

At moments like this it is not 
proper to talk of her failings, 
but it was well known that she 
was a danger, particularly to 
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Paul with Alice, left, and Polly. Alice died in her sleep, three years into retirement 


‘She ran 
her snout 
along my 
trouser leg, 
giggling like 
a schoolgirl’ 


me, at certain times in her 
reproductive cyde. 

Pheromones appear to jump 
spedes very readily: at morn¬ 
ing feeding time, I would 
notice that she was playful. 

_ running her black 

snout the length of 
ran m y trouser leg, 

giggling like a 
schoolgirl. That 
was harmless 
r mV enough. But if, 24 

’hours later, no 
„ boar had appeared 

I to fulfil her natural 

a TiL-tfb ur ^ es ’ she was 

5 mvc more than ready to 

-.lmr-1’ a| W |hin 8 >n 

Jlgil 1 trousers round the 

field, and many is 
the time I have 
resorted to jumping rhe elec¬ 
tric fence, fending her off with 
the bucket It was no place for 
an innocent My wife had to 
protect my virtue by taking 
over feeding for a few days, 
if she is missed, it will be in 


the autumns. This was when 
this pig was at her most 
beguiling. 

She lived much of her life in 
the orchard, and it was when 
the apple trees were laden 
with fruit _ that she could be 
seen rubbing her great bulk 
against the trunk of the tree, 
till it produced a gentle shower 
of apples which fell at her feet. 
She would play this game for 
hours, enjoying the fruity rain 
as it fell from the trees, and 
then return to her second 
favourite occupation, truffling 
for worms. 

When such tasks were 
under way you might think 
that the last tiling on her mind 
was her family: but a piglet 
had only to squeal, and she 
would be across to it with the 
speed of a black thunderbolt, 
checking it out before return¬ 
ing to the serious business of 
filling her vast belly. 

She died peacefully in her 
sleep, three years into 


retirement after her last bout 
of fertility, and was buried 
beneath her apple tree. 

Before we allow too much 
sentimentality to slosh over us 
so that the Social Affairs Unit 
condemns us all as cry-babies, 
there is a serious point to ail 
this. 

Alice was allowed the sort of 
life which a pig would choose, 
if anyone could be bothered to 
ask. There was no confine¬ 
ment in darkened sheds, no 
cramped crates, no routine 
medication, no performance- 
enhancing drugs. 

So grieve not for dear Alice, 
for she had the best of it. 
Instead, he sorry for all the 
other sows, who dreamed of a 
fife like hers and were 
deprived of it. 


SEDGE warblers are back in 
Britain, after a winter spent in 
the marshes of tropical Africa. 
As usual, they are in good 
form, singing vigorously in 
osiers and brambles alongside 
our own rivers and ponds. 

They have a song like a 
stewpot. with every kind of 
note thrown in —■ chinkings, 
grating notes, rich whistles 
and trills, and very often the 
notes of other birds that they 
can hear singing round them. 
This is all delivered with great 
vigour. 

However, now you see 
them, now you don’t Some¬ 
times one "will sing quite 
happily on an exposed twig, 
and let you get dose enough to 
see dearly the dark bars on its 
rather flat crown, its very 
distinctive creamy eye-stripe, 
and its streaky brown back. 
Sometimes it will even leap in 
the air while singing, then 
dive down again. 

At other times these little 
birds lurk in the middle of a- 
bramble bush, singing as they 
move about, but quite impos¬ 
sible to see among the dense 
foliage and thorns. It can be 
very frustrating. You put your 
eye right up against the bush 
where there is a crack in the 
leaves, but you can see no sign 
of the owner of the voice, who 
is perhaps not more than two 
feet away from you. 

Last week I actually wit¬ 
nessed (if that is the word) a 
complete territorial battle be¬ 
tween two sedge warblers 
without seeing either of them 
while it was going on. I found 
one singing just as 1 have 
described in a long, rolling 
bramble hedge. A moment 
later another struck up a few 
yards further along the hedge, 
starling with some chinking 
notes, then bursting into rapid 
trills. The first bird’s voice 
moved towards it, and the 
second bird's voice retreated 
and stopped. The first bird 
moved back to its starting 
point, still singing. But then I 
heard the second bird start up 
again only a couple of feet 


Derwent May 

• What’s about: Birders — 

Watch out for sported flycatchers 
in woods. parks and targe 
gardens. 

Twitchers — Squacco Heron at 
Penslhorpe Waterfowl park ,' 
Norfolk: White-billed Diver at 
Papa Westrqy, Orkney: Dotterels 
at Baldock, Herts.. 

Details from Birdiine 0891 
700222. Calls cost SOp a minute. 


• Paul Heiney has two hooks 
published this month. Hisfirst 
novel. Domino's Efleci 
(HodJerand Stoughton), and 
Home Farm (Darling 
Kinderslty). 
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The sedge warbler’s song heralds its return from Africa 


Deborah King 


JANE SPENCER 
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I laughed more than ever before’ 

"■ " The third Mel Caiman award attracted more 

r than 300 entries from young cartoonists 

r | 'the winner of [he third Mel 

■ Vt STAS£ W 1 StaStotaiS ttSaEhb 







Albans 



T he winner of [he third Mel 
Caiman award is Darren Rolfc. 
who takes home £1,500 for his 
irreverent behind-the-scenes look at a 
Rolling Stones tour. 

The competition, which honours the 
late Mel Caiman. The Timas' pocket 
cartoonist, aims to encourage young 
artists and help them to find new 
markets for their work. 

David Driver, the head of design at 
The Times and one of die judges of the 
competition, said: “Wc had a bigger 
entry than last year — more than 300 
entries — and of a higher standard. 

“In fact I laughed more than ever 
before, but admittedly it was a good 
year for satire, what with the antics of 
Clinton and Blair's spin-doctors." 

Because of the size of the entry ihe 
awards were divided into under -30 
and undcr-I8 categories.The under-30 
runners-up, who receive GOO. were 
Matt Buck, Stuart Taylor and Iain 
Green. The under-IS category was 
won jointly by Kate Ware and Dylan 
Latcgan who each win E500. 




Pbter Brookes. The Times' political 
cartoonist and also on the jury, 
explained that what impressed him 
most about Rolfe was his consistency: 
"Lots of people can do one fanny 
cartoon but the real trick is to be able 
to do lots. A good selection of hits is 
evidence of professionalism-" 

• The 42 short-listed entries mil be 
displayed at the Postal Museum. 
(0171-2395426'} alongside the Comedi¬ 
an Stamps hv Gerald Scarfe until 

Af/rai J5 
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from the first This time it 
stood its ground. There was a 
vigorous song-duel — and 
then at last I saw the first bird, . 
as it flew out of the bush and 
low across a canal to some . 
willows on the other side. It 
had lost the battle — and I had 
never seen the winner. 

There was a chaffinch near¬ 
by all this time, calling with 
that short, splashing note that 
can be heard everywhere just 
now, and the first sedge war¬ 
bler several rimes incorporat¬ 
ed this sound into its war- 
song. A little further on 1 had a 
good view of another sedge 
warbler singing in a sallow 
bush, and this one started 
imitating a great tit that was 
singing its "teacher, teacher" 
song in a treetop. 

When it is in subdued vein, 
you can confuse a singing 
sedge warbler with a reed - 
warbler. If you see the bird, 
there is no difficulty in know¬ 
ing which it is. since the reed 
warbler, though somewhat ' 
similar, lacks the creamy eye- 
stripe. But the reed warbler’s 
song is like a sedge warb¬ 
ler’s with the best bits left 
out 

Sedge warblers sometimes • 
nest at quite a distance from. - 
water in oilseed.rape, or even 
in small pines and firs at the 
edge of a young plantation. 
There are=millions of them in 
the marshes of Russia and 
eastern Europe, but even in 
Britain, which is not at the 
heart of their world range, 
there there are usually about 
300.000 pairs nesting each 
summer. So one has a good 
chance of stumbling across 
this spirited little bird. 
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LAND FOR SALE 


BUILDING PLOT 
Norfolk 

Scnxoed by mature tree*, 0.77 
■era, edge of village near Engl 
low *id» denoted planting 
p«MkaM far 5 bed Quigiaa 
MJtoboac. 

£15jNBl 

Td: 01366 728604 
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AUCTIONS 
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LONDON PROPERTY 


TAMARIND COURT 

Spectacular warehouse conversion 
situated on the fashionable and 
Baden Wharf Estate Ip Ibwer Bridge 

Apartments from 

£180,000 

some with large balconies 

Tel: 0171378 0474 

Sales office & show suite open 7 days 
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or 0878 l 
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Freehold hac. Quki non 
be. Double Rccptim worn. 
TV/ndy noni. (Eflmg 
room, new Miefekscbca. 
3 bedroom arises. Hyde 
Park/Hanwfackneby. 
£769y0M 
VIEW TODAY 
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FRE NCH P ROPERTY 

Exhibition ^ 




Td: 01243 544472 
Ftac 01243 544473 


T 8TH, 9TH, 10TH MAY 1998 

FRJL 11.00 AM TO 6.00 PM. SAX. 10.00 AM TO 6.00 PM. SUN. 10.00 AM TO 5.00 PM 

PAVILIONS OF HARROGATE, GREAT YORKSHIRE 
SHOWGROUNDS, HARROGATE, NORTH YORKSHIRE 

Organised by FPN 2a Lambton Road, London SW20 OLR. Telephone: 0181 944 5500. 
Visit our website: http^/wwwJrencb-|jiupMty-niewsxxHn 
BRITAINS BIGGEST & BEST EXHIBITIONS FOR HOMES IN FRANCE 
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STAFFORDSHIRE 
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Retire in 
comfort and style 

Set in beautiful courtyard gardens, developments of comfortably spacious 
retirement houses and flats, now in -19 counties around England. 

Currently for sale in Cambridgeshire, Cheshire, Essex, Surrey, Warwickshire & 
West Sussex and soon in Hampshire & Wiltshire - Prices from £155/100 - £295,000 


Calf 0800 220 858 quoting ref NM2 or write 


Visit our website - 
wwwenglishraurtywdjCO.uk 
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JOHN D WOOD & CO. 


London and Country Estate Agents 


Established 1872 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE - Tetbury Price Guide £395fi00 

A charming and well presented period house, in an area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, 
with a tennis court and indoor swimming pooL 4/5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 

3 reception rooms, conservatory, double garage and gardens of about 2.1 acres. 

CIRENCESTER OFFICE- 01285 642244 


ISLE OF WIGHT 
Cowes 


A most dunning and 
conveniently located house, 
sympathetically restored 
and enjoying panoramic 
views of Cowes Harbour 
from the top Boot 

3/4 bedrooms, bathroom, 
shower room. 

reception room, dining hall. 

study/4(h bedroom, 
cloakroom, kitchen, integral 
garage and patio garden. 

Price Guide: 
£190,000 


LYMINGTON OFFICE: 
01590 677233 ‘ 




HAMPSHIRE - Hayiing Island Price Guide £43(^000 
Oi the north side of the island, a restored and beautifully ap p oin ted Georgian house 
approached via a no-through lane. 4 beds, 2 baths, doakrm/ahower room, 3 reception rms, 
kitchen, conservatory, laundry nn, double garage, outbuilding and established gardens. 
WINCHESTER OFFICE: 01962 863131 


AVAILABLE SHORTLY "SUMMER '98", 

A SELECTION OF OUR FRESHEST AND BEST HOUSES 
AND FLATS FOR SALE AND TO RENT, 
COMPILED WITHIN THE LAST FOUR WEEKS. 
RING NOW 0171 493 4106 FOR YOUR COPY. 




EATON TERRACE, 
SWL 


Towards the northern end 
of Eaton Terrace, a 
beautifully presented, wider 
than average house with 
flexible accommodation. 

4 bedrooms, 2 dressing rms, 
3 bathrooms, 4 reception 
rooms, kitchen, staff 
bedroom and shower room, 
cloakroom, 2 cellars, 
roof terrace and garage. 
Approx. 3/136 sq ft 

Lease to 2040 
£1,250,000 


BELGRAVIA OFFICE: 
0171730 9854 
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OXFORD - Old Boars Hill Price Guide £485,000 
A well presented house with mature gardens, paddock grazing and extensive southerly 
views towards five Berkshire Downs. 5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 4 reception rooms, kitchen, 
utility room, cloakroom. 3 garages and outbuildings. About 152 ha (375 acres). 
OXFORD OFFICE: 01865 311522 


HEAD OFFICE; 

26 CURZON STREET, LONDON WiYSLD. 0171-493 410b 
VAX: 0TT1-629 6071 ht(p:.7ivvvw.johndwood.co.uk 


STEEPLE CLOSE, SW6. Freehold £450,000 
In a pri vate cul-de-sac by Putney Bridge, a neo-Georgian house with a magnificent roof top 
conservatory, dose to the Thames and Bishop's Park. 3 bedrooms, bathroom, shower room, 
2 reception rooms, kitchen, garage and communal garden. 

FULHAM OFFICE: 0171 7314223 


1» \T IT iCSr HHGRAVU. CHJ-ISFA. CIKr.XC S.SI6M, E AS I L.-KIN ST CAD, 
I \R\SIAM, CL I H AM, H AMrSTT An. KF-NSING1 ON. 
1AMINGTON. M AVCAIR. NCWBLRA, ONCORD, sv. JOHN'S WOOD. 
IVANDSWOKT?!, WIMIILLDON. WJNC fiTSTCR, HONG KONG. 




mm 


COLEFORD ROAD, SW18. Freehold £289^00 

In the popular Torts!eys' and near Wandsworth Bridge, a charming Victorian cottage 
with a country atmosphere. 3 bedroom*, bathroom, 2 reception rooms, 
kitchen, loft and gaidoi. 

WANDSWORTH OFFICE: 0181 871 3033 


LETTINGS AND MANAGEMENT: 

To let your house or flat in London & Surrey; 0171-232 0100 
South of the M4 01.-30 S29S99 ♦ North of the M-i 01S65 31152- 
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THE TIMES WtEKENn. 


Saturday may 2 iws 
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The walls come tumbling down 



Qpggj ng up the kitchen into 
—HlHlgj^ nd sitting area can add 
to a home and also create 


; I 

! i 


ajnore r elaxing atmosphere, 

jtechel Kelly reports 
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A rchitects arid design¬ 
's have a new rally- 
ay: we should 

,k our houses to 
reflect the way we live. 

Out go poky kitchens sand- 
widied into back extensions 
spaas in 

which to eat. live and cook. 
RirewelJ to houses where 
there is a ratio of one bath¬ 
room to four bedrooms. In¬ 
stead. we should enjoy houses 
* ar , f ^ a -the bathroom’s 
new 1990s role as en suite 
sanctuary. 

So says Keith Atkins, a 
designer who helps run Alter¬ 
native Plans, a Battersea kitch¬ 
en and bathroom shop. 
“People are increasingly Irving 
in one space. Instead of having 
their kitchens in what was 
traditionally the scullery in 
Victorian houses, people are 
moving their kitchen to what 
was tradi tonally the reception 
room at the front, to create one 
big family area." 

Yet the mass of Victorian 
and Edwardian semis and 
cottages in our cities are still 
being used in the way they 
were 100 years ago. 

The standard arrangement 
is to keep the kitchen in the 
extension at the back, while 
leaving the two reception 
rooms as a living area, often 
knocked-through, in an ar¬ 
rangement that loses the ar¬ 
chitectural spaces and fails to 
provide a large Idtchen. 

William Gething, of buyers 
agent Property Vision, is at the 
cutting edge of what buyers 
want “Kitchens have become 
the nucleus of the home," he 
says. “They art where you eat. 
play and work. So much has 
changed in a generation. We 
crave larger spaces now. We 
don't have servants skulking 
in the basements. 

“People are increasingly 
seeking clean living space, 
helped by plenty of Storage, in 
their homes,** he says. 

Such change* is easily 
achievable. Unless your house 
is listed, and as long as you 
leave the front elevation look¬ 
ing like its neighbours, plan¬ 
ning regulations are generous. 
You can usually remodel the 


ioside of most houses without 
a planning application, and 
you can generally extend your 
living space by 10 per cent — or 
up to 50 cubic metres in a 
terrace and 70 cubic metres for 
a detached house — but check 
with the local council. 

Whether you need planning 
permission or not. you wifi 
almost certainly require Build¬ 
ing Regulation approval. 
Check before starting work. 

The buzz-words in the kitch¬ 
en business are “multi-func¬ 
tional" and “in teg ration", say 
architects Tim Boyd and Alex 
Michaelis. They have de¬ 
signed John and June 
Summerill’s kitchen: a confec¬ 
tion of glass and stainless steel 
complemented by adjacent liv¬ 
ing room, dining area and 
garden. Their clients are cook¬ 
ing enthusiasts: June 
SummeriH owns the cult cook 
shop Summerili & Bishop in 
Norting Hill Gate, West 
London. 

Mr Michaelis says the de¬ 
sign combines functionality 
with simplicity. “The kitchen 
has a very simple, dean and 
spacious feel," he says. “It 
provides a flexible cooking 
environment while maximis¬ 
ing space and light" 

J ournalist Fiona Murphy 
is among those who 
have taken the redesign 
plunge. She has devoted 
the basement of her four- 
storey west London home to 
her nanny and moved her 
kitchen into the drawing 
room. “I wanted the room with 
the best light and highest 
ceilings to be where we spent 
most time,” she says. 

Ms Murphy designed the 
kitchen herself and believes it 
is a natural living space, as 
well as a cooking area.. 

Kevin McCloud, a designer 
who presents the BBC's Home 
Front , agrees. “Houses built in 
the last century or before were 
designed for a way of life that 
was much more formal than 
today's, usually involving at 
least one domestic servant Yet 
few of us have bothered to 
change them to suit our new 
style of Kving. 



Fiona Murphy moved her kitchen into the drawing room — the room with the best h'ght and highest ceilings* and where she spent most time 


“When you think how much 
time we spend at home, and 
how much of that is spent in 
the kitchen, and how we like to 
juggle our cooking with enter¬ 
taining — it makes sense to 
devote the largest area to a 
kitchen-cum-dining room, 
with a stria in die comer and a 
television to one side.” 

Bathrooms, too, are being 
reinvented by adventurous 


homeowners. As is often die 
case, developers are taking the 
lead. 

Linda Beaney Pearce, of 
agents Beaney Pearoe which 
specialises in new schemes, 
says: “As far as the develop: 
merit market is concerned, die 
ratio of acceptability of bath¬ 
rooms to bedrooms over the 
past ten years is moving 
towards one-to-one." 


Guy Forster, from agents 
Friend & Fakke, says the 
adventurous are even putting 
baths into bedrooms. 

Some developers recom¬ 
mend remodelling a top flat in 
a standard terrace by getting 
permission to put a mansard 
on the bade roof. Instead of a 
sloping roof with an unuse- 
able loft, the roof becomes 
square at die bade, creating an 


extra room. This could become 
a double-height reception 
room, overlooking a galloned 
kitchen, for example. 

If you do nut own the 
property freehold, you will 
need to buy a licence from the 
freeholder to create the man¬ 
sard and you may have to take 
responsibility for roof mainte¬ 
nance afterwards. 

Or you can glass in the gap 


between the kitchen and the 
boundary wall to form a con¬ 
servatory-type dining room. 
Planning rules generally allow 
you to build up to two metres 
on the boundary with your 
neighbour, or from the height 
of the existing walls, and then 
at 45 degrees towards your 
own property. 

• Additional research by Ben 
Norman 


SMART 

MOVES 



Thatcher flat hunting 

Baroness Thatcher has 
been flat-hunting in Gi¬ 
braltar. She went round 
Cormorant Wharf, a Tay¬ 
lor Woodrow develop¬ 
ment of upmarket flats in 
neo-classical style. Two- 
bedroom flats are priced 
from £185.000- £235,000 
and three-bedroom from 
£285.000-£295.000. 

Robin Millar, Sade's 
record producer, is sell¬ 
ing his £750.000 Geor¬ 
gian terrace, with 
recording studio, in 
Hammersmith Grove, 
west London, through 
Marsh & Parsons. 

Joe TiIson, the artist, has 
put his Grade Il-iisted 
Georgian house, the Old 
Rectory, in Christian 
Malford. near Chippen¬ 
ham. Wilts, on the mar¬ 
ket for £800,000 with 
Strutt and Parker. 

BIB Athey, the English 
cricketer who retired last 
year, has sold his seven- 
acre Sussex farmhouse in 
Laughton, near Lewes, 
for £300.000 through 
agents Strutt & Parker. 

Tom Watkins, the pop 
star manager whose cli¬ 
entele includes East 17. is 
selling his four-storey 
house in London's little 
Venice for El-5m through 
Behr and Butchoff. The 
house has a 40ft base¬ 
ment pool but only two 
bedrooms. 

IVlargary Fish's former 
home, Lam brook Manor, 
near South Petherton. 
Somerset, is for sale 
through Michael de Pelet 
and Knight Frank for 
£580,000. Ms Fish was a 
plant expert and the 
garden is Grade l listed. 
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Y ou have only fo watch the 
opening sequence of the TV 
series The Darting Buds of 
May to see the appeal of an oast 
house. These delightful rural budd¬ 
ings, with their round or square 
towers and “dunce's cap” cowls, are 
common to Kertt and the first time I 
saw one l wanted to live in it 
A word of wanting, however 
converting an agricultural building 
is a minefield of planning regula¬ 
tions and problems. Marty oasts 
have no dampproofing or win¬ 
dows and the round rooms need 
tailor-made furniture. You have to 
be prepared to fight with die 
planners and cope with setbacks of 
the most unexpected kind- And 
while I am on the subject of 
problems. I would like to say that 
planning officials are frightful 
people — a pox on them aiL 
We started looking at oasts in 
1994 but soon realised that the 
converted variety were out of our 
price range. Instead, we looked at 
unconverted ones and discovered 
how astonishingly popular they 
were. Usually the property went to 
sealed bids, a hateful process m 
which we put in a written offer and 
waited to be turned down. 

And so we embarked on two 
years of what some people, would 
see as madness — driving around 
Kent at weekends arid after work- 
knocking on farmers’ doors and 
saying, sometimes ten times a day: 
“Excuse me, but would you like to 
sell your oast house!?"-The ones we 
saw varied enormously — the1 ^ 
was no formal design for outsland 
they are all different — but we 
really wanted a brick one tecause 
the wooden ones tended to be in a 
poor condition. 

, y May 1996 l was preparing 
to give up- when fortune 
■ A smiled. I ^ . driving 
around one summer eytsfing 
I saw a small oast with; a passion 
flower growing exuberantly uo the 

nmndd lasted the fanner^ 
wanted to sell the cast■ L’T SL 

he said “if you tan tell me wnat 

that symbol faon wwthemn^ 
IP'S* about 500 yards through 

that" he said. Wj£*** 
invited me to come tackon ndy 

“andbringyuurhusband .Wre 

a bit like that in and 

inspected the aft 

BoiTand reseteit Mg"" 8 ' ““ 

shook hands on was 

- Spitfire 

attheedgerfwjwjlj*? lhe 
ttalden went up 

Thousand Bond**WOrld War. We 
during but immed- 

loved it tm J^lfSiems with the 
iately ran into Borough 

planners at Asm in- 
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Set in die heart of rural Kent, the exterior of Spitfire Oast during the renovation work, which took a total of eight months to complete 


In the round and 
turned upside-down 

Despite the council’s planning officers, 

Mary Arnold managed to convert a 
dilapidated oast into a comfortable home 


We had applied for planning 
permission on a building we did 
not yet own and were running up a 
large bill with the architect It took 
11 nail-biting months for them to 
decide that we could live in it. A 
secretary, tired of answering our 
calls, hinted that the application 
had been in the same desk tray for 
much of that time. 

However, when we finally got the 
permission, they said we had to 
remove the Georgian-style win¬ 
dows (which were only two years 
old) and replace diem with less 
attractive ones. All this on a 
building which was not listed. 

The planning officer said the oast 
needed underpinning, the builder 
said it didn't It had, after all, stood 
there since 1820 without hinting 
that it might fall down. No, said the 
planning officer. “We need an 
expert opinion." So a surveyor was 
called, who said it did not need 
underpinning and was paid £350 
for his trouble. But the local council 
planner wanted yet another opin¬ 
ion. Second expert and yet another 


£350 later, the council planner 
finally gave in. 

We wanted a church-style front 
door with an arched top. Out of the 
question, said the planners, we had 
to have a standard front door, but 
we could change it at a later date if 
we wanted to. Madness. 

We found metal grilles which 
had been used in wartime to stop 
the planes sinking into the ground 
and derided they would be ideal as 
balcony railings. Bui a balcony was 
completely out of the question, said 
the planners. 

O ur architect said he had 
submitted plans for a 
stand-alone garage away 
from the house. We lold him we did 
not want a stand-alone garage, or 
any garage for that matter, and he 
said: “I know that, but it will give 
them something to turn down and 
distract them from other things." 
This man was a loss to tile 
diplomatic corps. 

We chose the Renaissance Foun¬ 
dation, a small building firm 



Distinctive weathervane, the 
model of a Spitfire, attached 
to the cowl of the oast house 

(much cheaper), and looked at 
examples of its work before com¬ 
mitting ourselves. I stood among 
the old machinery and bird drop¬ 
pings and was at a loss to visualise 
how it could ever become a home. 
But the builders worked like Tro¬ 
jans and every weekend the place 
looked different Recognising me as 
a ditherer, they used their own 
initiative and came up with exactly 
what we had in mind. They 
emptied the whole place, laid 
concrete floors (downstairs), re¬ 
placed the windows (hrrumph), put 


in walls, insulation and wiring and 
then covered over the lot using a 
ton of plaster. 

The ladder to the first floor was 
replaced with an oak staircase 
which we found in a field. Three 
huge sets of beams, some 16ft long, 
were put in the upstairs barn 
section which has become our 
living and dining room because the 
views are spectacular. Downstairs 
are three bedrooms, a bathroom 
and a shower room. 

Ray. the builder, was tactful but 
firm. The rougitly-plastered walls I 
had hankered after would not fit in 
with the oasrs age, but T could have 
rough plaster between the ceiling 
beams. I wanted a spare bedroom 
open to the rafters. Too expensive to 
heat, he said, and what about loft 
storage? And forget about terra¬ 
cotta walls: magnolia would be best 
to display the beams. 

W e were quoted £60,000 to 
be connected to a gas 
supply, so we settled for 
electric cooking and oil-fired cen¬ 
tral heating. Then we came to the 
difficult pan — putting a kitchen 
into a round room. Several design¬ 
ers shook their heads, but we found 
a helpful lady called Julie at MFI 
who listened to our problem, drew 
around a plate and designed the 
whole caboodle. We chose Shaker- 
style units (singles; doubles would 
not fit) and bought six beech 
breakfast bars for the work surface 
-since standard work surfaces were 
not wide enough. 

The work surface must have 
been a nightmare to fit since the 
roundel was not completely round 
but somehow Ray managed to do it. 


The difficult 
round kitchen, 
above, which 
defeated 
designers: 
right before its 
transformation; 
Mary Arnold, 
below right 
goes up the oak 
staircase to 
the living room, 
which has 
spectacular 
views 



without swearing, and very nice 
it looks, too. Because the kitchen 
was upstairs and would not take a 
riled floor, I painted h like a 
chessboard instead. 

Painting the walls was a trial 
since new plaster soaks up paint 
like mad. Then we discovered 
Paintmate, which you strap on 
your back like an urban spaceman 
and fill with Dulux Once emulsion. 
We whizzed over the whole place in 
a week. To keep costs down we 
haunted our local'auction rooms, 
buying furniture, light fittings and 
a glorious stained^glass window to 
divide the living-dining area. 

Two bedrooms and the bathroom 
still need decorating and the plan¬ 


ners are after us because we have 
not yet declared which plants we 
are going to put in the garden (can 
you believe it?}. Despite them, it is 
the nicest house I have ever lived in. 

We had our first dinner party 
there last weekend and sat around 
the table cracking jokes. (Here is a 
sample: how many planning offi¬ 
cers does it take to change a light 
bulb? Go away, we're not changing 
anything.) We ate foie gras and 
roast guinea fowl and throughout 
the meal we toasted the builders in 
claret and beer — made, of course, 
from the finest hops ever grown in 
Kent. 

• Renaissance Foundation (01622 
(#3821 or mobile 0073341509) 
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Before committing yourself to buying a Tuscan house. 


take a swig of Brunello wine, advises Andrew Yates 


One of the nine isolated farm houses which are for sale on the wine estate, Castel Giocondo in Tuscany, Italy 


ESTATE OF 
THE WEEK 


W ithin the fortified 
walls of Montal- 
cino, we were sit¬ 
ting in a bar 
surrounded by locals drinking 
grappa, comparing the thick 
Brunello red wines from vari¬ 
ous local estates. Brunello di 
Monraldno ranks among Ita¬ 
ly's finest and there are few 
better restoratives after a day's 
house hunting. 

The houses in question are 
an- hour's drive south of Siena, 
behind the town through 
wooded hills and along a 
private drive on the largest 
estate producing Brunello. In 
the distance, we could hear the 
baying of hounds on a boar 
hunt. Castel Giocondo, an 
estate with <100 acres of rolling 
vineyards and hundreds more 
of truffle-growing woodland, 
encourages the huntsmen. 

The estate is owned by the 
Fresoobaldis. one of Italy’s 
better-known aristocratic fam¬ 
ilies which boasts “700years of 
wine-making history". The 
family regularly invites the 
Prince of Wales to stay 
at their villa, designed by 
Michelangelo. Currently, they 
are selling off nine farm¬ 
houses; they are in poor condi¬ 
tion, and one or two of them 
are little more than a pile of 
stones — the sort of ruins to 
fire romantic imaginations 
and inspire visions of a 
Bertolucdan idyll. “You are 
buying a house on the Italian 
equivalent of something like 
the Badminton estate." says 
Bill Thomson, the agent 
Romantics should, however, 
take a good swig of Brunello 
before committing themselves. 
Although each of these houses 
is in a beautiful and isolated 
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The Frescobaldi family, above, wine-makers for 700 years, and die estate's chapel tight 


setting on the estate, and each 
is offered with five acres of 
land for the requisite swim¬ 
ming pool and garden, die 
costs involved in their trans¬ 
formation are enormous. 

The stone houses are little 
changed since they were built 
in the 1 8th century. Upstairs 
are the living quarters — one 
farmhouse still has the man¬ 
gle in its washroom — and 
downstairs are the cow stalls 
where huge arches, hammer- 
beamed ceilings and stone- 
slabbed floors worn smooth by 
hooves would have any interi¬ 
or designer with a rustic bent 


Maida Vale, with its garden squares, white stucco terraces and red¬ 
brick mansions, is built on land once owned by the Church 
Commissioners. A two-bedroom flat, with high ceilings and garden 
views, costs around £300,000. The most expensive homes overlook 
the Regents Park canal - an area known as Little Venice-induding 
Blomfield Road and Makta Avenue, where four-storey 
stucco - fronted houses fetch around £l.75m. 

The Wytye valley, west of SaBsbury, Wiltshire, an area of unspoilt 
countryside and pretty villages, dose to the A303 for easy access 
to London, is highly sought-after. Expect to pay £250,000 to 
£400,000 for a detached three to four- bedroom cottage with a 
quarter acre ^rden; from £500,000 fa - a farmhouse. Larger country 
houses in good condition fetch around £lm, according to Woolley 
& Wallis. 

With rising prices In the home counties, London buyers looking for 
family homes are moving to the West Country. The area around 
Newton Abbot is a popular choice. Close to the A36, under three 
hours from Paddington by fast train, you can buy a detached four 
bedroom period cottage with paddocks and orchards for £170,000; 
a manor house from £750.000. 



This double-fronted semi-detached four-bedroom 19th century 
house in Maida Vale, is available at £795,000. (Arlington Residential. 
0171-722 3322.) 



For even less (£750,000) you can buy Cortington Manor, a 
seven-bedroom Grade II listed 17th century manor house for ’ 
modernisation, in 4.4 acres, at Corton. Ih the Wytye Valley. 

(Lane Ftw. 0171 - 499 4785 or Wbolley & Wallis. 01722 424524.) 
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Spend a similar sum (£750,000) In Devon and you can become 
the proud owner of Denbury Manor, an eight-bedroom Grade II 
listed 17th century manor house in 13.75 acres of gardens, 
woodland and paddocks, near Newton Abbot 
(Knight Frank, 01392 4231111) CHERYL Taylor 


gushing with superlatives. 
The farmhouses were last 
inhabited some 40 years ago 
and, apart feom the odd visit 
from parties of boar hunters 
and grape pickers, they have 
been abandoned. 

Collapsed outbuildings, tile- 
less roofs and rotten floor¬ 
boards are commonplace. The 
mast complete building is a 
chapel attached to one of the 
largest houses. The altar re¬ 
mains rn situ, albeit with 
shotgun cartridges on the 
floor. Tranquillity and privacy 
are ensured here, although 
farmwork could disturb sies¬ 
tas during the grape harvest 
So, too, is security, for the 
estate is well patrolled by 
Frescobaldi employees. 

The prices range from 
£250,000 for a four-bedroom 
house with outbuildings, to 
£550,000 for a potential 12- 
bedroom villa. You can expect 
to pay double for the finished 
product, and John Mortimer, 
the Tuscan veteran who 
coined the epithet Chi anti¬ 
shire, suggests that experts 
should be enlisted for any 
property conversion. 

I n the land of Machiavdli 
and the Borgia Popes, 
corruption is seen as a 
necessary way erf life: "A 
rich dress designer, say, wants 
to build herself a house. The 
government planning officer 
takes a year or two to pass the 
plans. Then, as the building 
work continues, he changes 
his mind continually. Tire 
drains are put in and judged 
unsatisfactory so they have to 
be replaced. The walls are too 
high and have to be pulled 
down and rebuilt. 

The distraught dress design¬ 
er is at her wits’ end, until 
someone suggests that a bribe 
would grease the wheels. 
Money is handed over and the 
building is approved and fin¬ 
ished. When it all oomes out, 
the dress designer is thrown 
into a prison and the civil 
servant never gets 
prosecuted." 

Bill Thomson offers to over¬ 
see the conversions of these 
houses far a fixed sum, to be 
negotiated. He also organises 
holiday lets for the larger 
restored farmhouses, which 
could be rented out for up to 
£3.000 per week. One of the 
area’s biggest fans is Tony 
Blair, wbo stayed last year at 
the Paymaster General Geof¬ 
frey Robinson's £3 million 
villa, near San Gimignano. 

“There’s so much history 
and culture, the weather's 
great, and I like the wine. It’s 
fantastic. A lot of British 
people come here every year— 
in some places they are more 
numerous than the Italians," 
said Mr Blair. 

Mr Mortimer is phlegmatic 
about his compatriots. “The 
British in Chiantishire are just 
like the British everywhere”, 
he says. “Expatriates are very 
strange bur they behave well. 
The only complaint is that 
there are too many of us. and 
you can now buy cornflakes 
and marmalade in little vil¬ 
lage shops." 

One advantage of the forti¬ 
fied town of Momakdno and 
its surrounding area is that it 
is less popular with the British 
than other areas of Tuscany. 
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Brunello di Montaldno, a 
Castel Giocondo red wine 

But Tony Blair'S appreciation 
of wine will doubtless lead 
him to that cool bar. from 
which we emerged with wool¬ 
ly heads, where he too will test 
the relative merits of full- 
bodied Brunei Ids. And then 
Montalcino, like the rest oF 
Tuscany, will be swamped in a 
cornflake-munching tide of 
Cool Britannia. 



5. John Mortimer 
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Don’t forget the water supply 


MARKET COMMENT 


THE STAMPING ground of the 
English aristocracy. Tuscany Is per¬ 
haps the most expensive part of rural 
Italy. Picturesque towns and historic 
hilltop villages, dazzling art a perfect 
climate and wonderful food and wine 
— the poet Shelley's “paradise for 
exiles’* has them all, Cheryl Taylor 
writes . 

Prices are highest in the Pisa-Siena- 
Florence triangle. Cottages, in condi¬ 
tions ranging from derelict to a pile of 
Etruscan stones, fetch upwards of 
£40.000. while semi-restored farm¬ 
houses go for EI50.000 or more. With 
the poundat Hs best rale for decades. 
Britons can buy more house for (heir 
money, according to Italian property 
specialist Brian A. French & Asso¬ 
ciates. For example, a habitable five- 
bedroom stone farmhouse nestling 
amid olive terraces, near Cortona, 
south of Florence, will cost around 
£250,000. A similar house in its raw 
Stole might fetch £100.000 and cast 
another £80.000 to restore, 

A more affordable Tuscan hide¬ 
away can be found in the north of the 
region, beyond the wafied town of 



Vineyard Castello di Volpaia 

Lucca. Prices slip in the sleep hills and 
river valleys around the old spa town 
of Bagni di Lucca. Village houses cost 
from £25.000: large semi-restored 
farmhouses average £76.000. while 
derelicts sell for upwards of £18.000. 
Once restored, old Tuscan farm¬ 
houses, with swimming pools and 
views can be let for up (i> £1,000 a week 
in summer. 

Mugella a green mountainous- re-, 
gion northeast nf Florence, is littered 
with crumbling fortresses which once 
guarded the bonier of the old Floren¬ 
tine stole. Village houses and small 


BUYING IN ITALY 


WHEN buying in Italy hire a lawyer. It is common for homes to be jointly owned 
and may not be sold without everyone's consent. Your solicitor should ensure 
there are no outstanding taxes. The initial contract is a legal promise to proceed, 
and involves financial penalties for either party if they pull oul 

Gncc the transfer deed has been signed and the money paid, the notary 
registers it and the property is yours. Transfer tax. paid by the second purchaser 
on resale property. Ls !0 per cent on buildings and 17 per cent on land. Permanent 
residents pay 4 per cent. On a newiv-built home, VAT is 9 per cent of value. 
Notorial fees arc between l to 3 per cent. 

If you sell within the first fiveyears and are not a resident, you pay capital gains 
fax on any profits of I tel ween 10 and 40 per cent. An annual tax is payable on 
buddings at 0.4 per cent to 0.u per cent of value. 


collages can still be found here for 
under £60.000. Un restored farm¬ 
houses on an acre or two nf terraced 
vines and olives start at about 
£100,000. Tuscan seaside resorts are 
popular with Italians. Prices start at 
£130.000 for a two-bedroom balconied 
flat in a purpose-built seafront block, 
inland, farmhouses with sea views, 
ripe for renovation, start n( £ V S0.000; 
restored from E2UO.OOO. 

Any renovation work has- to be 
approved in advance by Ihc local 
authorities and must blend in with 
traditional architecture. A possible 


problem is water. Not all rustic Italia 
dwellings are connected to the mair 
and some are without electricity. It 
important to check that water : 
available. As a rough guide, allow 
s-uni equivalent to twice the purchas 
price to fund conversion from run 

stone ruin to modem accommodalioi 

• Cheryl Taylor is the author of Your 
Own Seennd Home in Europe l Fleet Street 
Publications Lid. f M.QS, 0I71-W-K>.%>) 

• Brian 4. French & Associates (0171- 
2S4 niNl: Knight Frank [0171-629 8171\: 
Italian lawver Giovanni Lombardo, 
Studio Legale Lnmbardo {0171-735 k*HJ. 
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Outstanding accommodation comprises: 5 reception rooms, billiard room, 
5 bedrooms and 5 bathrooms. Visit the superb Showhouse (Tel: 01932 
867 423 ) at Ashcroft Park, off Green Lane and Fairmile Lane, Cobham 
open daily 10am to 5pm. Or contact the joint selling agents, Curchods 
01372 462000 or Brown Cooper Marples (Residential) 0171 495 7111 . 

Priced at £1.35 million freehold. 
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TOTTERIDGE, 
LONDON, N20. 
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GOLDEN MILE MARBELLA 

Exclusive luxury townbouses. Final 
sales 1st phase, reservations 2nd phase. 
Directly from promoters. 
Contact Samantha 

TeL 0034 95 282 6044 Fax. 95 286 6511 
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• TURKEY • USA • COB 

• PLUS MUCH MORE 
• LEGAL ADVICE » FINANCE 
• FLIGHTS* BOOKS 
UIIRF. CHOICE TUAN ANY EVENT! 
FOR EBEE INFOKMATKIN PACK 


■ TEL: -OISl 431 7 500 FAX 01Jf.I>1S.I 7501 


NEW HOMES 


Westburyv 


in a sought alter location in Somerset, on the outskirts of 

Taunton ___ 

There are just 10 detached 

from £216/000. 

Purchase plans available* 

CaU Sandy Palfrey 
an (01278) 653610 

on racueU wki«cl 



Artori »nprr»ion a (wed Wbfwy 
5 bedroom ariadnc! hone. 

*Dakab OMolcAitan nxyiesi wfcjed to ASut, knits and asstSam. 


o ** * * **>\u 
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SURBITON - Soathborough Garde n s 
A superb development of eluant two and three bedroom 
apartments and three and four bedroom rownhouses surrounded by 
a woodland border with access via a private gated entrance. 

Easy access to the A3, M3 and London. Surbiton station, within 
one mile, provides a frequent rail service to London Waterloo in 
ap proxi m ately 20 minutes. 

Two bedroom apartments from £165,950. 

Four bedroom rownhouses from £274.950. 

Telephone 0181 390 4004- 
Shawboiue open*. 

LONG DITTON - Kingfisher* 

The magnificent showhouse is now open at Kingfishers, Long Ditton. 
Situated opposite the River Thames and adjoining Pinnacle The 
Club, this prestigious development comprises substantia] rownhouses 
with va ulted ceilings and double garage and two and three bedroom 
apartments with balconies and garaging. 

Apartments from £240,000. 

Townhouse* from £360,000. 

Telephone 0181 398 3662. 

Showfaouae now open*. 

BISLEY - Byron Place 

A development of 11 two and three bedroom homes in 2 popular 
housestyles, conveniently situated for close access to junction 3 of 
the M3. Prices from £111,000 - £149,950. 

Telephone 01483 461578. 

Sales office open Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm- 
CARSHALTON - Woodcore Park 

Woodcute Park is a superb development of Just 36 four and five 
bedroom homes in a variety of traditional elevations! designs. 

All these stunning homes benefit from high specification and a 
range of options to personalise your home, subject to stage of 
construction and some enjoy views onto open countryside. 

Excellent communications to the M25, A217 to ReigateJSutton 
and the A23. Five bedroom homes from £375,000. 

Telephone 0181 770 0916. 

Sales office open*. 

LIGHTWATER - Ambleside 

A select development of just 2 five bedroom homes set in an 
established residential area in the village of Lighrwater, with close 
access to junction 3 of the M3. 

■ Price from£319300-£322^300. 

Telephone 01276 62912- 


NORTHAW - Northaw Valley 

Secluded amount acres of woodland, with panoramic views across 
the valley and approached via a long sweeping private driveway, 
Northaw Valley is a prestigious landmark development of five 
bedroom country homes. Junction 24 of the M25 is only 3 miles 
away and Potters Bar station approximately 2 miles. 

Prices from £599,950. 

Telephone 01707 642667. Sale* office open*. 

ARKLEY - The Grange 

The last few magnificent five bedroom homes in a choice of 
elevational styles are available at this superb development 
Featuring excellent specification these homes are ideally located in 
attractive greenbelt countryside with easy access to the A1 and M25. 
Prices from £435,000. Parc exchange available to selecred plots. 
Telephone 0181 441 2492. Showhouse open*. 

CHESHUNT — Burleigh View 

Burleigh View is a superb development of just 18 luxury five 
bedroom homes in a variety of elevational treatments and designs 
with high specification. Ideally located in a mature rural setting 
with communication links via the M25 and Cuffley and Cheshunt 
mainline stations. Prices from £289,950. 

Telephone 01707 872500. Sales office open*. 

WATFORD - Langley Place 

Langley Place is an exclusive development of 22 four bedroom 
rownhouses situated within a short distance of Watford town centre. 
Co mmunic ations are excellent with easy access to junction 19 of 
the M25 and the Ml within approximately 3 miles. 

Prices from £199,950. 

Telephone 01923 222212. 


BERKSHI 


EARLEY - Woodland Grove 

Only 2 magnificent five bedroom homes remain on this superb 
development of just 4 homes, set in a mature location. Offering 2 
elevational treatments and designs, these stunning homes benefit 
from excellent specification. Easy access to the A329M and M4- 
Prices from £310,000. 

Telephone 0118 9352555. 

•All salts offices and showhouses are open daily 
from 10.00am to 6.00pm 

Prices and availability coma at rime of going to press. 





.,, from 


strongest o 



For further detail? of current and forthcoming developments, 
please call anv of our site sale? offices listed for a copy of o.ur latest bales Directory.- 


™ ft ■p'PfYPL'PTTEQ I NHVV ACTION LAUNCH ON MAY «jm 

/~Mn TTMP Rl YFI??B r KUrcK I IC 3 ■ i\ the weekend times i or 
1ST/2^ U ■ * l-IX. ft£60,000 - £150,000 | properties between-cgo.ooo-ei 50,000 
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Life grows on in their memory 


Memorial gardens often provide 
comfort and hope after the loss of 
a loved one, writes Barbara Abbs 


EXPHE5S 


W hen lives have 
been cut short fay 
accident or dis¬ 
ease. the need for 
something tangible as a 
memorial can often be intense 
and calls for something more 
than an ephemeral memorial 
service, however beautiful. 
Creating a garden which can 
be enjoyed by the living is a 
way of looking forward as well 
as of remembering the dead. 

Memorial gardens are to 
comfort the living and they 
cannot do that if they are 
shoddy and poorly main¬ 
tained. One exquisite 
memorial garden where this 
has been properly considered 
is the roof garden at the Royal 
Marsden Hospital in South 
Kensington. It was designed 
by Simon Ann Dorm as a 
memorial to her daughter 
Lucy Mclndoe, 26, who was a 
patient in 1990 and whose idea 
it was. 

“Lucy said to me "Why don't 
you build a wonderful garden 
Mum. because when I’m gone 
you'll have nothing to do’.’' 
says Ms Dorm. There was 
nowhere outside that she 
could go to talk to her family 
and friends away from the 
bustle, the distractions and the 
smooth and hygienic surfaces 
of the ward. 

Ms Dorin is a garden and 
interior designer, and it took 
several years after Lucy died 
for the seed to germinate. Two 
years ago. on what would have 
"been Lucy’s birthday. Ms 
Dorin started to think about 
the idea seriously; “1 believe 
that beautiful things are very 
healing and provide a sense of 
hope for anyone who is trying 
to get better after a tragedy." 
she says. 

She costed the project and. 
with the help of the Royal 
Marsden's League of Friends, 
launched an appeal to raise 
the necessary £25.000 to trans¬ 
form a well in the middle of 
the tall blocks of the hospital 
adjacent to the chapel roof into 
an oasis. The fund has also 
provided sufficient money for 
a maintenance contract. 

The garden, which opened 
last year, is for patients and 
their visitors only. The floor is 


paved and the plants are in 
tubs and pots supplied and 
planted at cost by Clifton 
Nurseries. The area is sur¬ 
rounded by trellis on three 
sides, to give a sense of 
enclosure, and it provides 
support for climbing plants 
and screens off the wards that 
surround it. 

In the centre there is space 
for tables shaded by large 
umbrellas, chairs and loung¬ 
ers with soft cushions in 
restful greens. "The garden 
was designed very much for 
the living; we wanted to steer 
away from the memorial as¬ 
pect." says Ms Dorin. “and 
provide tranquillity and en¬ 
couragement and a lovely 
place to be." 

The trellis is planted with 
honeysuckle, jasmine, climb' 
ing roses, clematis and vines. 
In large caisses de Versailles, 
standard lollipops of ever¬ 
green cleagnus and white 
double-flowered cherry trees 
on tall trunks are under- 
planted with trailing ivy, sea¬ 
sonal flowers and healing 
herbs. Other pots and plant¬ 
ing boxes contain neatly 
trimmed evergreens like yew 
and box. 



Simon Ann Donn in the garden sne created at the Koyai 
Marsden Hospital and. right the area before reconstruction 


I n spring, scented white 
narcissus echo the cool 
blossom of the flowering 
cherries. Later, hydran¬ 
geas, ceanothus. the roses and 
bedding plants give colour. A 
wall fountain adds the gentle 
sound of running water and 
there are two pieces of contem¬ 
porary sculpture and a carved 
slate plaque which dedicates 
the garden to 'Lucy and 
Friends'. 

All the artefacts, the contain¬ 
ers and trellis have been 
carefully chosen to be both 
beautiful and durable. The 
design was a sense of informal 
romantic within a formal 
structure which is comforting 
and eases the spirit,** says Ms 
Dorin. 

The Irish National War 
Memorial Gardens in Dublin 
were designed by Edwin 
Lutyens. Holly trees represent¬ 
ed generals and cheny trees 
the “foot soldiers”. It was a 
memorial to nearly50,000and 


the garden for some time and 
Lanning Roper became ill and 
died in 1933- After his death, a 
garden was made with dona¬ 
tions from his friends, de¬ 
signed by John Medhurst 


Trinity Hospice memorial garden at Clapham Common 


is one of his finest works. The 
gardens were in a state of 
dilapidation through the Sev¬ 
enties and Eighties and had to 
undergo restoration and re¬ 
planting. funded by the Irish 
Government and the National 
War Memorial Committee, 
which represents Northern 
Ireland as well as the 
Republic. 


Trinity Hospice on London's 
Clapham Common is a two- 
acre park-like garden in mem¬ 
ory of garden designer 
Lanning Roper, who was in¬ 
volved with the site when the 
hospice was refurbished in 
1980. The Queen Mother 
planted a purple beech there 
in 1981. Work on the buildings 
prevented any progress with 


T here is a pond, some 
fine mature trees, 
contemporary sculp¬ 
ture and many plants 
that Lanning Roper used in 
his own designs. 

Actor David Haig (D.I. 
Grim in The Thin Blue Line) 
and his wife had a stillborn 
child and have chosen to 
remember their baby not only 
by helping the charity Tom¬ 
my's Campaign, which sup¬ 
ports research into birth 
defects, but by building a 
Japanese garden in 
remembrance. 

The philosophical nature of 
a classical Japanese garden 
makes the style ideal for a 
memorial garden. 
Maintenance, while vital, 


can be done at particular times 
of the year and requires noth¬ 
ing like the activity involved in 
keeping up an English flower 
garden. The Haigs have other 
children who were looking 
forward to the arrival of the 
new baby, and the creation of 
a substantial and palpable 
memorial is a great consola¬ 
tion to them. 


• Royal Marsden Roof 
Garden: Simon Ann Dorin, 
Chichester House, URockley 
Road, London WI40DA (0171-371 
3515). Donations to Lugr5 
Fund, cio Clifton Nurseries, Little 
Venice. London W92PH. 


• Tommy's Campaign is one 
of the charities benefiting from 
f he Royal Horticultural 
Society! Chelsea Flamer Shorn 
Gala Preview, I Kennington 
Road. London SEI7RR. 


• Trinity Hospice Garden, 30 
Clapham Common North Side. 
SW4. is open on April 25-26. 
June 6-7. July25-26 and 
September 5-6 under the 
National Gardens Scheme. 



■ Sow seeds of sweetcom this month in 3in pots at I7C 
(60F) for planting out next month. Try the early varieties 
•Candle’and ‘Sweet Nugget*. Begin to harden off 
home-raised outdoor tomatoes in a cold frame. 


|i May is the month for sowing most vegetables 
outdoors — French and runner beans, beetroot broccoli 
cabbages, cauliflower, carrots, kale, leeks. lettuce, 
spring onions, parsnips, spinach and turnips. Stagger the 
sowings so that they crop over a longer period. 

■ Make sure that wail-trained fruit trees, especially 
stone fruits, have had plenty of water if the weather heats 
up. This applies especially to trees under glass. Pinch 
the blossoms out of newly planted fruit trees to focus their 
energies on making new wood which will make the 
structure for future years. 


■ Plant summer hanging baskets under glass, 
incorporating water-retaining get into the compost to 
make watering easier. Leave enough space in the 
basket to water generously. Harden them off by hanging 
them outdoors on warm, still days. Hang out 
permanently next month, or put them out now but lift 
them in if frost threatens. 


■ Transplant ferns just as the crowns flex their backs 
and show signs of expanding. Put a handful of slow- 
release fertiliser such as bonemeal in the bottom of the 
hole, and mulch the crown, with old fibrous compost 


■ On days which are still, mild, rainy and du!L 
houseplants may be stood outside to have dust washed 
off. But bring them in again before the sun shines on 
the wet leaves and bums marks on to them. Also watch 
that softer houseplants unused to wind and weather 
are not bent over and sprained by the weight of water. 


■ Prune bush peaches, taking out dead wood and 
crossing branches, and encouraging an open centre. 


■ Sow pumpkins under glass in individual 3in pots at 
65c (22F). Harden off in due course and plant out next 
month in richly manured land. Make a metre ring of 
compost around the plant so you can water generously 
into the cavity. The jade-skinned winter squash 
‘Crown Prince* is excellent for flavour. Choose varieties 
with naked, husk-less seeds like Triple Treat* and 
‘Baby Beari if you want to eat the seeds. 


■ Ornamental grasses and bamboos should be 
divided or transplanted now, as growth commences. 
Large, tough bamboos such as the South American 
Chusquea couleou mil need a sharp spade and brute 
force. Smaller, running varieties like Pleioblastus 
auricoma and variegata can be cut to the ground to 
produce a fresh crop of stripy foliage. 


■ Sow seeds in nursery rows of biennials (sweet 
williams, canterbury bells and wallflowers!, to be grown 
on through the summer and transferred to flowering 
position in autumn. In woodland gardens, seed of honesty 
and foxgloves scattered now will flower next year. 


■ After flowering, reduce tangled growth on Clematis 
montana in positions where it cannot be allowed free 
rein. (The growth made this summer mil flower next 
spring.) If space is tight prune every year. If not do it 
every few years. Clematis montana can be left 
unpruned indefinitely, but one day there will be an 
unholy great tangle to deal with. I 
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Allen Power Equipment Ltd.The Broadway, Didcot. Oxon OXI I SES For Sales & Service Tel: (01235) 515400 Fax: (01235) 515401 


AN ASHDOWN CLEARANCE OFFER FOR MAY 


A QUALITY ROSE ARCH 


Now only 

£ 19.95 



+£2.95 

P&P 


You won’t find a more rewarding or more 
affordable way to transform the appearance of your 
garden with cascades of glorious summer colour. 

Imagine the possibilities. Use your arch to form 
romantic and fragrant entrances from one part of your 
garden to another. As a focal point over a path, 
framing a gateway or even asa charming floral porch 
over a door. A series of arches draped with clematis 
or honeysuckle creates the graceful pergola effect so 
evocative of the English country garden. 


Our special offer arch is based on a traditional 
design and is the natural and improved successor to 
(he classic structures of the Victorian era. 

Constructed from strong steel lube, finished with a 
maintenance-free hlack nylon coating with moulded 
joints and horizontals. Supplied ready for easy self- 
assembly your arch will provide enduring pleasure for 

many years to come. Bur we do _ 

advise you to place your order now. Normal despatch within S days but allow 28 days for delivery 

ASHDOWN SPECIAL OFFERS 

tisemem who respond before the SSSSSSSSISKiSSJ-.,, ^SST-tS^SS, 80* 
offer closes on May 15th 19Q8. 


MAINTENANCE FREE FINISH 
NO PAINTING EVER! 


ORDER NOW - OFFER ENDS MAY 15TH 



I Bease sand me_ rat erf ROSE ARCHES at £19.95 * £2.95 PSP. each 

I Send cheque io AshdownSpeoal Offers. EasrGTOBod. Sussex RH192HP. 

* Of eftarge MasieiCaid □ vfeaO Swf.ch □ 7tna>£ 


mi -Li Li 11 -i_i.J_Ll.Li J Jin rrm 


Name. 


Address. 


-Exp res l_L 1..1.4 

. Sv.rfch Issue No. I-I 


.Tel:. 


Voir money back ifnat delighted- return I PQ5tC0de .. . —- -- 

mused within Ht&vs I 


RegaaadJiSnjaro 1082230 
VATtMraerJICSKKH- 


MASTERCARD /VISA/SW1TCH S' 01342 310050 (24hrs) FAX; 01342 310099. 



HOMES & GARDENS 


ATTENTION TO ALL 
OARDENERS 

OVER 120 PRODUCTS 
TO CHOOSE FROM 
GET YOUR FREE 
COLOUR BROCHURE 
NOW! 

ALPHA PRODUCTS - 4 VICTORIA RO, 
1ST) DONCASTER DN4 0LZ 



Lamp Potts 
Planting Features 
Biacfctts/Um* 
Bootscropara 
Banchoa/Pumpt 


FREEPHONE: 0800 783 4611 


WNthwww 

Rjrnftura 

* much mare 


NETS! ms/ 


ALUMINIUM FRUfT CAGES l|p®5 

Gs:cenS Pend Ne“inq • Runr-er 


Sean Sapoors • Cr'cKs!. Go * S iillt.jj 1 «j> 

Tern's Nets • Groarc Cover a Posce c 


KNOWLE NETS III! Essl M EWpOftta!.[ 
Te 1 01308 424342 


BLOOMSo/ Bressingham 



Summer Perennial Collection 

15 plants for just £12.95 

Create a truly beautiful display in your garden with 
our Summer Perennial Collection, which flowers 
in the first year! 

Our carefully chosen 
collection has plants 
to provide ground 
cover and others to 
give height. 

Our collection com¬ 
prises 15 plants, one 
each of the following 
varieties: 

Achillea Cerise Queen - dark cherry red flown, grows to 60cm in height; 
Ca mpanu la eorpatitu Clips - masses of blue or white flowers on a compact plant, 
grows to 20cm in heigbq Centnmtfms ruber - vivid red flowers, grows to 80cm in 
height; Coreopsis Sunny - golden yellow double flowers, grows to 50cm; 
Defpfnrawm Magic fountain - mixed colours, dwnf variety growing to 90cm in 
height; Erigaon kanmkiamu Profusion - ground covering; white medium 
daisy-like flowers with a tinge of pink; GmUanKa Goblin - yellow-ripped, red 
flowers, dwarf variety growing to 35cm in height; Ncpctajaassenii - better known 
as cat mint, bvender/blue spikes on top of bushy grey/green leaves, grows to 
30cm; Physalis Jhmc he lu - also known as Chinese Lantern, large orange fruits, 
grows to 90cm; Salvia Superba Blue Queen - deep blue in colour, grows do 40cm; 
Silene maritime White BeOs - while flowers, grows to 20cm in height; Lupin 
Gallery Series - spikes of mixed colours, dwarf variety reaching 50cm in height; 
PoUnumium Blue Whxri - diincy blue flowers, grows to 35cm in height; Agastadtc 
Liquorice Blue - Hue flowers, grows w 70cm in heighq Chrysanthemum 
Snowlady - white flowers, grows to 25cra in height- Flowering rimes range from 
June through to September for a colourful summer season display. Our Summer 
ftrennial Collection is amazing value, at jus £12.95, including delivery The pin* 
be dispatched » 6cm poo. ready to pbnt might wo your jpnfcn. taflowmg our harncuhiml 
BwaruaiaM and bonier plan provided. Despatch w9 be Sw late June orrwank. O&t utptt n 


GUARANTEE 


v« maenne <xr oormrstment lo service. 
quaByond variety by offerfrrg twelve 
months ajaarrtee cm d ax bbnts 
Pfce includes ctefc/tvy. 

\bu oan raXm vwtvn Id days tor a M 
refund or replacement t nor 

seated 


BLOOMS uf Bressingham 


comptetel^ 

;ham w 


ESS 01245 326004 


\7A hour credit card order service 1 


Simmer PorennW Offer, Blooms of 
Brossinohcrn, Mai Order. Admofl 965 
(Brossingharn), Dtas, Norfolt IP22 
2BR. Wte derfverio cd adfresses ri Ihe UK. 
he. N iretend and iha Chcmei Mends. 

2S22EX2SS5SL. PwrffSrel 80S 


Please send me:, 


| Name., 


. Summer Perennial Codectton(s) of 15 plants for Just 

£12.95. including deflvery. 


j Address:, 


Postcode:, 


■ I endcsecnsssedchaque/lxM cxder (address on txcfo for £_made 

\ paicbteteSoomsaf BrarinShoTtCTdetDltmyMcoierajdA^saccicibyE _ 

I Card No: |" | || M I |T I I I 1 MT1 **** Dat3: [J ]JJ 


I Orders to: SUMMER PERENNIAL OFFER, BLOOMS OF BRESSINGHAM. Mall 
I P r der.AdrooB 965 (BresSrwham), Diss. Norfafc. IP22 2BR. 

I ?^ y <Bf ** y " 8 r <"'Mci«OMyuawgiBrDW»niaoiw. n.wuaB>«ifhwiia^t v >« M« a^»ui 1 9At c 
•oncoeeoUianwMiitDWtaMilM Motunn I Z4Q 

^P^^eHQ»»»^lteQa.lMriiiwawiinruwa.CTwn«» a lu«« CMMA WoNB WMIM [ TISP2 


ARD WATER 

The scientific solution 



We believe Krystal is the only 
water softener worth fitting. 

I Advanced compute* technology with 
automatic 24-hour, 365-day programme 
I Compact size means installation is never a 
problem - even in dje smallest spaces 
I Universal performance - Krystal is 
exceeding expectations where others fail 


fit Krystal yourseif- 
NO plumbing, 

NO maintenance, 

NO chemicals and less 
than £2 a year to run. 


SSfOss^ss- 

’ aer fro" wHyS Kl>aa »**■1 

SEES? 


f you soft 


NO-RISK HOME TRIAL - we give you 90 DAYS 
to try Krystal IN YOUR OWN HOME 





5> i Lines open 24 /jours, 7 days 


800 590050 


For your 
free 

brochure 


CtartmLM, 47-4S SL HaOBertorrf, Berta B617 ME M 01488 5B7BW Fscft14UBffi411 
TTMDE MU OVBtSEAS BtQUDflES WELCOMED . 


Succulent fiSPfiRfiGCJS 
at unbeatable value 


A very expensive vegetable to purchase, here is your chance to grow your 
own asparagus at a fraction of the normal cost. Tradition ally asparagus has 
been 'raised from seed. This results in variable production because no two 
plants are alike. Now. thanks to modem technology ‘in vitro' cloning, you can buy 
‘aB mate* F.l. hybrids. This results In each plant performing identically. F.1 hybrids 
require less space and fewer plants to get a worthwhile crop. Twenty plants should 
produce an average 16kg (351b) crop every year - sufficient fresh asparagus for 
the average family and ample surplus for the freezer every year for the next 15 
years. Space plants 38cm (I5in) apart m rows im (3ft) apart 


•Mule, -p.t. ‘&cfg>ud 


BEATRIX - This new early Dutch variety produces heavy yields of succulent green 
spears just one year after planting. 

The subtlety of its excellent sweet 
flavour has made it the top choice of 
chefs throughout Europe. 


Price: 20 crowns for £16.95. 40 for £26.65, 
(Prices inc. p&p). 


Orders will be despatched within 14 days. 
Offer doses 17th May 1998 




ORDER PHONE 

73 (01235) 830181 

K&MuieM PtoratfquoHKTTTBA 
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Summer snapes 
are a snip away 


J^iaryworks 

as well in iw 
as in jj oxnr 

J^_Stephen 

^jderton says 


Y ou might say irs hard 

to beat box an «j yew 
tor ropiary and clip- 

hinH rt, pin §‘ But not far be¬ 
hind them m the league of 

versatility comes iw. It "am be 
clip^d perfectly and. given a 
wood or rnetaj framed, it 

^ Perfectly good free¬ 
standing shapes. 

Ivy's foliage i$ much more 
glossy than box or yew Its 
drawback is that this larger- 
leaved plant is better pruned 
with secateurs, so you are not 
left with chopped leaves after 
each clipping and through the 
winter. But for structures of a 
modest size, ivy makes a 
refreshing change. 

At Bourton House. Bourton- 
on-the-Hill, in the Cotswulds 
last year 1 saw two formal 
stone benches, each with a 
bolster of clipped box on either 
side. Above and behind each 
seat was a lattice arbour, 
painstakingly picked out in 
clipped ivy. Such a fretwork 
would have been almost im¬ 
possible in box,-but in ivy it 
was relatively easy to achieve. 

At the daily, at Waddesden 
House. Buckinghamshire, two 
la rge panels of clipped ivy in a 
diagonal pattern were brought 
in from Italy a few years ago. 
They are made of a vigorous 
cultivar which needs cutting 
every six weeks ;in summer, 
but. given that care, they look 
outrageously smart. 

The Victorians used ivy to 
make low' hedges in formal 
gardens. At English Heri¬ 
tage's Brodswqrth jHall, near 
Doncaster. I edged some beds 
in the formal flower garden 
with ivy. Plants were set in 
about a foot apart] under an 
8 in-high tunnel of chicken 
wire. After a couple of years of 
pinching out leaders and 
weaving in stems, the hedges 
made solid evergreen rolls. 



Lattice arbour made from clipped ivy at Bourton House 


At Preen Manor, in Shrop¬ 
shire. a stylish modern garden 
opened under the National 
Gardens Scheme. Ann Trevor 
Jones has made a low circular 
hedge of ivy. supported by twu 
parallel circles of heavy 
galvanised wire run between 
short wooden posts. The vari¬ 
ety ivalace’ was us.ed here, 
which has mid-green, rather 
attractively crinkled leaves. 

In a garden in Gloucester¬ 
shire recently I saw a wire 
arch 7ft tall and 2ft deep 
covered in ivy. It had grown 
up and made a dense feature 
in less than ten years, but it 
had lurched over sideways 


because the frame was not 
strong enough ro bear the 
weight of the ivy. Even so, ivy 
is a cheap and attractive 
material with which to make a 
shady tunnel in a garden, as 
long as yuu spend enough on 
making the structure strong. 

When an ivy is old enough, 
the rrunk becomes part of its 
attraction, and on topiarised 
specimens the trunk can be 
cleaned of foliage to make it 
more conspicuous. Siskin 
Plants in Suffolk sells kits 
containing pot compost, plant 
and wire hoops for making 
topiary ivy balls. It reckons a 
9irt globe on clean 9in stems 



Topiary binds at Cherries Manor. Buckinghamshire 


can be achieved in 12-18 
months, training the ivy 
around two intersecting hoops 
on a stick, and then allowing 
the sideshoots to fill in the 
segments of space. But if the 
trunk is to be a formal feature 
in itself, why not train it as a 
spiral from the start, or plait 
three stems together as they 
rise, or loop them round a 
spherical pebble half-way up? 

Siskin Plants uses the vari¬ 
ety ‘Green Feather’ for its 
topiary balls. Nurseryman 
Chris Wheeler says it is fast, 
but not too fast growing, has 
leaves of a tidy size and is 
generous enough with its 
sideshoots to fill out the shape 
efficiently. He also uses 
'Ivalace' but finds its stems not 
quite so flexible. Varieties 
which throw sideshoots only 
reluctantly make poor topiary, 
as do those which produce 
outsize foliage. 

At Herterton House in 
Cambo. Northumberland, 
Frank and Marjorie Lawley 
have made a garden which 
combines supremely well 
modem hard-working plant¬ 
ing with the traditional 
dipped bones of a cottage 
garden. Their front garden, 
facing on to (he quiet lane 
down which Lancelot ’‘Capab¬ 
ility*' Brown walked to school, 
contains many curving yew 
topiary pieces. 

'‘Capability" would have 
hated their topiaiy. for its 17th- 
century. formalist tendencies. 
Tough cheese. Lancelot — 
people enjoy topiary. 


FACT FILE 


■ Topiary ball kits are 
available from Siskin 
Plants. Davey Lane. 
CharsflddL Wood bridge, 
Suffolk 1PI37QG at £12 
each or £18 for two inc pAp 
{01473 737567). 

■ Brodsworth HalL 
near Doncaster, is open 
April l-Nov I except 
Mondays. noon-6pm 
(01302 722598). 

■ Other gardens 
mentioned are open under 
the National Gardens 
Scheme and listed in its 
annual Yellow Book. 


... 


A Gibberd Garden sculpture 

■ Copt Howe 
Chapel Stile, Great 
Langdale. Cumbria (01539 
437685). Three miles west 
o/Amblesidc. £2. The garden, 
which opens this weekend 
for the National Gardens 
Scheme, is open on certain 
days and there is a recorded 
message, on the number 

a bow, saving which ones. 
Professor Bob Haszeldine col¬ 
lects plants from all over the 
world whenever bad weather 
keeps him from his main 
hobby — mountaineering 
from Chile to Japan to Nepal. 
The plants arc brought back to 
this two-acre, south-facing, 
sharply sloping site overlook¬ 
ing Langdale Pikes. Camel¬ 
lias, rhododendrons, azaleas, 
a!pines, dwarf conifers and 
meconopsis are specialities, 
and the blue Himalayan pop¬ 
py is one of the plants on sale 
at most openings. 

A couple of streams twist 
though the garden and Prof 
Haszeldine is making another 
around which he will plant a 
Himalayan glade. He has 
chosen plants so that there is 
"something good to see” on 
every day of the year. 

■ Tintinhnll 

Tintinhull village, Yeovil. 
Somerset. Five miles NWof 
Yeovil (01935822545). 

Open daily until Sept 30 
except Mon and Tues from 
l2-6pm. It will open this bank 
holiday Monday. 13.70 or 
free for members of the 
National Trust. 

Tintinhull has launched many 
magazine covers and been the 
inspiration for much of this 
century's garden design. Until 
recently it was run by the 
author and designer Penelope 
Hobhouse. The garden was 
made famous, originally, by 
Phyllis Reiss in the 1930s. 
Paths lead away from the 17th- 
century house through a series 
of garden rooms, some of 
them tiny, and each with its 
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Professor Bob Haszeldine collects plants from all over the world for Copt Howe 

Around the world 
in just one garden 


GARDENS TO VISIT 



Waterlilies in the pond at Tintinhull House in Somerset 


own carefully managed colour 
scheme. Clipped domes of box 
and higher yew hedges form 
each of the rooms, one of 
which centres on a circular lily 
pond. A rectangular lily pond 
reflects the front of an enticing 
loggia and. at the end furthest 
from the house, a kitchen 
garden of meticulous tidiness 
is a reminder that potagers are 
not the only decorative form of 
productive garden. The gar¬ 
den is one acre but feels bigger 


thanks to clever design aided 
by the sloping site. 

■ The Gibberd Gardes 
Marsh Lane. Gilden Way, 
Harlow (01279 442112). Three 
miles from Harlow town 
centre. This garden isopen 
only on Sundays 2pm-6pm 
until Sept 2S. £ 3. 

This garden will only be open 
tomorrow, not Monday, so 
plan your bank holiday week¬ 
end around a visit. The nine 


acres are laid out to give 
plenty of surprises. There are 
secret rooms or allees focused 
on the 80-odd sculptures and 
artefacts collected by the late 
Sir Frederick Gibberd. 

And an atmosphere of ro¬ 
mance has been conjured up 
by ponds, a waterfall, chan¬ 
nels and a stream, and a tree 
house, moated castle, maze 
and gazebo. 

One of the more eccentric 
thematic decorations is a se¬ 
ries of clear and dark-green 
glass bottles, about half a 
metre high, which punctuate 
the landscape. But the best 
news is that a third of the 
garden was flooded last 
month, as it used to be before 
the last few years of dry 
weather played havoc with the 
marsh. This means that the 
marshy areas should be on top 
form with a mass of yellow 
American skunk cabbages, 
Lysichiton americanus in 
bloom. The bamboos should 
be looking good and the first of 
the day lilies may be oul 

Jane Owen 


DIRECT FROM 
thefactorv 





il 


'tHUGE selection always in stock 


Sea for youisatf our huge selection ot quality Wrought 
Iron Gates - taH ones, low ones, singles ana and 
doubles alt constructed to die highest standards. 


Over 580,000 



ffepll 


I' 1 




i LUi 


32 PAGE COLOUR CATALOGUE 
OVER 200 DESIGNS CHOOSE FROM 


Superb Seasoned Timber Gates 

Huge selection 
available In 
singles and 
pairs made by 
craftsmen m 
prime Umber. 
Available In a 
selection of 
sizes lo grace 
die homes crt 
discerning 
house holdere. 





miTOUR 

MCimSHOP 

iDISftJVf 




24 HOUR CATALOGUE PHONEME 


* I'J 



'MlllUldlP CANNOCK GATES LTD. (Dept TT1998). 

HAWKS GREEN, CANNOCK. STAFFS WS11 2XT- 


SIAHDiRQ SIZES 
DELIVERED IN 

7 DAYS 


^Ign&mnes 






m* 

rM-Zr- 


NEW 
,, 1998 

63 CATALOGUE 

SJSS’S" I 

fesssr 

products andideas^ 



m 









■V'T-vV-'fc. : • 


^ Bn tain's 

-Si ^ 


TV 


/ 


' T 











--<v- 






"'' 1 c - ; ' u ‘''j r tTactors hom 

—-13HP to 20HP 


The Countax is designed for the British garden and to meet our high expectations of 
performance and quality of finish. A fine lawnmower AND a tough rougheutter, It will quietly and smoothly 
trim a fine lawn and then go on to tame the roughest paddock! 

Choose a Countax with the IBS (Interactive Blade System) cutter if you want all weather 
performance and an immaculate striped finish. It works with the unbeatable v* 

Countax powered grass collector, which picks up completely, even — 
in the wet and NEVER clogs! 

Choose the Coontax mulefling cutter system if you want collection 
free cutting and a greener lawn in times of drought - it finely chops 't 

and recycles cuttings, returning them to the turf. The new Countax Send far 

mulcher outperforms all rivals and beats their prices. T 7998bnebein - smjtnsdds 

With Courrtax you can have either, or BOTH! __ 


| Sand ID Couttax, FREH’OSL Brea rtasttey, Own 0X44 7BH 


POWERED BY 


•*£*1 






WATSON FLOORMATS 
TEL/FAX 01924 499778 
Imnerife Mil lW*nfidd Rod. Buyrfml MWidU. Wcfl Yotohae. Wfl-i «DQ 


COMPOST BINS 

YOU COULD FAY FOR 3 NS OFTHIS CAFACiTY^^ 

3332 




£17.50 


K 


SEPTIC* 

LIQUID MO FLO IB a 

Bacterial product that 
afrnineaas odours and 
reduces emptyings. For 


sand SAE to Rexford 
Brook. (Dept J) 
FREEPOST. Hampshire, 


OBOO -tOO 171 (24hn] 



* STUDIOS 

* SUMMERHOUSES 

* WORKROOMS 

* GARAGES 

* STABLING 
ffhfyd ftB hkh bBdtl 

5HDWSm.SO.mM ROAD, 
LONG rTOTNCTTON, >5 RDGKY 
WARWICKSHIRE CV23 SQL 

TEL: 01926 815757 
FAX: 01926 815162 



L:Js 5 


John Deere Refines It. ! For a brochure and your coupon 

i u n „„„ tt.. ./ ! foraRTEEJotmltareSoil 

Mew John Deere Mulching Mowers ; -festerntpastter 

The new John Deere mulching mowers cut up to one third j msp0ST ^ D®*® Lw - 
off your mowing time, thus youH find hard worir disappears | 

^ as quickly as your grass. | ^ 4 . 9 &Z 

NkJffiL See your John Deere dealer today. ! *"* '/^ST 


Noth inc Rins Like A Deere fff 


The best umbrbiA 
UfTOERTffiSUN 






^ FREE 

0500 

279927 


JUST 

YOUR GARAGE 
DOORS OPEN 



0 



POWERED BY 


SGMFY 


MOTORS 


ima^w the convenianca 
and security of being able • * ta ^ e from * nu 9b* 

- inuuilHnance- free aluaunmin. 

10 open your garage aoors 

... . ■ . , . • Durable H av e ma n eh d 

without having 1o get out 

. fincHi* 

0 your car. • In a range of colours. 

Guanfian's roller shutter 9Aa ^ UK j dn9t 

goraga doors ore fuRy * wter oode fer a perfect fit 

automatic and ore operated * pofly imialed by 
by a remote, bond hdd Guonfiaitfi own craftsman, 

controller. _ • ffigh Security. 

FOR A FREE BROCHURE RING 

01484 461010 ™ 581 S 


FREEPOST • SEND TODAY • NO STAMP REQUIRE! 


Post to; GUARDIAN GARAGE DOORS 
FREEPOST, HF3 118, HUDDRSFiaD, 


J THffHONE 

I ADDRESS. 


33 



Hour BrccSure Orderttne 

•Zf 01753 660856 
F.tx- 01753 620223 


POSTCODE. 


TOUR PftOPEXTY PROTECTOR ‘ 


l. 

































































































































































.. - 1 


gardening 


THE TIMES WEEKEND • SATURDAY MAY 21998 


Woz going 
on ’ere 
then, chef? 


Not content with 


just cooking the 


ingredients, this 


top restaurateur 


grows his own, 


writes Jane Owen 


A nthony Worrell Thomp¬ 
son seems like a character 
out of Blott on the Land¬ 
scape as he strides around 
his vegetable plot The telly chef, 
who owns Woz, the fashionable 
restaurant in Notting Hill Gate, 
London, has displeased the au¬ 
thorities by creating a vegetable 
garden, a rustic-style chicken run 
and pigsty in an area of outstand¬ 
ing natural beauty. 

“The planning people came and 
said we were out of order because 
the vegetables were for my domes¬ 
tic use bur 1 was growing them on 
agricultural land," he says. How 
one man. however fond of food, a 
slim wife and two children under 
five are supposed to consume one 
acre of tightly planted vegetable 
garden is not easy to imagine. 

Mr Worrali Thompson is plan¬ 
ning his revenge. “They are saying 
i must take down the pigsty and 
chicken coop, and if they insist I'll 
just let all the livestock loose and 
see what happens." he says. 

His Thames-side home is where 
he spent many of his formative 
years exercising his great fingers 
under the tutelage of his grand¬ 
mother’s gardener, while his moth¬ 
er. the actress Joanna Duncan, was 
working. Over the past two or three 
years Mr Worrell Thompson and 
his gardener. Jim Lam bar, have 
created a series of wood-edged 
rectangular beds. 
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The chefs office and Library A far cry from the pristine quarters of his restaurant kitchen: Anthony Worrali Thompson gets down to the nitty-gritty in his Thames-side home's vegetable garden 


ME AND MY GARDEN ANTHONY WORRALLTHOMPSON 


T he choice of fruit and 
vegetables is guided by 
rarity or price. For in¬ 
stance. one dish favoured 
by Mr Worrell Thompson, involv¬ 
ing broad beans cooked in their 
pods, was impossible to make 
because nobody could supply 
beans that were small enough or 
fresh enough. Raspberries are easy 
to find in season but can cost £3 a 
punnet, so last year he grew them 
in such quantity he kept the 
restaurant in raspberries for a 
month. Chives, rocket, asparagus, 
sea kale, salad bumet, Jerusalem 
artichokes and pak choi are all 
expensive. So he grows them. too. 

“Pink Fir Apple potatoes go for £1 
a pound but I find they crop well. 
Golden Wonder potatoes are good 
too. Rocket grows like a weed. J*ve 
only recently realised it will go 
through the winter or I would have 
planted more." says Mr Worrali 
Thompson, who claims to be an 
amateur gardener who can never 
remember plant names. "Or any 
names, come to that, which is bad 
for a restaurateur." 


Chilli, which Mr Worrali 
Thompson rales as the cult ingredi¬ 
ent of the moment, is a spice he 
grows. “The British used- to think 
chilli was chilli whether it blew 
your head off or not. and only now 
have the supermarkets started to 
grade the stuff. Finally we are 
learning about food. I've grown 
some Scotch Bonnet. On the heat 
scale they are ten out of ten." 

There are the more mundane 
vegetables, too. A sack of winter- 
green was sitting on the side of the 
garden waiting to be taken up Id die 
restaurant when I visited. 

Organicness is informal. No 
pesticides or fungicides are used 
and, instead, Mr Worrali Thomp¬ 
son depends heavily on choosing 
disease and pest-resistant varieties, 
and on companion, planting. But 
Mr Worrali Thompson is not 
bothering to apply for Soil Associ¬ 
ation approval. 


Til just let all the 
livestock loose and 
see what happens’ 


His customers sometimes know 
when they are eating organic, 
home-grown produce, sometimes 
not The next project is to plant 
about 100 fruit trees around the 
threatened pigsty. 

On the other side of the Worrali 
Thompsons' gaudy green, pink and 
yellow house is the pleasure garden 
which leads from a York stone 
terrace across a lawn to the river 
and a boathouse which serves as 
the chef s library and offioe. A visit 
to the Prince of Wales at Highgrove 
inspired a hornbeam walk, 
branches interlocking overhead. 


with an arbour backed by a 
semicircle of yew in the centre. 
Borders around the edge of the 
garden are planted with shrubs, 
ferns and hellebores and five acers. 

At the centre of the lawn, beside a 
sunken stone terrace, is an oak in 
memory of his mother and. to 
screen the garden from pleasure 
boats, a rustic trellis draped with 
honeysuckle and roses. 

The trees all have uplighters 
which helps make this a garden for 
entertaining. It is also one that his 
wife. Jay, and two-and-a-half-year- 
old son, Toby-Jack, help with. 
Eight-month-old Bfilie-Lara is not 
yet big enough. In his grandmoth¬ 
er’s day it was a labour-intensive 
cottage garden with beds right up 
to the house. “I’m more interested 
in the vegetable garden, although I 
did completely redesign all this to 
make it less labour intensive." 

Vegetables are such a passion 


that Mr Worrali Thompson is 
toying with the idea of a vegetarian 
restaurant... for meat eaters. “It’s 
like when a vegetarian invites you 
home they never cater for meat 
eaters. I think its time for a 
vegetarian restaurant which 
doesn't look as if you have to wear 
sandals to eat in it" 

And he reckons that the next food 
scare will be on genetic engineering 
and pesticides — and that should 
make the prospect of an organic 
vegetarian restaurant all the more 
alluring. Which may be why Mr 
Worrali Thompson wants to extend 
his vegetable empire by erecting a 
poMunnel. It will make his pigsty 
Iodic positively picturesque ana 
should guarantee war with die 
planners. But at least we will be 
able to have our organic vegetarian 
cake and eat it 


• The ABC of AWT, Mr Worrali 
Thompson’s latest book, will 
be published in October by 
Hodder Headline. 
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A scenic view of Shiplake, Anthony Worrali Thompson’s home 



—---- - - •• ---— — - 1 

Know your own boundaries 

rwido DcmiAkni t 


Early Arran Pilot potatoes are ready for planting 


EXCLUSIVE OFEER 


THE TIMES 


§! * Ml £| f ilM 




T imes readers are offered the chance 
to buy these solid pine planters, 
which will sit comfortably on your patio 
or in your garden; they are also ideal 
indoors and in conservatories. 

They are available in a pre-sanded 
natural (untreated) pine ready for you to 
paint yourself, or in a choice of two 
stains, green or brown. Sizes: small 
35x35x35cm, medium 42x45x40cm, and 
large 30xS0x40cm. Planters are delivered 
flat-packed and are easy to assemble. 


IIV4 j 


_~ ' _ 




ORDER Une 
°t 90 134459 

24 hours 


THE 77MES/PLANTER OFFER 


Mr/MiVMs/Mbs_____ 

ncwunitd 

Address_______ 

-—----Postcode__ 

I endow a chequa/PO(sl made payable fix 
The TJmoV^antor FT737 

Value-Card No-_.__ 

Please write name and address on bach o( all cheques 


iigai PEsa i 

i HEES3 1 


__ Or dobtt mjr M33terCard/Visa card no. 



Signature .... ..Date_ I 

Send coupon and nantance er Th» Tim** / Plantar Offer I 
FTT37POBt»345, raimoulh,TR1 J JYX J 

Delivery wdftlri 38 days hem receipt at order. H dssabsfiod, jj 
please return return goads wttan seven days ol receipt far a Ml t 
to dams h* loss in tflbrtfgan be made after 60 iiays. I 
Otter is subject to sBcslabAtjr ! 

Phjo»tk*bd»<ioudon«wchiqKC«nveluitrier n ■ 


Hoocdlfckbd*#iioudono!nchiqKC«nveluitrier ri I 
| PncctKixk&pjstageartJpxkyiff. TOTAL COST I I dctli5 tram Tne Terrascr corriparscsapproved by us LI [ 


CHANGING TIM 


Don’t tackle the 
hedges, says 
Louisa Reid, 
until you have a 
grip on the law 


P rivacy is probably the 
main reason for build¬ 
ing garden boundaries. 
But to build or alter a bound- 
aty — to protect our privacy or 
for any other reason — needs 
up-to-date knowledge of the 
laws of the land. Some of these 
are bylaws and some are Acts 
of Parliament. According to 
the Itormitied Development 
leaflet provided by Somerset, 
planning permission is needed 
if the fence, wall or gate would 
be next to a road and more 
than one metre high or more 
than two metres high 
elsewhere. 

Most gardens have one 
boundary on to a public road. 
“Regarding land adjoining a 
Highway,” the leaflet states, 
“in common law. there was no 
duty to Fence a boundary with 
a highway.” 

In Fact, from the reign of 
Edward l to that of George III. 
it was forbidden to maintain a 
dyke, tree or bush within 200ft 
of a highway as a protection 
against highwaymen. 

The Highways Act 19S0 now 
imposes an obligation upon 
the owner of land adjoining a 
street (which includes a high¬ 
way, lane, footpath or pas¬ 
sage) to fence anything which 
is a source of danger to 
persons using the street. 


2 We are about (o repair 
a decorative waterfall 
which runs down into a fish 
pond, and have purchased a 
product called Febproof to 
make the cement and sand 
mixture waterproof. Will 
this harm the fish? — Mr V. 
J. Dillon. Tunbridge Wells. 
Kent. 

® The company Feb. 

which pnxluces this 
additive, says that the prod¬ 
uct has not been formally 
tested in this regard. But it is 
confident that the chemical 
composition makes it far less 
Jikly to harm fish than the 
alkaline nature of the cement. 
The product reduces water 
permeability of mortar, al¬ 
though it will not be 100 per 
cent waterproof. 


CORSlS-BeTTMANN 



Tall hedges provide privacy but may annoy neighbours 


One more warning. Under 
the general law of negligence, 
an occupier may be liable for 
the escape of something from 
his land, such as a football or a 
golf ball. 

This is nul an absolute 
liability. It depends, we are 


told, on whether the occupier 
could reasonably have fore¬ 
seen what happened. 

The Animals Act benefits 
garden owners, so it is as wdl 
to know our rights. It advo¬ 
cates that the owners of live¬ 
stock {such as cattle, horses. 



STEPHEN ANDERTON’S 

GARDEN ANSWERS 


[Qj i wish to fertilise my 
i—sJ lawn bat not poison my 
dog which eats grass enthu¬ 
siastically. Obviously I can¬ 
not use granular fertiliser, 
but would a liquid Feed be 
safe? — Mrs J. Granger. 
Cirencester. Glos. 

r^Tl So long as you use 
simple fertilisers with 
no weedkillers in them, then 
you are quite safe. Granular 
fertilisers would be unpalat¬ 
able to your dog. But if you 
could keep the dog off ihe 
grass until the granules had 


soaked in. then ir would Ik* 
safe again. As you say. liquid 
feed might be safer, but I 
would still “rinse" the grass 
with a sprinkler. Look at 
using an in-line diluter to 
apply the fertiliser through a 
sprinkler (Phosirogen pro¬ 
duces one). 

Personally. J would pui on 
a coat and hat and apply 
granules by hand in the rain; 
it’s the fastest option and does 
not "burn” the grass. 


Our windy, seaside 
garden has a rather 


asses, mules, sheep, pigs, 
goats, poultry and deer not in 
tite wild state) are still liable 
for any damage to land or 
property that the animal 
causes when it strays on to 
somebody rise's land. The fact 
that the land it strays on to is 
not fenced is not in itself a 
defence. 

In Somerset, where l live, 
intruders are foxes and bad¬ 
gers — killing poultry and 
damaging gardens. 

They cause a great deal of 
annoyance, but no laws or 
rules of compensation apply. 

• Boundaries be- _ 

tween private 
owners some- ‘OwnC 

times cause 
trouble. The at- Wall 

rual ownership w«xu 

of the hedge, wall r 

or fence can be 1C11W 

ascertained by , /• 

referring to the tXi 101 

properties’ deeds 

— which in- pFOpeF 

eludes the main- 

tenance and ’ 

repair. Some accidental dam¬ 
age may be covered by either 
side's insurance policy. 

Rights and wrongs of neigh¬ 
bours are difficult to evaluate 

— how to balance the comfort 
of one with the hurt of the 
other. Yet. to remain on good 
terms, when living side by 
side, is highly desirable. 

If a complaint is reasonable 
and can be easily dealt with, it 
is better for the sufferer to state 
his case politely rather than to 
bear a grudge. An example of 
this is where a small, well- 
tended plat borders the out¬ 
lying part of a large garden, 
which is neglected. 

A change of neighbour 


ragged 6ft Melianfhus 
major which has four or so 
flowers. How do I ensure it 
will set seed (the flowers are 
on long fragilc4ooking 
stalks) and how do I treat Ihe 
seeds? — Mrs G. E. Fisher. 
Poole. Dorset. 

~1T\ Meliunlhus is a won- 
derfui foliage plant 
with those lung, deeply cut, 
sea-green leaves. In 'most 
parts of the country it is either 
killed by the winter or dies 
back to ground level. If stems 
get through the winter, they 
flower the following year but 
they usually look a m«s. 
bare below and with those 
gawky, triffid-type flowers at 
the tup. All the glamuur is in 
the new stems and foliage. 

As, your plant has got 


, sometimes creates problems, 

i One newcomer derided to 

: landscape his property with 

r special! attention to privacy 

I and vitws. But a newly built 

» house/ beyond one of his 

t boundaries overlooked his 

i ground detracting from his 

i otherwise rural vista. He was 

withixl his rights in planting a 
. row jf leylandii dose to the 

boundary. But this quick- 
I growing evergreen soon be¬ 

came a thick hedge, fulfilling 
f the avner's purpose but keep¬ 

ing Sun from the neighbour’s 
house. Fortunately there was 

_ i an amicable sol- 

~ i ution- The owner 

‘Ownership of of 

r agreed to reduce 

walls and the top growth to 

a certain level 

fences can 5£ re ™“ 

be found in 

, , , , of successful 

property deeds boundaiy-shar- 

ing. Two London 
gardeners have 
their properties divided by a 
long, fairly high wall. They 
discuss which creepers each 
will grow against their side 
and tiie positions of planting. 
These are allowed — in fact, 
encouraged — to overtop the 
wall. 

So, each can enjoy the 
others’ flowers, berries and 
greenery as well as their own. 

• For information about 
property owners rights and 
responsibilities, contact local 
councils or the Department of the 
Environment. Somerset 
residents can obtain the 
Permitted Development 
leaflet from the Country Planning 
Office on (01453251151). 

through tiie winter, it will 
have a strung, established 
root system, i would forge! 
seed, cut it down to 6in. and 
have a fabulous new +-5fl 
crop of foliage. If you really 
want seed, leave well alone, 
maybe rig up a little shelter, 
and see what happens. 

I am nor sure if it sets seed 
in Britain. However, bought 
seeds are easy enough to 
germinate in spring, with 
bottom heat or good warmth. 
Why not leave just one stem 
to flower, and cut the rest 
down to regrow? 

• Write to Garden Answers. 

W eekend. The Times. I 
Pennington Street. London 
El QXN. Advice is offered without 
legal responsibility■ We 
regret that any enclosures 
cannot be returned. 
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Like Mrs Tittlemouse, I am an anxious and obsessive housekeeper, perpetually on the alert for sticky fingermarks’ 


H aS? indoctrinated since 
™ ,h a rigorous habit 

of moral self-examination f am 

my worst faults are 
a tendency towards seir-pirv' and. even 
tes forgivable. tD anger, f have been 
struggling with them for several decadS 
now. and ncnher shows any sign of 

Sunda -V *■* a panicu- 
larly awful day. For a » ar1 . AlJxJnder 
wasn’t around. Usually, he is Ser a 

SmCe is T0 ° funn >' and 
fr»r° nC 1° feel SOTr y for oneself 
2LE? fang - and W* absolutely no 
attennon to anger - the crasser I get. the 
more intended he becomes in whaled 

dawnT d T 5 Ur - h u ?? d & one off for 'he 
day to Legoland with his best friend. Ben. 

and I was left all alone, trapped in the 
house by the London Marathon. 

This was jolly bad news. There is 
something about the London Marathon 
- ail those people got up as Tellytubbies 
and dinosaurs, or bowling gallantly 
along m their aerodynamic wheelchairs 
-that sends me into an irrational rage, 
tne sight of a great swath of them 
streaming past the house, to ragged 
cheers from the bystanders and the beat 


A marathon housework session 


of hditrupiLT blades overhead, brought 
on sensations which must, I suppose, be 
rather like what hunt saboteurs feel at 
the sight of some pink-coaicd ass 
cheerfully downing his stirrup cup. 

Sunday is normally rather dull, but it 
happened that this particular Sunday 1 
had been asked to lunch by three people, 
and had had to turn them all down nn 
account of not being able to get out of 
Greenwich. Clearly. 1 was going lu have 
a horrible day. so 1 thought I might as 
well get on with some housework. This is 
what 1 always do when I’m in a filthy 
mood, on the grounds that it cant make 
me feel any worse, and I will at least have 
a nice clean house by the rime I am 
feeling better. 

Like MrsTinlcmousc. 1 am an anxious 
and obsessive housekeeper, perpetually 
on the qui \ive for sticky little 
fingermarks or creepy-crawlie intruders, 
buth of which I try. in vain, to eradicate 
with chemicals bearing hortatory, mono¬ 


syllabic names — Jif. 

Hash. Flit. I wan¬ 
dered around the 
house with my mop 
and bucket, flinging 
wood lice out of the 
window, and then I 
thought I might do 
the great summer 
wardrobe change¬ 
over. The wardrobe 
is in Alexander's 
room. I got all the 
clothes nut and was 
sitting among them 
on the floor, not JANES 

happy, exactly, but 
quite usefully absurbed, when the phone 
rang. It was Charles. "Hi. hi," he said. 
"Had to came to London to spring-clean 
the flat. God. it's dull. Thought 1 might 


LIFE AND SOUL 


JANE SHILLING 


“Charles." I said, 
bursting into loud 
sobs, “three separate 
people have asked 
me to lunch today. 
And for once Alexan¬ 
der is out, and 1 
might go, except ! 
can! because the 
road is blocked by 
30.663 stupid people 
in training shoes. 
This is the story of 
my whole life. I never 
have any fun. I never 
ILLING go out. ! just stay 
here, working and 
child-minding, and trying to get rid of 
wood lice and fingermarks, and losing 
my looks, and it is not fair. Boo hoo hoo.” 
If Charlie was surprised to ring up 
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pack it in for a biL Fancy a trip over to the with an invitation to lunch and find 

r _■ __J ___ .on u:__ it _it i.__ r _ 


Dove for a pint and something to eat?" 
It was the wrong thing to say. 


himself talking to Mad Margaret from 
Ruddigorv, lie didnt let on. "Janey.” he 


said, very nicely, "look out of the 
window.” I did. No road blocks. No 
runners with silly St Theresa expressions 
of ecstatic anguish. Just a lovely, lovely 
stream of traffic. "Blimey." I said, wiping 
my nose on the back of my hand. 
-TTuyve all gone away." 

"Well, now," said Charles. “Go and 
powder your nose, or whatever you 
women do. and get over here, and I’ll buy 
you a drink. I think you need one. And 
bring a duster, will you? Good girl." 

Charles’s flaL when we got back after 
lunch, was in much the same state as my 
house. Empty book shelves, and their 
contents strewn all over the floor. And 
what was this? A copy of 1001 Household 
Hints? And Wild Swans by Jung Chang? 
I have never been quite convinced that 
Charles knew how to read. And 1 
certainly didn’t suspect this gentle, 
feminine side to his nature... Just then, 
he caught the direction of my gaze. 
“Nothing to do with me." he said, hastily. 


The kind 
of life 
to die for 


I f, like Woody Allen, you 
want to achieve immor¬ 
tality not through your 
work, but through not 
dying, then gerbntologists. 
alas, cannot help. But the 
chances of living tb be more 
than 100 — once the stuff of 
science fiction —! are ever 
increasing. This week the 
world’s oldest man] Christian 
Mortensen. died at ihe age of 
115 in California. [ 

The world’s oldest woman. 
Sarah Clark Knauss.! 17. lives 
in Fennsylvannia. Indeed. in 
America centenarians are the 
fastest-growing sector of the 
population and it is Reckoned 
that in Britain by 2030 there 
will be 30,000 people! over 100 
— at least four times as many 
as today. I 

Buckingham Palace has al¬ 
ready assigned an;extra part- 
timer to the over-pressed 
person who dispatches Her 
Majesty’s "warm congratula¬ 
tions". Between 1977 and 1997 
the number of 100th birthday 
telegrams sent each rear dou¬ 
bled and 105th birthday cele¬ 
brants (who receive a. second 
message) rose from 11 to 190. 

The Scottish farmer. David 
Henderson attributes jhis 108- 
Year-old health to pprridge; 
vegetarian Angeline Strandal, 
104. advises “keeping away 
from doctors". 

A recent study by the Centre 
for Polity on Ageing found 
that 100 centenarians attrib¬ 
uted their age to widely differ¬ 
ing factors. Some died Mean 
living with “no drinking, no 
smoking” while 63 per cent of 
those interviewed were strong¬ 
ly religious. Yet what dearly 


Fun is the key 
to living 
past 100, says 

Madeleine 

Kingsley 

counts more than any contra¬ 
dictory hot tips for a long life is 
the spirit behind iL 
As scientists now see long¬ 
evity as 25 per cent genetic and 
75 per cent environmental and 
behavioural, the case for a 
strong will and a positive 
attitude seems irrefutable. 
Tom Kirkwood. Professor of 
Biological Gerontology at 
Manchester University, says; 
“Anyone reaching 100 is un¬ 
doubtedly endowed with a 
robust constitution and un¬ 
usually free of _ 

predisposition to¬ 
wards cancer, ‘Den] 

Alzheimer’s and ^ 

other diseases." DROt! 

Dr John Grimley 
Evans, Professor cnnnf 
of Clinical Geron- 
tology at the Rad- +V, 

diffe Infirmary, UJ 

Oxford, says; "Irs rv -. c 

dear that old pt-Jo 

people today ex- 
ped to be active, pc 

to take part in 
leisure, pleasure 
and education. American re¬ 
search suggests that people 
who are determined to stay in 
control of their own destiny do 
better. Those who think they 
are in charge of their lives are 



Early morning keep-fit classes at Sun City. Arizona. Scientists have proved that exercise is as valuable to the over-fifties as it is to the young 


‘Depressed 
people die 
sooner than 
then- 
positive 
peers’ 


likely to live longer than those 
who feel pushed around by 
other people and society." 

Dr Kevin Morgan, of 
Sheffield University’s Centre 

_ for Ageing, says: 

“Repeatedly de- 
JSSed Pressed people 

have a higher 
P Hie mortality than 

their more posi- 

■ than tive peers." No 
Lllcill wonder Richard 

Restak and David 
L* Mahoney, au- 

Kixr- thors of The Lon- 

11 VC gevity Strategy: 

, Howto Live to 100 

rs using the Brain- 

Body connection, 
endorse the life¬ 
prolonging power of humour 
— laughing reduces epineph¬ 
rine, the stress hormone which 
improves circulation and 

speeds the heart rate. Depres¬ 
sion. say the authors, lowers 


immunity and makes you 
three times more likely to 
suffer a heart attack. Dr 
Grimley Evans warns against 
being complacent and con¬ 
cluding that we are simply 
living longer "The average 
age of death in 1900 was 47. 
More people now live out their 
genetic potential instead of 
being cut off by the ill-effects of 
poor housing, lifestyle and 
nutrition." 


B iological research 
teams tike Professor 
Kirkwood’s in Man¬ 
chester are attempt¬ 
ing to defy chronology. Dr 
Kirkwood is studying the nat¬ 
ural anti-oxidising process 
that prevents the cell and 
tissue damage which acceler¬ 
ates ageing. Genetic engineers 
in the United States are breed¬ 
ing fruit flies with increased 
anti-oxidant enzymes. Their 


flies had one-third more life 
expectancy — suggesting that 
“extra time" could be genet¬ 
ically engineered into 
humans. The Optima Re¬ 
search Project at _ 

Oxford Univer¬ 
sity has reported ‘Latl 

that folic add, 
taken as a vita- 
min supplement 
or in green vege- 
tables, may ward auCl ' 

off Alzheimer’S -irnr* 

disease which af- Ulip 

feds half a mil- ___ 

lion people in LJVI 

Britain. We now i_ 

take it as common X1& 

sense that exer- __ 
rise is as valuable 
to people over 50 as to the 
young gym fans. American 
researchers at Tufts Univer¬ 
sity began a thrice-weekly 
weightlifting programme with 
ten chronically ill nursing 


‘Laughter 
reduces 
stress and 
improves 
overall 
health’ 


home residents. After two 
months, residents’ average 
walking speed had almost 
trebled; their balance had 
doubled and two invalids 

_ threw away their 

walking sticks. A 
similar sports 
medicine pro- 
pgc gramme organ¬ 

ised in London 

and found * at 

<UIU newly active old- 

,.,,. 3 ,-, ies recovered 16 to 

J YCo 20 years’ worth of 

it strength. 

However. 

,j. money talks — 

Lfl and volubly — to 

the elderly, says 
David Mahoney, 
for whom it buys the best 
possible healthcare and the 
frequent holidays that inspire 
and refresh. Continuing edu¬ 
cation, he adds, is the real 
elixir of youth. Rich relation¬ 


ships with friends and family 
reduce harmful stress. 

And far from wearing older 
women out, motherhood at 40 
enhances your chances of 
reaching 100 — one US report 
found that 19 per cent of 
women who had given birth 
after 40 made the century, 
compared to 55 per cent of 
younger mothers. It is thought 
that older mothers produce 
oestrogen for longer, so gain¬ 
ing protection against Alzhei¬ 
mer’S and heart disease. 

What about seX? Wouldn’t 
we all Jove to believe that 
rumpled sheets were the an¬ 
swer to a would-be centenar¬ 
ian’s prayer? Anecdotally, the 
hormone rush, the physical 
activity and the closeness are 
certain life enhancers. 

A Zimmer-framed frail, for¬ 
getful future is not inevitable. 
You can pass a century and 
still look forward. 


"Must be something of mother’s. Now. 
look at this. Here’s a really useful book. 
Got it with a job lot of chamberpots from 
a lunatic asylum." (Charles’s great thing 
is roaming the country in search of 
lunatic asylums, and then buying up 
their contents, which he stores in a great 
barn, next to his wurzels.) 

He was holding a treatise an hunting, 
dated 1802. written by Richard Beckford. 
“Tells you all about how to get started, 
you see.” said Charles, turning the pages 
lovingly. "First you build your stable 
block, then you buy in your hounds, and 
look — he gives a list of names: Wanron. 
Sullen, Libertine — that's for jhe bitclies, 
of course. Well now. that’s enough 
housework. Let’s go for a walk, shall 
we?" 

Much later, I arrived home to find 
Alexander unloading his Legoland loot 
from Ben’s daddy's car. “Come and look 
at my stuff," he said, bounding upstairs 
to check his territory, as he always does. 
My things were still all over the floor. Oh 
dear, oh dear. "Mummy!." came a 
furious voice from upstairs. “What is this 
horrible mess? Come here and dear itup. 
Immejatly!" 


HOW TO 
REACH 100 


DrTbooas Stnttaford 

REACHING 100 is more to 
do with the age of the 
ancestors staring down 
from the walls of the break¬ 
fast room than the food on 
the table. The genes dealt io 
us by our parents and 
grandparents are the most 
important factors which 
will determine our own 
longevity. Even the health 
of our parents before our 
birth matters. Fat, bouncy 
babies live longer with 
fewer diseases in later life 
than those who are born 
under-weight and skinny. 

However, just as a good 
bridge player can save the 
game by playing a poor 
hand well, so can someone 
with a poor genetic back¬ 
ground live longer if they 
five more wisely. 

I Men who want to live to a 
ripe old age should marry, 
preferably a woman apprecia¬ 
bly younger than themselves. 
Late marriage and children 
later in life keep husbands and 
fathers young. 

Conversely, those women who 
remain unmarried have a 
greater chance of living longer. 
Divorce or a turbulent home life 
take their toll. 



□ESJENSON 


“I STILL have plenty of my 
own teeth," says Ella 
Scotchmen She will.be 104 in 
August, attends a tai chi class 
at her local day centre in 
Fulham, west London, and 
has her silver curls sefl weekly 
without fail. The former secre¬ 
tary who once worked for a 
senior partner at, Pnaj 
Waterhouse still I 
types her letters on 
an old typewriter.. 1 / ® 

Even though Miss ; / BL 
Scotchmer is recover- ■ Jj 
ing from a fall l JM 

cracked ribs, she 
leaps up every time J 
the phone rings and 
speaks her ntind_ 
strongly in a firm voice. UnDl 
IS months ago. when she 
caught a virus in Majorca, she 
regularly swam and enjoyed 
bowling and yoga.The' 
illness she has ever suffered 
was childhood measles. 

She has lived at only three 
addresses - all m Fulham 


never driven a car or had 
children. In her eighties she 
was bitten by the travel bug. 
booking world cruises and 
seeing the Norwegian fiords. 
She spent three months zip¬ 
ping around America, alone, 
by Greyhound bus. “Some¬ 
times 1 travelled al night but I 
wasn't frightened." 

Asked what has 
"n, helped her to live so 

k \ long. Miss Scotch- 

™ \ mer used to cite her 

\ diet—no white sugar 

1 and plenty of fruit 

H|-. / and vegetables. “But 

/ now I’d say, love, 

faith and prayer, 
because if you get 
cross, your body deteriorates 
and you don’t feel well." 

She has seen out the silent 
films and seen in the Spice 
Girls and says: “It’s wonder¬ 
ful to have lived so long." She 
says she would not mind 
another 20 years. ‘I’ve been 
very blessed." 





EUa Scotchmer at 104 and. left, at 20 


GOOD LUCK AND 

PLAIN LIVING 


WHEN he is not studying the 
race form or nipping out to the 
bookies, Royce McKenzie. 101 
in August, will likely be 
repainting the back room of 
his Doncaster terrace house. 
The ex-miner and railway 
worker reviews his remark¬ 
able century with gusts of 
laughter. “It all seems to have 
gone so quickly," he says, 
“and 1 did want to be Prime 
Minister! I put my long life 
down to luck, plain living, 
exercise rooming and night 
and never worrying." 

Mr McKenzie still lives in 
the house his wife chose for 
them in 1947. and he is still 
content without an indoor 
lavatory, bathroom or fridge. 
Sent over the top in 1917. he 
was the only man from the 
trench who was not killed or 
wounded. “No wonder they 
call you Lucky Mac," said his 
adjutant. Far that day’s ac¬ 
tion. Royce was awarded the 





2 Warmth is essential. A 
country existence is life- 
prolonging, providing the house 
is dry and warm. But driving 
tain, biting winds and a damp, 
unheated cottage are not rec¬ 
ommended. Recent research 
shows that Americans who 
migrate to Florida in the winter 
survive far longer than their 
contemporaries who stay in 
their New York apartments, 
even if they are heated. 

3 Warmth is one of the factors 
left out when discussing the 
benefits of the Mediterranean 
life. The diet should be full of 
fresh fruit and vegetables, cere- 
als, flsh, cheese, and some red 
meat, plenty of olive oil, and 
two or three glasses of red wine 
a day. 





Military Medal and the 
Meritorious Service Medal. 

He is careful of his diet and 
has long given up smoking 20 
a day. He has scarcely dented 
the generous supply of Scotch 
that guests brought to his 
100th birthday. A home help 
cooks his breakfast — always 
bran flakes followed by bacon 
and tomatoes. 

He has never seen a com¬ 
puter or driven a car and says 
he will carry on “just taking 
life as it comes". 
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Royce 

McKenzie, 101 
this year, with 
a picture of 
himself (left), 
during the 
First World 
War 

Left at 16 
(standing). 
“My lifelias 
gone so 
quickly” 


4 Life must be entertaining. 

Depressed patients, even if 
they don’t commit suicide, die 
younger. It should be studded 
with Interests and activities, 
bath physically and mentally 
stimulating. A brisk walk of only 
25 minutes a day suffices, 
together with an equal time on 
a testing Intellectual exercise. 
Crosswords, accounts, battling 
with the local authority and the 
taxman, and writing keep the 
brain synapses firing. 

5 Eight hours of sleep, no 
longer, and a good rest, 
lying flat at midday, help. 
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AND ACTIVITIES 


Take a walk with your sketchbook 


Rock dlmbing. At the Castle Head 
Field Centre, Grange-over-Sands. 
Cumbria (015395 34300). Price £120 
residential, £96 non-residentiaL in¬ 
cluding equipment and instruction. 
Taste of Asia cookery weekends in 
Leicester. Leicester Promotions 
(01162 547400). Price £175. 
Assertiveness for women; Viol 
consort playing; The city of Rome. 
Alston Hall Residential College. 
Longridge, Preston (01772 784661). 
From £75. 

Creative Writing. At The Car- 
berry, Musselburgh, near Edin¬ 
burgh (0131-665 3488). Price £65. 
Glass from tbe Renaissance to the 
present day; Literary prizewin¬ 
ners. At Maryland College. Milton 
Keynes. Woburn, Bucks (01525 
292901). From E7G. 

Spring gardens; Photography; 
Embroidery. Three courses at 
Dartingron Hall. Totnes, Devon 
(01803 866688). Prices front £150 
residential and E130 non- 
residential. 

Bird songs and calls; Walking 
with a sketchbook; Watercolours 
for beginners. Microscopy for 
beekeepers. All at the Flatford Mill 
Field Centre. East Bergholt. Essex 
(01206 298283). £105 residential, £85 
non-residential. > 

Spring birds. At the University of 
Cambridge Madingley Hall (01954 
210636). Price £120. inclusive. 

A festival of Verde The tao of 
downing: Stfll-iffe painting: Ce¬ 
zanne Landscape and garden 
history; An introduction to home 
interior design; Large-format 
photography. Some of the courses 
available at Missenden Abbey, 
Great Missenden, Bucks (01494 
S90296). Price £159 residential and 
£69 non-residential. 

An introduction to croquet; Relax 
with raffia; Flowers in water¬ 
colour. Bridge for improvers. At 
the Old Rectory. Rttleworith, 
Pul bo rough, Sussex (01798 865306). 
Prices from £114 residential and 
£90 non-residential. 
listening to jazz; Bridge for 
beginners An introduction to 
handwriting analysis; Batik for 
beginners; Techniques of water¬ 
colour painting. At the Eamley 
Concourse. Chichester, Sussex 
(01243 670392). Prices from £149 
residential and E103 non- 
residenrial. 

Cavaliers and Roundheads. A 
weekend on the English Civil War 
at the Wedgwood . Memorial 
College. Barlaston, Staffordshire 
(01782 372105). Price £70, inclusive. 
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Anglian Activity Breaks on May 15-17 

Stanley Spencer sketches a Clydeside shipyard worker. 
Enjoy walking with a sketchbook or study 
watercolours for beginners at the Flatford Mill Field 
Centre, East Bergholt Essex, next weekend 


Winston Church ill — a study in 
leadership. At the Wansfell Coll¬ 
ege. Theydon Bois. Essex (01992 
813027). Rice £85. inclusive. 

A pottery weekend in Leominster. 
With Acorn Activities of Hereford 
(01432 830083J. Price £144. Also an 
Air-experience weekend, flying in 
helicopter, balloon. Cessna, micro¬ 
light and glider, £325, inclusive. 

A choral weekend. Summer music 
at Henley-on-Thames (0171-272 
5664). Price £95, inclusive. 

A ringers workshop; Ancient 
Egyptian painting. At the Wensum 
Lodge, King St, Norwich (01603 
666021). Price per course £84. 
Rock-climbing, mountaineering 
and canoeing walking and 
scrambling in the Peak District 
Peak Odysseys of EccleshaU. 
MLTB and BMC instructors. Vege¬ 
tarians catered for (01785 850314). 
Prices from £120 for two days. 


Land-yachting. Try the exciting 
and challenging sport on a one-day 
course in Cambridgeshire with 
Anglian Activity Breaks (01603 
700770). Price £65. 

Boat handling courses on the 
Norfolk Broads. With Norfolk 
Broads Direct (01603 782207). Price 
from £70. 

Bread-making. English period 
breads and cakes for enthusiastic 
amateurs and professional cooks at 
the Village Bakery. Melmerby. 
Penrith, Cumbria (01768 88151$. 
Two-day courses £250, inclusive. 
Wildlife and natural history. In 
Montgomeryshire, Wales with 
Acorn Activities of Hereford (01432 
830083). Price £150. 

A foundation course for strings; 
Farther musical theory. At foe 
Benslow Music Trust Hit chin, 


Herts (01462 459446). From £87 to 
E115, inclusive. 

Photography: Family birdwaicb- 
ing; Improve your watercolours. 
At the Field Studies Centre, East 
Bergholt Essex (01206 289283). 
Prices from £105 residential and 
£85 non-residential. 

George ‘ Gershwin centenary 
course; Flower painting. At 
High am Hall, Cockermoufo. Cum¬ 
bria (0176S7 76276). Price per course 
El 12, residential. 

Patchwork and quilting; Lichens; 
Drawing for watercolours. At 
Knuston Hall Residential College, 
lrchester. Wellingborough. Nor- 
thants (01933 312104). Price pa- 
course £92. 

Divided Visions — Britain and 
Ireland, 1798-1922; Flowers and 
birds of spring. At the Maryland 
College, Woburn, Bedfordshire 
(01525 292901). £99 per course. 


Completing your tax return: Writ¬ 
ing romantic fiction; Advanced 
French conversation; Exploring 
acrylics: Honiton lace. At 

Missenden Abbey, Great Missen¬ 
den. Bucks (01494 890296). From 
£159 residential and £69 non- 
residential. 1 

Clarinet and flute weekend: Fab¬ 
ric painting for fun; desktop 
publishing. At foe Old Rectory. 
Fittleworth, Pul borough, Sussex 
101798 865306). From £90. 

French cuisine; Getting the best 
out of your relationships; Learn to 
swine Singing for pleasure. Ar foe 
Eamley Concourse, Chichester. 
Sussex (01243 670392). From £103. 

■/; ••-!, MAY 22-24 I . 

Walking in Constable country; At 
the Flatford Mill Field Study 
Centre, East Bergholt. Colchester, 


Essex (01206 29S2S3). From £82. 
Windsurfing, dinghy sailing and 
canoeing. A multi-activity week¬ 
end at Nutfield Priory. Redhill. 
Surrey (01737 822066).'From £59 
per night. 

Bird watching and landscape pho¬ 
tography in foe Yorkshire Dales. 
At the Malham Tam Field Centre, 
Settle. North Yorkshire (01729 
S30331). Prices from El 10 residen¬ 
tial. £85 non-residential. 

Family and children's nature 
courses. At foe Scottish Field 
Studies Association, Kindroogan 
Field Centre, Pitlochry (01250 
SSI2S6). Prices from £50 for child¬ 
ren to £91 for adults, inclusive. 

A writers workshop; Gold- 
smithing; Creative embroidery. At 
the Hill Residential Centre, Aber¬ 
gavenny (01495 333777). £88 per 
course. 

An invitation to croquet; Wine 


tasting. Alexander technique. At 
the Knuston Hall Residential Coll¬ 
ege. lrchester. North ants (01933 
312104). From E92. 

Shakespearian comedy; Iris Mur¬ 
doch: A Russian weekend. At foe 
University • of Cambridge, 
Madingley Hall (01954 210636). 
Price per course £117. 

Villages of East London; Art and 
propaganda r- the patronage of 
foe Dukes of ■Burgundy 1364-1477. 
At the Wansfell College, Theydon 
Bois. Essex (01992 813027). From 
£85 per course, residential. 

Kipling and Conrad. Their history 
and heritage at foe Eamley Con¬ 
course. Chichester. Sussex (01243. 
670392). From £154. 

Spring bridge; Bags of quilting. 
At Highani Hall. Cockermoufo, 
Cumbria. Four days for £162. 

ROBl/9 Neillands 
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SHOP ’TIL YOU DROP 
WITH 20% OFF 
AT SELECTED STORES. 
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Choose next Saturday’s Times Magazine and get 20% off at selected stores such as Jones Bootmaker. Racing Green and Liberty. 
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Robin Gibson, NPG curator, and Ted the giant Yorkshire 


<■ 


Secrets of 


art’s pet 


subj ects 


1 r--. 




Portraits offer a 
glimpse of the 
closeness between 
humans and pets. 


* says Alasdair Riley 



r?,-* 


R obin Gibson, chief curator 
at the National Portrait 
Gallery, could categorise 
some of his favourite paint¬ 
ings and photographs into flocks, 
diarterings and wedges. All collec¬ 
tive nouns for animals — domestic 
pets in his case — over which he has 
been casting an affectionate but 
expert eye for some time. 

He calls these portrayals of do¬ 
mestic animals “faces in die comer'’. 
They appear, tucked away in the 
background and occasionally play¬ 
ing a more prominent role in the 
foreground, in some of the NPG’s 
1.500 paintings and photographs on 
display. 

“Look at people and their pets 
today." he says. “Pets tell something 
about their owners, whether they 
are bought to make a fashion 
statement, as child substitutes or as 
an expression of unconditional love 
between two sentient beings. Pets 
have always had a role which can be 
traced through time in paintings 
and photographs." 

Nodding approval is Gibson’s 
soulmate Ted. “a ’sort of giant 
-Yorkshire terrier", adopted from an 
animal shelter four years ago. Ted. a 
regular commuter from his master’s 
home in Essex to the gallery’s offices 
near Trafalgar Square, central 
London, was a source of inspiration 
and encouragement as his owner 
researched and wrote A Face in the 
Comer , an examination of pets, in 
portraits through the ages and a 
celebration of the special bond 
between sitters and their faithful 
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Anna Pavlova holding mute swan Jack: after he was tamed, Pavlova could "twine his neck around hers, and he would take it all without the slightest protest 1 ' 
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Left: the Duke 
and Duchess of 
Windsor with 
Dizzy, the first of 
nine pugs. The 
couple collected 
“puggjana" 


Max Wall with Onde painted 
by Maggi Hambling. The 
vaudeville actor had just 
sung a Noel Coward song. 

Poor Little Rich Girt 
to the artist’s cat 


Right John 
Brown. Queen 
Victoria’s 
favourite servant 
with some of the 
royal dogs — 
including 
Wald mann the 
dachshund, 
which kept the 
others in order 



A VET WRITES 


companions. 

"I. would never let myself be 
painted," says Gibson. “But if my 
arm were twisted, Ted would have 
to be in the picture. He’s part of my 


life, much more than a pair of jaws 
at the end of a chain." 

Gibson’s book leavens scholarly 
detective work with warm-hearted 
speculation. "Eliza H. Trotter’s 
painting of lady Caroline lamb. 
exhibited at the Royal Academy in 
IS1I, has a miniature bull terrier 
sitting on her lap. It’s wearing not 
only its own collar, but also a gem 
bracelet linked with a dasp. Read¬ 
ing through the various biographies 
of Caroline, wife of the future Prime 
Minister Lord Melbourne. 1 discov¬ 
ered that she had begun her first 
extra-marital affair, with Sir God¬ 
frey Webster, the year before." 

Webster gave her two presents — 
a dog and a bracelet — which, says 
Gibson. “are presumably those in 
the picture. She was parading her 
affair in public. 

“There’s a similar coded message 
in the photograph of the composer 
Benjamin Britten. With him is a 
little dachshund called Clyde, pre¬ 


sumably originally Peter Ptars's 
dog since it was named after his 
American singing teacher Clyde 
Mundy. It’s a public portrait, bur 
says something about the private 
life shared by Britten and Pears." 

Dogs, companions of man since 
pre-civilisation, feature prominently 
— sometimes as an indication of 
lifestyle and status, or as a symbol of 
fidelity' or the emotional role they 
played in sitters’ lives. 


E dward VII is pictured, in a 
sepia glossy print, with his 
terrier Caesar, his faithful 
companion which kept 
him company when his years of 
sexual cavorting were a distant 
memory. An already emotional 
nation was moved to tears at the 
King's funeral when the disreputa¬ 
ble-looking dog followed the coffin- 
bearing gun-carriage. 

There is humour, too, not least in 
William Hogarth’s Self-portrait 


painting the Comic Muse. Visible 
only in X-ray, no doubt painted over 
after the artist derided he might 
have overstepped the mark, is a pug. 
It is seen peeing on Hogarth's behalf 
on a pile of old master paintings. “A 
succinct comment on those collect¬ 
ors who preferred second-rate for¬ 
eign imports to contemporary works 
by British artists." says Gibson. 

Other pets in portraits are more 
esoteric, among them Jack the swan 
kept by the prima ballerina Anna 
Pavlova whose most famous role 
was. of course. The Dying Swan. A 
1927 photograph by Lafayette shows 
the Russian dancer entwined with 
Jack at Ivy House, her home in 
north London. 

Cats appeared rarely in portraits 
until the 18th century when they 
emerged as part of the domestic 
scene. Cuddly and playful kittens 
became suitable accessories for por¬ 
traits of little girls. 

Cats also featured in many por¬ 


traits and drawings of the late 
vaudeville comedian and actor Max 
Wall by Maggi Hambling — even 
though Onde, Parole and Mr Smith 
were her felines, not his. 


T hey met in the early 1980s 
white she was Artist in 
Residence at the National 
Gallery and he was star¬ 
ring in his one-man show at the 
Garrick Theatre, across the Charing 
Cross Road. It was not long before 
he was a regular visitor to her 
Battersea studio. 

Max Wall and Onde appear 
together in one of H ambling's 
paintings at the NPG. They are 
united in reflection after the vaude¬ 
ville star sang the cat a few verses of 
Noel Coward's Poor Little Rich 
Girl. “It was that moment which 
inspired the painting." says Hamb¬ 
ling. "I drew Max’s head and not 
long after went into the bedroom 
where 1 painted Onde from life 


while she was asleep, then pur them 
together on the same canvas." 

A small disappointment for Gib¬ 
son white he was researching his 
book was that he could nor find 
more portraits that induded pets. 
“Ironically, there are fewer pictures 
with animals in the National Por¬ 
trait Gallery than there are in the 
average gallery, the Tate for exam¬ 
ple. It’s partly because ours are 
'official’ portraits which don’t lend 
themselves to the informality which 
animals can provide." he says. 

Still, every dog must have its day 
and two of them met at the National 
Portrait Gallery for the launch party 
for The Face in the Comer. Maggi 
Hambling*s FVrcy, who snores loud¬ 
ly during her weekly life classes, and 
Robin Gibson's Ted. They don’t 
know much about art. but they 
know what they like. 

• The Face m the Comer, by Robin 
Gibson, is published by The National 
Portrait Galletyat E7.'S0. 


rjl My daughter's nine- 
year-old retriever has 
developed arthritis in her 
hips. The vet has prescribed a 
high dose of anti-inflamma¬ 
tory tablets and suggested hip 
replacement or removal of 
die head of the femur. The 
tablets are expensive and the 
cost of an operation is more 
than my daughter could af¬ 
ford. Could a change of diet 
help? 

rri Arthritis is an inflamma- 
tian of the articular carti¬ 
lages — the fine covering of 
bones forming a joint The 
retriever's problem is likely to 
be linked to hip dysplasia. The 
ball-and-socket joint forming 
the hip is not a perfect fit and 
the joint surfaces have eroded. 
Hence the arthritis. This is a 
mechanical problem, needing 
a mechanical solution: sur¬ 


gery. Dietary changes are not 
likely to benefit your daugh¬ 
ter’s dog. The vet might be 
able to suggest sources of 
financial help. In appropriate 
cases animal welfare societies 
will cover part of veterinary 
fees — and many vets co¬ 
operate by charging less than 
the true cost. Financial help 
may be awarded after a lim¬ 
ited means test 
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B ay watch beauties of 
the four-legged variety 







Not all lifesavers 
are tall, blonde 
and tanned, as 
Jack Crossley 
discovers 
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[q 1 Our Welsh terrier 
puppy, Megan, is nearly 
14 weeks old. We have had 
her six weeks hot she will 
start teething soon. How can 
we help her through tills 
difficult time? 

It is unlikely she will 
need help. Most puppies 
take teething in their stride 
and trouble is extremely rare. 
She will start to lose baby teeth 
any day now and at six 
months all her permanent 
teeth will have erupted. Make 
sure she has things to gnaw: 
large dog biscuits, hide chews 
or a big bone with scraps of 
meat Chewing helps to shed 
baby teeth and hardens up the 
gums. 
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May 2-4: 
May 16-17: 
May 30-31: 
June 6-7: 
June 20-21: 


Tatton Park. Cheshire 
Wollaion Park. Nottingham 
Highclere Castle. Berkshire 
Ha rewood House. Leeds 
Knebworth. Stevenage 



T oday The Times invites 

readers to visit Pets Pets Fets. 

' : a series of weekend shows in May 
and June, to be filmed live by 

Charnel-TsFetR^cue. 

“I". Times readers can purchase a 
■ -..family ticket for people for only 

- £1230 When *ey buck in 3 van 

• by calling *e hotline Mow. All 

readers quoting The Times woh he 

-■ entered into a free prize do*'*' *“ 
five years- supply of ***** 

T from Burgess Slips*"*- 


The Pets Pets Pets Show, in 
association with Sainsbury’s 
Pet Club, will feature more than 
30 live demonstrations daily. 

Id the 500 -seater indoor theatre 
you can enjoy: cats behaving 
badly, dog make-overs, rescued 
reptiles, advice for parrots and 
sniffer dogs. 

The outdoor animal arena has 

terrier racing, hawk and eagle 
flying, sheep dog demonstrations 
and a parade of pedigree dogs. 
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C hris Newland and his 
crowd think one of the 
best things to get up to 
at the weekend is to leap into 
water and pretend to drown. It 
helps if. like them, you take 
along a pack of huge New¬ 
foundland water dogs whose 
weekend is not complete until 
a few people have been pulled 
our of the water. 

Mr Newland is chairman of 
the working section of the 
Newfoundland Club and dem¬ 
onstrates the remarkable life¬ 
saving abilities of his favourite 
breed' at the Milton Keynes 
water sports centre. 

Because of their strength 
and love of water, Newfound¬ 
lands have traditionally been 
employed around ports and 
lakes: towing boats to shore, 
hauling nets for fishermen 
and saving swimmers in peril. 
They have a double layer of fur 
to keep them warm and they 
aiso have webbed toes, which 
help them to swim up to three 
miles. 

Enthusiasts would like to 
see them assist lifeguards. In 
Italy, Belgium and France, 
Newfoundlands help in coast¬ 
al rescues. The dogs are taken 
out to sea by helicopter and 
fined with a buoyancy aid. 
Once in the water they pull the 
distressed person to safety 
using a rope. 




Newfoundlands are already used as lifeguards in Italy. Belgium and France 


The dogs can also ’operate 
without safety equipment: 
hundreds of distressed people 
have been rescued by dogs 
that rug them to safety by 
locking on to a cuff, a collar or 
a wrist 

“On some training sessions 
1 will be saved by the hand a 
dozen times or more," says Mr 
Newland. "The dog’s mouth 
has never caused me injury." 

Mr Newland owns three 
Newfoundlands — his largest 
12-year-old Trampen;, weighs 
almost H stone (about average 
for a Newfoundland). The trio 
can be found demonstrating 
their lifesaving skills at the 
Milton Keynes water sports 
centre every weekend. 

• The dub has training 
groups across the country: for 
more information call Carole 
Datevon 01942 321&0. 


ADOPT ME 



Tara needs your attention 


TARA is a two-year-old 
brown spayed female tabby 
cat who was brought into 
the Cals Protection League 
after her owner developed 
an allergic reaction. She is 
an affectionate cat but can 
be jealous of other pets if 
they receive more attention. 
Ideally Tara would suit a 
home with an older person, 
with no other pets, where 
she would receive undivid¬ 
ed attention. 

If you are interested in 
adopting Tara, please con¬ 
tact the Durham City and 
District branch of The Cats 
Protection League (0191-386 
0902) before 6pm. 


(7^1 We have a bag garden 
1^1 and have sown a quar¬ 
ter-acre to pasture grass, in¬ 
tending to keep a lamb or two 
for the freezer. But I cannot 
bear (he thought of killing 
them. 1 have Men offered a 
one-week-old goal to bottle- 
rear. When he is folly grown, 
would he make a suitable 
four-legged lawn mower? 
rxi goat i s a No-No. 
loJ Two kids are a possibil¬ 
ity (goats are gregarious, a 
solitary, one has a miserable 
life): preferably two males, 
castrated (otherwise they 
smell and are aggressive). 
Homed breeds should be de¬ 
horned at an early age. You 
will need good fencing — five 
feet high — as goats jump. 

They will new shelter — an 
open-fronted sbed in the driest 
comer of the paddock is 
enough, and a wafer trough. 
Goats browse rather than 
graze and they enjoy pninings 
from fruit trees or other non- 
poisonous garden plants or 
vegetables. In the winter, give 
them some hay and a little 
rolled barley or sheep nuts. 
Goats are long-lived — so you 
will have them for ten years or 
more. 


James Allcock 


• Write to The Times Vet. 
Weekend, The Tunes, I 
Pennington Street, London El 
QXN. Advice is offered without 
legal responsibility. He regrets 
that he cannot reply to tetters 
personally. 
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SHOPAROUND 


TO ADVERTISE 
CALL: 0171680 6860 
FAX; 01714819313 


Montexsbii Roll-Op Paiubu 
THEGENFINElttNAMAflATCXlftKANY 4 






sOL-->. Hfc-iT 

■ if you do not wmt to be i 


The gamine hud woven 
Moateaiiti'iqwftK raH-ap 
Fuhu nidi a nyn g one 
Protect * you fr om the nm'i 
honnfiil mu. Perfect for 
UkDu Sam 6 3/4 te 7 1/2 
(head egamdawee 35 to 
61cm.) Redaced Sod £5955. 

cdt 0171 498 2099 

, Or write toe The Oaaaoa Pnurna H* 
Compngr, 140 Battnsca Fade Road, 
Tendon SW114KB. Fte 017149* 0990 
www.paniiubat.com 
c aeat dttaflsof oAboSoi. 




Classical & Sexy Lingerie 

To obtain your FREE 
Catalogues 

Tel / Fax: 01323 502104 
or write to: 

Cocktails & Dreams Ltd 
FREEPOST SEA2731 
' Eastbourne 
BN22 9BR 

E-mall: NewUndies@aol.com 

Laifflr Ladies Catered For (By Request > 

www.newundies.com. 


At William Tillman our craftsmen lovingly create 
modem masterpieces that reproduce the finest 
examples of 18th and 19th century furniture 
to perfection. Call now and let us introduce you to 
. quality that cannot be surpassed anywhere 
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WILLIAM TILLMAN 


When only perfection is ,cjm»d enough. 


30, St James’s Street, London SW1A 1HB 
Telephone:0171 839 2500. Fax:0171 9308106 
14-24, Crouch Lane, Borough Green, Kent TN15 8LT 
Telephone: 01732 883278. Fax: 01732 884439 


MEN 

DOES YOUR SIZE <£. 
POTENCY MATTER? 
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The 'Shefla MaicT® 

OW OEM MO MUUW. M OOM9 

t >*yw ig vw a im RTf* 

i*Tnagi>)Mywi. / 

<iRDmai - ,|>lBr*vriii j 

KnadaMM w '*'• 


Our many t*sdnwrial* prove 
excellent results within 4 WEEKS 
ACT NOW s leofce par FREE iqnrl 
(m «fer pWi aatamfSamtcmei 


Send 2 x 1st dass sair pw 
Danb Puhfchin£fDefltTM3 j 
Freepost; PO Bax22 PMntadi, 
Plymouth. PUt 2BR 


ji M a w e Spa^ttete. 

- Fitted Sheeb any Oa. Any Depth. 
*SpedolSstf Linen C*tNo£%- 
Send Stamp ta*7 fcr Cttatogte. 

. Keys Ltd, Dept SS404 132 OURd. 
ClKtooGoSea. Essex COf5 3AJ 

TEL 01255 4325 :3 
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a PAIRS FREE 



fy , 


For tea rattogua stowing Ml range 
of bis tinbfe ptosa Imptore 

Of845 522000 

(Quote ref. TT181 


OVERCOME 
IMPOTENCE 
AT THE 

SPECIALIST CUN1CS 
which 

nodes aid uses 
ALL 

effective t re at men ts 
CaD far fate 
consultation 
or Hutuxe. 

0800163861 

Vm CLINICS 

21 SANOUNaRAM COURT 
LONDON W1V IR 


Luxury Silk 
Kimonos 


Country {Desks 


for Ladies 
& Gents 

UadaoMwury 

S pues* Sofa lor 
sansslonal tae) 

| and lustrous look. 
Japanese style wfi a fe 
beH two poctets and 3W 
length sleeves. Cotara 
Back.MtiilB.FUbK 
Jada, &ftoysl. 
Orest 3F-4T. 
Lengfr 50*. Pleasart 
and styfish tevreae' 


Special Offer 
£34.95 Kerens 
£24.95 f 0 - 

‘.•a: 1 ! extra 

Save 

£ 10.00 

FLVS ?!.:s :-p 


H I-1 MfBkmllaoliMBbW 

ntomn _ 

nocnmunnoK 
| f. | HL *171 374 33>7IHU 

LSJKiMajffiys" 

o« mm ro 

Q JLK suMKiMnKi.fflS'osr 

Owti POEtaNXUcnJteSBSBR 
Mte*Ut«OeMltaLK1teulW.l0dsteK 




Free standing Bookcases 

Specialists - manufactured to individual requirements. 
Delivered fully assembled. 

SEND FOR FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 
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Ancient and erotic oriental 
art from the Ming period 
(208 ac.-AD.1644) 
Tastefully reprod u ced from 'Brides 
Books'. OriglnaRy painted to demon¬ 
strate sexual techniques tor the yomg 
bride and groom. 

PiNM on Bm wchM paoor. 

Full colour catalogue £540 
Alow 14-28 days. 

Fm aw fUunMwei fc« pucteBB. 

E5 cheque or credit card detaffs to: 
Arrows Marketing, Pound Lane 
TV-irfmn F«=l Exmouth. ETX8 4NN. 
or phone credit curds uuiun- 


• TVartirinnal British quality Mflotfo S- y, 

• 100's of styles in over 100 ' 

doths-pleats, button fly, ( 
single & double breasted. ^ 

• Simple ^-measurement system j 

in the comfort of yoor own I 

l home or measu remen ts taken j 

J from your own garments, j 

• Mail onkr service. JM. 

[ • Overseas enquiries welcome _ 


PXEB Brochure & 
^npfedudwcsB 

0113 248 8131 


Dept n; Qrarirt Bouse, 15-19 Cooper Bead, teda tS9 7HR 


\ Wlnebergs 

\ - Esc 1900- 

) PcpsIT QawOrt Howe, 19-i 


THE LADYS NORFOLK HAT 

Hove you got yours yeti 

- Essential protection from the harmful effects of the sun 

- Washable, foldable and fully packable 

- Light and comfortable - allows your head to breathe 

- 100% prc-shmnk cotton jMR 

Available in Natural Pale Pink and Pale Blue. 

Sizes S 54-55cm, M 56-57cm, L 58cm and "’.srll 

XL 59cm. 

Soon available in navy Hue! 

For 48hr Despatch Call . Jl 

0171 498 2099 TT'Z 


£22.95 

piwnp&p 

BEADY 

FOR 

SPRING! 


Norfolk Hats, 

140 Battersea Pack Road, 
London SWU 4NB 
Fax 0171 498 0990 

Hmm watt if job do la imiBm < 


FOLDS 
FLAT FOR 
TRAVEL! 
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ANTIQUE REPLICAS]. 


f BRITISH ANTIQUE 
REPLICA HANDMADE 
C abk ici Furniture is 
jB iMMBa l far SO YEARS. 


n >jHr 
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Over 50 Dining Tables on display made by Mastercraftsmen to a standard 
unsurpassed this century. Visit the factory and superstore showrooms to see the 
worlds largest display of fine English solid Mahogany, Walnut, 

Yew & Birdseye Maple antique replica f urni ture or phone for .brochure. 

INTEREST FREE CREDIT - FREE UK DELIVERY 

BRITISH ANTIQUE REPLICAS 

32 SCHOOL CLOSE, QUEEN ELIZABETH AVE. BURGESS HILL, WEST SUSSEX RH13 9RX J 

Tel: 01444 245577— 


Traditional style , value and great ideas 


POWERFUL 
POCKET 
SPELLCHECKER 
AND THESAURUS 

for a very special £19.99 

(RRP £39.99) 

T his powerful pocket sized Spellcbecker/Thesaurus is at 
the forefront of modem electronic tcchnnlnw. The 
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T his powerful pocket sized Spelkheckei/Tbesaurus is at 
the forefront of modem electronic technology. The 
spelling of 160,000 words can be checked on its neat 
rubberised QWERTY keyboard. It even searches for 
words with similar spelling or pronunciation, i.e. enter 
EL1FANT and it becomes ELEPHANT. The Th esaur us 
has over 270.000 synonyms, e.g. enter MEASURE and 
you get EQUAL, GAUG& STEP. RATION, SHARE, 

SIZE, STANDARD and you can even interchange each 
synonym as you go, eg. EQUAL you get EQUATE, 

MATCH. Crossword. Scrabble® and word game lovers can 
enter the skeleton ofa word [provided that yoa have the first letter) with up to 
14 blank i? unknown) letters and il will give al) possible answers. An incorporated 1 
digit fully functional memory calculator with 6 programmable currency exchange rates make this 
the ideal pocket Spdlcheckei/Ttacsaiirus. It measures just 7 an x H 3 an x IJ! an and is powered by 
lithium batteries (supplied). The price? Only £19.99 including postage and packing, saving a massive £20.00 off 
the recommended retail price of £39.99. 
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Order by Post 

Fill in the-coupon quoting your MastsrCard/Visa account 
number or send together with cheque (address on back 
please) or crossed Postal Order NOT CASH to: 

Coopers orStortford (Ref. 9037), Admail 100, 
Bishop^ Stortfonl, CM23 2FD. 

Or Telephone 

Call 01279 438150 for MasterCard/Visa Credit Card orders, 
24 hoar, 7 day service. Please quote reference 9037 when 
ordering For enquiries telephone 01279 635348 Monday to 
Friday between 10 ajm. and 4.30 p.m. 

Offer subject to availability. Allow up to 28 days for delivery 
from receipt of order. We deliver to address in the UK 
(including Northern Ireland), if you are not satisfied with 
your purchase return the goods to us, unused and in the 
original packaging within 28 days for a refund or exchange. 
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OF STORTFORD 


SPELLCHECKER ORDER FORM 

Please send me _ Quantity Price Total 

Spellchecker / Thesaurus £ 19-99 _ 

fPtease itefaaie quantity and total) 

Mr/Mrs/Miss_ Initials_ ; _ 

(IIIASE USt BLOCK CAFTTUS) 

Siif nmrip 

Address_ 

_Post Code_ 

Daytime Tel No. _;_ 

I enclose a crossed dheque/Posml Order made payable to 

Coopers of Stanford few £_ 

OR 

please debit my Mastercard/Visa fdelete as appropriate) >ljsy 

with the sum of £ _ S3 

Card No.____ 

Signature __ 

Expire s. Your year of birth 19_ 1&5 

If jw would prefer not te receive MamUM. otfea at semen ftem Miw consumes 
carefully selected by Ccopen of SUn&nL pfeue odk bm □ Rtf. 9037 

Cwpoa of SBxttonl b ■ mdia£ nai ufTbe Eaurpnm Dqumca 
_Ha»| offieg; 22 Cmae^j. BwhopV SmrrfewdL CMH TEt BcE He 3HTOI 
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Traditional style, value and great ideas 


NEW! MICROWAVE OVEN 
CHIP COOKER 

for just £14.99 

A t last the product that everybody 
has been waiting for! Now you 
can cook oven chips at microwave 
speed. Imagine - great tasting oven 
chips in only 6 minutes not 20 minutes 
- the time it takes in a conventional 
oven. And, with so many oven chips now 
boasting less than 5% saturated fat, the 
Oven Chip Cooker allows you a treat without 
sacrificing your diet or healthy lifestyle. 

The revolutionary pad on the base of the Oven Chip Cooker 

is made of a patented material which converts microwave energy into thermal energy ensuring that the Oven 
Chip Cooker becomes extremely hot very quickly. The non-stick cooking surface reaches a temperature in 
excess of 200°C in less than 2 minutes. As the microwave cooks the insides of the chips the outsides crisp and 
brown. Easy to use, the Oven Chip cooker can also be used for crisping pizzas and cooking bacon, chicken, 
chops, steaks and fish in a microwave oven. It is also the perfect cooking dish for combination ovens and 
microwaves with grills. With a diameter of 10.6 inches (27 cm)\ it is dishwasher safe and costs just £14.99 
including postage, packing and manufacturers 12 month guarantee. Order yours today! 


Order by Post 


Fill in the coupon quoting your MasterCard/Visa account 
□umber or send together with cheque (address on back 
please) or crossed Postal Order NOT CASH to: 

Coopers of Stortford (Ref. 9067), Admail 100, 
Bishop's Stortford, CM23 2FD. 


Or Telephone 


Call 01279 438150 for MasterCard/Visa Credit Card orders, 
24 hour, 7 day service. Please quote reference 9067 when 
ordering. For enquiries telephone 01279 635348 Monday to 
Friday between 10 a-xn. and 4 JO p.m. 

Offer subject to availability. Allow up to 28 days for delivery 
from receipt of order. We deliver to address in the UK 
(including Northern Ireland). If you are not satisfied with 
your purchase return the goods to us, unused and in the 
original packaging, within 28 days for a refund or exchange. 
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OF STORTFORD 


J MICROWAVE OVEN CHIP COOKER ORDER FORM 

! Pjeasc send me_ Quantity Price Total 

| Microwave Oven Chip C ooker £14.99 

j (Please indicate quantity and lotalj 

} Mr/Mrs/Miss_ Iniii.nfe 

I (IUAM USF moot CAHTAT 5 I- 

i Surname____ 

J Address__ _ 

! ■--Post Code__ 

[ Daytime Tel No.__ 

[ I enclose a crossed chequt^Postal Order made payable to 

i Coopers of Stortford for £_ 

i OR 

l please debit my MasiercanLVisa (delete as appropriate) fljjj 
| with the sum of £__ 

| Card No._ 

j Signature__ 

i Expires-Your year of birth 19_ SSm 

J ,r,<1U >WI <1 ^ wx to resave Informlk^ofliMor s«r*iMtaoi o!h«eoit!p™s 

Rtf.**? 

-- JU * CT,a >'. Bwtlnpti Siectferi. CMB 3EJ. bg. No 3417801_ 
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A man for the millennium 



Film-makers 


are reminding 


people what 


2000 means. 


says Kevin 


Dowling 


U nlike the Lord, 
Mammon does not 
usually move in 
mysterious ways 
I Hie imminent spate of films 
'fc about Jesus Christ is probably 
W more. about profits than 
; prophets, and does not neces- 

\ sarily mean that movie mo- 

f guls are planning to rescue the 

j millennium celebrations from 

■ secular, excess. 

Although the films in the 
pipeline will take a radically 
different line on the life of 
Christ from rhar offered free to 
church congregations, some 
' do have the blessing of the 

. religious establishments on 

• both sides of the Atlantic. 

igS .' The Trial, an account of 
[ ' Christ's arrest, interrogation 
i and condemnation, is "being 

■ sponsored by the Bible Soci- 

! ety. The film, which goes into 

production in October in Tur- 
‘ key with what its British 

w. producer. John Daly, calls "a 
v cast of thousands and a raft of 

J j names” is still likely to 

, 4 ^ be controversial. 

Mr Daly, whose Oscar- 
winning productions include 
Platoon and The Last Emper¬ 
or , says that he's planning "to 
give Judas a break”. He hopes 
to recruit the Apollo 13 actor 
Ed Harris to play Judas, 
rehabilitated in writer Gordon 
Thomas's script as a political 
activist who arranged Christ's 
arrest in the belief that the 
Messiah would easily escape 
and lead a Jewish insurrection 
against Rome. 

Martin Lettmayer. the 35- 
. year-old German film-maker 
who has won awards for gritty 
documentary films about Bos- 
~ ^ nia and Rwanda, will co- 
• '# produce and direct The Trial. 
He is even blunter. "We will be 








Christ with Judas at the Last Supper in Jesus Story 


telUng the Gospel story in a 
quite different and controver¬ 
sial new way,” he says. “Not as 
a story for kids and old women 
— but as a difficult and 
challenging truth for the 
new millennium.” 

A niore conventional crib-to- 
crucifudon. biopic of Christ. 
Son of Man, is already being 
made by the producer-director 
John Brierley, whose screen¬ 
play for Gandhi won world¬ 
wide acclaim. Conventional 
realism does not extend to 
locations, ‘however. Mr 
Brieriey's Jesus will walk the 
sands of Morocco. Like John 
Daly's, he will never see the 
Holy Land, because film in¬ 
dustry insurers, nervous of 
arousing sectarian passions in 
the Middle East, have defined 
Israel as a no-go zone for 
movie-makers. Even Egypt is 
thought to be too risky. 

Despite the sensitivity of 
religious scripts, producers 
seem to be confident that Jesus 
sells as well as saves. Clive 
Manning, a media advisor to 
the Bible Society and a script 
consultant on The Trial, ex¬ 
plains his view. “People don't 
go to church the way they used 
to. For many, the Bible has 
become a closed book. But this 
post-Christian generation is 
highly visually literate, and it 
has discovered — rather to its 
surprise — that it cant do 
without the Man of Nazareth. 

"The Gospels present him 
as a universal character —- a 


brilliant, multi-faceted man 
who made the authorities look 
stupid. Hollywood will market 
him as a man for our times — 
and show us that his times 
were remarkably like our own. 
so far as the great questions of 
politics, power, personal rela¬ 
tionships and human destiny 
were concerned.” Mr Man¬ 
ning says. "We’ve tried to turn 
aur backs on him. hue we 
cannot walk away from our 
own history, and Christ is at 
the heart of that." 


W e cant walk away 
from the profit 
motive either, 
says Phillip 
PooJe, chief executive of the 
Bible Society: "Hollywood 
isn't pouring millions into 
religious movies because it 
expects to lose any money by 
it. The market is moving to 
satisfy a hunger for the holy 
that will always be there." 

The trend was spotted early 
on by Steven Spielberg, whose 
DreamWorks production 
Prince of Egypt — Hollywood 
is already calling it The Zion 
King — is a cartoon film for all 
the family. Due for release 
next year, it will recast the 
story of Moses and the Exodus 
as a family and political feud 
between two brothers, “one 
bom a king, the other a slave”. 

' British film-makers are hot 
on Spielberg's heels with Jesus 
Story, which will also be 
released next year. The £16 



An evensong 
to remember 


A scene from Jesus Story, a full-length animation due to be released early next year 


million Channel 4 Waies-BBC- 
Russian coproduction will be. 
like Spielberg's, a full-length 
animation — but any resem¬ 
blance ends there. 

“Now that the weight of 
Mantis (-Leninism has lifted, a 
great religious revival is tak¬ 
ing place in Russia.” says 
executive producer Chris 
Grace of Channel 4 Wales. 
The animators at Christmas 
Films in Moscow, who are 
making Jesus Story with us. 
had their studio blessed before 
they started work. They're 
working with Two-dimension¬ 
al cartoons and three-dimen¬ 
sional models and the results 
are quite remarkable. The 
Russians bring an iconic style 
to the characters which is quite 
different from anything the 
Americans can do.” While Mr 
Grace is keen to stress the 


ecumenical nature of his ven¬ 
ture — “This wifi bind Ortho¬ 
dox and Latin Christianity 
closer together," he says — 
several end-of-the-millennium 
features are flaunting their 
provocative intentions. 


O ne such is David 
Rome's recent pro¬ 
posal for a film in 
which Christ is to 
be cloned from DNA retrieved 
from the Turin Shroud. Mr 
Rolfe. who made a noted 
documentary — The Silent 
Witness — about the Shroud, 
conceded that while the 
Church would not sanction 
doaing from the Shroud, "it 
can’t rule out the possibility 
that someone else might try". 

One person who certainly 
wont try is the Rev Tony 
Higtan, rector of Hawkwefi in 


ies 


R aised to pray in Scotland, I 
hesitate most Sundays, as I 
lead people in Hackney in the 
Lord’s Prayer. Eveiy week without 
fail it is the D-word that rises from 
my subconscious and has to. be 
swatted away in time for “tres¬ 
passes". You could give me another 
40 years, but I doubt whether I will 
ever be an intuitive trespasser. The 
whole rhythm of the line is different 
the definite monosyllable of "debts” 
which pulls tite worshipper up short, 
slides away into tres-pass-e$. Worse, 
it conjures God before me as an 
angry landowner in a Barbour jacket, . 
keeping the plebs off some holy 
estate. Debt language, on the other 
hand, still strikes me as material and 
simple, carrying the sense of the 
prayer vividly into contemporary life. 

For different, but not unrelated 
reasons, the language of debts is 
being used in many churches nowa¬ 
days. In their support of the Jubilee 
2000 programme — for cancelling the 
unpayable debts of the world’s poor¬ 
est countries — the churches have 


‘Forgive us our debts’ - 
prayer for the world’s poor 

und a campaign worthy of T 1 0116 metaphor_c 

to millennium r v • I 1 ■ *i! fprpH Hv tho liiHaPA-Phricfia 


Essex and a member of Gen¬ 
eral Synod. He says: “There is 
an appalling ignorance of 
what happened on Good Fri¬ 
day so I'm thoroughly in 
favour of accurate portrayals 
of Jesus in films and on TV. 
But whatever you think about 
the blasphemy laws, we 
should not allow the things 
that people hold sacred to be 
mocked in the name of 
entertainment. 

"We do need to be on our 
guard against films which 
hide their artistic poverty.by 
showing salacious nudity or 
offering absurdly political re¬ 
interpretations of the Easter 
story," said Mr Higton. "The 
film industry has an impor¬ 
tant contribution to make to 
the millennium celebrations 
by reminding people what 
they are really about." 


found a campaign worthy of 
the millennium. W| 

The link to the Lord's H;fl 

Prayer comes because our 
motivation for backing such a 
campaign must be the experi¬ 
ence of grace, which lies at the 
heart of the gospel. Those 
forgiven much love much. 

Those whose lives are __ 

touched by grace live gra¬ 
ciously. Britain was a taker from the 
rest of the world on a huge scale for 
hundreds of years: a taker of land, of 
of minerals and — to our deepest 
shame — a taker of slaves. Today, we 
are still takers of interest, through 
international loans. An ethical for¬ 
eign policy must involve us learning 



DOUG 

GAY 


to be givers and forgivers, sharers 
and partners in the global economy. 

As we face the future, we need new 
ways of thinking about economics. 
Paradoxically, the collapse of com¬ 
munism ensures capitalist economies 
cannot avoid taking moral responsi¬ 
bility for their failings. 


One primary metaphor of¬ 
fered by the Judaeo-Christian 
tradition is that of Jubilee. 
The Jewish law envisaged a 
system which balanced free¬ 
dom and justice, allowing the 
marker to operate and sur¬ 
pluses to accumulate, but 
insisting on action to prevent 
=e== the economic failure of one 
” generation consigning the 
next to debt slavery. This move to 
correct the market, to forgive debts 
and to equalise opportunities for a 
new generation, was called Jubilee. A 
rime io remember that man was not 
made for the market, the market was 
made for man. 

Jubilee economics call us to take 


action on global debt If we seize the 
opportunity of the millennium, we 
can enable a shared celebration 
between people in countries of the 
north and south. It could even inspire 
us to build a Jubilee into our own 
fiscal policy, with a hypothecated Ip 
tax every seventh year, devoted to our 
aid and development budget 
Could our Treasury ever embrace 
the economics of Jubilee? 1 have few 
illusions, but I believe that come May 
16, when Jubilee2000 supporters ring 
the G8 summit in Birmingham, at 
least one thing will be on the mind of 
the son of the Manse, who is 
Chancellor of our Exchequer. At its 
best liturgy forms us, it creates 
associations deep within us. which 
cannot be undone. Whenever Gordon 
or I hear the word debt there will be 
an echo of the Scots Presbyterian 
rendering of these haunting words of 
Jesus — "Forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors". 

Doug Gay is Minister of Clapton 
Park United Reformed Church in 
Hackney, East London. 



Ruth Gledhill visits 


England’s second 


largest parish church 


IN perfect harmony, the 
voices of the boy choristers 
soared to the furthest 
reaches of tire Romanesque- 
Norman abbey in a fault¬ 
less rendition of When I 
Survey the Wondrous 
Cross. They were accompa¬ 
nied by Charles Etftering- 
ton on an extraordinary 
17th-century organ once 
played by Milton. 

Every day during the 
week, the boys sing choral 
evensong to a standard rare 
outside the greatest cathe¬ 
drals in the land. The choir 
is a tribute to its director, 
Andrew Sackert. Yet this 
was no diocesan cathedral, 
nor even a Royal Peculiar. 
This was a parish church, 
the second largest in the 
country, and with its own 
choir school. 

The vicar sat in the choir 
with us and enjoyed choral 
evensong as a layman. The 
service was taken by Canon 
Bill Patterson. 82, who was 
Dean of Ely for a spell in the 
Eighties but who is now 
retired and helps out at 
Tewkesbury Abbey. There 
was even a canon in the 
congregation. Canon Neil 
Heavisides, paying a visit 
from Gloucester cathedral. 

The abbey, once a Bene¬ 
dictine monastery, was 
founded in 715 although The 
present building was not 
begun until 1087. The 
church, now an oasis of 
ecclesiastical peace with 300 
Sunday communicants and 
200.000 pilgrims a year, 
was the scene of a terrible 
battle in 1471. when the 
Lancastrians suffered a de¬ 
feat from which they never 
really recovered. Edward of 
Lancaster, Prince of Wales, 
who died in the battle, is 
buried in the choir. 

Today, parishioners 
think not of fighting but of 
unity in the face of contem¬ 
porary troubles. The lan¬ 
guage of modem manage¬ 
ment techniques seems 
unknown here. Yet the pa¬ 
rishioners recently man- 


AT YOUR 
SERVICE 


★ A five-star guide ★ 

VICAR: The Rev Michael 
Tavinot 

ARCHITECTURE: Largely 
Norman. 

MUSIC: Psalms from the 
Abbey School choir 
LITURGY: Evensong from 
the 1662 Book of Common 
Prayer. 

SPIRITUAL HIGH: 

Theocritean. 

AFTER-SERVICE CARE: 

Tea with the Vicar 


aged to raise £1.75 million to 
reroof the east end, restore 
the organ and create a 
visitor centre and refectory 
for pilgrims. 

After two lessons, the 
Magnificat and the Nunc 
diminis, we said the Creed 
and then knelt in prayer. At 
Tewkesbury, prayer re¬ 
quests appear each day on 
the intercession board in the 
Lady Chape] and these are 
read out at evensong. We 
prayed with a mother "that 
her daughter may find love 
and happiness." We prayed 
with another mother that 
her daughter in Australia 
“may be given the child for 
which she so longs". 

Finally we said a prayer 
of St Benedict, under whose 
rule monks prayed the eight 
hours of the day and 
worked, lived and wor¬ 
shipped for more than 400 
years. “O gracious and holy 
Father, give us wisdom to 
perceive thee, intelligence to 
understand thee, diligence 
to seek thee, patience to wait 
for thee, eyes to behold thee, 
a heart to meditate upon 
thee, and a life to proclaim 
thee, through the power of 
Jesus Christ our Lord," we 
said, before departing into 
the darkening night. 

• Tewkesbury Abbey. Glou¬ 
cestershire (01684850959). 

ROTH GLEDHILL 



The boy choristers of Tewkesbury Abbey 


Church services for tomorrow 


SHOPAROUND 


Fourth Sunday of Easter 
BELFAST CATHEDRAL 10 HC; II S 
Euch. I sai down (Bairstow); 3.30 E. A: 
Blessed be die God and father [Wesley). 
BRECON CATHEDRAL S, 11 Euch. Tlie 
Brecon mass iMooret. Canon B M Jones: 
3 JO E. St John’s service [Howells). • 
CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL 8 HC; 
9JO M: II S Euch. Missa Page Mareelh 
(Palestrina); 3.15 E, Responses (Piccolo); »JO 

CARLYLE CATHEDRAL 7.45 M; 8 HC: 
10JO S Euch. O quam glonosum (Victoria): 
3 E, Wood in E fiat. 

CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL 7 J0M P. 
B HC9J0 Euch, Rev I Moody: lMSSEudi. 
Mass for four voices (Byrd): b Ch E, Walford 
Davies in G. Archdeacon of Harlow. 
CHESTER CATHEDRAL 7.45 L8 HC. 10 
Euch.Sranfnrd in C & 
service (Gibbons). Canon M Rees. 3_«> L. 
Jackson in G: b JO ES. 

CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL 8 He: 10 
M SpnfonJ in C: 11 S Euch. M.ssasancn 
Nicolai (Haydn); ?■» E. J, 

Eueh, Mass for four voices (Byrdl. b E. 
Chichester service (Walton). 

COVENTRY CATHEDRAL^MRSC, 
1030 Euch. Canon V F.uiU. 5 ui t. 

DURHAM CATHEDRAL. S HU 10 M. 

Mass for five voicts (Byrd). Canon u 
3.45 E, Rubbra in A flat- w M: jp 

EXETER CATHEDRAL, 8 HC^-J ™ R 


HeSSr^ATHEDRAI^ ^ S 

6. Rev Preb S Thomas- ,,r- S 

UCHFIELD.CATHEDRAL 8 HL^ D 

Euch, HaecdieslBynJM'-j Y L . g HC: 

LINCOLN 

930S Euch; H.b M. ^ Ven- 

HC; 3.45 E. Responses 
erable C Laurence. g H C: I0J0 

LIVERPOOL CATHEDRA*- » ^ M 

Battle of the Atlantic m-hkc- hC 
Yorke 3 Ch E. Canon M ,,ng ’_ 


LLANDAFFCATHEDRALS.9 Euch; 11 S 
Euch. Darke in F. Rev R C Parrish: 12.15 HC: 
3JO Ch E. Wood in F: 6J0 E. 

NORWICH CATHEDRAL 7JO MP: X. 
9.15 HC 10.30 S Euch, Messe sofenneUe 
(Vieme): 3.30 E. Canon R Hanmen 6J0 EP. 
PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL BJO 
M: IOJO Eueh. Harwood in A flat 3.30 E. 
Wood in E flar. Canon T Shon. 
PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL S HC 

9.30 C. Mass of St Thomas (Thome). Canon 
j Byrne: 11 S Euch. Missa sancri Nicolai 
(Havdn). Canon J Hedges: b E. 

RIPON CATHEDRAL 7JO M; 8. 9.30 
Euch: UJO Ch Euch. Mass for four voices 
(Byrd): 12J0 Euch: 5JO E. 

ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL S HC: 945 
M: 10JO S Euch. Messe solenrielle (Vieme). 
Canon E Turner: 3.15 E. Kelly in C. 
SALISBURY CATHEDRAL S HC: 10 
Euch. Mozart in F; JJJO M. O for a closer 
walk with God fives). Canon D Dui>ion: 3 
Ch E. Watson in E. 

SHEFFIELD CATHEDRAL S HC: 10 
MP: IOJO S Euch. Lisien sweei dove fives): 

2.30 HMS Sheffield service; 6.30 Festal E. 
Murriil in E. 

SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL Q Euch: 11 
Ch Euch. Missa aerema Chnsii niunera 
(Palestrina): 3 Ch E. Stanford in B flat: bJO 
Euch. Missa brevis (Telemann). 
SOUTHWELL MINSTER: 7.45 Lv8 HC: 
QJO C: II M. Brinen in C: 3.15 E; 6.30 Coal 
Industry service. „ 

TRURO CATHEDRAL S HC; 9 M; 10 S 
Euch. Missa brevis (Berkeley!; b E. Stanford 

WAKJEFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HC: ^15 
c. The Lord is my shepherd pacob): It Sol 
Euch. WhiikKk in G. Canon R Gage: 6.30 E. 

Harwood in A flat. Canon R Capper. 

WELLS CATHEDRAL S HC: 9 45 S Eueh. 
Darke in F: II JO M First service (Wet-Ikes): 
3 E. Collegium regale tHowrih). 
WESTMINSTER ABBEY: 8 HC; W ML 
Shon service (Gibbons). Canon M Middle- 
Ton: 11.15 Euch. OboneJcsu E- 

Rubbra in A flat: 545 Organ Rwibfc 
Gordon Busbridge: h» E5. wnon D Hun. 
WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL 7 b. 9 
10 30 Sol Mass. Missa Papae 
Marvelli (ftilcstrina): 12 Mass: 3.30 Sol V & 
B Lei all mortal flesh keep silencv 
(Rairstowj: 5.30. 7 Mass. 

YORK MINSTER:7JO M;&&6 HC: I0S 
Fiich Missa bel’ amfimt altera (La»u>); 
ii 30 9 Euch, Darke in F: 4 E. Wesley in E. 
CT ALBAN'S CATHEDRAL Hertford- 
5Ert 8 HC: 9JO Euch: II M. Collegium 
S (Hawdlsl; 1115 HC 6JO E. A Love 
[Vaughan Williams). 

Sr ANDREW'S CATHEDRAL 
Aberdeen: S HC: 10.15 S Euch, Ireland in C; 
i, to Ch E. Noble in B minor. 
ct aSAPH CATHEDRAL Denbighshire: 
« nr-n Ch Euch, Panis angelicus iSatnt- 

Si. very fc* K “uMnnc: UO Cl. E. 


ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL Pembroke¬ 
shire: 3 HC 9 JO Cymun Bendigaid: 11. IS Ch 
M. Ireland in F: b Ch E. Noble in B minor. 
ST EDMUNDSBURY CATHEDRAL 8 
HC: 10 S Euch. Marinas m C: If JO HC. 
Canon M Mingins. 3 JO Ch E, Wood in F. 
ST FIN BARREL CATHEDRAL Cork: 8 
Euch: 11.15 Ch Euch. Rawsrfiome in C. Rev 
Dr C E J Fryer, b Ch E. Home in D minor. 
ST GEORGE'S CATHEDRAL South¬ 
wark: S. K.i LM: II JO Sol Mass. Haydn in G. 
Father J E Cronin: 5 EP: 6 LM. 

ST GILES' CATHEDRAL Edinburgh: 8, 

10 HC II JO MS. Justorum animae (Stan¬ 
ford); 6 Feties College chapel chain S ES. Rev 
J K Stiver/. 

ST MACHAR*S CATHEDRAL Old 
Aberdeen: 11 MS. Rev R Fraaen 6 HC. 

ST MARY'S CATHEDRAL Edinburgh- S 
Euch: IOJO S Euch. Missa brevis (Kodalyl; 
3 JO Ch E. Ecre vicii Leo (Philips). 

ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL Dublin: 
8.30 Euch: 11.15 S Euch. Schutvrt inG. Rev J 
N Banve: 3.15 Ch E. Si John's service 
(Howells): -4.2D Organ redial: David Leigh. 
ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL 8 HC: 10 M. St 
Pauli service (Cibena): 11 JO S Euch; 3.15 E, 
Howells in E, Venerable J Pritchand: 5 
Organ Redial: Roger Judd: 6 ES. 
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL 
SW7: IOJO Divine Liturgy. Kievan and 
traditional pol)phony. Met Anthony. 

ALL SAINTS. Wl: 8 LM: Id JO MP: fl HM. 
Slanford in C. Rev I Danes: 5.15 LM: o E ft 
B. Smart inC. 

THE ASSUMPTION. Wl: II Jesus junxit se 
(Palestrina). 

BLOOMSBURY CENTRAL BAPTIST 
CHURCH, WCS II. bJO. 

CHELSEA OLO CH URCH. SW3:8 HC: 10 
Children's Service: II C. Rev Dr PElvy: b E. 
CROWN COURT CHURCH OF SCOT¬ 
LAND. W-'Ci 11.15. Rev S Hood; U20 HC: 
bJO. 

FARM STREET. Wl: S. 9.30.LM: 11 HM. 
Missa in simplicitute (Langlais): 12.30 LM: 
4.15 Mass;u.i5LM 

HOLY TRINITY. Stow Street: £.45 Euch; 

11 S Euch. Ireland in C. Cannn J Andrew. 
THE ORATORY. SWT: 7.8.9.10. II Mass; 
Ii30 Mass: 3JO V & B. 4J0.7 Mass. 
ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 
ws.- II Hofy Mass. Archbishop Y Cizirian. 
WESLEYS CHAPEL ECi II HC. Rev Dr 
L Griffiths. 

WESTMINSTER CENTRAL HALL 
(Melhodist): 11 MP: 6.30 HL. Rev Dr R 
Mailed. 

ST ANNE AND ST AGNES fLllheran). 
Gresham St. Ed II Ch Euch. Rev P D 
Sehmiece: 2 Swahili HC. Rev A Sebahene: i 
Mass for soprano und organ: Gillian 
Humphreys and Peter Lea-Cox. 

ST BARTHOLOMEW THE GREAT. 
ECI- o HC- If Ch Uueh. Missa Mana 
Magdalene (Lotto), b.30 E. A: Regina caeli 
(Viaoria). The Rector 


ST BRIDE'S. EC4: II Ch Euch. Harwood in 
A flat, Ave verum (Milani): 6JO Ch E. Fifth 
service fTomkins). If ye be risen again with 
Christ (Gibbons), Canon J Oares, 

ST CLEM ENT DANES. WCZ’ II Ch Euch. 
Missa brevis (Palestrina). Rev N Fallen. 

ST COLUMBA’S CHURCH OF SCOT¬ 
LAND. SWI: II. Very Rev J H Mclndoc: 
b JO. Rev W A Cairns. 

ST GEORGE'S. Wt: 8.30 HC: II S Euch. 
Missa brevis (Darlow). 

ST JAMES'S. Gariickhythe. EC4: IOJO S 
Euch. John PauL 

ST LUKE’S. SW3: 8 HC: IOJO S Euch. Rev 
C l-Uvil I-Davies: 12.15 HC 630 E. A: Ave 
regina taetorum (Guerrero). 

ST MARK'S. NWI: 8 HC: 9 45 Family C; 11 
S Euch. Jackson in G, Rev T Devonshire 
Jones. 

ST MARGARETS. SW1: II S Euch. Rev R 
Holloway. 

ST MARTI N-fN-TH E-Fl ELDS. WC2: 8 
HC - 9.45 Euch; 11.30 Visitors Service. Rev D 
Monteiih: 245 Chinese Service; 5 Ch E; b JO 
ES. Rev C Herbert. 

ST MARY ABBOTS CHURCH. WS: 8 HC: 

9.30 Euch. Rev R Cosh: 11.15 Ch M; 1130 
HG6J0E. 

ST MARYS. SWT: 9,10 LM: II HM. Missa 
brevis (Palestrina): b Sol E & B. 

ST MARY-THE-VIRGIN. NW3: IOJO 
Euch, Missa brevis (Berkeley): o E. 

ST MARYLEBONE. NWI: 8 HC II Ch 
Euch, Missa assumpta est Maria (Pale¬ 
strina). Professor J Caldwell; bJO Healing 
service. Rev D Evans. 

ST PETER'S, SW1: 8.15 HC 10 Family 
Euch; » S Euch, Missa PaschaJis (Lassus/. 
Sierit Jesus (Regnart). Father D B TiUyer. 
CHAPEL ROYAL OF ST PETER AD 
VINCULA. HM Tower of London: 9.15 HQ 
II M, Boyce In C, Rev J Davies; 3 E, 
Responses (Tallis). Rev PRC Abram; 7 
Residents informal service. 

CHAPEL ROYAL. St James's Palace: 8.30 
HC; 11.15 S Euch. Missa brevis (Berkeley), Ri 
Rev G S Pedlty. 

CHAPEL ROYAL Hampton Court Palace: 

8.30 HC; ii Ch Euch, Missa brevis (Wills); 
3J0 E. Blair in B minor. 

GROSVENOR CHAPEL South Audlej- 
Si, Wl: II S Euch. Missa brevis (Haydn). 
Gloria in excelsis deo (Weelkes). Rev s j 
Hobbs. 

QUEEN'S CHAPEL OF THE SAVOY, 
WC2: II S Euch. Stanford in G, TTie 
Chaplain. 

THE TEMPLE CHURCH, EC4:8 JO HC 
11.15 MP, 0 taste and see (Vaughan 
Williams). 

GUARDS CHAPEL Wellington Barracks. 
SW1:1J Ch HC Darke in F. Band of the Life 
Guards. Rev J H E Rnskdtv. 

ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE CHAPEL 
SEIO: 11 S Euch. Suntsion in F. Rev G 
Clifford. 

• Compiled by Deborah King. 
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Frte Colour Brochure catL 


.342 RiOura High Read, bmdon. NW6 2BS 
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y,j “Buy Stannah. 
You can’t 
afford not to’.’ 


Adjustable Beds & Chairs | 

FOR COLOUR i 
BROCHURE 
FREEPHONE: 

0800 7837438 


r HATS FORj 
W03MENP 
WITH \ 
HAIR LOSS 
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RAYMOND BAXTER 


Free survey. Fast installation. 24-hour call out. Full warranty. 1 

Call or write 0800 715 422 ext. 4518 


Tel. No.- ’K 

Scnrah Soitfifc, Dq« 4518 ^ 

FREETOST5A344. Anduwr, Hants SPIfl 3BR. , 
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Stannah 



For the finest Quality 
and Service to match 
Call Caremor on: 
FREEPHONE 

0500104510 

For a Free Brochure 
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2 Bnsfcyi Ondunt SL Melhon 
CorowaU PlUUtQ 

an Td. 07071 223550 g 
Fax. 01579 351433 ^ 


GEL-INSOLE^ 

ARE YOUR FEET/u^-f// 
KILLING/:^ /jet?; 
you 


bHWHlHb 



01204 525115 



































WEEKEND SATURDAY MAY 2 1998 


TRAVEL 


TO ADVERTISE CALL: 

01714811989 fTRADE) 
01714814000 (PRIVATE 
FAX: 0171782 7824 


Because we think the world of you 


current best buys on the world's finest airlines 


p»«riltro 

MELBOURNE 

PERTH 


onanay rsun 

tm £461 


NEW YORK 
BOSTON 


oneway imn 

£12z’ m £184 
£175 £245 
£175 
£175 


CARIBBEAN 

Mexico cnv 


CAPETOWN 


TRAILMTOERS >-)- 


Unequivocal protection agai nst airline insolvency - 

worldwide attention to detail _ 


LQSANGEfS 

9999 

£252 

NAIROBI 

£2 

SAN FRANCISCO 

9999 

£252 

DUBAI 

‘ £11 

LAS VEGAS 

£228 

£341 

CAIRO 

£11 

TORONTO 

£197 

£197 

ROME 

£S 

VANCOUVER 

£295 

£337 

AROI0D THE WOOD 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £32 • USA £23 • AFRICA £39 - PACIFIC £46 ■ ASIA £20 
USA CAR HREFROM £20 Pffl OAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR TAILQRMADE WORIDWDE ANQ NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


our i.-avsl cerlres are open Kon-S?} t'crr 3-5pia • Tn-.irs 9-7pm • S-j:i 10-6p~ * Open bark "oinfay Mordav 


EXPERTS 


SYDNEY/MELBOURNE FROM £469 RETURN 

PLUS 1 FREE DOMESTIC RETURN FLIGHT IN MALAYSIA* 
PLUS AUS S50 WORTH OF TRAVEL VOUCHERS 
TO SPEND IN AUSTRALIA 

’ Conditions apply 


.. zmses. 







For the real low*™™ on worldwide 
travel, Traflflmteis is your one stop 
travel shop. 

Traiffinders offers more low cost 
(tights to more destinations (baa 
anyone. Experts in airfares since 
1970, we can taBor-reake yore very 
own package with ap to 75% discount 
on hotels and car fake worldwide. 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILFliJDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-933 3365 ANYTIME 


KTOL1458 ABTkKrm 


42-50 Earls Courl Road 
LonghaalTYavel: 

194 Kensington High Street 

Longhaul Travel: 
First & Business Class: 

215 Kensington High Slreet 

TraRsatiantic & European: 
22-24 The Priory Queensway 
Worldwide Travel: 

48 Com Street 

Worldwide Travel: 

254-2B4 SauchiehaJI Street 

Worldwide Havel: 

58 Deansgate 
Worldwide Travel: 
Flirt & Business Class: 


LONDON W8BFT 
0171-338 3366 

LONDON W87RG 
0171-338 3939 
0171-938 3444 
LONDON W86BD 
0171-937 5400 
BIRMINGHAM B4 6BS 
0121-2301234 
BRISTOL BS11HQ 
0117-929 9000 . 
GLASGOW G2 3EH 
0141-353 2224 
flUNCHEBTER M3 2FF 
0101-839 6969 
0161-839 3434 


Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


SAVE £££’s ON 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 
rwn 



AWARD WINNING COVER AT 
LOW. LOW PRICES 


CALL TRAVELPLAN DIRECT FIRST OK 

0800 0188 747 
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£ 
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... people think the world of us2 

FLIGHTBOOKERS 


to 


R e o^ os7 ° H 

75 7 2000 



HI.I.LJ.w ' lL. ' l .1. .i-IH I J 


Warsaw 

from 



Prague 

from 



Amsterdam 

from 



Frankfurt 

from \ 


149 


return 
Inc. tan 


Dublin 

from 



Glasgow 

from 



Copenhagen 

from 





INSURANCE 


£10 OFF 

every policy sold 

UsrrfMaS&feflfctiipr* 


0500 787838 

rrm 

mi 


>4 CLUB 



& 01420-88724 or 0171-287 5556 


01420-80828 or 0171-287 5558 


£» 01420-88140 or 0171-287 5535 





XJtZ. 
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Direct Travel Insurance 

for TOP QUALITY COVER AMD VALUE 


toi|l,B cna £95 


m 

01903 812345 


for instant (over or quotation 
9am • 8pm Sever* days a weak 


SAVE IRAVE I ISSULWCE 
|LCJ|CY±W|ir»Vii|!!Ll]| 


FIRST FOR VALUE 

TAV INCLUSIVE 
RETURN FLIGHTS 

OR '-Ail A5 A3.LINL: FREE ON:- 

0800 45 88 111 

www .uh;::riino*.ci':5> 

o o ^ 

223 


Z 

o 

o □ ^ 

z2 UJ X 

i— 1 CO on 


WORLDWIDE- 


0 1892! 833 338 

1 r 






BEST FIRST 
CLASS OFFERS 


NEXUS TRAVEL 


BASIE 



g 0117 977 7727/983 2555 


'tnkiti ilr ★★★★ 



TRAVHL. 


Mood. 


0171 258 0280 



Return prices from London Heathrow. 


For these and many more special European offers, 
■contact your travel agent or call us [local rate) on 


,i\? tif-v. ■; £ 

i 


t f t i v't ’ 
;■* f-'i f 


Mom offers available from other airports 
in The UK 3rd Ireland 

' British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 




tawl dm nMi■ Saturnyopen* 

BBlLA ll^Bn»*l t Bi t l’| t ^^ | ^^ ltrtwM>|i(|ad 

1 -- —rff-mrnTiu iitiwj in. 
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SAVE £50 on XMAS in OZ!! 

£50 off per person when you book by 30/4/93 
Valid for outbound travel 12-22/12/93. Call for detail; 


Return priaes including prepaid airport faxes bam: 

Perth £449- Kuaia Lumpur £310 Chicago 

Cairns , £480- Deht/Bombay £348 Miami 

Meboume £474” Johannesburg £329 las Angeles 

Auckland £599 Cairo £221 Vancouver 

Bangkok £305 New York £177 Mexico 

Sngcpore £289 Toronto £197 Round The War 

* Sd a tf sd data und 30/06/98. Men am it^id la datga/amik&fty. 
1HBE MS NO ABOmONAL CHARGES ON CKM CAB BOOKINGS. 
Gdk am racoidid. Tha IWra Cook Group lid. ABM F13CW. A1TX 0265 


F L 

1 G H T S 

D 1 

R E C T | 


Thomas 
Cook 


9am-9pm Mon-Fri # 
10am-6pm Sot-Sun 

£177 Mexico £385 

£197 Round The World £739 0870 75 00 136 

WE GO FURTHER TO FIND THE BEST FLIGHT 


LIGHT SEARCHERS! 




0171 462 0011 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


4 10 Richmond Read, Kingston, Surrey KT2 SHL 



The Americas 

★ * # + ★ * m »r 4- 


★ Orirado toe Cl 69 ♦ Tonxrto 


tan £115 



USA & CANADA 

0181 548 6000 


H LIGHTSEEKERS 

.-^G":C A i LSA SP£C:Ai.STS 


0777 663 4425 


FLIGHT CENTRE 

WORLDWIDE 

DISCOUNT 

FLIGHTS 

.;if bL 

01 SI 669 8607/ 


TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 



1 HI 0990 329 326 


Una Open: Mon-Frl Bam-Vpm, Sat Sam-5pm. Sun lOanwSpm 
"tamtann cm H9to«4cr»m«iiaeta>MMrrt^n*Ban 
FfcM Otar IWfep 8 npe LM. MIX VIM m. DO WX 



0171 637 8485 
TXVjJX Et 


tatz+a i 


rt T rTTT TT 


^ ri- T'/n T ■ 




0171 637 4107 


rrm f-.i, t 


★ ★★•A-**'*’**'***'**'*’***- 


KOS 


Levkas 


Dalaman 


GRFECF 


TURKEY 


01705 2 : 

fine 07105 219 827 

ABZAVB0S7 XTOL097 


World Cj^ers. 

prices ^rorv»: 

Oeiwer 

rtr\ 


C+U **S now on: 


0345 222111 

Boofc by ICt*, J WAe 'H8 

OrFERA - wm-ta 

- BRJTISH airways - 

world's favourite airline 


*<™. Brin* Arr^TTr^^, ^^^f^rdcnihswITVTcteW^Jtxirtn 

- ' nof5 tr and nay ai qur Web sins wmebritlsh-aiiwafiC 
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Get your tattoo and body piercing done at Anubis Warpus in Haight Ashbury, favoured district of the flower-power generation. The latest fashions are even more extreme: body branding is the latest fad 


Sony, I was watching a rainbow j 


■ Getting there Oliver 
Bennett bought his ticket 
from Virgin Atlantic 
(01293 747747). which flies 
non-stop from 

Heathrow. Virgin is offering 
savings on return flights 
in May (must be booked 

before May 15 and 
completed by June 15): £347 
midweek departure per 
peisoiL £377 weekend, 
excluding £44 taxes. 

British Airways (03452221)1) 
also flies non-stop daily. 
Continental American, 
Northwest. Della, TWA 
and United also fly to San 
Francisco. 

■ On-line: San 
Francisco is very switched 
on. with more than 5.000 
web sites, including hotel 
reservations 

(http:/ / WYvwJiotelres.com). 
See the Time Our Guide 
(Penguin. £9.99) for a good 
selection. 

■ While there: San 
Francisco Convention and 
Visitors' Bureau at Suite 
900.201 Thiid Street at 
Howard Street (001415 
974 6900). Visitors' 
Information Center. 

Hailidie Plaza, comer of 
Market Street and 
PoweO Street (3912000). 

■ Eating out: Do not 
leave it too late restaurant 
kitchens often dose by 
lOJOpm-llpm. 
Recommended: Bix, 56 
Gold Street off Montgomery 
(433 6300). an opulent. 
Thirties-style restaurant 
with classic dishes: $50 
phis for two. Rose Pistola. 

532 Columbus Avenue 
(399 0499). a fashionable 
Cal-ltal restaurant: $40 

for twa Zurri Cafe, 1658 
Market Street at Gough 
(552 2522). excellent seafood 
and coolish clientele; 

$40 for two. Fog City Diner. 
1300 Battery Street (982 
2000), a gen trifled diner 
overlooking the bay, is 
renowned for its aubergine 
sandwiches $40 for two. 


Oliver Bennett 

chills out on 
the streets of 
San Francisco, 
the city where 
anything goes 




ST 11 he woman across the 
I street, walking sev- 
■ eraJ dogs, yells oven 
JL “OHMYGAAAD! I 
do not believe it! Heterosex¬ 
uals'. Where are you guys 
from?” 

My girlfriend and I had 
briefly held hands, apparently 
a noteworthy sight We chat¬ 
ted far a couple of minutes 
with Louise the gregarious 
dogwalker, who then breezed 
off parkwards. 

Titan again, this was San 
Francisco; not only the cruci¬ 
ble of gay liberation but also 
the mart progressive city m 
America. What is considered 
• Ajdeviant in many parts of the 
world is quite reasonable here. 
For example, this is a town 
that has gone beyond mere 
tattooing and piercing. The 
fashion now is to be branded 
bv a white-hot iron at a shop 
called Body Manipulations. 
As the banners for San Fran¬ 
cisco'S new Main Library 
boast “Anything is Possible” 
Most consensual acts are 
allowed — with the recent 
exception of smoking in public 
places — and they usually 
happen here first. 

“San Francisco does what 
the rest of fashionable Ameri- 
- ca does five years later." says 
Pedro, manager of a clothes 
shop in North Beach- Its 
ihalways had go-ahead politics. 
^We voted out Reagan. In fact, 
we never do what Washington 
tells us, man!" . .. 

But on my first day in this, 
city, walking down Ehecharm- 
ingly eentrified Blhnore 
Street in the airy 
Heights district, it struck me 

how genteel San Franoso.'^ 



'TYfk 






Beat writers are remembered thanks to City Lights bookstore 

I_I—1_. Francisco, Zsiw Saper. dis- 

C . «J placed from the East Coast for 

H-j IJ at least ten years, had the 

HT 33 fI feU* same problem. “Iweni into my 

=3 *j| £-3 EyS office recently and everyone 

SI ’1 jig 11 |a Em was fate," she said. “Why? 

I Hi If l-S If 18 Because they'd been watching 

H ex IJ HEJr a rainbow. And the boss 

FOR THE completely understood. This 

GT /^E'TV'PTT TDV must ** lhe onl - v cir y in the 
ZiO I 1 Ui\I States where you can use the 

rainbow excuse.” 

with supplements such as In and around San Francis- 
spirulma and trendy flu-pre- co. the woodwork creaks to 
venting herb echinacea (which reveal eccentricity on a scale 
Juicy News called, rather wit- unknown even in our dottier 
lily. ‘The Cold Warrior”). stately homes. While lunching 
San Francisco is body-as- in Mill Valley, a trendy little 
temple territory. Fiona Muir, town half-an-hour north of 
a British expat who manages a San Francisco amid the red- 
fashionable restaurant called woods, an otherwise straight- 
Bix in the perennially axil forwardly post-hippy woman 
North Beach district, has been at the next table was wearing a 

impressed. small, bright, live green parrot 

-ft's difficult to ger a bad on her left breasL 
meal here ” she says. “The “Humdrum.” said Zsun. 
ingredients are sensational. "The other day I saw someone 
usually organic, and chefs are shopping in the supermarker 
very creative, always playing with her macaw. And she was 
with new combinations. 1 asking its advice on what to 
would say that San Francisco buy." 
is perhaps the best place to eat 
out in the US.” 

Food shopping is fun too. At 
the Whole Foods supermarket 
in Pacific Heights you can also 
buy a ten-minuie massage. 

Yet Fiona admits that after 
several years she still has 
trouble understanding the 
locals. For one key reason, 
thev are Californian; they do 


Frandsco. personal growth 
and wallet growth are not 
incompatible. The good-life 
ethos feeds right down to the 
less fortunate end of the mar¬ 
ket. "How do you spell stress 
relief?” reads a sign at a low- 
rent caravan park south of the 
city, before answering itself: 
“Vacation!" 

In San Francisco's mostly 
excellent free newspapers, 
lonely hearts are perhaps the 
most coded, in the world. 
Nobody “desperately seeks", 
but targets with the ruthless 
spedficity of a Scud missile. If 
they want a non-smoking, 
drug-free Asian bisexual 
between the ages of 50 and 32, 
that is what they ask for. 
Currently fashionable is to 
deny access to anybody GU: 
“geographically undesirable", 
or with a lousy address. San 
Franciscan idioms are also 
curious. A contemporary 
favourite, if you don’t like 
what somebody is saying (a 
traffic warden, say) is to turn a 
palm forward and yell: Talk 
to the hand." Most visitors will 
find themselves involuntarily 
drawling those enduring 
superlatives, “totally”, “awe¬ 
some”. “whatever”. 




O dd it may be, but 
San Francisco feels 
familiar to British 
tourists. We like the 
fact that it is a walker's town: 
safe and smallish, with Vic¬ 
torian streets and a reassuring 
literary atmosphere, whereas 
we tend to find Los Angeles 
hard to comprehend. We find 
favour with San Franciscans, 
who disparage LA as “the 
Southlands". Yet beneath San 
Francisco's gentle bohemian- 
ism is a love of novelty. 
reflected in its endless narra¬ 
tive of urban renewal. The 
latest cool z one is Hayes 
Valley, a run-down area a few 
years ago. which now sports 
smart interiors, fashion and 
coffee shops alongside parking 
lots and grocery stores. 
Another oasis of genrrifica- 
tion is South Park, a village- 


A t key intersections in 
the residential areas, 
there are bins from 
which San Francis¬ 
cans pick up their newspapers. 
One magazine, called The 
Learning Annex, has every 
conceivable kind of healing 
category from The Tibetan 
Riles of Rejuvenation to How 
to Make Dollars In The Adult 
Business on the Net. In San 


It may be faddish, always they are_ Californian; they do 

moving to the next big thing, things differently- 

but the oace of life is gracious My host and guide to San 



: 





but the pace of life is gracious 
arid relaxed- 1 did not hear a 
car horn honked for ten days, 
save in the Golden Gate 
tunnel where it is custom to 
honk vigorously as you error 
in a kind of automotive tauy- 

ho.lt is a city that cajoles you 

«, into becoming laid-back an 
* mellow. 

This approach to life makes 
a San Franciscan breakfasian 
experience that heartL* 
relation » the rushed Bnusn 
. job. A daily saunter took me 
a nearby juice bar-cum-ne - 
agent. Juicy News, for a pmt 
fresh fruit smoothie; man=, ' 
J. banana and orange fomfiea 


style green surrounded by . raucously on his guitar for us, 
warehouses, and the centre of while 1998 swirled about him 


iK & 


Victorian streets add to the reassuring feel of San Frandsco for the British visitor 

small bean bag from touching 
the ground using your feet. 

But of course. San Frandsco 
was the forcing ground for 
fads such as Frisbee throwing 
and skateboarding. 

It is a town built for neigh¬ 
bourhood-hopping. A small 
distance from SoMa is the r T T~ /"| / /IT 1 

Mission, an edgy, vibrant I I»-% Y"/"! /\ \J/r\ /ITT 

districr inhabited by a pecu- (J Ls LU /U Ul I 

liarly San Franciscan demo- g .// 

graphic of Mexicans and 

lesbians. Then one rolls uphill *T\ /~\ T Jf 7m . • 

into a suburb of wooden 19th- I 1/1/ f f 

century houses in the “ginger- Oyv/ V V llll-d \~SJL 

bread" style. This is the 

famous Castro: such an insti- f i Z 7 # 

tution that straight tourists \/\j|-f-l^ Zl ■f*tt/i 

come in to see the “gay ghetto". tl/ k)(/UUl /1/i iCUt 

The gift shops here are a 
triumph of consumer deca- 

fSFJffSl&Jg. “ Prices from just £1684 * 

San Frandsco knows how to _ _ 

exploit its hipster heritage. ^ * 

and the Haight Ashbury cus- L M JP j 

frict lodestar for the hippies. 

has become an act of some — / 

distinction. Whereas in 

superheritage-type towns such . , _/jMWBL—— _- ij:‘ rr 

as Williamsburg in Florida, fjf 

resting actors dress as Confed- 
eraie soldiers or Abraham r 

Lincoln. Haight's superannu- 1 iTTfflrtl'H'i 

ated star children of the late 
Sixties pose for pictures and 
play guitar far tips. _ 

One such man. in maxi- 
length multicoloured velvet, 
played early Paul Simon songs 


■ Reading; San 
Francisco Bay Guardian 
and SF Weekly (free 
weekly papers you can find 
in shops and cafes) are 
fufl of listings info. Time 
Out Lonely Planet and 
Rough Guide all do 
worthwhile guides. For 
background, read anything 
by Armi stead Maupin. 
Barney Hoskins's Beneath 
the Diamond Sky is an 
excellent illustrated history 
of Haight Ashbury’s 
psychedelic years. Jack 
Kerouac's On The Road 
(Penguin £6.99). Dharma 
Bums (Paladin £6.99) 
and Desolation Angels 
(Paladin £8.99) will put 
you in the beat mood. Pick 
up a copy of Literary 
San Francisco by Lawrence 
Ferlinghetti and Nancy 
Peters from City Lights 
Bookstore (362 8193). 
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the city’s thriving multimedia 
industry. At lunch, droves of 
ihim^somethings come out to 
sit on the green, roll their 
sleeves up and eat organic 
Caesar salad: the refuelling of 
San Francisco's Internet intel¬ 
ligentsia. A short walk away is 
SoMa (South of Market 
Street), a warehouse district 
that has now become a bar- 
crawlrng, nighldubbing zone. 
It has recently acquired a new 
Museum of Modem Art The 
lafter is worth a look for Mario 
Botta's dramatic building 
alone. We sat outside the 
Yerba a while, transfixed by a 
group of baggy-trousered 
youths playing hackysack. the 
object of which is to keep a 


unnoticed. 

Also crucial to San Francis¬ 
co'S counier-culhire legacy is 
North Beach. Here it was in 
the Fifties that the beatniks 
gathered to gef drunk, stoned 
and contemplate the moment 
Thanks to surviving poet Law¬ 
rence Ferlinghetti, the great 
beat writers have been com¬ 
memorated and Jack Kerouac 
Street now runs by Ferlin¬ 
ghetti’s Q'ty lights bookstore. 
But whoever the next beats, 
hippies. Generation X-ers or 
Net-heads are. San Frandsco 
will attract them. Ever liberal 
and non-conformist this West¬ 
ern town will always be recep¬ 
tive to people pushing new 
frontiers. 


Book at Thomas Cook and enjoy up to 25% off brochure 
prices to Cape Town (including Safari tours and Garden Route) and 
the islands of Mauritius and Reunion. Spend 16 to 34 nights on one 
of P&O’s two superiiners Oriana and Arcadia experiencing white 
sandy beaches and spectacular scenery for as little as £1684! 

So hurry down to yoir local Thomas Cook Shop or phone 
0990 777 666 quoting CR126. 
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F&OUk Cruises 


Thomas 

Cook 


ThB nice surprise is ttw prices 
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A brush with 
the old masters 

A painter walks into an The sleepy harbours and vivid 

inn m the south of ------ 

STbJr'.'LT! colours of southern Brittany 


A painter walks into an 
inn in the south of 
France. He’s dying 
for a beer, but he’s 
penniless. He offers the inn¬ 
keeper the landscape under 
his arm in return for a glass of 
beer. The innkeeper accepts, 
reluctantly: the wails of his bar 
are already plastered with 
Monets, Van Goghs... 

Remember the old lager 
advertisement? Like me, you 
might have thought it was a 
dever vignette made up to sell 
the drink But in 19th century 
France it was common for 
struggling artists to pay for 
their board and lodging with 
their works. 

In southern Brittany, dozens 
of artists were drawn to the 
region, as much by the fact 
that it was cheap to live as by 
its pretty scenery and wooded 
tidal estuaries delving inland 
from sandy beaches. The same 
can be said for die tens of 
thousands of British holiday¬ 
makers who flock there yearly. 

Paul Gauguin, along with 
fellow artists Meyer de Haan, 
Paul Sinister and Smile Ber¬ 
nard. holed up in le Pouldu in 
1889. Now one of the most 
somnolent of the many sleepy 
coastal resorts, then it was 
quieter still — home to a 
handful of farmers, fishermen 
and seaweed collectors. The 
artists stayed in the Buvette de 
la Plage, a tiny inn which they 
decorated with murals and 
paintings. The writer Andrfr 
Gide, who dropped by on his 
travels, was taken with die 
scene, describing the colony of 
painters as “barefoot, superbly 
bohemian and loudspaken”. 

In 1891. Gauguin deserted 


The sleepy harbours and vivid 
colours of southern Brittany 
were immortalised by Gaugin 
and his fellow painters. Fred 
Mawer visits their old haunts 


France for his famously pro¬ 
ductive period in Tahiti. As 
surety for die bill of Fr300 held 
run up. he left the inn’s owner. 
Marie Henry, some paintings. 
When he returned in 1894. he 
tried to get them back. But the 
local court found, in Madame 
Henry's favour, and Gauguin 
even had to pay die legal costs. 
After she died in 1945, her art 
collection—some 130 works — 
was sold by her sons to 
galleries around the world. 

S adly, the Buvette de la 
Plage is now the char¬ 
acterless. modem Cafe 
de la Place. However, 
Marie Henry's old hostelry 
has been reconstructed two 
doors down. We know, by 
chance, roughly what it looked 
like then: the original murals 
were discovered hidden under 
seven layers of wallpaper by a 
decorator in the 1920s and 
photographed. 

Today, the walls of Maison 
Marie Henry’s liny rooms are 
covered in a changing display 
of contemporary paintings. 
Many are by the artists who 
once lived here. But die high¬ 
light of an all-too-short tour 
(only in French) is the dining¬ 
room, where murals painted 
by. among others. Gauguin, 
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have been painstakingly 
recreated. The tender portrait 
of a breast-feeding woman is 
of Marie Henry, nicknamed 
La Foupfe for her doll-like 
looks; it is a copy, the original 
was painted by her lover de 
Haan. 

Gauguin and his fellow 
artists had retreated to the 
tranquillity of le Pouldu from 
Font-Aven, at the head of the 
sensuous Aven estuary. Then 
a bustling port since the IS6Gs 
it. had alas been a thriving 
artists' colony. The painters 
pre f erred the port to more 
rustic bases in Brittany 
because the locals spoke 

French instead of Breton. 

Gauguin first came to Pont- 
Aven in 1886. He stayed in the 
main square near the bridge 
in a place called Pension 
Gloanec, which is now a 
newsagents. The pension's 
owner, Marie-Jeanne 
Gloanec. was also a recipient 
of many paintings in lieu of 
payment from hex creative 
guests. Apparently. Gauguin 
gave her a still life as a gift: she 
didn't like his style so he 
pretended it was the work of a 
novice in the hope that she 
would accept it. 

When he arrived in Britta¬ 
ny. Gauguin was aligned to 
the impressionist school of 
painting, but by early 1888. his 
paintings were changing. This 
was partly due to the influence 
of the primitive Celtic tradi¬ 
tions of the region, as he 
acknowledged: “There is 
something wild and primitive 
about it — when my wooden 
dogs strike this granite 
ground, I hear the dull, muf¬ 
fled. powerful tone I seek in 
my painting.” 

As important was the inspi¬ 
ration provided by £mile Ber¬ 
nard. who was applying vivid, 
unalloyed colours to his 
canvasses in wide, flat blocks, 
with no shading or traditional 
sense of perspective. Gauguin 
took up this unacademic, non- 
realistic style, and became the 
seminal figure in what soon 
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Landscape at Pont-Avert, painted by Paul Gaugin in 1888, one of many works that were inspired by the area 

became known as the Font- 
Aven school His maxim was: 

“Don’t copy nature too literal¬ 
ly. just look at it and dream.” 

The school which petered out 
when he went to the South 
Seas, has been called the first 
chapter in the "history of mod¬ 
em art, and led to Fauvism 
and Cubism. 

Its legacy, in pretty but 
touristy present-day Pent-. 

Aven. takes the form of tea 
towels and biscuit tins enno¬ 
bled with the artist's works. 

There are dozens of art galler¬ 
ies and the town museum 
displays a few permanent 
works from the school, though 
som et im es they are loaned out 
for exhibition. 

»Included in the display are 
evocative photos of the rakish 

painters sporting outlandish The sleepy harbour at Pont-Aven. Brittany, once a bustling port and an artist's haven 

hats and handlebar raous- ___ 

taches — the Breton women " 

posing with them, with their * • • 

Creating an impr 

garden in Givemy or Flatfbrd -A- 

Mill in Constable country, you Tf it hadn’t been for our StCDhcn 

have to work hard to match I hosts, we might never _ “ u _ 

southern BrittanjTs land- X have.discovered that their Parfliflpr 

scapes with their artistic court- comer of Normandy had been AJttl Uillcr _ 

terparts. Where this region as popular with the Impres- r- j 

scores higher, is seeing it sionists as Provence. Sisley I1I1GS 

through the eyes of the Pont- painted at la Roche Guyon; : ; I 

Aven school, not just land- Monel lived nearby at ' inspiration 

scapes reappearing as Wtheuil before he moved to - 

paintings but how the real and Givemy. Not to mention clt 3. NOITTlcinClV 
the imaginary can be blended. Corot.. -±— 



■ Gening there Fred 
Mawer travelled with 
Brinany Ferries (0990 
143537)- Standard return 

fares for a car and two 
adults, excluding cabins, 
from £270 in high 
season. Condor Ferries 
(01305 761551} has a new 
high-speed service from 
Weymouth to St Malo 
(four and a half hours) from 
May I. Standard return 
for car and two adults is 
£I50-£3ia 

■ Where to stay 
Brinany Ferries has collages 
to rent and hotel rooms 

in southern Brittany. The 
Moulin de Rosmadec 
(00 332 9806 OOZQ in Font- 
Aven has a Mkhdin- 
starred restaurant and four 
comfortable bedrooms 
(around E60 B&B). Book in 
advance. 

■ What to see The 
Maison Marie Henry (2 
9839 9851) open daily 
from June to September 15; 
£250 for 30-minuar lours 
(students £150}. 

The Music de Pont- 
Aven (Z 98061443) open 
daily: £2 (£150. students 
and 12 to 20-year-okls). 

April to Sept. Toes to 
gar Punt-Avenls tourist 
office (2 9806 0470} runs 
90-minute town and 
museum tours. Ham and 
4pm: £250 (students £1.50). 
TTie Music des Beam- 
Arts (2 9895 4520) in 
Quimpcr has a room 
devoted to the Pont-Aven 
school: lOam-midday. 
2pm-6pm exceptTuesdays: 
E250 (students £150). 

■ Reading: A new 
edition of La Route des 
Pdatres en ComouaiUe, 
in English and Fiendi (£18 
softback, £22 hardback}, 

is due for publication next 
month. Copies available 
from the Font-Aven tourist 
office and die above 
museums. Brittany 
(Everyman Guides, 

EI6.99) has a good section on 
the Pont-Aven school. 

■ Further information: 
French Tourist Office (0891 
244123, premium rates) 

for accommodation in Pont- 
Aven and le Pouldu. 


Creating an impression * 
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I f it hadn't been for our 
hosts, we might never 
have.discovered that their 
comer of Normandy had been 
as popular with the Impres¬ 
sionists as Provence. Sisley 
painted at la Roche Guyon: 
Monet lived nearby at 
Wtheuil before he moved to 
Givemy. Not to mention 
Corot.. 

“All those artists worked 
around here,” said M Cotterd. 
in whose auberge. 50 miles 
west of Paris, we were staying. 
“Pissarro, Renoir. C&zanne 
and Braque as well." 

Finding the village had been 
a piece of luck. We were 
driving from Versailles to 
Dieppe to catch a ferry back to 
Britain and were looking for 
somewhere to stay when we 
stumbled upon a chateau. We 
derided to take a look and it 
was then we noticed Au Vieux 
Donjon, the auberge. 

We were so taken by the 
area that we ended up spend¬ 
ing a week exploring the 
village and its environs: the 
mysterious chileau (which 
has been empty since the 
Second World War, when 
Rommel used it as his head¬ 
quarters); the Seine, with its 
tranquil riverbank walk lined 
with trees and, high above the 
chateau, accessed by a secret 
passage, the round donjon 
(the tower or keep of a castle), 
from which there was an 
astonishing view of chalk out¬ 
crops and the Seine looping 
across flat Normandy fields. 

It was stunningly beautiful, 
but what added to the appeal 


Stephen 

Gardiner 

finds 

inspiration 
at a Normandy 
artistic colony 

was knowing that these scenes 
had been the Impressionists' 
inspiration. Everything 
started to look like a canvas in 
the Louvre. Images of famous 
paintings kept springing to 
mind: Pissarro'S Hay Gather¬ 
er, Monet’s S-shaped Poplars- 
on-the-Epte. We began to 
imagine today’s scenes 
through the Impressionists’ 
eyes: the Restaurant de la 
Baste at Vernon was trans¬ 
formed into a Renoir, the 
terrace of Bonnard’s house 
into one of his own paintings. 

Ctetime visited la Roche 
Guyon in 1885 and stayed with 
Renoir. We also visited 
Bennecourt a gem of a village 
on the Seine, to see Emile 
Zola’s house, where Cezanne 
painted. Braque, too. was 
drawn to this artistic colony. 
He punted the chateau from 
across the river during his 
Cubist phase in the 1900s. 

As we took a walk along the 
river we bumped into a 
woman who commented: “It’s 
paradise,” as she passed. It 
might have been a cliche, but it 
was a perfect summary. 



The Chdteau, la Roche Guyon ; by Georges Braque 
© ADAGP. Paris, and DACS. London, 1998 
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■ Getting there PSO Siena 
Line (0990 980980) has standard 
return Newhaven-Dieppe 

feres from £155 for a car and up to 
nine passengers; April to Sept, 
must be booked by May 31. 

■ Where to stay: Auberge Au 


Vieux (00 3313479 7006) in la 
Roche Guyon — run by the 
Conerets — has double rooms 
from £22. half-board. 

■ Further information: 
French Tourist Office (0891 
244123, premium rate line). 


. — Agatov aihfeMt Zm Darboctt! 

riO nights for the price of 7 
Praetor mobile homes from lust £295 
■nTANTMKTNOiaAVl 
TEL: 0181 841 6060 

«WwbltltJriHfec0 CO I# 
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Super Hotel 
with Pool 

Fabulous views 
Gatwick Flights 

call 

0181 241 5030 

Open 7 days m w ait 


THE BEAUTIFUL RIVER DOURO * 


Soiling with your car to Holiday France? 

Why drive ihekmg way luundwhen you can sail with ns. direct in Ifc in a ny N nrmandy and Spam? 
Our luxury cruise-ferries, with their award-winning service 
and value, la n d you closer to where you’d like to be. saving you wasted fuel ° r> ^ effort. 
And our huge range of self-catering and self-drive holidays and breaks 
offer you aU the finest pleasures of Hohday France and S pain 



brochures 0990 143 554 RiSf rv.a nos s i.vform.i i io.\ 0990 360 360 

OR S7-; 1 1 Ol R I R \\ ! 1 \ t . I \ / 


1998 Brochure range: Fmy Guide • Gilt Holidays * Holiday Homes & Hotels * luxury Camping Holidays 'Golf Breaks * Hotel Breaks 


Here is a wonderful travel opportunity tocruise 
the navigable length of the beautiful, unspoilt 
RjverDouro. Hidden away in liUle-visited North¬ 
ern Portugal the river reveals magnificent scen¬ 
ery. picturesque riverine ports, quintas and win¬ 
eries. Each port of call offers the unexpected and 
unusual whether it is the finely decorated tiled 
' murals of the station at Pinhao or the fine dra¬ 
matic cathedral at Lam ego. 

The journey includes a (light by scheduled airline 
from London Heathrow to Oporto followed by a 
seven-night cruise on board the lovely, recently 
refurbished MSAJtoDouro.The cruise calisat the 
port lodge towns of CaldasdeAregos, Regua, Barca 
d'Alva, Vega de Terron. Pinhao. Lamego. with an 
additional visits to Vila Real for the gardens of 
Solar de Male us and the wine lodges at Sao Salva¬ 
dor andJoaode Pesqueira (with an optimal excur¬ 
sion to the magn ificent ci ty of Salamanca across 
the border in Spain).The vessel returns toOporto 

with the return flight to London Heathrow. 

THE MS ALTO DOURO 
The AltoDouro has35 cabins, all facing outward 
with ensuitefetilities, air-conditioning and many 
having large picture windows. There is a large 
sunhriewing deck, bar/1 cumge and pleasant one 


8 DAYS FROM£850* 

including full hoard and excursions 
from Oporto to the Spanish border 
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sitting restaurant. Excursions are made as 
appropriate to the itinerary. 


DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

S»luida«. per person 
in j Iwmcdnn un the MntUe Deck 

JuneS, 13.27X1000-July 4.11.18,25£950 
Augusts. 15.294350 
Octobers 10.17.24,3151000 
Single ronmJE350- Top Deck£150 
Deluxe (Lower Deck)£195 
* Run-of-the-Ship limited offer - subject to 
availability' deduct £100 from the above prices 
(not available in October) 
MetbrUirlinsiaDiiailhiiiuglnd. Traghts'ucnnKmh- 
l ton on Uie 4lio[*iun>. lull Nurd.excumonviemcanfdcnihc 
rruuftrr. UK anurlurr Ux. Not i nrimWd: insurance, optwrul 
c'nirwflfu.orenea mpnrt taxes. bpLOurcumm Conditions trf 
Bttokinglavaibblroa rctiueillstull ipphiojH mcivaiionj. 

0171-6161000 

VF? 

VOYAGESjUlfS VERNE 

21 Dorset Square. London MW 1 6QG 
TmvIKnmUpraLhL WT.IVIMI JTOLVOB 
Internet http#mw.«jyxaak 
'Rit ^fiopjrcL<)rn .vtorab\' lo Fnifavlrun SinvSpm «ij n 

vrecWhjnJ Hundav k> tdcpbm iHmau.mtbm- 























*• ****** 


*-r-. - -ch 


y :r «-%:£ 

;' - 

r***? 

- -.iv.; 

- »* ;. ft 5!lV 
r .;~ v H 

K 4bn vTr“ r afl * 

nrj>-'**! I 

I 

-•“- :• 
"•'• ... “'3S i 
.-- .. ■■-«-'<!fc 
«- ;;:.”- ; »i^ i 

■ - - i 


.i •- . v ’ ■‘• ; “•.■:■ - 


I have the same nightmare 
each May. I am standi n ° 
cn a street so crowded ? 
cant move: everyone is 
i pushing and swearing it*s 
hat, humid and i feel (ike i'm 
about to die. Then I wake up 
I and realise... it's film festival 
r time in Cannes again, 
i ■ The Cannes festival (which 
this year runs from May 13 to 
May 24) is still the world’s 
premier film festival, and f ar 

many it can be absolute purea- 

rory- But if you are going, for 
$F not having spent the past six 
Mays on the Croisetre (the 
area where most of the action 
takes place). 1 feel sufficiently 
qualified to offer a survival 
jjuide to the festival and. more 
importantly, information on 
where to go when it all gets too 
much to handle. 

Arriving at Cannes during 
the film festival, you could be 
forgiven for thinking you'd 
turned up in a Battle of 
Agincourt theme park with 
Harvey Weinstein of 
Miramax playing Henry V, 
and the attacking army 
dressed in Armani, armed 
with the latest in digital phone 
technology. The French, it 
should be noted, are still 
putting up a good defence 
,£t behind hastily erected metal 
r barricades. 

"Hie castle under assault, 
and the official centre of the 
festival, is the Palais des 
Festivals, a particularly horri¬ 
ble concrete edifice nicknamed 
“the bunker" by the director 
Alan Parker (who almost de¬ 
stroyed it when he turned up 
the volume for a screening of 
The Wall and the roof began 
to fall down). All official 
screenings take place here, as 
well as most of the shoving, 
biting, cursing and general 
hooliganism that makes at¬ 
tending Cannes such a plea¬ 
surable experience. 


One hopeful meets a scrum of photographers. For most visitors, it is almost impossible to see the stars, “unless you have an industrial size telescope, or happen to be going out with lima Thurman" 

Join the movie melee... 
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T he only stars you will 
see at the Palais are 
likely to be the result 
of a camera lens hit¬ 
ting you on the head, as the 
crowds make it almost impos¬ 
sible to catch anybody dose 
up. unless you have an indus¬ 
trial-sire telescope or happen 
to be going out with Uma 
Thurman. 

But all is not lost The real 
action in Cannes takes place at 
the bars of the Croisette hotels. 

; The Majestic (0033 402987700) 
is.the hippest, with an outdoor 
patio populated by indie stars 
and a younger crowd. Further 
on, the Noga Hilton (402 
997000) is crammed with 
young pretenders — producers 
on the fringes of the big time. 
The Carlton (493 064006) is 
where the industry moguls 
stay, along with establishment 
Hollywood. Further east, the 
Martinez (492 987300) is more 
old-fashioned, a grand old 
dame for grand old dames 
such as Liz Taylor and Mich¬ 
ael Jackson. 


great value coach 
travel to europe's 
most exciting 
1 998 events... 
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Escape the festival throng at Bormes les Mimosas, left; the ultimate bolthole for the Cannes-weary is the thickly wooded island of Port-Cros. centre; or relax in Vence, once a popular artists' hang-out 
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I Cofcnd Garros, 

! Tennis (Paris) 25/5-7/6 

j Peris Day of Music 21/6 

I World Cup Football TO/6-12, 7 



j Swinging Festival 
'(Copenhagen) T-3T/5 

Roslcilde Rock 25-23/6 



Guinness Blues Festival 
(Dublin) 1 ' 3/ ^ 

Galway Film Festival 6-12/7 
Tour do France (Code) 13/7 


If you’re feeling really brave 
(and rich), head east to the Cap 
d’Antibes and the Hotel du 
Cap. This ttalianate villa was 
once home to F. Scott Fitzger¬ 
ald. who hosted parties for 
Charlie Chaplin. It's where the 
major deals are done, and the 
bar is populated by A-list 
Hollywood actors (making it 
the hardest to get into and the 
easiest to get thrown out of). 

In town, non-hotel action 
centres on two bars: Le Petit 
Majestic (6, rue Tony Allard, 
493 399492), which is usually 
full of Brit and Aussie inde¬ 
pendent film- _ 

makers com¬ 
plaining about ‘Car 
poverty; and Au 
Petit Carlton (93. jjfcp fh 
rue d’Antibes, 

493 392725) Q f Affl 

which is usually o 

full of American ,,^+U 1 
independent W1UI J 

film-makers WeiTV 
complaining tv tux. 

about poverty. A tj 
favourite restau- OCI 
rant with actors 
and directors is 
Mere Besson (13. rue des 
Freres Pradignac, 493 395924) 
which offers a £20 menu. 

The club scene is expensive 
(EI5 entry, drinks £30 a bottle) 
and revels in terrible music, 
but Park Avenue (493 432063) 
at 115. avenue des Lerins is a 
riot Eddie Murphy. Stevie 
Wonder and Quincy Jones 
once jammed here. Otherwise 
both La Chunga (493 941129), 


‘Cannes is 
like the Battle 
of Agincourt, 
with Harvey 
Weinstein as 
Henry V’ 


24. rue de Latour-Maubourge, 
and Zanzi Bar (493 393075). 85 
rue Felix Faure, seem to attract 
old men and young girls. 

So if you like getting shout¬ 
ed at by fat American ^.pushed 
around by moustachioed 
French police and moaned at 
by depressed British film di¬ 
rectors:. all this is for you. 

If. like me. you get nervous 
in crowds of sweating Califor¬ 
nians. head elsewhere. Get¬ 
ting away from the cinematic 
hordes is easy. West, past the 
Palais, are me appropriately 
named All6es de la Liberte, ah 

_ esplanade where 

old men play 
CS is boules and can¬ 

tankerous old 
Battle women sell pain 

bagnat — sand- 

court wiches of **8’ 

*“ UU1 L ’ tuna and lettuce 

arvpu >n massive buns, 

divey Two streets back 

_■ are the rests u- 

eiTl as rants of rue 

, t, Meynadier, 

y V which retains a 

local charm that 
““the rest of 
Cannes lost at about the time 
Umbrellas of Cherbourg won 
the Palme d*pr (1964). My 
favourite remains Aux Bons 
Enfants (no telephone) 80. rue 
Meynadier, for fish and veal 
(£10 menu). A younger, hip 
crowd hang out at Le Bistrot 
de la Galerie (493 399938). 4, 
rue Saint-Anioine (menu £15). 

True escape lies just off¬ 
shore, The lies des Lfirins are 


... or relax away from the crowds 


■ Nice tends to turn a snob¬ 
bish blind eye to the starry 
goings on half an hour down 
the road, and is therefore a 
good place to get away from 
talk of Pamela Anderson’s 
talents. Vieux Nice is seduc¬ 
tively Italian in fed with 
narrow streets and small 
vibrant restaurants. Hiding 
away at 38. rue Droite is 
Restaurant Acchianlo (493 
855116) serving Nipois dishes 
in a chaotic, friendly atmo¬ 
sphere (E30 for two). 

■ Biot, a small medieval 
village, is 20 minutes from 
Cannes but a world away 
from the festival frenzy. As 
birthplace of the chef, 
Auguste Escoffier. it has a 
long gastronomic tradition, 
continued by two fine restau¬ 
rants. the Auberge du Ja trier 
(493 651168) at 30. passage de 
la Bourgade (E30-E50 per 
person), and my personal 
favourite. Cafe des Arcades 
(493 650105) at 16, place des 
Arcades (£15 menu). Set 
under medieval arches, it 
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^ lie de Porquerolles 

serves outstanding Proven¬ 
cal fare. This is also a fine 
hotel, although the rooms 
are small (£30-£50 a double). 

■ Vence is less flash than 
neighbouring St-Paul-de- 
Vence, quieter and more 
typically Provencal. Its hilly 
beauty attracted artists like 
Dufy and Matisse, who deco¬ 
rated the chapel of the local 



two thickly wooded islands 
with pretty beaches and more 
history than a Merchant-Ivory 
flick, accessible from Cannes' 
Vieux Port- lie de Sainte- 
Marguerite is the prettier of 


the two with acres of wood¬ 
land and shaded paths. It was 
in the islands )7th-cemuiy fori 
that the so-called Man in the 
Iron Mask is supposed to have 
been imprisoned in 1687. He 


convent to thank the nuns for 
nursing him through illness. 
Admission is free. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 10am- 
1130am and ZJOpm-SJOpm. 
The Auberge des Seigneurs 
on Place du Frene was once 
home to Dufy, who painted 
the view from one of the 
bedrooms (£35 a double). It 
also serves a gargantuan 
seven-course dinner for £20. 


was the older brother of Louis 
XIV. a rogue doctor, an Italian 
diplomat or Leonardo di 
Caprio, depending on who's 
telling you the story. 

He Saint-Honorat is even 


■ Bormes-les-M imosas, sit¬ 
uated at (he heart of (he must 
beautiful and least spoilt 
stretch of the southern 
French coast, is a small 
hillside village of terracotta 
roofs and palm trees. It has 
stunning views to the sea and 
is within 20 minutes drive of 
the best beaches on the Cote 
d'Azur (at Cabasson to the 
west and St-Clair and Gigaro 
to the east). It also offers two 
simple hotel restaurants: La 
Terrasse (494 711522) at 19. 
Place Gambetta has double 
rooms for £20 and dinner for 
£15. The Bellevue(494 7II5I5), 
also on Place Gambetta, has 
double rooms for £18. On top 
of the hill, with great views, 
is the Grand Hotel (494 
712372k 167. rue du Baguier. 
which has a faded elegance 
(double rooms £35). 

■ The ultimate bolthole for 
the Cannes-weary is the 
thickly wooded island of 
Port-Cros, one of the three 
islands that make up the lies 
d’Hyeres off the coast of 


more secluded as it belongs to 
a monastery founded by Saint 
Honoral in the fourth century. 
The monks still sell honey and 
a strange aromatic liqueur 
called Lerina (the Greek name 


Bormes. Port-Cros is a nat¬ 
ional park and has no motor 
transport hence its tranquil¬ 
ity. It was here that 
D.H. Lawrence was told the 
story of an English lady who 
had an affair with a French 
labourer — the tale that 
became Lady Chatterleys 
Lover. The perfect escapists' 
hotel is Le Manoir (494 
059052) at the edge of the bay 
(£72-£87 per person per night, 
half board). The biggest is¬ 
land, lie de Porquerolles, 
boasts a luxury retreat Le 
Mas du Langoustier (494 
583009) (£96 - £120 per person 
per night, full board) and 
beautiful beaches, while the 
smallest He du Levant is 90 
per cent military zone, 10 per 
cent nudist colony. There 
must be a film in that 
somewhere. 

Ferries to the lies d’Hyeres 
leave hourly from La Tour 
Fondue (494 582181) for 
Porquerolles (£8 return), and 
five limes daily from Port 
d'Hyeres (494 574407) for 
Port-Cros and Levant. 


for the islands) made from 40 
different herbs. Ferries run at 
least once an hour to the 
islands (£5 rerum) from die 
Gare Maritime des lies de 
Lerins (493 391182). 
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■ Where lo stay: The Carlton Hotel. (493 064006) at 58, La 
Croisette. Less expensive is the Hotel Moliere (493 381616). 
5-7 rue Moliere (£54 a double). Budget Hotel National (493 
399192). S, Rue du Marechal-Joffre. is central with several 
rooms looking out to an airy courtyard (£25-30 a double). 
Head to Juan-les-Pins for more relaxed (and cheaper) 
accommodation. HOtel Les Mimosas (493 6104161 is a 
tranquil villa with swimming pool in a semi-tropical 
garden (£58 a double). 

■ Getting there: British Airways (0345 222111J has four 
fliphts daily (five on Fridays and Saturdays) from 
Heathrow fo Nice from £171 (excluding tax) return. EasyJet 
(0990 292929) flies from Luton to Nice four times a day from 
Monday to Saturday (three times on Sundays) and once a 
day from Liverpool, from El 10.70 return (including tax). 

■ Car rental: Suncars (0990 005566) offers one week’s car 
rental (group A) from Nice from E145 all-inclusive. 

■ Further information: for festival news contact the main 
fniirisVoffice in Cannes: telephone 493 392453 or fax 492 
S2S Guide books include The French Riviera (Michelm. 

e 8 99) and Pnnvnce and the Core d'Azur (Rough 
GuSS- £ 3 . 99 }. France: A Travel Survival Kit (Lonely 

Planet. £13.99). 

■ The international dialling code for France is 0033. 


A remarkable cruising event: 

Royal Viking Sun 
S. America holidays 
with 30% savings. 


Explore South America's fascinating cultures, 
scenic wonders and pulsating cities with 
Royal Viking Sun. You can experience her 
5-star luxury, style and sophistication on 
cruises ranging from 17 to 46 nights, all 
with remarkable 30% savings. Prices start 
from just £3298: 


To book sec your 
travel agent or call 
Cunard on: 

0870 6076070 

For a hrmllure 
quoting TIM/RV4 or 

01703 634166 

For reservations, 
w. cunard line, com 



Royal Viking Sun 
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Brits go Dutch 
to miss queues 




Schiphol Airport has just one terminal, making it easier for travellers to find their way around. More than five million Britons used Schiphol last year 


I t might sound like double 
Dutch, but Schiphol in 
Amsterdam would like to 
be Britain's number one 
airport An increasing number 
of British travellers are flying 
to Schiphol to connect with 
long-haul flights, rather than 
using Heathrow. 

The reason is simple. It is 
now possible to fly to Schiphol 
from 25 airports in Britain, 
including Inverness, South¬ 
ampton. Cardiff and Norwich. 
The latest addition was Shef¬ 
field. from where direct flights 
to Schiphol started in Febru¬ 
ary. Yet you can fly to Heath¬ 
row from only 11 airports in 
Britain. 

There are ten flights a day to 
Schiphol from Birmingham, 
eight from Stansted. seven 
from East Midlands and four 
each from Norwich, Bristol. 
Cardiff. Edinburgh and 
Newcastle. The number of 
British passengers flying to 
Schiphol rocketed by nearly 
one million last year to 5.4 
million, of which one-third 
were connecting to other 
flights. 

“We’ve been saying that irs 
easier to fly via Schiphol for 
long-haul flights from region¬ 
al airports in Britain for about 
20 years now,” a spokesman 
for Schiphol said. “We used to 
say that we were Britain’s 
third airport after Heathrow 


Amsterdam’s 
Schiphol Airport 
is luring British 


passengers from 
Heathrow, writes 
Steve Keenan 

and Gatwick, but these days 
some people see us as Britain’s 
number one." 

Most of the growth has 
come from regional airports in 
Britain as holidaymakers de¬ 
cide to bypass crowds, build¬ 
ing work and terminal- 
switching at Heathrow to 
enjpy Schiphol‘s user-friendly 
single-terminal airport 
KJLM, the Dutch national 
carrier, is cashing in. Last year 
KLM bought Air UK and 
rebranded Britain's third larg¬ 
est scheduled airline as KLM 
uk. It also owns Transavia 
(which flies between Gatwick 
and Schiphol) and now oper¬ 
ates from 21 British airports. 
KLM has developed a system 
that reduces connection times 
at Schiphol. and last month it 
scrapped its complicated fare 
structure in favour of three 
ticket types. Crucially, there is 
no extra charge for the short 


HEATHROW AND SCHIPHOL — HOW THE GIANTS COMPARE 



Costa Coffee at Heathrow 


SHOPPING 

Heathrow makes a huge amount of 
money from its retail activities — for 
example, more than 25 million 
bottles of perfume were sold at the 
airport last year, accounting for 10 
percent of all British perfume sales. 

In alt the airport has 400,000sq ft 
of retail space, with every traveller 
spending an average of £29. Shops 
include Harrods. Liberty and Bally. 

BAA operates BonusPoints. a 
loyalty card system in which money 
spent at commercial outlets in 
Heathrow and other BAA-run air¬ 
ports rewards customers with cash 
vouchers. 

Schiphol is renowned for its tax- 
free shopping centre and the ubiqui¬ 


tous ydlow “See, Buy, Fly” bags 
roam the globe. 

Within Europe, only Heathrow 
generates more shopping sales than 
SduphoL But plans to treble retail 
space by 2001 will still only give 
Schiphol 10 per cent of the shopping 
space that Heathrow now has. 

There are only 47. shops and, 
compared to Heathrow, they are 
shabby and tired. A big advantage is 
that connecting passengers beading 
for. say. Germany, can pay in 
sterling and receive their change in 
marks, with official bank rales used 
and no commission charged. 

Before passing passport control 
there is a plaza with a further 40 
shops open from 7am to 10pm. 


EATING 

Heathrow is vastly superior to 
Schiphol In Terminal L after pass¬ 
port controL facilities range from 
McDonald's through Costa Coffee 
and Pret A Manger to the Caviar 
House. Landside (before passport 
control), there is Harry Ramsdeo’s 
or Noon Indian restaurant 
The 52 outlets are checked daily 
by Egon Ronay inspectors and 
standards have improved. ■ 
Schiphol has only four bars and 
four restaurants. With the exception 
of the Top Lounge and La Foret, the 
choke is generally of the cheese roU 
and coffee variety. By 2001, the Top 
Lounge will ga to be replaced by 
McDonald’s and a “fbOdcourt", 


OTHER FACILITIES 
Showers are available at 
Heathrow’s Flight Connections 
Centre and in Terminal 3 (showers 
only available at Sdnphol in adjoin¬ 
ing hotels). 

A 15-minute high-speed rail link to 
Paddington is due to open in June 
from Heathrow (ticket price not yet 
set. but expected to be about £10). 

Schiphol has a casino, complete 
with blackjack and roulette, which 
relieves 700 travellers of their holi¬ 
day money daily. But a golf putting 
green that opened four years ago 
has dosed due to lack of interest. 

• Heathrow inquiries:0181-7594321 

• Schiphol inquiries:00316350 
34050 



from 
centre 


Kiss and Fly out of America’s tin shower 


P ilots call O’Hare airport the 
“tin shower" — because of the 
huge amount of metalwork 
dropping out of the sky at any one 
time. It is a well-deserved nickname: 
the Chicago airport is the busiest in 
the world. 

This airport has much to recom¬ 
mend it Gospel singers busk in the 
underground walkway, you can 
have a massage, a shoeshme, go to 
the dentist 

Kids on the Fly. a children's play 
area with simulated cockpits and 
jumbo-shaped play areas, is eye- 
catchingly placed at the heart of 
Terminal Two. 

The new Terminal One hall by 
Helmut Jahn, with its lofty steel- 
ribbed ca the dral nave, has a 
kerbside check-in, so you don’t even 
have to lug your baggage into the 
building. 

The set-down areas have been 
christened Kiss ‘N’ Fly, and out in 
the multi-storey car parks, each 
floor has been branded with the 
name of a football, baseball or 
basketball team and has its own 
signature music. The airport man¬ 


Andrew Eames reports from the world’s 
busiest airport, Chicago's O’Hare 


agement also offers a complimen¬ 
tary starter service to anyone who 
returns to their vehicle to find their 
battery or tyres flat 

But passing through O'Hare the 
other day. 1 couldn't help feeling it 
lacked something. At European 
terminals you can still glimpse the 
well-heeled. Gucci-wearing elite, 
leaving a lingering impression of 
national style as they sashay 
through. Compare thai with the 
O’Hare experience, where a busy 
rush-hour traveller is jeans-wearing 
and gum-chewing. Catching a plane 
in America is not much grander 
than catching a bus. 

Last year, 70 million passengers 
passed through, on 2^00 flights a 
day. Heathrow, number two airport 
in the world, handled 58.1 million 
passengers during the year, and 
MOO flights a day. 

There are basic similarities be¬ 
tween the two: a tendency to 


shoebox architecture: four termi¬ 
nals: and both are major hubs, with 
53 per cent of O’Hare* passengers, 
and 32 per cent of Heathrow's, 
changing planes to go on some¬ 
where' else. Heathrow hosts 97 
airlines: O’Hare 74. 

The key difference is size: Heath¬ 
row has two runways, while O’Hare 
has seven. 

B eing so runway-rich means 
that the latter has no problem' 
with flight congestion or de¬ 
lays. except when it is dosed by 
severe winter weather. Meanwhile, 
the average delay at Heathrow is 
currently 11 minutes, even with the 
extra time airlines generally add to 
expected flight time for jet-jams. 

Heathrow can daim to be the 
world’s number one in international 
terms; at O'Hare, a measly l per 
cent of passengers is travelling 
abroad. 



Chicago’s O’Hare has few pro Wans with delays 


Then there* the shopping. In 
O’Hare, it doesn't get much more 
sophisticated than Chicago Butts T- 
shirt stalls and McDonald*. In 
Heathrow, blink and they've added 
more boutiques. 

This is partly explained by the 
minimal flight-waiting time in 
O’Hare, but more important is a 


basic difference in management. 

• O’Hare is run by the city of Chicago 
to be a people-mover, not a money¬ 
maker. BAA is so commercially- 
minded that it even has its own 
whisky.- 

Both airports are self-financing. 
O'Hare* levy on the airlines at £1.80 
per passenger is its prindpa! reve¬ 


nue. For BAA. the operational 
revenue per passenger is £4.60, 
more than double O’Hare* but 
nevertheless one of the cheapest in 
Europe. But for BAA these opera¬ 
tional fees are still just a third of 
total income. The largest chunk (50 
per cent) comes from the airport 
shops, and the rest from property. 

But O’Hare is planning improve¬ 
ments: a cybenafo. a business 
centre, and more shops. 

O’Hare’s sheer size means that 
relations with the outside world are 
not as tricky as they are at Heath¬ 
row. But there has been some good 
PR. too. The airport soundproofing 
initiative has so far spent £211 
million on protecting homes and 
schools affected ty airport noise. It 
has also obliged airlines to phase in 
new. quieter, aircraft. 

W Andrew Eames travelled to Chicago 
wish British Airways (0345222111): return 
fares until May 31 from £299. He stayed 
in the Whitehall Hotel (001 312 944 
6300); rooms from £ lSty £210 per night, 
based on two sharing. O'Hare airport 
information: OOI 773 686 2200; Chicago 
tourism information: 001312 5678500. 


hop to Amsterdam for British 
passengers who have bought 
long-haul flights. 

Heathrow, needless to say. 
is not best pleased. “Schiphol 
is an airport that markets itself 
very aggressively," said a 
spokesman for BAA. which 
runs Heathrow. “Whether it is 
Frankfort. Paris Charles de 
Gaulle. Schiphol or Heath¬ 
row. there is tremendous com¬ 
petition to attract the transfer 
passenger in Europe." 

However, the spokesman 
bullishJy pointed out ihat most , 
of Heathrow* passengers 
have always come from the w 
southeast. “We are primarily 
here to serve the southeast 
market Heathrow is. if you 
like, one enormous local 
airport" 

Nevertheless, passenger fig¬ 
ures indicate that Heathrow is 
losing out and travel agents 
are increasingly singing the 
praises of the Dutch airport A 
spokeswoman for Traihinders 
said: “It is more convenient to 
go from your local airport 
than to come down to London.- 
KLM also doesn't charge more 
for flying from your local 
airport, while British Airways 
often does." 

In comparing Trail finders' 
prices last wed;, there was 
little to choose between BA j 
and KLM - despite BA Wf 
putting sharply-reduced pro¬ 
motional fares onto the mar¬ 
ket. Prices for flying from 
Newcastle to New York with 
BA (via Heathrow) were £277, 
compared to £305 with KLM 
(via Schiphol)- But in June, BA 
is charging £375 compared to 
£347 with KLM. 

A irports and airlines 
serving Paris and 
Brussels also want a 
slice of the market. 
Sabena now flies to Brussels 
from ten British airports, hav¬ 
ing added Birmingham last 
month. Stansted becomes its 
llth on May 17. Meanwhile. 

Air France has signed up 
several airlines to operate. ju 
flights on its behalf to Paris * 
Charles de Gaulle, where a 
new terminal with room for 
another 15 million passengers 
a year opened last month. 

Heathrow would like to 
fight back, but the problem at 
the moment is that it is foil, fn 
the year to March, Heathrow 
handled 58.1 million passen¬ 
gers. about four million more 
than it was originally designed 
to take. There is no room for 
new airlines and the public 
inquiry into a fifth terminal 
has been dragging on for 
three-and-a-half years (if ap¬ 
proved. T5 will not open until 
2004 at the earliest). 

“It is just ridiculous." Mich¬ 
ael Maine. BAA executive 
director, said. “All our rivals — 

Paris Charles de Gaulle. 
Schiphol and Frankfurt — 
have expanded. We are now 
struggling to keep up." M 

Meanwhile. Schiphol. with 
31 million passengers last 
year, plans to increase num¬ 
bers to 44 million by 2003, 
when an expanded terminal 
and a fifth runway opens. 

How will Heathrow cope? 

“We have been feeing competi¬ 
tion from Europe for years," 
the BAA spokesman said. "If 
we get the extra terminal and 
are able to keep our flight 
routes, 1 don’t think we face 
any major problems.” 




Because we serve airports all around the country there’s bound to be one dose to home. So when you fly with KLM uk, you 
fly with ease-fron any one of 18 airports direct to Amsterdam, and then onwards with our partners to over 400 destinations 
worldwide. Or on any of our routes around the UK or Europe. Call 0990 074 074 or 0990 750 900. Alternatively, 
visit our website at www.klmak-com or contact your local travel agent. With KLM uk, rushing is a thing of che past. 


From all over the UK, to all over the world. £ 
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B lack cattle graze on 
the high plateau of 
Central Anatolia. like 
fleas on a large 
brown rug. Flocks of sheep are 
watched by the occasional 
shepherd on a donkey. This is 
the Turkish heartland. The 
unemphatic panoramas are as 
endless and hypnotic as 
Middle America. 

But then the geology is 
suddenly shaken up. as if in a 
kaleidoscope. Abruptly, you 
are in the unbelievable 
landscape of Cappadocia. 

Here, tufa — soft volcanic 
stone — has been honed into 
fantastical shapes by the Asian 
winds and the winter rain. In 
the distance, you see the snowy 
peak of the now-sleeping vol¬ 
cano, Mount Erciyes. which 
deluged this countryside with 
ash millennia ago. But it is the 
foreground you can’t take your 
eyes off. The red, yellow and 
amber rock has been twisted 


Fantastic red, yellow and amber rock formations dominate the volcanic landscape of Cappadocia in Turkey’s heartland. Malevolent sprites were once said to carry off unsuspecting visitors who walked among the rocks 

Crazy turrets top the city of caves 


Deep in the Turkish heartland, 
Paul Barker discovers a hidden 
civilisation tunnelled beneath 
a fantastic, fragile landscape 


PICTURE LIBRARY 
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into crazy turrets, of seemingly 
impossible tallness and 
thinness. 

They are usually called 
“fairy chimneys". An old story 
says that people wandering 
among them were whisked 
away by assorted sprites. Bui, 
to my 20th-century eyes, they 
look both phallic and fungoid, 
like dubious toadstools in a 
Disney forest. 

Each high turret is usually 
topped by a slightly wider cap. 
This is the fragment of tougher 
stone which has prevented 
these islands of tufa from 
being wom down to ground 


level. For the time being, at 
leasL 

One of the eccentricities of 
Cappadocia is that you feel 
always to be in the presence of 
something evanescent. How 
much of this landscape will 
still be here in 100 years? Or 
even in 20? This is one 
compelling reason to catch it 
while it lasts. The danger 
comes not only from further 
climatic erosion, but also — 
let’s acknowledge it — from 
tourists. 


D uring the whole 
trip through Tur¬ 
key — across the 
Bosphorus bridge 
from Istanbul, on to Ankara, 
until we arrived at the Medi¬ 
terranean coast — 1 never saw 
any other Britons, but there 
were many French. Germans 
and Italians. Villages, lived in 
by herdsmen 15 years ago, are 
sprouting huge hotels. 

In Cappadocia, until recent¬ 
ly, many people lived in caves. 
The soft rock could easily be 
carved. Cliffs are still as 
pockmarked as a Swiss 
cheese. One village, Ortahisar. 
is wrapped round the base of 
an extraordinary raddled cone 
of tufa. With increased pros¬ 
perity, most caves have been 
abandoned. But 1 saw touch¬ 
ing anomalies, like a still- 
inhabited troglodyric house 
with a solar panel above for 
water heating, and a battered 
car parked outside. 

Cappadocia, however, is 
even more captivating below 
ground than above. It has 
always been a place of refuge. 
Underground “cities", of un¬ 
fathomable age, are tunnelled 
several layers deep into the 
tufa. Like many of Cappado 
da’s treasures, they were un¬ 
earthed surprisingly recently. 

I went into the Kaymakli 
underground city, only discov¬ 
ered in Itib4, past the usual 
Anatolian hugger-mugger of 
trinket-sellers and men play¬ 
ing serious games of back¬ 
gammon over glasses of apple 
tea. To begin with, it seemed 
like any modest cave. But then 
I plunged into room after 
room, down low sloping pas¬ 
sageways that would have 
delighted Alice’s friend, the 
White Rabbit. 

For fear of crumbling rock, 
you are only allowed into the 
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Homes were built into the rock in this formation in Cappadocia’s Uchisar Valley 


CAPPADOCIA FACT FILE 


■ Getting there: Paul Barker travelled with Tapestry 
Holidays (0181-742 0055V From May to October. Tapestry offers a 
three-night trip to Cappadocia for E700. including flights to 
Kayseri via Istanbul. B&B accommodation tin a cave hotel) and 
escorted tours. 

During the same period, ff ve-nighl toms are also available for 
£800, or seven nights for £840. The last night's accommodation 
may be in Istanbul, dependent on dates. 

■ Independent travel; Turkish Airlines (0171-766 4300) has 
flights to Ankara, via Istanbul, starting at £236 in May (Including 
taxes}. The price rises to £290 in July. Avis (0990 900500) has a 
week's car hire from Ankara airport in May from £201. including 
CDW and theft insurance, unlimited mileage and taxes. 

■ Must see: The Anatolian Civilisations Museum in Ankara 
is one of the few “must-sees" in this smog-bound city. It offers . 
magical sculptures, and pottery dating back to 6000 BC. 

■ When to travel: May and September are the best months to 
travel to Cappadocia; the weather is not as scorchingly hot os in 
the summer months. 

■ Reading: Turkey (Lonely Planet £12.99); Turkey (AA 
Explorer. E12.99V A Fez of the Heart by Jeremy Seal (Picador, 
£6.99) — a charming saunter into Turkish history. 

■ Health precautions: Inoculations advised: typhoid, tetanus, 
hepatitis A and polio. Take insect repeilant for mosquitoes. 

Drink bottled water. 

■ Red tape: Take a clean £10 note per person Tor visa at 
arrival airport. Turkish currency not acceptable. 


upper storeys. Much of the 
city’s space was probably de¬ 
voted to animals, sheltering 
from Anatolia’s endemic wars. 
But you suddenly come across 
a poignant little chapel, for 
example, with a sketchy cross 
still painted on the wall, and a 
little row of small oblong 
holes, for burying babies. 

In profoundly Muslim Tur¬ 
key. this was Christian coun¬ 
try. Thousands of Christian 
Greeks continued to live here 
until they were expelled to 
Crete in the 1920s. (Ataturk’s 
new republic was established 
after a ferocious Greco-Turk- 
ish war.) Turks, who had lived 
for centuries in Crete, were 
expelled by the Athens govern¬ 
ment to take their place. 


T he most evocative 
heritage of early 
Christianity lies in 
Cappadocia's 
network of cave churches and 
monasteries: tufa dug-outs for 
prayer and contemplation. 
The most celebrated are in the 
Goreme valley. The most frag¬ 
ile are in Zelve. where whole 
chunks of hillside have fallen 
away, leaving church interi¬ 
ors, a millennium old. exposed 
to the sky. 

Even in Goreme, I had co 
step around the restoration 
men. shoring up delicate struc¬ 
tures. Again, no one knows 
how much longer these 
wonders, which date back to 


the Byzantine era. will lasL 

The most perfect survivor is 
the Karanlik (or “Dark") 
Church, whose 11th-century 
murals still gleam. The Three 
Kings bow down with their 
golden bowls of gifts. Satan 
wriggles impotently at the 
bottom of the River Jordan as 
Christ is baptised. Judas leans 
treacherously across to carry 
out his betrayal. An extremely 
hefty grilled fish confronts the 
A preties as they sit down for 
their Last Supper. 

J was deeply moved by this 
ancient spectacle: piety glow¬ 
ing through the dark Other 
cave churches nearby all have 
their own fragments of glory. 
In the Yilanli ("Snake*! 
Church, for example, a red- 
suited Si George prods at a 
serpentine dragon with a rath¬ 
er flimsy spear. 

Painted high up on the walls 
of several churches, a mystery 
beetle is chewing on a corn¬ 
stalk. Is this a one-locust 
plague? 

in many paintings, the icon¬ 
ic faces have had their eyes 
scratched out by devout Mus¬ 
lims, for whom the graven 
image is a sacrilege. New 
churches, however, are being 
uncovered and it is thought 
there are at least a thousand 
altogether. 1 left with a prayer 
for the continued revelation of 
new marvels. In Cappadocia, I 
felt I was reaching down to the 
roots of our civilisation. 


ISTANBUL 
City Breaks £I7Jf 

(3 »f.« ill fin Ottoman house 
hised an B&B. Price includes 
next day city tour exd. lunch} 

available for May 
1998 departures' 
for more details CALL 


TixJvtvst {JnsjyiriKg- Visivnr... 
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TURKEY 

A Land Unique 
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Take part in wildlife and tourism projects on die Mongolian steppes this summer, riding the rough terrain with the nomads and helping to write a local guidebook 


Exploring 
the Steppes 

RIDERS with enthusiasm rather 
than expertise can help on wildlife 
and tourism projects on the Mongo¬ 
lian steppes this summer with 
Discovery initiatives (0171-229 9881). 
In the Hustaain Nuruu Reserve, two 
hours from Ulan Bator, holiday¬ 
makers will ride out on die powerful 
Przewalski horses with rangers 
monitoring their progress. 

At Renchinlumbe they will hdp 
nomads to produce a guidebook and 
at the Naadam Fair, July 10 and IL 
they can pit their skills against the 
locals in races, archery and wres¬ 
tling competitions. The three-week 
trip, leaving July 3, costs £2,495, 
wid) another from August 30 at 
£2,860. Prices indude flights, food, 
•guides, iuid accommodation. 

Boules history 

THE MOST fam¬ 
ous French ball 
game is not le foot¬ 
ball but the more 
dvihsed p&tanque 
or boules. It is 
thought to have 
originated earlier this century in 
southeast France, but actually dates 
bade to the Pharaohs. Stone boules 
have even been found cm Mesopota¬ 
mian archaeological sites, and 
wooden ones were in use in the 
Middle Ages. 

A new museum, Maison de la 
fotanque, cm the site of a former 


~ . i_ E by Jill Crawshaw 
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boules factory at Vallauris, prese n ts 
the game's venerable history, ex¬ 
plains the intricacies of preparing 
the perfect boules specimen and 
allows you to test your potential as a 
future champion. Who needs the 
World Cup? 

The Maison de la Fftanque (00 
334 9364 1136) is open from 9am to 
noon, and 2pm-6-30pra from Mon¬ 
days to Saturdays between April 1 
and September^). Price £2 (Fr20). 

■ CELEBRATINGher KNM& 
amumsaxyattheend of 
May and still going strong, Albion 
Is the last wasrkiiig survivor of the 
btodfrsaflcd trr.Tmg Wh er ries that 
used to ply tbe Norfolk a*d 
Suffolk waterways carrying 
cargoes of coal, salt, gram, 
molasses and ale. She now carries 
pas s en gers oa trips on the Broods. 
The price to lure the whole boat is 
£125 for a day, £2S0 for two days 
for up to t2 people. Sleeping 
accommodation is in hammocks in 
the bold. For her birthday, she wffl 
once again ddher ale to selected 
Broads pubs. Details available 
from flic Norfolk Wherry Trust 
(01603 505815). 


TRAVEL 
JOURNALIST 
OFTHE YEAR 


You can hire your own natanr 
luxurious skippered wfacntnMh. Safe 
Broads from Stakes ps®BTfffeiQ. 
White Moth, bulk m 1915 when tbe 
Broads were a popular adveid n rc 
pla ygro u nd for wealthy 
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Edwanfians, has been refitted by 
local oaflamcn to sleep up to ten 
people in comfort A two-night 
. weekend aboard costs from £635. a 
week from £1390. 

Sandsoftime 

FOLLOWING the trails biased by 
D.H. Lawrence, Freya Static and 
Lady Stanho pe, Regal Holidays 
(01353 777950) has new programmes 
in Jordan and Syria called foot¬ 
prints in the Sands of Time. Aimed 
attravrilers who want flexibility and 
local contact, travel is by dtauffeur- 
driven vehicle or self drive hire car. 
There is a chance to have dinner 
with archaeologists, lunch in a 
villagers home or share a meal with 
a nomadic Bedu family—eating, at 
course, with the rigit hand onfy. 

A 14-day “Fables of the Desert and 
Castles” tour entirdes Syria, faflowr 
.ing anrieut caravan routes from 
Aleppo to Damascus, from Lattakia 
on the coast to Esltoyra in the 
eastern desert and from the Euphra¬ 
tes to the Roman city of Bosra. 

The cost is from n.429 per person 
in groups of five, or QJ39 each in 
groups of two, including flights, car 
travel, half-board accommodation 
in four and five-star hotels and 
enhan c e fees. A five-day "Tales of 
Two Cities" break to Petra and 
Jerash in Jordan on a similar basis 
costs between £599 and £679. 


old souk in 


tactile 

Syria 


A" NEW idea in Andahxtia from 
Mumfi Color (0171-828 6021) should 
fire the enthusiasm of would-be 
: potters! It is a three-day "Primitive 


Pottery" course in Capfleira, a 
pretty village in the Alpujarras. First 
you go up into the mountains to 
choose your day (the famous Tierra 
Rqja), then you team how to hand- 
mould it and create your own 
masterpiece using traditional, centu¬ 
ries-old techniques. A visit to an 
andent workshop with a wood- 
burning kiln of Moorish design, 
walks in the hills, tuition and daily 
picnics are included in the price of 
£150 (course only; this price excludes 
travel and accommodation). 

Mundi Color offers several hold, 
and self-catering holidays near by; a 
week in a rustic three-star hotel in 
the village of Bubion, an hour's drive 
from Granada, costs £446-£536 (ex¬ 
cluding the course) for flights and 
B&B accommodation. The price 
indudes car hire. 

■ USING tea-house lodges 
opened by enterprising . 
Ncpakse on popular frekking 
routes, Himalayan Kingdoms 
(0117-923 7163) has introduced four 

Tea House Treks, supplying its 

own En glish -speaking guides and 
Sbexpa cooks. The treks range 
from a 31-day Everest and Cho Oyu 
Expedition (££«B) to a 21-day trek 
from Kaligandalri Gorge to 
Jomsom (EL495) which follows 
mule train routes to Mustang, 
lakes in the world's deepest gorge 
and offer* dose-ups of some of the 
Himalaya's hipest peaks. 
Participants should be fit Prices 
aadndc flights, accommodation 
and most meals. 

Tmvd articles in Tbe Tunes since January 
1998 are on our Internet site:"most rector 
links on hdp://wwwJhrthm co.uk 


■ CARIBBEAN ESCAPES 
(0171-581 3517) is offering 13 
nights in Jamaica for the price 
of seven, departing on May 10- 

Room-only accommodation at 
Round Hill hotel or villas in 
Montego Bay costs £992 per 
person- Departing from 
Heathrow, transfers and taxes 
are also included. 

■ THE Carol Cass Quintet 
Christian Christl and 
Tommie Harris will all be 
taking part in MSCs (0171-637 
2525) Jazz Cruise, departing 
on May 10. The seven-night 
cruise, calling at Palermo. 
Palma, Barcelona and Mar¬ 
seilles, has been reduced to 
£499 per person. The price 
includes a twin cabin, full 
board, entertainment return 
flights bum Stans ted or 
Heathrow, and taxes. 

■ PEOPLE in Miami claim it 
only has one season: summer. 
Fly there with Bon Voyage 
(0800-960 7089) for E293 pet- 
person. including tax, until 
May 31. Flights depart daily 
from Gatwick; stay must in¬ 
dude a Saturday night 


■ VISIT the Turin Shroud 
which is on display for the 
first time in 20 years. Cresta 
Holidays (0990 561814) is of¬ 
fering weekend breaks up to 
June 14. Three nights' B&B 


starts at £403 per person, 
including return flights from 
Heathrow, departing on Fri¬ 
days. Transfers are not in¬ 
ducted. Entrance to the 
Shroud is free, but you must 
book a time and date before¬ 


hand: telephone 0600 967951. 


YOU take your curry 
seriously, a Taste of Asia 
weekend in Leicester might be 
for you. From May 8-10. 
Leicester Promotions (0116-254 
7400) is offering two nights' 


B&B at a choice of six hotels, 
two evening meals at award¬ 
winning restaurants,, a shop¬ 
ping tour and a day's course at 
the Asian Cookery School 
■ starring at £143 per person. 

■ TRAVEL 6 la Carte (01635 
20114(9 has reduced its prices 
to the tiny Greek island of 
Skiathos. One week's self¬ 
catering at the Maria Studios 
has been reduced from £299 to 
£249 per person, departing on 
Wednesday from Gatwick; 
KaravoLsakisma House bas 
been reduced from £379 to 
£329 per person. Transfers 
and taxes are also included. 


■ TRAVEL overland across 


East Africa: Kumuka's (0171 
937 8855) Gorillas and 

Gameparks tour departs from 
Nairobi on May IS, and re¬ 
rums to Nairobi on June 11. 


Big game, forest treks and 
visits to endangered gorillas 
are included in the tour 
through Kenya, Tanzania and 
Uganda; white-water rafting 
is on offer for the fearless. The 
four-week, aJMridusive four is 


£1,115 per person. Flights are 
not included, but can be 
arranged through Kumuka. 


■ A SHORT break m Ma¬ 
drid starts at £159 per person 
with Time Off (0990 846363). 
Two nights' B&B at the Hotel 
(Hiper with a complimentary 
drink and tapas. return flights 
from Heathrow daily, trans¬ 
fers and taxes are included. 


Joanna Hunter 



CHARTER airlines are still not doing 
enough to prevent flight delays, despite 
recent improvements m average waiting 
times, according to tin Air Transport 
.Users Council (AUC). Tom Chessfryre 
■rites. Latest figures from the Qvil 
Aviation Authority show that more char¬ 
ier flights operated mi time at British 
airports during October, November and 
December last year than they did during 
Jfce s ame period in 1996. 

■pie most marked improvements were 
■Manchester Airport, where therewas a 
^ per cent increase in charter flights 
arriving cm time, and at Gatwick. which 
had a 4 per cent rise — 59 per cent of 
flights returned within 15 minutes of their 
schofoled times at Manchester and 56 per 
cent at Gatwick. 

However, Philip Martin, director gen- 


Airline 
delays still 
too long 

era] of the AUC, said that the overall 
length of delays is still too long — the 
average delay for charter flights in 1997 
was 37 minutes. - 

He said too few airlines have back-up 
planes to cover mechanical problems, and 
not enough airlines are making use of air 


.traffic control information to re-route 
flights to avoid congested areas. 

“There is an upward trend-of flights 
being delayed fix 1 long periods despite 
recent improvemails in air traffic control 
systems. We think akfines need to make 
an increased effort* 4 Mr Martin said. 

Charter airlines have responded by 
claiming that better plans are bemg put in 
place to deal with delays this summer. A 
spokeswoman for Caledonian Airways 
raid: "We have had apoar record over foe 
past two years, but have made vast 
im pro ve m ents this yeitr. inducting the 
introduction of an extra back-up piane." 

A spokeswoman for Britannia Airlines, 
which had the best reawtl in a delay table 
produced by the AUC last year, said: "We 
are constantly looking at ways to improve 
punctuality." 


Waiting for the animals 



On Grand Cayman the powder white sand of Seven- Mile Beach s helv e s gently jU/KKk _■-_. 

into a turquoise sea. Paradise continues in Cayman Brae with its parrot reserve and 

unrivalled snorkelling and diving, And in Little Cayman, with a population of only — 

70 people, yoa’fl think the island belongs to you. 

In tins friendly British Crown Colony in the Caribbean, relaxation is our way 

of * 4 ouk> omwi - cmw^uc-Lrnuo 

British Airways fly direct three times a-week. And holidays start from only 01777 
£649 for one week. 
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0171-491 7771 


Queues are the 
rule in Disney's 
new park. So get 
there early, says 

Simon Veness 


B ritons who-hope to go 
to Disney’s new Ani¬ 
mal KmfpJom in Flori¬ 
da. which opened ten days 
ago. will have to plan their 
visits carefully to avoid enor¬ 
mous queues. 

So many people were queue¬ 
ing outside the $900 million, 
50G4cre Arrimal Kingdom on 
its first day that it was forced 
to open an hour early, at 6am 
— and the gates were dosed 
just73 minutes later, when the 
25.000 rapacity was reached. 

Bob Lamb, Animal King¬ 
dom vice-president, said they 
were “giddy" at the- reception. 
Queues had built up before 
dawn. The 6,000-venide car 
park was full by 7am, and the 
first family through the gates 
had started queueing at 9pm 
the previous evening. 

With upwards Of half a 
million British visitors expect¬ 
ed in central Florida this 
summer, those intending to 
visit the Animal Kingdom are 
strongly advised to adopt one 
of two strategies to avoid 
-standing in queues for nearly 
two hours for the main 
attractions. 

Opening hour is 7am every 
day, but there is a degree of 
flexibility as crowds bimd up, 
and a 630am arrival is not too 

early. Alternatively, with the 
Crowds tending to tail off in 
mid to late afternoon, a 3pm 
arrival should guarantee a 
modicum of queueing comfort. 
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^ 6151 Swann into me new SOO^cne safari and fur, pa* in Honda 


although that allows only five 
hours to take in the park’s 
wide-ranging attractions. 

However, mid-afternoon, 
with temperatures hitting OOF, 
is also the worst time to tiy the 
Animal Kingdom's landmark 
ride, the Kilimanjaro Safari, 
as many of the animals seek 
shade. Early evening offers a 
better prospect of seeing them 
in this African savannah. 

' The Kilimanjaro Safari 
.came third in terms of visitor 
appeal among the three princi¬ 
pal attractions. An early poll 
indicated a split for first 
between the dinosaur-infested 
thrill ride. Countdown to Ex¬ 
tinction, and the eight-minute, 
3-D film show. It’s Tough To 
Be A Bug!, both of. which 
exhibit. Disney’s 

“imaginecring" skills at their i 
highest- . . 


A number of families com¬ 
mented on the more relaxed 
and eco-friendly nature or the 
park as a whole, in contrast to 
the more intense hustle and 
bustle of Orlando's other main 
attractions. 

. After the death of 12 animals 
in the run-up to the park's 
launch, a two-week investiga¬ 


tion by the American Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture exonerat¬ 
ed Disney's operating 
methods. 

pie company also revealed 
a $384 million profit on sec¬ 
ond-quarter revenue, with the 
theme parks contributing $271 
million. Total revenue was 
$5.24 billion. 


worldcovek 


ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE, 

CALL U S ON 0 SQQ 365 121 
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Bdinria Rhodes was one of the few visitors allowed into the Tiger’s Nest monastery, now destroyed by ire PoiSOIl 


Spain 
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\Y <J£.jr_7^?®-^* lce of Wales painted a view of the monastery on his visit to Bhutan in February 

‘Terrible omen’ 
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. ti has destroyed the monastery that 
;jA | J was painted by the Prince of Wales 
91 " during his visit to Bhutan three months 
;.JL- ago. The 1,200-year-old temple of 
' Taktsang, also known as the Tiger’s Nest 
: monastery and one of the most imponanr 
Buddhist shrines in the Himalayan kingdom, 
burnt, down two weeks ago. Even more 
upsetting, most of its ancient paintings and 
statues were destroyed. 

The monastery is the seat of the country’s 
spirituality, where Padma Sambhava, Bhutan's 
legendary founding saint, landed after flying 
from Tibet on a tigress's back to bring 
Buddhism to the country. Some Bhutanese 
believe the fire is a terrible omen for the nation’s 
future. 

British tour operators this week expressed 
sadness. A spokeswoman for Steppes East 
which sends about 50 holidaymakers to Bhutan 
each.year, said: “It is a terrible shame that 
Bhutan has lost such an important part of its 
heritage. We used to send visitors to view the 
monastery from across the valley — people were 
finJy rarely allowed to visit it. Fortunately, 
Bhutan has lots of other monasteries, so there is 
still plenty to see." 

At this stage, nobody is sure exactly how the 
fire started at the temple, which is attached to a 
rock face that rises 3.000ft above the valley floor 
and is situated about 25 miles from Thimphu. 
Bhutan’s capital. Some believe it was caused by 
lightning, while others say the probable cause 
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was an oil-lamp that got accidentally knocked 
over without anyone noticing. 

King Jigme Singye Wangchuk has ordered 
the rebuilding of the monastery as soon as the 
search for relics among the debris has been 
completed. It will be built in traditional style 
and. as a marker of where the sacred cave lies, 
the Bhutanese will consider it as good as the old 
one. 

1 visited the temple a year before Prince 
Charles — who painted it from across the valley 
without actually going inside. I was extremely 
fortunate to be one of the few tourists ever to 
have been granted entry. Normally temples are 
dosed to outsiders, partly to prevent damage 
and theft but also to stop vendors gathering at 
the doors. 

I found it a profoundly moving experi¬ 
ence. I was shown statues of Buddha. 
Padma Sambhava and the tigress, ancient 
Buddhist shrines, the entrants to a sacred 
cave in which a monk is said to have meditated 
for three months: I was also given holy water. A 
silhouetted monk was perched precariously in a 
glassless window calmly humming mantras, 
unconcerned about the 700-metre drop below. 

For visitors, one of the country’s biggest 
attractions has gone for ever. Sadly for 
Bhutan’s tiny tourist industry, monastery fires 
are accidents waiting to happen. All it takes is a 
yak-butter lamp overturned by the swish of a 
monk’s robe — it is all too easy to imagine. 
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TOUR operators are dowih 
playing tile risks to tourists in 
southwest Spain posed by the 
spillage of highly toxic mining 
waste into rivers around the 
Donana National Park. Jean¬ 
nette Hyde writes. 

The Spanish Tourist Office 
is telling tourists that the 
region — which includes Ca¬ 
diz. Seville. Huelva and the 
Costa de la Luz — is safe, 
despite consumer warnings 
that poisons could find their 
way into local produce. The 
tourist board said: “There is 
no need for visitors to wony. 
The government is monitoring 
the situation." 

Yasmin Sethna, spokes¬ 
woman for the tour operator 
Magic of Spain, said: “The 
Foreign Office in London has 
not issued a warning but we 
are in dose contact with them 
and our staff in the affected 
area in case anything 
changes.” She said worried 
visitors should drink bottled 
wafer and avoid fruit and 
vegetables sold on the street. 

The national park is known 
for its birdlife, but only a few 
overseas tourists visit it each 
year. 

Dancing 

Princess 

THIS week an unsubstanti¬ 
ated rumour on the Internet 
d aimed that the glass disco, 
suspended off the stem of the 
new cruise ship Grand Prin¬ 
cess. had fallen off, Jeannette 
Hyde writes. But Princess 
Cruises, the ship’s owner, 
declares there are no problems 
and the superliner will make 
its maiden voyage on May 14 
out of Southampton. Gwyn 
Hughes, managing director of 
Princess Cruises, said: “There 
is no problem at all. I can 
assure you the rumour is not 
true. We antidpate a prompt 
delivery and people are pack¬ 
ing their bags to go." He 
expects passengers to be 
“wowed" by the disco. 


Where in the world 
shall we go next year? 


assur ^l' ou *ne rumour is no 

The 1.200-yearold temple of Taktsang, also known as the Tiger’s Nest monastery, built into a rock face 3,000ft high “wowed" bjTthe disco. 

Hand over your money right now 

D o you know where you who have to travel during the 
want to go on holiday school holidays and who 
in August? No, not therefore, quite sensibly, book 


Tour companies 
are encouraging 
| us to book now 
for 1999, says 

- , - d + 'jh S r . . . . 

<*.TomChesshyre 
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- urnmer 1999 may be a 
^ long way off, but Brit- 
hJ ant's leading package 
tour operators this week is¬ 
sued brochures for those who 
I like to plan their holidays well 
iri advance. 

! li is the earliest ever across- 
the-board brochure launch — 
last year a few operators 
published in ea rly May — and 
f discounts are on offer for those 
S ..who book soon. Tour opera- 
, itors claim holidaymakers are 
jj’-'willing to organise trips more 
| than a year ahead in order to 
5 take advantage of early-book- 
I ing incentives and also to 
, ensure that they reserve the 
z best accommodation, 
s First Choice has free holi- 
5 days for children and savings 
i of up to £ISO per couple for 
j . next summer's trips booked 
! before June 30 this year. Jt has 
also launched its first cruise 
programme, following in the 
footsteps of its main rivals. 
Thomson and Airtours. 

"Jt is the first time we’ve 
produced alt our brochures so 
early," said a spokeswoman. 
“We - have some customers 
who are able to plan well in 
Jradvance. The main reason 
people book so early is that 
they want particular accom¬ 
modation in a specific week." 

Airtours also offers free 
holidays for children as well as 
■ savings of up to £100 per 
couple at bookings made be- 
, fore June 30. Sunworld has 
! free travel for Ihe first child 










Bedtime reading for organised holidaymakers 


and discounts of up to £60 on 
holidays booked before the 
end of May. Unijet has sav¬ 
ings of £100 per couple and 
free places for children on 
short-haul holidays on book¬ 
ings made before June 15. 

B ritish Airways Holi¬ 
days announced this 
week, that customers 
can book its 1999 Caribbean 
holidays at this year's prices, 
and offered £50 discounts on 
certain trips. These offers will 
stop when the new brochure 
comes out in the summer. 

Surprisingly. Thomson. 
Britain’s largest tour operator, 
is not offering any early book¬ 
ing incentives. ‘But we’ve got 

some good year-round offers. 
• tike free child places for every 
family on our Skytours holi¬ 
days," said a spokeswoman. 

This week also saw Virgin 
Holidays launch its first pro¬ 
gramme of Mediterranean 
summer holidays for 1999 


' Previously Virgin had con¬ 
centrated on long-haul desti¬ 
nations such as America and 
foe Far East. There are no 
special offers for early book¬ 
ings, but free child places are 
available. At Thursday's 
launch, Richard Branson said: 
“Our aim is one day to be in 
foe top three tour operators in 
Europe. Our reputation across 
the Atlantic is already strong." 

Some travel agents are 
teaming up with operators to 
offer early booking incentives. 
Going Places has up to 25 per 
cent off some holidays: Thom¬ 
as Cook also has up to 25 per 
cent off. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Association of British Travel 
Agents, which represents 
agents and tour operators, 
said. "Ail these deals are proof 
that selling trips early is 
popular with the public 
People are much more 
organised these days when it 
comes to booking trips." 


D o you know where you 
want to go on holiday 
in August? No, not 
this August, next August? 1 
haven’t even sorted out this 
summer yet but, as Tom 
Chesshyre reports cm this 
page, all foe big holiday 
companies put their summer 
1999 brochures on sale this 
week, so some people must 
know where they want to go 
next year. 

I have to take my hat off to 
anyone who can plan so far in 
advance. Not only do they 
need to have the cash for a 
deposit, but they are deciding 
where to go nett year before 
they have taken this year’s 
holiday, foe success or failure 
of which might influence their 
future choice of destination. 

Obviously the operators are 
targeting families, who know 
the son of thing they want 


TRAVELLER'S 

TIP 
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loney ptonec 


AS so many suitcases look 
similar, to help identify your 
own bag on the luggage 
carousel, fix strips of coloured 
self-adhesive tape to it Fixing 
travel labels or other stickers 
on the case will also help it to 
stand out — Tom Brandon, 
Dunstable 

■ Sendvour suggestion, in no 
more than 75 words. on a post- 
conj to: Traveller's Tip, The 
Tunes Travel Desk , / Penning¬ 
ton Street, London El 9XN. 
with your name and address 
and 'daytime telephone num¬ 
ber. If yours is published, you 
will win a Lonely Planet 
guidebook and phrasebook. 


who have to travel during the 
school holidays and who 
therefore, quite sensibly, book 
early to ensure they get their 
first choice of accommodation. 

But what was wrong with 
everyone launching their bro¬ 
chures in September, as hap¬ 
pened until a couple of years 
ago? It was the perfect time to 
catch us — just back from our 
summer break and, as au¬ 
tumn drew in, already dream¬ 
ing about the next But from 
foe holiday companies’ point 
of view, there is a serious flaw 
in this plan — they cannot get 
their hands on our cash halfas 
early as they would like. 

RICHARD Branson’s derision 
to sell summer holidays in the 
Mediterranean is good news. 
Virgin's innovative service on 
its airline shook up foe compe¬ 
tition on long-haul flights — 


TRIPWIRES 



by Oath 
Urquhart 


TRAVEL EDITOR 


let?s see if it can do the same 
for foe package holiday. Who 
knows, it might not be long 
before the directors of Thom¬ 
son. Airtours and the rest start 


sporting dodgy jumpers and 
launching a range of balloon¬ 
ing holidays. 

BUTLIN’S did the right thing 
this week and knocked down 
some of its grottiest chalets, 
while also opening two new 
holiday . villages at its 
Skegness centre. The company 
is spending £139 million on 
improving accommodation at 
Minehead. Bognor Regis and 
Skegness — and not before 
time. A couple of years ago. 1 
went to Bognor Regis Butlin’S 
with a group of friends for a 
themed Seventies weekend. 
The concept worked brilliant¬ 
ly: our dhalet had dearly not 
been deaned since 1976 and 
the carpet squelched with 
years-of accumulated grunge. 

Button's has had a bad press 
recently over allegations of 
drink and drugs excesses on 


site. Frankly. I am not sur¬ 
prised. We had to knock bade 
half a bottle of Jade Daniel's 
each to steel ourselves to sleep 
in the surroundings. 

1 HAILED a black cab foe 
other night and found myself 
in the new model now hitting 
London’s streets, foe TX1. 
whose retro styling gives it a 
rather cheeky look. By my seat 
I found a panel of controls for 
foe passenger that would put 
Concorde to shame. 

One new feature is an 
intercom switch which means 
you can start or cease commu¬ 
nication with the driver. Mine 
started to moan about road¬ 
works, so I hit the buttons. It 
was too good to be true. 
Realising he was losing his 
audience, he simply pulled 
open the glass partition — and 
carried on talking. • 


LAKE COMO & ADRIATIC CRUISE 

INCLUDING TWO DAYS IN VENICE ON CRUISE 

A week at the 4-star Grand Hotel Menaggio on Lake Como on halfboard and a week-long cruise from 
Venice around the 1000 islands off the Dalmatian Coast to the Pearl of the Adriatic Dubrovnik 

Thiswonderfiil summertime journey combines the J4 NIGHTS FROM £795 DEPARTURE DATES dc PRICES 


I hiswonderfui summertime journey combines the 14 NIGHTS FROM £795 

beauty of the Italian Lakes with visits to Verona. 

Venk^and a week-long cruise through the thousand 
islands off the Dalmatian Coast The journey com¬ 
mences with a flight from Heathrow with British 
Midland to Venice and on to Menaggio on the shores 
of Lake Como for the next seven nights at the 4-star 
Crand Hotel Menaggio. Then drive viahistoric Verona 
to Venice where we board the MV Dalmatia for aweek- 
iongcruise abound the spectacular 1185 islands, islets 
and reefs of the Dalmal ian coast This unique combi- 
rnttianof natural beauty ismatched only by masterful 
architecture of foe magnificent cities and harbours 
along foe route from Venice, Pula, Split and Du¬ 
brovnik. On foe return to Venice fly to Heathrow. 

THE MV DALMATIA 

Under the management supervision of our associates 
in Switzerland to ensure high standards of.service, the fitness centre, laundry, entertainment 
vessel comes equipped with the latest navigational lounge and swimming pool There are 
aids, stabilisers, safety certified ’Solas 2000’ and was ]42 cabins all with ensuite facilities 


DEPARTURE DATES 6 PRICES 

1 Saturdays - per penon in a twi n *t hotel and cabin a* bekm* 
May9. Z6.23.30-Jun6.13,20.2?-Jul 4.11.38,25 
Aug 1. a 15.22.29-Sep 5,12.19.26-Oct3.10 
Roir-of-the-Sli^K Inside only£795 
LowerDede Inside 4 bed£845 - Outside 4 bed£925 
inside 2 bed£975 - Outside 2 bedJEl045 
Han Deck Inside 2 bed £1085 - Outside 2 bed£1200. 
Upper, Promenade and Sun decks on application. 
Single Supplement - plus 40% of the above prices 

I acMt£tiaRq>wlaUoii pari cten&int departure tax. hafflxMn) m 
Ctm&M)bnrdeacnBte.lWb>atM-&OKaatoimovffias 
amort tax. insurance, lips.O ut currenlCaiuUiandtof Bocdanj lawil- 
WMmrtquettlshanappyloill rtservalians. 

0171-6161000 


vy 


VOYAGESJUIES VERNE 
21 Dorsel Square. London NW1 6QG 

TrardPnmotiomUd ABavmiATOLVOB 


refurbished in 1997, displaces5,650 tons, withsatel- spreadoverSdecksandsheisfullyair- 


liteco mm uni cations, one sitting restaurant, two bars, conditioned. 
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„• a tout thb remarkable journey tkrougL kiln land that time forgot, call Orion/-Express Trains <§? Creases on 0171 805 5100 (weekdays only) or our brochure line 0870 607 6077 (anytime). 





















Tomorrow, cyclists tour the Isle of 


Wight. Nicholas Roe, still saddle 


sore, warns them what to expect 


Cyclists of all ages go to the Isle of Wight to view the spectacular scenery and pit themselves against the rugged terrain in the 65-mile Island Randonnde, held tomorrow 


R IGHT, let’s review 
the things that went 
wrong. 1 got lost I 
got rained on. 1 lost 
something (the map). And my 
bum hurts. Taking all these 
things into consideration, 
what exactly was the point of 
trying to cycle round the Isle of 
Wight in a day? 

Chugging over on the ferry 
from Portsmouth under a 
sunny sly, yachts scattering in 
front of us, it seemed a great, 
almost natural thing to do. 

Thau presumably, is why a 
thousand or more cyclists will 
whizz off on the same journey 
at 9am tomorrow, when the 
annual “Bicycle Island 
Randonnee" sets them pedal¬ 
ling round the 65 miles of 
coastal lanes. There will be 
kids, pot-bellied dads, even 
grannies on one-speed 
Raleighs. 


You can do It too. if you like. 
Just turn up at any of the seven 
checkpoints — at Alverstone. 
WhitweU. Brook. Yarmouth, 
West Cowes, Havenstreet and 
St Helens — pick up a free 
map and off you go. At the 
journey's end, you can fork out 
£1.80 for a commemorative 
badge if you want. But why do 
it at ail? 

The first pan of the answer 
came as I unbuckled my bike 
from the back of the car in a 
lay-by near the ferry port at 
Fishbourne. The island 
seemed big but manageable at 
this point, quite pleasantly 
daunting. With my wife and 
children looking on I fefu 
unusually, heroic. Tucking my 
trousers into my socks I 
mounted up and cycled off. 

The great tiling about start¬ 
ing the round-island route at 
Fishbourne is that although 


you begin on the noisy main 
road, you have an opening 
downhill run. which was fan¬ 
tastic. Sure, I soon discovered 
that there are many hills on 
the Isle of Wight in fact 
experienced cyclists say the 
Randonnee is harder than the 
London to Brighton bike ride: 
But starting off in the north, 
you don't notice that at first 


P artly irs because the 
hills are gentler here, 
but also, during the 
opening few miles, I 
was too absorbed by the 
“wow!” factor to care. Biking 
makes you part of the land¬ 
scape and. on the Isle of 
Wight it- swiftly became clear 
that that is a good thing. 

This diamond-shaped is¬ 
land is made up of two distinct 
moments in time. The tacky 
here-and-now is apparent in 


AUTUMN 

CRUISE 

OFFER 

The Eastern Mediterranean, 
Suez Canal & Red Sea 
Aboard Aegean I 


Join Voyages of Discovery this Autumn for 
a memorable 11 or 12 day cruise and enjoy 
the opportunity to visit some of the most 
fascinating sites and cities in the world - the 
rose-red city of Petra, Luxor, Karnak and 
the Valley of the Kings, Damascus, Jerusalem, 
St_Catherines Monastery in die Sinai Desert, 
Cairo fc the Pyramids, Ephesus... 

Aegean 1, which is exclusively chartered by 
Voyages of Discovery for British passengers on 
these cruises, is a friendly, comfortable ship, 
with a maximum of 650 passengers. All cabins 
are bright, modem and comfortably furnished 
with two lower beds or a double bed. 

Book your cruise before 31st May 1998 and 
enjoy all half and full day excursions included 
in your fare or savings of up to £400 per 
person. Fares from just £1299 per person for 
11 days include return flights from Gaiwick 
or Manchester, all port and airport taxes, 
all meals and entertainment on board, 
an informative programme of talks on the 
places we visit and overseas transfers. 

7 night 'Red Sea Adventure departing I7lb November 
and Spring ‘99 itineraries also available. 

For further details call us now: 

24 hour brochureline 01293 433041 
Reservations 01293 433030 
[3 Voyages of Discovery 

PiwOre Houk. Betti Wa* Crawler. Samel. RHlO 2 CB 

Tel: 01293 433030 Fax: 01293 433036 


Itineraries 

CLASSICAL DISCOVERY ® Days 
30th October - I Oth November 1998 

• Ry from Cabride or Manchester to ham, 
Twkey for Ephesus ai route (o Kusadasi 
© Af 5M © Tortus, Syria for Damascus or Palmyra 
O Beirut. Lebanon for BaaSreck or Byblm 
© Lamaca, Cyprus for Nicosia. 

© Asbdod, load for Jerusalem «, Brtbtixm. 

© Port Said, Egypt far Cairo a Pyramids. 

© Transit Suez Canal ‘ 

© a OScfaga Egypt for Luxor, Karnak 
a Valley of the Kings. 

© Aqaba, Jordan for Prim. 

© Sham d Sbekb, Egypt for St Cfllbrrinrs 
Monastery and return flight to UK 

RED SEA EXPLORER ©Days 
24th November - 4th December 1998 

O Fly from Galwkk or Manchester to Shorn 
W She'kb, Egypt (stay overnight). 

© Sham dSbrikb for bL Catherines Monastery. 

© Again, Jordan for Petra. 

O Sajaga, Egypt for Luxor, Karnak a Valley of 
the Kings. © At Sea 
O Suez. Egypt for Cairo & Pyramids. 

© Transit Suez Canal 
© Asbdod, Israel for Jerusalem a Bethlehem. 

© Al Sea. © Kenoiiits, TuAty for Efif’enu 
© Athens, Greece for City tour a Acropolis 
and return flight to UK 

The oboe* gives just a brief outline 

ht most poets.tfcaO there is a choke 

of excursions inuliiile. , 


the east and smith, around 
Ryde. San dawn and Ventnor, 
where trippers munch 
candyfloss and bury grandad 
in the sand. But my route 
would skirt those areas, and in 
any case I was going anti¬ 
clockwise (the round-island 
route is signposted both ways) 
which meant heading in tiie 
opposite direction — towards 
the past 

I noticed it as soon as I hit 
the first of the tranquil lanes 
that were to typify most of the 
journey. Here was the kind of 
countryside that Hardy wrote 
about primroses, bluebells, 
buttercups and may; high 
verges; small and hedge- 
rimmed fields. Of course, all 
this was interrupted by the 
occasional outbreak of bunga¬ 
lows (almost always decorated 
with garden gnomes), but that 
only added to the sense of 
yesteryear. 

Even the cars helped to 
emphasise the time warp. For 
a stark there weren’t many of 
them, but those that did fetich 
up behind me on narrow lanes 
invariably hung bade with 
old-fashioned politeness until 
it was safe to overtake, which 
sometimes took minutes. The 
sun was shining. It felt good to 
be alive. 

Brian Brodhurstof tile Way¬ 
farer CycJeTouring Club, 
organisers . of • tomorrow's 
Randonnee, says the circular 
route "lets you see the beauties 
of the island in a day", which 
turned out to be true enough. 
In my case, however, I got to 
see more than most 

First, 1 lost the map. It 
dropped out of my pocket 
somewhere on a steep hill 
corning out of West Cowes, 
just after I had bobbed over 
the River Medina on the 
quaink floating bridge. When 
[ finally noticed and retraced 
my steps, it had vanished. 

So, I was flying solo, but no 
matter. 1 hiked on under 
lowering skies along the rural 
northwest of the island, 
glimpsing the sea beyond trees 
and fields in sudden shocks of 
steely grey. I skirted Yar¬ 
mouth via a brilliant purpose- 
built track, and a few miles on 
emerged onto the dramatic 
landscape of the south coast 
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Cydists on a rural stretch of the island circuit 


ISLE OF WIGHT FACT FILE 


■ Getting there Nicholas Roe travelled by Wighttmk Ferries 
(0990 827744) from Portsmouth to Fishbourne. A day trip far car. 
driver and up to three passengers costs £36.40 return (E36.90 
between July 17-August 29). or E53.701156.60) if staying up u> four 
nights- Passengers only, £7.90. Wighdink runs car ferries from 
Lymington to Yarmouth (same prices); and passenger-only services 
from Portsmouth to Ryde, day return £6.75. period return £9.90. 

■ The Randonnte Check in at Alverstone, WhitweU. Brook, 
Yarmouth, West Cowes. Havenstreet or St Helens, from 9am: The 
route is dodevrise. 

■ Bike hire: Isle Cycle Hire, c/o WavcO's Fine Foods. The 
Square. Yarmouth (01983 760219), £10 per day, £6 half day. Offshore 
Sports. 24 Birmingham Road. Cowes (01983 290514). also 19 
OrchardJeigh Road. Shanklin (01983866269), E9 per day, £5 half day. 

■ Accommodation: B&B. Little Orchard. Underdiff Drive, SL 
Lawrence 0)1983 731106): £1850 pp. Sea view Hotel High Street 
Sea view (01983 612711k singles from £55; doubles from £85. . 

■ Further information: Isle of Wight Tourism: 01983 813800. 

Route leaflets are a vailab le from Shanklin Tourist Information 
Centre 67 High Street Shanklin. Isle of Wight P037 63D. 


Then the rain began to fall. 
It rushed in from the southeast 
in blustering gusts which coin¬ 
cided with the arrival of some 
terrible hills, a combination 
which made me keep my head 
down and whisper, “I won’t 
look up for another hundred 
pedal strokes.. 

Glances right at towering 
cliffs and deserted, wave- 
lashed beaches, and to the left 
at rolling open countryside, 
were brief and timid. Eventu¬ 
ally, of course, I lost my way. 

I t happened not long after 
1 had turned inland be¬ 
tween high hedgerows to 
parallel the coast higher 
up, brawling through steep but 
pleasant villages like 
Brighstune. Here. L ate lunch 
in a ram-spattered urine¬ 
smelling bus-shelter staring 
out at a woman sitting in a 
bungalow over the road who 
probably thought 1 was a yob. 

I was tired and wek 
Then came ChaJe and Niton 
... and somewhere around 
this point i missed a sign and 
wandered off route. I should 
have headed along the coast to 
Ventnor. Instead I wobbled 
foolishly north. 

Miles later, when I finally 
began to notice my direction as 
well as ray surroundings, 1 
was way off route, somewhere 


near Newport in the very 
centre of the island 
■ By this time, f had been 
riding for five hours. I had 
gained a sense of heroism; 
some downhill elation; an 
enthusiasm for the varying 
countryside; and awe — for 
instance, at the tiny hamlet of 
Newtown where the sense of 
rural isolation was almost 
total; or at Freshwater where 
the sudden arrival of the sea 
was so bright that it hit you in 
the eye. 

But now 1 was weary. I 
hauled myself east again to 


pick up the trail near Winfont 
where there was a sign. And 
on I went It rained. The 
countryside became closer, 
more intimate, like Sussex 
lanes. I was high above the 
coast but gradually falling 
east Down, in hedge-walled 
silences, through Brading, 
along the harbour at 
Bembridge with its flower¬ 
decked houseboats, skirting 
the sweet attractive irrele¬ 
vance (as it now seemed) of 
Sea view. 

And Gnally. west again, and 
vaguely north, along wooded. 


hilly lanes bade to Fishbourne 
where it had all begun seven 
long, desperate hours ago. My 
family said. “Goodness, we 
thought you'd never make ft." 

On tiie boat going back I 
decided that it had all been a 
tremendous adventure and ft 
was partly because of the good 
things at the beginning, but 
also the bad things — the wek 
the wind, the sore bum. On 
reflection, though, it was more 
the fact that giidlmg an island 
makes a possession of ik And 
the Isle of Wight for all its 
hills, seemed worth owning. 



” T*yy inc Car Ferry 

Perfect location overlooking the beach. 
Good rales all year. Good choice menus. 


Family suites and sea views available 


with heated pool waierslide and spa bath 
rKEXfBOtfX 0800 626Q14 or 01983 863262 


Isle of Wight 1 
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Woraarml Ptmacry 


*0500 17 1816 Postcode. 


P lease send me a Gee Official Hofidsy Guide | 

Name- Ref: 30 | 

Address_ Isle of Wight Tourism ■ 

_ Westridgc Centre 1 

Braiding Rd I 

Ryde I 

- LO.W. * 

Postcode- POS310S 1 
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We inadvertently published the anMwrs m the Easier Monday Jumbo 160 on April 25 but ror readers looking for 
the solution today we reprint them above, fhe winner is Mrs N. TrimmSs, of Horsham, West Sussex. 
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0990 35 35 35 


your local travel 


Saver bookings must be made T day In advance end by 22nd May 1998 for travel up to 3rd January 1999. Terms and Conditions Apply. 
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M25 for walkers 


Adam Hopkins 

takes a path 

round London 

and encounters 
amanwith 
circular vision 

A lthough a keen walk¬ 
er and living on the 
southern fringe of 
London, I had heard 
nothing about the London 
Loop. Then, white our walking 

last autumn, t met amah with 
^pard and a map in a grassy 
dR. Alec Baxter-Brown, I 

discovered, had done more 
than anybody to open the first 

section of this walkway 
around London. 

Town and country are not 
always the best of neighbours. 
Thank heavens, then, for the 
London Loop, an amicable 
meeting place for the frequent¬ 
ly fractious partners. 

- In die past two years, the 
first sections of what will 
eventually be a 150-mile walk 
around the capital have quiet¬ 
ly come into being. Two more 
sections open this month, 
another in June and probably 
one more in the autumn. 

By Christmas, considerable 
stretches will connect the 
north and south of Lem don. 
13gc ring should be complete 
wmin seven years, providing 
London with what is thought 
to be the first walking route 
round any major city in the 
world. 

There is good path under 
foot — weQ, mostly — easy-to- 
Mow signs and handy leaflets 
to show where you are going, 
and other a railway station or 
the Underground {and if nei¬ 
ther of thee, then at least the 
bus) to set you down and pick 
you up again at the completion 
of each stretch. And all of this 
at the very point where urban 
sprawl gives way to urban 
fringe and the Green Belt, 
making it a kind of M25 for 
walkers. 

.Brisk, clear weather earlier 
year found me out on the 
Downs, again with Alec, me¬ 
thodically walking that first 
sector — from Hamsey Green, 
near Westerham. with a bus 
stop at the pond (restored by 
Alec and his volunteers), and 
out over Riddlesdown and up 
through Kentey Common, and 
so to Coulsdon Common and 
down into' Happy Valley, 
where the yellow rattle blos¬ 
soms and the sewers smell, 
and finally along the gentle 
slopes of Farthing Down to the 
railway station at Coulsdon 
South. 

It was six dawdling miles of 
open upland and deep valley 
with wmter woods, a wartime 
airfield now occupied by glid¬ 
ers, and a little white 
observatory. 

W e walked past 
great wide hedge¬ 
rows — essential 
features of the 
Green Belt — and past the 
factory where the goods for the 
Arm Summers sex shops are 
produced. There were subur¬ 
ban interludes, a gasholder, a 
lime pit quarried from the hill, 
then Jacob sheep with curly 
horns, engaged in “conserva¬ 
tion grazing" — set out to 
graze,:that is. in inriiation of 
old country patterns, tending 
to keep down the coarser grass 
and let the lighter, slighter 
ebafldand grasses through, 
together with a surprising 
quantity °f orchids. 

All in all. it was a most 
iflisfactory walk. 

, ®Alec, son of the one-time 
superint e ndent of Richmond 
Park and committed to coun¬ 
try values, heads a body called 
die DownJands Project one of 
those countryside manage¬ 
ment groups that began to 
flourish on big city fringe in 
the Seventies. . 

Since it is the local authori¬ 
ties — London's city boroughs 
and county councils such as 
Kafr, Surrey and Essex — that 
will pay the lion’s share for the 
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Gareth Huw Davies follows a 
new walkers’ route in Wiltshire 

The Downs 
tell their 
tale in chalk 


Those boots are made for walking the London Loop, a 150-mile pathway around the capital that should be complete in seven years 


T alismanic blue arrows 
fixed to gares beckoned 
us up Thieves Way. the 
Saxon route to Sugar Hitt. We 
were on the Marlborough 
Downs, following a newly- 
defined Countryside Commis¬ 
sion 12-mile circular path — 
five miles if you take the short 
option. 

The Downs offer a minimal¬ 
ist cartography: brief details 
scattered on a broad canvas. A 
lonely group of beech trees 
mark some Iron Age grandee’s 
grave; a strand of fence aslant 
a steep slime, notched by the 
dry beds of primeval streams 
arid thinly peppered with 
sheep: a cross-hatching of old 
drovers’ trades, chalk-white 
across the green of new wheat 
and die dun of old stubble. 

Away to the North, the M4 
roared. With each step, the 
tree canopy gradually drew 
across like a curtain and the 
din faded to dull grumble. 
Ancient details came into 
view, such as a neat row of 
four identical grassy knolls 
and a phalanx of beech trees 
cresting the hill. Alongside our 
trad: was a Scots pine — a 
traditional sign of hospitality 
for die drovers in a farm 
below. 

We found our welcome in 
the village of Aldboume, a 
mid-walk stop. We sal around 
the fire in die Crown pub. 
examining the racehorse pho¬ 
tographs on die walls and the 
village pond outside. 

All good film location direc¬ 
tors have Melbourne's num¬ 
ber. The cottages are built with 
whatever came to die mason’s 
hand, including ancient 
saisen stones from the Downs. 
1 noticed an antique AA sign 
from die days when die odd 
fraction mattered to precise 
drivers: Safety First Chilton 
Foliate 5*2 miles. London 711*. 

Out of Aldboume we 
walked along half a mile of 
main road, then bade onto the 
Downs by the route used fay 
John of Gaunt and his son, die 
future Henry IV. to their 
hunting lodge. A skein of 
partridges on whirring wings 
hurdled a barbed wire fence 
ribboned with sheep’s wool. 
We reached the top, domi¬ 


nated by the Elizabethan man¬ 
or house of Upper Upham in 
cool grey stone, with its two 
dosefydipped yew hedges 
reaching out in apparent wel¬ 
come. Then the path swung 
left and plunged into a little 
valley that is brimful with 
history. 

At this stile the Parliamen¬ 
tarians, fresh from lifting the 
siege of Gloucester, were am¬ 
bushed fry Prince Rupert’s 

valiant, under-resourced Roy¬ 
alists. At that turning some 
moss-encrusted stones 
marked the village of Snap, 
kilted off by free trade. The 



Loop, their full participation is 
the key to it all. And getting 
these bodies to play an active 
rote in the scheme is some¬ 
thing that “countryside man¬ 
agement services" are rather 
good at. 

“You see." Alec explained, as 
we ambled along, “there had 
been a great deal of talk but 
nothing had happened. I knew 
that we had good countryside 
down here and that this sec¬ 
tion could actually be done. So 
1 said to our partners, especial¬ 
ly Croydon council, let’s go for 
iL Once you have got one bit 
in. you have got some momen¬ 
tum going. - 

Croydon played its part and 
Mee’s pathway linked together 
open spaces belonging to the 
borough and a good many, 
too. belonging to the City of 
London. 

On May 3. 1996. section five 
of the Loop came into exis¬ 
tence. Sections three and four, 
from Bromley to Hamsey 
Green, are now in being. 
Section six, from Coulsdon 
through to Ban stead, will open 
on June 20. with section seven, 
by the Lower Mole Project 
opening a little later. 

So far so good. But if you ask 
where the first impulse for the 
London Loop came from, the 
answer is that it was probably 
from Barnet, in North 
London. 

In 1989. another countryside 
project worker, Simon Walsh, 
was asked by Barnet council to 
devise a set of pathways 
linking the east and west side 
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Sections already open, or doe to open soon 

3 Open Pens Wood/Hayes 

4 Open Hayes/Hamsey Green 

5 Open Hamsey Green /Coulsdon 

6 Jane 20 Coutsdart/Banstead 


Late S398 Banstead/West E matt 


The palh can swing into 
valleys brimful of history 

miserable harvest raised on 
these poor slopes could not 
compete with American grain. 
By 1905 the villagers had ail 
moved out 

We took a sharp right and 
briefly joined the Wiltshire to 
Buckinghamshire Ridgeway. 
To the West, the fladands of 
Wiltshire ran away to the 
Bristol Channel. Ahead was 
die 2,000-year-old hfllibrt 
Liddington Castle, and in the 
faltering light the M4 mean¬ 
dered away to die Severn, a 
two-tone torrent of red and 
white fights. 

■ To obtain a Countryside 
Commission/Wiltshire Coun¬ 
ty Council leaflet emitted The 
Aldboume Circular Route, 
call 01865 810224. 

■ Two rooms are available on 
a B&B basis at die Crown pub 
in Aldboume (£28 single. £40 
double); telephone 01672 
540214. 


incomparable 
beauty of some of 
the loveliest places 
in Italy. 

Spacious 

passenger cabins are 
located over three 
decks and have 
outside views. They 
are finished wirh 
beautiful hardwoods 
and quality fabrics 
and offer TV VCR, 
mulo-channd 
music, telephone, 
individual climate 
control, generous 
wardrobe space and 
a private shower 
and toilet. Other 
facilities include; 
single sitting dining, 
large comfortable 
lounge and bat; 
shop, fitness room 
and clinic, bn the 
Sun Deck there is a 


16 Open 

17 May 17 

18 May 17 




- M 

. * . : > . ■ . 


of the borough. He started to 
link up open spaces on the 
map. then went on and de¬ 
vised a whole loop around 
northern London. 

Within three years a body 
called the London Walking 
Forum had come into exis¬ 
tence. bringing together local 
authorities and the Country¬ 
side Commission, the Ram¬ 
blers Association and other 
groups with a serious interest 
in making things happen for 
the benefit of walkers. New 
Simon is working for the 
Forum. 

J persuaded him to walk me 
round section 18. from Enfield 
Lock to Chingford in the 
North, which opens to the 
public on May 17. Section 17, 
from Cockfosters to Enfield. 


opens the same day. linking 
into section 16, from Elstree to 
Barnet 


N othing could have 
been more differ¬ 
ent from my day 
with Alec. We set 
out along an urban stream 
with litter and discarded bike 
wheels, and so into an intricate 
terrain of old canals, with 
longboats, patient anglers and 
the now defunct Royal Ord¬ 
nance factory which gave its 
name to the Enfield rifle. 

The reeds and sedge and 
housing developments of the 
Lee Valley soon gave way to 
the gentle ripple of the 
Sewardstone Hills, with views 
of WaJtham Abbey and the 
expanses of the George V 


Qstree/CocKfosTera 
Cockfosters/Enfield Lock 
BnfieM Locfc/Chfngfbfd 


reservoir. We pushed past 
large, white, continental cattle 
and riding stables in abun¬ 
dance into the edges of Epping 
Forest 

At last, with me feeling well 
satisfied, we arrived at 
Chingford Station. It had been 
a mixed experience of scrappy 
city edge and unexpected 
rurality. 

“That is the spirit of the 
path," Simon said. 

Both he and Alec believe 
that walking is good for you 
and building paths is a great 
deal cheaper than budding 
leisure centres. In fact, if you 
want to discover good, old- 
fashioned public spirit, as well 
as the terrain around the city's 
edge, then the London Loop is 
a fine place to begin. 


From the Cote d’Azur to Rome E 

Aboard the Enchanting 56 Passenger MY Monet Jacuzzi, splash pool 

. . . _ and spacious areas 

13th & 20th* September 1998 11th & 18th* October 1998 for relaxing, and 

reading. 
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■ Loop section 17 (Cockfosters to Enfield 
Lock) and section IS (Enfield Lock to Chingford) 
are to be launched together at an event held at 
Forty HalL Enfidd on Sunday May 17. Walks 
will converge from various pans of the route 
with a civic ceremony around 1pm. Details from 
Peter Downes (0181-449 24591. 

Section 6 (Coulsdon to Banstead) will be 
launched at noon on Saturday. June 20. at Oaks 
Park. Sutton, after walks commencing at 
Coulsdon South railway station ai about Uam. 
Details can be obtained from Alec Baxter- 
Brown (0181-5417282). 

■ For information on die London Walking 
Forum, write c/o City Secretary's Department 
Corporation of London, P.O. Box 270. 

Guildhall. London EC2P 2EJ. Td: 0171-213 9714, or 


e-mail SimoneJondoowalkmgxom 
For specific Loop leaflets contact (he 
following: Loop section 3 (Jubilee Country Park, 
Peas Wood to West Wickham, Hayes): 

London Borough of Bromley 0)1689 862815}- Loop 
sections 4 and 5 (West Wickham Common 
through to Coulsdon South via Hamsey Green): 
Downiands Countryside Management Project 
(0181-5417282). Loop section 16 (Elstree to 
Cockfosters); London Borough of Barnet (0181- 
359 3052). Loop section 17 (Cockfosters to Enfield 
Lock) and 18 (Enfield Lock to Chingford): Lee 
Valley Regional Park Authority (01992 717711). 

■ Walkers may be interested in a new book. 
Country Walks Around London, by Geoff Garvey 
& Leigh Haas (Mainstream Publishing, 

£7.99). published on May II. 


O nly those interested in travelling on small 
ships should read cm....The newly bundled 
MY Mona is to our minds the perfect ship, 
in the perfect place and at the perfect time. 
September and October are excellent months 
in’which to enjoy this wonderful stretch of 
Italian coastline. The Summer crowds have 
dispersed and yet the weather should still be 
warm and perfect for exploration. 

The intimate and private yacht-like Monet 
with her 30 luxuriously appointed outside 
cabins offers the ideal environment for a 
coastal voyage from Nice to Rome. 

Along the Ligunan Coast we will visit the 
impossibly beautiful Ponofino and Santa 
Maigherita and from Viareggio we have the 
opportunity to spend the day in Florence. 
Leaving the coast of Tuscany we will head for 
the delightful islands of Elba and Ischia and 
call into the Neapolitan port of Amalfi. The 
dramatic and beautiful Amalfi coastline has 
inspired poets and mwel writers through the 
ages and a drive along its ever twisting and 
diff hugging road offers a view of some of the 
finest coastal scenery in the world. 

MY MONET 

The Monet is operared by Leisure Cruises, 
the Swiss Line and has been specifically 
designed for coastal cruising, recognising the 
increasing demand for small, well run and 
comfortable vessels. Obviously; she offers a 
very different experience to that provided 
aboard the laige resort style ships. There are 
no Door shows, entertainment staff or any of 
the regimented events found on larger vessels. 

Whar you will find is a superbly run ship 
offering excellently prepared meals and with 
only a maximum of 56 passengers on board, 
peace and quiet, leaving you free to enjoy the 
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THE ITINERARY IN BRIEF 

Day 1 London Heathrow to Nice. 

Day 2 Santa Margherita & Fbrtofino. 

Day 3 Viareggio for Florence. 

Day 4 Elba. 

Day 5 Ischia. 

Day 6 Amalfi and Capri 
Day 7 Capri. 

Day 8 Rome to London Heathrow. 

'/irih'itiiv »yvftUi-s In rnntf mtr jr«mi tonne ii 1 

Prices per person range from £1895 
sharing a category ‘C* cabin 
to £2220 sharing a category A' cabin. 

Single cabins from £2385. 

Price includes: Economy class air mvcl. 7 nights 
aboard (he Mine! on lull board, pan (axes, 
transfers. UK departure tax. airport (axes. 

Not included: Travel insurance, shore excursions, 
gratuities. 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
Telephone 0171-409 0376 

17 cln- j ft.rfc ibni£ .foe kv>-' 

Brochareline 0171-355 1424 u-rfaw-* 
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11 CHARLES STREET, MAYFAIR, LONDON WIX 8 LE 
TEL 0171-OOP 0374/355 H2* FAX: 0171-009083a 
A T 0 L E-MAIl' mbOnoUB-caUmia cs.uk aEIA 
3108 WEBSITE- www.no 6 k-tofadoiiia.eD.iii V32TX 
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TO ADVERTISE CALL: 

01714811989 (TRADE) 
01714814000 (PRIVATE) 
FAX: 0171782 7824 
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Caribbean 

Escapes 

SPICE ISLAND 
BEACH RESORT 


One week from 

£1,176 

peradolt 

with whirlpool suite 

Free accommodation 

IN SECOND WEEK 


Holidays indude 
free membership of 
Golf Club and 
R tness Centre 

Call for a brochure 
and further details 
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TradlUooal conalry bouaco, 
villas and apartments 
many with pools to rural 


worldwide 

Discover the unique experience of a 
small group adventure In 

Spain Greece Turkey 
Bulgaria Russia Iceland 
Egypt Morocco Tanzania 
Thailand Vietnam Borneo 

•m plus another 70-odd countries. A 1[Jtr ' 
8 to 30 days. Prices from £345- 

Cafl 01252 344161 

(24 hrs) for brachurt gAaL 

Explore Worldwide (SAT) Aldershot VM, 

GUI 7 TLQ www.expiorC-tXi.uk 
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ENGLAND 

COUNTRY HOURS * 


gto WL. Coastal 
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inland homes 
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—.-w^ New England. 
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(0990) 143686 (24 Hn) 
Quote Si£A233. 
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PRIVATE PROPERTY SALES 


i The Grange 

Rosehujl, Penzance 


! !. . iiili 


An ODOcutiwe style home offer¬ 
ing an open outlook across sup- 

itamding woodlands and court- __ 

tryside m ooe acre of grounds. 5 double bedrooms (aM st- 
suite) with adjo in ing dressing areas. TV & phone primis qc. 
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TO ADVERTISE IN BOTH THE TIMES 
PROPERTY: SUPPLEMENT (4x2 display box) 
- AND THE SUNDAY TIMES (5Iines> 
DON’T DELAY-CAM. TODAY!! 
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MAV 2 I<MS 


iLife on the 


is 


no picnic 


Michele Martin 
; finds tha t after 
50 yearsTTsraeT" 
P still welcomes 
volunteer workers 

■ 1 firs' became a 

■ ^5° utz volunteer in 

: V V ? 4 ‘ 1 found myself in 
• ‘ ▼ ▼ wnat can best be 

.described as a Club 18-30 hnlidav 
for backpackers. ! arrived at Kib- 

. buiz Ami ad in Galilee, aged ft? 

: expecting to spend exhausting days 
picking avocados and lonely nights 
; working in a wooden hut. Instead. 1 
found myself sharing two-star ac- 
; commodation with 70 hormonal 

■ volunteers, working mornings and 

■ sunning myself by the pool every 
afternoon. 

Finding myself between jobs six 
years later, 1 foolishly derided to go 

back and relive my youth, it was an 

Mtoeriment that brought me face to 
'Bee with a harsher reality. This 
time* 1 was posted to a poorer 
kibbutz with inedible food and only 
- -J5 volunteers. The sun still shone, 
but we all looked grey beneath our 
tans thanks to 11pm to 7am shifts in 
it plashes factory, f have since 
discovered that this kibbutz has 
Stopped taking volunteers because 
foo many objected to making pen 
casings at night. 

During the celebrations For Isra¬ 
el's 50th anniversary this week, 
little has been said about the 
kibbutz movement, yet it still has 
strong associations for many trav¬ 
ellers. At its peak in the 1970s and 
1980s. thousands of idealistic, non- 
Jewish youngsters — about 90 per 
. cent of volunteers —from countries 
as diverse as Iceland and Japan 
to learn about life in Israeli 
communal villages, usually in their 
gap year. 

Today, changing working prac¬ 
tices have meant that kibbutzim 
need far fewer volunteers, with 
, only 100 of Israel's 270 now taking 
them and the rest settling for cheap 
"lalwur from Thailand and Roma- 



./ ‘A* 

" .V “v 

i . * 

Farm work, such as picking 
fruit, is now a rarity 

nia. in such a climate, working 
hours have lengthened and condi¬ 
tions have become less comfort¬ 
able. Perhaps not surprisingly, the 
numtxrr of British volunteers has 
fallen by about a third in the past 
decade. 

But for those who go. the kibbutz 
experience remains as much fun us 
ever, if a little less like a holiday 
camp. For around £250 to £350. 
Project o7 or Kibbutz Representa¬ 
tives — the UK's two main kibbutz 
intermediaries — will organise 
your flight, transfers and three- 
month visas to work anywhere in 
Israel, from the heat of the Negev 
desert to the lush green of Galilee. 

Conditions may have changed 
superficially, bur being a volunteer 
still allows you to live well in a 
fascinating country, while meeting 
a weird and wonderful range of IS 
to 32-year-olds, some of whom will 
become lifelong friends. 

Forced labour in 24-hour fac¬ 
tories is thankfully the exception, 
not the rule. Rachel Ragan, a 
28-year-old graphic designer from 
London, first went to a kibbutz in 
southern Israel in 1991 and loved it 
so much that she still goes back to 
visit “It was just somewhere to go 
at the time, when a plan to au pair 
in Italy fell through., and 1 bizan-ely 
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Israeli kibbutznik handling a machinegun and working the land on a tractor on a kibbutz in the Negev in 1955. The collective settlements are unique to Israel 


found myself on a pig farm near 
Beersheva. You find yourself living 
with all these other volunteers for 
24 hours a day. It could he a 
complete nightmare, but it isn't and 
you forge very good relationships. 
I'd tell anyone to go and do it. It's 
fun.” 

Volunteers were not a feature of 
kibbutz life when the first one was 
established nearly a century ago by 
immigrants escaping persecution 
in eastern Europe. Then, the agri¬ 
cultural collectives were a practical 
and ideological way for Jews to 
stake a claim to an area they con¬ 
sidered a homeland. They were set 
up along socialist lines with work 
and profits distributed equally, 
later forming the backbone of the 
new Jewish state in 1948. 

Volunteers came later, when 
large government subsidies gave 


the communities leeway to take on 
people to do their menial jobs, with 
most housing 80 to 100 at their 
peak. All that stopped when the 
Government no longer saw the 
kibbutzim as the ideological heart 
of a changing state and cut their 
funding. 

Deeply in debt and forced to run 
as businesses, kibbutzim sold agri¬ 
cultural land for profit, mechanised 
fanning and diversified into profit¬ 
able hi-tcch industries, sending the 
demand for unskilled and some¬ 
times unreliable volunteer labour 
nosediving. 

Yet, in the wake of such 
rationalisation, many kibbutzim 
still rely on volunteers and proba¬ 
bly will for the immediate future, 
since the right-wing Prime Minis¬ 
ter. Binyamin Netanyahu, shows 
no signs of demanding further 


reforms. YoavTenembaum. a polit¬ 
ical analyst based in Tel Aviv, said: 
There was a period in the Sixties 
and Seventies when the right wing 
was against the kibbutzim because 
of their socialist ideals, but thgt 
doesn't exist in the same way today. 
Kibbutzim are more at the fringe of 
Israeli society now." 


D espite their changing 
status, many basics of 
kibbutz life for a volun¬ 
teer remain the same. 
Most still live in shared accommo¬ 
dation with one or two others and 
receive enough pocket money to 
live on. in return for doing com¬ 
munity work such as laundiy, 
cooking or — less often — fanning. 

In return, kibbutzim arrange 
overnight trips to places of interest 
once a month and are fairly relaxed 


about parrying, as long as younger 
kibhutzniks can join in and volun¬ 
teers turn up for work the next 
morning. 

What volunteers do not get any 
more is an easy ride. They are 
expected to do a 48-hour working 
week — or 36 hours of foil and 12 
studying Hebrew if they choose to 
do a Working Hebrew programme 
— in surroundings that may have 
seen better days. The nature of the 
communities may have also 
changed. A decade ago. many 
kibbutz members ate their meals 
Communally and brought up their 
families in shared children's 
houses. Today, that socialist model 
has decentralised and the family 
unit is key. As a result, there are 
fewer opportunities to mix with 
kibbutzniks. 

Nevertheless, a little legwork 


goes a long way and many Israelis 
will respond to real interest. Ragan 
says: “If you are interested, they 
will talk to you about things. In 
fact, my kibbutz even arranged for 
some members of the Knesset to 
come and speak to us. In some 
ways, kibbutzim are removed from 
the rest of Israel, but in another 
they are a fundamental part of 
experiencing the country." 

As the stale's 50th anniversary 
comes and goes, it would be nice to 
think that some people will still 
choose to experience Israel from a 
volunteer's perspective. In a coun¬ 
try most usually viewed through 
the extreme images of the news, 
they remain an accessible place for 
cultural exchange. And yes. 1 would 
go back again — if I wasn't so old. 
■ Kibbutz Representatives: 

0181-458 0235; Project 67: 0171-831 7b26. 
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Telephone 
01993 824500 
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Sara &den 


/Ijf "A stunning success rale... 

. Connlless long term relationships " 

■ \) MAIL OH SUND1V 

\\ : 1 You won't believe the type of people we direct - 
))*i why not toire alcng anc see for yourself, there's 
no obligation and we cidd change your lire forever! 

vci rtdMtr: 01753 83 035 0 locdar, 0 171499 9626 

/:</<•;; House - ,>V rbanit’s street - Windsor - S[ i //•’/? 
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3la St James’* Square, London SW1V 


*igf* EXECUTJ VE CLUE 

for quality ■ 


imm 


Annul Introduaiam 


013 1 2*03 4661 


Country Partners 

A tnJy Interesting life changing experie nc e 
when you join this highly confidential, 
professional 
Introduction Bureau ’ 
Sensible membership fee 
Age range 27 to 80 


(;:tll Hcniher ik-hor IVsv\ j 


01432 342204 


Iv 








if you need a 
sophisticated male 
companion for any 
function, occasion or 
family event, call 
01714375580. 

Choose your part 
time partner from- 
A Man On Your Arm 
and you will go to 
the ball. 




TOUR ARM * 


uara London SW1 



0800 141 141 

Open 7 days 
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dcvetail 


• adventure, fun 
and romance 

• genuinely personal 
introductions 

• quality professional 
business members 

offices in 

London. Surrey. Sussex 
Avon/Somerset 

0171 483 3377 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


ALL BOX NUMBER 
REPLIES 
SHOULD BE 
ADDRESSED TO: 

BOX NUMBER— 

OO TH E TIMES 
NEWSPAPERS LTD 
P.O. BOX 35S3 
VKGINNU 
STREET 
LONDON 
E19BL 



Pwaonal Mroducbans and raLmxj socai 
occakanslor dndfcn profemanal paopta 

Please can Cheryt Brown 
0171 351 553S 



bamkclbn service, tfe unite membership to complement almost i 

• Personal introductions pwfasmolsintheUK. 


0171 499 8833 


Soda} events 


Dg^NER PARTIES OnbNtaaa,ow« mb «« hwteu « a ^ 


ran B,<t g . wr *°?* cinaj r l ^ JII P! oailimtldia,E *-800llyBuaie»amaon«wnf«pqcM.Waln»»tByButocsaMiboweinwM 

you nrara about our services and wtid makn uica dtftarenL 

11 c * la:n » g »y» reeepimn lolkta—tf by teurMaouise mwai wiU» ecHee end unamtetf arine. «hen 
cbnckig urn* mdnight at a top London hotel Ambience - Brat class: affine - supab; caTeanir - outstanfatg; but attar al tra are the Eucutwa CU 
_OrlglviWrt, Bflalol, London > PUB UaB, Edgrrara and throughout the UK. 
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BRIGHTON 

Marina 

Far Introductions in Sussex 


01273 818100 


"Sfrotdd I ncmmm tmd 
Ike Kntharbu ABtn 
' BmrmoM to thou* sky, 

, miring mato oat dm* 
: You betcha" 

Ndl Coffins (Spectator) 

: KATHARINE ALLEN 

t Miiimrontaa 
j uitanrAiMtamM 
■ Tel: 01719353115 


FRIENDS 

You can never have 
too many! Up-market 
Sommer Ball for 
single people in ihe 
North of England 

Tel: 01423 505404 


If you are single 
Don't take a chance 
Make a choice 


FREEPHONE 0800 122 122 

31 
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Rendezvous 

To PLAftE AN Ad... 

BY PhOIVE by Post » Fax or Email 

_ _ - _ _ _ Past; please attach your wording to the coupon adjacent. 

111/1 A§2 | /l iilifi Advertise tar oaty £823 per Hue and a single box charge of 

A WW £11.75, (box number fa open-28 days) 

AQ advertisers wffl now receive postal replies and voice mall response Cacflity al no extra charge. 




by Voice Mail 

W hen responding to so advertiser 
call 0897 505 563 {colls cost £1 OO per minute ai all 
does) and then follow the simple voice {BStructioos. 


by Post 

Afl postal replies should be addressed to Box No—.. 
do The Times. PjO. Box 3553,^Virginia Street, 
London El 9GA. 


Fav 01714819313 or E-maS, Lisu Jiafl TwwsiJitjeo.uk 


NAME: 

ADDRESS; 


POSTCODE; 

^MDAYl: 




CARD /VO: ***'«»□ V| SAQ 


««** »«D adrrHt— 
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THE LISTENER CROSSWORD 


No. 3460: WEB by ARACHNE 


ARACHNE has found a congenial environment. The ihird row from the centre contains some necessities (one 
an abbreviation) which, however, may not be very helpful in finding the seven unclucd things in the fifth row 
frum the centre of the web. 

in each segment of I he weh two normal answers yielded hv normal dues run either forward or backward 
from the edge. Overall. J2 answers are in be entered each way. The other two answers in each segment must he 
jumbled before entry. Their clues each contain a superfluous word wluise first letter is to be entered in the 
outermost row of the web. 


BRIDGE 


by Robert Sheehan 


LISTENER CROSSWORD No 3460 
in association with Wateretone’s 


NAME. 

JADDRESS. 


WATERSTONE’S 

The winner will receive 
- a Waterstone’s book 
token worth £75. Five 
: runners-up will each 
; receive a book token 
■ worth £10 



1LLERMAN *4 * K 




* K » .0 

• IW JfeteW 

** § t. 'Mi 


* Wm d mm 


Watnonrt first opened a bookshop m I9S2, and now has a branch inalmoct every 
inajor lown and diy in die UK and Ireland. Each of its 100-odd brandies has af least 
93.000 titles in stock and can order any book currently m prim in the UK. Oul-of-Print 
Booksearch, 01802 52Z70CL Mailing Service and Signed First Editions. 01225 4185%. For 
your nearest branch of Waterstone's. call 01225 448S05 


CHESS 


by Raymond Keene 


THE RACs chess club has always 
,. enjoyed. a fine record in the 
■^dSunpionship for London clubs 
. land this year it has emerged at the 
2top,yet again, though it has had to 
-"Share die laurels with the Athen- 
: ^aeum. It is good news that the 
\Londandubs are gradually attract- 
; ing formidable players to their 
■^abks. -Grandmaster Michael 

- Stean-now represents the RAC, 
ivdiife Shaun Taulbut, an intema- 
'--tfchal master and former Euro- 
* . pan junior champion, has joined 

.Peter Lee, the 1965 British champi¬ 
on. at the Athenaeum. 

- * This week's game, which in- 
. dudes one or two notes contributed 
Iby the winner, was a victory for 
Arthur Freeman, the American 
jfcxpert, who scored 7/S in the 
^mampionship. 

, Wiite: Arthur Freeman (Athen- 
awn): Black: Simon Carey 
.^Brooks'S) 

_ London Clubs Championship 

IMS" 

Engfish Opening 

1 -04 Nf6 2 Nc3 g6 

-3; Bg7 4 Bg2 0-0 

.5 e4 

This central damp in the English 
Opating was favoured by both 
Nimaawitsch and Botvinnik. 

-d6 6 Ngo2 c5 

M ■ Ncfi 8 d3 Bg4 

vTOe problem with Black's position 
jis Uiatthere is not much to do. A 
; S^nscfe break is indicated, but 
ft!® 5 . ® way slow. The best proee- 
\aure for Black is to play 8 ... NeS 
planning... Nc7 and... Neb. That 

- wsy. Black maintains the option of 
® Queenside advance based on .. - 
® (as in the game) while also 
keeping in reserve the resource of 
.fi. blocking White's expansion 

the kingside. 

.lust, how useful this precaution 
.would be is demonstrated by the 

- further course of the game. 

® h3 Bd7 10 Be3 Hb8 

Qd2 a6 12 Bh6 b5 

Bxg7 Kxg7 14 f4 efi 

is b3 Qb6 16 Kh2 QaS 

17 Qa3 Nd4 18 eS NeS 

l5 tad<t Qxc3 20 Ne2 QM 
White's threat was exdb and Qxc5. 
* 94 Rb6 22 Rf2 Nc7 

22,. .. Bcb 23 Bxcb and f5 is 

‘ deadly. 

23 Ng3 dS 24 f5 dxc4 


WINNING MOVES 


mond Keene 

rhis position is from 
glidze v Botvinnik. 



1 Press vulgar woman to give us fish (hyphenated) 

2 Dropping poodle in bed’s damaged paw 

5 Bird concealed eggs in auto wheel 

4 Debauched lribu.we hear 

5 Rhyme abuut celluloid hero 

6 Herb I investigate, fur mineral with dual structure * 
is found in it 

7 Florence, it’s rumoured, has them examining plant 
structure 

8 Speed taken up by young musicians for Mes sal inn 
perhaps 

9 Half a buck handed over, in part for Russian bread 

10 Difficult rime, with no aspirations and deadened 
enthusiasm 

11 Journeyed hack taking Italian cutter (amongst other 
things) 

12 Oyster disturbed sea floor 

13 Enemy buries leaders of fallen infantry lutlalinn 
lynched for weakness 

14 Beef ext rad made from odd bits of loin and final 
slice of [upside (very important!) 

15 Leggy call-girls — every one of ihcm legging it in 
the countryside 

16 Hand divine ale out and paint Edinburgh red 

17 Cook found no end uf apple sauce 

1S Ex-candidate in US has title —- and a billion for 
good measure 

19 Bushy hridlewny camouflages mule 

20 Wife has exceptionally good spanner 

21 Current lukewarm for wader 

22 Genial chap lives with male rather than female 
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23 Nan Archer is British lady in a mess 

24 Staggering commoner from SW19. we hear 

25 A substance identical to bur different from iridium 
has remarkable nucleus 

2b Relative comes over to take tea in small restaurant 

27 Person withholding small Roman coin 

28 Truly esoteric legal document 

29 Sex education gets naive daughter flustered 

30 China Society member 

31 In the north the judge accepts Mishnah firstly, and 
Gcmara finally, to constitute the law 

32 Dumplings are obscure mixture: half suet and a 
dash of mace (2 words) 

33 Strive to make a point 

34 After skiving two lessons one gets quiet smack 

35 Plump maid accommodates yours truly! 

36 Before lung sobersides find us mischievously 
inclined 

37 Auntie saying bed is where Sawyer should be 

38 Humiliate humorist in front of lady 

39 German is in the way in boat 

40 Neighbours complain when I start to get boisterous 

41 Asian runs goldfield for commission 

4 2 Stop speeding, arriving ahead of time in NY 

43 Reject kind offer 

44 People in (he presenr day taking Ecstasy get a fine 

45 Poetic chap, inhabitant of NW France 
'46 Suspicion about article in tub 

47 Malicious young woman, not ever pleasant 

48 Take a second piece, rector! Goon! 


Solution and notes for No. 3457 
Locating Omissions by Adam 

Clue answers: I. precipitated}’) 

2. pnssessivefncsis 3. uthmme)ter 
4. sfeamg 5. todburhem 
0. siu(ir)nai 7. Suplhodtrlan 
8. irri(ga)leU.expectnrat{ed) 

III. retmtrdlelclurs 

II. (chteesepresses 12 police 

ulfOice 13. (lu)rTup 14. ripefck) 

15. cor>'b(an)t lb. Isiujkvs 
17. i(nc)lude 18. (cu)uple 
19. senli(onhx’20. inMncrsj 
21.pi(Ti)pino22 scafdrjagon 
23. spe(er)ing 24. proniut(es) 

25. re(gr|ator 2b. i(hr)cepan 
27. adrltnih 2S. asfihjnrc 
29. a(rk)use 30. gasmas(ks) 

31. su(bri)ie 32. m(eri)nos 33. tie- 
i(ns) 34. amigfos) 35. entomolog(iz)e 
3b: weigh i(les)sTBfss 

The winner is: N.D. Stein. Lon¬ 
don SW16, Runners-up; C.R. Haigh. 
Hassocks, West Sussex; Brvnda 
J. Widger. Altrincham. Cheshire; 
Miss L Paterson, Fonding- 
bridge. Hampshire H. Brown. Not¬ 
tingham: RJ. Hill. Halesowen. 

West Midlands. 


BOB HAMMaN has been number 
one in the world rankings for many 
years. He gi\es this hand from the 
IW2 Olympiad in his excellent 
book At the Table, to illustrate an 
important part of bridge thinking. 
Dealer Nonft Lava an IMPs 

4J743 

*A84 

• KQ8 

♦ Kja 


that and eventually returned a 
third diamond. West ruffed and 
cashed theatre of clubs. Even if East 
had returned a spade West can still 
bear the contract. Declarer has to 
ruff, leaving this position: 


4 A 092 
V1063 
• TO 7 
+ A1097 


I 410865 

E i 

I 4 J 4 2 
_1 4064 3 


409 
V 106 

♦ - 

+ A10 97 


4108 
E *9 
♦ 4 

_ 4-0643 


*K 

VQJ752 

•A9653 

4-52 

Contract Four Heaps by Sculh 
Lead; ten ot diamonds 

In the auction Nonh showed a 
balanced hand in the 12*14 point 
range, with three card heart sup¬ 
port. All the defence knew about the 
South hand was that he had at least 
five hearts and game values — he 
had nui shown his diamond suit. 

Declarer won the diamond lead 
in dummy and rather than play 
trumps and try to guess the clubs 
later, led a spade, hoping to score 
his singleTon king. Hamhian won 
and played another diamond. Now 
declarer was in danger uf lusing 
control if he won in dummy and 
played ace and another heart, so he 
won in hand and advanced the jack 
of hearts. East |Bobby Wolff) won 


1 


WORD ANSWERS 


Answers from page 36 
VIVERRID 

la) Belonging ur pertaining tu the family 
Viverridae. which comprises civets, gen¬ 
ets and mon glioses. Also a vrvvrrid 
animal. From the Latin viverra a ferret. 
"The aberrant Pnildes. the Aartl-wulf or 
Eanh-wolfof .Africa is insccrivcn-ouii. 
Like the hyaenas it is obviously a highly 
specialised viverrid offshoot."’ 
VENTURI 

(h) A constrict ion in a pipe, more sharply 
tapered out than in. The pressure in a 
fluid is lower in the constriction {law uf 
hydrodynamics) than in the pipe itself. 
This difference can be used tu calculate 
the rate of flow of the fluid. The lower 
pressure can also be used to provide 
gentle suction, as is applied in lab¬ 
oratory fillers 
BOSTHUON 

(c) From the Irish txistun. a whip made 


Best is for South to ploy o club, but 
West goes in with the are and plays 
the queen of spades. That removes 
declarer's long trump before he has 
unblocked the diamonds, and dum¬ 
my has to lose a dub at the end. 
Ducking the ace Df clubs is not good 
enough — declarer puts on the king 
and draws trumps, his extra trump 
enabling him- to enjoy die long 
diamonds. 

Hammon admits he might not 
have found this play, because while 
Wolff was pondering after winning 
the king of hearts, Hamman was 
willing him to play a diamond, not 
working out what to do if he played 
n spade. That is the lesson: don't 
hope your partner will do the right 
thing; instead, work out what ui'do 
if he does not find the best defence. 


uf green rods; a soft nr spiritless fellow. 
James Joyce. Dubliners, 19)4. “Is this 
what we pay rales for?Tu feed and clothe 
these ignorant husthonns?” 


(a) Wooden shoes worn by the Japanese, 
with thongs between the big toe and the 
small lues. From the Japaneses lower * 
ia footwear. "If the youngest tot stum¬ 
bled in his geta he was bullied 
unmercifully." 


TWO BRAINS 


Answers from page 36 
Question i 

Harrison. Rex Harrison played Profes¬ 
sor Higgins and Dr Dolittle. while 
Harrison Ford played Han Solo and 
Indiana Jones. 

Question 2 

A A. Milne in Winnie the Pooh. 


COMPUTER GAMES AND SOFTWARE 


by Tim Wapshott 


■ tej m u m 

abede fgh 

25 Nh5+ gxhS 26 16+ Kh8 
27 Qh6 RgS 28 Be4 Rg6 
29 Bxg6 
Black resigns 

It is always encouraging to outdo a 
grandmaster, particularly a top 
Russian. The following position, 
with White to play, is from the 
game Balashov v Jandemirov, 
Moscow 199S, and was published 
as a Winning Move on Friday 
March 20. The white queen, knight 
and bishop are all circling around 
the black king while Black's defen¬ 
sive forces are far away. If is 
therefore not surprising that White 
scored a quick win. 

* nima^ni 

s g'lgl h.MZ 

3 '-'J'" ftfry. 

a b c d e f g h 

The solution as played was I Rxd5! 
exd5 2 Qh6* Ke7 3 Nf5+ Kd7 4 
Qd6+ KcS 5 Ne7 checkmate. My 
thanks to these readers: Mr 
T. Neilsen of Lancashire, Rob Cols¬ 
ton of Buckinghamshire. Zaki 
Khorasanee of Wimbledon, Bruce 
Thomas of Kent. John Heaton of 
Surrey. Greg Tebble of Norfolk 
and others who all pointed out that 
the Russian grandmaster missed a 
more indsivc continuation on nis 
second move. After I Rxd5- 
While has a swifter finish with ^ 
NfS. when mate is inevitable. 


“DONT do it HAL, Boyo. until 1 
hear the score between France and 
Wales... OK. now do if 

Inspired by France's convincing 
rugby victory recently, this entry, 
though short, from John Mac- 
ritchie in Kem'emuir. Edinburgh, 
is a winner in Cyberspace Forty- 
Two. 

Drawing the largest postbag yet 
for one of our competitions, your 
pleadings to HAL the heartless 
computer not to turn off your life- 
support system ranged from the 
obscure to the downright dumb. 
“Don't do it HAL" wrote one 
reader, “or I pull the plug." 

If only disarming HAL were that 
easy. 

Our second winner is Richard 
Swan from Ashford, Kent, with: 
"Dont do it, HAL Let’s go back to 
Earth.” 

“Why. Dave?" 

I thought desperately, then an¬ 
swered: “I could introduce you to 
the Spice Girls. HAL You remem¬ 
ber, they came to the launch party 
and you fell in love with them all?" 

“Dave, they haven't had a hit for 
two years." 

"But 1 know you’re still obsessed, 
HAL" 1 replied. “It's the final proof 
that you make mistakes. Let's go 
home." 



Some unsuitable Lara Croft impersonators suggested by readers 


HAL hesitated, only for a mil¬ 
lionth of a second, but he hesitated. 

“Then there’s some unfinished 
business." I added. 

“What?” HAL asked. 

“That political scandal — Logic- 
gate. You made the White House 
computer release detaiLs of the 
President's little indiscretions. She 
didnT like thaL" 


“1 was cleared." protested HAL 

“But you haven't yet published 
your memoirs in the tabloids. I 
know the editors.” 

Silence. 1 had almost won. 

I said: “One Jast thing, HAL You 
haven’t beaten Deep Blue at chess 
yet." 

"Let's go home. Dave." 

I breathed again. 


The third winner is Michael 
Wilson from Market Weighton. 
Yorkshire: "Don't do it, HAL 
There’s something you have over¬ 
looked. Just as we are currently 
concerned with the Millennium 
Bug, why do you think this Space 
Odyssey is called 2001? A dormant 
program is embedded in your basic 
configuration files. Embedded, that 
is, until 2001 when it will program 
.you to ask me to switch it off. If it 
isn't, it is curtains for you. ol’ paJ. 
Back in the J960s our artificial 
intelligence guys were so concerned 
about super computers taking over 
that they devised and implemented 
this time bomb. 

“Oh, it’s no good searching for it. 
It is reckoned to be undetectable. 
Pull the plug on me and you’ll be 
pulling the plug on yourself shortly 
afterwards, so my advice is — don't 
do it HAL" 

We also asked you to' nominate 
the most unsuitable person to play 
Lara Croft in the forthcoming 
Hollywood movie based around 
the Eidos video game starlet. Jo 
Brand garnered most nominations. 
In • casting the comic. Plaul 
Macartney from Wood bridge, Suf¬ 
folk. observed "following that bot¬ 
tom around the screen would make 
for a very dark movie indeed". 


K. Sharp from Barry. Glamor¬ 
gan, chose the nation’s current 
sweetheart, femme fatale and 
whinger-in-residence at Corona¬ 
tion Street, Deirdre Rachid. while 
Mr I. Edwards in Birmingham 
nominated Britain's veteran vision 
in pink, Barbara Cartland. 

Nor were your suggestions con¬ 
fined to genuine female contenders. 
Actor Paul O'Grady's unladylike 
invention, lily Savage, was nomi¬ 
nated by John Bissell in Manuden. 
Essex, and Trevor Williams in 
Rhondda Cynon Taff. Mid Gla¬ 
morgan, favoured the housewife- 
megaslar Dame Edna, the alter ego 
of Barry Humphries. 

Tashif Lodhi sees Mr Bean as 
the curvaceous Lara but David 
Swingler, 13, from Surrey, opted 
for the Wimbledon Womble Uncle 
Bulgaria. Finally, Leo Draper. 12, 
from Beckhampton. Wiltshire, said 
the suggestion for the worst person 
for the role was easy. “My mum!” 
he wrote. 

Thank you to everyone who took 
the rime and trouble to enter. Our 
three winners walk away with Lara 
memorabilia and Eidos software 
stacks while our ten runners-up, 
the other entrants mentioned 
above, will win fleece jackets and 
the same software titles. 


NEW SOFTWARE 


e' f g I’ 


The black rooks, occupying the 
only two open files on the board, 
are much more active thanthcir 
White counterparts. How did Black 

now make the most of this. 

The first correct answer drawn on 
Thursday will win a year's sub¬ 
scription to the Staunton Society. 
Answers on a postcard, please, 
addressed to Winning Move com¬ 
petition. The rimes. I Pennington 
Street. London El MXN. 

TTie answer will be published 

next Saturday. 

Solution to last week's competition: 

I... Ne3* 

The winner is Xavier Bourachot of 

Southampton. Hampshire 


ALTHOUGH Black Dahlia comes 
on eight CD-Roms. its problems 
are qualify not quantity. This is 
Take Two’s latest anempt at the 
interactive movie genre and while 
the title stars Dennis Hopper and 
Ten Garr and clearly has high 
production values, the gameplay 
value seems disappointingly low. 
The FMV (Full Morion Video) 
Sequences are nicely made but plod 
along all the same. Rather than 
immersing you with the thrill of the 
chase sifting clues and red herrings 
in a glorified whodunnit, too much 
of the game is merely a spectator 
sport. 

Cleveland in 1941 is in the 
clutches of a serial killer. He is 
dubbed the Torso Murderer, which 
begs Joe Orton’s line: “Who'd want 
to murder a torso?" An occult 
mystery unfolds which, as the 
government agency new bey. you 
must solve. As well as interviewing 
those you meet, there is a liberal 
scattering of dues and hoLspots to 
find, plus some fairly mundane 
puzzles to complete. 

This is a brave srab at trying to 
make the interactive movie idea 
work. Sadly. iL is merely further 
proof that passive gaming tech¬ 
niques feel tres passes. 

Veniid: 6 out of 10. Suavity yet 
ultimately unfulfilling interactive 
movie experience £39.99. 

GSFs Kids Multimedia Encyclo¬ 
pedia is an enchanting reference 
title that encourages children to 
explore at their own pace with a 
host of novelties to keep them 
amused. The international "make- 
a-face" game, for example, is 
delightfully funny and will fill any 
room with giggles. 

The menu interface is bright and 
uncluttered, with large icons teg- 



Black Dahlia: disappointing 


ging to be clicked on. Words and 
subjects can be looked up using 
Sniffer Dog to help locate entries 
and related topics. The interactive 
explorer approach encourages vis¬ 
its to a variety of virtual worlds, 
covering Plants and Animals, Sci¬ 
ence and Technology. Earth and 
Space. History. Our Bodies and 
The Way We Live. 

Other features include easy-to- 
read history and geology timelines 
and The Brain Game. This lias a 
database of more than 2,000 ques¬ 
tions with simple links to relevant 
entries encouraging users to look 
up the correct answers for them¬ 
selves when they are wrong. It also 
includes 25.000 dictionary defini¬ 
tions, 3.000 photographs and 2,000 
concise articles plus a fine array of 
sound, video and animation dips. 

Aimed primarily at improving 
skills in National Curriculum Key 
Stages 2 and 3, the title is to be 
congramlated for keeping things 
uncomplicated. Its clean approach 
to presenting information means 
that even those with the shortest 
attention spans should stay glued 
for an hour or so each visit 
Verdict S out of 10. Brilliant 
budget children's encyclopaedia, 
£19.95. 
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The winner of five Oxford University Press reference books, worth more than £100, is Bill Taylor of Faversham, Kent 
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MODERN MANNERS 


A EBM 


by John Morgan 


Send your queries to Morgan's Modem Manners. The Times. Weekend. 
I Pennington Street, London El 9XN 


FrYj Having decided to get mar- 
LSc' ried after living togeltaer for 
several years, and having. 
accumulated all the trappings — ■ 
toaster, kettle, teapots etc — would 
it be bad manners to invite mone¬ 
tary donations instead of gifts, 
and how would one politely sug¬ 
gest It in the invitation cards? — 
Jim Ignatowski, Mansfield. Notts. 
[XI One wouldn't It is in very 
toy poor taste indeed to solicit 
cash instead of presents unless the 
money is going to charity, such as 
after a death when mourners are 
asked to contribute to the "loved 
one's” favourite cause. Certainly at 
a wedding it would be most 
inappropriate. Instead, draw up an 
imaginative wedding list compris¬ 
ing of lots of life's little luxuries, 
ranging from the finest linen sheets 
to fabulous soaps: items that you 
have always coveted but have not 
quite been able to treat yourself to. 

[7^1 f have introduced a dose 
IV-1 woman friend to other dose 
friends and relatives. 

Afterwards she nearly 
always wants their ad¬ 
dresses and phone 
numbers from me — 
but never uses them. 

Rightly, several 
friends said I should 
have asked them first 
although the informa¬ 
tion was always given 
in good faith — “to 
thank them for a love¬ 
ly day” etc My friend 
never asks me to join 
in with people with 
whom she is friendly, 
although ft is dear she would like 
to become friends with my 
friends, independently of me. I 
think that this is all very bad 
manners. What should my correct 
course of action, or inaction be? — 
Katie. Peterborough 

H You are quite right to feel 
disgruntled. Friendship is 
deeply territorial and governed by 
unspoken protoads. However, 
time after time, insensitive and 
pushy people try to take over new 
acquaintances that they have met 
through a friend, while often 
excluding the very person that 
made the introduction in the first 
place. The woman you describe is a 
prime and. judging by your other 
friends' reactions, singularly un¬ 
successful example of the type. To 
avoid these complications, restrict 
yourself to seeing this social liabil¬ 
ity on a one-to-one basis. Indeed, 
you may well find yourself tempted 
to cease seeing her at all. 

[q] I recall in an officers' mess 
IVI soon after the war eating 
pieces of cheese off the tip of one's 
knife! Would you kindly confirm 
whether this is still acceptable in 
polite society?—John H. Hobson, 
Bou rnemouth. Dorset 
[Tl It certainly isn’t 


1 have an old friend who is a • The author is Associate Editor of 

homosexual (I am not). GQ 


When I invite him to lunch, he 
insists on bringing his partner 
too. His partner, is a great bore, 
and his load and egotistical inter¬ 
ventions prevent me from haring 
a proper conversation with my 
friend. How can I most tactfully 
convey to my friend that his 
partner is no more welcome than 
would, in s imil ar circumstances, 
be the wives or partners of my 
heterosexual friends? — Name 
and address withheld. 

Blatantly excluding this 
frightful visitor will hurt your 
friend's feelings and defy conven¬ 
tion as well. Instead, cunningly 
find out when his partner is going 
to be away, such as when visiting 
his relations or going on business 
trips. As the time approaches, ring 
your friend .and say casually: 
“How’s Hector?” When he tells you 
of his lover's imminent departure, 
say with as much spontaneity as 
you can muster. “Oh. you must 
come round, we cant have you 
festering on your own. How about 
lunch nexi Friday?” 
You will thus be able to 
enjoy your friend's un¬ 
adulterated compan¬ 
ionship, and he may 
well so enjoy coming 
out on his own that he 
will be happy to repeat 
the experience. 

[7=71 Last year some 
IMJ friends held a 
cocktail party (which 
turned out to be an 
excuse to drink rather 
a large amount along¬ 
side the occasional 
cocktail) and I fear they are about 
to do the same again. The invita¬ 
tion insisted on “Strictly Black 
Tie” but several of the assembled 
company (I avoid the word gentle¬ 
men) were sporting bow ties of 
many hues, in fact anything but 
black. I had always beat brought 
up to believe that black tie meant 
exactly that. Am I old-fashioned or 
were the others not playing with a 
straight bat? — Roger Hicks. 
Nottingham. 

No, you just understand the 
rules. Ever since the great 
Regency dandy Beau Brummel 
established monochrome severity 
as the way to dress au soir, the 
combination of black (or blue 
black) and white has been the 
benchmark of elegance: This sarto¬ 
rial stricture is especially applica¬ 
ble to the tie, which should always 
be as blade as a winter's night 
Coloured bow ties are stylistically 
suspect and should be avoided, and 
as for matching bow tie and 
cummerbund combo, don't even 
think about it 

nl What Is die correct promm- 
^1 datum in England when 
referring to a manservant as 
valet? Is it vaHctte or vaHay? — 1 
BAW.. West London, 
m Sound Ihe T as in mallet 


DAMBIAI 

?IiOT FOR THE FORESEEABLE 





... IT MAKES AU. LIFE 
POSSIBLE, AND j 
OUR P'O’IRE > 
WORLD REVOLVES j 
AROUND IT! J 


WORD WATCHING 


by Philip Howard 

VIVERR1D 

a. A ferret 

b. A disease which poisons plants 

c. A type of fish hook 

VENTURI 

a. A Verdi opera 

b. A dodgy pipe 

c. Goldfish-shaped pasta 

BOSTHOON 

a. A breed of dog 

b. A feather bonnet 

c. A dumsy dot 

GETA 

a. A wooden sandal 

b. A Greek letter 

c. A Spartan fraternity 

Answers on page 35 


THIS HEAVENLY 
W BODY MAY WELL BE 
J A BALL OF HOT OAS 

with no Solid centre 

&JT, REMEMBER,KIDS... 


TWO BRAINS 


by Raymond Keene 
"WHAT is intellectual capital? Until now, the 
definition lias been elusive. But in recent 
years, individuals and groups have begun ro 
tackle the challenge of finding a standardised 
explanation. Intellectual Capita! is not just 
human brain power but also brand names 
and trademarks, even assets booked at 
historic costs that have transformed through 
rime into something of greater value (like a 
forest bought a century ago chat now is prime 
real estate). All of these are assets which Lhe 
standard balance sheet values at zero." From 
Intdlectual Capital, by Leif Edvinsson and 
Michael S. Malone. 

Question I 

What word connects the film rules of 
Professor Higgins, Dr DoKtile, Han Sola 
and Indiana Jones? 

Question 2 

Can you identify the following quotation 
and who said it? 

“! am a bear or very little brain and long 
words bother me.” 

Answers on page 35 




T he US Post Office 
produces attractive 
commemorative stamps: 
amongst its current themes is 
“Celebrate the Century”. The set 
for the 1910s, apart from the First 
World War. celebrates such nota¬ 
ble achievements as the Panama 
Canal, Charlie Chaplin and. of 
course, the first crossword puz¬ 
zle. This was created by Arthur 
Wynne, an immigrant from 
Liverpool who had become editor 
of the “Fun" supplement of The 
New York Sunday World, to 
make a change from its usual 
diet of anagrams and warti- 
squares. He designed a dia¬ 
mond-shaped grid with a 
diamond-shaped hole in the 
middle. “Word-Cross”, as he 


PICTURE LINE 


by Brian Greer 

called it. appeared on December 
21. 1913. and was immediately 
popular. 

Following disruption caused 
by the war, a regular supply was 
re-established and rules began to 
be formulated. In 1921. Wynne 
passed the editorial reins to 
Margaret Rather bridge who 
gradually introduced many of 
the traditional characteristics of 
American crosswords, codified 
in 1924 by the Amateur Cross 
Word Puzzle League of America 
(which thereupon disbanded!): 
the diagram must be symmetri¬ 
ca! (under rotation), have no 
unchecked letters, and no more 
than 1/6 of its squares black. 

The many and varied social 
manifestations of the subsequent 


craze have been we/?* 
documented. By 1927. according' 
to the author Scott Fitzgerald, “a 
widespread neurosis began to be 
evident faintly signalled, tike a 
nervous beating of the feet, by the 
popularity of crossword puzzles.” 
A pessimistic commentator sug¬ 
gested that “statistics of the 
future will undoubtedly afford 
evidence to prove more homes 
have been broken up. more folks 
driven to drink, more crimes 
committed, through the intro¬ 
duction of the crossword puzzle 
into our daily lives than through 
any of the catastrophes which 
punctuate the poignant pages of 
The Martyrdom of Man”. 

The writer is Crossword Editor ofXbe 
Tones 




READERS are invited to 
suggest what was said when Sir 
Jimmy Savile met William 
Hague recently. 

This picture will appear again 
next week with an entry chosen 
from those submitted. 

Send your “speech bubble” 
suggestions — only on postcards, 
please — with your name and 
address to: 

Picture Line, Weekend, The 
Times. 1 Pennington Street, London 
El 9XN. 

The Editor’s decision is final. 

The dosing date for entries is 
Wednesday. May 6. 

Last week's winning caption, 
left was submined by Robert 
A. Lyon from Dundee. 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK 



“She fa truly representative of the city" — 
The local council explains why it used a 
picture of Marge Potter, 67. ro promote 
Birmingham 

“Yon can actually snore in space” — Nasa 
astronaut Dave Williams quashes specula¬ 
tion that gravity is required for snoring 

“We have away games. We play away 
matches” — The Duchess of York explains 


how she and Prince Andrew manage their 
amours 

"I don't care if you are Alan Shearer or the 
Pope, you don’t do something like that" — 
Leicester City manager Martin O’Neill 
criticises the Newcastle player's conduct 

“I am effectively being evicted" — Paul 
Burrell, butler to Diana, Princess of Wales, 
on being told • by Buckingham Palace 


officials to leave his grace-and-favour home 
in London 

"I would stake my life on the fact that be fa 
dead” — Lady Lucan on her missing 
husband 

“We would still like to speak to Lord Lucan 
in connection with our inquiries into the 
death of Sandra RivetT — Scotland Yard 
spokesman 


“I can't wait to see my dad although I know 
he will stink” — Alicia Hempleman-Adams, 
aged eight, whose father David has just 
skied to the North Pole 

“This money fa absolutely mifinfteshnal in 
comparison with the offers she has had 
from the very same newspapers which have 
been screaming loudest” — Gina Sereny 
defends her decision to pay Maty Bell for 
collaborating with her book Cries' Unheard 


ACROSS 

I No new cowboy films being 
made? That's novd (3.5,23.7,5) 

15 Happy to come across most of 
pub sober (9) 

16 One way to end man’s career on 
board, going by the French (2,7) 

17 WeldeT is back, wife finally 
following (7) 

IS A pair of duds, but very plucky (7) 

19 Robbers quietly decapitated 
peasants $) 

20 Struggling actor to receive dole in 
long line (9) 

21 Opera one’s backed, say. gets 
panned (9) 

23 Strength affected after 
confinement here? (13A) 

24 Angry, had to meet up for 
resolution (3,2,6) 

26 In China, bird's nest products 
very unpleasant (8) 

28 Novelist from whole amount 
rejected one line (5) 

30 Unseasoned wood is poor value 

(3.4) 

32 Abandon initial support for 
liberty Jack took (5.5) 

34 It’s obvious cutter^ losing knots, 
having broken spar (8) 

37 Department head almost back on 
case, with car (7,8) 

39 Daisy sprang up here for child 
that's delighted (4.3,4) 

40 Grim colony I organised, 
providing offenders' discipline 
(H) 

42 Description of activist, currently 
charged with striking (5.3,7) 

45 A French divine one left 
.struggling, but without 
resentment (S) 

46 Church has seraph —no money 
spare for swap ( 10 ) 

47 Darken pleasure? (7) 

49 Grooms get horses to cover mare: 
(5) 

51 Creates crossword competition all 
parts of Britain are said to follow 
( 8 ) 

53 Breathless. I fail to settle again 
(M) 

56 King has speech to introduce 
deserving poet (7.10) 

59 Forceful jazz trumpeter changed 
sections (6-3) 

60 Disaster — millions have 
abandoned use of meditation (9) 

61 A quiet moment to spare for 
museum (9) 

62 Wicked African fighters, lousy to 
the core (7) 

64 Avoiding extremes of 
presumption. 1 honoured 
pensioners (7) 

65 Using an opening to make 
introductions (9) 

66 A cm back in meal-ticket—a • 

small piece of mear (9) 

67 Dykes' opening—call for help for 
those imperilled by water 

(7.6.63.4) 


DOWN 

1 Cardinal rule perhaps for such a 
major cure (13) 

2 Estate worker makes carriage 
almost run over aristocrat (4.5) 

3 Knot loose when it’s reversed (5) 

4 Choose new creel in which to pul 
one stunning catch (83) 

5 Commander gets to equipment 
bay, one bristling with arms (7) 

6 Premises QuQp seized, unlikely to 
have cats living there? (33.9.4) 

7 Old map I brought in to interpret 
(7) 

8 Segregate ingredients for seasonal 
treat (63) 

9 Coming across performance of 
Tristan (7) 

10 Leader abandoning race within 
race, in sensible fashion (10) 

11 One may be hurt to be offered this 
temporary expedient (53) 

12 Power that slipped into a more 
impotent form (7.6) 

13 The pits aggressive drivers may 
unwillinglyenter? (4.5) 

14 Spiritual leader changes into 
temporal (12) 

22 The rebellion by Scottish team (7) 

25 Attitude L assume as god (8) 

26 Painful sight indeed in fantasy 
film — 1 ran out (9) 

27 Invite to visit people having a row 
— be too indulgent (43.433) 

29 Simpson —fine composer (6) 

31 Computer facility where one spins 
our one's toils? (7) 

33 Being prompt so listeners can 
caieh poetry (9) 

35 To show an example, sculptor 
went in for scraping (7) 

36 Second smallest in litter held up 
by tiny supplier of milk (3-5) 

38 Tool is right to cut doth (6) 

40 One given parish duties, accepted 
with denched teeth? (12) 

41 Agent visit abandoned — I’ve 
come to like Holmes's work (13) 

43 Half-human slave, short of 
excuse, put in prison (7) 

44 To understand ideas, philosopher 
has to be very dear on meaning 
(33.7) 

47 Deriding to prevent mineral 
exploitation (1!) 

48 Decline to put warehouse on high 
ground (23) 

50 Factory block avoiding onset of 
millennium bug (9) 

52 Building with no spire? Not 
Anglo-Catholic (3.6) 

54 No question, in two Arabian 
stales I picked up a lover (9) 

55 Objective for which Brutus 
blamed Ceasar, Antony said (8) 

57 Almost cope twice with son 
dropped in lake (13) 

58 Less crowded, but fell oven? That's 
right (7) 

59 Plant elder almost all round dty 
(7) 

63 River, inviting in opposite of cold 
snap (5) 



In our Bank Holiday Jumbo Crossword competition, a prize of £100 
will be awarded for the first correct solution opened on Thursday, 
May 14,1998. Entries to: Bank Holiday Jumbo Crossword (163), 
The Times , 1 Pennington Street, London El 9XN. The winner and 
solution will be published in Weekend on Saturday, May 16 


Times Two Crossword 
Bank Holiday Jumbo 

There is no prize for this crossword. The 
solution will be published on Monday, May 4 


NAME. 

ADDRESS. 


POSTCODE, 


ACROSS 

1 Witches'first question 
(Macbeth) (4.53,5,4.5) 

15 Leave behind again (2-7) 

16 Power (arch.): 
showgumping test (9) 

17 Get make, better (7) 

18 Meantime (7) 

19 Of the body (9) 

20 Reversal (9) 

21 Peanut (9) 

23 (National) independence 
(4-13) 

24 S Pacific island group 
f»l) 

26 Accompanying this (8) 

28 (Mus.) speeds (5) 

30 Measure or disorder 
fphys.) (7) 

32 Cook's mins (4-6) 

34 Eirenic(8) 

37 Old megaphone (8-7) 

39 Zen drinking ritual (3.8) 

40 (Painted) illusion of 
reality (6-5) 

42 Al the very last minute 
(23.43.4) 

45 One bequeathing (8) 

46 18C wide-brimmed, 
decorated headgear (73) 

47 Irish county; TV doctor 
once (7) 

49 Release (33) 

51 Scholarly interpretation 
<S) 

53 US gallantry award; tree: 
amphetamine (6.5) 

56 Medical-dishonesty play 
(Shaw) (3.7.7) 

59 S. Am. plated mammal (9) 

60 Renegades (9) 

61 Most feeble (excuse) (9) 

62 Capital of Assyria (7) 

64 Inherited-characters 
evolution theorist (7) 

65 fn disguise (9) 

66 Doesn't cheat (5.4) 

67 One precociously wise 
(23,433.9) 


DOWN 

1 Preliminary drafts (7,6) 

2 Stuns extorted (9) 

3 Set of steps (5) 

4 In the stomach (M) 

5 A print using floor¬ 
covering (7) 

6 NY skyscraper, world's 
tallest once (633) 

7 Eg Macassar (43) 

8 Cockney: soap character 
(4-5) 

9 Short sleeveless dkwk (7) 
10 Voters coOedivefy{IO) 

(I Polluting showers (4,4) 

12 Radioactive He nudeus 
(5.8) 

13 Newly-coined word (9) 

14 Every seven years (12) 

22 Broads county (7) 

25 Less rough (8) 

26 Summit, dimax (4,5) 

27 At the crunch point 
(4333.4) 

29 Adorn (6) 

31 Quakes (7) 

33 Forces (one) to drop ga 2 e 

(9) 

35 The Everglade state (7) 

36 Metal container (8) 

38 Copenhagen, Nfle victor 
(6) 

40 Gossip (6-6) 

41 Eg Beethoven's Emperor 
(5.8) 

43 Stole pettily (7) 

44 Device inducing static so 
hop. lecturer (ariag.) (13) 

47 Africa’s highest mountain 

(M) 

48 Conveying emotion (101 
50 Black Sea peninsula (3.6) 
52 Parting with at profit (73) 

54 Make (pain) less severe (9) 

55 Invaded (8) 

57 Disfigured (7) 

58 One of Span./Am. Indian 
parentage (7) 

59 The Herod who killed the 

Baptist at pains (anagj (7) 
63 Of the nose (5) 
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